Proceedings of the First Session of the Second Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provision of the Government of
India Act, 1935 : '

The Asscmbly metin the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at '11am., on
Tuesday, the 2nd April, 1946, . '

PrREseNT

The Hon’ble Mr. Debeswar Sarmah, Speaker, in the Chair, six Hon’ble
Ministers and seventy-four Members,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Landed properties acquired under the Defence of India Act

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

1. (@) Is it a fact that the Military authorities are gradually relegsing tbc
landed properties and buildings acquired under the Defence of India Act in
Dibrugarh and other parts of Assam .? :

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state
whether "he proposes to restore the said properties to their respective owners on
Payment of the market value of the properties ? ¥

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI replied :

. . 1-(a) & (b)—The number of landed properties and buildings acquired (as
distinct from requisitioned) for the Military authoritics is comparatively small,
For the most part they have only been acquired (as in the case of pucca runways)

ccause the expense of restoring them to their original coudition would have
been greater ‘than the cost of acquisition.  Such lands vest in the Government

s of India, who have announced their intention of disposing of them only if they are
not required by them, with first refusal to the Provincial Government in case they
wish to utilise such properties. If neither Government is interested in their

Icti ed on this point
but it is understood that the original owners would have first refusal. If the

Provmmz%l Government is eatrusted with this duty they would follow the principles
set forth in chapter XV of the Land Acquisition Manual.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH:  sir, past Provincial Government
proposed to move the Central Government to give the original owner the right
of ﬁrst_refusal. Will the Hon’ble Minister please inform the District authorities
accordingly ? . . P

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDH[: On receipt of a reply from
the Centralr Government the proper authorities will be informed.

Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, can you please give me
any idea about a question of mine sent some six weeks ago and actually admitted
on the 27th February, on practicallv the same subject—that was a question
‘rcgardmg non-payment of compensation for lands requisitioned for road widening
in the Sylhet District. That question has not yet come up for answer. I also had
two other ques‘ions admitted at the same time, one under Forest and one under
Supply. They too, have not come up for answer.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I thank the hon. Member for giving me the
information. I will surely enquire into the matter and let the hon. Member

know after lunch.

*+Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: There were questions in
my name also, but-they have not come up before the House, Sir.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May I ask
the Hon’ble Minister what has become of the lands ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order. Let us first finish the

Questions. ;
Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: I am

asking supplementary questions in respect of this Short Notice Question, Sir. May
I ask the Hon’ble Minister what has become of the land that was requisitioned by
the Military in village Akhalia near Sylhet town ? Can he give me an

answer ? . A
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: That is a different matter,

Sir. This is with regard to Lakhimpur District and .agquisition of property but the
supplementary Question is with regard to requisition. There have been so
many requisitions that it will not be possible for a Minister to answer the

question unless he gets notice of it.

New reinforced concrete building at the north end of Keatinge Road
Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN asked :

2. (a) Are Government aware that new reinforced cencrete two storied
buildings are now being erected at the north end of the K.ca’tmgc Ro‘ad opposite
to Messrs. Sheriff’s shop in Shillong encroaching on the road itself making it consi-
derably narrower ? T : :

() Isit not a fact that the Shillong Municipality Bye-laws do not allow
buildings to be erccted within about six feet of a public thorough-fare ?
(¢) If so, do Government propose to direct the Ghairman of the Shillop

Municipal Board immediately to sec that the said buildings be erected according

to the Bye-laws and not to encroach on the road ? -
Tthon’bIe Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

2. (a)—Government have received such a rt}‘port-l Tt . .
(6)—The rul€ quoted is No.103(b) of the Bye-laws. e rule requireg
prior sanction of the Board. to make construction within 6 feet of the road.
(¢)—Government have called for a report from the Deputy Commijg.

sioner.
STARRED QUESTIONS
'(To which oral answers were given)

Madan Mohan Madhab Charan Girls’ High English School

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADI'1YA asked :
*29, (V\)IiIl_II Government be pleased to state—
a) How long is the present Managing Committee of the Madan Moh
_Mad?hab Charan Girls’ High English School, Karimganj, func(zioa::
ing ¢

*Speech not corrected.
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(6) When were the guardians’ representatives elected for the formation
of the next Managing Committee ? -
(¢) The reason for deferring the nomination of the members of the
ommittee by Government as required by the rules ?
(d) The normal length of life for a High School Managing Committee '?
(¢) Whether Government propose to take steps for the formation of a
new Managing Committee at an early date ?

**The Hon’ble Mr, BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied:

i

29. (a)—Since 30th March 1941.
(b)—Tth January 1945,

: (c) -—Tl'.le.rc was delay in obtaining nomination of two members from the
Chairman, Municipal Board. :

(d\>—Three years.
(€)—The Managing Committee has since been reconstituted.

Agencies for Procurement and distribution of foodstuffs

TSrijut KAMESWAR DAS asked :

*30. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The names of the different classes of the Agencies employed by them
for procurement and distribution of foodstuffs other, than rice and
Paddy with their respective areas of operation and functions ?

(8) The capital outlay, if any, they are to make themselves in discharg-
ing their respective functions and for how long ?

(¢) What are the terms and conditions on which they are so employed ?

(d) If they propose to discharge forthwith at least some of these Agencies
during the continuance of the control with a view to minimising the
cost, delay, corruption and irregular supply ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE replied :

30. (2)—(1) Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company, Calcutta—Agents for
procurement of imported foodstuffs.

(2) Messrs. Surma Valley Supply Agency—Agents for distribution
of foodstuffs in the Districts of Sylhet, Cachar (except North Cachar Hills)
and the Municipal area of Shillong,.

(3) Messrs. Assam Valley Supply Syndicate—Agents for distribution
of foodstuffs in the Assam Valley excluding Sadiya Frontier Tract, Naga Hills and
Garo Hills. .

(4) There was another Agency styled Messrs. Assam Mercantile
‘Agency, for procurement of indigenous mustard seeds and Matikalai, operating
in the Assam Valley during the year, but this has now ceased to function.

(b)—The Agents are not to make any capital outlay but must provide
their working expenses. The Agents named in (2) to (4) above also make pay-
ment for the godown rents, handling charges and freight, etc., in the first instance
and are reimbursed subsequently on their submission of bills to Government.

**The Questions were replied to by Hon’ble Mr. Pasanta Kumar Das in the absence of
Hon’ble Prime Minister,

1Srijut Mahendramohan Chou@hury put the question on authorisation as the Questioner was
absent.
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P (¢)—Copies of ' letters and of agreements containing the terms and
conditions are placed on the Library table. .

" (d)—Government - intend to take all possible measures to, eradicate
faults in the system of ‘procurement and distribution and have their systems
under, examination.

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble
Minister please state the number of intermediaries from procurers to consumers
and their respective commissions ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: This question does
not arise, Sir. I require notice of that question.

tSrijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Are Government aware ~ that
Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company do not generally supply satisfactory food-

stuffs ? ;
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I could, not exactly

follow what was the question, Sir.

FSrijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to state whether it is a fact that the stuff supplied by Messrs. Shaw Wallace and
Company are not generally found satisfactory ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Might be, Sir.
Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company cannot be blamed alone because they do not
produce the foodstuffs. They receive them from the exporting Pprovinces and
they simply supply those commodities to us. It might be so, and Government
are taking necessary steps. As I told yesterday, Sir, the importing
provinces took advantage of the traders of this Province and supplied bad stuff
and therefore weé are short of commodities.

Srijut GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR :  Are Government aware  that
Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company purchased unwholesome stuffs from other

provinces ? : '
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I am not ready to

accept that position, Sir. .
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Are (}ovcrnme‘nt aware that there is
a general complaint that unwholesome stuff is being supphm_i ?p Are they taking
steps that such unwholesome stuff is not supplied to the public : 3 ]
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: For the information
of the House I can say this much that they have been instructed not to export

commodities which are not in good condition. ; :
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Regarding answer to guestion
No. 30(c), may I know from the Hon’ble Minister when the agreement with
Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company wjll terminate ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: The agreement by
correspondence was entered into before 1943, '
Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: When will that agreement terminate ?
- The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: A copy of the corres-
pondence (agreement) has been laid on the Library table.
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May I know when the agreement
will terminate ? '
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister is not aware of the
particular time. :
Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Was this agreement made
after calling for tenders ? g
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: No, Sir.
Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Is it the policy of the
Government to enter into an agreement without calling for tenders ?
L

TSpeech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Not of the present
Government, Sir. As a matter of fact these agreements are not at all satisfactory
because they arc one-sided as the hon. Members will see from the agreements.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May I
know whether this Government will in future insist on their traders that proper
stuff is supplied ? - :

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Does the hon. Mem-
ber mean the agents ?

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Yes, it
may be agents or traders, :

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Of course, they will,
so far as the agents are concerned. :

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister whether he has seen the report of the Public Accounts Committee for
1943-44 which states that even at that time there was no agreement with- Messrs.

Shaw Wallace and C.mpany, Sir ? Are we to understand that the agreement was
entered into after 1943-44 ?

The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: A copy of the agree-
ment or correspondence will be found on the Library table, and the hon. Mem-
ber can see for himself when the agreement was entered into. )

Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY: The Hon’ble Minister, it seems
is not aware of the date of agreement.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Apparently. Hon. Srijut Mahendramohan
Choudhury put a question—what are the intermediary agencies from procurement
to consumers and the reply given by the Hon’ble Minister was not, in my
opinion, satisfactory from the consideration of the privileges of the hon. Mem-
bers of this House. The Hon’ble Minister in reply only said— does not arise.
From a reading of question No. 30(a), asking for names of the different classes
of the agencies employed by them for procurement and distribution, I find
that this different classes of agencies probably cover the intermediary agencies
also. In my opinion, an Hon’ble Minister belonging to a popular Government
should try to disclose as much information as is within his power.

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : That much informa-
tion I have already given, Sir. Foodstuffs are received by these agencies
and they supply them to the wholesalers and they in their turn supply them to
retailers. There is nothing special in this. I cannot say
about how many wholesalers and retailers there are, but
already been replied to. Wholesalers are not under the e
ment,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the Hon’ble Minister has not

appreciated the import of the question. In questions (a), (b) and (c) the
question of intermediaries arises. :

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : May I respectfully point
out one thing, Sir ? _ You have held that as the question wanted informations
about all classes of agents those who are intermediaries come within the scope
of the question, T submit, Sir, that these intermediaries do not come
within the category of Government’s agents. The answer is — Messrs. Shaw
Wallace and COmpany and others—these are the agents emp]oyed by Govern-
ment but the intermediaries are not employed by Government : so how the
Government can reply about intermediaries ? The question "should have
been made more explicit to include these intermediarics, about whom the
supplementary question has been put.

if the question is
that question has
mploy of Govern-
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : All these intermediary wholesalers are
approved by Government. I think, hon. Members are within their rights to know
something about these intermediaries. There are three or four classes of these
intermediaries.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : But the approval of the
intermediaries does not make them agents of Government. '

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY : My question was about the
different classes of agencies for procurement and distribution. I did not
mean by the question thatI only wanted the information about procurement.

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : I have given my
reply  about all classes of agencies but the others are not agents of Govern-
ment under their employ.

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : May I speak, Sir ? . The
Hon’ble Minister has stated about those agents employed by Government.
The question asks for information of agents “employed by Government” so the
question of intermediaries does not come in as they are not employed by
Government. The emphasis of the question is in the term ‘‘employed by
Government *’ ' .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question was that the Government give
the licenses so they are to know the names of the licensees.

' The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : I can give the answer
as to who are the licensees. But that is a different question.

Srijut GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR : Who appointed the wholesalers ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Government, Sir.

tSrijut  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Arenot A, B, and C—three
different classes of intermediaries between the Government and the consumers
through whom Government purchase paddy from the producers? = =

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We are not discussing paddy and rice.

Srijut  GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR : Do Government  realise that
wholesalers are absolutely unnecessary and that their existence interferes with
fair distribution. q :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Thatis a question ?f policy.

tSrijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Will the Hon’ble Minister in-charge
be pleased to say when the agreement made by the ‘Assam Government
with Messrs. Steel Brothers will terminate ?

+The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  So far as Messrs. Steel
Brothers are concerned the agreement which was in existence terminated on
the 31st March, But we have extended that for some time, because in
the meantime we want to make some arrangements of our own. On the 30th June
next the agreement will expire. So far as Messrs. Shaw Wallace and gompany
is concerned we have taken up this matter and we are going to substitute the
present system by a new one. The time taken will not be much.

TRAJA AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli : For how long will it be
extended ?

The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Upto 30th June 1946.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Will Government be pleased to
state ‘pvhether the Assam Valley Supply Syndicate is a direct agent of the Govern-
ment ! ot

7The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sometimes they
come as wholesaler. But Government have taken up this question and this
will be solved before the end of 30th June. All these existing arrangements are
going to be changed and we require some time so that we can make satisfactory
arrangements.

1 Speech not corrected.
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Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Will Government be pleased to
state whether they think that the Assam Valley Supply Syndicate is not function-
ing to the satisfaction of the public ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Thatis why we have
taken up the question. We are going to make necessary changes.

Disposal of builch'ngé in the Shamshernagar Aerodrome
1 Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH asked :

*31. (a) Are Government aware that commodious buildings in the Shamsher-
pagar ‘“‘Aerodrome’ are at present lying vacant and are going to be sold in
auction ? ; .

(b) Do Government propose to take over these buildings and utilise them
for some beneficial industrial* project under the Post-War Reconstruction
Scheme ?

(¢) If not, do Government propose to help any private enterprise to
secure these buildings and also to help them to start a mill or a factory there ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE replied :

_ 31. (@)—According to the latest information received by Government, no
buildings other than a few temporary bashas are being disposed of at present by
the military authorities.

(b)—No, these temporary bashas will be of no use to Government ; but
there is a proposal under consideration for taking over the airfield for the Agri-
cultural Department. .

' (¢)—Does not arise at this stage.

Deaths in connection with the Military projects

tMaulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH asked :
(Y
*32. (a) Are Government aware that several hundred labourers lost their
lives while at work in connection with the Military projects in the Province ?
(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state the number of lives . thus

lost and in how many cases compensation has been awarded, and at what
rate ? -

: (¢) Have Government rcgeived information to the effect that the families
of the deceased labourers are now in great distress ?

_ (d) Do Government propose to take necessary steps for giving relief to
the families of these labourers without further delay ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

32. (a), (b), (c) and (d)—All these informations cannot be collected within
so short a period. Facts are being ascertained from different sources.

*Maulavi Nasir-ud-Din Ahmed put the questions on authorisation as the Questioner was
absent.
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Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Will

Government supply the information when received ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, Sir.

Construction of Inspection Bungalow at Barpeta Road Station

+Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked :

*33, () Are Government aware that the need and importance of the
subordinate staging hut at Barpeta Road Station have now increased several times
more than when it was first constructed ?

(b)) Are Government aware that the volume of work of the Public
Works Department Officers has also increased since ?
; (c) Are Government aware that the accommodation there is quite
inadequate for the large number of touring officers visiting the place ?

(d) In view of the increasing urgency do Government propose to
construct an Inspection Bungalow at Barpeta Road ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NTICHOLS-ROY replied :
33. (a) and (¢)—The number of touring officers o
greatly increased since the subordinate staging hut was first construc
accommodation available for them now is insufficient.
: {(b)—Yes. But this, in itself, does not call for extra accommodation
being provided.
(d)—The matter will be considered by Government.

-

f all departments has
ted. As such,

B.Sc. (Engineerfng) Degree of the Benares Hindu University

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

%34, (¢) Are Government aware that the B.Sc. (Engineering) Degree of the
Benares Hindu University is recognised by the Government of Bengal as equivalent
to the B.E. Degree of the Sibpur Engineering College ? .

(b) Are Government aware that the Federal Public Service Commission
recognise the said Degree of the Benares Hindu University to be valid for appoint-
ment to the Indian Service of Engineers and Indian Railway Engineering
Service ?
(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether this Government hold
the said Benares Hindu University Degree of B.Sc. (Engineering) to be as good
as the B.E. Degree of the Sibpur Engineering College ?

(d) Are Government aware that there is no separate Degree course in
Civil Engineering in the Benares Hindu University and that the B.Sc. (Engineer-
ing) Degree of the said University covers Civil Engineering also ?

(¢) Are Government aware that in the Rules for recruitment to the
Assam Engineering Service, the Assam Public Service Commission include the
B.Sc. in Civil Engineering of the Benares Hindu University in the list of Degree-
holders eligible for appointment in the Assam Engineering Service ?

TSrijut Mahendramohan Choudhur ut the question on horisati i
e 1B y P q authorisation as the Questioner
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Is it a fact that on the ground of a B.Sc. (Engineering) Degree
Certificate of the Benares Hindu University not explicitly showing that it includes
Civil Engineering also—candidates holding B.Sc. (Engineering) Degree of the said
Benares Hindu University are not given the same privileges as are given to the
B.E. Degree-holders from the Sibpur Enginecring College by this Government ?

(¢) Do Government propose to see that the word ¢“Civil’> occurring in
the Rules for recruitment to the Assam Engineering Service is expunged early with
regard to candidates holding B.Sc. - (Engineering) Degree of the Benares Hindu
University ?

(#) Do Government propose to give henceforth to a B.Sc. (Engineering)
Degree-holder of the Benares Hindu University the same privileges as are given to
a B.E. Degree-holder of the Sibpur Engineering College ?

