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Proceedings of the first session of the First Assam Legislative

Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2-30 p.m., on Friday,
the 9th April 1937. at a joint silling of the tws Chambers.

HIS EXCELLENCY’S ADDRESS TO BOTH THE CHAMBERS

On being requested by the Hon'ble President of
Council His Excellency addressed the chambers as foll

Gentlemen of the Legislatures,

the Assam Legislative
OWS —

The formal business of your first session is over ; both Houses have clect-
ed their presiding officers and you will shortly disperse before assernbling
again later in the year to discuss the important business which the Ministry
will set before you at the next session. My purpose in summoning you here
to-day is to welcome the members of the new Legislatures and ‘1o place
before you certain considerations which, I think, it may be helpfu} to keep
before our minds at this the beginning of a new order of things.

You will all have read His Majesty the King Emperor’s Bracians
message which was published on the 1st of Aprilia which He assures His
Indian subjeets that His thoughts and good wishes are with them on this
occasion when a new chapter is opening in thc‘ history of this land, and 1
am sure we must all feel grateful for the deep interest our Sovereign takes in
the welfare of His subjects, and realise too how greatly we need those good
wishes.

1 will not do more than conmntent briefly, for it is
been canvassed in season and out of season now forthe be
on the subject of the immense step forward in  constitutional development
that the circumstances of your and My presence  here to-day denote, You
are here to-day as represcntat:ves,' i a House greatly enlarged in numbers
of an electorate based on a far wider franchise than has ever been known’,
before ; the occupants of the Government benches all elected members of
the Legislature, are responsible to the Legisl Y as recard 10
whole field of public administration ; vernor n 1S %
rests as it did before that personal responsibility for every act whi hno i
ment saw fit to undertake. It is true, to quote the terms of vhlc Govers
the “‘executive authority of 2 Province shall be “exercised i eh ACt’. thz}t
Majesty by the “Governor”, on meaalf of His

and, again to quote the ¢ i
all execulive action of the “Government of z? : Sl no s

“to be taken in the name of the Governor”’, butr_f‘)_\;llr;gethﬁl?ilthbe _exllaress_fl:]{i
—by virtue of the Instrument of Instructions the Governor be vga“_pmhc
exercise o_f the powers’ conferred upon “him” to “he S ]1;‘: c;lun , int i
his “M::n?tgrs unless” this “would be inconsistent “with !hy t{'eIFl Vlci of
any of “his special “re.sponsibilities......._,or with the py e d_u ilment :
any of the functions which he ISR otk i” et dp oper 1se_:harge o

individual judgment®, g quired to exercise in his
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on the other, whercin, under the two categories of Reserved and Transferr-
ed, and irremovable Exccutive Council divided the functions of Government
with an clected element in the shape of two  Ministers. We now -have a:
Legislature consisting, first, of a-Lowrr House which is twice the size of the.
old Legislative Council and which contains neither a nominated nor an
official element and, sccgnglly, of an Upper House, mainly elected, the.
nominated element consisting of 3 members only. * One of these nominated
members, a lady, has Leen chosen” by the” Upper House as its Deputy
President, a unique occurrence, I believe, in the history of legislatures in -
India, certainly in Assam. Most important of all, the distinction between,
Reserved and Transferred is swept away and the elected Ministers - are in
charge of the whole ficld of administration. These are" all ' perhaps  rather
elementary facts, but théy are a back-ground of facts which we cannot too
clearly keep in mind if we are to see in true perspective the momentous
changes which have been brought about and the great responsibility which:
I as Governor, you as members of the Legislatures, and lastly our Council
of Ministers have from now on to shoulder. : -

The work of the Ministry is not going to be an easy task. First and
foremost, they will have to face a far from favourable financial situation.
Though by the terms of the Niecmeyer Report considerable relief has been
given to Assam, the important points being  the cancellation of her out-
standing debt to the Government of India up to 31st March 1936 which
means a saving of 19 lakhs annually in repayment: a recurring grant of
Rs.30 lakhs: and an increase of the share of the jute ‘export duty from
50 per cent. to 62} per cent., yet it is no use shutting our eyes to the fact
that her resources. as compared with her 1_1ccd's, are decidedly slender. ‘The.’
year 1936-37 will have closed with a deficit of some 46% lakhs, which ‘how-
ever was less by 11 lakhs than was estimated, and this  deficit, at present
financed by the Government of india, will have to be repaid within 18
months. For that it will be necessary. to rfﬂ.ise a loan and this will not be
done s of old by means of an ox'crt'i‘rah with a_benevolent banker in the
shape of the Government ‘of India, but will have to depend on what
arrangemenss can be made in the open market. It has,_ however, been
found possible, with the help of the Legislature and by great cffort on the
part of Government deparumcents to curtail FKPC“dlmre: to provide the new
Government with a balanced budget for 1937-38, a budget which you will
find when it is put before you in due course will estimate for 3 small
surplus on revenue account. ) i . o ;

I realisc that this financial handicap is a great di advantage to any-
Ministry that may take ofﬁcc2 at a time when 11:1=1ds are so sorely
needed for education, for social welfare  work, for  hospitals, for
improvemenls in rural conditions and a rundred 011117':‘ Ways ; and J
trust that critics, whether in the Legislatures or outside, will, when
ihéy feel called upon to asl‘_i wh}'! this or that’ project of bﬁtterment
is not carried out or why in this or that  direction  funds are not
forthcoming for some crying need, pause to make allowances and g
assist the Ministry in their task, not by handing out blame for failure
to spend, but rather comn}cndatxon for conmserving the public funds of
which they are the custodians. -

In this connection I feel I should take this opportunity of correct
ing once more a statement which Iunderstand has been ficely pubiished-
aud- that is.that 75 per cent. of our expenditure will be charged on
the revenues of thc province, an expression which means that bt

expenditure shall not be submitted to vote, though there is nOf!ﬁ!suCh

g to
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prevent . the discussion of such estimates except in respact of one item.
This statement is grossly inaccurate. Twenty-one per cent, not 75 PEE Ceks
is the correct figure, and of that 21 per cent. all but a small fraction
is open to discussion, discussion which I would remind the Houses
has not been ignored in the past and is not likely to be ignored in
the future. The real position in fact is this, First, as you know, the
Act confers no special responsibility on the Governor in the matter of
finance. Secondly, only 21 per cent. of expenditure will be not open
to a vote of the Legislature. Thirdly, only a small fraction of that
21 per cent. will not be open to discussion.

