Prt;;:eédings of the First Session of the Second Assam Legislativii!‘
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government o
India Act, 1935,

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 11 a,m., on
Saturday, the 30th March 1945.

PREsSENT:

The Hon’ble Mr. Debeswar Sarmah. Speaker, in the Chair, six Hon'ble
Ministers and 80 Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS =
(To which oral answers were given) P
EStabliShmen.t of Ayurvedic College in the Manikul Ashram, Gauhati
Srijut GAUR] KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

*26. Are Government aware—

(@) That the Advisory Board formed for establishment of the Ayurvedic
College in thé Manikul Ashram, Gauhati (i) prepared a syllabus
for the first year class of the Ayurvedic College, (ii) prescribed
subjects for examination and (72i) directed the inclusion of one or
two practising medical graduates in the Advisory Board ?

(6) That the Board in its meeting  held at Shillong on 20th July 1945
reéquested the Government to depute two responsible persons—
one an experienced Kaviraj and the other; a Government
Seérvant with administrative experience to study the conditions
and nature of instructions imparted in some advanced Ayurvedic

2 Institutions of India and to report to the Advisory Board ?

(€) That the said Board recommended to the Government to make
Provisions for starting (¢) Herbarium, (i) 2 Hospital and
(27) allotment of necessary sums for the opening of the second
year class of the College in the Budget for 1946-47 ?

. {d) That the first year class of the Ayurvedic College has been opened
} on 1Ist October 1945 at the faid Gauhati Manikul Ashram and
i teaching is being carried on | :
*27. will Governmgnt be pleased to state—
@)  Whether any medical graduates have been included in- the
3 Advisory Board as referred to in question No. 26 (¢) above ? i
(0S8 S0, who are they ? ‘
(c) Whether « the personnel of the deputation mentioned in question
() If.NU- 26 (6) above, has been selected ? :
) i 50, who are they and whether they have submitted any report ?
Not, whether Government propose to select the persons for the
(f) Purpgse ?
Whether Government propose to direct the second year class of the
College 1o pe opened in the meantime in-the said Manikul
shram and to instruct the Advisory Board to prepare the
Necessary syllabus ?
(&) _whelil_ﬁl‘ Provisions have been made in the Budget for 1946-47 for
Starting the Herbarium and the Hospital as requested by the
dvisory Board ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOT replied :

26. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes.
(d)—Yes.

27. (a)—VYes.

(b)—Dr. Bhubaneswar Barua, m.B., Gauhati, Dr. Rabindra Nath
Chaudhury, M B., Sylhet. ‘
(¢)—No.
(d)—Does not arise. : . :
(e)—The matter will receive consideration of Government in due course.
(f )—Government will consider.
—No.

Srijut(gG)AURI KANTA TALUKDAR: With regard to reply to Question
No.27(c), will Government be pleased to state why the personnel has not yet been
selected ?

> +The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: It requires time to make a
selection. That is the reason, Sir.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Do Government propose to recog-
nise the usefulness of a deputation of this nature ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Yes, Sir.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Do Government propose to send
the proposed deputation for studying the nature and condition of instructions in
other advanced Ayurvedic colleges in India within a short time ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Yes, Sir, Government will
consider this very seriously.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : With regard to reply to Question
No.27(f ), have Government given instructions to the Advisory Board to start
the second year class of the College ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Not yet, I think, but it will
be given in due course. : s :

Srijut GAURI KANTA TAI.UKDAR: With regard to reply to Question
No.27(d) do not Government see the necessity of starting 2 Herbarium and a hos-

ital for such llege ? :
2 The H(c::mflt)l(gol\fllig BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Y.eS, Sir, there is the utility
of starting such things but the Government will consider whether that can be
done immediately or sometimes after. :

Further supplementary Questions on Unstarred Questions Nos.89 & 90%.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We now take Unstarred Questions from
Nos.89 to 91 which stood over yesterday for further supplementary questions.

*PURCHASERS OF CLOTHS (BOTH TEXTILE AND STANDARD) FOR THE ASSAI\:I
: PROVINCE

Khan Bahadur Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS asked :
89. Will Government be plcmmdf tlo s}gate— i ‘
(a) Who are the purchasers of cloths (both Textile and Standard) for the As ince ?
(b) Whether those purchasers have purchased the Assam quota fgi' (7) Nov::;;lcrp ’f;f;, (¥%)
December 1945, (iii) January 1946 and (iv) for February 1946 ?
(¢) If the answer for any of the months specified in - question (4) above be in the negative,
what are the reasons for such failure ?
(d) How much profit per cent. for these purchasers has been fixed ?
(¢) Who are the district purchasers from these provincial purchasers, giving the names for
every district ? . s
(f) The profit per cent. every district purchaser is making for his purchage giving the figurc
'ffif evcrz district ? ; s, A :
(g) e profit per cemt. each wholesaler is making from these district ?
(k) The gmﬁt Rlc retailer is making from these wholesalers ? Bcaser
tHon’ble Mr, Basanta Kumar Das replied in absence of the Hon’hle Srijut Gopinath Bardolai,
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5
Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA : Isit a fact that Govern-

ment allow a margin of 20

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE :
Districts upto 23 per cent. and for the hill Districts upto 25 per. cent.

er cent. over the price for the consumers ?

No, Sir, for the plains

(£) Whether it is fact that for the District of Goalpara and for Dhubri headquarter: station
the District purchasers have not got their quota of cloths for (i) November 1945, (i/)
December 1945, (iii) January 1946 and (iv) February 1946 ?

(7) If the answer for any of the months specified in question (i) above be in the negative
what are the reasons therefore ?

(k) What steps Government propose to take for non-supply and non-purchasing of cloth
as stated in questions () and (i) above ?

90. (a) Are Govern
with regard to cloths ?

ment aware of the instance of black marketing now going on in Assam

Assam ? (5) Isit a fact that Government is contemplating introduction of rationing of cloths in

“(¢) If s0, when rationing of cloth will be introduced ?
The Hon’ble M. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE replied :

89. (a)—The  Textile

Supply Society in respect o Supply Company, and the Assam Provincial Co-operative Textile

Cloth,
(8)—Yes.

¢)—Th i
Cloth for h(]'gv(:mberc 2 20

f non-Standard Cloth and the Government in respect of Standard

Except a portion of November and some bales in December.
question of complete failure.. A part of our quota of non-Standard

er and December lapsed partly as the goods offered are found unsaleable and
t] psed partly as the goods offered are found unsale
g:;.nc!{a.criscctl?)tlﬁc; of funds of the Provincial Co-operative Textile Supply Society. Quota of

Society was reviy,

local oﬁicers) wiubdivision

(f )—Previ
opened hales, IrwmuS!

retailers at 14§ p

salers are (tg;'?:;ﬁubdlw.ﬂon

cent. profits,
%) —General]
(f)—No. Dhubrj

d as retailers,

(5)—Yes in

rest. ()—Already

1. N. Cachar (Hafl
on
2, Kohima & a)

3. Aijal
4. Lunglch s ¥
5. Digboi

..

..

6. Tirap %
1. Garo Hills
8, Sadiya

9. Balipara

10. Imphal

d not lapse an
ed and purchased

the rate varjes ac

ales in November, 40
: has not yet been received.
(J )-—Does not arise;

unsaleable amll’ll?curing dagcnts have been instructed to purchase
Nwanted varieties.
90. (a)—Ves,

Mokokchang

ost of the December quota not purchased by the Provincial
I by the Textile Supply Company.
(s — 3 Per cent. in respect of non-Standard Cloth.

w al Co-operative Wholesale Societies in Subdivisions and nominecs of
cre no such society exists

(A list of such nominees is shown below.)

respect of urban areas.
introduced in some parts and arrangements are being made to extend to the

NAMES OF NOMINEES FOR DISTRICT PURCHASERS

Kalooram & Bros. o
Messrs. P, B. Das & Co.
Messrs, Chottalai Seth

J. R. Chakravarty

General Manager, A. O.
C. Ltd.

Political Officer .. Ped

Rai  Meghraj Maising
Bahadur.

Political Officer ..

Messrs. Dhanraj Chatursen
Jain.
Arts & Crafts Member ,,

y it was § per cent. in case of unopened bales and 1 per cent. in case of
t was subsequently raised to a maximum of 2} per cent. Subject to issue to
er cent. above the ex-mill price,
al Societies are usually the only wholesalers and -he so-called whole-

Where whole:alers are functioning, they are allowed 1to2 per
cording to local needs.
Y up to 8% per cent.

got 357 bales in November, 158 bales in December, and 162 in January.
in December and 44

in January. Information

the full quota excepting the

.Haﬂong.
Manipur Road,
Silchar,
Chittagong.
Digboi.
Margherita.
Rowmarighat,

Saikhowa Ghat,
Lokra.

Manipur Road Stn.
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Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA'! My point is that the ex-
mill price and the retail price of the cloth are printed on 'the body of the cloth
and it is calculated to be 20 per cent. !

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Yes, Sir, it is due:to
the distance that this Government has been compelled, of course, with the con-
currence of the India Government, to raise so far as the plains districts are con-
cerned upto 3 per cent. and so far as the hill districts are concerned upto 5 per
cent. 3
Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Are Government surc that
this 23 per cent. is due to freight only or due to demurrage and of extra interes:s

that are being charged ? .
The Hon‘ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Everything is included

“in it, Sir.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: How much due to the
freight and how much due to extra interest and demurrage charges ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, it has been made
clear that 14} per cent. should not be exceeded on any account up to the delivery
to the retailers and that 8% per cent. has been fixed by the India Government for
the retailers. % '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is what portion of that enhance-
ment of 3'per cent. and 5 per cent. constitute the interest on demurrage and what
portion is for the distance ? - ' :

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: It is entirely for the
distance, Sir, because it will be found that formerly for the unopened bales, .the
percentage was fixed at 1 per cent. and ultimately the total was calculated and it
was fixed at 2§ per cent. Though the quota was fixed low the dealers used to take
much more than the total of 2} per cent. which is being given at present in the
shape of demurrage and other charges so that charges may not exceed 2} per cent.
Therefore, this extra is for the transit charges.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: My question is how much
is paid due to normal transit charges and how much is paid to the railway com-
panies due to demurrage ? o ;

The Hon'ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE:  So far as excess of these
3 per cent. and 5 per cent. for the plains and hills Districts are conceined, it Is
entirely for the transit charges, Sir. : :

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA : But, Sir, I could not elicit
vzrhta}t is due to demutrage for the non-delivery of the goods from: the railway
stations. . A

1 hc‘ Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: That is within 20 per
cent. C;Ihls excess is due to the peculiar situation of this Province which is
%Lueit?_ _at })pe end of the country and naturally it takes more for transit charggzs-

“herefore this point was considered and this increase of 3 per cent. for the plains
districts and 5 per cent? for the hills districts was fixed.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : From the reply to Question
No.89(a) we find that standard cloth was being purchased by Government direct
and from 89(¢ we find that a part of the quota of non-standard cloth for Novem-
ber and December lapsed partly as the goods offered were found to be unsaleable
and partly due to lack of funds of the Provincial - Co-operative Textile Supply
Society. May I know from the Hon’ble Minister why this quota of standard
cloth was not purchased by Government and why the Provincial Textile Society
or the Supply Company was allowed to purchase the same ? :

I'he -Hon’ble  Mr... BAIDYANATH - MOOKER JEE : Sir, one of the
importers pleaded his inability, T think during the month of SCPteml’)er and then
Gove nment entrusted the whole work of procurement to the Societ’ and the
Society also failed to manage finance, There was another difficulty, SiZ, that the
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cloth offercd was not suitable for this Province and therefore they had to refuse a
certain portion of the quota. ' el :
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, the question is regarding the
purchase of standard cloth. The Hon’ble Minister says th'at standard- cloth was
being directly indented by Government. Then why in this particular case . the
Society or the Textile Supply Company was allowed to purchase the stock ? *This
has not been answcrcd, Sir, 2
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The quota of standard
cloth did not lapse, Sir. Itis still coming. PN L
Maulaui ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Hon’ble Minister has not under-
stood my question. My question is when the _quota of non-standard cloth is
supplied by this Society and the standard cloth is purchased direct by Government
why in this particular case Government do not purchase this quota of' standard
cloth and allow, this Society to purchase it ? . . : e
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, the quota is  fixed
separately for standard cloth and for non-standard cloth. Therefore, how . does
that question arise ? This standard cloth quota has been fixed and Government is
importing that quota and there is no question of lapsing up till now. So far as non-
standard cloth quota is concerned it was given to two parties one of whom pleaded
inability and the then Government without selecting another dealer entrusted
the whole work to the Society. . :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the Hon’ble Minister seen the last sentence
of the answer to question No. 89 (c) ? The quota of standard cloth did not lapse
and most of the December quota not purchased. by the Provincial Society was
revived and purchased by the Textile Supply Company. °
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : This is concerning non-
standard cloth, Sir. : _
. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member wants to know why the
quota of standard cloth was purchased by the Textile Company. ,
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : This is exactly my question. -
- Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : Are Government aware of the fact that a
large quantity of handloom cloth. is lying unsaleable ? : ¥
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Yes, Sir.
Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : May we know why this handloom cloth
is lying unsaleable ? Is it on account of the exorbitant price or bad quality ?
Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA : Who is responsible for fixing the exor-
bitant price for handloom cloth ?
- The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYNATH MOOKERJEE : The exorbitant p
fixed by the sellers. ¥ : :
Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA : Who is responsible for the purchase of
these unsaleable cloth ?
Thc Hoﬂ’b]e. I\Ir. BAIDYAN‘%rFH MOOKERJ EE: Those WhD purc-haSed it,
they are responsible.
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May we know what is the reason for this
;};?;fi;t.ant price of the handloom cloth when the Weavers get yarn at controlled
MM le Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYA.NATH I\fIOOKERJEE: The price was fixed at a
time when the price was very high.  Afterwards it came down and when there
was scarcity in this Province most probably the purchaserg thought that the Pro-
vince was about to be out of stock and they thought that those who can afford, at
least, will purchase this cloth at high price. 3
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Are we to understa
a higher price at that time ? 3 tand that yarn was sold at
o brlIz‘tl(]:f{ Eg:}kléiﬂ;\fnhi.tgA‘H[‘)YANATH MOOKER] EF : It was not purchased in
k m¢ » and therelore, I can say that the price of yarn also was higher
at that time, otherwise, how higher prices could have been realised by the sellers.

rice was
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Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Is it a fact that cloth is generally purchas-
ed at the advice of the Government Officers ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : No, Sir.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Is it not a fact that there are some Textile
Officers at Bombay to advice the Society to purchase cloth ? _

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : They can give advice to
purchase certain class of cloth but it is up to the purchaser to purchase it. There
is nobody who can compel him to purchase cloth which is not saleable in the
market.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Are Government aware that in every part
of the Province the price of handloom cloth is disproportionally high though yarn
is given to those weavers at controlled rates ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: C{ovcrnn;cnt_ are not
aware of this fact. If there is any suggestion, Government will consider it.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Will Government'be pleased to enquire into
the matter and take steps ? : ;

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Certainly, Sir.

