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Directorate of cultural affairs

The

real challenge before us is to plan the necessary measures of conservation

with a view to assure the survival of these built cultural heritage and unique

symbols of our civilizations for centuries to come, with as little intervention

as possible but without altering or modifying in any way the authenticity of

their original character. To ensure the stability as well as proper conservation

of our cultural heritage, there is a need to give more thrust to the scientific

research in conservation options must be based on a preliminary investigation

which includes the knowledge of physical nature of the object ( constituent

materials, architectural characteristics, production techniques, state of decay)

and of the factors which induce or could induced its decay. In other words, as

in the case of medical study the filed of conservation therapy to be based on a

correct diagnosis.
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Cambridge 
The Art is the making of objects, images, music, etc. that are beau-
tiful or that express feelings. Culture Culture
is the atrs and other manifastations of human intellectual achieve-
ment regarded collectively. The ideas, customs and social behaviour
of a particular people or society.  
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Shri Bhirbhadra Hagjer : I will start with what I understand Art and
Culture. Art and Culture generally speaking, when we speak about certain
period is generally speaking its reflection of the civilization of that Era
of that time period. So, when we speak of culture it means that certain
efforts has gone into this various aspects of building, inscription, writing,
dance form, songs forms etc. to bring into the existing level of excellence.
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It is the artistic effort had gone into all that. So, as we find the present
instances today. Many speakers has spoken about the present scenario
here. Five hundred years hence in future people will be talking of this at
length because we are of well documented and we are well preserved
and people will have a certain sense of pride in speak of certain names in
the features of the present scene. But what about us when we speak of
our past, we cannot have the same sense of pride to speak of certain
things which have gone, which have taken 1000 years back or may be
even more earlier. Because we don’t have the proper documentation for
it. My colleague Smti Suman Haripriya, she has rightly said that we are
to conserve our heritage. Now this is the key word here and when we
speak of heritage, we speak of the archeological monuments that is
existing here and the writings if they are available and other inscriptions
that are tangible, that can be seen, that can be heard but what about the
intangible which cannot be seen, which cannot be heard or there are
some about which we do not know much because we do not have the
proper documentation. This is why, I think we need to emphasize on.
More so, I will speak of the smaller tribes, the micro tribes that live in
Assam. They are in the risk of being sub seeing by the pre-dominant
tribes in respects of language, in respect of tradition and customs that is
used or practiced.  The ritual is that go into the  native rituals.  These are
in the process of disappearing because of the pre-dominance of the other
Tribes or other Communities weather.  That is why we have to conserve.
We have to conserve because these are also our heritage.  Hon’ble Speaker
Sir, when you held that meeting in Central Hall, one of the Speakers in
which Suman Haripriya also mentioned about the douzaling Hudding.
Douzaling Hudding of Dima Hasao was first mentioned by J.H, Hatim
and JP Mills in 1936 in the Asiatic Society General.  After that nothing
has been done on that Archeological remains.  In 2016 about three years
back three professors of Archeology Shri Thakuria, Shri Bezbaruah and
Proff. Deuri rebind with a group of student and  visited that side.  They
could not do much.  They took some pictures, at least the existing has
been proven that it exist since in the face of the earth and they have
come back.  But nothing much has been done so far.  And between these
three years, twelve more sides have been found.  These are belief to be
primacy dated.  Whatever the people of that point of time that is almost
two thousand years back is very important for our heritage.  And anything
that is BC becomes world heritage sides.  IT is one of the criteria.  It
automatically will become a world heritage side and you can just imagine
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the importance that will be attached to those relics. If they are properly
inventoried, properly documented and properly projected to the world
at last such monuments are in existence not only  in Dima Hasao, may be
existing in other parts of Assam as well about which  still we don’t know.
Twelve places are there, may be even more.  Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I will
reflect to draw your attention to the yesterday’s   Telegraph Paper.  They
have written the skull and bones in Mizoram Ministry.  It is exact thing
which that day one of the Speakers has spoken but the features was
found and inside the features there was skull and bones.  It is the same
thing.  So that is pre BC.  Now in Mizoram it was only found about
several months back but in Assam it find in 1936 by Mr. JH Hatim
and by Mr. JP Mills who are officers in the British Colonial
region.  But what pen says that nothing was done for the
past 83 years.  Hon’ble Speaker Sir, so my earnest request
to your good office that Archeological Department should
be provided enough funds, adequate funds to scalded  these
inventoried whatever is position as is varies and to
documented and  whatever possible to do some carbon
dating so that we can at least give attach your time period
to this and then.  If it is pre BC, that it will be world heritage
side and it will affect a lots of tourist and we the present
people of Assam can take pride and even speak of this in
the sense of pride that this is our heritage.  Assam has also
such a rich heritage.  About the tangibles when we speak of
conservation of heritage let me briefly mentioned about the
Nilachal Hill here.  So many building are coming up
mushrooming all around the Nilachal Hill.  Somehow it is
not in concerning with the ambience that it should go to a
place of worship and that such a  famous place of worship
which is known all over the India.  Lots of commercial
activities are taking place there and other than some other
place of religious worship.  So, I draw your attention to
this.  If some restrictions is brought about in construction
activities in and around the Kamakhya.  So the proper
ambience is retained in Nilachal Hill.