I would remind you too that the Opposition
of its own, and they will do well before condem
of a Ministry as unfit for their positions to consid
sure they can do better themselves and whether t
implement that belief by themselves shoulde
Government.

Finally, just one word about myself. We haye lately heard much
and read much about the use of special powers and questions  of
bargains and assurances in that connection. But it all' comes down to
this. We are here, pledged by our very presence here, to carry out
the provisions of the Act on which the whole structure of the Constitu-
tion rests and it is given neither to you nor to me by our individual
action to abrogate any part of the Act. But of ope thing you may
be certain. Any Government of any political complexion which takes
power under the Act now or in the future in Assam can rely on my
fullest help and support within the four corners of the Act, and those
four corners are placed pretty wide apart. I cannot Promise more,
and I certainly will not promise less. The present Ministry have accepteci
office on those terms and I think I may safely say that we tully
understand each other. I personally look forward hopefully to a happy
period of united work on behalf of the province,

And now, Gentlemen, you will soon bhe dispersing. I trust that
you will agree with me that the considerations which [ have
attempted to lay before you, and which I firmly believe, Are of the
highest importance, are considerations which jt is worth the while of
every member of the two Houses, whether they be supporters of the
Ministry or members of the Opposition, carefully to keep in mind
We have a great opportunity before us and it rests with us, each ix;
his different capacity, to use that Opportunity to the ful],

(His Excellency accompanied by his personal staff
Chamber.) aff then left the Assembly
he Assembly

has a responsibility
ning the members
er whether they are
| hey are prepared to
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- The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: T
till 5 minutes pﬁst 3.

The Assembly met again at at 3-15 p, : g :

Spcagacr in the Chair.) P-m. with the Hon’ble the

Adjournment motion 7 the method of realisation of
agricultural loans
Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :

MOV ot DEBESWAR SARMA: On 4

; point of information, Siry ...
The Hon l?Ie the SPEAKER: 1 think hon, members as;::)u'ld k:’lOW
that the rule is that one member should rise

e : at a time. If more
than one member rise it is for the Speakér to Bniblince Kietidine o
che - member who is 1o speak.

stands adjourned

I beg leave to
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Maulavi. MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, I gave
notice requesting the adjournment of the business of the House in
order to discuss the method of realisation of agricultural loans by the
Government in tbe districts of Sylhet and Cachar, and my friend has
requested me to add Nowgong to this. Nowgong may be added to
this, Sir. Sir, the method is very crude, antiquated. .......................

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order. The hon. member
should refrasn from speaking about the merits of the moiion. He is
to speak on the point as to how the motion is in order.

Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, I want to
know what has become of my motion. _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: You want leave to move the motion.
Please read out your motion.

Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: My motion js
this: That this House do adjourn for the purgose of discussing the
method of realisation of agricultural loans by th_e Government in  the
districts of Sylhet, Cachar and Nowgong which is a matter of great
hardship to the public. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Before deciding whether this motion
is in order or not, I must bring to the notice of the House that there je
already an adjournment motion fixed for to-day which is to be taken y
at 3-30 p.m. As all hon. members know, more than one ad_jom-nmc,ﬁ
motion cannot be moved in one day and it is also known to members th
the House is not sitting beyond to-day. In that case, the hon, membat
will decide what he is to do. Instead of asking for decision whether (1.
motion is in order or not, I place this fact for the consideration of tl}c
hon. members of the House. e

Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : The House
sit to-morrow as well. can
Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT: If the matter is of urg
importance spould not the House be prolonged ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is another matter. If you w,
decision on this point, I would like that the hon. mcmbez doe: !;;]::éz
certain facts before the House, regarding the method.

Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, the method
is antiquated and crude...... )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Will the hon. member sav fro
what time this method is being pursued ? : o

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May Ispeak a few words, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : On the question of merits

; : 1ol
going to hear anything...... s &
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Sir, my submission is that the method

of realisation......

Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY .
tinuous wrong, then it is a matter of great public <
the realisation is being made in that method ; it is
distressing to the public.

T ‘ble the SPEAKER : Whe : ;

amssil:lcg.Hon g 0 Was it perceived that it is most

Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU
Year and in this year in too aggravated form. G TR,

ent public

i If it be a con-
importance. Till now
Ost harassing and very

In the previous



& 42

N T Hon’ble the SPEAKER ;' The predecessor of - this House met in
September last, and ‘this matter might have been brought up then. I rule
that this motion'is not in order. o

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA: Ona point of information, Sir.......

"The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I'here should be no discussion. on the
ruling of the Chair.

. Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT: The matter is continuing for a long
time ; last year it was severe and this year it appears to be in a much more
aggravated form. I think, Sir, this forms a subject of an adjournment motion.

The- Hon’ble: -the SPEAKER: I again ask the hon. member to
refrain from discussing the ruling of the Chair. It has already been given.
.The hon. member awvho asked for leave was quite at liberty to say all
this before. .
Strength of the different partics in the House
: Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA :  Sir, the Congress party and the Euro-
pean block would like to know what are the other parties in this House and
what is their respective strength. Is this information available, Sir ?

“The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Iam not still in a position to supply
the information required by the hon. member. Please wait for some
.time and the hon. member will come to know the exact strength of the
- different parties.