Babu JATINDRANATH BHADRA: Isita fact that one proprietor of a
Store in Bombay offered to give 40 per cent. reduction in the prices of handloom
goods ? A

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When it was l:()lrgught
here, Sir, the prices were high and subsequently the price came down, anditisa
fact that the proprietor referred to, offered 40 per cent. reduction. il

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA : Will Government take it |onS1 me
that the Provincial Textile Commissioner com}?cls 7)thf: Assam Co-operative Socie-
ty to purchase those cloths at an exorbitant price : : -

'lEhc Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1 amb not rcacllyd to
accept that position, Sir. I cannot understand how one can be 1u:.:)mpt:l ed to
purchase certain kind of cloth which he himself does not like to purchase. &

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please enquire
about this fact ? g =

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  Yes, certainly. :

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Do Government sus[a')ﬂ(—‘tf any conspiracy
between the purchasers for Assam aund the sellers at Bombay so far as the exorbi-
tant price goes ? E ) 2

The Iglo:’blc Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir, I am not
rcadﬁ:j:sgp&%\g%}g B/{RI CHAUDHURY : Is it a fact that the Tc?xtile
Commissioner indented handloom cloth worth 3 lacs of rupees from Bombay |

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOO;(ERJEE: I cannot reply, Sir,
The Provinci cti issioner purchased direct.
Dmtncl Lt Conmieng BSR4 . the e
Commissi i this cloth personally from Bombay : .
The Floabis e BALDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir, Government
did not pay anything fi their coffers for this purpose. ;
Maﬂlgvi KB]I;!{%LFOEK;RI CHAUDHURY: Is it a fact that even after
allowing 25 per cent. rebate Government has not been able to clear the stock ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  Yes, quite so, Sir.
*Babu JATINDRANATH BHADRA: Do Government consider that
there were mishandling and profiteering somewhere when a person who had
received money was coming forward to give a reduction of 40 per cent. ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: As the price came

*Speech not corrected.
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down the party was approached and they were willing, just to ‘save this Society,
to reduce thejprice, but in spite of that it is unsaleable and Government is taking
steps that it may be exported somewhere clse. ;

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHAUDHURY : Will the Hon’ble Minister
please state the functions of the Officer deputed by the Assam Government for
the purchase of cloth at Bombay ? :

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When the parmit
holders or license holders from this Province go to Bombay, they arrange with
the mills as advised by the Provincial Textile Commissioner and he also helps
them in securing all the wagons. This is his function. If any particular difficulty
arises he approaches the local officers wha are in charge of all these and thereby
helps the indenters of this Province. ke

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHAUDHURY: Has he anything to do
with the prices of cloth of the Province ? :

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: He has nothing to do
with the prices of cloth. But so far as the quality is concerned if it is brought to
his notice that a particular quality of cloth will not be saleable in this Province
he naturally approaches higher authorities and requests them to make
exchanges.

*Babu SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Are Government aware of the fact
that a large quantity of a mill made cloth has been transported from one place to
another ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Recently it has been
reported to me and Government is taking necessary steps.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.

I will invite the attention of the hon. Members to Rule No. 40 of the
Legislative Assembly Rules, which reads— ]

““No discussion shall be permitted in respect of any question or of any
answer given to a question. : 5

Provided that on notice given to the Speaker at question time, the Speaker
may, in his discretion, allow half an hour after 4 p. m. or after the conclusion of
the business of the day, whichever is earlier, to enable a meml_hcr to raise a debate
on any matter of urgent importance which has been the subject pfa question on
that day. No division shall be taken on such a debate, and such time shall not be
available for the transaction of any business”. ;

Therefore, I am sorry, I cannot permit any discussion on the question and if
any hon. Member gives me notice for such discussion then I may allow half an
hour atter the close of the day. :

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: There is a Motion in today’s
agenda, which runs to the effect, ““That this Assembly is of opinion that the
Government policy regarding supply and distribution of foodstuffs, coal, fuel,
kerosene oil and cloth be taken into consideration,” I think, there is no necessity
of having a separate discussion under Rule 40 of the Assembly Rules.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May I know whatis the total
percentage of commission charged on the cloth to the consumers ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I have already stated
that, Sir, 23 per cent so far as plains districts are concerned and 25 per cent
to the hills districts.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : On ex-mill price ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Yes, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: My supplementary Question
yesterday was—what will be the quota per capita for each rationing area ?

*Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : It has not been decided
and it is ur_ldcr the ConSIdcral_:lon -of Government and when distribution policy
is_ﬁn_ally. arrived at and machinery is set up to work to see that equitably
distribution 'is done, I hope the difficulty will be removed to 'a great extent.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA : What s the rate ?

The Hon’ble ..M?' B‘?‘IISYANATH MOOKERJEE: At present 11 yards.
So far as the distribution 35 concerned, a direction has already been issued
and if properly worked this will also minimise the present scarcity.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Both standard and fnon-standard cloth ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : ' Yes, Sir, '

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Do Government
propose to introduce this rationing system in rural areas also ? ;

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATA MOOKER JEE s It is difficult to say
off-hand, but, Sir, so far as I have been able to gather it is not a practical
proposiiion. y Bod i

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHAUDHURY: May I know from the
Hon’ble Minister what the Government is going to do where there is no
rationing ? : “

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: "I 'have already stated
about it. It has been already decided that Committees will be appointed and
these committees will take over the charge of distribution and they will consider
how best distribution can be done so that everybody gets his quota of cloth
under the supervision of those Committees. St _

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHAUDHURY: Are Government aware,
that at present there is no provision for fine cloth in the rural areas ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Yes, Sir, because the
quota of fine cloth is so small that it is hardly possible to supply them to the
rural areas. :

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHAUDHURY: Do Governmeént consider
that village people are not fit to use firie cloth ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Certainly not.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Do Government
realise the dearth of cloth in all the rural areas ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE; . Naturally, Sir,
according to the present arrangements there must be scarcity but if we can
distribute properly the quota allotted to us there will be less scarcity.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : It seems “this system
will taxe a long time to supply cloth to the affected areas.

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The present system
will continue and glaring defects will be removed. - :

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : May I know from
the Hon’ble. Minister whether considering the immediate necessity of the people,
Government would take immediate steps to meet the needs of the people 2

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: By a single stroke of
pen the immediate necessity of the people cannot be met. Therefore, an organisa-
tion is necessary and when this organisation is formed it will, I hope, success-
fuly discharge its work and there will be less clamour.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Whether Government will expedite this ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Surely, Sir, Govern-

ment is very anxious.
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: * Khan Sahib Maulavj NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: Does it include supply
| of cloth in the Habiganj and other needy Subdivisions ? SR

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE ; Though this question
does not arise but the answer has already been given about Sunamganj.

: * Maulavi MUNAW WAR ALI: The Hon’ble Minister stated that glaring
defects will be removed. Wil] he instan

properly, )

* Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Are those people
official or non-officia] ? :
b - (No answer

* Maulavi MUNAVVWAR ALI:
with ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I cannot mention
immediately. I haye no m

! agic wand in my hand to be able to do everything
at a time,

Further Supplementary Question on Question No, 91+

Shri ABALA KANTA GUPT

allow some time for the 1

ment for consideration ?

The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The Government being

a popular Govcrpmqnt 1t 1s glways ready to consider any suggestion of the hon.

Members of this House 5o Ong it is in the same line with the policy of this’
Government, ;

Shri ABALA KANTA CUBTA Wil G varnmenst il some time for
submitting these schemes b .

i > y the hon, Members before finally accepted ?
The Hon’ble My, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What time the Govern-

ment will require we canpe say because we cannot delay the matters as you know,
Sir, that there are charges against this :

We are delaying for 8ood reasong
were prepared by the Previous Government js under the conside
Government and it requires some time i A
sidering and re-examining a1 these questions, welcome and if the
hon. Member can give some idea about the time in that cage I €an say whether it
t.is possible forr‘Grovernm(‘znt to wait a fortnight or so,
S Dr. C. G. I‘E;,l'l{)RI:.I:.L ¢ May I agk the Ho_n’ble Minister if the reconstruc-
.**" The Hon’ble M. BAIDYANAT

Overnment ?
that the matter will not he delayed,

Who are the Persons going to be dea.lt

A:  Whether Government are willing to
on. Members to submit their schemes before the Govern-

H MOOKERJEE: I can Say this much

B'U.t so far a the request j 1t 1
. lfﬁc It for me tos h 7 r as quest js Concerncd, 1t 18
Ve 5 2

be a  noff-part matter. The icy .
rogramiie 'Fn'us't be t}he{e 5 otherlwise when tl?is (government i e
B schcmei] L1t 1s not their scheme, if it ;¢ according to the suggestion of A
g, or D owthecan l'lt b, as A S atier of coursge,
according  to POlicy of the Present Government P It d

* Speech not corrected
TPOST-WAR RiGe \ ;
sk KAI’\]TA GUDPTA At NSTRUCTION SCHEMES
gl. will the Hon’ble Mmlstcr-in-chargc of Post-Ww

5 L0 review the gch )
- he proposes Chemes of | ost-War
wh(-,th'i'l_ modifications where necessapo » X
necess?

s Hon’l]ﬂc Mllﬁ BAbID,Y:\Il\IAT_H MOOKERJEF, replicq :
.—The hon. Member’s at chtion is drawp ¢ the st i je

H 1’b1]€ Finance Minister in his Budget Speech, S i 5L T
(0}

ar Reconstruction be

5 - pleased o state
€construction Previously

made and make
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the suggestions given by the hon. Members of other parties will
not be considered. It is always the aim of the present Government that any
constructive suggestion will be always welcome.

; $Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean to say that
these schemes have been prepared by permanent o fficials without any suggestions
from the previous Government ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: That is the saddest part”
of the whole thing. This Government is not going (o accept the
suggestions or the schemes prepared by the Secretaries and the Heads of
Departments without examining them. The difference lies here. I am thankful
tti)l the hoa. Deputy Leader of the Opposition for having brought it to the no.ice of
the House.

tMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : -Is it a fact that the schemes arc
being delayed or account of valley question.

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Certainly not, Sir.

z 7Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Will Government pleasc
citculate the schemes that were formulated by the previous Government ?

_ The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When we are scrutinis-
11}138' the SChgmes and when that will be finished, the hon. Members will know
about our decision.

+Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: How can the suggestions
be made to Government without knowing the schemes ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: In that case it is not
suggestion but criticism. Am I right, Sir ? (laughter).

+Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Without knowing the
SChe{ﬂes how are they to give suggestions ?

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The questioner wanted to elicit how he €a%
tglll"ﬁ suggestions without knowing the schemes, and the reply is: alter considering
0 € schemes the decision will be announced. How then the hon. Members g€t a5

Pportunity to give suggestions ?
1naq The Hom'ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: If suggestions &0

¢, Government will take these into consideration. If we leave this matter
be discussed. and Gove : : . . that cas€ !

Wl ok ot overnment consider all the suggestions made in that © ons
for diSCUSSi0nw ictﬂc }i'firk If ulf]c inwtc the hon. Members to give their sugges

, it will take a whole year.

quesiban Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
placed belor:[ tﬁr the scheme that was_ prepared by the Government W&
scheme they ma e Members for consideration, SO that alter considering 2
think that the chlve &’alua}ble suggestions to the Government. Do Govt?l'llm
the Members ?y an do without it and that there is no need to invite advice I

The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOK the

: . BAL ERJEE: I ha tood
question and I have given the reply. We welcome ‘]suggestion;."re gsen :

'S

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)
Agricultural Irrigation Projects
Babu JATINDRA NATH BHADRA asked : :

9‘ Wil]. GO ernment b < I E i
. Vv c p[eascd {o state w h'\.t lgticultu Il .r .| )'|l]‘“ﬂ DT’ J‘
7 e . o - = re 154 =
the‘ have takcn up 1n dlf}crent tha.nas Ot th(., Subdi&‘isi()n 0[‘ Sun Llngallj
< : __,,/ X

T Speech not corrected. ﬂ
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

97.—Government has no thanawari record but the list of all the projects
taken L;p in 1944-45 and in 1945-40 is supplied below :—

-

- ] J ] 0151, ing the year
Number of small irrigation projects sanclionzd in the Sunamganj Subdivision during 1

1944-45

. Solap Bund.

. Haskuri Bund.

. Rausi Bund.

. Gastola Bund.

. Kashia Kandi Bund:
. Bashakhai Bund.

. Narayanpur Bund._
. Tarapur Bund.

. Chowlia Bund.

. Birgoan Bund.

. Brahmingoan Bund.
. Chellaia Khal.

. Ras Chimor Khal.

.. Rusan Khal.

- Nelua Haor.
. Reconstruction of Dhasor Bund.

. Re-excavation of Dhasor Bund.

. Samadnagar Bund.

- Reconstruction of Jaisiddi and Basai Kauri Bund.

- Jagannath Ganor Bund.

Langaljura.

. Namshapur Bund.

. Amria Kitta Bund.

. Ghuma Kitta Bund.

. Gaharia Kitta Bund.

- Haruor Kitta Bund.

- Lamar Gojaria Kitta Bund.

. Bhatera Bund.
. Darakhai Bund.

- Sunar Bichain Kitta Bund.

Maurakandi Bund.

. Koia and Hugaluni Bund.

. Khilai Bund.

. Tarar Bund D.

. Karimpur B.

. Chaudipur B.

. Bhugarpur Bund.

. Kachariya Kitta Bund.

. Bijoy Ramar Dhubi Bund.
. Birkalor Bund. -

. Ultarbon Bund, :
- Dhupakhali Bund.

- Changkhali Kitta Bund.

. Boshkara Kha],

. Chaudukhali Bund,

. Bhutir Khal Bund,

. Kasuril Biler Bund,

. Tinbitter Bund,
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1945-46

- Rupnagar Bunds Nos.1, 2,

- Sundarpur Baithakhali Storage Bund.
Haluaghat Khal Flood Protection Bund.,
. Satariya Khal Flood Protection Bund. -
Kalikawar Flood Protection Bund.

. Borkhal Storage Bund.

South Bund Flood Protection.
Jhigli Bund (Repair).

. Rurba Bund Dhalla Bund (Repair).
10. Humhamiya Bund.

