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TRIPARTITE
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BY AND AMONG

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

AND

W,

' STATE GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
AND

STATE GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
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This tripartite. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MoU) is made and
entered into on this 11t* day of June, 2026 at New Delhi

BY AND AMONG

THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA, acting thiough the Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas, Government of India having its office at Kartavya Bhawan-3, New
Delhi - 110001 (hereinafter referred to as the “Govt. of India/ MoPNG”, which
expression, unless repugnant to the context or meaning thereof, shall be deemed to
include his successor-in-office, administrators or permitted assignees) of the FIRST
PART;

THE GOVERNOR OF ASSAM, acting through the Chief Secretary of the State of
Assam having its office at J block, Lok Sewa Bhawan, Janata Bhawan, Dispur,
Guwahati 781006 (hereinafter referred to as "Govt. of Assam/ State of Assam", which
expression, unless repugnant to the context or meaning thereof, shall be deemed to
include his successor-in-office, administrators or permitted assignees) of the SECOND
PART;

THE GOVERNOR OF NAGALAND acting through the Chief Secretary of the State
of Nagaland having its office at Nagaland Civil Secretariat, Kohima - 797004,
(hereinafter referred to as the “Govt. of Nagaland/ State of Nagaland” which
expression, unless repugnant to the context or meaning thereof, shall be deemed to
include his successor-in-office, administrators or permitted assignees) of the THIRD

PART;

MOoPNG, State of Assam and the State of Nagaland are hereinafter individually referred
to as “Party” and collectively as the “Parties”.

WHEREAS:

A. The Parties envisioﬂ an energy future characterized by availability,

—2[Page“




accessibility, affordability, efficiency, sustainability and energy security for the
people of India.

The Parties recognize the urgent and pressing need for collaboration and
cooperation to expedite exploration and extraction of mineral oil reserves in the
wake of increasing energy demands of India and its dependence on imports to
meet its energy requirements.

The Parties are determined to close the gap between the rest of the country and
the North Eastern Region, and to restore the North Eastern Region to a position
of national economic eminence, and have agreed to stand shoulder to shoulder
with each other and have pledged themselves to rapidly realize the goals of
socio-economic and political development by harnessing resources for the
benefit of the people, strengthening infrastructure, establishing peace and
prosperity, building capacity and institutions, and alleviating poverty.

The Parties recognize that the ongoing boundary dispute between the two States
has remained unresolved for over six decades and has resulted in
discontinuation of mineral oil operations and related economic activities in
certain areas, locking of mineral oil resources/reserves and depriving the people
of full economic benefits including the benefits of employment opportunities,
energy access and energy security.

The Parties recognize that the boundary dispute between the States is sub-judice
before the Supreme Court of India and adjudication of the dispute will take time.

The Parties recognize that socio-economic development is predicated on
availability and access to energy and are keen to expeditiously explore, develop
and produce the mineral oil resources situated in the ‘area of interest for
mineral oil operations’ as defined in clause 1.1 of article 1 below.

In view of the foregoing and recognizing the need and urgency of cooperation
and collaboration for promoting and securing energy access, energy secutity,
energy justice and economic benefits to the people, Parties agree that it is
imperative to make an interim arrangement during the pendency of the dispute
before the Supreme Court of India, for carrying out mineral oil operations in the
‘area of interest for mineral oil operations’. The Parties hereto wish to record
under this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), the terms of their mutual
understanding for carrying out mineral oil operations in the ‘area of interest
for mineral oil operations’.
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NOW THEREFORE, THE PARTIES HERETO AGREE AS UNDER:

ARTICLE 1
SCOPE OF MoU

The MoU aims to cultivate cooperation and collaboration between the Parties
for fulfilling the common objective of expeditious exploration, development
and production of mineral oil resources in the ‘area of interest for mineral oil
operations’, comprising of Sectors A, B, C, D, E and F of Assam Nagaland
boundary, as agreed by the State of Assam and Nagaland more fully described
in Schedule-I to this MoU.

To this end, this MoU lays down the framework of an interim arrangement for
cooperation and collaboration between the Parties for carrying out mineral oil
operations in the ‘area of interest for mineral oil operations’, during the
pendency of the boundary disputes between the States.

ARTICLE 2

COMMITMENTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

The Government of India, acting through MoPNG and the Directorate General of
Hydrocarbons (DGH), shall extend all necessary support and assistance to the
States for regulation and dé¥lopment of the mineral oil resources situated in
the “area of interest for mineral oil operations’.