Adjournment motion re realisation of land revenue from Illam
*  lands
Maulavi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHOWDHURY: Sir, I
beg to move the following motion :— ; 4
- T’hat this House fio fldjﬂurn for the purpose of discussing a matter of
urgent public lmportance, namely, illegal realisation of land
revenue which is still continuing from the tenants in respect of
tilam lands in Suresh Huaor in the subdivision of Sunamzan;
Sylhet district. Shih
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : As 1T have already told the House that
the House is not continuing heyond to day and there is alreads one ;Ldjour;x-
“ment motion to be moved at 3-30 p-m. ‘I think that when notice -df‘ this
“adjournment ‘motion is given, it will sufficiently serve the purpose of tt
‘hon.  member. Attention of the  Government will be drawn to th{c
~grievance m.\d the Hon’ble Minister in charge will take note of this -
Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALL: Hag the pointed attention £ th
Hon’ble Minister- been drawn to it ? G et
The Hon’ble Scijut ROHINI KUMAR GHA IRIA YVe§ Sif
. :N'Iaula..vi M.UNAWWAR ALL: Does the ngll)’lﬁilrg II%‘I[ix'lisyu’ o
to znmiatc ;ilqu;};;cs gt once ?OH
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI "KUN HURI :
,aireagg, g?nc tll\_ji'ough i}hc files. s QHAUDHURI' 1 hage
' aulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU Y. Wil the i
rca]igxatjoxh be sit)?p_ged pending inquiry ? CHAUDHURY ;W ill lth(.’_ ‘1llcga1
_ 1e Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR Q. HURT - ' q
a position to say that there js any illegal rcalislz;ltig.n A
Enquiry whether the Council of Ministry advised His Excellency in °
3} 104 . the preparation of his address

Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DER . |
Sir. May I know from the Hon’ble Ghief M
“the Council of Ministry advised His
address?

ter propose

I want to get this information,
¥ tnister in this House whether
e g-‘_\_C't;‘l}_ency. to-day in preparing his
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The. Hon'ble-Maulavi: Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD-SAADU] s
Courcil of Ministry did not advise. . .. : a5 e AADULLA' Thc.
Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB: Are you going to forego that
right ? W, e L ety 3 AGGP A n iy T e
" 7 “The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid _'ir M;UHAMI\/IAD SA.ADULLA S Thi’:rc
" is no such rightunder the Act. . UL AR By :
~ Babu KSHIRODE: CHANDRA DEB:: You might as well create a
convention' by advising His Excellency. B b _ s i
_ The Hon'ble: Maulavi Satyid Sicr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: - W;il
my hon, friend be pleased to be a little more patient 2 .
Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB:. Till' the Ministry is stable -2
(Laughiter). ' -y R

; Salary of Ministers ‘ 3
" Srijut’ SARVESWAR BARUA: Sir, yesterday my hon. friend
Babu Kshirode Chanira Deb asked **What is the amount of salary to: be
paid to the Ministers” ? The answer was given to the effect that th'cy were
not in a position to say as they did not know it till then.  Now,  Sir, may we
know if any amount has been fixed for them e ;
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have
nothing to add to what I said vesterday. o =
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA ; Are they going to act as Ministerg
without knowing what their emoluments would be ? (Laughter).
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: - We

have already started work.

Salary of the Speaker

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : -~ As the question of salaries to be paid t
the Ministers has been brought in I take this opportunity to S‘atf‘pi)efo o
this House that so far as I am concerned as | have come to occupy this ah re
as a member from the Congress party, with regard to the qucqtiona“f:‘
salary, I shall always be bound by the. Congress principles, And o fO.
as I am aware the Congress decision is that a congress man, takip ‘fﬁar
under the new Constitution, should not “ask for a salary afmorg ch_cc
Rs. 500 a month (Cheers). i (b : an
Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : On a point of infor
tion, Sir. May I'know if a congrcss man is cilc"cted to the Chajy Beis h.mr;";

by their decision even if he occupics that Chair ? a ou
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The present, occupant of the e
belongs to the Congress party in this House and he agreed tq occup ‘al_:r.
Chair on the strength of the Congress decision. The fact that hePY the
member of the Congress Party in the Assembly and that he ek was a
candidate for the Speakership by that Party cannot be forgotten 1‘;}3 35__3.
deciding what salary he is to accept, which is “his personal affajp. i ,nC in
gress principles should prevail with him, although he has ceaseq tc' bOn-
member of the Congress Party in the Assembly. 0. bea
Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Ts that in respect of salary alone ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : -Yes. In respect of salary alog.-':a (o
Motion re. issuing of distress warrants for realisi
i3 S i & - revenues . : _a'_l_‘sllﬂg lBjrrfaar
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ~I-have received

Maulayi Munawwar Ali and it runs thus i~
waranTthis"H.Ousc disapproves  the action of Government i
d s taking the raiyats by sutprise, for realisation (whi
accumulated arrear revenues from raiyats owning

notice of 2 motion from

' 1ssuing distress”
ch still continues)
lands "in “Suresh
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Haor” in Sunamganj Subdivision in the district of Sylhet at this eri-
tical time of the year when the raiyats are incapable of making any
payments.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, T would like to ask the hon. mem-
ber_whether this is a matter of general public importance,

Maulavi MUNNAWWAR AL - Yes, Sir. It is a matter of general
public importance inasmuch as it involves a big principle which, if once ap-
plied to a certain part of a country, may be applied elsewhere. Therefore
itis a matter of general public importance. Government must not be
allowed to apply a principle which js wrong and which they can take
advantage of by citing Precedence in other places. Therefore everyone is
interested in the matter,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: T also hold that this is a matter of
general public importance, more specially on the facts which have been
stated by the hon. member. He says that it is of general public importance
because the policy of the Government is wrong. But under Rule 77 (1)
I disallow this motion on the ground that the Minister in charge did not
give his consent.

Khan Sahib Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : From the statement
last made by the Ghair, may I know what principles have been laid down
by the Congress regarding. ..., ;

Babu KSHIRODE GHANDRA DEB: I see it is already 3-30 p. m.
and the adjournment motion must be moved.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma can
move his motion now.

Adjournment motion re, inadequacy of relief by Government
to the sufferers of Simaluguri and Jokaichuk and Teok

guri and Jokaichuk, and TFeok mouzas in Sibsagar district from
cyclone ciusing immense distress which still continues,”

Sir, in this connection I beg to submit that [
during the occurrence and [ saw the damage that had ha
visited every family and I can testify as to the
Within a few minutes seven villages and 125 famij;
everything has been destroyed and yet th
paid by the Government. I have been given to understand that an
enquiry is being made but the result is not yet out. When it will be
out nobody knows. A non-official enquiry was held and finished
and I have received areport in which they stated that the total damage
estimated is about Rs.52,384. Sir, this terrible havoc has  caused
immense loss, but this Government has not taken notice of it. Tt is
regrettable that inspite of this fact being published in the newspapers from
day today, the Government at Shillong has taken no notice of it