() If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

34. (a)—Government have no exact information. They are making
enquiries,

(b)—VYes. (By Indian Service of Engineers is presumably meant Central
Engineering Service, Class 1.)

(¢)—Our present information is that the Benares course is in Mechanical
and Electrical Engineering thus the two cannot be compared.

.. (d)—Government have no exact information. Government are
enquiring. :

- (e)—Yes.

{(f)—Yes.

: (g) & (h)—The matter will be considered by Government after collect-
ing all information.

(i)—Does not arise. /

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government be pleased
to enquire if the B. Sc. Engineering Degree of the Benares Hindu University
includes Civil Engineering also ? F

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have already said that
the matter will be enquired into.

Seamen serving abroad during the war

tMaulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH asked : -

*35. (a) Are Government aware that hundreds of seamen b.clonglng_ to the
District of Sylhet lost their lives in the high seas by enemy action during the
war ? '
(&) Are Government aware that many of these seamen are still
untraced and their families are in the dark about their whereabouts ?

(¢) A'e Government aware that dependants of many of these seamen
have not as yet got any compensation and insome cases compensation granted
is very inadequate ?

(d) Are Government aware that a great deal of hardship is being
experienced by the dependants of the deceased seamen for not receiving their
compensation already granted ?

(¢) Do Government propose to appoint a Seamen Welfare Officer for
the Province of Assam with adequate number of subordinates to be stationed
in seamen areas to look to the welfare of the seamen and their dependants in
this Province ? :

tMaulayi Nasir-ud-Din Ahmed put the question on authorisation as the Q_uestioncr was
absent. a
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The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

35. (a) & (b)—Government arc aware that a number of seamen lost their .
lives, but this being a Central subject, as the hon. Member perhaps knows they
have no statistics in the matter. !

(¢)—(e)—Government are aware that there has been delay in investigat-
ing and paying claims, and at their instance the Central Government has

appointed two temporary Sub-Deputy Collectors to expedite enquiries.
Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Are

Government aware that the compensation awarded to the widows of the deceased
seamen is always to be taken by these widows from the Sylhct and other Subdivi-
sional treasuries ?

- ¥The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: I cannot answer this
question straightway. It may be so. I accept the information that has been

supplied by the hon. Member.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: In view
of the hardship caused to the widows for going to the treasuries concerned, will
Government be pleased to see that they get this allowance through money orders ?

+The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Government will be
very pleased to consider this suggestion and look into the matter.

Last Assembly election at Sy'het
Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA asked :

*36. (a) Are Government aware that the staff car belonging to the Public
Works Department and the Government Propaganda car fitted with Microphone
were used for carrying voters in connection with the last Assembly election on
the 21st January, 1946 at Sylhet ? T

(b) Do Government propose to take any action in the matter ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied : :

36. (a) & (b)—Government are informed that the Executive Engineer in
the course of his movements on duty used his staff car in m_"dcr to visit the
polling booth. They have no information as to the allegation in regard to the
Propaganda car, but have called for a report.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Are Government aware
of a telegram sent by Maulavi Md. Mobarak to His Excellency the Governor on
the matter ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Government cannot say
whether His Excellency the Governor received any such telegram. I am not
aware if it was transmitted to Government. :

Baba PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: May I read the copy of the
telegram for the information of the Hon’ble Minister ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How will that help the hon. Member ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: There isa good deal of
difference between sending a telegram to His Excellency the Governor and
sending it to Government. His Excellency the Governor has got his own
Secretariat.

_ Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN_GUPTA : I want to read the telegram
in order to give information about the incidents on that date.

T Speech not corrected,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Very well, the hon. Member may read the
telegram.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: The telegram reads as
follows :

“In election Sadr Sylhet Central Muhammadan Constituency. on 21st
instant League hooliganism was rampant stop Certain Government
officials ~ became active League partisans stop At Government Sylhet
Girls’ School Centre women voters were intimidated by Miss Khairunnessa
Khanam Assistant Inspectress stop She trespassed into polling booth
ignoring Presiding Officer snatched ballot papers from my voters and
herself cast those in box for League candidate stop At Girls’ School gate
Leaguers assaulted my volunteers stop My brother while carrying ladies in car
was dragged out and injured by Leaguers stop Moulvi Muktadirali Magistrate
Presiding Officer Deputy Commissioner’s Office Centre left polling booth and:
went to Ladies Centre twice and with motives interfered with free exercise ot
votes stop At Murarichand College Centre Leaguers beat and fainted my polling
agent stop Timely police intervention could prevent mischief at different centres
stop Government Publicity Microphone fitted in League car went round polling
centres exciting communal passion and class hatred and instructed Leaguers to
obstruct my voters with deadly weapons stop Their militant .attitude trightened
my voters and many left without casting votes stop Leaguers threw brickbats
on houses of my supporters stop Pray enquiry into official conduct and Leaguers’
methodical hooliganism.”

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA -KUMAR DAS :
Sir ? The question was with regard to the Governm
Public Works Department staff car. Of course,
car in the last part of the teleeram, but the oth
irrelevant to this question. .

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA : Unfortunately some ques-
tions were disallowed due to certain irregularities in the questions. So, I read
out the telegram.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: What authority has the hon.. Member got
to read out the telegram, Sir ? Has he got any authority from the sender of
the telegram to read it out on the floor of this House ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member could have raised a
point of order. I do not know of any procedure or practice by which an hon.
Member can question the authority of the Chair,

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I risec on a point of order. Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But the bon. Member is t:)o late

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABEIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : May I sub-
mit, Si{r, thalt tl;lc autéfn-ity of the hChair was not questioned ! My. hon. Friend
was asking the hon. Questioner, through ou, whe 2
the sender of the telegram to read thatgou‘{. B gl any agthority Shom

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The point of orde :
when the hon. ~ Member was seckin - graer should have been raised

: i g My permission to read ;
After asking my permission he paused and T ,ecll)ut Olrjct)bgllﬂey tggixg.

I then took ili that it was the sense of the Ho
contents of the telegram, and then on my permission o

A nly the hon. Member
read out the contents. Mischief, if any, has already been }élone, After ;]1 this,
how can an hon. Member question the authority of the Chair for permitting
the contents of the telegram ? P

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CH

supplementary question put to the hon. Member, th had
any authority ,from the sender to read out the telegranﬁ?ugh Yol e
The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: This question should have

been raised before the Chair permitted the hon. Questioner to read out the
telegram.,

May I submit one thing,
ent Propaganda car and
there is mention of a Propaganda
er ‘part of the telegram is quite

AUDHURY : Sir, it was a
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, I paused, but nobody objected.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Of cours}:a w-ulz are obliged
to the hon. _Q_ucstxoner for having read out the telegram taking advantage of
the answer given to the question he put. Government will enquire into the
matter and see whether such a telegram was received by His Excellency the
Governor.

(Starred questions Nos. 37 and 38 were not put and answered as the Ques;tio;';cr
was absent)

Starting of an Agricultural Farm near Dhubri Town

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :
*30. Will Government be pleased to state—
() Whether it is a fact that the Government of Assam have sanctioned
3 lakhs of rupees for starting an Agricultural Farm near Dhubri
town ?
(b) Whether it is a fact that officers of the Agriculture Department have
already gone there from Shillong to select the site ?
*4(0, If the reply to the above question be in the affirmative, will
Government be pleased to state— ”
(a) Whether the sanction has been given by the past or the present
Ministry ?
(h) What is the nature of the proposed Farm and what are its main
objects ? : :
(¢) Whether Government propose to make a thorough examination of
the scheme with regard to its usefulness commensurate with such
a huge amount proposed to be spent ?
(d) Whether Government propose to place the proposal for the consider-
ation of the Assembly before the scheme is put into action and
to suspend the scheme till it is discussed by the Assembly ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :
39. (a)—No.
&)—No

40. (a), 1(\75) " () and (d)—Do not arisc.
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table.)
Nowgong District Co-operative Federation, Limite d

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN asked :

111.” Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The date of the inaugural general meeting of th s
Co-operative Federation, Limited, and the dﬁ;g O\é)v[g e Dl_Strch
tion ? 1ts .registra-

(b) The date of the inaugural general meeting of t _
and Yarn Dealers’ Co-operative Whole-sale Soczgt;\] O‘Egm?g Cloth

the date of its registration ? » Limited, and
(¢) Whether itis a fact that the ‘Government took
Septemhier 1944, to: March 1945 for "f’gistratign n;?f iﬂgn&hiwgégg
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District Co-operative Federation, Limited, and only a few days for
the Nowgong Cloth and Yarn Dealers’ Co-operative Whole-sale
Saciety, Limited ?

(d) If so, what was the consideration on the part of the Registrar,
Co-operative Societies, in effecting registration of the latter in
hot haste and unusual delay in case of the former ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Registrar of Co-operative Societies,
Assam issued a circular insisting that the signatures in the applica-
tion for registration of a Co-operative Society are to be certified
as genuine by a responsible officer ?

(f) Ifso, who was the officer that certificd the signatures in the applica-
tion for registration of the Nowgong Cloth and Yarn Dealers’
Co-operative Whole-sale Society, Limited ?

(g) Why the Nowgong District Co-operative Federation, Limited, was
refused membership of the Assam Provincial Co-operative Textile
Supply Society, Limited ? - '

(%) Why Government refused to allow the Nowgong District Co-ope-
rative Federation, Limited, to act as a Whole-saler for cloth and
other controlled commodities for the Co-operative Societies
in the District of Nowgong ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS.ROY replied :

111. (a)—Date of the inaugural general meeting of the Nowgong District
Co-operative Federation, Limited, is 27th August 1944. Date of registration is
21st March 1945,

(b)—Date of the inaugural general meeting of the Nowgong Cloth
and Yarn'Dealers Co-operative Whole-sale Society, is 2lst December 1944.
Date of registration is 9th January 1945,

(6)—Yes.

(d)—The Nowgong Cloth Society was registered immediately as it
conformed to the bye-laws prescribed by Department and immediate registra-

tilonh was necessary for implementing the Government plan of distribution of
cloth.

As regards the registration of the Nowgong Federation,
in September, 1944 were found to be defective and returned
Co-operative Societies concerned for removal of the defects,
back towards the end of December, 1944. Due to heav
some delay in its registration partly under the
under the then existing orders of the Supply Dep
ing the process of registration.

(e)—Yes, in case of Consumers Co-coperative Stores Societ
(f )—There was no necessity as this was a Cloth
(g)—The matter is being enquired into. ;
(A)—It has been reported that Deputy Oommissioner,

in favour of treating it as a wholesaler in respect of distril
goods and it is the

Government have n

the papers received
to the Inspector of
These were received
¥ rush of work, there was
impression that the wholesaler
artment could start work pend-

ics only.
Dealers’ Society.

Nowgong was not
T ution of controlled
local Deputy Commissioner who appoints wholesalers. The
othing to do.

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: With regard to (d), Sir,
s0, what was the consideration on the part of the Registr
ties, in effecting registration of the latter in hot haste and
of the former »  The answer is “The Nowgong Cloth
immediately as it conformed to
immediate registration was ;
distribution of cloth.

my question was ““if
ar, Co-operative Socie-
unusual delay in case
Society was registered
the bye-laws prescribed by Department and
necessary for implementing the Government plan of
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As regards the registration of the Nowgong Federation, the papers reccived
in September, 1944, were found to be defective and returned to the Inspector
of Co-operative Societics concerned for removal of the defects. These were
received back towards the end of December, 1944. Due to heavy rush of work,
there was some delay in its registration partly under the impression that the
wholesaler under the then existing orders of the Supply Department could start
work pending the process of registration.”

The Hon’ble the’ SPEAKER : Whatis the question, please ? The hon.
Member need not read out the printed answers . 4

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN : How isit that the heavy rush of work
affected the Nowgong District Co-operative Federation and not the Cloth and
Yarn Society in the matter of registration although the Registrar received the
corrected by-laws of the Federation in the same month about the same date ?

Tilc Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is why this difference in treat-
ment ! 72

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, the information that 1
have received on this matter has already been given. It was for two reasons, rst
due to heavy rush of work and secondly due to the impression that the Wholesaler
under the then existing orders of the Supply Department could start. work pen-
ding the process of registration. ; g

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: Sir, here itis stated that the Deputy
Commissioner did not do any wrong by refusing to allow the Federation for the
distribution of cloth. - But is it not a fact that the Deputy Commissioner could not
recommend the name of the Federation because the Registrar delayed to register

the Federation in time ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It might be so, Sir. But I
have no information about 1t.

~

Consumers’ Co-operative Societies in Nowgong District
Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN asked :

112. Will Government be pleased to state—

(¢) The number of Coo-operative Consumers’ Socicties in the District of
Nowgong ? ;
(b)) How many of them were members of the Federation ?

(¢) How many-ot them used,to take cloths from the Federation ?

(d) How many Consumers Co-operative Societies were lgﬁlist d
members of the Nou:gong Cloth 'and  Yarn Dealer S Cas
operative Whole-sale Society, Limited, since the Fed O
denied quota of cloth ? cEatonLw

(¢) Whether Government are aware that the nu d el T
are taking cloths from the Cloth and Yamnlljbm of Societies that

WWhole—saIe Society is very small ?

(f) hether itis a fact that the Nowgong (]

Society is refusing membership to (j%.ogmzf’c a;;nd Yarn ?Dealers’

{g) Whether the members of the Cloth and Yarp De;ﬁ??téfs 7

o i 1 1 : . < 'S
Whole-sale Society, Limited, are all genuine cloth deal

as

calers’ Co-operative

o-operative
ers ?
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The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied : .

112. (2)—199.
(b) to (g)—Information is being collected.

Local rate and the Tezpur Local Board
Srijut BIJOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI asked :

113. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) The amount of local rate credited in the Tezpur Treasury from the
Subdivision of Tezpur each year commencing from the 1st April,
- 1937 upto the 31st March, 1944.°?
(6) The amount of local rate credited in the Tezpur Treasury from the
Subdivision of Tezpur each year commencing from 1st April,
1944 upto the present date ? .
114. Will Government be pleased to state—
(¢) The amount of compensatory grant made by Government to the
Tezpur Local Board each year commencing from the 1st April,
: 1937 upto the present date ? :
(b) Whether the local rate in the Subdivision of Tezpur was increased
by four pies per rupee since the 1st April, 1944 ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

113.(a) & (b) & 114.(a)—(b)—Figures from 1937 to 1939 are not available as
during this period local rates were credited direct to the Local Boards. For the
period from 1939-40 to 1945.46 the information is furnished as per statement
shown below i—

- Statement showing Tezpur and Nowgong Local Boards’ credit under ‘Local Rates®” lo
Government and Government granis in lieu thereof since 1939-40

Tezpur Local Board |’ . Nowgong Local Board
Finance Year Local fate cre- Compensatory Local rate crs- | Compensatory °
dited to Govern- grant  given dited to Govern- | grant given by
ment by Government ment Government
Rs. : Rs. Rs. Rs.
1939-40 A 87,283 77,800 91,752 77,440
1940-41 T 13,962 87.283 85,708 91,751
1941-42 s 66,513 70,044 97,707 93,976
194243 re - 94,621 59,068 1,18,296 1,09,708
1943-44 - 63,866 1,22,728 1,15,664 1,38,884
1944-45 it 62 755 64,108 1,01,084 1,13,032
1945-46 s (b) 62,755 (a) 61,644 (b) 1,01,084 86,504
- m——— T e ———
Total T 5,42,755 7,11,295 7,11,295

(a) Excess grant of Rs. 31,000 made subject to adjustment next year.
(6) Anticipated credit during the current year.

(b)—Yes.

PRI« LRSS I —————————————%
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Srijut BLJOY GHANIDIRA BHAGAVATI : How is it, Sir, that the amount
credited to Government as local rate has gone down instead of going up in view

of the fact that local rate was increased by four pies per rupee since 1st April,
19447 : "

" The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : It is in 1944 that the increase in
local rates has come into effect, and the amount credited as shown was that of the
previous year- In the current year, I think, this amount will increase. In the next
Budget a_larger amount would be shown,

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : The other day, Sir, the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge of Finance stated that the receipts under local rates for one
year were credited to the Local Board in the next year. From the reply to this
Question, is he not convi nced that it is not so ?