11. Ghorna Flood Protection Bund.

12. Dumria Storage Bund.

13. Chatal Kitta Bund.

14. Kachamura Kuchi Bhanga Bund.

15. Sardabaj Flood Protection Bund.

16. Kalipur Dhala Flood Protection Bund.
17. Hernakitta Storage Bund. -

18. Ghonir Flood Protection Bund.

19. Satbaria Storage Bund.

20. Koria Storage Bund.
21. Nalmuri Kitta Storage Flocod Protection Bund.

22. Sanchatal Boro Water Retention Bund.

23. Bogdishpur Kitta Amon Protection Bund.

24. Harnor Bund Boro Water Retention Bund,

25. Nazir Amon Protection Bund.

. Chira Khai Boro Water Retention Bund.

. Karimpur Bund’s Amon Protection Bunl.

28. Salipur Boro Water Retention Bund.

29. Moirpur Falchari Dhalas Amon Protection Bund,

30. Burunpur Boro Water Retention Bund.

31. Goyashpur Kitta Amon Protection Bund.

. Charihate Dhalapur Amon Protection Bund.

33. Ganamtala Amon Protection Bund. s

34. Howail Dhola Amon and Boro Protection Bund.

35, Chinakara Drainage.

36. Shahapur.

37. Ghirijan Storage.

38. Babonjan Storage.

39. Ghurnikhal Flood Protection Bund.

40. Machimpur Storage Bund.

41. Kumergati Storage Bund. ;

42. Sonai Storage and Flood Protection Bund.

. Sambadkara Flood Protection Bund.
Nayadhal Flood Protection Bund.

45. Patamara Kitta Storage Bund.

N. B.—In the year 1943-44, the number of projects taken .up by the Agricyl,
Ure De
part-

ment was, 51.
tBabu JATINDRA NATH BHADRA : Have Governmen; ARl e
that these bunds have been beneficial to the people everywhere? Y mff)rmali(m
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIS MAZUMDAR ; 1y, b
C Sheme

T Speech not corrected, ) L e e
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concern the Sunamganj subdivision. The irrigation projects givenin the answer
only refer to the Sunamganij Subdivision and to no other place in the Province,

TBabu JATINDRA NATH BHADRA: I asked : have Government any

- information that these bunds haye been beneficial to the people everywhere., Are

these bunds doing good to the people everywhere ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUT, MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Government have
no information to the contrary ? 7 X

tMaulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY : How many of these different
projects were completed in 1944-45 and how many in 1945.46 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUT, MATLIB MAZUMDAR -
of that question.

TMaulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: May I draw attention to the question and
the answer., The question was about what agricultural irrigation Projects Govern-
ment have taken up in different thanas of the Subdivision of Sunamganj. The

I want notice

- answer has been given without giving an Opportunity to see how many have been

sanctioned in each thana. Thanas have been lumped together.,
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : There is the
answer in reply to question No 07

TMaulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: " Can the Hon’ble Minister say how many of
the projects have been completed ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUT, MATLIB MAZUMDAR - I want notice,
Sir, :

TSrijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : 1t seems that Sunamganj monopolises
all the attention of the Department. Will the Hon’ble Minister give an ideg
about the expenditure jn these projects ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: I want notice,

Sir,

TSrijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Wil he supply us the information after-

wards ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : That will be
supplied, Sir, ;

TMaulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY : Whether any of the bunds were
completed during the year ? -

The Hon’ble Maulav; ABDUL MATL1B MAZUMDAR :
already given,

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SAR MA : May T know who was the Hon’ble

Inister-in-charge of this Department in the a5t Cabinet ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR; Hon
Rupnath Brah rna.UL BT GHAGDI

Maulavi ABD RY: Isit not a fact that M
Kumar Datta was in-charge of the A riculture Depart ; 5 ‘N_aba
of the last- Government ? % I during  the regime
et !The Hon’ble Mr. BAID YANATH MOOKERJEE: May be one gene

Maulavi ABDUL BAR[ CHAUDHUR Y ¢ May Ik .
Minister whether the words ““ taken up ** also inc]udf:y g cgngl\;lefig? 3 ‘;he Hon’ble

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUTL, MATLIB MAZUMD :

and ““ completed” are not same. AR Zpss Taken up
Maulavi MAYEENUD.DIN AHMED CHOWDRY .

find “ number of small irrigation Projects sanctioned, etc.’¥ - MIan :Vhe kanswer i

ther there are bigger IIrigation projects ag well for the E‘:una‘:nganY S ebd_m_)\y “;he'
The Hou’ble Maulavi ABDUT, MATLIR MAZUM 5 J Subdivision

oo T Y- D ;
exceeds Rs.4,000 it is taken up by the Public Works Depa“?nli{eﬁt €N a project

o S el S
T Speech not corrected, - \*

The answer is

‘ble  Srijut

ration




622 - QUESTIONS [30TH MAR.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIL: Does not the word ¢ small » indicate that
are bi j 11 ? :
there are bigger projects as WKBDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Yes, AT

The Hon’ble Maulavi 4
bigger projects are taken up by the Public Works Department and not by the

Agricult D t i { 3
%rlclsia:{gvl ;%%I?E%ARI CHAUDHURY : Is it not a fact that all these

rojects were only on paper ?
L The Hon’ble‘[ Mau}?la?;i ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: I have already
stated in the answer that -these projects have been taken up.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May we
take it that none of the bunds shown in the list has been finished up till now ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Some may be
Ehedlan dlsomae motit 0L the honMemberiwants definite information he should
give notice

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : * Is it a fact that many of these bunds
were not necessary and thercfore they were not finished ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : No enquiry has

been made as 1‘Cgard’s that,
Roiler Inspectorate Staff

Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD asked :

98. (2) Wil Government be pleaécd to state why the Boiler Inspectorate
Staff bave been unable to carry out the usual routine inspections of- tea
garden boilers in the Surma Valley during the past coll weather seasons ?

(b) Is Government aware that the new plucking season is about to
commence and that on many tea estates in the Surma Valley the Boilers are

still opened out for inspection by the Government Boiler Inspector ? :
(¢) Do Govérnment propose to issue an order sanctioning the steaming

oFboiler bnl s i snstprcyisionally in order to avoid any loss of crop and
other inconveniences'? ' :

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :
98. (a)—T"'his is mainly due to shortage of staff and partly to transport
difficulties. "t
(6)—Yes. : Tri
(¢)—The Chief Inspector of Boilers has already notified owners that they
can steam the boilers under.section 10 pending inspection. Every ecffort will be
ade to avoid inco jencine them
3 Mr. W. D. 1;8{:3’&?;}%%{3 With regarsi to reply to Question No. 98(a),
may I know from the Hon’ble Minister why it was necessary for the Chief
Inspector of Boilers to take Jeave during the cold weather as t};at is the only
ime in the year for inspection of tea garden boilers ¢ Also in reply

suitable time in . “
to the same question, I would like to know what is. meant | by wsitranspore

di{ﬁculty” ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDA

vance difficulty for whom, Sir 5 : .
Ve R OCe T o Tl e RANIVAGRTDAS For the ChiefHospector of Boilers,

P Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: He could

not get conveyance ? (Laughter).
l\/Iaula.vi ABDUL BARI GHAUDHURYv FQ[‘ hqw long thcrc iS shortagq

O{inspection staff in the Department ?

DAS: Conveyance difficulty, Sir. :
pBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Con-
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: I think, it is for - more than
8 months, Sir. :

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: May I know what step was
taken by Government to recruit a suitable officer ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Asfar as the present Government
are concerned, we are trying to appoint officers as early as possible. -

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Isitnota fact that all boilers
must be examined at least every 12 months, and if that is so, may I know how
the work could accumulate ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Itisa fact, Sir, that these steam
boilers should be examined within 12 months, but there is a provision under
which they can be run pending inspection.

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA: But is it sale to allow boilers
to function without proper examination ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: TItis not safe; so we are taking
steps to appoint the necessary staff as early as possible.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May we know when was this
shortage of staff first brought to the notice of the Government ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: The present Government ?

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Of the “Government”, T said.
There is no such thing as present or past Government.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: This was brought to my notice
when I got notice of these Questions, Sir.

Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD: The Hon’ble Minister has not answered
my first question, viz., why 1t was necessary for the Chief Inspector of Boilers
to take leave during the cold weather when that is the only suitable time in the
year for inspection of tea garden boilers ?

The Hon’ble Srijut -RAMNATH DAS: He was granted leave by the
previous Government. '

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Do we understand that besides appointing
more staff Government are also purchasing some morc motor cars for this
staff ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Government are considering to
remove this difficulty as far as practicable.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : May we know if there are other inspecting
gﬂ;iﬁ:ers in the Departments under his charge who experienced any transport

ifficulty ?

Thg Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS:  The Chief Inspector of Boilers has
got no additional hand to discharge the duties of the department and as such he
needed transport facility for quick movement which could not be given, Sir.
The question of other inspecting officer does not arise. :

‘Lhe Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I explain the
position, Sir, as I know something about this ?

By transport difficulty it is meant that if a man takes the service car, train
or steamer, in that case he is bound by the timings of those ‘companies. 4 But if
an officer can have a car entirely at his disposal, in that case, he can certainly
do more work. The difficulty was that there was a shortage of transpor't
- vehicles in the Province, and the Government had very few vehicles under their
control to be spared to this Department. Another difficulty was that some ol
the officers of this Department were deputed to other Departments. Therefore
this shortage of staff arose. In fairness, it should be said that the previous
Government tried to get men, but they failed. The posts were advertised but
properly qualified men were not available.

Another point was raised, Sir, whether Government can allew boilers to
function after the period of 12 months from the last examination. The

a
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question is very pertinent, but I think there is some provision for giving tempo-

rary licenses. Nevertheless I hope in course of three months the whole thing
will be over. I do understand that it is really difficlt for tea planters

if boilers are nct inspected during the off:season. Now, the season s on and if
inspection is carried out now the machinery will not work at least for 3

or 4 days. This is really regrettable, but this Government cannot be blamed

for that. But, Sir, I can assure the House that all possible steps will be taken

so that inspection of boilers may be finished at the earliest possible ' time. -
lf)’e_riding this, Sir, temporary licenses have been issued to run the steam

oilers.

. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Is it a fact that the post of a '
‘Boiler Inspector was advertised but no suitable person was found for the poor
pay provided ? '

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH "'MOOKER]JEE: Exactly so, Sir, I did
not mention that this is the position for not getting suitable person. Because
during the war period the scale of salary which was given in some temporary
?Cp&rtments was so high that it was very difficult for Government to get men
for their permanent departments at the existing scale of pay. Now this point
1s under the consideration of Government. =

Assam’s contribution to the Calcutta University
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

99. (a) Will Government be pleased to state what amount of money, if any,.
the_Governmcnt of Assam pays per annum as its contribution to the Calcutta
University ? :

(5) Will Government be pleased to state whether there are any Assamese
employed in the administrative or clerical staff of the said University ?

(¢) If the answer to question (b) above be in the negative, do Govern-
ment propose to move the authorities of the University to make room (or a few
Assamese in its staff ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

2 99. (a)—The following amounts are paid annually as contribution to the
Calcutta University :—
Rs.
(i) Travelling Allowance of Fellows who attend meetings 2,000
of the University. o
(#) Contribution for attending meeting of the Finance ,000
Committee.
(i) Contribution for a Lecturer in Assamese .., 1,200

() & (¢)—The particulars asked for are not available. Steps are being
taken to obtain the information from the Registrar, Calcutta University, and will
be supplied to the hon. Member when received.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : May I know, Sir, whether the con-
tributions that are made by Government are fixed ones or they vary from year to
ear ? - _
J 1 The Hon’ble Srijut BASANTA KUMAR DAS: They are fixed ones. as
they appear.

1The Question was replied by Hon’ble Mr. B. K. Das as the Hon’ble Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi
was absent,
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Damages by flood in Telahi, Kamalabaria, Nakari and Dhakuakhana
. Mauzas

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA asked :

100. (a) Are Government aware of the damages caused by Ranganadi,
Kakoi and Dhakuakhania river floods to the people of Telahi, Kamalabaria,
Nakari and Dhakuakhana Mauzas ? ‘

(b) If so, ‘what measure, if any, Government propose to take for the,
prevention of the recurrence of flood in these Mauzas ?

(¢) Do Government propose to grant rchef to the flood-affected people
of the said Mauzas by way of remission of entire land revenue ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

100. (a)—Yes.
(6)—The Public Works Department have been asked to depute an
Officer to investigate, but floods are a natural feature of all hill streams.

(¢)—Yes, when it is justified under the rules. Government has direct-
ed the Subdivisional Officer to hold enquiry and submit report and give relief in
case of distress.

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA: Sir, in the answer to Question

- No. 100 (¢) itis stated “Government has directed the Subdivisional Officer to

hold enquiry and submit report and give relief in case of distress”. After the
receipt of the report, may I know whether remission is given according to rules
or-according to the extent of damage to the field of cultivation ? Why is not total
remission given to the persons affected by floods when they find it difficult to
maintain their families even owing to such damage, irrespective of the rules ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I may say, the whole matter
has been misconceived by my hon. Friend. In case of repeated floods the matter
stands on a different footing. In such case affected people are entitled to get
some remission. But in case of damage to only growing crop 1th remission is
allowed. I have issued instructions for total suspension of revenue in case of
repeated floods, (ill 1 inspect myself the areas concerned.

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA: Isit not a fact that areas under
those mauzas are annually affected by floods and the local officer sends reports
for relief accordingly. v

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDH]1 : My hon. Friend has not
been able to bring out in his Questions that there are repeated ﬂéods in those
arcas. I have information that those areas are aflecied by ﬂo(;c]s ann-uall d

Sis) P y an
so I have instructed the P. W. D. to see if those floods tan be prevented b

R : 275 : y any
measure like irrigation or construction of bund, etc.

Ba'qu PURNEND_U KISHORE SEN GUPTA - Is it not a fact that all the
streams 1n Assam are hill streams-?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Evey riv
source in the hills,

Babu PURNENDU KIS\HORE S.EN GUPTA: 1Ip view of the fact that
floods have become a natural feature, will Government PTropose to take up irriga-
tion projects so that these floods which cause so much damage to the Prc_;vtie ;:ga.n
be prevented ? : s

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNI'_JRAM MEDHI: A broad plan is necessary to
meet the situation as far as Assam is concerned., However, ag SO0N 45 exuatts ave
available, this Government will take necessary steps to prevent floods H

€r or stream has its
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Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: May I know whether such

project will be taken up in prelerence to other projects of the Province ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Government will have to con-
sider the urgent needs of the people, and according to urgency preferential treat-
ment will be given.

Cattle epidemic diseases in North Lakhimpur Subdivision
Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA asked :

lpl. (a) Are Government aware of the last cattle epidemic diseases which
prevailed in the whole Subdivision of North Lakhimpur ?