Sir, we have been told that from the 1st of April a new era has been
opened ‘and that peace and prosperity will prevail among the magg people.
But whether this Constitution which has been highly advertised is at al| 2
blessing ‘to the people, or whether this Constitution 15 really for a few or
not for many or whether a favoured few be well provided and the people
in general be faced with starvation, etc., are yet to be seen, Whether damage
isdone by cyclone or flood or by any other accident, the people are left to
themselves, It.is no econcern of the Government, it appears, So I submit

ere was no attention, no relief
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therefore that imme-diate steps should be taken and sufficient grant should
be paid. Therefore, T anneal to mv hon. coll=agues and to all of you here,
in the nam= of humanity. to consider this motion in the right spirit.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALT : Sir, I rise to support this
motion. This cyclone came all on a sudden when the people of the locality
were not prepared for it. Their houses were blown away. T heard that it
was so strong that even the birds and animals were blown_ oﬁ' in the sky and
they dropped down.” Unfortunately, the Deputy Comr:mssmner was not at
the station at the time, and when he came to the station, he went to the
place and he himself was convinced that a thing like this never happened
before and that it was a great calamity for the peop]e of tl_}ose villages in
which the cyclone took place. He could not give any relief to them but
issued a subscription list and perhaps a small amount of money was collected
and it was distributed among the v'llagers, but I must say at once that this
relief was most inadequate. The Deputy Commissioner himself told me
that 60 houses were affected by this incident and that many families were
ruined and that granaries were also affected. T did not rcally. understand
why the Deputy Commissioner did not ask Government for givmg relief to
these people. Perhaps T may sav without any fear of contradiction that if an
occurrence like this had taken place in a tea garden and if the houses of the
coolies were blown off in this way, tea garden managers or proprietors
would have come forward to give relief to their own coolies (laughter) ;
but Government did not give any sortof relicf to these poor villagers.
Sir, it is stated that those people whose houses were blown away have not
yet been able to build up their houses again. They are poor people and
anv small relief that could have been given by Government would have been
welcome. 1 therefore strongly urge that the present Government would
come forward to give a substantial grant for the relief of these poor people.
I do not surely blame the present Government for not giving any relief,
because at that time the present Ministry was not in existence. If anybody
is to he blamed it is their predecessors, but as the present Government is a
popular Government and as the Ministers are the representatives of the peo-
p'e, I hope they will have some kindness for the people and give immediate
relief.  (Hear, hear). . :

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SATKTA : On a point of information, Sir.
May I know from the hon. mover what is the present condition of the affect-
ed people—whether they are living now under the trees or starving ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. When the matter is going
to be discussed now, the hon. member should not interrupt. Every hon.
member has got the right to sneak ani he can deliver a speech and raise all
these points and the Hon’ble Minister in charge would certainly reply to all
tue points that will be raised.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: These s
not certainly points of order. What the hon. member wants to know is
that whether the peonle are living un‘icr- the trees or starving, 1T hope e
hon. member will enlighten us on that point.

. The Hon'ble the SPE -\I_(ER: That can be done by means of a speech
instead of raising points for information.

Khan Sahib Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:  May T know, S
action, if any, was taken by the Deputy Commissioner of the district ?

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : If any hon. member wants to know
these he may deliver a speech instead of asking all these questions. all
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Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Sir, I should say,
that the Hon’ble Minister in charge should make it a point to give relief
to the poor people, as we are now in a new era. Sir, so far as thé giving'
of relief is concerncd, we find that district officers are very slow. This is
riot a particular case in the district of Sibsagar, but T should say, from my
personal experience, that whenever there is a question of relief, district’
officers are always slow.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: T ask for your special permission; Sir,
to' know one little point from the Hon’ble Minister in charge and it is this.
When did this matter first come to his notice ? That date I want.

‘The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On the' 7th
of April, 1937. :

_ Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Since when the Hon’ble Minister ook
steps in the matter.

The' Hon’ble Srijut ROHINTI KUMAR C - i
the'morning of the 8th April 1937 at 8 a.m, - MDHURIE SIS

Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB :—On a poi .
atiy miotion like this is before the House, I think. sk ey " poroc. S+ I
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the D ’ bt Ll L)

f ai i J— cpartment to ans estion.
If any other question arises it may be answered ai‘terwardswcr the questio

The'Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  If a motion like this js moved; every

member can’ take his chance, including th > ;
e s e Hon’ble Mini it
speech. There is no hard and fast rule le Minister, to make a

k 2 that a' question sh eadl
as soon as the mover moves his motion. The lcllon movs;:rollld o anslzvere_cdl_
the Hon’ble Minister may wait till he k ' may speak an

B o KSHIRODE Gt nows all the facts, and then he' may
Babu DE : ; ¢
under rule 35. CGHANDRA DEB:  You may prescribe an order

The Hon’blé the § : 3 ;

now. H b] PEAKER . I am not gOIng to 'prescribe it just
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUM

hon. mover of tl?e motion for the adjournrﬁi{ntc ?Fékibl-ll—igslyf‘: Ihthar{k_ the
co-operation wl_nch he has displayed. Indeed, Sir, the matte or the spirit (_)f :
come to the pointed attention of this House but for the ster would not have
on the Tth of April and if he had heard what action GOVemp Whlch he took
I-feel confidert that he would not press his motion for the ment has taken,
the House.  Sir, even if I were in adjournment of

: his place to-da
disposed to move a motion of this kind. I take ith,haIt ‘:’};JCULCL nnc;;;I o}:;aeve dfelt
: r does

ot hold Government responsible for
gamagcs. ok 1 P the cyclone and the consequent

Sir, the Deputy Commissioner of Sibsasar visi :
after the occurrence and on the 18th I“e}_mu;g,.rY h::tﬁie;hte ioc?gxtgr 'ttwo days
Government, from which, Sir, it was clear that the mattcrp ‘]'rva.s to the
in'hand by him.  After that, Sir, the Government was waiting to see taken
actually the Deputy Commissioner needed and the tour diary of the' D what

