ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 544
Date of Answer 24/07/2026

Subject: Disaster Management Learning and Awareness at School of Guwahati.

MLA: Pradyut Bordoloi
Will the Minister of Revenue and Disaster Management Department be pleased to state :
(a) Whether the Government has implemented or proposes to implement any structured
awareness programme in Schools and Colleges within Guwahati City to educate students on
earthquake preparedness, evacuation procedures and training programmes for students regarding
safety measures to be adopted during artificial waterlogging/urban flooding in Guwahati City?
Kindly provide the details including the number of institutions covered.
(b) Whether the Government has prepared any city-specific action plan in coordination with the
Education Department, educational institutions and disaster management authorities for
strengthening disaster preparedness and promoting disaster awareness among students in
Guwahati City? Kindly provide the salient features and the present status of implementation.

Answer

The Hon’ble Minister, Revenue & D.M. Department Shri Keshab Mahanta will reply:
(a) Yes, several structured awareness programme in schools and colleges has been done by
DDMA, Kamrup (M) time to time. For instance, in December, 2025 a state level school
awareness programme was conducted where 10 nos. of Govt. schools have been identified and
conducted 2 days awareness programme and mock exercise on earthquake preparedness and fire
safety. Moreover, on request from the schools, awareness generation activities are conducted on
earthquake safety, fire safety etc. The awareness generation activities have been conducted in 55
nos. of schools through Civil Defense Organization (List Enclosed). NDRF also conducts
familiarization exercises in schools on Earthquake safety time to time.

(b) The Government of Assam has accorded utmost priority to ensuring the safety and security
of children in schools from all types of hazards, including earthquakes, floods, fire and other
emergencies. Guided by the National School Safety Policy, 2016, the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority (ASDMA), in collaboration with the Department of School Education,
Fire and Emergency Services, Civil Defence, UNICEF and other stakeholders, has been
implementing a series of school safety initiatives across the State.

ASDMA conducts statewide evacuation drills "The Great Assam School Shakeout
Program" on yearly basis, in collaboration with the aforementioned departments and partner
agencies. The programme conducted in the year 2025 reached 1923 schools and approximately
7 lakh children across the State. As a part of the initiative, children actively participated in
earthquake & fire evacuation drills and attended debriefing sessions, accessed age-appropriate
knowledge materials, and contributed to the updating of their respective School Disaster
Management Plans. The volunteers from DDRF, CQRT, Aapada Mitra, Civil Defence were also
actively involved in preparedness of school authorities for the drills.

Further, to institutionalize school safety as a structured, regular and activity-based
programme, a State-wide action plan in line with National School Safety Policy, 2016 is prepared
and implemented yearly under preparedness and capacity building window of SDRF by
earmarking funds for school safety initiatives. ASDMA, in collaboration with the Department of
School Education and UNICEF, has developed an initiative titled "Saturdays for Resilience".
Under this initiative, on Saturdays, schools will undertake safety and security-related activities
guided by a structured calendar, curriculum and relevant knowledge resources. ASDMA is also
developing a "School Safety" app and portal to enable timely reporting and monitoring of school-
level safety actions. ASDMA has also developed IEC materials like posters, pamphlets, animated
videos, reels, jingles, shorts etc. for awareness of children on do's and don'ts of various hazards
which are shared through electronic media like TV, Radio channels, community radio stations,
Print media like newspaper, magazines, souvenirs, journals etc., social media platforms like
facebook, Instagram, X, YouTube and outdoor media like street plays, tableau, drawing
competition, awareness programmes, miking through mobile vehicles, gaon sabhas, community

programmes etc.
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Note: Copy of the reply has been uploaded in the portal.
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