T he Hon’ble Srijut BISNURAM MEDHI : Sometimes more amount is given
from these receipts and payment made as compensatory grant. On account of
pressing necessity .of' the Local Board, when thiey cannot manage the Board, more
fnancial help is given and the amount deducted from the next year’s local rates.
That is how the receipts from 1939-40 to 1945-46 come to Rs. 5,11,755 in respect
of Tezpur Local Board andl the amount paid by Government comes to
Rs. 5,42,755. Now in the case qf Nowgong Local Board the total figures come to
i, 7’11,295 and the amount paid by Government comes to Rs. 7,11,295. Some-

ding to necessity of the Local Boards and in order to give them some

times accor ;
relief some advance is made to enable them to carry on their work without

financial impediment. ‘
nanMauIaVi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Is it not a fact that in some parti-

1 rates are paid less ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : That may be due to the
deduction of the increased grant paid in the previous year.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDAURY: Why such amount is deducted
Sir ? There is N0 hard and fast rule for such deduction. 2

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : That increased amount is paid
in the shape of advance to the Local Board. So, that is deducted.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Are Government aware that in such
case of deduction the Local Boards find it extremely difficult to frame their budget?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : I am not exactly aware of it.

cular year loca

Local rate and the Nowgong Local Board

L]

Srijut MOTIRAM BORA asked:

115. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The amount of local rate credited in the Now i
District of Nowgong each year conrlmencix%g0 nigrogiis,ur{ f.l e the
1937 upto the 31st March, 1944 ? AL Ll

(b) The amount of locql rate credited in the Nowo )

District of Nowgong each year commencingolz;grg I‘?ﬁsurly xom “'.m
1944 upto the present date ? O L vl

116. Will Government be pleased to state—

(2) The amount of compensatory grant mad
2 < el Y
Il\gc;wgong Local Board each year t:ommenc)iyng(:'i(;"r“c;emr?enlt _tg o
) th7 vphtolthel present date ? n:the sk apnl,
ether the local rate in the District of N :
by four pies per rupee siuce the 1st Apriloquzgp e

e I

S gat g
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

115. & 116-—The hon. Member is referred to the answer (0 similar
questions (unstarred question Nos. 113 and 114), asked by Srijut Bijoy Chandra
Bhagavati at this Session of the Assembly.

»

Grow More Food Campaign
SHRI ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked:

117. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Agriculture aware of
the public feeling that the Grow More Food Campaign_carried out by the
Agriculture Department for the last few years was not of much success ?

(6) If the reply to question (q) aboveis in the affirmative does the
Hon’ble Minister -propose to reorganise the Department and institute an enquiry
as to the cause of such failure ?
© (¢) Isit afact thata large number of staff was maintained and huge
money spent towards this Campaign ?

The Hon’ble MAULAVI ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

117. (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.
(6)'—N0 ; the necessary minimum staff were appointed and the minimum
money spent. :

Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA: Sir, with regard to Question No. 117
regarding Grow More Food Campaign, the Government have given different
statements at different times and in view of the criticism that took place  on the
floor of this Hon’ble House, will Government be pleased to revise their
answers regarding my questions and enquire into the matter ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Government will
enquire if there was any mistake made anywhere.

*Mr. A, WHITTAKER : Sir, with reference to the answer to Question
No. 117 (a), will it go to show that the answer given by the Hon’ble Minister is
not based on truth ? ; ,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In view of the discussion that took place on the
floor of this House, the h(_)n. Member is just hinting the attitude of the Govern-
ment towards the Campaign, and that the answer might be reshaped. That is

robably what he meant.
2 #Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I think the hon. Member is within his right

to say that the reply given is not correct.

z:.]321.1)11 JATII&DRANATH BHADRA 5 Sil‘, may 1 know ﬁ-om thC I‘Ion’ble
Minister whether the Grow More Food Campaign is successful ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : That is a question
of opinion. But there is no information to the contrary.

*Babu JATINDRANATH BHADRA :  Are Government satisfied that the

Campaign is a successful one ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL' MATLIB MAZUMDAR: No, it is not

wholly successful.

*Speech not corrected
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Maulavi Md. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: In_ reply to Question (¢) the
Hon’ble Minister says that the necessary minimum staff were appointed and
the minimum money spent. May I know, Sir, what is the amount that
the Hon’ble Minister considers as minimum ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: I require
notice, Sir. ‘

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : When the Hon’ble Minister has replied that
the necessary minimum staff were appointed and the minimum money spent, the
hon. Member is within his right to put that Question. If the Hon’ble
Minister cannot give the information off-hand thatis appreciable, but certainly
the Question is in order and when the Hon’ble Minister has himself stated
that minimum money had been spent the pertinent Question i3 what is the
amount that he considers as minimum ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Sir, the informa-
tion has been supplied but the exact figures have not been given.

Scientific Assistants in the Agriculture Department
Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked :

118. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the qualifications required
for filling up the posts of Scientific Assistants in the Assam Agriculture
Denartment ? : :

(b) Is it a fact that Agriculture graduates with special or Post-graduate
craining are generally absorbed for such posts ?
(¢) Will Government be pleased to state what scale of pay has heep

sanctioned for the Scientific Assistants and what nature of work they are to
do ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied ;

118. (a)—An agricultural degree.
b)—Yes. w7 y
%c)——Rs. 80—90—100—4——140—6—200 ; Scientific side of departmenta)
work to which each is suited. :
Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA: Isit not? a fact that the
muck low for the post of a Scientific Assistant !
The Howble  Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : That “js 4
matter of opinion, Sir.

scale is very

Assistant Inspector of Schools for the Plains Tribal Educaye; on
Srijut DHIRSING DEURI asked:

119. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The date of appointment of Srijut Bandhu Ram Kacharj '
as the Assistant Inspector of Schools for the Plain I, B.A.,
Education ? f 8 Tribal

(6) The duties and functions of the said post ?

(6) Whether the Assistant Inspector of Schools for Sl )
Educat_ion is authorised to prepare a scheme for tlllalsns ngafl_
Education among the Tribal people and to make ap prﬁa o)
estimate for the same ? e ; ‘ Yy Budget
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' ' t
(d) Whether any tribal candidate was appointed in the sal.d post
when it was vacated by<said Srijut Bandhu Ram Kachari ?

120. Will Government be pleased to state when Srijut Someswar Dewrli, at

present Sub-Deputy Collector, - was transferred from the post of Sub-Inspector of
Schools and who has been appoinred in his place ?

1+The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

119. (a;—2nd March, 1945,

(b)—The primary duty of this officer is to stimulate educational pro-
gress amongst the Plains Tribals and to inspect schools situated in this area. He
is required to advise the Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle, on all
questions eEfgecti;lg the education of the Plains Tribals.

¢)—Yes. :

(d)—The hon. Questioner presumably refers to the post of Sub-Inspec-
tor of Schools vacated by Srijut

Bandhu Ram Kachari. If so, the reply is
‘No’. .

120.—The exact date is not known. Mauldvi Mufizur Rahman Barua was

first appointed in the place of Srijut Someswar Dewri, subsequently Srijut
Priyalal Das was appointed,

Establishment of Travelling Dispensaries
Dr. C. G. TERRELL asked :

121. Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken, or

are proposed, for the provision of travelling dispensaries to tide over the interim

period until a sufficient number of properly equipped dispensaries are established
in outlying districts of the Province ?

\

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS replied :

121.—Government have not yet been able to re-open all the sanctioned
travelling dispensaries in the Hill Districts which were closed during the War.

Five out of eight are functioning. Kohima, Garo Hills and Haflong are not yet
opened for want of doctors.

Government will consider a scheme of introducing travelling dispensaries in
outlying areas when doctors will be available for the ‘purpose.

Dr. C.G. TERRELL: May I ask the Hon’ble Minister when he refers
to the shortage of doctors for the travelling dispensaries, does he mean fully
qualified registered doctors ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS : Yes, Sir.

Dr. C.G. TERRELL: Ifso, Sir, I would like to ask whether Govern-
ment have a regular scale of pay for their “registered doctors P

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: Yes, Sir, there is a definite scale
of pay. .
5 g)r. C. G. TERRELL: May I ask what is the starting pay ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: I think, the scale of pay is from
Rs. 75 to Rs.175 per mensem.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Are we to understand that
there is no travelling dispensary in the plains districts at Present ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM 'NATH DAS: Not yet, Sir.
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Mr. S. K. Mallick, 1. C. S.,‘Assistant Commissioner, Sylhet
Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked: '

122. (@) Isit a fact that Mr. S. K. Mallick, 1.c.s., Assistant Commissioner,
Sylhet, is working under the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet ?
(b) What particular work or works Mr. Mallick is doing at present at
Sylhet ? ;

: (¢) Is it a fact that Mr. Mallick is in charge of some of .the important
supply files at Sylhet ? 2 ! .

(d) Is it a fact that the post of an Additional Deputy Commissioner has
been created to help the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet in the administrative
works more particularly in the Supply Branch ? ‘

(¢) Is Mr. Mallick doing any Magisterial work at Sylhet ?

(f) Is Mr Mallick vested with powers of a Magistrate ?

(g) Will Government be pleased to state whether he appeared at any of
the departmental examinations during the course of last year ? ! ;

(k) If the answer to question (g) aboveis in the affirmative, will

Government be pleased to state in what subject or subjects he appeared and what
is his result in each subject ? H

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

122. (2)—Yes.

" (b)—Both magisterial work and the charge of certain executive bral?cht?s
of the Deputy Commissioner’s office. Government have not a list of his
subjects. :

(¢)—He appears to be in charge of certain files of the Supply branch,
but Government are not aware which of them.

(d)—Yes. Ttshould be observed that a subordinate of the Deputy
Commissioner in charge of a branch or file is not consequently finally responsible
for it, but the Deputy Commissioner or the Additional Deputy Commissioner.

(e)—Yes. .

(f )—Yes, with powers of a magistrate of the second class.

(g) @ (h)—Yes, but he did not pass: he had passed in Law, Part T by

the higher standard and Part IT by the Lower Standard in 1944, also in Hindu-

stani with credit. His failure Jast year was in Law, Part IT by the higher standard
and Accounts.

Procedure 7¢ Settlement of Fishery Beels

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked : :

123. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the procedure generally
adopted in tae Province for settlement of fishery Beels ?
() Whether they are settled by District and Subdivisional Officers in
open sales by public auctions or by Government on receipt of applications ?

* (¢) The names of the Beels (i) which have heen already settled this year
and (i) which are pending settlement for the year 1946-47 in the Kamrup and
Nowgong Districts ? '

(d) The amounts for which these Beels (i) have been settled or are
pending settlement this year and (¢2) had been settled at the previous sales
within the last 10 years ?

(¢) Whether the sales were held by the Subdivisional or District Officers
concerned or by Government direct on receipt of applications from parties ?
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(f) Whether Government propose to follow the same procedure also in
the case of the Beels now pending settlement in those chst‘rlctg ?
(¢) Whether any party submitted any applications to > Government
offering reasonable sams for settlement of any of those Beels th1§ year :
(h) If so, who were those parties'and what were their offers and in con-
nection with what Beels ?

(1) Whether such offer was accepted by Government ?
(7) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI teplied :

123. (a) & (b)—Fisheries are generally settled in auction by th: Deputy
Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers as the case -may be, subject to the
confirmation by the Commissioner under rules 182-191 of the Fisi:ery. Rules at
pages 201-203 of the Assam Land Revenue Manual. But in exceptional cases
Government settle fisheries direct undet Rule 190 A

(¢) () & (#)—The fisheries in the districts of Kamru
have already been settled by the Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional
Officers concerned by auction sale except in the case of two fisheries, viZ.,
(1) Brahmaputra IIIK in Gauhat; subdivision and (2) Goronga fishery in
Nowgong district which were settled direct by Government under rule 190A
on receipt of applications from the parties for three years at Rs. 10,000 per
year and Rs. 800 per year respectively by last Government.  Settlement of

eight other fisheries in Barpeta has not yet been confirmed and Government
Propose to scrutinise the bids received for these fisheries to sece if settlement.
under Rule 190A is desirable. '

(d) (§)—Vide answer to (¢) above.

(#)—The information is not available here and it is not possible to
obtain the information from the local officer within the short time available
as the Questions were received in office on the 27th March 1946,

(e)—Vide reply to (¢) above. 72

(f)—TVide reply to (¢) above.

: &)—Government received large numbers of applications from different
parties for direct settlement of many fisheries.
(h)—Government see no point in laying on the table

p and Nowgong

a list of petitions

received,

(1)—Vide reply to (¢) above.
(7 )—Does not arise.

Bench-clerk of the District Judge’s Court at Sylhet

Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked :

124. ~ Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Who is the Bench=clerk of the District Judge’s Court

(6) When he was first appointed in' the establishment
Judge, Sylhet ? ;

(¢) When he was appointed a Bench-clerk of the District and Sessions
Judge, Sylhet ? :

(d) Whether he has been transferred to any other Subdivision of the
Sylhet District during the tenure of his service ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that under the High Court Givil
Rules and Orders, a Ministerial Officer cannot occupy a parti-
cular post for more than five years and that he is liable to be

transferred to other posts after l}e has served particular post
for a period exceeding five years ?

at Sylhet ?
of the District
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(f) Whether Government are aware of the fact that rules regarding
transfer of Bench-clerks are more rigid than that of other minis-
terial officers ?

(g) Why the District Judge of Sylhet is not transferring the present
Bench-clerk to other posts in his establishment of almost similar

. grades ?

(k) What are the ground or grounds which prevented the District Judge
to disregard the rules prescribed by the Hon’ble High Court in
the matter of transfer of his Bench-clerk ?

({) Whether itis a fact that almost all the Bench-clerks of other Civil
Courts at Sylhet have been transferred as soon as they completed
five years service as Bench-clerks of respective Courts ?

() ‘Whether any complaint has been received by Government to the

effect that the present Bench-clerk of District Judge, Sylhet is
very unpopular and disliked by the public for various reasons ?

(k) Whether Government propose fo transfer immediately the present

Bench-clerk of the District Judge, Sylhet to some other posts in the
interest of public service ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

124, (a)—Maulavi Md. Siddique Ali.
(b)—29th October 1927. -
(¢)—11th January 1937. %
(d)—Yes. Sunamganj from 29th October 1927 to 31st March 1930
(e)—There is no hard and fast rule regarding a ministerial officer I'lot
dealing accounts and money.
(f)—The fact is not exactly what is stated. The hon. Member is
E%f;f;;red to High Court Civil Rules and Order, Chapter 43, Rules 1007 and
(2)—No change was considered necessary as the District Judge considers
that the present incumbent has been discharging his duties efficiently. Besides
changes tried in 1936 did not prove successful. :
(h)—DNo rules of the Hon’ble High Court were disregarded.
(i) —VYes.
( j)—No. .
~ (k)—Does not arise. But Government take note of the fact that the pre-
sent incumbent has been too long in his post as the Bench-clerk of the District
Judge, Sylhet ?

Number of Sessions cases, suits, etc., tried by different District
Judges, Sylhet :

Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked :

.125- (a) Wil!_ GOv_ermhent be pleased to state— The total number of (i
Sessions cases (i) Miscellaneous  cases (iii) Testamentary suits (i) Will
?:zszze)s L&fgn;ﬂ;pgglpcagfv (vzgl %CntMappeals (vii) Miscellaneous appeals and

s dispose r. M. A, ani istri
Judge, Sylhet in the year 513945? M Ispahani, the present District
_(b) Will Government please state the total number of (f) Sessions
Cases l(“) Miscellaneous cases (iii) Testamentary suits, (i) Will cases () Title
appeals, (v1) Rent appeals, (vii) Miscellancous appeals and (viii) Money appeals

(11;55(;’5;(1 of by Mr. N. L. Hindley, the former District Judge of Sylhet in
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The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

125. (a) and (6)—A statement is given below :—

Names of officer | Sessions |Miscellane:| Testamen-| Title

Miscellane-

Rent ‘ Money

and year cases l ous cases [tary suits®**| appeals appeals appeals |ous appeals
1945—
M. A. Ispahani, 32(a) 71 13 76 22. 9 99
Esqgr. *
| = ~ J
1940—
N. L. Hindley, 33 109 4 381 96
Esgr.

** Contested Will cases are treated as testamentary suits.
(a) Excluding 2 cases tried under section 471, Criminal Procedure Code.

Lady Doctor for Barpeta Dispensary
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked :

126. (a) Are Government aware that there is a need for a Lady Doctor in
the Barpeta Dispensary ?
(b) Are Government aware that it is beyond the financial capacity of
both the Local and Municipal Boards to entertain a Lady Doctor there ?

(¢) Are Government aware that the people of Barpeta are feeling very
keenly the want of a Lady Doctor there ?

; (d) Do Government propose to appoint 2 Lady Doctor in the Barpeta
Dispensary ? ' ]

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :
126. (a)—VYes.

i
b)—Government do not consider th r i
i Board(s 3:0 o ¢ matter beyond the capacity of
(¢)—Yes.
(d)—Government cannot appoint
Dispensary, but may consider a grant-in-
approached by the Local Board.

nt a Lady Doctor for the Barpeta
aid for the purpose if Jjustified, and if

Gauhaﬁ-shillong and Sylhet-Shillong Roads
Srijut GAURTI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

127. Will Government be pleased to state— ,
he distan ] i i .
(@) T e ctmgcg between (i) Gauhati to Shillong and (ii) Sylhet to
(b) The different rates of fares charged by the Commercial Carrying
Company Limited, on passengers travelling from Gauhat‘{ to
Shillong by their Motor Service (to be shown se arately class b
class) ? ! P % 4
(¢) The different rates of fares the Passengers have
ling from Sylhet to Shillong by the Unit
Company’s Motor Service (to be sh
(4) The rate of fare per mile charged by
on their respective roads on differen

to pay while travel-
ed Motor Transport
Own separately class by class) ?
each of these two Companies
t classes of passenger service ?
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(¢) The rate of freight per maund charged by the Commercial Carrying
Company, Limited on goods carried by them from Gauhati to Shillong and {rom
Shillong to Gauhati ?

(f) The cate of freight per mau_nd charged by the United Motor Transport
Company, Limited on goods carried by them from Sylhet to Shillong and from
Shillong to Sylhet?

(g) The rates of freight per maund per mile charged by each of these two |

Companies on their respective roads?
(k) The authority that fixes the rates of fares and freights for these

Companies—whether the Government of Assam or the Companies?