Commissioner shows that a local relief committee was already Sta.rtedepu

people were being helped and medical assistance was given.  Now S; and
an occurrence of this sort, what the Deputy Commissioner gen ’ Ir, in
is to ask the Gircle Officer to enquire about the extent of the:g dera dos
to take steps ac_:cordmg_ly.- In the meantime, while the Sub.) amage and
tor’s enquiry was procceding a non-official enquiry was hel}c)luty Collec-
completed their labour sometime before the 2nd April 1937 e() O
April 1937, the report of the non-official Enquiry Cominittee v nf the 2nd
to His Excellency the Governor of Assam. A letter A adadsreszzggrcé?g
’ 2
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to.the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor of Assam and it
was dated 2nd April 1937. Well, Sir, that letter, with its enclosures, jwas
forwarded to the Government and it was actually received in the
Assam Secretariat only on the 7th April 1937. S, it will appear that be-
tween 18th February 1937 and Tth April 1937 no prayer for any relief,
either from official or non-official quarters, was received by the Govern-
ment. Now, Sir, on receipt of that application together with .the report
of the non-official Enquiry Committee, the Government sent a telegram to
the Deputy Commissioner for information as to what was being done and
what was needed. I will just read, Sir, the text of the telegram, which
was sent. Immediately after receipt of that letter this telegram was sent
to the Deputy Commissioner of Sibsagar :—
“ Please refer to your tour diary entry dated 18th February 1937
and wire what steps taken to ascertain actual estimate of
damage and whether any relief asked for was provided”.

That was, Sir, the telegram sent on the 8th {kpril.anfrl to-day we .have
received a reply to it. It is stated that the enquiry is still proceeding and
that the local non-official relief fund has helped the needy people.

Now, Sir, what we propose to do in this matter is this: we shall ask
the Deputy Commissioner to expedite the enquiry and tolet us know .the
actual extent of the damage caused by the cyclone. We shall, Sir, also
ask the Deputy Commissioner to suspend the realisation of the land revenne
in the affected area. Furthermore, Sir, we are going to ask the Forest
Authorities, through the Deputy Commissioner, to supply to actually needy
people bamboos and other forest produce, which are necessary for building
.the houses, free of any royalty. Then, Sir, we propose to ask the Deputy
Commissioner to let.us know if any gratuitous reliefis needed immediately
and if we find that some gratuitous relief is immediately needed we shall
certainly do our best to help the people in that respect. More than that,
Sir, we are unable to do.

Srijut: MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Ona point of information, Sir.
We have heard that granaries had been broken, seeds were destroyed and
crops were damaged. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture
break his significant silence in the Session and say whether he would be in
a position to supply seeds to the cyclone affected people of that locality. ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUHAMMAD ALI HAIDAR KHAN: We
have heard from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Rcver}uc:: Department
that as soon as we get the report from the Deputy Cornrmsstoner, we will
‘take over the matter in hand. Idon’t see why we should not give any
relief in this matter.

Babu KSHIRODE CHANI?RA DEB: We could not follow the
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUHAMMAD ALT HAIDAR KHAN: 1 say
Sir, that assoon as we get the report from the, Deputy Commissioner e
shall see what we can do in this matter. I don’t see why we should not
help the people. . :

Srijut. RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Sir, T only want toadd a. fey
words .to what my hon. friend has already said. I hail from the same
district and, so, I am in a position to say something of the facts relating to
the cyclone affairs. I beg to submit, Sir, that it is the way of Government
.always to minimise the distress of the people ; that is our experience. Byt

+3s.my hon, friend the Hon'ble Minister in charge has given the assurance that
SUspension of the realisation of land revenue would be given effect to; Lshal
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: : : e
not very much press the motion. But, Sir, I would submit that ;l&t ‘:rimfitl'lc
duty of the Deputy Comrnissmner to ha_ve sent an earlier repk s
should also have visited the locality carlier. .Tlie occurrence too dp e
the 14th of February, but the Deputy Commlssmr_ler, we understanf ,4 dzlys,
the place on the 18th February. Asa matter of fact, the d_elay 0t ke
Sir, in a matter of this disastrous nature goes to show what interes :
pathy the Deputy Commissioner may have

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ona 50"::
of order, Sir. T do not understand what the hon. member means by 4 aYt
delay. The occurrence took place on the 14th February and the DfiPug
Commissioner visited the locality on the 16th. So, there was a delay ol tw
days only.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: AJl right, Sir, still then, th,z
delay of two days  cannot be condoned (laughter), because the disaster lr
not only local but.it has spread throughout the whole of the district. Ollll
friends the Congress party visited the locality on the same day. Had the
Deputy Commissioner visited the locality on the same day, he would haylc
seen more havoc because in two days the people had some relief and built
some of their houses. In some places the big Namghar: have not yet beel;
constructed. I think the cost of construction of those Namghars wou
amount to some thousands, So, I submit that the relief, if at all gl_"eg’
should be very adequate and not a paltry sum like what has been realised,
i.e., Rs.150 only, which is ludicrous. = With these words, I beg to support the

motion and request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to give a hand-ome
amount for the relief of the poor people.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir
certain statements made by the kon. member compel me to take my stand.
must contradict the statement of my hon. friend from Golaghat that Govern-
ment always minimise the distress in these circumstances. I have the report
of the Deputy Commissioner dated the 18th February which I am going to
read to the House to show that the statement of my hon. friend is uni‘ouﬂd.ed'
His report is this :— [ have the honour to report that 2 violent whirlwind
covering about one-fourth of a mile in width passed over parts of the
villages Bareghoriapathar, Dulia Bharali

and Robigaon in Simolugurl
Mauza, Jorhat Sadar and Majnoragaon (Bam Char

Mauza in Sibsagar Subdivision, at about 8 a.m. on the 14th February 1937.
Almost all the houses and fruit- ili

p n down con-
verting some bastis to Faringati and Takalabari, and some 19 persons (both
women and children) inj ary medical help is being
rendered ”. I do not think that this Teport in any way minimises the extent
of damage, or the prey of the cyclone.