ARTICLE 3

COMMITMENTS, RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS OF
THE GOVERNMENT OF STATES OF ASSAM AND
NAGALAND

The States recognize that petroleum industry is capital intensive and agree to
abide by the interim arrangement comprised in this MoU to ensure certainty,
uniformity, safety and security to all Contractors and Operators, workers,
machinery, equipment, movable and immovable properties etc. required for
carrying out mineral oil operations in the ‘area of interest for mineral oil
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operations’. The States shall deal with activities of local Civil Society
Organizations, tribal bodies, village councils, etc. in connection with the
operations.

3.2 The States, through the Committee appointed under Atticle 4.1, shall grant all
necessary licenses, leases, permissions and clearances to companies which are
or have been selected by Government of India to carry out exploration and
production in areas situated in the ‘area of interest for mineral oil
operations’ so as to enable them to recommence and carry out mineral oil
operations in the areas situated in the ‘area of interest for mineral oil
operations’. The respective State shall be responsible for ensuring that the
mineral oil operations are carried out without hindrance.

3.3 The States in collaboration with the Government of India will take necessary
steps to promote and encourage private participation in exploration and
exploitation of mineral oils in the ‘area of interest for mineral oil
operations’ as per the policies laid down by the Government of India in this
regard.

3.4 The States shall ensure that all mineral oil operations carried out in the ‘area
of interest for mineral oil operations® are carried out in compliance with the
provisions of the Oilfields (Regulation and Development Act), 1948, the rules
framed thereunder and all policies and implementation guidelines laid down
by the Government of India in this regard from time to time and shall take all
necessary steps to fully protect the mineral oil infrastructure and the
investments made by any cdmpéiny in carrying out mineral oil operations in
the ‘area of interest for mineral oil operations’.
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ARTICLE 4

INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS FOR
MINERAL OIL OPERATIONS

4.1 Application for grant of a petroleum lease for any area situated in the ‘area of
interest for mineral oil operations’ shall be filed before the Government of India
and both States. The Government of India shall consider the application in
accordance with the provisions of the Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Act,
1948 read with the Petroleum and Natural Gas Rules, 2025 and convey its decision
regarding grant of prior approval to a Committee comprising of, twe (2) officers
representing State of Assam, two (2) officers representing State of Nagaland and b
two (2) officers nommated by Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas who shall be
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special invitees to the Committee. Upon receipt of the prior approval from
MoPNG, the application for grant of the petroleum lease shall be considered and
decided jointly and unanimously by this Committee, comprising of the authorized
representatives of Assam and Nagaland, whereafer the States shall jointly grant
the petroleum lease for the said area.

The States shall grant all other necessary leases, licenses, permissions, clearances,
consents for carrying out mineral oil operations in any area situated in the ‘area of
interest for mineral oil operations’® based on the recommendations of the
Committee.
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The role of special invitees in Article 4.1 and Article 4.2 will be limited to g1v1ng
assistance and clarification.

All statutory inspections and audits shall be carried out by a team of authorized
representatives of both -State Governments jointly. Two officers nominated by
MoPNG shall be included in the team as representatives of the Government of
India.

The Exploration & Production Companies shall be obliged to submit all data and
information related to its exploration and production activities, in any area situated
in the “area of interest for mineral oil operations’, to the State Governments and
the Government of India regularly and shall pay statutory levies due to the State
Governments as per the terms of this MoU. All data related to mineral oil operations
carried out in any area situated in the ‘area of interest for mineral oil operations’
shall remain the property of the Government of India and shall be governed in
accordance with the provisions of the Petroleum and Natural Gas Rules, 2025 read
with the provisions of the contract executed between Government of India and the
Exploration & Production Companies.

ARTICLE 5

INTERIM FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR MINERAL
OIL OPERATIONS

5.1 For mineral oil operations carried out in any area situated in the ‘area of
interest for mineral oil operations’, the Exploration & Production Companies
shall be required to make deposit of the following amounts in respect of such
area, as per the applicable provisions of the Oilfields (Regulation and
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Development) Act, 1948 read with the provisions of the notification no.
0-22013/1/2001-ONG-III dated 17.03.2003 notified by the MoPNG in the
Gazette of India and the Petroleum and Natural Gas Rules, 2025 into two
separate accounts held by the State Government of Assam and Nagaland
respectively, in equal shares:
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fees and expenses payable for grant of petroleum lease;
security deposit to be made in respect of petroleum lease;
dead rent or rent;

ad valorem royalty on the production of mineral oils;

any other sums payable under the Oilfields (Regulation and Development)
Act, 1948 except any penalty or the prevailing market price of mineral oils
produced outside leased area; and

Jees and taxes payable to the State Government for all other statutory
licenses, clearances, permissions, consents etc. under the applicable
provision of any other law for the time being in force.