(6) Do Government propose to sanction any pecuniary help to the
needy persons of the flood-affected areas for purchase of plough cattle ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :
101. (a)—Government have no specific information.
(b) —Instructions have been issued to give agricultural loans where they
are needed .
Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA: Sir, in the answer to Question
No. 101 (@) 1t is stated “Government have no specific information. May I
Undt‘lfSl.and what happened to the resolutions and petitions sent to the local
Subd1ylsi0nal Officer ?
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHTI: If any resolutions or petitions
}\Eprt filed to the Subdivisional Officer, this fact was never brought to my notice.
there were any cases of grievances the matter ought to have been brought to my
hotice.  But it has not been done. ‘
Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : May I understand that petitions
Subml1ttcd to the last Government go without any consideration ?
. The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : If those petitions were disposed
of by last Government they would not come up to me, noris my atrention drawn
that last Government has not taken any steps on certain petitions.

Present Deputy Secretary in charge of Agriculture

Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked :

102. () Is the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge aware that the present Deputy
S_ccrclary in charge of Agriculture has been superseded for being promoted in the
listed posts by many of his junior officers ?

: () Do Government propose to send him back to the Districts as Extra
Assistant Commissioner ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied ;

102. (4)—No officer junior to the present Deputy Secretary has been appoint-
ed to-a listed post. Five oiﬁ_cers junior to him l‘lave been appointed to temporary
posts on the time-scale sanctioned for holders of listed posts,

(b)—Government have various postings and transfers under considera-
tion, but are not prepared to anticipate their conclusions.

Payment of Collective Fines for burning down Mithapukhuri Camp
in 1942

Srijut PURNANANDA CHETIA asked :

103. Will Government be pleased to ‘state—
(a) The names of Mauzas and villages that were selected to pay
collective fines for burning down Mithapukhuri Camp in 1942 in
the Silakuti Mauza in Sibsagar Subdivision ?
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(b) The authority or local officers who were responsiple for selecting
those villages for paying collective fines ? ;

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the villages selected for paying collective
fines were located beyond five miles from the place of occur-
rence ?

(d) The reasons for excluding the neighbouring villages situated
around the place of occurrence, namely—Borkola,  Gargaon,
Khanikargaon, Deodhaigaon and Ramgaon from paying collective
fires ?

(¢) Whether it i- a fact that these villages, which were exempted from
paying .collective fines were supporters of a certain Political Party,
namely—the Ahom Association ?

(/) Whether it is a fact that it was on the reports given by the Sub-
Deputy Collector of Nazira Circle in conjunction with the officer
in-charge of Bortola Police Station that the imposition of or
exemption from such fines was decided by Government in the
case of the villages in Sibsagar Subdivision ?

(2) Whether Government propose to hold an enquiry in the matter ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

103, (a)—The villages of Dhandhuli, Tipamia-Gariapathar, and Bhakat
Bhajani. under Mauza Silakuti, Sibsagar Subdivision.

The villages of Mohangaon, Beggmoria Kowargaon under Dhopabar
Mauza, Sibsagar Subdivision
The village of Bailung Chetiagaon under Hahchara Mauza, Sibsagar Sub-
division. :
sl (b)—According to the Collective Fines Ordinance, 1942 only the
District Magistrates were authorised to make recommendations, giving rough
indications of damages done and villagers involved, for imposition of fines, the
final orders being passed by the Provincial Government.
(¢); () & (g)—Government have not the necessary particulars to reply
to these Questions, but will enquire,
(d)—According to the provisions of the Collective F
1942 the Governor was empowered to exempt all communities, classes or
sections of the inhabitants from the liability to pay any portion of the collec-
tive fines if the District Magistrates concerned declared that such community,

class or section of inhabitants has taken no part in the actions for which such fines
were imposed and has opposed these actions and the political movement which
prompted these actiogs.

NG reports were received from any other officer tha
Commissioner for the imposition of -the fines under
therefrom.

Srijut PURNANANDA CHETIA -
rules laid down in the ' Collective Fine Ordinance for imp
fines for a particular offence in & particular place ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BASANTA KUMAR DAS :

were asked to make recommendations on the basis of t
individual case.

Srijut PURNANANDA GHETIA :
which there were Congressmen or people having sym pathy
imposition of collective fines were usually recommended to the

The Hon’ble Srijut BASANTA KUMAR DAS:
was so, dir. I have answered already that Goy
matters, .

ines Ordinance,

n the Deputy
reference of exemption
What were the specific provisions or
osition of collective

Sir, the District Officers
he circumstances of each
Is it a fact that only on thoge villages in
for Congress that
Government ?

cannot say whether that

ernment will enquire into those
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*Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA: Are Government aware that in realising
collective fines people were harassed by police officers ?

The Hon’ble -Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: It might have been so.

“Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA: Do Government propose to take action
- for such harassment ? -

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Government are proposing
to take necessary action for returning all the collective fines to those on whom
they were imposed. : '

Adjoarnment motion re: serious situation caused by hailstorm in the
Sunamganj Subdivision

i The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Ouder, order. We come to the next item of
usiness. .

Maulavi ABDUL. KHALEQUE AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have got
an Adjournment Motion to move regarding the serious situation prevailing in the
Sunamganj Subdivision due to hailstorm and tornado. :

Babu JATINDRANATH BHADRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I draw the
attention of the hon. House and the Hon’ble Ministers to the serious situation
prevailing in the Sunamganj Subdivision ? 1 have received a large number of
telegrams on the subject.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, we
have not been supplied with copies of Adjournment Motion to-day.

T'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There was no time to do it.

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg %o
move that this House do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public
importance and of recent occurrence to wit—the serious: situation that prevails
in the Dharampassa, Jamalganj and Derai Thanas in the Sunamganj Subdivision
owing to damage to the Boro crop and destruction of thousands of houses by hail-
storm and tornado and the indifference of the local authorities in giving gratui-
tous relief to the persons in distress. .

Sir, I have received a telegram and T believe, many hon. Members in this
House have also received  similar telegrams on this subject. I will read out the
telesram—Abdul Khaleque Asscmbl.y——l’ortiun Dharampasa Jamaiganj Derai
thanas seriously affected by@on_mdo hailstorm thousand houses entire crops dest-
royed please arrange !‘Ortl'l.w_llli gratuitous paddy relief guarantecing at least
fortnights subsistence Subdivisional —officer pleads inability Chandrabinoddas,
Secretary Kisan Sova, Rabindra Das, -‘?ecrctary, Communist Party™. Sir, it is very
urgent and very important because it relates to the livelihood of thousands of
people of Dharampassa, Tahirpur, Jamalganj and Derai Thanas. These people
live only on Buro crop and their entire crop has been destroyed. They are now so
many beggars, If this Buro crop which is  the main crop is lost, they will have to
go to other places for food. The matter isurgent as it relates to destruction
of thousands of houses by tornado, and also for the inability of the Subdivisional
Officer to give relicl when the people approached him.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  When did the tornado take place ?

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED : On the 23rd instant, Sir,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  What does the hon. Mover mean by “indiffe-

rence of the local authorities™ ? 3

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: 1 mean that the Subdivisiona]
Officer whom the people approached pleaded inability to give relief

to the people.

*Speech not corrected,



1946] ADJOURNMENT MOTION ; 629

The Hon’ble the SPEARKER : Is it inability for want of money ? .

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: I don’t know, Sir. This matter
relates to the subsistence and food problem of the people of these thanas and the
local authorities, that is, the Subdivisional Officer and others ought to have taken
steps to give some sort of relief to the people.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
Motion, we received a telegram on the 26th March, 1946,
receipt of the telegram we sent a wire to the Subdivisional
the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet asking them to give gratuitous relief, where neces-
sary, and to submit a report on the situation immediately. Since then we have not
received any further report from the Deputy Commissioner or the Subdivisional
‘Officer. So, Government is more alert than the hon. Members themselves. We
have again sent a wire to-day to the officers concerned asking them {o give every
facility and relief to the penple in distress and to report on the matter. As for
myself, T generally pass orders immediately on receipt of a telegram on points that
are to be dealt with. Sg the hon. Members need not be *anxious for the distressed
people. -We are more anxious than they are to give necessary relief,

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The information was received on the 26th
and to-day is the 30th. During these days if Government could not do anything
for the relief of the distressed people, I think, they deserve to be censured on that
account for idleness and indifierence. i :

The Hon’ble Srijut  BISHNURAM MEDHI: The Deputy Commissioner
and the Subdivisional Officer will have to go to the affected places personally or to
depute some other officers to enquire into the mailer and then only they can
submit their reports to Government. They cannot submit their reports without
enquiry.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : May I know who sent the first telegram, Sir?
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Babu Jatindra Bhadra sent
the first telegram. ‘

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : So, he was a non-official memher,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have heard arguments advanced in seesing
leave of the House for this Adjournment Motion and the explanation that the
Hon’ble Minister of Revenue has given in reply. ‘The occurrence is alleged to
have taken place on the 23rd of this month and to-day is the 30th. We have it
before us that the news of this mishap reached Government on the 26th and that
all that could be done was done on the matter, that is, the Subdivisional Officer
concerned was peremptorily instructed to give necessary ‘relief “to. the idistteaed
people and to report about ic matter.

An Ad_]OUl’l!mCr}‘t Motion .rc_ally (leals_ v.::th a very urgent matter, and, as I
have stated on a previous occasion, thatit is an encroachment on the regular
business of the House. The occurrence took place on the 23:d and

: . 5 ) et reached the
hon. Member moving this Adjournment Motion only last evenip and h h
matter cannot be of Very recent occurrence. S S

Secondly, the occurrence is an act of God a
are in their power and Government have alread
the nec?ssary relief. M(:rec_wer, I have heard from the hon. Member seeking Jeave
of the House to move (his Adjournment Motion thag Buro crop was destroyed
and people of these thanas had to go to a distance of several miles ig sga" : esfrib}od
The crops in the ficld were destroyed and surely not those jn the gran: > ]Iot is not
understandable why immediately after the occurrence, the peo )lg(': hn‘;ir}c(- ) lmiles
in search of food. A cyclone damage as is described now is d]iﬂ‘ereit ?rogm flood
damage overflooding and ruining homesteads and  granarjes, The Motich isEilte
vague in respect of the indifference of the local authorities, The hon. Member
could not supply any fact; any data, as to how the local officials are indifferent to

the sufferings of the people. Probably he has no detailed information, as his

as regards this
and immediately on
Officer, Sunamganj and

nd men can only give such relief as
Y instructed their officers to give
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information is restricted to a telegram. From all these, I think, there is hardly

any urgency for moving this Adjournment Motion, particularly in view of the fact
that Government have already instructed their oﬂjlcers to rendeir the necessary
relief, that is to say, they have done all that lie in their power to do. :

I then come to the next item of business. This day is allottegl for Private
Members’ business, and I would call upon hon. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury

to move his Motion.

Motion re : supply and distribution of foodstuffs, coal, fael, etc.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government poliqy regarding
supply and distribution of foodstuffs, coal, fuel, kerosene oil and cloth be
taken into consideration. |

I am grateful to the Hon’ble Minister in-charge for giving me this oppor-
tunity for raising a discussion on the most vital matter over which the country
at large is looking forward with an expectant -eye. I admit, Sir, that a Private
Member’s Motion has got its limitations. He has to proceed with the meagre
meterials at his disposal. Therefore, a convention has been well established
throughout India, that whenever a crisis stares the country in the face, Govern-
ment come forward ;with a Motion of their own. They initiate the debate, place
facts and figures on the floor of the House so that the Members: may apply their
mind and come forward with constructive suggestions. In the absence of appro-
priate datas, I am afraid, the debate is bound to deteriorate into an academic
discussion.

Sir, discussion of this type has become an annual feature of our Assembly.
Every year, we have a lengthy discourse on the economic plight of the country.
Government policy is put under fire, mutual recrimination ensue, unkind words
are hurled at the Government and also helpful suggestions are put forth.
-But everything evaporates into thin air as soon as we leave  Shillong.
Nothing can shake off the bureaucuratic arrogance of our officials.
We have met to-day under the shadow of an impending world crisis.
"According to experts, the whole of India is within the verge of a second
devastating famine. The acute food shortage of the immediate future is
engaging the minds of all right th.inking persons. Our representatives are
deliberating about the possible import from outside at the Combined Food
Confernce at Washington. Virtually we are on the fringe of a tofal war on hunger.
At this critical juncture, we cannot view with any amount of equanimity our
position” in Assam. In the light of these unhappy circumstances, we must
examine the state of affairs prevailing in this Province. Itis time that we
prepare our balance sheet, so that we may know in time where we stand

Sir, I have no mind to make any political capital out of this debate ‘T!lf;
matters that we are discussing today ,arc far too serious to form the ‘sub'ect
of party politics. I believe and believe sincerely that the Opposition as Wel]j &
the Members sitting in serried ranss behind the Treasury Benches are all
wedded to the welfare of the masses. The dumb millions are groaning UndLCr
the shackles of our omissions and commissions, and they are crying for redress
Is it too much to hope that we will all combine to come to a happy solution of
our grim problem? ;

Sir, a new Ministry has been ushered in. There are many who entertain
high hopes of them. Let them live up to the expectation. I do hope that this
all important question will be examined from a new angle ol vision and a new
orientation of policy would be evolved. In the past the present Hon’ble
Minister in-charge of Supply had been the bitterest ccitic of the Supply Policy of

[
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the Government of Assam. He shall earn our blessings if he can tackle the problem
with courage and foresight.

At the present moment, the food situation in the Province is becoming
graver day by day. During the last financial year, our crop production had
not been far too satisfactory. The carry over of the past boom period did not allow
us to feel the deficit.- Tn the current year, the Amon cultivation yielded a
lean harvest. The low lying areas were resting their hopes on the Buro crop
but Nature, which had proved so bounteous in the previous years, has wrought
havoc upon the ripe Buro crop. In the Sunamganj Subdivision, which is
considered to be the granary of the deficit areas, tornado and hailstorm have
destroyed the whole crop. The position in the Assam Valley is no better.
This has landed the Province into a really very critical situation.
Sir, for the last few years we are having our food ~debates. Every time
we indulge in a controversy whether Assam issurplus or deficit. But we have
not as yet cared to procure the correct statistics regarding our total annual
out-put. Even now we have to base our calculations on the conjectural forecast of
the Agricultural Department .If wehave bonafide desire to exercise an effective control
over our commodities, a regular survey shall have to be made and necessary statis- -
tics prepared. In the past the Supply Department did not acquit themselves with
credit. Their handling of the situation was far from satisfactory, The policy pursued -
ruined the entire agricultural economy of the Province. What is more, it entailed
enormous loss to the Provincial Exchequer. Thousands of maunds of decomposed
paddy at different Government godowns bear testimony to their inefficiency and
inaptitude. The various Control Orders stifled the normal flow of ordinary trade
channels but these could not control export of food-grains®from within our borders.
These could not control the greed and avarice of so many controlling officers. The
entirc machinery that was employed as brake snapped and the whole system went
out of gear, I have no mind (o dilate at length over the matter. Suffice it to say
that it was a sorry tale of mis-management—a sordid story of bureaucratic bungl-
ing and cross-headed incompetence. T only allude to the past so.that we may profit
!Jy our sad experierices. Let us not repeat our old blunders. Let us face the
impending crisis rationally and with good conscience.