Next, my hon. friend took objection to the fact th
missioner visited these villages t

he had been listening to the spee
Keramat Ali, who comes from

angia) in Jakaichuk

at the Deputy Com-
wo days after the occurrence. I think if

ch of my hon. friend Khan Bahadur Maulavi

Jorhat Subdivision of the district in which
the villages affected are situate

d, he would have heard that the Deputy
Commissioner at that time was out on tour., Everybody in this House
knows that Sibsagar is the biggest district in the Assam Valley consisting of
three subdivisions which no other district in the Valley has, It may be
that the Deputy Commissioner was in a distant corner of the district and
he was thus prevented to come to the place of dis

tress earlier,
I think, Sir, I have placed sufficient materials before the House to show
that the District authorities in no way minimised the distress or are guilty
of negligence. §
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Srijut DEVESWAR SARMA : Sir, certain of my friends wanted to
know what was the extent of the damage caused by the cyclone. Before they
understand the situation they must understand that in our district of Sibsagar
a cyclone in its real sense is practically unknown and unheard of. So when
on the morning of the 14th of February last all of a sudden a cyclone came
the poor inhabitants did not know what it was and what was to be done :
they became panic-stricken. The havoc was done in a couple of minutes—i¢
came and it swept off everything in its way. I cannot give a better descrip-
tion of it than the Deputy Commissioner has done—(hear | hear !)—good
Prosperous villages were converted into faringati—( faringati is land where only
- grass and shrubs and small trees grow)—and prosperous basiis were converted
into fakalabari, which means a barren place. So within a couple of minutes
villages were rendered into Jaringati and takalabari. In my opinion the
area affected was 3 or 4 miles in length —(of course I shall stand corrected
because I have never measured the area)—but I cannot believe that the
Deputy Commissioner could not have visited the place earlier. Now, as
for the extent of the damage, there were—

In Jokaichuk, Charingiagaon—18 families affected.
In Lakdingia ... 13 2 »

Total 31 families.
Number of houses damaged—62.
Value of houses damaged—3,472 rupees.
In Jorhat—Simoluguri mauza—Lutharakhon—3 families,

Dulia Bharali ... 28 5

Robi o 4 30 5

Barghoriapathar i 14 i
Total 75

Value of houses damaged—Rs.12,992.
Total number of houses damaged was 113.
In Teok—Jagduar—2 families affected.
Sonari—2 A =
Total families affected — 110,
»» houses damaged— 300,
5 value of houses damaged— Rs. 16,800,
Namghars damaged ... 3.
Schools A 2,

nThfS Rs. 16,800 is estimated as damage to house property alone by the
on-official Congress Enquiry Committee. It does not show the extent of
th¢ damage (o crops.

stawﬁlnmher hon. member wanted to know whether the people were still
s, tg or were s‘t:'ll living _under trees. I am pamecll to hear such a ques-
= ‘al savours of inhumanity. We who are placed in better circumstances
trecs }(;r Ii)lay enquire wheth_er these poor people were really living under

b, amboo clumps. If anyone expected to hear that they were living
o therre?s or bamboo clumps even now he will be disappointed (hear! hear!)
Vel € 1s such a thing as the Congress Organization in that district, but

: L there was not, the people would certainly have done something out of
IT Instinct,
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Now, the next point at issue is, when the enquiry will be completed.
I am thankful to the Hon’ble Minister that he is holding an enquiry, but I
want to know when that enquiry will be completed. I confess a feeling of
grave doubt that if the Ministry has a reasonable chance of certainty that
enquiry may never be heard of. (Laughter.)

Now, Sir, I am sorry if I am providing meterial for laughter, but this
is a _motion which requiries sympathetic consideration. When we are
Tdealing with such a serious question like this it il] behoves us to laugh. Sir,
‘the occurrence took place on the 14th of February 1937, and this fact

.appeared in .the newspapers, and I think I have the support of the Deputy
Commissioner in this. ‘The report of a Deputy Commissioner under the
British regime is to be beliequ even if it supports a motion brought by the
Congress. The fact appeared in the newspapers — that there was distress.
The question is, did the Government stretch a helping hand to the staggering
~humanity of the place? What are we told by the Hon’ble Minister 3 _He
mentions the extent of damage, but he has not told us that any help has
been rendered. We have on_ly. been told that a private subscription was
started by the Deputy Commissioner who headed the list with a donation of
Rs. 10 (laughter) and that some Rs. 150 was realised.  Sir, we .have to be
grateful for small mercies, but the question is whet

; her any adequate assis-
tance was rendered by the Government.

That brings us again to two questions — the past Ministry and the
present Ministry. Surely, if the past Ministry rendered any help we would
have been told to-day “well, we have rendered this help, shut up.” But
nothing has been done by the past Ministry. Next comes the s
whether the present Mmgst_ry has been doing anything. Undoubtedly =
will be told that this Ministry has-not had enough time. The Hon’ble
Minister has told us that he heard of it only on the 7th of April.  We have
to believe the Hon’ble Minister if he says that he heard of the o
only on the 7th of April, but I cannot refrain from thinking tha
have heard of it before that date..................

Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT - Ofﬁcially 1

Srijut DEVESWAR SARMA : Well, Sir, then T hav ivi
Hon’b]g Minister into two _d1ﬂ'cre:nt water-tight com;a:?mgé‘t’;c!e;:::
the Hon’ble Minister as Minister and the other the Hon’b]e Minister as a
certain person with flesh and blood. If he says that pe heard of it on the
7th April, then how can he account for the oblivion during the period from
Ist to Tth of April ? Again the question is that this occurrence was pub-
lished in al! papers. There is one paper called Praiiy, P

CCurrence
t he must

AT : a which is the organ
of the same Hon’ble Minister and whmh, has b_een started with certain Cidgéas
and is going on even now. The Hon’ble Minister j

s the Editor of that
ook place,
mbers who are

Spent sleepless

Prativa. It wasreported in that paper what disaster ¢
broken and corns were damaged. Certain hon, me
portfolios moved up and down our Valley,

-houses were
now havin

T 5 . . nights and
restless days in moving about in their anxiety to do good to thgc peopl:ic
after their elections. Some one moved down from hil] ¢

= to

more than once. All this surely was for the good of the ppGOplgor}};if
cause otherwise this does not admit of any other interpretation, But
what about their not hearing anything of this disaster

. WhiChWESreotd
in all papers. Sir, we have advanced far in civiligy cporte

tion and we cannot
call a spade a spade. We have to take every one at his face value And

say they. are gentimen and we should believe them,
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~_Now, Sir, the hon. member Khan Bahadur Keramat'Ali supported the
motion but his statement that the Deputy Commissioner has'done all that’
he could do, cuts at the root of this censure motion. .