() Whether there is any inequality in the rates of fares and freights charged

by thesc two Companies?
() Ifso, whether Government propose to take immediate steps to remove

these inequalities and to bring the rates per mile to the same level on both these

roads? : )
(k) Whether the ownership of these two Companies is the same?
(Z) If not, whether they are two independent Companies?

(m) If so, whatis their relationship?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE replied :
63 miles.

-127. (a)—Gauhati to Shillong
... 86 miles.

Shillong to Sylhet
(b)—The rates of fares charged by the Commercial Carrying Coml)any

on the Gauhati-Shillong Road according to the Agreement with the COmpany

are—
Rs. a.
Ist Class L0 )
2nd Class o T (IS () ()
Inter Class S0 S 0RO
3rd Class 3 2 4 ¢

(¢)—The rates of fares charged by the United Motor Transport Cgp.
as prescribed in Government NotiﬁcatiOn

any. on the Sylhet-Shillong Road
No.F 5 10, dated the 13th February 1943 are— ¢
: s

No.HMYV.118/42/1
. a p.
1st Class lg 3 X
r 2nd Class 40 i
Inter Class 9 g 9
3rd Class a 0
{d)—-Fares and freight ratcs are not specified on a ‘'mileage basis.

Fares for intermediate stages are regulated ~on. the Gauhati-Shjj,,
Road by clause 6 of the Schedule to the Agreement with the Commercial Garryigg
Company. i

table as fixed by the United ot
or

A statement showing the fare
Transport Company, for intermediate stages between Sylhet and Shillong
. 15

laid on the Library Table.
Rs. a. p.

0 4° 0 per ten seers or :
i thereof. s
0 Ditto ditto
3 8 0 per maund. 3
4 0 per ten seers or -
thereof. B
ILsa i) per maund,

(¢)—From Gauhati to Shillong

From Shillong to Gauhati
Potatoes

(f )—From Shillong to Sylhet
and vice versa
Potatoes
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(g)—The rates of freight are not specificd on a mileage basis.
A statement showing the actual rates charged by the operators for
intermediate stages between Gauhati and Shillong and Sylhet and Shillong is laid
ibr. Table, -
o th(‘;z)I:i]'JI‘fl? maxima rates are fixed by the PrO\{incial Govegnmcnt under section
43 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, and the carriers fix their own rates within
these maxima for intermediate scages.

1)—Yes. .

((31)—It is presumed that the hon. Member means to suggest that the rates
should be brought down for both routes to the lower l"tv'fl’. calculated on a mileage
basis. This cannot be done so far as the Gauhati-Shillong route is concerned
unless the Agreement with Commercial Carrying Company, is terminated by
notice. ; s P

(k), () & (m)—There are two Companies registered .scparatcly_: the owners
of the shares may, so far as Government are aware be identical, but in any event
they work in concert and utilise the same staff for certain purposes.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will Government be pleased
to say what is the basis of fixing the rates of fares and freight ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir,
to question (d) is that fares and frei

basis. Farcs for intermediate stages are r
clause 6 of the Schedule to the Ageeme
pany. A statement showing the far
Transport Company, for intermedia

the reply
ght rates are not specified on a mileage
egulated on the Gauhati-Shillong Road by
nt with the Commercial Carrying Com-
¢ table as fixed by the United Motor

te stages -between Sylhet and Shillong is

laid on the Library Table.
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government be pleased te
state whether Government fixed these different rates of fares and freights for these
two companies ? ]

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: When the contract was
made it was done by the Government. Government agreed on certain terms and
the rate was fixed at that time and for so long that agreement continued and
Government did not terminate their contract with the present party.
cannot be changed, Sir,

We are bound down by that agreement,
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will

Government be pleased
to state when the term of the lease granted to the Co

These rates

mmercial Carrying Com-
pany will expire ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Op the 31st of December
1948, Sir,

Srijut GAURTI KANTA TALUKDAR: Isit nota fact that the Govern-
ment can terminate the lease earlier by giving sufficient notice ?

lThﬁ Hon’blc M!‘ BAIDYANATH NIOOKERJEE‘ YCS, Sir. There is such a
clause and it is in the agreement.

Srijut GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR : If that beiso, and ‘when there is
a glaving disparity of charges made by these two companies and in view of the
fact that great injustice is being done to the people on the Assam Valley
side of the Province, viz., on the Gauhati-Shillong Road, do Government consider
that the lease should be terminated and a new lease be entered into which will
do away with this injustice ? )

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  Sir, in that case Govern-
ment shall have to give a substantial compensation to this tompany. At the
same time they will have to prove that this should not be the only ground for
termination, The termination cannot be done arbitrarily.. There are @160 Same
conditions. That is the difficulty.
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: The present disparity I think is
certainly a sufficient ground to justify such a termination on payment of
suitable cowpensation.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is an argument, and probably not a
question. :

Srijut BIMALAPRASAD CHALIHA : Arc Government aware that the
company is using unreliable vehicles ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Yes, Sir, Government
is aware. As a matter of fact the hon. Questioner himself sent complaints
to me and the Government will investigate in the matter and they will see that
the company should ply vehicles which are in order and do not put
the passengers into inconvenience. :

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will Government be pleased to
take steps to remove this public grievance cven if any compensation might be
required to be paid to the Company 2

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : If only on this ground
Government are asked to terminate the contract and if that is supported by legal
opinion then in that case, certainly Government will do so. But, Sir, there are
other difficulties which also will have to be taken into consideration.

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY: Has not the Company
committed a breach of contract by allowing unreliable vehicles to ply on the
road ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: This is not exacty a
breach of contract. When this matter has been brought to our natice, wa will
certainly take steps, but there is another difficulty and that requires some expla-
nation. When this Company asked for new good vehicles, we could not hel

them in any way ; when they asked for spare parts, we could not help them, a5
the time was very abnormal and it was very difficult to o%a_tam any spare parts
or vehicles. It is not entirely the fault of thc.CompanY: o1r, but it is the fault
of the present time also. So, Sir, alt these points also require sympathetic con-

sideration by Government.
We admit that the rates are very
other Toutes, but the Company have a

i ccis in comparis !
high especially. parison with rates of
|so some real grievances.

Impending food crisis in the Province

)

d:
Maulavi NASIR-UD-DIN AHMED aske
s leased to state what measure or
125 (@) WLl Govmiaien, b Cldé of this Province from the impen

they have adopted to save the peop
crisis ?

measures
chng food

() Do Government propose to stop totally the export of rice and padd
from this Province ? 3 LE o 2
o) Are Government aware that huge quantities of rice and paq :
daily goin(g)out of the Province through smugglers and profiteers ? - Paddy are
(d) Wil Government be pleas?d to state what effective measureg th
intend to take to successfully stop this export of rice and paddy frop, tﬁ
Province ? : g
(e) Will Government be pleased to state.whf:ther they have inqu;j
to what idea the public entertain regarding the Rice Control Deparmil red e
Government ? sat.ofithe
(f) Do Government propose to seek the co-operation of public oreani
sations and institutes such as the Congress, the Muslim League and the Vilhljlanf;
Defence Parties to stop the illicit export of rice and paddy from the Province ? g
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Do Government propose to control the movement of rice and

paddy in the border areas of the Province with a view to stop the export of the
same ? ' ;

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE replied :

128. (a)—Government have already promulgamated several orders to-prevent
illicit export of rice and paddy and have also taken measures to strengthen the
Rice Control Stafl. The Government have also taken all measures in their
powers to prevent any shortage of the staple food-grains arising and to procure
and distribute other commodities required in the Province. They see no reason
for anticipating any crisis in the Province.

(b)—No.

(¢)—Government are aware that there has been an incrcase of smugel-
ing recently. Government have already taken drastic measurss to prevent such
smuggling. ?

(d)—They are strengthening the Rice Control Staff.

(¢)--The Government are not aware -that charges of corruption or
inefficiency have been made against the Rice Control Staff. Measures to increase
efficiency and to prevent corruption or abuse of powers are being taken by
Government.

(f )—Government welcome the co-operation of all partics, public organi-
sations and institutions to tackle the food situation in general and the illicit export
of rice and paddy from the Province in particular. Co-operation by Village
Defence Parties is already being organised in the border areas of Sylhet.

(¢)—Measures in this regard have already been taken. Movement over
certain border routes in the Habiganj Subdivision have been prohibited by the
Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet who has also cancelled certain licenses. Govern-

ment are firm in their intention not to permit any illicit or secret movements in
the border areas of the Province.

Cattle Mortality in Dharampasha and Tahirpur thanas

Babu JATINDRA NATH BHADRA asked :

129. (7) Are Government aware of the cattle mortality in a very large
scale in Dharampasha and ‘Tahirpur thanas of Sunamganj Subdivision during
December, 1945, and January, 1946 ?

(6) If so, what steps Government propose to take for the prevention of
such mortality in the future >

(¢) Arc Government aware that the carcases of these cattle were thrown
into the rivers, the water of which is used as drinking water by large number

of pcople and that no action to prevent this was taken by the local authorities
concerned ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :
129. (a)—No.

(b)—Does not arise. ) ;

(c)—No ; Public Health Department is mow enquiring.

Rashidpur-Biswanath Local Board Road

Maulavi Dewan TAIMUR RAZA CI_—IOUDHURY asked :
130. (# Do Government propose to include the Rashidpur-Biswanath Loeal

Board Road in the Sadar Subdivision of Sylhet District in the Post-War Recon-
struction scheme ?
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(b) Are Government aware that there is no Local Board or Pl{bllc
Works Department Road within Biswanath Police Station in the Sadar Sub-
division of the Sylhet District ? :

(¢) If so, do Govérnment propose to construct a road in that Locality
as a Post-War measure ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
130. (a)—VYes. '

{$)-——No. The Surma Trunk Road {West) from Sylhet zia Sherpur to
the Bengal border passes within about a mile from Biswanath. Besides there are
some 4 Local Board roads in the Biswanath Area. : g

(¢)—The question does not arise. As stated in reply to Question 130; (a)
Government have already included the Rashidpur-Biswanath Road in the Post-
War Road Development programme.

Eastern Bengal Commercial Syndicate
Maulavi Dewan TAIMUR RAZA CHOUDHURY asked:

131. (a) ‘Will Government be pleased to state whether the Enquiry Commit-
tee set up' by Government to enquire into the allegation against the Eastern
Bengal Commercial Syndicate has submitted any report to the Government ? :

: (b) If so, do Government propose to lay on the table a copy of the
same ? ;
(¢) Do Government propose to take any step against the wrongdoers,

if any, in this matter ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE replied 2

131, (a)—VYes. : : x s
(b)—The report is under the consideration of Government and it will be

immature to place it now on the table.
(¢)—Yes, if wrong doing 1s established. -

Lower Primary School Teachers

Sritut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked : 3
l;]ﬁ].m(a)AArc Government aware that “most of our Lower Primary teachers

ining in teaching ? :
have no tr(z;:)nﬁ%e Governm%nt aware that the Jorhat Guru-training Class which is
the only institution for imparting such training in the Assam Valley, can give
Guru-training to a limited number of youths only ? ‘
(¢) Are Government aware that large r'lumber of youfhs from Lower
and Central Assam are eager to receive Guru-training even at their own cost ?
d) Do Government propose to -open a Guru-training Class at

Gauhati ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS{ replied :
132. (a)—Yes. ’
(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Government have no information.
(d)—This is under contemplation of Government in connection with
Post-War Schemes. )

tThe reply was given by the Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS in the absence of the
Hon‘ble Prime Minister.
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Commencement of the School Session
Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM asked :

133. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the reason for shifting the
commencement of School Session from January to March and then from March
to April in this Province ? -

(b). Isita fact that as a result of such shifting the - Matriculation
candidates of this Province lose three full months ? :

(¢) Do Government propose to revise their orders and commence the
session {rom January as before ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS+Y replied :

133. (a)—The School year was changed from January to March for the
convenience of study and it had again to be shifted to April to make it coincide
with the financial year. '

(b)—No.
(¢)—The entire question of School session is under the consideration of
Government.

- Government High School at Jowai
Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM asked : : =

134. (a) Are Government aware that the Government High School at
Jowai is now accommodated in four different hired buildings which are far from
one another ? \ -

" (b) Are Government aware that the main buildings of the said High
School belong to the Welsh Presbyterian Mission who want to get them back for
their Mission Primary Schools ?

(¢) If the answer to Questions (a) and (b) above are in the affirmative,
will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to construct a High
School building and hostels for students coming from the interior villages ?

135. (a) Are Government aware that the lady teachers in the High School
at Jowai do not get houses there for their dwelling ? 3

(b) 1If so, do Government propose to take necessary steps for construct-

ing quarters for the lady teachers ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASAN ' A KUMAR DASY replied :
134, (a)— Yes.
(6)—Yes. Government have no information if the Mission authority
desire to get back their buildings ?
(¢)—The question of constructing buildings for the school with attached
hostels is under the consideration of Government.
135. (a)—May be.
(6)—The matter will receive due consideration of Gov rnment.

1The reply was given by the Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS in the alsence of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister.
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Mr. Samsonsing Engty, Sub-Inspector of Schools

Srijut DHIRSING DEURI asked :
136. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) When Mr. Samsonsing Engty, B.a., resigned the post of Sub-
Inspector of Schools and when his resignation was accepted ?
(b) Who has been appointed in the said post and when ? 5
(¢) Whether it is a fact that the man who was appointed in the said
~ _  post, was already serving in the Assam School Service ? .
(d) Whether it is a fact that the said post is confined to the Mikir
Hills area only ?
(¢) Whether there was any tribal candidate when the said post was
vacated by Mr. Samsonsingh Engty ?
(f) Why some one from a community other than the tribal was
appointed to that post ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DASt replied:
136. (a)—On the 28th October 1945. His resignation was accepted on the
1st November 1945. ;
(b)—Srijut Mahesh Chandra Hazarika. He was appointed on the 31st
October 1945.
(6)—Yes.
(d)— Yes.
(e) —Might be. .
(f)—Because he had previous experience of the circle and as permanent
appointments are made in the Assam School Service after a candidate had
rendered approyed officiating services, he was preferred.

Girls’ Colleges at Sylhet and Gauhati
Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked:

137. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleased to
state the principle adopted by Government in filling up appointments in the staff
of the two recently provincialised Girls’ Colleges at Sylhet and Gauhati ?

(k) Do Government propose to retain the old teaching staff of the two
Colleges permanently ?

(¢) If not, why not ?
(d) Isit a fact that the practice hitherto followed by Government was

that on provincialisation of an institution, the old staff of that institution were
retained ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DASt replied :

137. (a)—By direct recruitment through the agency of the Assam Public
Service Commission. _

(b)—If no qualified female candidate is available in a particular sub-
ject, Government will appoint the existing male member of the College of that
Department either temporarily or on a contract basis provided he is recommend-
ed by the Commission. \

(¢)—Government have decided to follow the principle of staffing “the
two Girls’ Colleges solely with female teachers.

(d)—Yes, but the present case is a different one.

1The reply was given by the Hon’ble Mr, BASANTA KUMAR DAS in the absence of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister. 3

i
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p
Earle Law College, Gauhati
Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA asked:
138. (a) Isita fact that the Earle Law College is the only institution of its
kind in Assam ?
(b)) Do Government propose to send recormmendation to the University
of Calcutta for providing a seat in the Senate in the faculty of Law for the
Principal of the Earle Law College ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DASt replied :
- 138. (a) & (b)—As the University Rules and Regulations stand Government
cannot make any recommendation of the nature indicated in the Question.
o Government will, howevcr,' cons_;idcr if any steps should be taken to increase the
: representation of the Provincein the University by one or two more Fellows.
' ¥
Muslim Hostels attached to Government High schools at Habiganj and
Sunamganj
Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN asked :
I; 139. (a) Is it a fact that there are no residential quarters for the Superinten-
| dents of the Muslim Hostels attached to the Government Hich Schools at
| Habiganj and Sunamganj ? i
f ; (b) If so, do Government propose to take necessary steps for the con-
' struction of these two quarters during the next year ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DASt  replied:
139. (a)—Yes. :
; _(b)—GO‘fCI'ﬂl“?nt have no such proposal at present. The question will
receive due consideration if a demand is established. -
Lady Keane Girls’ High English School, Shillong
Babu GOPESH CHANDRA PAL asked :
140.  Will Government be pleased to state -——
(¢) Whether the Lady Keane Girls’ High English School, Shillong
receives any grant-in-aid from Government ? _ = :
(b) If so, how much ?
z How far G i
. (¢) How far Government can interfere with the ; o
4 ) tion of a private school ? ¢ internal administra-
(d) Whether Government have lately received an oDl
public of Shillong or the guardians of stud};nts nlptﬁi:nt 'féor%]-]tlli
to the effect that both the Director of Public Instr t?al R
s Inspectress of Schools, Assam are inte uction and the

: rferin i ;
management of the said school ? g with the internal

(¢) Whether Government have recentl i
e y received ap i
the effect that the Ses:rctary of the said Schog] iz rr?'lllrt:ga'uon tltlz
affairs of the school in an autocratic manney being( l?ag;l?gd by

the Director of Publi :
L r?ec or of Public Instruction and the Inspectress of

TThe reply was given by the Hon’ble Mr. BA < :
Hon’ble Prime Minister, i P e e S NS n the diicRe Ot
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(f) Whether it is a fact that the Government after due consultation
with the former Officiating Director of Public Instruction
Mr. S. Sen, guardians of students and the members of the
Governing Body of the said school recently ordered the revival
of the normal constitution of the Governing Body of said school
as laid down in the trust deed, from 1st April 1946 and directed

tll;:;tﬁnpecessary elections should be held in the 3rd weck of March,

(¢) Whether it is a fact that on the direction of the present Director
of Public Instruction the Governing Budy have not carried out
the Government order as stated in question ( f7) above ?