Hon’ble Speaker : This is a very important point you
have raised.  So message must go.  You warn the
Architect actually.
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Shri Bir Bhadra Hagjer (Haflong) : Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I will
draw your attention  to another preservation of the ruins of Kachari
Kindom recovered at Borpather.This not new.It was mentioned ear-
lier in the Archological studies also about Borpothar.People know
about that, know about his existence.But the proper documentation
has not been done, proper Carbon dating not has been done that. Its
need to be done so that it can be spoken off in proper light in future
also. About the language in the fine and arts of the tribals which I
have briefly mentioned in few minutes back.As per the world sur-
vey 576 languages are on the way of being disappearing.Here in
Assam also we have few languages  which are on the way to
extinct.They are now exist on only old writings, which are now not
spoken off also.This way the language has gone.These are also to
be documented.If possible the study of language also be try to
revive.Because they are also heritage.
Hon'ble Speaker :If possibbe you could submit some names who
have the knowledge on those things .So that we can supply it to the
Government.
Shri Bir Bhadra Hagjer (Haflong) : Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I will do
that.Thank you very much for giving me the oppourtinity to speak
on this matter. I will give more on details on writings and I submit
to Hon'ble Member Mansing Rongpi,Hon'ble Member Ronuj Pegu
and other Hon'ble member as well.
Hon'ble Speaker  : I will wel coming the written writings from the
Hon'ble Member. Because it not possible to allow every  member to
speak in details as the time is short.So I request the Hon'ble Mem-
ber to say their main point and submit the details in writings.So that
it can be a part of the record and the Government will look into the
matter.

it will be a part of the record.
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it will be a part of the record.
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changing the name of
Silchar Railway station as a Bhasha Sahid Railway Station in the state
of Assam. Already Central Govt.
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allow 

 This is possible because of your cooperation.
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Hon’ble Speaker : Now, Dr. Mansing Rongpi .
Dr. Mansing Rongpi : Thank you very much for giving me this oppor-
tunity to speak on the preservation and Development of our unique cul-
ture of Assam. Now, I speak on behalf of actually the un-represented
micro community of  two hill districts of Karbi-Anglong and Dima Hasao
where we actually  faced the actual threat, real threat of extinction and
due to our unique customs, ideas and beliefs, which makes us unique,
which gives us our identity and which act adds to cultural richness of
our state and these are actually held on by a very few people . Some
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Communities are very small, for example, Rangkhal or Bete or Mar
kuki. We are talking about here the dominant group which also face
actually some sort of degradation or actually an extinction .Well, if the
dominant groups feel the threat, then our threat is more acute and we
have a lot to present to the world which is relatively  unknown to us.
Just a few minutes ago, our respected colleague Dr. Ranoj Pegu, spoke
about the need for the State Government to actually give some sort of
support to the Karbi Youth Festival held every year at around mid Feb-
ruary, which actually occurs in the peak tourist season. This can actu-
ally be incorporated to not only give support but will get something
more in return . Because, the Hornbill Festival which is smaller and
relatively newer is generating more income for Nagaland . Then, why
cannot the Karbi Youth Festival, which is the biggest and old here be
held up as the better alternative for variety, for its grandness, for its
vastness to be presented to the world? And some moments  ago, another
of our Hon’ble colleague Mr. B.B. Hagjer spoke about the fear that 576
languages faced extinction and this actually occured most  so actually
in the last century and by the end of the century may be around 50% ,
some say 90% of the spoken languages and  culture that we have will
become extinct and just now, 80% of the world’s speak just only 1.1%
of the languages that occured in the world which now numbers around
7,000 and the dominant languages we know say English, Mandarin,
Spanish, Hindi, Bengali etc. have no fear of extinction  but  smaller
smaller communities which actually needs preservation and for this speed
support or  what was formally royal patronage that were spoken by our
former speakers which was given. It is now the turn of the State to
actually give due patronage which these languages have unique cul-
tures, which are actually our heritage, which are our inheritence which
would be lost. And just  only a few languages and cultures actually
which are that valuable to be revived. One fine example was the Hibu
language which for around 200 years ago was dead but was revived.
But, not all languages and cultures can be like the Hibu . Another one
which made  dramatic recovery due to state patronage was the Irish
Gaelic language and culture in Ireland which got  independance in 1926.
At the time of independence, only 4% of the total population spoke
exclusively Irish Gaelic, 12% spoke both Irish Gaelic and English, 84%
spoke only English. But, by the turn of the century i.e. from 20th Cen-
tury to 21st century, 100% of the population of Ireland spoke Irish Gaelic.
Infact,  the present Prime Minister, Leo Varadkar is of Indian origin and
he speaks Irish as could as the Irish as such beautiful language. Like
wise, all these Micro Communities that inhabitate in all the hills and
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which are in fear of extinction is not due to the people that don’t want to
learn the languages but is due to economic pressure.