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI : On a'point of personal’
explanation, Sir, I did not say that. I said that the’ Deputy Commissioner
did not do what he should have done. :

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA : Thanks, then I am at one with him’
(laughter). Sir, during the disaster some makeshift bandobust for housing the
victims of the cyclone, was done and it is carried fon like that now.
Even the trees have been uprooted and we have read in the newspapers that
all the crops have been destroyed, the granaries were ruined,” houses
blown and all that remained is a2 miserable spectacle.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has got only twe
minutes to finish his speech. : S e

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA: 1 shall sit down in oné minute. I'appeal
to the hon. members through you Sir, in the name of humanity to support
this motion and not to feel shy of doing so because the Government may
not be pleased for that. In the name of humanity if the House supports this
motion that would serve as a caution to the Government to give the people’
the dire help they need. Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has been pleased
to say that the Government did not minimise the dlsas'tm: and loss and he’
quotes the telegram or the report of the Deputy Commis ioner. But he does
not state what the Government did to alleviate the distress of the sufferers.
T know how tons of tears can be shed but that does not feed the' hungry
nor provide house to the houseless. It is said that the Deputy Commissioner
sent doctors. But, Sir, the first doctor that was requisitioned was by hon.
Mr. Krishna Nath Sarma. The Deputy Commissioner himself has taken
three full days to go there. The place was at a d_;stg.nce of 18 miles from the
headquarters and the road was motorable and still it has taken three days
for him to come there. But when there is t}}e slightest trouble in a tea
estate he at once runs up with the paraphernalia of power, prestige, and
imperialism— the Gurkha police. In the case of the woman that stood'in’
immediate need of medical relief the doctor was _S?nt for from the Jhanzi
local dispensary. After sometime, he stopped coming and a' Jorhat Doctor
was deputed by the Deputy Commissioncr. After a few days he was alsg
stopped and the Jhanzi Doctor wanted fees to come, whxch- of course  the’
poor woman could not pay and she died without any medical aid towards
the gf-MA HENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Sir, this was an occurrence’ of
the past and it took place before the new constitution came into existence;
I think that the Hon’ble Minister under the new constitution is not and
should not be held responsible for that action done in the old constitution

In view of the statement placed by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister before
the House, I think the hon. mover ought to withdraw the motion_

Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: My, Speaker, the' hg
mover of the motion and the hon. member Srijut Debeswar Sy € hon.
appealed to the House in the name of humanity to support th‘rma' h_a:ve
We, Sir, have got every sympathy for the unfortunate suff S o
cyclone and whatever support it is in our power to give erers o.f' t_hfs
readily. But I think, it'is rather not fair to the Goveppros L. &ive it
say that they are not sympathetic towards the object mefl:lt ]_Bench.cs‘ to
At one time, I thought of rising to congratulate thes I—? ’th‘s et kil
Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri on the sympath on’ble Minister

h etic i :
shown in this matter, The Government recognise thatatt&t;lcdehage b:}::r'sf
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acute distress and they are also alive to the necessity of help to the people.
Even before the enquiry was finished, the Hon’ble Minister has promised
certain concessions and he has also promised further concessions if the
circumstances required it. Under these circumstances, I do not think that
this House will be justiied in censuring the Government through this
motion. I would appeal to the hon. mover of the motion to withdraw it
on the assurance given by the Government.

Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB: Bv way of information, Sir,
will the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture let us know the extent of loss to
crops in the area affected by this cvclone ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Sir, I have
no official information, excepting what has been said in the report of the
Non-official Enquiry Committee. The Non-official Enquiry Committee has
submitted a report and there it is stated that the extent of the damage will
go as much as to Rs. 52,000 in all.

Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB: Sir, I want to know only the
extent of the agricultural loss.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have no
information at all, Sir. That has not been stated in the non-official report

Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB: Did the Hon’ble Ministel:- in'
charge of Agriculture enquire about it ?

Th‘e Hon’ble Sriqu ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The whole
matter is under enquiry and the Deputy Commissioner will submit a
rep()}gl. I shall see that this report reaches the Government as early as
possible. -

Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB: I thi ir 3 :
not in the }%Jortgtl)li(ﬁ)f the Hon’ble Mr. Ghaudhuril.nk’ Sit, JeETICHUIERE
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM M ;
matter is being dealt with in tl}‘xe Revenue Deparimgx]?t, gﬁtADULLA Ly
£ S;uut I:‘;JI}{NA GEANERA SARMA : On a point of information,

1r. want to know when the enqui -
o s ST quiry was first started and how many more

Srijut BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI: I would sug ;
the motion can be withdrawn if the Government wiuiga%?:éesw’ L
appointment of a mixed committee of both officials and non- to the
enquire 1r]1t0_t‘1;.1§3 rIl)]EItItfrI'{AH\IAN : r

Maulavi N : Sir, after the e
the situation in the cyclone-affected area by my hor‘ila})r?giga F?‘POSH!OH of
we find that the Government has not given any definite as rom Jorhat,
matter. From what we have heard from the official side a;surarﬁ;e L ChC
the hon. mover of the motion there cannot be any reason to ":: as from
help should be extended to these poor people in the affected are;y t{l ¢l
part of the country also, Sir, namely, the Surma Valley, these ¢ -el n our
almost of constant occurrence. 1 mean to say we meet Witﬁ‘.c:nc? are
every year. What I want to submit in this connection is that lhel Ha st
Minister should, whenever there is a similar occurrence in any a on'ble
prepared to urge upon the Government the necessity of taking Sl
measures to meet the distress in the affected area. With these wgrd‘z”’gﬁ’r
I would request the new Government, or rather the popvlar Governm ir,
as has been styled by my hon. friend Khan Bahadur Keramat Alj ent
properly handle the situation and help the distressed people, o

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Sir, wh
heard the mover of the motion, we all felt very sorry for the ?F‘ s

cople Oilthese "nr"gtu.na.te villages. We are glad to find" that the séo;?r?ug
went is also sympathetic In this matter and are trying to help these people,

officials to
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But -the_ question is when this help is going to be given. The .Government
have said that an enquiry is being made and as soon as the report ‘reaches
them they would try to give the necessary help. Nobody knows when this
enquiry is going to be completed. Now, Sir, as we are finishing ‘our Assem-
blv business to-day, I think it would be a good idea if the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of Revenue would undertake a tour to that unfortunate locality
without any further loss of time to ascertain the extent of damagle by his
personal observation, and then pass orders to give the necessary he p to the
people, without waiting for the official report. If they can do that, Sir, T
think it will satisfy all. X

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, I shall speak a
few words, since the hon. member, Srijut Debeswar Sarma referred to a
Medical Officer who was alleged to have taken fees at the time, I should
very much like to know whether this is really a fact. This is what I find,
Sir, ir the report of the Deputy Commissioner which was received in the
month of February. ‘“Medical aid has been provided by the Civil Sur-
geon for the injured and a local committee is functioning to provide relief
temporarily to the destitute. Local people have been very prompt to help
their neighbours. An accurate estimate of the damage will be ascertain-
ed in due course ”. Now, Sir, itappears that medical aid has been render-
ed and in my mind I cannot think of any medical officer taking fees
under these circumstances.