(k) If so, what steps Government propose to take in the matter as
well as on the activities of the Director of Public Instruction as
stated above ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DASY replied :

140. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Rupees 365 a month. :
(¢)—1f the hon. Member means an Aided School, the Department
can withdraw the grant-in-aid if it is not satisfied with the internal administra-
tion of the School according to the Departmental Rules and Orders and can
withdraw recognition as well.

But if he means a purely private school, the Department can withdraw
recognition and also move the University accordingly. i

(d)—No.

(¢)—Government have received a complaint against the present ad-hoc
Committee and the Secrctary of the Institution.

J)—Yes. - ! :
(g) & (h)—The present Director of Public Instruction has raised certain

points about the discontinuance of the existing ad-hoc Committee before the
expiry of its terng and it is now under the consideration of the Government.

Resolutions passed at the Partially Excluded Areas Conference

Srijut RAJENDRANATH BARUA asked :

141. (a) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the conclusions
arrived at on the Resolutions passed in the Partially Excluded Areas Conference
convened by the Government in May and July 1939 under the Chairmanship of
the Hon’ble Babu Kamini Kumar Sen, the then Judicial Minister ?

(6) Will Government be pleased to state what action on the said
Resolutions has been taken by Government during the years 1939 to 1945 ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

141. (a) & (b)—A statement is placed below.

tThe reply was given by the Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS in the absence of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister.
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Resolutions passed at the Partially Excluded Areas Conference

~ Abstract from the proceceding of the Partially
Excluded Arcas Conference, 1939 :—

Resolution No.1

Whereas the provisions of the Chin Hills Regula-
tion, 1896 for expulsion of citizéns without trial in
operation in_ the Partially L:\'_‘:lulded Areas of Assam
are against the established principles of British Juris-
rudence inasmuch as they lay the axe at the root
of the fundamental right of the British subject to
personal freedom and liberty and whereas it is felt
that the ordinary laws of the land are sufficient for the
maintenance of peace and order in these areas and
whereas it is felt that such regulations cannot form
part of any permanent legislation for the administra-
tion of any area and whereas there bcmg_ no real
necessity for the retention of such arbitrary and
extraordinary powers, they are liable to be abused and
have been abused and whereas such regulations have
not the sanction of the legislature, this Conference is
of decided opinion that the provisions of the said Chin
Hills Regulations should be forthwith withdrawn from
the Partially Excluded Areas of Assam and as already
decided by the Assam Government as declared on the
18th August 1937 by the then Hon’ble Chicf Minister
in the Assam Legislative Council and recently further

confirmed by the assurance of the Hon’ble Premier i

the Council. :

Resolution No,2

That the Administration of criminal iustice in the
Partially Excluded Areas of Assam except Khasi and

aintia Hills shall be placed under the, jurisdiction of
the High Court as agreed to by the Hon’ble Chijef
Minister on 27th of October 1937.

Provided that (1) the petty criminal cases shall he
tried by such persons or bodies as ~may be authorised
by the Government from time to time, (2)_ the present
practice of trial of petty cases by Dolois, Sardars,
Lyngdohs, Mauzadars, Gaonburas, cte., be kept in
tact and Government be requested to make necessary
provision,

Conclusion so far ar-
rived at on the resolu-
tions of the Partially
Excluded Areas Con-
ference, 1939 —

Resolution No.1

This raises complicated
question concerning
rights in the hill districts,
and the matter has heen
kept pending, until more
modern legislation can be
devised.

Resolution Nop.2

_ This was not accepted,
SInCe it was considered
mappropriate  to take
such action for other
arcas, while-the “course is
not adopted in respect

of the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills, :
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, Resolution No 3

Whereas the Mauzas of Barpathar and Soru-
pathar enjoyed the privileges of a regularly adminis-
tered area till the end of 1935 when it was discovered
that they fall within the Mikir Hills Tracts and were
deprived of the rights of the ordinary administration
and whereas out of a population of 28,000 the Mikirs
form only about one per cent. of the population, the
Conference recommends that the Mauzas should be
restored to the ordinary administration under the civil

and criminal jurisdiction of the Hon’ble High
Court.

Resolution No.4

That the administration of civil justice in the
Partially Excluded Areas of (z) Garo Hills and fii)
Mikir Hill Tracts of Nowgong and Sibsagar Districts
be placed under the jurisdiction of the High Court:

Provided that the petty civil cases upto the value of
Rs.200 shall be tried by such persons or bodies as may
be authorised by the Governmerit {from time to time.

Provided always that the customary rights of in-
heritance, marriage, divorce, rights over common
lands, grazing and fishing, etc., will be preserved in
tact in those partially excluded areas of Assam,

Resolution No. 5

This Conference recommends to the Government
of Assam that immediate steps be taken to bring the
British area within the Municipality and Cantonment
of Shillorg of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills District
under the ordinary Civil Jurisdiction of the Hon’ble
High Court.

All Civil laws which are in force in the ‘normal
areas’ of Assam should apply to that area. If these
laws are not already in force they should be enforced—
provided that customary laws governing inheritance,

marriage, divorce, etc., should remain in tact.

'

Resolution No. 6

The Conference draws the attention of the
Government io the difficulties of trying cases between
British and British and British and non-British subje;:t's
in the administered area of Shillong, i

[2nD APL.

Resolution No.3
Government proposed
to bring this area under
the ordinary criminal
jurisdiction, but found
this would require orders
by His Majesty in Coun-

cil, which could not be-

obtained during the war.
The whole matter is
again being examined.

Resolution No.4

This was not accepted
as suited to the present
condition of these areas
and that the second pro:
visos to the recommenda-

tron  would involve
extreme difficulty in
fulfilment.

Resolution No.5

The Shillong (attach-
ment of salaries) Act
1943 and the  Shillong
(Execution of Decrces)
Act, 1943 have become
law.

The Shillong iy

Courts and Laws Bjj
(private) was  pasged
by the  Gouncil apd
introduced  into the
last Assembly, but has
lapsed.

Resolution No.6

This only draws gtten-
tion of Government to
the matter which is
covered by Reso'ution
No. 5, ' '

¢

h
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Resolution No. 7.

This Conference is of opinion that any pleader
(including an Advocate, a Vakil, etq.) who has obtain-
ed a Sanad from the Hon’ble High Court or any
other Competent Authority ought to be allowed to
-practise in all British Courts. In all cases in British
Courts the parties ought.to have the right to be repre-
sented by lawyers of their choice. gt

 With regard to the enrolment of pIeade_rs in Shil-
long Courts the sense of the anferer}ce is that the
Government should, in consultation with the Shillong
Bar, fix a limit to the r}umhe.r of non-Khasi p]ead?rs
app’lying to practise in Shillong Courts, and with

regard to the enrolment of Khasi pleaders there will be -

no restriction at least till the number of the non-Khasj
and Khasi pleaders are eqpal. But with regard to the
pleaders coming from outside on casual engagements
there should not be any restriction.

Resolution No. 8.

A number of amendments to the Rules for the
administration of the Partially Excluded Areas.

743
Resolution No. 7.

The first part is a
matter concerning the
amendment of the Admi-
nistration  Rules  (see
below). The second
part has been approved
and the Commissioner
instructed accordingly.

Resolution No. 8.

This was postponed
during the periods of the
war as on examination
it was found to involve
important points of con-
stitutional policy. The
question will be re-open-
ed in the light of
broader  constitutional
developments.

Scarcity of cloth in Habiganj Subdivision

Maulavi NASIR-UD-DIN AHMED asked :

142. (a) Are Government aware that th
want of cloth in the Habiganj Subdivision B
() Do Government

near future ?

() Will Government be ple
sary cloths to the public ?

¢ public is suffering very much for

PTOpOse to remove this difficulty of the public in

ased to state how they are supplying neces-

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE replied :

182 (6 = Gerera)
including Habiganj_
(6)—The Government are takin

(¢)—The cloth is purchased by the procur
Subdivisional Societies, who in turn distribute to th
The principles of distribution are outlinad
of which is laid on the library table.

scarcity of cloth h

g the necess

as been reported from many centres

ary steps in the matter.
Ing agents,
i ¢ whole-
in the Directive on

and sent to the
salers and retailers.
Distribution, a copy
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TIME FOR QUESTIONS

'Depﬁty Dir‘ector of Agi-iculture, Live-stock

Ny

Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked :

143. Is it a fact that one Assistant Deputy Director of Agriculture, Live-
stock was recently appointed as Deputy Director without the Head of the
Department being consulted in the matter ? .

144. (a) Is it a fact that a case.of fraud is now lying undisposed of before
Government in the Agriculture Department for the last six months and that
the Officer involved has been recommended to become Additional Director of
Agriculture ? o oo

(6) If so, do Government propose to enquire into the matter ? o

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied : -

143.—No. 2
144. (a)—No ; recommendation was not fruitive.
(6)—Does not arise.

Re: interpretation of Assembly Rule 22—Time for Questions
. point of order, Sir, may T ask fo 3
Or It/readd asifollows st oo

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: ot
interpretation of Rule 22, Chapter 11T, Questions.

¢¢ Time for Questions.— : :
The first hour of every meeling shall
Questions’ .

be available for the asking and answering of

What is your interpretation of this Rule, Sir ? It ?Pcms to me that the whole
of the first hour must be devoted and it is mdlspensahlc if amount of work requires
s are more numerous than ore hour can

that. But, if necessary and if the Questions are ir L u3
cover, pex,'haps you ca.yn extend the time. That is my interpretation of the Rule,

I do not know what opinion you may hold.

The Hbn’ble the SPEAKER: The rule is quite clear and I do not under-
stand what is the point of order raised. Time for Questions, Standing Rule 22 < -
reads as follows : ““The first hour of every meeting shall be available .for the asking

and answering of Questions’’.

wr
Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I have given my view, Sir, that if necessary,
you can extend time. Now, I request interpretation of the Rule by you, Sir.
Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, the -

oint of order raised is whether you can extend the time of the Question hour.
The Standing Rule says definitely that the fizst hour shall be available for Ques-
tions, which you cannot possibly curtail, but whether beyond that you can
extend the time for Questions. That is the point of order raised.

Th_(_e Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: That Question does not
arise, Sir, because the Hon’ble the Speaker has dicided not to extend the time,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is interesting and perhaps the
hon. Menlbcr_rs will feel entertained by a discussion of this point but we have
heardly any time to-day for this. '
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o 4 '
His Excellency’s message r¢ Authtenicated Schedule of Authorised
Expenditure for the year 1946-47.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Before I pass on to the next item, I would
resquest the Secretary, Legislative Assembly to read out the messace of His |
Excellency in respect of authentciated schedules. 3

SECRETARY TO THE ASSEMBLY : His Excellency’s massage is as follows :—

“For the purpose of sub section (2) of section 80 of the Government of India
Act, 1935, and in pursuance of Ruie 19 of the Assam Legzislative Assembly
(Governor’s) Rules, I, Andrew Gourlay Clow, hereby appoint Tuesday, the 2nd
April 1946, for placing of authenicated schedules of authorised expenditu,re beEorc

the Assam Legislative Assembly. :
This supersedes wmy order, dated the 2nd March 1946 to the extent to which

k. it refers to placing of authenticated schedules before the Assembly during its
: March-April, 1946, session. e
> R SHILLONG. A.G.CLOW
The 1st April 1916. Governor,”

-
Presentation of the authenticated schedule of authorised s
for the year 1946-47 expenditure

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir T
now to place the *authenticated schedule of authorised expenditure for the e
1946-47,

Presentation of Authenticated Schedule of Authorised Expe'nd.ittn-e F
relation to Supplementary Demands for grants for the year 1945.45 n

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. .Spcaker, Sir, I beg to
place the **authenticated schedule of authorised expenditure in  relation o

Supplementary Demands for Grants for the year 1945-46.
Message from the Assam Legislative Council 7¢: passing of the AL
Finance -Bill, 1946.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Before I passon to the next item, I would
ask the Secrctary, Legislative Assembly to read out the message received from
the Secretary, Assam Legislative Council. : k

SECRETARY TO THE AS{SEMI'H.Y : The following Message has been sent
by the Secretary, Assam Legislative Clouncil :— =5 .

“In pursuance of rule 105 of the Assam Legislative Coouncil Rules, T am
directed to intimate that on the 29th d.ay of March, 1946, the Assam
Leaislative Council have agreed to the Assam Finance Bill, 1946 (Assa
L cislative Assembly Bill No. 1 of 1946) without any amendments, m

egislative aid on the table on the 26th March 1944 and the Bill
1

atiy Bill were 1 ’ 5
Copies of the Bl Select Committee of this Chamber??,

a5 not referred to 2
was The Assam Forest {Amendment) Bill, 1946

Hon'ble thc_SPEAKER: We now take up consideratio
3 rm,fl%f\me?’dment) Bill, 1946, clause by clause. I find there ioirfhiAssam
?:m standing in the name of Khan Sahib Maulavi Nurul RRoRes: Kmend_
I(-I]]I’LUSC 9 and I would ask him to move his Amendment, if he so Aoy n Khan to
" Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: My, So. :
beg to move that initem (c) under sub-clause (i) of clause 9. fpeaker) Sir,
creserves’ the following be added :— » alter the word
ghutwho ba§ o’ 13‘.11“ a h_ouse or raised atleast one crop’
L Ob‘lcci'm moving this Amendment is this, Sir tl.,
famine is knocking at our doors and the people are at a lc’nsslf()t ﬁid

*Appendix G,
**Appendix H,
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not unlikely, Sir, that inthe coming famine also lakhs of people may die. There 1s
no justification, Sir, that large areas of cultivable lands should be lying fallow angl
waste. - People who have already come from Bengal for shelter and to earn their
livelihood in the Province of Assam should not be allowed to be turned out of the
Province.

Now, Sir, when at the present time the Government is very earnest about
the Grow-More-Food Campaign, every inch of cultivable land should be brought

under cultivation. I do notses any reason why these large tracts of land in the .

Province should be allowed to remain fallow and waste, when people are willing to
grow paddy there.
It appears to me, Sir, that there is an idea in the minds of our Assam Valley
people that these vast tracts of lands should be kept reserved for the coming
“ generations. It appears to me that when lakhs of people are dying for food, it is
an urgent necessity that all the lands should be brought under cultivation.
So my submission is this, Sir, that the cultivators, who have already come
from Bengal long ago for shelter and who have raised crops and built houses
should not be turned out of their lands and should not be made homeless and
helpless. It will be an act of generosity from the humanitarian point of view
also. It is only fair that lakhs of people who have already come here being pressed
by hunger and necessity should not be turned out of the Province.

With these few words, Sir, I commend my Amendment to the acceptance of
the Flouse.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

““That in item (¢) under sub-clause (i) of clause 2, after the word ‘reserves’
the following be added :—

‘but who has not built a house or raised at least one crop’.”

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: The Amend-

ment is to my mind a very simple one and can easily be accepted by Govern-
ment, if they so please.

First of all, Sir, let us take into consideration the condition of those who are
likely to be affected by the amending Bill. They are mostly, the tribal people and
up-country labourers. My information is that some of the tribal people have really
built their houses on forest lands. Some up-country and ex-tea.garden labourers,
finding no other alternative, have also built their houses and raised crops on the
forest lands. The forest land on which timber has grown has not been encroached.
Only those unclassed forest lands over which there is hardly any forest produce
hav€ been encroached by the people. :

So, Sir, if the aim of the Government is to evict those people who have builg
houses, raised crops and are in peaceful possession for years together then I should
say that the Congress Government want that the rule of the jungle should
prevail and human beings be subsecvient to forest. This is really inhuman and
cannot be supported,

So, Sir, from humanitarian point of view, as was said by my hon.
Khan Sahib Maulavi Nurul Hussain, I urge upon the Government to se
way to accept the Amendment.

I want to draw the attention of the hon. House to another point in which the
sincerity of the Government in the matter is in question, Sir. Two of the hon. Mem-
bers, a few days ago, put some pertinent Starred Questions. But those Questions
have not been answered, They were made to withdraw later on. The purport of
the Questions was to elicit information whether the Forest Act or any other Act
governs the Professional Grazing Reserves and the Village Grazing Reserves
A straight answer was demanded. But the Government in order to cover up their:
act of lawlessness in evicting persons from Professional Grazing Reserves under
Land Revenue Manual cleverly put pressure on their supporters who gave notice

Friend,
¢ their
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to decline to put the Questions. If by amending this Forest Act, they want to
regularise their misdeeds in evicting persons from the Professional Grazing Reserves
then the Government should have come forward with a clear statement to that
effect and said that this Forest Law governs those Professional Grazing Reserves and
the Village Grazing Reserves and the eviction hitherto done were all made illegally
and under no law. While the Hon’ble Minister introduced his Bill he said that
there was nothing political over here, simply he wanted to protect the forest lands
and it had no implication with regard to those immigrants who had come to settle
1 this Province. If he means what he said, Sir, then I think the Amendment can
be accepted easily by the Hon’ble Minister.

