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A BRIEF HISTORICAL PROFILE OF ASSAM
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

The Assam Legislative Assembly came info being
on the day of its first sitting on April 7, 1937 in the
Assembly Chamber at Shillong, the erstwhile Capital of
the composite State of Assam.

Situated in the North East of the Country,
Assam has had a glorious history of her own. Popularly
known as the ethnological museum of India, Assam has
been described as Mini-India, having a rich cultural
heritage with diverse race, religion and culture. Assam
under the provisions of India Council Act, 1861 did not
have its own democratic institution but was tagged with
East Bengal in 1905 and the Institution was then called
"Legislative Council of Eastern Bengal and Assam”,
which started functioning from December 18, 1906. In
1909, the Council had a strength of 40 members and
out of 40 seats, Assam was allotted 5 seats. In 1912
Assam was reconstituted into a Chief Commissioners’
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province. In the year 1913, after Assam was granted a
Legislative Council under the Government of India Act.
1909, the Assam Legislative Council came into being
with a strength of 34 members of which 13 were
nominated by the Chief Commissioner and 21 were
elected by the people. The Legislative Council of Assam
first met on 6th January, 1913 at 11 am. at Shillong,
which was presided over by Sir Archdale Easle, the
Chief Commissioner of Assam. Under the Government of
India Act. 1919, the strength of the Legislative Council
was raised to 53 members with effect from 15" April,
1921 of which 41 were elected members and the
remaining 12 were nominated.

The Government of India Act, 1935 was adopted
by the British Parliament on 2nd August, 1935 and was
implemented in 1937. The Government of India Act
1935 made provisions for a Legislative Assembly in each
province and as a result the Legislature in Assam
became bicameral. The Assam Legislative Assembly had
the strength of 108 members and all of them were
elected members. The strength of the Legislative
Council (Upper House) was not less than 21 and not
more than 22 members.




After the partition of India, Sylhet district of
Assam was transferred to the then East Pakistan by a
referendum and the strength of the Assembly was
reduced fo 71. However, after Independence, the
strength of members were again raised to 108. The
bicameral ~ Assam Legislative ~Assembly became
unicameral with the abolition of the Assam Legislative
Council in 1947. In the years that followed, Assam was
truncated to several smaller states. In 1963, Nagaland
came into being as a separate State. With the passing
of North Eastern (Reorganization Areas) Act in 1971 by
the Parliament, Meghalaya became a full-fledged state.
Subsequently, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh also
followed suit. After the creation of Meghalaya as a
separate state, Shillong continued to be the joint
capital of both Assam and Meghalaya. However, in 1972,
the Government of Assam decided to shift the Capital
to Dispur, Guwahati. Accordingly, the first sitting of
the Budget Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
was held at the temporary capital at Dispur on the 16th
March, 1973.

With the changing geographical boundaries
together with the shifts in the population graph of
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Assam, the strength of members of the Assam
Legislative Assembly has fluctuated during the last
fifty odd years. In 1952-57 it was 108, reaching still
lower to 105 in 1957-62 (the Second Assembly) and
then to 114 in 1967-72 (the third Assembly) until it
reached a strength of 126 members in 1972-78 (the
fifth Assembly) and it has continued fo maintain that
figure till the 15™ Assembly.

Although the Article 172 provides the duration
of State Legislative Assembly as 5 years due to the
imposition of National Emergency in 1975 the fifth
Assam Assembly lasted for 6 years.

Late Babu Basanta Kumar Das was the first
Speaker of the Assam Legislative Assembly.

AN OVERVIEW OF THE 15™ (CURRENT) ASSAM
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Current strength of the Assam Legislative Assembly

The existing strength of the Assam Legislative
Assembly is 126 seats. Out of the total strength,
altogether 24 nos of constituencies are reserved for




Scheduled castes and Scheduled Tribes, where 16 Nos.
are reserved for Scheduled Tribes and 8 Nos. are
reserved for Scheduled castes communities.