Maulavi MUNAW WARALI: But what we hear, Sir, is that it is a
fact. !

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, we will make
an enquiry if any such thing has been done. And if the hon. member
will give us the name of the Medical Officer who has taken fees, we shall
be very glad to make enquiries. : % S

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA: On a point of explanation, Sir,
What I said is that the Jhanzie Medical Officer demanded fees later on. If
further stated that a Jorhat doctor was sent to start with, but after gz few
days, about the time that the woman who was injured and almost dying, no
reliel was given. So the poor woman could not avail of any "medijcal
assistance. 1 repeat my statement, Sir, and I stand.‘b_y it

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : O’lf;l;e Hon’ble Mzimstcr said he wanted
to know the name of the Medical cer concerned. _

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLs—ROY: Yes, Sir, if his AAae
is given we shall make the necessary enquiry.

Babu BIPIN BLHARI DAS: It seems, Sir, that the cyclone took
place on the 14th February and it is two months now. May we - knoy
when this enquiry is going to be finished and when this relief is going to
reach the destitute ? 1 want to know the maximum time required for

this purpose.
The Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT : Sir, all

that 1 can say is that I expect a very early report and I shall do what

best can be done.
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: May I know, Sir, when this

enquiry was started ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR
enquiry was started on the 15th February, The G]giAUDHURI :,  The
states in his report that the enquiry is being made puty  Commissioner
Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: Isitnot strange Sir, that th; ;
bas taken two months and it is not yet finished ? ~1p thisie this enquiry
itis impossible to expect anything before itis too late 8% go on like this,
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Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T think the motion has been sufficiently
discu'fs}t:l. tI).zlis better for the hon. member to decide his course of
acumSlt"ijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: On a point of information,
Sir. Will the relief be started only after the enquiry is finished ?

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: While I am thankful to the
Hon’ble Minister for the statement he has made, I would suggest my own
terms viz., that Government should do away with the official enquiry and
depend upon the non-official enquiry report that has been submitted and on
the basis of that report give some gratuitous relief immediately. That is
my first point. The second point is that the people of the affected area
should be granted remission of land revenue and allowed to have free supply
of forest materials for the construction of their houses. These are my terms

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. member mean to say

that he will withdraw his motion if the Hon’ble Minister undertakes to fulfil.
these conditions ?

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: On these conditions I am pre-
pared to withdraw my motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: If the Hon'ble Minister does not
agree then you will press the motion ?

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA : Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
that I have very little to add to what I have already said.

to wire to the Deputy Commissioner to expedite the matter
already said, I will do m

Sir, I find
We are going
and, as I have

i y best to get his report as early as possible. Now
I can only inform the House that if the extent of remission, which is to be

granted to the affected areas, do not exceed Rs. 10,000, the Commission-

er will be competent to deal with the matter himself and he need not
send any recommendation to Government. But should the remission exceed
that amount, the papers will be sent to Government and Government will
certainly consider the question as sympathetically as possible.

As regards the gratuitous relief we are also making enquiry as to what
amount is really necessary and unless we receive a report from the Deputy
Commissioner, it is not possible for us to do anything in the matter, When
we get the report from the Deputy Commissioner, (I hope we shall get it
soon), we shall give our careful consideration to it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am afraid the Hon’ble Minister
has not answeret:i the question put forward by the hon. mover. What he
wanted to know is whether Government is ready to accept the report of the
non-official enquiry committee.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KU

1 ELLN MAR CHAUDHURI ;
accept thq non-official committee’s re

portin its entirety. Certainly it will

1 ¢ that of the Deput C issi 2
report. And I can add this that if any distress has Eeer? aczg:lﬁ:sﬂleoc? e}:;ys

reason of delay in sending the report, certainly we are very sorry for it,
Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: Inview of the statement made
by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge and by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister
pefore the House I beg leave of the House to withdraw the motion,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then has the hon,
withdraw the motion ? n. member leave to
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT .

Yes.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion stands with,

drawn.
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Election of members to the Assam Communications Board

_ The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Asa result of voting for the election
} %f eight members to the Assam Communications Board the following mem-
4 bers have been elected :—

1. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,

2. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda,

3. Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua,

4. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma,

5. Srijut Lakshesvar Barooah,

6. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri,

7. Maulvi Muhammad Amjad Ali, and

8. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
mber to the Eastern Bengal Railway Local Advisory

Committee

election of one member to the Eastern Bengal
Srijut Purandar Sarma has been elected.

Election of a me

As a result of voting for the
Railway AdviSory Committee,
Election of members to the Assam-Bengal Railway Local Advisory

Committee

As a result of voting for the election of two members to the Assam-
Bengal Railway Advisory Committee, Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan and Babu
Kshirode Chandra Deb have been elected.

\ Public Accounts Committee

\  Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: May we know the result of voting on

¢he Public Accounts Committee ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The counting is proceeding and
when the result is out it will be announced in the Gazette.

=)
N

Prorogation of the Assembly

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In exercise of the powers conferred on
him by s=ction 62(2)(b) of the Government of India Act, 1935, His Excel-
lency the Governor is pleased to declare that, at the conclusion of the
meeting of the 9th April 1937, the Assam Legislative Assembly do stand
prorogued.

The Assembly was then prorogued.

Shillong, A.K. BARUA,

The 15th April, 1937.) Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly.
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At page %, read “ Babu Kamini Kumar Sen *, for ¢ Babu Bipin
Behari Das ” in the two places where the latter name occugy .
Shillong, } A. K. BARUA,

The 15th May 1937. -Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.