The hon. Members might have seen the recent Paddy and Rice Control
Order promulgated by the Government of Assam on the 1st of March, 1946.
This has placed an additional embargo on the movement of p
Assam. As soon,as th= report of an impending famine was
price index soared high. The Control Order no doubt will Testore it to its
normal level, But what are we going to do about the stocks in the surplus
areas ? In the face of the rigorous ban the cultivator is apt to find himself an
easy prey to the hoarders and black-marketeers. He S rmust  sellies
paddy and with the sale proceeds buy  the daily Necessaries - of life
There are persons who outof a sense of desperation favour ' the. sdeafion
de-control, But in the face of an all-India crisis, T don’t think we can do away
with control without bringing a major calamity on the Province. S it is evident
that Government must buy. But how, this is the crux of the Wh(’)le heln
According to the Gregory Plan, Government can procure direct through their
own officers, or through the agency system or partially through Government
officers and partially through recognised agents so as tq T
competition in the market. The monopoly AgENCy system was tried- jn Assam
with disastrous results. I think Government will not dare to repeat it again.
I venture to suggest that if Government appoint limited number of bo;mﬁ(!e
dealers in each procurement zone and‘ EXEIcise proper
activities, a comparativeyl, fair result might be achieved,

addy and rice in
circulated, the

supervision on their
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But before ywe launch upon a Procurement Scheme, we must thoroughly
overhaul the Procurement Department which is ordinarily manned by inexpe-
rie_nced amateures without any knowledge of commercial transactions. We are
going to indulge in an operation entailing crores- of rupees. Is it impossible
to .sta:mp 01‘.1t- corruption and root out incompetcncc from - this Departmcnt?
Is it impossible to recruit an expert from outside ? Lastly peoples’ co-operation
must be sought if we want to ensure any amount of -success to our plan.
d5e don’t know whether the Government of India will require of the Government
of Assam to buy any quantity under the basic plan. But the cardinal principle
should always be to buy in surplus arees and to distribute the same in the deficit
zones. In the words of Mahatma Gandhi, bribery which is going on as never
before must be- stopped and straight dealing must begin to pervade the
Government ranks, :

Grow-More-Food Campaign has almost failed in the Province of Assam.
We could not avail of the huge Government grant from India. Why
could we not throw open a portion of our vast cultivable wastes to whomsoever
who was ready to bring it under the plough ? At the present moment dire
distress and scarcity is being reported [rom various parts of the districts. In this
‘connection I will take the liberty of reading out a telegram to the House that I
have received within the last couple of days. May we not hope that Government
will take timely measures to ease down the situation ? Sir, the
telegram that I referred to runs as follows—‘Hailstorms worked havoc in
Buro fields belonging to villages Rajanagar, Kalinagar, Haranazar, Dhapkai
Ranarchar, Haranpur, Chaniarchar, Hajaripur, Noayoanchitlia, Jalia Kailahani,
Mahatalpur, Hashimpur, under Darai Thana, district Sylhet. Area effected
4,000 acres harvest time Baisak only. Annual consumption damages irre-
pairable people already in distress. Soliciting timely measures to avert food
crisis.—Sudhir Kumer Choudhury, Zemindar, Rajanagar, Derai (Chandpur).”

It is really surprising that the Government of India, in this critical period has
thought it fit to curtail our quota of cereals. This will no doubt aggravate t]u—:‘
situation and put in an extra weight on rice consumption. Our procurement of
wheat, atta and flour has not been at any time upto our demand. The distribu-
tion has always been inequitable and faulty. The storage arrangement has been
most defective. . As a result though the people could not get their requisite supply,
thousands of maunds had to be destroyed being rotten and decomposed.  The
Government of Assam has never been able to indent any pure  variety of Mustard
oil. WF are being spoon-fed by Messrs. Shaw *Wallace, and Company, the
king of blackmarketeers in the matter of our supply. ?

: Sir, along with fi_JOd comes the problem of clothing. Verily we are in the
midst of a cloth famine. 1do not exaggerate when I say that the whole country
side is going naked. Here also we are confronted with the same astounding
muddle. Here also we find the same blunders and amazing mishandling of
peoples’ money. With an increasing Textile Department, we have a diminishing
stock of cloth supply. Time at my disposal will not permit to enter into a detailed
history of the Assam Provincial Co-operative Textile Society which has been made
mainly responsible for our cloth supply. Suffice it to say that it has been turned
o another Food-Grains Syndicate which was so roundly condemned on the floor

Perhaps it will be news to most of the hon. Members when I say,
1g to over 11 crores of rupees

int
of this House,
that this Society handled stocks of cloth amountir :
within the current year. May I know what check the Government of Assam has
exercised on this huge transaction ? Sir, I pause for an answer. Y\r’hy the Gov-
ernment did not insist for the appointment of the Co-operative Textile Officer to
look after their day-to-day transaction ? The Society is supposed to have their

head office at Shillong. May I know where it is situated ?  About a year ago the
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‘hearing two or three hon. Members,
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Co-operative Textile Conference held at Shillong made some modest recom-
mendations for proper control and equitable distribution of cloth. But unfortu-
nately none of their rccommendations have been worked upon by the Government
of Assam. Only a few months back, our Commissioner of Textile obliged the
poor Province of Assam with a consignment of unsaleable handloom cloth  worth
lacs of rupees. In spite of a rebate of 20 per cent. the stogk could not be cleared.
The retailers could not persuade the consumers _to buy it at Rs. 4 _per yard ;
who is going to compensate this huge loss ! _This is one of the many instances of
our wreckless handling. 1 am rather surprised that the supply of standard cloth
has been stopped before an adequate stock of mill-made cloth could be arranged.
This has no doubt contributed to the acute scarcity that preva.l_ls at present,
The control over the procurement and distribution of Textile goods has
always been found to be slack and inefﬁcncnt.' So often corruption, profiteering
and black-marketing have thrived under ofﬁmal_ patronage. There are persons
who were allowed to make fortunes out of the misfortunes of others. Sir, ‘the
cloth situation is far too critical to brook any dcla-y. : I wou_ld appeal
to the Government to take all possible steps to meet the situation and immediate
measures should be taken for adequate supply. As regards, distribution we want
efficient control, effective control and.hon?st control. -

A great scarcity of fuel and coal is being experienced in the urban areas. The
prohibitive prices have made the lot of ordinary people very miserable. As tl_le
c¢mergency period is over, the Coal Control Order should be relaxed. Tt will
afford a much needed relief. y o : i

As regards the supply of Kerosene our miserable condition remains the same,
The installations in Burma have long been completed.  Is it not time to raise
control over this article? This will remove a long felt grievance of the rural
arcas. :

Before I conclude, I will venture to repeat the suggestions that I made
during the last session of the Assembly for the consideration of the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge.

. 1. That a separate Department of food should be set up and placed under the
charge of a Minister having no other major portfolio.

2. Government should take measures to secure adequate supply and e
distribution of food-stuffs and other essential commodities at reasonable prices

3. Government should take a_deqqate measures to suppress black-ma;*kctq
hoarding, profiteering and other anti-social activities. ;

4. An Enforcement and Public Relations Department shoylq be set up t
eradicate corruption and bribery from public scrv.ice.s_ j p to

5. Government should co-operate with the Principal politica] partics in the
above matters. T .

6. Last but not the least, a minimum price of paddy and ric
without further delay with due consideration to the cost of prody

With these few words, I commend my Motion to the
Houflehe Hon’ble the SPEAfKER_: I:/iixoilt?t[}i m(gved:

“That this Assembly is of opinion that the Overnment polic recard; 5
ply and distribution of food-stuffs, coal, fuel, kerosene oil.ang clog; B tfl::g F
consideration.”

The time fixed for each hon. Member who wans to t
discussion is 15 minutes.

-Maulayi ABDUL BARI CHATDHURY : - May'y Suggest, Sir, that we may
be allowed to_hear the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge firse g that it will be helpful
to every hon. Member who will take partin the discussion »

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE -

quitable

€ should be fixed
ction,

acceptance of the

ake part in the

I shall speak after
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+ Maulavi M. IDRIS ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. Having bcc?n elected a
Member of this House . from a rural constituency, I was looking for an
opportunity of ventilating the grievances of the public on the food question. I
therefore thank my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury for giving an
opportunity to this House of a debate of this all embracing burning question of the
day. Sir, what is the present position of the Prowpcc ?IfI am al‘Iowed to give an
answer to this on the basis of actual state of things preyallmg in the villages, I
will unhesitatingly say that the Supply Department has'so far failed to carry any
benefit to the poor villagers. Atta, flour, and sugar have become a thing which
the villagers seldom sece in the present moment. [ know of instances when
in spite of best efforts, sugar or flour could not be procured even for the sick.
The poor supply that is given to the retailers for d].":(rlblltlon to different localities,
invariably goes to the black-market. There exists no proper machinery for
detecting this. From my personal experience, I suggest that supply for the rural
areas should without any exception be given through the Co-operative Societies;
whatever may be the shortcoming pf the Co-operative S_ocietics, the supply given
through them, does reach the villagers. Thissuggestion of mine applies with
regard to cloths—both mill-made and standard and kerosene also.

Sir, I draw the attention of the Government to-a point which vitally affects
the Muslim community, namely provisien for ‘Kafon’ i. e., cloth for covering the
dead bodies. I know of instances when people from the villages had to move
upto the headquarters of the Subdivision only to be told that there is no cloth
available for the purpose and with instruction to go to the local retailer who again
pleaded, inability to supply. I suggest that provision. for this purpose should be
made in every circle either through the Co-operative Stores or through the
Sarpanches. : i

Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: Mr, Speaker, S;r
the idea of starting the Supply Department was to make adequate PFOVisiol;
for the supply of foodstufls anq oth.er consumer goods for the public, But it
has met with failure in every direction. Black-marketing, bribery and jobbery
have become rampant in every branct'l of this Department. Government officerg
also are not immune from it. One thing that strikes us  most and makes us han
down our head in shame is that gentlemen, highly educated and holding res.
ponsible positions in life, do not think it beneath their dignity to take recourse
to questionable and dishonest means  at the cost of the public. The credit now.
a.days lies in a_man’s ability to earn money by means fair or foul. An honegy
and self-respecting man has become more or less a back edition in society nqy,,
There is a Bengali saying ‘¢ wtg i3 2 tee, to earn money by d1sh0ne8t
means and with less labour and our people, it appears, have become ful!y pos-
sessed with it. If Government are really ‘sohc!nous to help the public, the
should be determined to eradicate all foul practices from the Supply Department.
1 am afraid, Sir, if I have digressed a little.

Now coming to the question of food problem, I find that the prospect is yer
gloomy. A country-wide famine is kno_ckmg at our doors. Thqrc 18 failure or
small out-turn of crop in many places in our Province. Alar.mmg reports are
pouring in from Sunamganj that pepplc have begun to starve in !a}-gc numberg
for want of rice and paddy. The price of paddy and rice is on the increase. 1,
these circumstances, it is dismaying that thousands of maunds of rice and paddy
are being daily exported to Bengal 1in spite of the big Rice Control Staff, T,

stop the export of rice and paddy, it is necessary to take the help and co-
operation of the leading public. To depend onthe Rice Control Staff” and
the Police will not do. It has proved a failure, Recognised Defence Parties
should be formed in villages to check the export of rice and paddy and the Rice

1 Speech not corrected.
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Control Staff and the Police should be directed to co-operate wgth them.
Stopping of export will bring difficulties in the way of the cu]twa-to‘rs to
dispose of the paddy they can spare. Government should fix a minimum
price of these commodities and should purchase the surplus stock and keep it for

possible for the cultivators to carry on their
cultivation. The Grow-More-Food propaganda has so far failed. The cxig,tcncc of
the Agricultural Department is not at all felt by the public. It should give prac-
tical help to the cultivators to bring all available lands under -cultivation for

They should leave their laboratories and go
round the villages and help the cultivators with their suggestions.  (Hear, hear).

Sir, the supply of atta, ﬂqur, sugar and keroscne——particularly in the rural
areas, is as bad as can be conceived, Sugar has

v become a rarity in the villages. -
It is not even available for patient’s dict. The less is said about the supply of
cloth the better. People in the villages are not

t getting cloth just .enough to hide
their shame. Varieties of cloth are supplied to the countryside, which
are not required by the villagers, such as cloth for frocks, blouses, etc.

Government should .make a survey and ascertain the quantity of  cloth
required for a particular locality and tlatn see if it 1s supplied there. = After this
the Government should see if the public are really getting the cloth supplied
for them or it is going to the black-market. If the quality of cloth intended for -
the different places actually goes to ‘the people, much of their difficultics wil]
disappear, :

The war ended about a year ago and the situation about supply of food-stuffs
and other daily necessaries of life should'have been eased by this time but jt T
not, and why ? It appears that the Government are not _exercising proper vi-
gilance over these matters. Though day and night bla Ck-marketing
and other allied crimes are going on, the

iy number . of prosécutions
is very small. It appears that the Criminal Investigation

i i Departmaent
and the  Police are of no use in this matter.  If _ this g so, I
think the Government should organise a small Secret Service with trisd and  re)ja-
ble officers to detect crimes regarding supply matters only. Unl

¢SS export is pro-
hibited it is apprchended that the surplus paddy of our countryside ] ot
Bengal. In view of this I urge upon the Govcrnnlcn_t to take a seripus view of
the matter so that Government may not have any difficulty when bad days come.
With these words, Sir, I support the Motion of my hon. Friend, Maulay;
Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Mr. Speaker,
a few. words about the cloth crisis. The problem of cloth s a great prob
lem. We have talked much about the scarcity and distribution of cloth P gu;
nothing has come.out ofit. We ﬁn_d from the answer to the Unstarreq Qlicstion
No.89(z) that Dhubri got 357 bale's in November, 158 bales in December and 162
in January. So far as these quantities are concerned, it is quite a]] right because
if these quantities were distributed

properly, people woylg h
much relieved. But they are not getting  cloth as Rt

they should 4.
this discrepancy ? I have got a report from Dhubri that recently 87 bha?;:'of 3?3:%"1
were booked as handloom cloth in the name of Messrs. Hashem K
There was a suspicion, and Mr, J.P.