So, Sir, I hope, the Government will consider this and accept the
Amendment at a time when the country is apprehending a shortage in food-stuffs
and other supplies. ; :

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA : . wi9i% T4sfi@
=, <Iiiee ekEl I} TR ST AT (eud A9 GwEieid At s9rs 5
SITTCT ot 200 SAILed @) @F GwAl SiE cEtem ot FCICOF | IGtEl
ST TR FFSITT 9T 7 ©I2M2 P | ST A WA (7 Azmety et
TR, ¢ TS TR SIS 20 | 8 wwT M gweem $Aw Asrels
ToIibE BT 5T oIty @9 SIS ARG A0 @ wFE TS, @
SIAITT TGN B €1 (36 A4S GTB1 9Fh, 71767 59 40@eT | w16 qics tTEifrE
©ivia deforestation a1 12 deforestation® wimites wiiwrag ERIGIZE It
IG T fF @bl ey 909 S W F0 1 wie EteE wise 5CA ol |
4T ATVE T (T AT TN | Qw3 @17 A vy TG fAferm
CSITR @< IF T AT A, IS T qRIe 20w oHwm he GFB faites
A T | 12 A AT GFR AT WA TS A, oteem ertioeg
TS IR[aT ¥R T3 @n f[Aeiw FwE Bu F@ o g | G care
GiTitrd IR gwa giam mae Bedte F39 <991, Gip Hoy SR4E 9y | et
©l AT At IS @ TN T A, @12 TN T TSI wem o Fhae
@ 327 Befea ataiee W 1S9 509, ¢ I8 2@ M A% <atwm wisicw I Tuis

T M2 1 @ifim =i 71T23 pump 93 TI%7 FAT T I, frw s
7ZCret pump @3 & T F 1337 T @TBhe B w0 oreies EIC RN

ACe PAFSICT irrigation «@F 197 W TeM A8 deforestation s i
@ IR ArtE T AT ST AN @ Wi S im ey
)5 e N sl ol 6 £ 1 s A R B T atfey
FoEd SR =ie onedl GIicEE ARG e

RE TR T=EeAT
A 947 gikeg

Aty =, 1 9c7 307 A Tel FECSE Ol SYfE A% o wig cEwra
U BT FITHT TN (7 A 9 4R ATI G 20T GMBhe weriey At fore
AT A, @F oS ST queR AT AR ore wig @iy
ST AT FHCS AT | e 7T ANCE T SHNC 207 A, Stec o @ ia
AN A A0S At Al
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st Post-war a7 (o978 97 “Affga aiv fea, (vaar @ sAfard Jisan
CeAl F9E T4 Wiy, Site rerw atwEis aft wiuiers @lRlE fF IREE FE09 =1,
Sizte 249 Y0 AVIES T G1F @izl 4| A q 1 T, T SRS gred
@7 79 A oA FAlE AffeE dSE @38 A e Gt dlem T o
itz i 7@ 099 ofF Fi5 freg aff 99w Village Road w3 F#efE todt =
27 ©itS JFHCF @I 6 T2 TE, IVMCEF QT AT ISCEFIE @2
o7 Sl ey e Adits Affg @3 ww@ @2 unemployment question
TR T TS AMT | G @ TR A G @Gy Siees 9iEE Atz
it f&fer fica Azl w90 sie—feanE Ffe Taata s M @3 waRfes
ElaaeA AT 9 AT A1 wtAeE @ 7A7F electric A telegraph Az iy,
T A% A0 15 weg ool TS AtfE S qzEweE a9 FHee Fds 9y |
dFSIta FICT AT ooy A" qcaa royalty (e At 9 (AT AT @712
ATCF (T SR AT i e AAFE | ST S TE @ revenue
Atoits AEH, GUeF o T FIeT atits At | f[oed W 9oy st
AT WAfery TSl Aty | St TR @ FeF AeS. AT 9 2=
Tt SEE T Sl 2T WeE | ScAE i 9ifS dzd Fta AT T I Tedts
<+ (2 oize FEE @ {Aw o2 [Avce A i | 1 eFE T 93 Rolm
w07 cAEEE T ey e A e ahem wFelE | o At a6t Atzircas

faa 49 =7 | . '
[Babu Purnendu Kishore Sen Gupta spoke in Bengali and supported the
Bill brought forward by Government. ] ) :
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose

the Amendment. ; ‘ T
Sir, under .the present Act the Government have got no power to frame

rules whereby they can evict encroachers upon forcstGrcscrvcs. And this
Amending Bill simply. wants the House to give the ]ovcrilln_mnt power to
prevent such encroachment. It is a matter of surprise that 1‘1/\1]5h auﬂ“}”W to
frame rules, has not been given to the Government so c;ong.()t en t}us. plain
and simple authority is asked for by the Qovernmcn{t{ I 0h nhonscl‘\a/l aﬂ)i reason
why there should be any objection.  Sir, what does tn¢ - over of this
Amendment want to do ? He wants to exempt from eviction those encroacherg
who baye been able to build a house or to l'aliﬂ at least ((Im{: crop.  Sir, j¢ i3
very easy toerect a house ()vcrmgl'at by 4 or o persons a}“ 1.'5 ‘? not alsp very
difficult to raise a crop in lonely jungle within a month or two. If g s
erects a house or raises a crop %n a lonely part of a forest reserve, he
be exempted from eviction accordmg_ to the Hen. MO%],’ 1
want to ask him if- these persons are not c_wcted then who are to be evicted »
If this class of people are not to be evicted then who are the people ¢, B
evicted ? Sir, on this analogy cannot a thief claim the privilege of neg petes

turned out of another man’s house if somehow or other he can manage to hye ﬁ
the door and occupy the owner’s bed—then boldly proclaimed— ‘I am pgy 1.a

ble to be driven out as I am in possession of the house (Laughter)? Obvioy.] :}a"
object of the Amendment is that who ever may be pleased to go and crey 5
hut or raise a crop in a forest reserve should not be turned out. Are we nct. a
to lend our support to SUE:h an unreasonable demand? On the contrary wet;IO- 1ng
support the Government if we want to preserve our forest reserve in tact. So,I 11:;1135;

it to .

£
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the hon., Mover should not press this demand and will please withdraw his
Amendment.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : 1 rise to record my wholehearted

support to the Amendment moved by my hon. Friend, Khan Sahib Maulavi
Nural Hossain Khan.

At the very outset I would like to say a few words about the nature of
these reserve forests. Sir, the hon. Members are aware that vast tracts of
tands have been demarcated and styled as forest. ~ Actually there are no forests.
No trees are grown on these lands.. These are vast waste lands and can be
easily brought under the plough.

The Hon’ble the ‘SPEAKER: This matter has been discussed threadbla;re
on more than one occasion in this Session and I would request the hon. Member
not to repeat the same arguments because we have a heavy programme to-day.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY¥: My humble sul_amissmn is that
during the last 30 years no regencration work has been taken up in these reserved
forests., Taking advantage of this, people from Bengal, both Hindus and Muslims,
have settled there. A human being cannot live in dense forests covered with
trees. These were barren tracts of lands, and these people have se_ttled there
and have their cultivation, In these days we know what cultivation means
specially wh:n a famine is in front of us. These people are happily living
in these tracts of lands. The intention of the Amendment is that persons who
have already settled and who are in peaceful possession of the land should not
be disturbed, and the Bill if passed should not have a retrospt;ctive effect.
I think the Amendment |s very modest and if my hon. Friends do really mean
business they ought to acceptit. With these words T support the Amendment
moved by my hon. Friend Khan Sahib Maulavi Nurul Hossain Khan.'

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Sir, I support this Amcndmcn't. My
predecessor has raised a very perlinent question regarding rainfall and jungles.

¢ has almost categorically stated that jungles have necessary connection with
rainfall. But he had his doubts as well, and let me remove the doubts of my
hon. Friend. This question has been set at rest by a great American who has
established the theory that rainfall has no necessary connection with jungles.

*The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : In their experience—no
experience of India.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Nature is not different in America from
India. We need not bother very much about it.

*Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : May I know whether his statement
is well established or not that rainfall has no connection with forests ?

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Thai

is the opinion of the American
€xpert. -
. “Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : What is the opinion of the Indian
scientists about this ?
. Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Indian scientists have given no practicable
opinion at all, -

This is after all a question of controversy, if one likes that. The hon.
ised this question has himself doubted his own postulate.

Member who has ra
I have only given the most recent knowledge that is before the world just now.

Now, Sir, it is stated t

as Rcvenuc‘ Minister. I have personal experience of
trees and thick cluster of jungles in all these reserves ?
spade, if you know it to be.so, It is no good indulgi

T e —e

them. Are there big
You must call a spade a
ng in raising bugbears.

*Speech not corrected,
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Make all possible stringent laws regarding forest proper, you have our full
support at that. Any one who cuts a Sal tree or a tree like that, which belongs
to the forest reserve proper may be punished with all the rigour of the law.
I would lend my whole-hearted support to any stringent measure which the
present Forest Minister might broach in that respect ; but I see in the guise ©
this Amending Lill there is a motive behind it to exterminate the- so-called
immigrants who are Muslims and Indians, after all. As the Hon’ble Minister 15
receiving support from behind his benches they want to evict the Muslims, they
want to reduce the number of Muslims in this Province. It is, I am suré, 2
political move. The victims will be Muslims. So we have been agitating against
this sinister move. Consideration of humanity and propriety of civilisation,
nothing will carry conviction with this Government, ‘determined to exter-
minate these Muslims, they are wedded to the policy of reducing the number ©
Muslims from Assam, by any means, by hook or crook. Well, how can there
be any unity ? By unity we do nof mean oneness, but a position in which
the two Nations live in harmony and concord. But you are not creating the
condition for such unity. You say you give us gesture, but you give gesture by
left hand and take it away by the right. That is no gesture at all. Your gesturc
will be a real gesture by accepting this very innocent Amendment, _If you do that
we certainly will realise that you really mean what you profess. Let the Amend-
ment be accepted.

(At this stage many hon. Members rose to speak.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I realise that the hon. Members are within
their right to speak. But may I point out that this matter has been very well
thrashed out—more than once ; it has been bitterly thrashed out, and there
remains hardly any new point to be advanced. Therefore may 1 ask the hon.
Members to allow the Hon’ble Minister to reply so that we can finish the business
of the day, which is a heavy one ?

(A voice :  There are fresh allegations, Sir.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  So far nothing fresh has been said. If you
go through the proceedings of this Session on this and allied subject, you will
have the sadness of heart to find out the same arguments repeated in almost every
page.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : This is the only contentious
measure, Sir, and I may be allowed to say just a few words. y .

. Sir, perhaps we are importing extraneous consideration to the discussion on
this Bill. This is a pure and simple enabling statute by which Government want
sc;m;: powers which they have already got under the Settlement Rules in respect
fan{iaTh::an}?S' So, whereas Government can exercise power under rule 18 foi Ifcfﬂf

>, 1€V 1AVE DO power to evict persons from the forest reserves, although the
Si”.'c;lty ?: ior.ests is higher than even the ordinary.khas land. In order to _rectlfy
;;gl?slg?i%no & %L‘;‘] beenA necessary for Government to bring forward this piece é)f
T i : ier afforestation has any relation to rainfall, may be doubted,
3 €15 1o manner of doubt that soil erosion is vitally connected with

cforestatoin. : And you know, Sir, that soil erosion has not only affected the
fertility of our'soil, but has also affected the cours= of our rivers which have bcen
silted up due to soil erosion. This problem is a serious one which is being now
conmdereigi by all experts. So, this is one of the aspects for which it is necessary
that our forest wealth should not he destroyed in a way which may affect the course
of rivers and fertility of our soil. So, thisis a very plain question. Thisis an
enabling statute which enables Government to exercise certain powers. It does
not neCCSSl?_U‘l.ly follow that Government shall have at once to pounce upon all people
who are 1llvmg n the forcst reserves. So, when this question of Professional
Grazing ~eserves and immigrants is irrelevant it reminds me of 2 Bengali adage
¢cWho is there in the temple ? No, I am not eating banana”, 2 _
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With these few words I beg to oppose the Amendment moved by my hon.
Friend Khan Sahib Maulavi Nurul Hossain Khan. i

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, several of
the hon. Members, who have spoken, have gone out of the mark altogether.
Many things they spoke were irrelevant. They were talking about grazing reserves.

. This Bill deals only with forest reserves. The grazing reserves are regulated

under section 12 of the Land and Revenue Regulations, which reads like this:
“In the case of any land over which no person has the rights of a proprietor,
landholder or settlement-holder under this Regulation, the Provincial Govern-
ment may make rules to provide for...... . (2) .the ejectment of any person who
has entered into unauthorized occupation of such land”. The grazing reserves
come under that, and there is already power in the hands o the (sovernment to
eject people from grazing reserves. '

But, Sir, in the Assam Forest Regulation we have no provision like that. °
This Bill deals with the forest reserves and encroachment on those reserves. Sec-
tion 25 of the Forest Regulation reads thus : ‘‘Any person who makes any fresh
clearing prohibited by section 7, or......... (f) clears or breaks up any land for
cultivation or any ether purpose... ..... shall be punished with imprisonment for
a term which may extend to six months, etc.” Now, if this Amendment is carried,
it will nullify the provisions of the section I have just read out. It will make the
whole Bill meaningless. )

Then, again, the Amendment says ‘““but who has not built a house or raised
at least one crop”. What is a house, Sir ? It may be a little hut in which a
man dwells, it may be made overnight. " And a crop may be raised in the interior
of a forest in three days’ time and it may not be detected by a forest officer if
it 1s in the interior of the forest. So, Sir, this Amendment in reality seeks to
nullify the whole intention of the Bill. Sir, it has been said by one of the
hon. speakers that this is a very harmless Amendment, but in fact it is not
so harmless because it seeks to render the whole Act meaningless.

Then, Sir, another point is this: there are people who have encroached
upon forest reserves, and they have no right to encroach on these reserves. They
have done so illegally and forcibly. Is this legislature going to approve of this
illegal and forcible action of the people though they may be inhabitants of the
Province ?  Some may have come from outside the Province. People from
outside who are in search of land may come in large number and go over the

“ whole country and will try to get land in forest reserve and occupy there ; and

overnight they may build little huts and cultivate the land for some kind of a crop.
They may do so inside a big forest and they may not be seen for a long time.
This Amendment advocates that those people should not be evicted at all. Sir,

that will simply go to add troubles to our Forest officers and also to our Forest
Reserves.

The Bill does not deal with Unclassed State Forests but deals with the Forest
Rescerves only.  Therefore, Sir, those hon. Members who have spoken against
the Bill have gone out of the mark altogether. As Government oppose the
Amendment, I hope the hon. Member who has moved the Amendment will
please withdraw his Amendment.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Sir, are we to take it that this Bill does not
govern the Unclassed State Forests ? 1 want a clear answer.

‘T'he Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : It is stated very clearly that the
Bill is to give power to Government to make rules for the ejectment
encroach upon the Forest Reserves.

Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY : May I know from the Hon’ble

Minister whether this Bijl, if passed 1into law, will affect the persons who have
settled in the forests for the Jast 30 years P

of persons who
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The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do not want to answer
that question, Whoever comes under the purview of the Bill will be affected.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

““That in item (¢) under sub-clause (i) of clause 2, after the word ‘reserves’ the
following be added :—

‘But who has not built a house or raised at least one crop’ .

The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That clause 2 with all its parts stands part of the Bill”.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

““That clause 1 stands part of the Bill”.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That the Title and Preamble of the Bill stand part of the Bill”.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J..M. NICHOLS-ROY :  Sir, I beg to move that the
Assam Forest (Amendment) Bill, 1946, be passed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That the Assam Forest (Amendment) Bill, 1946, be passed”.

Then I am putting the question. The question is:

““That the Assam Forest (Amendment) Bill, 1946, be passed’’.

The question was adopted.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.
After Lunch

The Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation (Amendment)
' Bill, 1946.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now come to item 5—

Consideration of the Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation
(Amendment) Bill, 1946, clause by clause.

I find there are some Amendments to clause 3.

Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move that sub-clause (1) under clause 3 be deleted. My object in moving this
Amendment is that when the Government of India decreased the taxes on petrol
and lubricants the Government of Assam should not increase it. Now that the
war is over, everybody expects that the tax on petrol and lubricants should be
reduced to its normal rate. But instead of doing this it is unfortunate that the
Government of Assam is trying to increase it. The increased tax will hit the
poor people mostly. On account of the increase in these taxes the motor
communication has already become very dear. In these circumstances, I think
it will be improper for the Government to increase the tax, - 4
With these words I commend my Amendment to the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved ;

¢“That sub-clause (1) under clause 3 be deleted.”

: The Hon’ble ‘Sl-i:jut BI-SHNURAM MEDHI: Mr, Speaker, Sir, at the
beginning of this Session I informed the House that from the actual calculations
made, it has b;}en} found that the revenue expected is going to shrink very rapidly
on account ol the military persoanel going out of the Province and also the
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contractors who came here from outside the Province. The consumption of
these articles, namely lubricants and petroleum is going down and the sources
of revenue is decreasing and in order to safeguard the revenue of the Province we
propose to agree with the object of this Bill which was practically prepared by the
last Government to increase the petrol tax, etc.” In view of all these, Sir, I appeal
to the hon. Mover to withdraw the Amend ment and to help for the stability of
the finance of the Province.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member press his Amend ment ?

Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: In view of the statement
made by the Hon’ble Finance Minister I beg leave of the House to withdraw my
Amendment.

" The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the House
to withdraw his Amendment ?

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

““That clause 3 of the Bill stands part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T am putting clause 4 as a question as there
is no Amendment under this clause.

The question is:

‘“That clause 4 of the Bill stands part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There are two Amendments under clause 5.

Maulavi ABDUL BARTI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that sub-clause (1) of clause 5 be deleted. The sub-section (1) of section 8 of
the principal Act, reads thus: “Subject to such conditions as may .bc
prescribed, the prescribed authority may suspend or cancel a registration
certificate— '

(a) if any tax payable under section 3 is not duly paid by the holder of
such certificate ; or ’
(b) if there is any breach of any of the conditions subject to. which a
s registration certificate is granted™.

Sir, by sub-clause (2), it is sought that the prescribed authority should be the
Commissioner and his powers would be subject to such conditions as would be
thought fit to be prescribed by rules.

To me, it seems that unlimited powers should not be given to the Commis-
sioner. The condition under which he should exercise his powers must be pres-
cribed by rules and therefore, I want to retain the original section, With this

end in view I have tabled this Amendment and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will
see his way to accept.it

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That sub-clause (1) of clause 5 of the Bill be deleted®’.

*The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in spite of
the request of my hon. Iriend I cannot agree to his Amendment because it is not
absolutely necessary and the mere acceptance of his Amendment will not improve:
the position. Sir, the condition is there for every license that is being granted
under this permit and it is essential for the proper working of this Bill that the
words “‘subject to such conditions as may he prescribed’” be deleted, The ordinary
condition is there as laid down in the Actitself. So, Sir, in view of this I cannot
accept the Amendment of my hon.” Friend,

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: May I know what conditions
are laid down in the Amending Bill or the original Act ?

*The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Section 26 of the Actsays:
“The Provincial Government may make rules not inconsistent with this Act, to

*Speech not corrected.
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This is why, Sir, these conditions

carry out all or any of the purposes thereof™.
' under

are not necessary because rules are there and Government will frame rules
section 26. i

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Then am I to understand that

this particular sentence in the original Bill was redundant ?.

*#The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Yes, Sir, that is why we
want to delete it.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I am not convinced, Sir, but
still; as it is a small matter, I do not press my Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the House
to withdraw his Amendment.

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 3

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: In sub-clause (2) of clause 5 there isan
Amendment standing in the name of ‘Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. Does the
hon. Member want to move his Amendment ?

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : No, Sir.

T'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question 1s:

“That clause 5 of the Bill stands part of the Bill”.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There are no Amendments to clauses 6 to 15.
So I am putting them as a question.

The question is:

“That clauses 6 to 15 both inclusive stand part of the Bill”.

The question was adopted.
The Houn’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member want to move his

- Amendment tabled under clause 16 ?

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Yes, Sir.. I beg to move that
in item (1) of sub-clause (1) of clause 16 for the words ‘thirty days’, the words
‘ninety ‘days’ be substituted. My intention is that the time that has been
prescribed for appeals is too short. Therefore, as in other cases, I want to

extend the time to three months.
Amendment for the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : 0
“That in item (1) of sub-clause (1), of clause 16 for the words ‘thirty days’,

the words ‘ninety days’ be substituted”. :

*The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I oppose
this Amendment because it will create some difficulty. ,WC thmk,‘Su-, 30 days’
time is quite sufficient and also in all civil matters 30 days’ time only is granted for
preparing appeal. If 90 days’ time be allowed then people may runaway and
evade payment of dues under this Act. So, Sir, Government consider that 30 dayy’
time is more than sufficient. In view of what I have said, I would request the
hon. Member to withdraw his Amendment.

Maulavi ABDUL BAKI CHAUDHURY: Sir,if the Hon’ble Minister is
determined not to concede to any of our Amendments, T cannot help it and I
* think no useful purpose would be served in pressing my Amendment and
therefore, I withdraw my Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the House
to withdraw his Amendment,

The Amendment ‘was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That clause 16 of the Bill stands part of the Bill”.

The question was adopted.

*Speech - not corrected.

With this aim in view I beg to press my.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I then come to clause 17. Does the hon.
Member press his Amendment.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Yes, Sir, I beg to move that
for sub-clause (1) of clause 17, the following be substituted :—

¢¢(1) That in item (¢) of sub-section (2) of section 26 for the word and
‘section 9’ the words and figures ‘Sections 8A and 9° be substituted?®.

Sir, under the new section 8{A) we have defined the word ‘Taxing Authority’
and under 9 we have defined the officials to whom the powers may be
delegated by the Taxing Authority. ¥ ' '

Sir, clause (¢) of sub-section (2) of section 26 reads as follows :—

“The powers and duties to be exercised or performed by Officers or persons
under section 9,

figure

That is to say, here, under the rule making power itis prescribed that the
powers and duties that will be exercised by the Taxing Authority shall be
prescribed by rules of the Government and I consider that all these items ought
to be retained because it will define the powers and duties of the Commissioner
So, I do not see any reason why this sub-clause should be deleted. 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

““That for sub-clause (1), of clause 17, the following be substituted :—

(1) That in item (¢) of sub-section (2) of section 26, for the word
‘Section 97, the words and figures ‘Sections 8A and 9’ be substituted®,

*The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we cannot
accept this Amendment because this Amendment is not likely to improve the
position  Government wants to retain all its rule-making powers with Government
and it does not want to entrust it to the subordinate officers, Commissioners or
otherwise duly appointed by Government to frame rvles, and in view of ’this
I think my hon. Friend will withdraw his Amendment.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: May I submit, Sir, that the
Hon’ble Minister is mistaken ? The secction runs as follows: ‘The Provincial
Government may make rules not inconsistent with thig _Act, to carry out all or
any of the purposes thereof.” Soitis apparent that it s the Government who
are to make the rules prescribing the powers and the duties of the Commissioner
So there is no harm in accepting this Amendment. 3

*The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Even that
is redundant and is not necessary. Government can frame gz]]
this Act.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does the hon.
Amendment ? ot

Mavlavi ABDUL BA CHAUDH : i .
my Amendm nt. URY: :Ne, Sir, Lidpmotliko PICss

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member
House to withdraw his Amendment ?

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is.

““That clause 17 of the Bill stands part of the Bill.”

The question was-adopted. i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That clauses 1 and 2 of the Bill stand part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The'question is :

¢“That the Title and Preamble of the Bill stand part of the Bjj]

The question was adopted. :

*Speech not corrected
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*The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move that the Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1946, be passed. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That the Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1946, be passed.”

Then I am putting the question.

The question is:

“That the Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation (Amendment)
Bill, 1946, be passed.”

The question was adopted.

The Assam Amusements and Betting Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1946

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now we take up the consideration of the
Assam Amusements and Betting Tax (Amenlment) Bill, 1946.

There is an Amendment to the Preamble.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: It will come last, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then we take up clause 2. The hon.
Member may move his Amendment.: ; :

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, I beg to move that in
clause 2 in the second line for the word ‘said’, the word ‘principal’ be
substituted. Sir, my Amendment is very simple. In all our Bills we do not
say ‘the said Act’, we say ‘the principal Act’, and also regarding the Bill that we
have just now passed the wording is ‘principal Act’ not the ‘said Act.” T only
want to change the word, and so, the word ‘said’ may be changed into ‘principal.’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : 7

“That inclause 2 in the second line for the word °‘said’ the word
‘principal’ be substituted.” : "
4 TIIl)c Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I do not want to dis-
appoint my hon. Friend in this case, and I have no objection to accept the
Amendment provided he does not press for other Amendments (laughter).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then I am putting it as a question. The
questicn is :

““That in clause 2 in the second line for the wor
be substituted.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question 1is : e

““That clause 2 of the Bill as amended stands part of the Bill.

The question was adopted. :

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, I beg to move tl_w.t in
clause 3, in the first line, for the word ‘said’, the word ‘principal’ be substituted.
It is the same thing, Sir, and I do not like to add anything more.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: This may be put together,

d ¢said’, the word ‘principal’

Sir.
The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : It may be said that wherever
the word ‘said’ occurs, it is to be deleted by substituting the word ‘principal.’
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: The word ‘said’ may occur in other
places also. Therefore, it is better that the Amendments should be put separately.
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Amendiuent moved :
““That in clause 3, in the first line for the word ‘said’ the word ‘principal’
be substituted.”

*Speech not. corrected
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“That in clause 3, in the first line for the word ‘said’ the word ‘principal’
be substituted >.

The question was adopted.

The question is: _

“That clause 3 as amended stands part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: In clause 4 of the Bill there are two Amend-
ments. The first one is in the name of Maulavi Md. Abdulla but he is absent.
Therefore Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury may move his Amendment,

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, I beg to move that in
clause 4, in the first line for the word ‘said’ the word ‘principal’ be substituted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“Thatin clause 4, in- the first line for the word ‘said’ the word ‘principal’
be substituted.

- (After a pause)

The Hon’ble.the SPEAKER: The question is:

¢“That in clause 4, il the first line for the word ‘said’ the word ‘principal’
be substituted.” ;

The question was adopted :

The question is: ~

“That clause 4, as amended, stands part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then we come to clause 5, Maulavi Abdul
Bari Chaudhury may move his Amendment.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, I beg to move that clause 5 be
deleted. Sir, clause 5 reads as follows—“Tn sub-section (1) of section 10 of the said
Act, for the words ‘a public demand’, the words ‘an arrear of Jand revenue’
shall be substituted”. My submission is, Sir, that the arrear land revenue
is recovered by issuing distress warrants, but I want that if there be any arrear
under this Act, it should be recovered under the Public Demands Recovery
Act of Bengal. With this object in view I have tabled this Amendment,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

““That clause 5 be deleted”’.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, from the
working of the Act we have found that if this clause is n
will escape payment of dues under the Act unless it is
revenue and hence it is absolutely necessary for realisatio
Government revenue. We cannot under the
Amendment.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY - May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister what is the arrear so far under this Act ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I have not got the figures
with me, Sir. It may not be recovered by the time process is issued under the
Public Deniands Recovery Act and is ready for execution. I cannot say that
there is no arrear left. Recoveryis always cone. The Central Taxation Act
also depends on speedy collection so that there may not he any difficulty. It
seems to me that this procedure under Public Demands Recovery Act is very
cumbrous and takes a long time.

I hope my hon. Friend will withdraw his
facts stated by me.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :
withdraw my Amendment,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has
House to withdraw his Amendment ?

ot there many persons
rccoverable as arrear of
ition of the due as arrear of
clrcumstancess accept this

Amendment in view of the
I beg leave of the House ta

the hon. M_ember the leave of tht}



THE ASSAM AMUSEMENTS AND BETTING TAX [2nvD APL.

758
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1946.
The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
«That clause 5 stands part of the Bill”.
The question was adopted :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now in clause 6 therc is an .Amendm i
4 t
the name of Maulavi Md. Abdullah but he is absent. - Maulavi Abdu(l:l}}a'l:;
Chaudhury Las also got an Amendment in his name. He may move his
Amendment. ¥:

Mal,}laVi ABDU_L BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, I beg tomove that in
clause 6 in the first line, for the word ‘said’, the-word ‘principal’ be substituted
The HOﬂ’blIC theﬁS.PEfl\KﬁER:I Amendment moved : ey
«¢That in clause 6 in the first line, e ey EAMEN
5ubstitut:d.’l’ st line, for-the word ‘said’, the word ‘principal’ be
The Hon’b{e thcﬁSPE%KER: The question is:
«¢That in clause 6 in t e first line, for the word ‘said’, tt ARk e
be substituted”. o sald’, the word, ‘principal
The question was adopted.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:™ ‘ :
¢tThat clause 6, as amended, stands part of the Bill”.
The question was adopted.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: -Now we take up cl :
No. 10 in t}ne name of Maulavi Abdul Bari Ohaudlurl)ry m':;,Sebc'? .mtﬁg:ie.ndmcnt
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I beg to move that in cl
in the first line, for the word f‘said’, the word ‘principal’, be ;1 gapse i
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : & ubstituted
«That in clause 7 in the first line, for the word ¢ id’ : :
be substituted.” : : FudpRtheiiword ‘principal’
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
<:That in clause 7 in the first line, for the d ‘said’ s
be substituted’’. I word ‘said” the word principal’
The question was adopted.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
«That clause 7, as amended, stands part of the Bill”.
The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In clause 8 also there is an Amendment ;
name of Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. ntin the
Maulaw .ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: I do not propose to move j
it no more arises. it, as

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The questi TS

«That clause 8 stands part of the Bil!’c’l e

The question was adopted,

The question is:

«That clause 1 stands part of the Bill”

The question was adopted : '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There is an Amendment to tht Preample

MaulaVI ABDUL BARI CHAUDHUR\’: Sir, I bcg to move, that ,in ]ine.
S

one and two of the Preamble the brackets and words ‘(to guard against g fall
all

in the rever :
in the revenues of the province) and for that purpose necessary’ be deleted

Sir, I mu i ;
taxaciox; mﬁa:Itlrzdmj:{ tI:at the Preamble is not happily drafted. Itis a part of th
i il Oftirle rcieatutc is going to b'e cr:acted and it cannot depend 0;
tlie Preasble. YWikh s nue}g_ and surely, Sir, it should not be incorporated in
expedient further to ami: CC’I’.JCCt I want to change it as follows—Whereas it is
i raise the 14t Bhias ; nd the Assam Amusements and Betting Tax Act, 193

% and provide for its collection, - 4 %
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : -
‘“That in lines one and two of the Preamble, the brackets and words “(to
guard against a fall in the revenues of the province) and for that purpose
necessary’ be deleted.” : _
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: T have no objection to that,
Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:
¢“That in lines one and two of the Preamble, the brackets and words ‘(to

guard against a fall in the revenues of the province) and for that purpose
necessary’ be deleted.

The question was adopted. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is: . :

“That the Title and Preamble of the Bill as amended stand part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the Assam Amusements and Betting Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1946, as amended,
b. passed. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion  moved :

“That the Assam Amusements and Betting Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1946, as
amended, be passed?”. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

““That the Assam Amusements and Betting Tax. (Amendment) Bill, 1946, as
amended, be passed’.

The question was adopted,

Motion 7¢: restoration of Sorupathar and Barpathar Mauzas to the ordi-
nary administration under Civil and Criminal jurisdiction of the Hon’ble
High Court

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, the Government business is finished, and
we come to Private Members’ Business. We come to item No. 6 of yesterday’s
agenda. Hon. Srijut Dandeswar Hazarika to move his Motion.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
this House is of o pinion that the Government of Assam do take necessary steps so
that the Sorupathar and Barpathar Mauzas which fall within the Mikir Hills tract
of the Golaghat Subdivision be imquiately restored to the ordinary administra-
tion under the Civil and CrimirlalJurlsclictiqn of the Hon’ble High Court.

Sir, I submit, that the areas included in Barpathar and Sorupathar Mauzas in
Golaghat Subdivision may immediately be brought under the Hon’ble High Coart
at Calcutta. I think, Sir, I shall be fz}lhng.m_ my duty and betl‘aying my pledges to
my electorate in these Mauzas which fall within the 'Golqghat South General Consti-
tuency which I represent, llfI should prefer to remain silent on so vital a matter as
this and not impress upon the Government and the hon. Members of this House
the fact, some hon. Members may already know about this, that the areas covered
by these Mauzas had been al‘ttﬁc‘auy separated from the general administered areas
of the Province and brought unde:r Hills Regulatl_ons framed under the Scheduled
Districts Act, 1874, thereby denying to the inhabitants of these areas the benefits of
civilised democratic Government. The people residing there ape 5 good lot of
souls—Hindus, Muhammadans z.md thshans, quite EI.I(I'II. to the population in the
general administered areas—their social, economic, political, linguistic, religious
and conventional ideology and aspiration b]cmg the same as thoge of the Ilatter.
These people, it appears to me, .‘nr: }mve )é:en misruled an_d vl
legitimate advancement.in modern 1"’?}‘5: and what is worst, is their feeling of sad
contrast when they think of_th.en‘ relatives enjogl‘ng.thc l_mnclits of civilised Govern-
ment in the gencral administered areas.  Their grievances were ventilated to

to move that
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-Government through various agitations since 1935. They petitioned to the Deputy
Commissioner, Sibsagar on the Tth December 1935, protested against the
promulgation of Hills Regulations in their areas in public meeting dated the 28th
November 1935 and the Ist December 1935 and wired on the 19th June 1937, to His
Excellency the Governor of Assam. Yet, Sir, Government paid no attention for the
removal of their grievances. : ;

Sir, if the hon. Members be pleased to take a little trouble to look back into
the history of these two areas— I am going to give here a brief account of it for the
informat&on of thoscf: hon. Members who may not know about it— they will find a
retrograde course ol events.