Women Representation in the current Assam
Legislative Assembly

Presently Six Women Legislators are there in the
Assam Legislative Assembly. Out of which three
Legislators belong to the Bharatiya Janata Party, two
belongs to Indian National Congress and one from the
Asom Gana Parishad.

Committees of the Assam Legislative Assembly.

At present 24 nos. of Legislature Committees
have been functioning in the Assam Legislative
Assembly. Out of these 24 Committees, there are five
elected Committees, Members of which are elected
according to Principle of single transferable vote for a
tenure of 30 months. Other Committees are nominated
at the discretion of the Hon'ble Speaker. Except four
Nos of Departmentally Related Standing Committees,
all other Committees are consisting of 13 Members.
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Speaker of the Assam Legislative Assembly

Hon'ble Shri Biswajit Daimary has assumed the
office of the Speaker on 21°" May 2021 after his
election to the 15™ Assam Legislative Assembly from
64-Panery LAC. This two-times Legislator who was
elected to Assam Legislative Assembly in 2001 for the
first time, had also been elected to Rajya Sabha
consecutively for four times from 2008 to 2021. This
most experienced Parliamentarian and Legislator had
also held the dignified position of Chairmanship in the
status of a Cabinet Minister of the State, of the Assam
Apex Weavers and Artisans Cooperative Federation
Ltd. (ARTFED) popularly known as "Jagaran" from 2006
to 2008 and contributed his best, selflessly, for its
development as well as to promote the interest of the
weavers and artisans of the region.

Since inception, the Assam Legislative Assembly
has been enriched with 21 veteran political personalities
who hold the office of the Speaker.
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Deputy Speaker of the Assam Legislative Assembly

Hon'ble Dr. Numal Momin assumed the office of
the Deputy Speaker on 24™ May 2021 after his election
to the 15™ Assam Legislative Assembly representing
the 16- Bokajan LAC. A Doctor of repute, academician,
Dr. Numal Momin who has been two times Legislator of
the Assam Assembly had been an Asst. Professor of
Gauhati Medical College and Hospital till his resignation
for contesting the Assembly Poll under the affiliation
of the Bharatiya Janata Party.

The Assam Legislative Assembly has the pride of
18 political personalities of repute in the Chair of the
Deputy Speaker.

Chief Minister, Assam and the Leader of the House,
Assam Legislative Assembly

Hon'ble Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma a senior
Legislator and five terms Member of the Assam
Legislative Assembly assumed the office of Chief
Minister, Assam on 10™ May, 2021 succeeding Shri
Sarbananda Sonowal. During his 23 years of political
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career, this veteran political personality who is best
known for his oratory skills has adopted number of
effective measures for boosting the economy and
development of the state. Hon'ble Dr. Sarma, prior to
his assumption of the office of Chief Minister, held
numbers of exalted positions which included the
Membership of Council of Ministers, Assam, in most of
the fime of his active political career.

Leader of the Opposition, Assam Legislative
Assembly

Hon'ble Shri Debabrata Saikia has got the
recognition of the Leader of the Opposition, in 15™
Legislative Assembly on 24™ May, 2021 affer his
election to the Assembly under the affiliation of Indian
National Congress Party. This Three-time veteran
political Personality on being chosen as the Leader of
the Assam Congress Legislature Party, Assam was
recoghized as the Leader of the Opposition for fwo
consecutive terms formerly in 2016-2021 and 2021 fill
date.




Recognized political parties/groups of Assam
Legislative Assembly

7(Seven) Political parties which got  the
represenfation to the Assam Legislative Assembly in
the General Election of Assam, 2021 have got the
recoghition as Political Parties/ Groups in The Assembly.

The recognized parties/ Groups of the Assam
Legislative Assembly are:

1) Bharatiya Janata Party - 63 Members
2) Indian National Congress - 27 Members
3) All India United Democratic Front- 15 Members
4) Asom Gana Parishad - 09 Members
5) United People's Party Liberal - 07 Members
6) Bodoland People's Front - 03 Members
7) Communist Party of India(M) - 01 Member
8) Independent - 01 Member
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