A ashem Dada.
Jarman, Additional Deputy ¢ ommissioncraﬂ:s
informed. He went to the place and opened the bales. Surprisin

that 13 bales contained handloom cloth and the rest mill-made, glzsf: ::;2 ?::;E
nally meant for Sylhet Co-operative Stores. I cannot understand how theie
made their way from Sylhet Co-operative Stores to Dhubri, Messrs, Hashem
Kashem Dada must have cleverly manipulated this

. : i : diversion from
Sylhet = .to = Dhubri. = Tt = s surprising  that  afterwards the Deputy
Commisioner ordered  the open sale. of all these cloths " T aaery

» I want to adq
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understand whether the Deputy Commissioner could do  so in the circum-
stances. We all say that we are not getting cloth but at the same time we do
not know where this cloth is going. I can understand that the difficulty lies in the
distribution. So far as the present system of distribution is concerned—it is by
far the most corrupted system. If the distribution of cloth is done by the Supply
officer, there will be black-marketing. In some cases slips are issued by the officers
of the rank of Sub-Inspector of Supply at the cost of Re. 1 for a slip for one
picce of Dhuti. Things are going on like this. We cannot check this and
we cannot have cloth.

The other point regarding corruption, I nec@ not emphasise as we all know
what sort of corruption is going on. Ido not like to discuss anything more
about this. As to the equitable distribution of cloth I want to put in before
the Housé a scheme; if the scheme is accepted it will relieve the people very quick-
ly. The scheme is this: For the purpose of equitable qhstrlbution of cloth, each
subdivision should be divided conveniently into a certain number of rural cen-
tres, each consisting of a number of villages. In each of such centres there will
be a Rural Central Committee set up by the people of the rural centre. The dis-
tribution of cloth will be entirely at the disposal of the Committee. Now ‘the

Subdivisional Committee similarly set up or the Supply staff will
allot a proportionate quota of cloth to each of such rural centres. As soon as
the allotment is made to the dealers of the centres the Committee will be informed
of the quota allotted. The Committee will then pmcged to distribute. At first
the Committee will ascertain from the quota at its disposal the quantity which
may be allotted to a particular village. The villagers will then be informed of
their quota. Then the people of the village will themselves ascertain who de-
serve most and to whom the cloth will be allotted. The Rural Central
Committee will issue slips for cloth to the villages: In lots, and the
village people will themselves distribute them and ‘get cloth. Each village
Committee will be responsible for the distribution and accounts for the villages

under its control, subject to the superviston of the Rural Central Committee,

The detailed working of the Committees may be chalked out as circumstances
demand. i

The main features of the scheme are— :

(i) The elimination oi' the supply staff in issuing slips for cloth.

(it) Taking the public committee into confidence, leaving the entire distri-

bution at the hands of the committees and by b

(#f) As to the stock or quota of cloth full publicity should_ be given. -

I can understand that if officers come in the matter of distribution, corrup-
tion cannot be checked. If full publicity is given as to the quota O'f a particular
dealer and if the distribution is entirely left at the hands of the public committees,

I think, corruption will be checked. With these few words, Sir, I resume my
seat.

4 Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: — (The hon. Menty

shoke in Urdu and an [English trans ation  of the speech  submilted by hiy
oiven below) — ; :
= Mr. Si)caker, Sir, various matters have been included in the Motion mgyeq
by my hon. Friend Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury but instead of d
with all the items, I would like to say a few words in support of the Mot
order to draw the immediate attention of the Government to the acute shor
food-stuffs prevailing in the Maulvibazar and Srimangal Thanas in the

eaHng
on,- in
tage of
South

Sylhet Subdivision, Sir, due 0 the untimely flood towards (he
end of last year and the consequent on rush of water hyacinth
the winter crop of the haor arcas of the Maulvibazar and Sy

mangal Thanas was complgtcly dCSlﬂ?YCd and as a result a state of famine
now exists there. Sir, this is the constituency that I represent and I can tel this
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Hon’ble House that during my election campaign I myself saw vast paddy fields
on all sides of the Hailhaor, one of the biggest fagors in the District, without
any crop whatsoever and from what I saw, I was satisfied that #th of the crop of
the people living in the bordering villages of that faors had been destroyed
altogether. My hon. Friend Shri Abala Kanta Gupta will bear me out, as
he also represents the said thanas, when T say that a state of food shortage existed
in those areas even during the harvesting season:

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member will continue his specch
after lunch.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.
(After lunch)
Election of Members to the Assam Road Communications Board

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : As regards clection of eleven representatives to
the Assam Road Communications Board, whxch.has been fixed to be held to-day
between the hours of 2 P. M. to 4 p. M., I may inform t‘hc House that all the four
candidates belonging to the Muslim League ParEy hav1ng withdrawn from the
contest only ten candidates as named below remain in the field. They are :—
Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma,

Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua,

Srijut Harinarayan Barua,

Srijut Motiram Bora,

Shri Satindra Mohan Dev,

Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya,

. Babu Jatindra Nath Bhadra,

Srijut Omeo Kumar Das,

Mr. B. K. J. Sarwan, and

10. Mr. Mody Marak. :

These ten hon, Members are hereby declared elected to the said Board. Ag
there is no further time during the current Session to fill up the remaining seat
by holding fresh clection, it may remain vacant for the present. Fresh election
to fill up the I'emaining s::at may be held during the next Session of the Assembly,
if the Department concerned so desires and sends the necessary intimation.

Maulayi Mayeenud-din Ahmed Chowdry may now begin his unfinished speech.

Further discuss'on on the Motion re supply and distribution of foodstuffs,
coal, fuel, kerosene oil and cloth.

Maulavi MAYEENUD.-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Sir  (here were
-“i)Or;'le godowns of the Syndicate _at Sha.ﬂjsherganj and  Kaga-
stgzngkuclll cllgcr the Maulyibazar Thana where a huge quantity of rice anq paddy were
thoaec ¥ the Syndicate and inspite of rEpeatct Lehisss ations byfthe people of
S0 thafrt‘;las to allow them to purchase those paddy and rice from the Government
make €y might save themselves from starvation, the C_;ovel:nment, in order to
padd gofod their losses incurred due to their failure in d‘SP0§1ng of the rice and
who i];]o dth-e.s}’ndicatc in time, have sold those paddy and rice to their Licensees,
permite;i dition (o the purchased quantity of rice and paddy of the Syndicate, got
3 cnci)uro €Xport good rice and paddy 4lso. Slli‘ Tfllly merI}'latlon is that in order
even fip 128 the disposal of the rice and paddy of the Syndicate, which were not
s th0 Ce used as fodder for animal and as 5111011 nobody wanteq to purchase
Quan;it ef‘mvcrn_mem went so far as to allow the Ll_censees 10 export the same
that is [{)0 800d rice and paddy with the Syndicate rice and paddy outside Assam,
of the S 53‘/: if a Licensee purchased one thousand maunds of Totten rice and paddy

dd yn lt_ate., he was allowed to export another one thousand maunds of good
paddy and rice iy, order to make good his losses that he would incur in disposing of
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the rotten rice and paddy of the Syndicate. Every hon. Member of this House will
agree with me when 1 say that all such Licensees have taken the fullest advantage
of the situation and have exported as much as they could by means fair or foul
and as a result of all these, the small quantities of surplus that some of the
producers of those localities had, have been sent out of Assam.

Sir, I have got a copy of the representation made to the Subdivisional Officer,
South Sylhet, as far back as the 28th January 1946, sxgrgcd by over 200 lcad}ng
people of the affected parts of the Maulvibazar and Srm}angal Thanas, praying
‘that they should be allowed to purchase the Syndicate rice and paddy, rotten
though, either from the Shamsherganj or Kagabala godowns so that they might
save themselves. But unfortunately nothing to that effect was done and the
result is a famine. Sir, in view of the food shortage ‘that I anticipated in those
areas, I gave notice to move a Resolution during this Session of the Assembly \yhxch
runs thus ““In view of the present food crisis in the country, this Assembly is of
opinion that immediate steps be taken by Government to fix a minimum cconomic
price for the growers of paddy and rice in different important centres 1n the
District of Sylhet, and arrangements be made from now to provide rice and paddy
for such localities in the District where people are suffering for the total or partial
failure of the winter crop,” but as there is no possibility of the Resolution being
discussed on the floor of this Hous= during this Session, I would press upon the
Government to be alive to the situation, fix up an economic price for the growers
and make immediate arrang-ments for sufficient reserve stocks of paddy and rice
in different parts of the District of Sylhet so that the people of other lpiaces may
not be made to undergo the hardships and troubles as are being experienced by the
affected people of Maulvibazar and Srimangal Thanas. Sir, considering
the gravity of the situation, I urge upon the Government fto take immediate
steps  to provide food for the affected people of Maulvibazar and
Srimangal Thanas so that the lives of thousands of poor people of those arcas may
be saved and in addition distribute sufficient quantities of paddy sceds to the
cultivators of those areas free of costs so that they may be able to carry on with
this vears’ cultivation ‘which is already late, otherwise all the cultivable lands in
thosc_arcas Will'vemain uncultivated, for which this Congress Government will
remain responsible, g ) :

Sir, the present Ministry cannot shirk the responsibility in this matter
saying that this was all due to the actions of the previous Ministry inasmuch
as the bargaining of allowing the Licensees to €xport the good rice and paddy
with the rotten articles of the Syndicate, has been introduced by the present
Ministry. So far as my knowledge goes those stocks of the Syndicate have been
sold out during the last part of February and first part of this month. Such an
act of bargaining with human lives, without proper enquiry whether thre was
any surplus or not, by a Government, which calls itself “Peoples Government” i
highly deplorable, and I sourd a note of warning. to the Government that unless
they rise to the occasion and give adequate reliet to the needy and the poor
people of those areas, they will have to face serious consequences.

Sir, from the leading article in the Abhijan, 2 weekly paper of Maulvibazar,
published on the 20th of this month, it appears that its Editor, Babu Dwijendra
Kumar Gupta, who is also a member of the Assam Press Advisory Board, pointed
out to the Government ahout the anticipated food shortage in that Subdivision,
at the meeting of the said Board as far back as September, 1945 and urged upon
the Government to take such stCi)s 25 would be necessary to combat the crisis,
But what was the reply he received from the Government ? The Under-Secretary
to the Department informed him that from the Government report they were
sqtusﬁed thqt.no damage was done to the winter crop and as such the Government
did not anticipate any shortage of foodstuffs or famine. Such are the Government

we have unfortunately been made to live under!
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Sir, it is not only in the Maulvibazar and Srimangal Thanas that the people
are faced with a famine. The whole of India, nay the whole of the world, is now
faced with such a crisis. I would therefore urge upon the Government that in
view of such an acute food shortage all over the world, they should refrain them-
selves from adopting the policy of eviction and should allow the people to culti-
vate as much foed crops as possible without any restriction so that such a food
crisis may be averted (hear, hear). .

Sir, in the end I would like to add a few words about the Textile Depart-
ment of the Government of Assam. The people in the country side
are pgoing without cloth. Instances are not few _ where men ~ and
women in various parts in the Province, are  going almost naked.
Men can go half naked, but 1t 1§ not POSSlb}? for a woman
to go like that and no civilized Government, much less a PCOP!C’S Govern-
ment’ can behave like this specially with regprd to the needs of our sisters (hear,
hear). Sir, I put some questions regarding the shprtagc of cloth Supply 0
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge, who was also an important Member in the
Previous Cabinet and the answers given to me on the floor of this Hon’ble House
by the Hon’ble Minister was that the Government had decided to set wp

ominittees in djfferent subdivisions to look to the proper distribution of _cloth to
the pecple, But such steps—the steps of selting up Committees, etc.—will surely
take time. But the need of the time is immediate action by the Gpv;rnme_nt to
Provide cloth for the people without any further dlfélay. I\I:/)ly mtc_;rmzfmoq is
that in many places in Assam Muslim dead bodies could not be buried in time
Of want of ‘Kafon’. I therefore urge uponthe Government that instead of
banking on the formation of this Committee or that Commuttee, they should take
UP the matter at once and find out cloth for the poor peOIlJ)Ic PfdAssam g thereby
save them from going naked and the dead bodies m}: urz;’_ - The cry is so
great that it can brook no delay, not even @ moment (hear, hear).

L <

Sir, the Textile Department is called by the V'Hage:f’l. ;’5 h‘TaS_kar” Depart-
ment. The word <“Taskar’ means a thief It 1s not % at the villagers mean
thief by the word “Taskar”. They cannot pronounce % ‘;} word Textile and so
call it as *“Tagkay But what I want to impress PR ﬁ Government in this
connection is thjs that the Department has becomcfso much corrupt that it has
really become 5 Department of ¢“Taskar”’. 1 theres?;; u‘fg 5 tlllpm 1he Government
that they sh ot 1o/ putyg £ e tices

ould take all possible steps ! : : . practice
Prevailing in this Departllljnent and provide cloth for all, irrespective of being in
towns or villages,

s With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion moyeq by my hon.
nend Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury:

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: 1 hope the non,  Member  wwilliiren st

What I stated on the first day and will P °n in English of hi
Z t glish of his
speech delivered in Urdu, because we have unfortunately no reporyer in Urdu ;

: issed.
Othﬁl‘wise,, his valuable speech will be misse

Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD: Mr. f;j:fjii’;ﬁi‘fe’cf“ . Doint of privilege:
May I also be permitted to speak in m); e M Which s, after all, not
English, but Scots. (Laughter.) 1am2° S SEe e,

. : the Scots, are very
proud of our individual dialect and Nationalism. ?
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I fully appreciate the sentiment expressed 1;)’ thhli
hon. Member and have every sympathy with him. Every hon. Member of t A
House and, as a matter of fact, every one outside also should have t.hc hbertyb1
express his idcas in his own mother tongue. Bul the Speaker of _thls Assem E
cannot help in the matter, because he is bound by certain standing rules aﬂd
cannot permit hon. Members to speak in their own dialects _hOWCVCr sweet asn
entertaining these might be unless these are within the prescribed languages. 50,
he is not permitted to speak in Scots language. (Laughter.)

