
Assam Legislative Assembly 
UnStarred Question No: 487 

Date of Reply: 23-07-2026 
 
 
Subject : Prevention of Closure merger of 30 elementary schools in Hailakandi. 
 
Name of MLA: Shri ZUBAIR ANAM MAZUMDAR : 
 
487. Will the Minister of School Education Department be pleased to state: 
 
(a) Whether the Government has initiated a process via the Director of Elementary Education's Order 

No.E-800096/583 dated 10-06-2026 to amalgamate and permanently close approximately 30 
elementary schools in Hailakandi District due to student enrollment dropping below 30? 
 

(b) Whether the Government will consider suspending these merger proceedings to grant these 30 
schools a one-year probationary grace period to allow local guardians and Panchayat Raj 
Institution (PRI) members to actively drive up student enrollment? 
 

(c) Whether the Government will consider constituting a district-level committee comprising local 
MLAs, PRI representatives, guardians, local influential educationists, and education department 
officials to review the specific terrain, distance, geographical conditions, and infrastructure issues 
of these proposed school mergers before taking a final decision? 
 

(d) What concrete guidelines exist under the current policy to ensure that a blanket amalgamation does 
not violate the Right to Education (RTE) framework by forcing primary school children to cross 
physical and unviable geographic barriers? 

 
Answer: 

 
Hon’ble Minister of Education, Assam Dr. Ranoj Pegu will reply: 

 
(a) The Director of Elementary Education, Assam vide letter No. E-800096/583 dated 10-06- 2026 

had requested all concerned DEEOs, including DEEO, Hailakandi to examine schools 
identified by Samagra Shiksha, Assam with enrolment below 30 students; infrastructure; 
distance from nearby schools; the existence of any physical barriers; safety aspects; eligibility 
as per prescribed norms and if eligible, the schools to be proposed for merger/amalgamation. 
The direction was issued vide the letter is for factual verification. Upon receipt of the 
verification report, the same shall be scrutinized in the Directorate and further steps shall be 
taken thereafter.  
 

(b) The entire matter is in the reporting stage. After obtaining the report, the Department shall 
assess the matter considering all aspects. Further, the proposal of the Hon’ble MLA for a one-
year probationary grace period shall be discussed in the Department while considering all other 
aspects. 
 

(c) The clause 17 (A) and (B) of the Govt. office Memorandum No. ASE.481/2016/164, dated 
03/08/2021 state that-There shall be one committee at the Block level and another at District 
level to find out the schools which are eligible for amalgamation/merger in view of the 
provision of the RTE Act and norms laid down by SSA as follows: 
 

a. The Block level Committee (Both for Secondary and Elementary sector): 
 
i. The District Elementary Education Officer: Chairman 
ii. All Block Elementary Education Officer of the district: Member 
iii. Two educationist preferably one retired Principal/HM: Member 
iv. One working Principal/ Headmaster to be nominated by the 

Inspector of Schools: 
Member 

 
b. The District Level Committee: 

 
i. The Additional Deputy Commissioner in-charge 

Education: 
Chairman 

ii. Inspector of Schools: Member Secretary 



iii. The District Elementary Education Officer. Member 
iv. One Retired Principal of Higher Secondary or 

Senior Secondary School: 
Member 

v. One working Principal of Higher Secondary 
School or Senior Secondary School: 

Member 

vi. One working Head Master of High School: Member 
 
Copy of the Govt. office Memorandum No. ASE.481/2016/164, dated 03/08/2021 is enclosed 
herewith as Annexure-A. 
 
The district officials while submitting the reports shall definitely consider the constraints and 
barriers if any, while furnishing the reports to the Department.  
 

(d) For the process of Amalgamation/Merger, Govt. Office Memorandum issued vide No. 
ASE.481/2016/164, dtd. 03/08/2021 (Annexure-A) and amendment Notification vide eCF No. 
625938/318 dated 13-03-2025 (Annexure-B) that has been issued by the Department, 
considerable care has been taken to ensure the safety and convenience of the primary school 
children. 
 

 
(Answer of UnStarred Question No.487 along with Annexure is available in eVidhan (NeVA) portal) 
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