It was in the days of Sir Bamfield Fuller, the then Chief Commissioner of
Assam in 1905 that some enterprising and arduous Assamesc people and some
Surma Valley men also opened up habitable lands in the thick forests of those two
Ilgrzlsuzatli on éovg assessment basis. During this period the areas now known as

pathar an orupathar Mauzas had other names, oz, Rengma, Kordoiguri
and Nowjan Mauzas. Subsequently these threc Mauzas werc made into one, vizZ.,
Barpathar. Till 1930 Barpathar Mauza was under Golaghat Local Board when. it
:Vnaéi zl;r(:\tlagqhst liltmdeg Barpathar Development Bourd. In 1'932-33 Barpathar
L plit up into two, 2., Ba_rpalhar and. S(_)rupathar.. _Tlll pefore 1935, the
%algutt ;;? t}:]n_]oycd the ordinary Civil and Criminal adnymstrgttmn under the
e ea 111:ﬁio(_?ourt. Then they were compelled to decay in their growth. The
SR e DO o e Wese Banged. PP e Hombie
= 5 some wer nged.
I};I‘;;gllgu?;él]rt been_functioning there, most of the so-called offenders would have been
e It{vacqu'lt{]ed and there would have -been more attractions for settlcmept
b 'ht oA ;lS w(l;t 1 effect from the 1st Dece'rnber 1944 that these areas were again
it egr L erB 0 a}gl}la_t Local Board. This was no dqub!; an m:-,talmer'lt of better
T ut this is not all.  What T want, Sir, 1s immediate withdrawal of
Regulations from there. Special Regulations are of course necessary for
przselrvatloél of tribal habits and customary rites of the tribal people. But there the
frfatfect;li”zn Itl_O St}ch protection. Then what on earth there the regulations were
S th: ]1?01_1 or, I ﬁr}d no reason. I am quoting the following three resolutions
TAyia et al%l;llé; St‘;sion of the Indian National Congress 10 1936 in support of

“This Congress is of the opinion that the creation of “excluded and partiall

excluded areas and Chief GOmI;)nissioner’s Provinces, including British Baluchistans,r

from the 1st January 1 > ] i
Liteab Al inae - coveiing ic area of 207000 sqnareuniics s ntia

different groups witheople is yet another attempt to divide the people pfiaginiuto

unjustifiable discriminat d to obstruct th
i i ory treatment and=¥ e
growth of uniform democratic institutions in the gountr}’.’

“This Congress is fi o
. urther of o : . xclu
partiallyiesilna s Nan et o intendedpmmn that the separation of these € ded and

e to leave a | | of disposition and ex-
loitation : a larger control o p : ]

Pc;f St ;)feat?ea r];lrtle;‘al and forest wealth in those areas and keep the inhabitants
suppression’. part from the rest of India for their easier exploitation and

“This Congress holds that ioe
: : the same level of democratic and self-governing insti-
tutions should be applicable to all parts of India and without any distinction.”

With these few w ;
: ords, Sir m : ;
lon, House without divisio,n_ ,I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢“That this : T
ry steps so that t}i‘;ussc 18 of opinion that the Government of Assam do take necessa-
orupathar and Barpathar Mauzas which fall within the Mikir

Hills Tract of the Dl : : :
administration u(;lc?eclilz:ﬁgat(]izﬁbdwmOn e

Gotirt.> and Criminal Jurisdiction of the Hon’ble High
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Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to
the Motion moved by my Friend, Srijut Dandeswar Hazarika.
of the partially excluded areas and” excluded areas is not a new one, as my
Friend has said, the Congress has been agitating about this since 1936. In the
Indian Legislature and other Provincial Legislatures this question has also been
agitated. The main question is whether a large section of the people have been
deprived of the ordinary benefits of the Civil and Criminal law = which is applica-
ble in the general administered areas. My Friend has given certain history
about the constitution of these Mauzas. Sir, we all very well know that at the
time of the Congress Coalition Government this question had been agitated by
many of my Friends. Mr. Khorsing Terang who is here to-day agitated this. Of
course, I do not find my Friend Mr.  Jobang D. Marak who was a supporter
of this question. I myself and Srijut Sankar Barua also agitated this matter
before the House. After a lot of agitations the Congress Coalition Government
thought it fit, Sir, to convene a conference of t.hc leaders of the different groups,
The conference took place in about 1939 in the months of May and July
and certain Resolutions were ~adopted. Sir, to-day unfortunatcly the
Question did not come up hefore the House. It .Was put in .as an Unstarred
Question and we have found here at page 18 of the Unstarred Questions that
Government proposed to bring this area under the ordinary Crimina] Jurisdiction,
but found this would require orders by His Majesty in Council, which could
not be obtained during the war. The whole _matter is again being examined.
So far we find that the present Ministry is taking steps to bring this area under
the ordinary jurisdiction of the High Court. Any way, Sir, we feel that this
.policy of dividing India into excluded and non-excluded areas is a sopy of the
policy of Divide and Rule by the British Imperialists. India is op the verge
of big changes and it is a pity that a large popuiation of these Mauzas where the
same conditions apply, where people have the same facilities regarding their
education and other matters as in other Mauzas, sh_ould be deprived of the
ordinary Civil and Criminal rights under the Hon’ble High Court, That is the most
burning question of the day. Till 1935, my information goes that thege people
were administered under the laws of the High Court. 1 do net know how
these Mauzas came to be excluded from the jurisdiction of the High
Court, but I think some civilian officer found out that these tWo areas fall a}gso
within the Mikir Hills Tracts and so they were conveniently brought under the
Mikir Hills Tracts Regulations. Sir, I would only quote one item of the Regu-
lations by which the people of those areas arc.governed. Items 15 ang 16 of %he
Regulations lay downs Criminal justice shall be ordinarily administered by the
Deputy Commissioners, their Assistants, and by the Mauzadarg Gaonburas
or other chief village authoritics of the different communitjeg, - ¢

The Deputy (]omr.mss:oner shall be competent to pass sentence of death
transpﬂrtadon or 'impl'JsonmenL up tq the maximum amount provided foreathé
offence, of whipping, a_nd of fine up to any amount ; Provided thap 4] AR
of death or transportation shall bt‘: subject to the confirmation of the Governor
: 1, his personal capacity and provided that all sentences of Imprisonment £
3 . gnd upwards shall be subject to the conﬁrma_tion of the Ommis:ilongr s
yez So, Sir, we find lha_t widc_ powers lllla\ilc been given to the eputy C;)mrnis-
sioner. In this connection, Su;, ‘[:Iaecad l‘ eﬂmemory of Jate lamented Kushal
Chandra Konwar, who was tried under lesf: et Regmations—-without any
: ial—and as a consequence was sent 0 the gallows. Sit.. the bk
Yty s, be repealed and I do not think i) L er O
Regulations should at once be rep tXany civilized Govern-
ment can tolerate such Regulations. 't the Moti :

So, Sir, I whole-heartedly support the Motion moved 1, my hon. Friend,
Mr. Hazarika and I would urge upon Government to take Steps to have these
iniquitous laws withdrawn at once.

support
This question
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The Hon’ble Mr: BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think

it is better for me to intervene at this stage of the debats in order to shorten the
discussion. Government are in full sympathy with the object of this Motion.
Sir, I may point out that this Motion has been brought forward for a very limited
purpose—the purpose of bringing the two Mauzas, viz., the Sorupathar and
Barpathar Mauzas, under the jurisdiction of the High Court. But ‘there is the
bigger question to which it relates, as has been hinted by the hon. Members who
have spoken. It is the question whether there should be any partially excluded
or excluded areas in the Province—why in this Province—in any other
Provinces in India ?

Now, Sir. this Motion has been brought forward on the assumption
that the present Constitution would continue. But, Sir, are we not 1In  expecta-
tion of great Constitutional changes to take place soon ?  What I mean is this,
Sir, are we not expecting that India would be granted independence and a
Government in India will soon be installed whick will be completely free from
British control ? Independence to India will necessarily mean a solution of the
very sore question of partially excluded apd excluded areas in India. They are
bound to be a thing of the past.

Now, Sir, so far as the present question is concerned, it is a very very old
question, as has been pointed out by the hon. Mover of the Motion and
the other hon. Member who has supported it. It is a question which is a5
old as the twenties of this century. In the Legislature under the old Consti-
tution this question came up again and again and even under the present Con-
stitution this question was approached from different’ points of view and wag
discussed several times.. Government also arrived at certain decisions. What
the Government’s attitude at present is, has been sufficiently indicated in answer
to a Question put to-day by the hon. Member who has spoken in support of j¢,
He has read out a portion of the answer. And there the Government attitude
has been clearly stated in these terms: “‘the question will be reopened in the light
of broader constitutional developments™. What this answer means has beep
explained by me. In view of what is in the offing Government are formulating
their plans with regard to thesc two Mauzas.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: We wang
to know the difficulties of Government at present. -

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : I am coming to that.

Now, Sir, in the year 1939 the then, Government, as a matter of facg,
decided to create a Subdivision of the Mikir Hills To give effect to that
decision Government tried their best, but there were financial and other diffj.
culties in the way. Then the Government which succeeded that Government
decided that these two Mauzas should be brought under the jurisdiction
of the High Court ; but to do that, Sir, it required an Order-in-Council from,
His Majesty the King. Under section 230 of the Government of India Act jf
the jurisdiction of the High Court is to be extended to any part of another Prq.
vince in which the seat of the High Court is not situated, "it requires an agree-
ment between the two Governments, 7.e., the Government under which the High
Court is and the Government under which that part of the country where the
jurisdiction of the High Court is to be extended is. And after that agreement
is arrived at, the matter is to be referred to His Majesty the King in Councjl
and the King in Council is to pass an order giving effect to this agreement, x

Now, Sir, on account of the situation that developed in  the wake of the
war it was not possible to make any move in the matter. The Government in
England was not in a mood to pay any attention to matters Jike this. So, the
question of bringing these two Mauzas under the jurisdiction of the High Court
was kept pending. There is also the further difficulty that another Order-in-
Clouncil will be necessary if these Mauzas are to be taken out of the partially
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excluded arecas. Under section 91 of the Government of India Act
sub-section (2), sub-clause (%), it is necessary that there should be an Ordcr:
in-Council directing that the whole or. any part of a partially excluded area shall
cease to be a. partially excluded area or a part of such area. So these are the
difficulties that stood in the way of Government. But the Gove’rnmcnt expect
that these difficalties will no longer be there and the old question will be settled
once and for all. So, I would request my hon. Friend to withdraw this
Motion. Or, if he likes he may press the Motion. Acceptance of the Motion
by the House will strengthen Government’s hands in pressing this question whe

the constitutional problem will come to be scttled, or even if the problem is nor;
settled.

Srijut RATJENDRA NATH BARUA: I don’t think there will be any h
in passing this Motion because this is a matter for His Majesty the Kir); al;nc;
the whole debate will be forwarded to the proper authorities, Pk

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Motion has our full
sympathy and support for it and we think that if it is carried unanimous]
by the House, it would further strengthen the hands of the G‘oxcrnment:y
In that view, our party definitely hold that the Motion should be accepted
unanimously by the House. (dpplause). 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That this House is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take neces-
sary steps so that the Sorupathar and Barpathar Mauzas which fa]] within the
Mikir Hills Tract of the Golaghat Subdivision be immediately restored to the or-
dinary administration under the Givil and Criminal Jurisdiction of the Hon’ble
High Court.”— 3 '

The question was ad opted.

Announcement of the result of election of Memhers to the Assam Text
Book Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : With great pleasure I have to announce the
election result of 5 representatives to the Assam Text Book Committee. T
inform the House that in accordance with the agreement arrived at yesterda aj[
have received the names of the following five hon. Members for eclection ¢ Y’h
said Committee :- . g

1. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma, '

2. Srijut Dandeswar Hazarika,

3. Babu Bidyapati Singha,

4. Dr. Emran Hussain Chaudhury, and

5. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

These five hon. Members are hereby declared elec :

i ~ ed to the saiq Com-

Prorogation

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now the business of the Sessi :
to a close. I am now to read out the order of His Excellency th;o?} 1as come
Assam proroguing this House. Before I do that, I have to gratefully a 1V€rnor of
the co-operation that the hon. Members were pleased to ex&ng nowledge
discharging my duties from this place and I offer my hearty th, kto me in
same. I now read out the order— g e nks for the
“In exercise of the powers conferre y clause () of % S
section 62 of the GOVCI‘IIHII)CIN: of India Act, 1935, 1, (IZdrewm(}i:oie‘"itlonéZ) of
hereby prorogue the Assam Legislative Assembly at the conclusion ofr ia;}' Zlow,
of the 2nd April 1946. ; s sitting
SHILLONG A. ‘ :
The 26th March, 1946, s CLOWing
The Assembly was then prorogued. am.

SHILLONG A. K. BARUA
The 7ih Fune, 1946, 4 Sgcreta;y, Legislative As.wmb{y,’A.mamv



764

APPENDIX

APPENDIX G

[2nvD APL.

Authenticated schedule specifying the grants made by the Legislative
Assembly and the sums required to meet the expenditure charged on
the revenues of Assam for the yzar 1946:47 as requzred by section 80
of the Government of India Act, 1935.

— S [
=~ =]
Charged S 3 .
Demands | 28 | 3%
as fa '§ g' Authenti-
Description presented | 3.2 | 5> cated
= Total to the 0% "E £ | amounts
g Non- Excluded | authenti- | Assembly 3 GRS (Voted)
20 excluded areas cated (Voted) | 52 25
= areas amounts 2 O 8 B
S < | EQ
4 < <
1 2 3 4 5 .6 1 8 9
—_— = —————
Rs. s Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs,
1{ Taxes on Infome o 59,200 59,200
) >
other than Corpo-
ration Tax.
2 | Land Revenue 36,700 27,800 64,500 | 22,16,700 22,16,700
3 | Provincial Excise 25,100 18,800 43,900 | 4,717,600 4,77,600
4 | Stamps 100 100 62,000 62,000
5 | Forests 1,72,100 | 2,68,600 [ 4,40,700 | 8,10,200 8,10,200
6 | Registration 2,05,300 2,05,300
7 | Charges on account 20 20 [ 5,41,700 . 5,41,700
of Motor Vehicles -
Taxation Act. !
8 | Other Taxes and 34,600 e 34,600
Duties.
9 | Navigation, Embank- 100 100 | .6,91,700 6,91,700
ment and Drainage
Works.
Interest on debt and | 8,48,800 8,48,800
other obligations.
Appropriation  for | 14,16,000 14,16,000 g
reduction or avoid-
ance of Debt.
10 | General Adminis- \ 12,71,600 | 4,68,500 | 17,40,100 | 34,39,900 34,39,900
tration,
11 | Administration of | 2,59,900 1,300 | 2,61,200 | 10,58,100 | .. 10,58,100
Justice.




765

T he 31st March 1946.
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>
Charged Q= 2
S e 3
Demands g '>:' = § g
A 23 S |62 o
Description Non- Total presented a%‘ s> 5

£ excluded | Excluded | authenti- { tothe o = =

g reas areas cated Assembly i E i 2 E%‘

“ amounts | (Voted) | 22 | E 2 g¢

o =) zz =5

3 = =0 =

S 85 | Eg =

z <2 P R

1 o2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs.
- 12 | Jaiis and Convict 2,400 15,400 17,800 | 12,30,700 12,30,700
‘1 Settlements. :

13 | Police .. .| 4,06,200 | 1,04,100 | 5,20,500 | 39,42,300 | .. 39,42,300

14 | Ports and Pilotag e o oo 2,100 5 2,100

15 | Scientific  Depart- 6,600 6,600
ments.

16 | Education  (Euro- 500 3,700 4,200 88,500 88,500
pean).

17 | Education (other 2,12,800 2,12,800 | 59,93,900 59,93,900
than European).

18 | Medical .. 1,28,600 | 2,79,500 | 4,08,100 | 15,10,200 5 B 15,10,200

19 | Public Health i 30,900 47,100 78,000 ' 18,62,100 . o0 18.62,100

20 | Agriculture o 1,82,500 | 1,82,500 | 20,08,100 | . : 26,08,100

21 | Veterinary &0 13,900 13,900 | 2,85,400 2,85,400

22 | Co-operation 24,300 . 24,300 | 3,539,500 3,39,500

23 | Industries o 5,100 5,100 | 3,51,200 3,51,200

24 | Miscellancous 100 100 | 1,62,200 1,62,z0
Departments. ¥

25 | Civil Works (exclud- 55,000 | 6,87,600 | 7,42,600 [ 59,11,200 59,11,200
ing Tools and
Plant and Esta-
blishment).

26 | Tools and Plant and 44,600 55,500 | 1,00,100 | 4,57,800 457,800
‘Establshment char- 3ol
ges.

2 Famine Relief B 3,200 3,200 50,000 50.000

28 | Superannuation Al- | 8,60,000 v 8,60,000 | 21,05,800 -
lowances and Pen- : ; 21,05,800

Ssions.

29 tati 1,400 2 /

P::'i:)tﬁg, and s .’000“ 3,400 | 5,07,800 S 5,07,800

30 |. Miscellaneous 20,47.400 | 3,23.300

A e o i i E 23,70,700 | 32,45,700 32,45,700

; charges. i 13,400 13,400

33 | Civil Defence e .. ) 100 100

34 Caplti.l] _outlay on i 57,400 57,400 29,08,100 29,08,100
Provincial schemes :
of State Trading,

35 | Loans and advances 7,75,000 7,75,000
bearing and not
bearing interest.

Grand total 76,99,200 | 27,20,020 1,04,20,120 4,39,54,70():? '4,39,54,700
|
- A. G. CLOW,

Governor.
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