The two State Governments shall henceforth, receive any amounts that become
due prospectively as listed in clause 5.1 in equal share, in respect to any mineral
oil operation carried out in the ‘area of interest for mineral oil operations’,
including from all the existing fields operational from before and situated in the
‘area of interest for mineral oil operations.’ This stipulation shall exclude
any areas/part of a field not falling in the ‘area of interest for mineral oil

operations.’

In case of any new mineral oil operations in existing fields in the ‘area of
interest for mineral oil operations,’ the Exploration & Production Companies
carrying out mineral oil operations shall take necessary permissions as per
clause 4.1 and pay the requisite fees, and other payments as per clause 5.1 and

5.2.

ARTICLE 6
EFFECT OF THE MoU

6.1 This MoU records the mutual understanding of the Parties for expediting
exploration, development and production of mineral oil resources situated in
the ‘area of interest for mineral oil operations’ and merely governs the
procedural aspects of conduct of mineral oil operations in the ‘area of interest
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for mineral oil operations’.

This MoU is executed without prejudice to the respective rights, claims, titles,
interests, contentions, legal positions, and remedies of either Party. Nothing
contained herein shall be construed as an admission, recognition, concession,
waiver, relinquishment, abandonment, estoppel, or compromise by either Party
in respect of any issue. The arrangements contemplated under this MoU are
purely interim and ad hoc in nature and shall not create, confer, recognize, alter,
or affect any right, title, interest, jurisdiction, claim, or boundary. Further,
nothing contained herein shall have any bearing upon, or be relied upon in
connection with, the boundary disputes between the States of Assam and
Nagaland or any other dispute, proceeding, claim, or matter between the Parties.

ARTICLE 7
MISCELLANEOUS

No amendments to the MoU shall be valid unless executed in writing with
mutual consent and duly signed by all the parties to this agreement.

In case of any dispute or claim on any matter arising during the course of
implementation of this MoU, related to this MoU or any mineral oil operations
undertaken pursuant thereto, or in connection with the execution, interpretation,
removal of any difficulties in its implementation, performance, or non-
performance of this MoU or any or all of the foregoing, the decision of an
Empowered Committee of Secretaries comprising of Secretary, Petroleum
and Natural Gas, Home Secretary, Law Secretary of Government of India and
Chief Secretary, State of Assam and Chief Secretary, State of Nagaland shall
be final and binding. In case of difference of opinion in any matter before this
Empowered Committee, the matter shall be decided by an Empowered Group
of Ministers consisting of Union Home Minister; Union Minister, Petroleum
and Natural Gas; Chief Minister of Assam; and Chief Minister of Nagaland for
a decision that shall be final and binding.

The provisions of this MoU shall apply only to mineral oil operations being
carried out in such part of any block, field, contract area, petroleum lease area
which falls within the ‘area of interest for mineral oil operations’ as
described in Schedule- I and shall neither govern nor affect any mineral oil
operations, rights, obligations, licences, leases, contracts, permissions,
approvals, revenues or any other matter relating to the portion situated outside
the ‘area of interest for mineral oil operations’, which shall continue to be
governed by their respective applicable laws, contracts, licences, leases and
other instruments for the time being inforce.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have carefully gone through the
contents of this MoU and agreed to abide by the terms and conditions thereto in totality
and have executed this MoU through their respective representative/authorized
signatories on the day, the month and the year mentioned in opening para of the MoU.

For and on behalf of
THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA (First Party)

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED by AV‘N/

Name: ............ teesesensacanss rrertrecatecans .ees g

Designation: .............. Cerereriereeneinenennns .
Wb

Address: .......... Ceerreeeaeenaas Ceveesreneenas
(Authorized Signatory)

For and on behalf of

THE GOVERNOR OF ASSAM (Second Party)
SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED by
Name
Designation:
Address:
(Representative/Authorized Signatory)

For and on behalf of -
THE GOVERNOR OF NAGALAND (Third Party)
SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED by

Designation: ...ccoveveeieieriiiiieneieciencnanens
AdAress: ..coviiiiiiiiiiiieiianeenns ceeeersreeanens
(Authorized Signatory)

In the presence of Witness:
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