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Hon’ble Speaker:- Just one minute. Actually I have received around
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Dr. Mansing Rangpi (Baithalangshu) : Hon'ble Speaker Sir, thank
you very much for bringing the Speaker's Initiative on many matters
starting with Tea Gardens then the Hill Areas and now the Socio-
Economic Development of Barak Valley. Assam consists of two val-
leys, the Brahmaputra Valley and the Barak Valley and between these
two valleys, of course the Hill Areas. All the speakers so far have
been speaking solely about the Barak Valley. But for going into the
Barak Valley, one has to travel accross the Hill Areas. Without tak-
ing care of the Hill Areas, there will be a bottleneck. The squeezing
that has taken place between the Barak and the Brahmaputra Valley
are mainly due to lack of interaction between the Barak and the
Brahmaputra Valley. Our gap is mainly emotional. There was a time
when there was a lot of integration between the Barak and the
Brahmaputra Valley. For those who don't recall, one must remem-
ber that our third Chief Minister of Assam, Bimala Prasad Chaliha
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got elected from the Barak Valley instead of being elected from the
Brahmaputra Valley. And later on, people from the Barak Valley
also were given places of prominence, like Moinul Hoque Choudhury
during the Congress regime, during the BJP regime, Prafulla Kr.
Mahanta, Hon'ble MLA who is present here, Sohidul Alom
Choudhury. Now, the same spirit has to be revived for giving a place
of honour, that sense of belonging to the State and this must to do
with our mind. Today, our minds are opening up. Its occupying our
mind's space for bringing this socio-economic development of Barak
Valley in the public domain. It is said that what is out of sight is out
of mind and the other thing is that, the eyes do not see what the mind
doesn't know. So, it is occupying our mind's space and for this, while
going to the Barak Valley we must take care for exemple, the four
lane, the bottle/neck of course in the Hill Areas in Dima Hasao,
beyond Jatinga. The same problem is there with the alternate route
from the Brahmaputra Valley to Barak Valley. All people have been
speaking of having to go though Meghalaya. There is actually a pro-
posal for having the Assam State Road Project from Amsoi Gate,

Amsoi, Baithalangso, Dongkamukam Kheroni, Diangmukh and beyond
Panimur, Dehangi, Guinjung, Harangajao and Silchar. That will pass
through Katigorha Constituency. The other poll in will pass through
from other area Borkhola and the Constituency from where Hon’ble
MLA Shom is presenting. So that prong attack so far the progress has
been made in the poll in but not in the alternate land and in the 12"
Assembly. One resolution was about to be passed. That the alternate
road from the Brahmaputra Valley to the Barak Valley should be taken
another State Road Project but due to the problem of mainly land
acquisition which actually delaying the project. That one because of
this NRC update. But the NRC update is almost over. So, now the
land acquisition problem should not be there and sufficient money
has been given to us by the Ministry of Road Transport and High
ways in the form up Special Acceleratory Road Development
Programme North East (SARDPNE). Now that one money has to be
utilized for the construction of this road what was form, actually the
resolution could not be passed because of lake of finances. Now we
do not have lake of finances. This matter should be perused and there
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1s always that sighting one problem is that the soil condition is not
good, the roads are very bad specially in Kalayan subdivision,
Hon’ble MLA Amar Chand Jain knows, that three roads have already
been built in Maligaon area due to erosion another road has been
built bridges has collapse. Now new technology has to be adopted.
The technology has already been tried from the road from Sokhna to
Karsion in North Bengal in Darjeeling district that i1s within our rich
and it is implementable. So that no more erosion takes place. So that
takes care of the road communication and about rail communication
that just a little hundred years old being recently converted from meter
gauge to broad gauge. Any land slide at gauge any heavy rain at gauge.
This rail line remains closed. Now for these other people have
mentioned that we should actually established of proper rail
communication from the Brahmaputra Valley to the Barak Valley and
back. Now this one it has to be taken right earnest that because this is
not only for Barak Valley. This will go beyond Barak Valley to Tripura
to Mizoram and to Manipur. Actually augment a Act East policy. For
this from Mizoram it will go on to Kaladan River up till Sittwe that
give us actually a port access which special agreement with Myanmar.
Now unless this Barak Valley is developed that Act East Policy will
remain only on paper. We have to developed and once they Act East
Policy all the dhara phase are established the Socio Economic
Development of Barak Valley will take palace and the other thing is
not only from Assam we have to some synergy with those other states
like Meghalaya, Mizoram, Manipur and Tripura. Because they stands
to benefit along with the Barak Valley and Barak Valley when we had
the Stake Holder’s meeting on the 23" July in Gopinath Bordoloi
auditorium. There was a talk of actually all the sick tea gardens out of
108 tea gardens there many of them sick. This one can be revived by
having actually Tea Auction Centre with people one to buy tea from
the Barak Valley with this own peculiarities, own aroma its own
flavor. Not only from Guwahati Auction Centre if it a established
there and people will demand the development of rail, road and of
course air connectivity as our Hon’ble Member Aminul Haque Laskar
said that air connectivity is unaffordable from cost. 16 thousand rupees
while going from the Delhi from here it is around under six thousand
rupees some we get. Now this is the scheme by the Government of
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India is called Urann. We must get the Ministry of civilization to
actually bring about this Uran Scheme for actually subsidizing this
air connectivity of the area and that way can get a connectivity and
other matters that must be revive is that Hon’ble Member Shri
Kamalakhya Dey Purkayastha talk about actually lake of power. In
Tripura we have actually a gas space power station called Palatana
power station. Now in Barak Valley we have gas availability at
Adamtilla. Same model that they have in Palatana or the same model
that they have in Namrup that gas can be utilized for generation of
power and while we will talk about flood in the Brahmaputra Valley
we forget about the flood in the Barak Valley. There sub plan for
actually implementing the Tipaimukh Project which will actually
generate by power at the same time that also will control by flood
and the erosion that all other Speakers spoken about and about the
industrialization.

Hon’ble Speaker :Please conclude. I cannot give you more time. If
you can give in writing your suggestion that will also a part of the
debate.

Dr. Manshing Rongpi : Sir, we have to have both mental and physical
and emotional integration between the Barak Valley and the
Brahmaputra Valley for all round development of the Barak Valley
along with the rest of the state. Thank you.
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