Srijut BIJOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the war came
upon us inspite of our will. The Government of India had no plan to meet the
emergency created by the war. So, the people suffered and suffered a lot. In
no country in the world people suffered so much. It only proves that thc_Govern-
ment working at the Centre is absolutely incapable to do justice to our will and to
meet needs of the country. I should say that the Government was guilty ol cri-
minal negligence to the people of this country. The war corrupted the Govern-
ment and the other people also.  As a matter of fact, the war is a product of
imperialistic corruption. So, when the war was on, some people lost their head.
The Government also lost th::ir head. The Government of India as constituted
could not or did not try to go to the root of the problem. It did not care to look
to the comfort of the people. So, it failed to solve the food and the cloth problems
of the Jand. A5 T AR WA corrupted the Government. The Supply
Department of the Government was the worst victim of the corrupting m_ﬂucnce
of the war. Then again, as there was no scheme the Government was in the
wilderness, They did no; know what to do. The civilian population suffered the
most. Government d;d something but that was only for the Military. They were
the worst hcarders_.the ruthless hoarders. They hoarded and exported aliost all
that was available for the Military at the cost of the civilian and thatis why the
cxvﬂ:an_ Population suffered. 1 should say that the Assam Government
that *time yere absolutely . incapable of doing what they should

have  dope, P : the occasion. As a matter
of fact they They failed” to rise to the

could better as they were placed. A'Their
Supply Department bunrg{?ffd agcaivgun?r(l)fg very miserably and their officers did not
(=]

care for the . dition of corruption. ‘They
suffered f'ronI: 2?12]%;;1- They were brought up in the traditio 3

They could eaucratic mentality and in consequence the Eaeoplc s1lxﬁ'er::lil.
villagersu Snot s¢¢ things from the angle of vision Ofl t}lllf-‘ massEpeon c? <
* 90, in eye . - wed things and there was corruption.
There was n, 'y way they mis-manage g ) Sty
: corrupti 7 rruption among the
busmessmen. pedon among the officers and there was corrup 3

A“geﬁg‘:t’allt)[ S Ume that we ghould set things right. Hercules _cleaned t{le
present Miniet- Bl_lt he was not asked to do so in onc_day. I realise that tlle
ted in the Ailry will take some time to clean the rubbish that have accumula-
nay, I.am gyy Ca stable of this Province during those years of war. I suppose,
corruption ;lthat this Ministry will be able to check corruption—to wipe out
Officers nll-.lst b 118 black-marketing, this corruption den must be dcmoh%hcd.
excused for € Warned, officer, however highly placed “he rr!a}r.be, will be
Government “Si latches of duty. This should be a guldmg principle of our
do their duty Would Urge upon the Government to ask their subordinates to
asked to go ¥0p:l? Perly and do it from the view point of the masses. They must be
in an impel‘ialist'e VIHZ_‘gﬁs. As T have said before, these officers are brou.ght up
ordinarv people 1€ regime and they cannot think of going and mixing with the
do not fit in our -]TheY behave in such a manner and in such a' way that they
to understand t} Villages ip their present condition. But they must be made
o e they have got to mix with our village people and they are to
work o e Sir, T tfli%lk we must revolutionise the whole administration
and thien aadokiey only we can eradicate and wipe out corruptions. We must
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electrify the whole atmosphere with new enthusiasm. The legacy of the past
imperialist order must be done away with. That legacy we cannot allow to
continue.  We must now build up 2 new State, a new Order and a new angle
of vision. We are working under the limitations imposed‘ by the Government of
India Act, 1935. I quite realise the limitations and dlfﬁcqltiqs; but I should
like to say that we must break through this Act, and its limitations, We are
not here merely to abide by the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 ;
we must act and behave as a free Government. g I should say that
functioning as a free Government. We do not like to be fettered by the provi-
sions and limitations of the Government of India Act, 1935. That Act must go
and we must begin even from now to create a new atmosphere, a neyw society
and a new admunistration and in that society our common men, plough men
and labourers must rule. If we can see things. fro_m that ar_xglc of vision, T am
sure, we shall be able to set things right. Otherwise, no piecemeal legislation
or work will set things right. We want to kill corruptions, eradicate corruptions
but if we continue in the old order, we cannot possibly do that. S0, we must do
away with the past machinery and build up a new one.

We are now

Sir, the monopoly business must go. It was very queer, Sir, _that the Jast
Government introduced monopoly business. Monopoly = business In.the capita-
listic order can only starve many and overfeed a fg:w The ca.pltahs.t order
is bad and it must go. But 1 think; so long it exists, competition g
the only check and that check was eliminated by introducing monopoly
system. If we introduce socialistic plan then things will = be quite easy
and the whole atmosphere and the whole order will be changed and the methog
of business will be different.  But it will be wrong to introduce monopoly business
in the present framework of society. So, Sir, I urge upon Government tq
abolish all monopolistic business and ‘see that we can do things collectively ang
encourage our cultivators to organise Co-operative Societies. And through” thege
societies we can do our business. Government may finance the Co-opﬂ-ative
Societies to do business. I understand, Sir, the last Government gave all mope
to Messrs.  Steel Brothers and Company to do their business. That Gompany
did their business with the Government“mon_ey without spending a single pi‘f:
from their pocket. Sir, if that money were given to our people to Organise Clg-
opcrative Societies then the ordinary people would have been very much enefited
and would have reaped the profit which is ncw going to the middlemey, . S8
Sir, 1 urge upon Government to make a comprehensive plan for CO‘Operativé
Sacieties so that this profit which now goes to the middlemen may gol e e
betterment of the common men. T:h[s system of middlemen myg; be eliminageq
as far as practicable. - Sir, I visualise a day when verything * will i
nationalised ; all industries, all business and comn}ercel._wﬂl be Dationaligeq
our coal, our oil and our Tea Industry will be'natllc?;a 15}(1ad 22 Do individual
enterprises will be entertamcd. I vnsual_me a some'tydl e‘_t at and iy that societ
common men will collectively own hu_su}css and m_blistn 1es. But g long we arYa
not having that we must .try to go as fnf als ptinsillt titowm‘_ds that go:ﬁ antlr
I suggest that co-operative movements of the rig Ype will gg 5 long way to
solve food and cloth problems.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

avi MUNAWWAR ALL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should py .
o WI\;I?;; 0\,;11}1’\'&[ Regarding ‘monopoly’, ‘free trade la"d ;{} ge CD’”PEtition’tocpigga ca-.
tion’, ¢Laissez-faire’,—high sounding doctrine— tlczltt have N - introduced
in this debate—with the utmost effort on my part and with the little knowlede
of political economy that I had, T tried to analys'e a;‘ll these Questions, Particg(.:
larly, in times of stress angl strain and in thc_a days o Woes—of e Way Buli
I'got myself entangled in the maze, T like to 2SS eIt the foo'd ued
tion should be kept beyond the pale of party politics, Our ‘Quid-e-gzam
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has -declared this, off and on, going from province to province and from plac]Pi
to place, and that we reiterate, and.I assure the present Government that }.1‘ _
the co-operation that we are capable of giving shall be fortl}cc_)mmg in bt 18
matter (voices ; hear, hear). Sir, I think the present Supply Minister has been
by this time becomé a vast repository of knowledge and experience necessary to
make the supply and procurement a complete success. :

We have heard constructive suggestions as well as destructive ones, consci
tructive plans as well as destructive plans. Sir, all sorts of suggestions an
. instructions have been forthcoming since (he last two years and even tl}ls year
we have not a small measure of it. What I want to say is that keeping in VIEW
the past mistakes and experiences the Government should pass through the
straight path to mete out to the suffering public all that they deserve. There
have been found many an eddy. many a gorge,which this Government must
wisely shun, and stem the tide and lead the vessel right to the port. What has
struck me most in this debate is this that we want simply to shift things from
one pocket into another, but we have not heard anything like self-sufi-
ciency.  Well, Sir, I think the ‘vigorous’ Industries Minister will gird up his
loins to raise the Province to the level of an industrialised one so that we may
not be dependent on other provinces for our textiles, and_ as a matter of fact, all
amenities tha; an industrialised province can bestow upon its people.

The present Government—the Congress Government—who are for indepen-
dence from foreign domination should also spare no pains to making the pecple
of Assam independent of other provinces, so that the Government may not
have to hang on other provinces for doles in this, doles in that, to meet oar
needs. If our cottage industries arc revivified and invigorated, I think, our

day to day needs can be fulfilled through them.

Now, regarding agricultural produce, I think, a vigorous agricultural policy
free from bias, free from jealousy and above all, free from short-sighted
political consideration, will solve the food problem. Our cultivators are
quite up to the mark to producé almost all kinds of cereals, not to speak of
mustard and paddy. I should expect that this Government will have a clear cut
policy to make the Province self-sufficient. Let this be the central idea

efore them %ng they will be able to achieve wonders in this wonderful land of
ours which provides us with wonderful possibilities in every sphere And it is
only meet anq proper for us to expect that the Congress Government who are
known to be the saviours of the masses—at least they have given it out to the
world that'theyjare ithe savionrs of Lhe people of India—will co-ordinate their
various €conomic programmes accordingly, and the rest of Indlz} yvnIl look to
them for guidance and for inspiration for all that they will be prOVIdmg to the
people, I mean the people of Assam. !

I do not think, Sir,
of programmes which I
I request them th
Assam an econo
Assam,

With th
the Motion,

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, much has been  said
by my hon. Fiiends Onﬁt‘he opposite regarding the distribution of food and cloth
and regarding the present Government policy of distribution.

Now, Sir, T should Iike to say a few words in support of my hon. Friend Mr.

Bh?}gavati regarding the policy of Government which was made during the last
regime.

it is necessary for me to dilate upon these several items
have placed before them. Still, with all my earnestness
at their guiding principle and central idea should be to make
mically independent unit,—a self-sufficient and sell-contained

ese few words, Sir, I lend my whole-hearted support to the Mover of
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Regarding the supply of food-stufls, there are so many agencies that the
supply goes from ‘one agency to the other and ultimately when it com-s to the
hands of the poor villagers they get very little. There is a Syndicate and there are
wholesale dealers. Now, Sir, we have seen from our experience that during the
last War licenses were granted to certain shop-keepers and from those shop-
keepers, it is known to many hon. Members in this House, during the course of
a month the licenses were changed to three or more persons. I do not see any
reason for such changes. Now, Sir, we have learned from the Hon’ble Minister of
Supply, from his declaration on the floor of the House that they are going to make
certain arrangement by constituting certain committees for distribution of food-
stufs and cloth in the districts and in the subdivisions. We do not know, Sir,

how far these committees will be successful in properly distributing the food-stuffs
and cloth.

Another important matter is the supply of kerosene oil. Now we have seen
that the Central Gevernment has reduced the price of kerosine and we hope our
Provincial Government will see that kerosene is fairly distributed.

Now, Sir, to putan end to corruption everyone should make an earnest
cffort that this is stopped, and my learned Friend, Srijut Bhagavati has rightly said
that the Government is mainly responsible for this corruption. What have we
seen when the personnel of a Government become corrupted ? We have seen in

history and we hope history will repeat soon that such Government cannot
function anywhere, :

With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA : st st Tzt AT AR
I AT Fifira mem i orae @Bl At e 2 Bt 1 gw el trosE |
O AT Sifafes @ g cfw cetata weet sieet Ttz @ TRET—streAtaT e wste
Gl AT wela S wifZT 9@iF A9z @F wmiEa Aa o9 AT afem o
ety G AT ¥R oI At Hvs ek aih sfifen o wtn aferte

T
FAIS! (241 AR | AZCS A IR BT Flad oo o Sueg Wpl wtad =g elitg

aBl Fad, I% TN 2ialz PIstel 4wy @ f{Emtss st siemcr B A0 wT wtw
fagia =tadt 29 4t (7 359 ES 7 sladces wifen s NIACITD g% Aty
T faead M 49&7 e 12 NS a2 w2 Afea @ ot wopia 9
aify woiEd (2 Afag | TwI T 9EH T@—tTNT Watgy AT izt @Sate
Selfsufficiency wfe  Cottage Industryr =41 % Wity | forans T
A7 At faeg e @i oeEE self-sufficient TN g st
A51 F4 1 D58 599 U1 W@iWd AT A" | 3898k BEH car\—gz_; Stasy et
‘afwER oz afen wwgeselfsufficiencys programme =
sftea” dlitd sifvera Aifs T R AT wfme g TN
S4B 1 S e (€ S | 3 o B 5 B o R T\ R sfass e
Cottage Industry 3pi¥a <13t 79 ¥t 799 W7 fges 4 ¢é—@a, wiig
dftated @2 AmEe o2 Ae9ed F w @ f%a 0 e, wh wisf3s 29 @ w12
A 741 tAfEnwa pe A At T5rae AfFsa vtow,  wF; st fe zies a7t
colf AA | efifetEl, 3589 599 @12 Awwa wiulg Ty A4 9§ Aig gigan
steita cafen @iezies w1saive National War Frontg fiffes agw fﬁ}ﬁ
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CSfoul @om 7at? corde® o FEfen @ ifer i+ aE @ FibIca wie el
qater FALA @Ry, S T 9is 1 9T eAfepatETTa fFar @ TR
T2 i3 At 7@ AEtTs FHEEET 15 catets Gtle 3 i@ A2 1 Fe 6
7T i Gt coatar 4fkta toitg | Wiz Fizd &, ©ift eifid 4ftaic ¢ (e (e
¥ wlfZfea @ afw 4fecs cora i wwitsta Ffafgs @7 @43%  report G
fitar 92 ©le T7E <A s 9ty | 9if gate coragdl  (&el @S AT
aifxfes fra wtfeeacs o citn fZpta 524 9iF @12 o TS fTale TG Lacss
AfeTs At s g% qo= | § Wl Afzeids F4 ; @iERie @2 @Eis g e
27T A7 AT | GSleq N Al ARl e @ Ak @i AffE cien 9
AT Ty Sletaig et afr @ ARCIcD 2[R A, (@08 A afw eiRee
A @F WEY UAEl W Tl 3 «f e ot GAfEat e
gt zm, @t 991 erdeera 9iia deq @I T FRE (hear,
hear) | : _

ST F1ad, 1% 7 ARATICes WrATa @B T Flaed 0| 7 P | E R E
@% corruption wiftie 7% *fzq A= A2 | IPFA, carruption TATE
TS WIEGT Gz Rg | p83: bTe AgzA AWy wwem fEiad Ff@q i
National War Fronts =% Gtz w@it® iz National War Frontz
GfaTS sliex MEfEtes Tos dibag Feads 797 F3 2 | 9 Y586 579
(&9 %1 ea3 9ifz National War Fronta @telfamta =4 fa q@iistaa w4
S qta 731 @A wwita e ST (IS @R AR | National War
Fronts wfiws @i cea fRwad Fate sdeaees fesl w7 At frfo, waiar
A% Ate National War Fronta organiser e ©fF G 41T @ iz faie
FifRa—<fi o report e | @ify argm Fale wwes At fir
AT ST TN @ @i el Wi 9y B AT TR | O1R TG @2 I
fretes ﬁ‘ﬁ@"’ Tz g wtfhm «feats EEasa (12 4794 (XA 99N QIEIEIG
S (TS @B w7 v R o |