Hon’ble Member, Satyabrata Kalita spoke that some of this Art-
ists and some of this exponents of this Art and Culture living very very
meager existence. They have to perform very menial tasks to keep their
bodies and soul together. In the hills, most of these people in these Mi-
cro Communities who fear the loss of their  language and culture is due
to economic reasons where they are compel to learn the language and
culture of the more dominant ones for job opportunities, employment,
education and since they get displaced from the roots, it is desireable
that all the micro communities which developed in their own micro
environment with their unique culture and unique languages should
actually be  allowed to thrive in their own environment and  for this,
economic intervention would be necessary for the preservation and the
development of their culture. And, we have many things to  present, say
for example, the Karbi culture is unique bamboo culture. After 3 failing
bamboo of 1996, when plywood could not be made, most of these bam-
boo made boats, that were made, came from Karbi-Anglong to support
two very big Industries. One was Timpect in Byrnihat, and another is
Amingaon which  makes bamboo made boats which are even better
than plywood. So, it is not only just culture, it is economy that comes
into play and the micro communities if given economic support will be
able to keep their culture , languages and their traditions alive. For more
presentable form, I will give in the written form. Sir, thank you very
much for giving me this limited time .
Hon’ble Speaker: Thank You, time  is limited that is why I could not
give you much time.
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"No education can be complete which does not pay proper attention to
the development and refirement of the emotions. This can be done best
through and the provision of facillities for training the sensibilities by
the practice of one of the fine arts. Apart from the general question of
developing the finer aspects of personality through artistic education,
there is also the immediate utility of such education in developing our
manual skill and perceptive sensibility .It is recognised today that edu-
cation at pre primary or nursery stage can be best imparted through
training the child in the matching of colours, shapes and sizes. This
releases the creative instinct in the child and thus diverts his superflu-
ous energy from merely destructive channels into those of social
behaviour and decorum. Thus, whether from the point of view of the
training of the emotions or refinement of seintements or development
of manual skill and creative urge, the importance of art as an element of
education cannot be overemphasised.

From the inaugural speech of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Minis-
ter for Education on the occasion of the inauguration of the Lalit Kala
Akademi on August 4,1954.
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Art and Culture is a way of life.
in my opinion if art and culture along

with sports are integrated with education   then the question of pres-
ervation and promotion will be practically possible
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erative Society Amendment Bill, 2019 be taken into consideration.

The Assam Cooperative Soci-
eties (Amendment) Bill, 2019 

The Assam
Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2019, be passed 

The Assam Tea Plantations Provident Fund and Pension Fund and
Deposit Linked Insurance Fund Scheme (Amendment) Bill, 2019

The Assam Tea Plantations
Provident Fund and Pension Fund and Deposit Linked Insurance
Fund Scheme (Amendment) Bill, 2019 

The Assam Tea Plan-
tations Provident Fund and Pension Fund and Deposit Linked In-
surance Fund Scheme (Amendment) Bill, 2019 be taken into con-
sideration  
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Fund Scheme (Amendment) Bill, 2019 

The Assam
Tea Plantations Provident Fund and Pension Fund and Deposit
Linked Insurance Fund Scheme (Amendment) Bill, 2019, be passed
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mobile because of non-availibility of Electricity, Police has been
touched with the Itanagar Administration. Additional

Ad-
ministration 

Every thing in-
cluded. 

lay
On behalf of the Hon’ble Minister Rev-

enue and Disaster Management 



( 82 )

lay

Foundation Day 

building 
 Hall Next

Assembly 