W ofx)l @ ety st wiels Reds 3@ 39
®RE OB 3597 e A @l Azl et MR
AT I oy sgagme wicls g, fFE Al w0 7
TINS GBI TN gq Ay Wi e @ wfedta G ol S
AR AR e taits wiw gEwels o2 st ffw e Textile
Department wity, watg officer Fatw witg, e{ft ST e, 4fFe @,
“ifer BIZIN ittt sifes Sar=iq wity, SdlfPle GZICANE 5 afer wifa Fedta
RENT AT GHmie ta ¢ wigeitapEce @tascat ey o wife =4 e
NS FIOTIT A0 opiy o wizer qras FeArA T GO 447 AT AAfaes afaeg |
IiF St 9351 T it 25(% @ @A (oAl F7 @z g [E

2
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sEeezE ABNER i &l w3 9t "t e stelts fc | ofsat 56
Tagie «% lak @il 33 Ffk[ea 9 EGrafEis gm0 29S
Gt St @2 fRwm  AwTE el AwE (SdWiSed Teie
gt IlEc | FEAT e GRiF [Ruapw e @2 e fatad sREcE
FF— s (blal I IF  FfRECE 20E Ui AFCEACT aSIEF oozlT qraien 23
ate 7fr @ify 7xtEE @Fifes S oo =l T0lET3 facs 98 corruption
3% F193ca A9 FI), ceCw Wi I FOw =3 A wiw it fReisr 13
aiig Aedees G 7 Firdisle zive @ uiF 7 FaiF Fiaesfes a1 @8
corruption 3% Ffa3ta 7w fHte (7 FoARieS v @FPTica Azcst Fra—
fawa watvfz ©iF “fzertst i3 afv «f Tragdle A=t T2 <3, cofeatza
@ifif fi<6a - corruption 7w FfIT clifew | AT AT Itfe SEACCEE EE
aisits 2 @Al IFTwEts ghwicez Wit wiwiE Fedr rdl NS | wiT 95 epacy
@47 oS (AT SIS @fent dted @ted R AT oE S 98 v mite
I 9 @2 A= AT ATS ATCALL AFCA e wEtaE [ Afwwyiel 7 wiig
7t TeRPT fREtT EaiT TRt 99 A, e A wify 3wy v
ap 9y wR FfaEe 1 (12 Fiard afeat @2 corruption IF Fats wiw
77 W Read FAS AFEiE weske o Aftend w1 wmatl s
g I@EEST IS AR W @A G Gl @[’ e s
Az F |

[The hon. Member spoke in Assamese about the problems of food and

clothing and urged upon Government to sce that these commodities are equitably
distributed among the people of the Province and corruption checked.]

Maulavi Md. ABDULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, much has been said and
discussed on the floor of the House regarding food stuff.  But however we may
discuss and deliver speeches and make this cold - weather of Shillong hot. upless
and until we feel within ourselves that we are the representatives of one ,Crorc of
the population of Assam, we will not be able to make a Proper approach to
this question. We should feel within ourselves that we are discussing a‘m'}.tter
which concerns more than one crore of population of Assam. Thig foodb robclem
Sir, is not the problem ofone community. Itis not the problem Sither £
the Muslims or the Hindus. Let us all rise above party politics. Let u f trOt
for a moment that we belong to the Muslim Party or the" Gonor . Poroc
Then and then only we can render good services to the Province gwegsb zirty.
to. Now, Sir, I donot like to kill the valuable time of the Hoyge f:I (?(ml%
urge upon the hon. Mfzmberszi oé thisi House thait they are - e
of respective constituencies and that they are to determine the f
of thcp whole population of Assam. We find that as soon ag thﬁcé?):ff*?nd fo:}*{tune
Ministerial ¢“Gaddi” they released the political prisoners. Byt they fgufsz = }in_e
duty to rclease hundreds of maunds of paddy which are rotting in t}f,:e lgd tw?-ljl;
and rendered unfit for human consumptiion. T would urge upon t godo 155
Government to release this paddy., Thisis my first point “ggrdin lcri}z{e)pgr?d
paddy and I would like to say that this would give some sopt of %clief to the
people of our Province. T would like to know whether our Province 1s a surplus
one so far asrice and paddy are concerned. We have not as yet sot a dcﬁﬁitc
information from the Government on this point. I think, Sjy ]1;51 thgyl-cport of
the Enquiry Committee been published in time, the pcup"lc m,i ght have known to
some extent the real state of affairs. 7

the representatives
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So far as the procurement policy of the Government is concerned, I think
it might have been benefi¢ial to the people of the Province to determine a
policy which would lead our country for the good of the populace. Then, Sir,
in this connection it would be better on the part of the Government if they are
really a bit alert and publish that report as early as possible. Then, Sir, why
there is so much cry for food in ‘our Province ? I think, the evil of it lics In
corruption. What is the need for so many officers who are good for nothing ty
They are looting the people right and left. T do not know what steps the popular
Government is trying to take and -I do earnestly hope, as they are making
spectacular propaganda and demonstration, they will be alert in stamping out
corruption from this Province. If they keep their proposals and decisions within
the realm of red-tapism they will be simply repeating the old story of bygone days.
I do notlike to blame any Government—be it the previous or the present
Government. But I would like to urge upon them to take immediate steps so that
they may atleast prove themselves to be a popular Government and a people’s
Government. They should not for a moment forget that "they are the pe:oplc’s 7
Government and only then ‘they will be in a position to render real services to
the people. I would appeal to them ‘as you have taken the responsibility of
serving the Nation you should from every angle of vision' try to ses that you
are doing good to the people”. " I would emphatically urge upon them not to
make it a Government of their own, but a Government of the people. -

Sir, as far as my knowledge of the past few years goes, I feel rathgr ashamed
to discuss these things on the floor of the House and I do not like fo discuss them
here, but I would only appeal and most earnestly appeal, that they should not
repeat the history of the past. Sir, I refrain myself from talking anything about
the past, as we are to deal only with the present. I wish the past will be buried
forever, and the present Government will tackle this matter from a new angle of
vision.

Now, Sir, T would like to give a few suggestions (though they may not be
very valuable) regarding the distribution of food-stuffs in our subdivision. Sir,
I hail from the Habiganj subdivision and I think I am better acquainted with the
system of distribution of food-stuffs in my subdivision than anybody else. Sir,
:thoqlgh born and brought up in a village I had not the chance to live
?ilo:::lages all through. During the last four months in connection with my elec-
taki nemtlg campaign I had to reside in my native village and I had the bad habit of

g tea. There was a control-shop by my house. I once approached the
at shop for a powa of sugar. The Manager told me “if you give
you are chargi Will get a powa of sugar”. 1 told him, ““Well, I don’t know how
B A 1Porgmg; me. one rupee. So far as I know the controlled price of sugar
rep]aied that h: i]ﬁ'edr and you may charge me at best 3 annas for qpowa”. HG
one rupee he c1nl not have a single grain of sugar, adding that if I gave him
el Suz : manage one powa of sugar for me, Sir, if any compllamt 1s
make A COlhp]ainF‘,cptY Officer, _t}}qy turn a deaf ear'to them (A4 uoice :—Did you
B e toido the Subdlwswl}al Officer ?) No, personally I did not. But
T ihialdGl s me that they did not get any redress from any Officer there.

fonnd gl !;nt should take serious notice of thesq things. ‘If any Officer is

1 d » 12 should not he kept in one place for his whole life ; he should be
2 ‘owed oo good to other parts of the Province as well. If any Officer is bad,
there is no Justification why he should be allowed to do harm to a particular
place for all his life. 1 would urge upon the Government to see if there is any
Officer, ministerial or executive, who is staying at Habiganj for more than ten
years fmd if so, .hc* should be immediately transferred. The difficulty with this’
sort of Officers is that they do not consider themselves to be servants of the people,
rather they lord over all. I definitely know that there is one such ministeriai
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Officer at Habiganj, who is there for more than 10 years and bungling things.
He should immediately be transferred. .

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHON CHAUDHURY : May we know who is this
Officer ? :

Maulavi Md. ABDULLAH: I do not like to mention any name. But I
know it to be a fact. Let the Government enquire and find out.

, Srijut MAHENDRA MOHON CHAUDHURY :
find out if the hon. Member does not mention the name ?
" The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 think it is not proper to mention names.

Maulavi Md. ABDULLAH: I have given the name of the place and it
will not be very difficult for Government to find out that Officer. At the outset
I said that I hail from Habiganj and I am acquainted with the activities of
that subdivision. My suggestion is that the Government should enquire of
the Subdivisional Office and if they find that there is any such ministerial O fficer
there he should be immediately transferred. A

Now regarding sugar, Sir, I should like to speak a few words. I understand
that the quota of sugar of this Province increased by 2,700 tons, but the
District and Subdivisional Officers have made no arrange ments yet for its equal
distribution in the rural areas. So this stuff is standing on the same footing as
other rare articles which people in the rural areas are not getting even by a single
chattak.

Regarding Atta and flour, I find that rationing is made only for the people
of the towns and so people of the villages do not get them. I therefore urge
upon the Government to introduce rationing system for the villages also so that
ther~ can be equal distribution of these stufs.

As regards cloth, T may say, Sir, the position is almost the same,
to come from far away villages—from 10 to 15 miles—to take their
" from the towns and still they do not getit. In thisrespect also
should try to do something so that there can be equitable distributio

With these few words. Sir, I resume my seat.

Maulana IBRAHIM ALI: (Spokein Urdu and an
of it as submitted by the hon. Member is given below.)

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the critical times through which we
paralleled in the history of nations. Confusion and corrupti
the conntry, the complete dispelling of which is a question
difficuit to be arrived at overnight. In spite of this, I be a1
in this connection. We had the good fortune to live in a country vy hcw Words
destitute was an unheard of thing but having fallen regular victims Yt et lio s
vicissitudes, for an ordinary man to be upto the standard of livin : h & }pmlonged
impossibility at the present moment. The whole country has becgmas become an
of want and poverty. Sir, ordinary living depends on two thin S_fe 3 vast scene
ing. Itis beyond imagination to think of famine in a country %vh g2 LA il
of the population are agriculturists and which Providence has if efie 95 per cent.
of resources. But owing to irony of fate as is evident from {hg dt'c i al‘l o
House, famine seems to be staring in the face in many parts of (h, lSé:ussmns in the
The report that has reached upto date is sufficiently staggerin S dlsmc?'
has completely upset the Members of all Groups. T 1eg soo SISOk
promptly devise means and adopt measures to combat thic : n"](}rnment s'hou!d
that people at large may not fall victims to starva tion while w : l-n g Ca]am}t}’a S0
Assembly at ease. We must have strong determination that © ave scated in this
not fall a prey to death for want of food. If we make sia single being may
promptly resort to proper safeguards Providence will come to oﬂcere Ao

Much has been said about cloth and undoubtedly hoth li\,-inr resauclz, 3 aren
need of it.  Cloth is unavoidably necessary for preserving our o g_z:n 5 ea“ a:‘eclori
vering our shame. But foreign domination has awfully aeprivefrﬂ}z Cagu'ﬂ;v’l?ryagf R

How can Government

People have
quota of cloth
Government
n.

English translation

are passing
on have ry
of time as
g to submit

are un-
n amuck in
a solution is
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- 1p-
means of dealing with the problem and has landed us to a state of Lixtwi:‘llg ahfa?e
lessness which can never be overestimated. To the poor cloth has )GC(; officials,
commodity—although it is within the casy reach of all high Gov‘crm}lfflolu e
so called Zamindars and men of position. The poor cannot get it thr ug'al e
card and to purchase in the black market is beyond t}1c1r means. In dl‘ Id e
want of shroud for the dead is still keenly felt and in my presence 3 | €a s ined,
were buried cach with single cloth instead of requisite sets rellg‘O‘}le CSJ
It is upto the Government to save people from such shameful state of ttunIgOI: T

In the scheme of rural uplift there shovld be arrangcmenls e
locality to be able to make cloth sufficient for itself and also ima}\lb 0? A lhun
distributed. How long shall we look to the outsiders for cloth ? D;it bR e
dred years of foreign domination is not a small matter and the arnoulti e
experience that we have had in this long period can no further bedmtc]i W'Ii)th S

.is sufficient shame for the living that we are unable to C.lmhe the 'pea
sary shrouds. What more will the world of ‘control’ bring .fO}" U8 SoTdeknsthe

Generally sugar is not available in the market. Bu'ﬂ_ it is always S AHil
black market at the rate of Rs. 2 or Rs, 2-8 per seer, This problem is as e
as that of cloth. The Poor sick cannot get it not even for his dying ‘h o
The doles should be increased and distributed through the Gircle Sarpanc
some other reliable agency and control should continue.

The quantity of kg;:rosZne should be increased and arrangement shoulgi i n}igz
so that the poor may get it according to their needs and not on the basis 911 5
Chowkidari tax paid by them. Let me hope that the present Government et
able to expedite the remedial measures as there is no difference of opinion abou
these matters. With these words, Sir, I beg to resume my seat. hoic

babu KHAGENDRA NATH SAMADDAR :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, the who
Pravince of Assam js restless for cloth, yarn, sugar, salt, kerosene oil an{c‘l mm
other things which are supplied by the Civil Supply Department fand 2 Orlket-
shortage of these articles. All are crying high against corruption, black-ma usl
ing, profiteering and other demoralisations but the people are suﬁerlngﬁs§f10 arz
and continuously, Non-officials are accusing the officials aad the o 101‘? Sems
accusing the non-officials and the different branches of Government Depaé.m :
are blatmr_xg each other and some people are blaming the whole stafl of over:n
ment officials frop, top to bottom, but there seems to be no remedy. I;Io“é ¢ I
ST proﬁtenrjng bIark-nnri:et'n and hoarding be abolished ? 5o,
place before the 1 i oo G105, N0 a7 ion of Government. I
think that in eyepy L S0ME  suggestions for the consideration ised consisting of
the village rlle:‘éi;y village, a Village Committee should be organise CC: Mauza, a
: 4ers who shoulg appoint a retailer ur.der them. In every (lom-
Mauza Commlttee ShGU N T : : of the Village Gom
mittees or the villages, A hmt,amsed He s e eeuatives ¢ -d for the Mauza
under that Maggz, i Wholesale dealer should be appointe here is no ‘sub-
division, in every gur]mult:ec'- . cvety subdivision  and “.;h.c]:c Lt - District
Committee congpl.’ D,fa ic‘smct, there should be a Subd1v1s_10nal O(Ii e loeal
Sitbore GOVer\r%u { .16 representatives ofthc_ Mauza Committees anl Hioiets
under the Maugza OHT]M::}T. sl ey goods directly (oM iiolesa e 11‘3 ply
from the wholeels - ;m.ttccs ar_ld the retailers of the villages {:hOU]C] gﬂti_ U lct-
ting the due quota froa ‘?‘(5 appointed under these Mauza‘Con}n_n_tteCS- A ‘Cr.t%ces
should distoibuge o m IJovernment _lhc Dlsi_:r_ict and Subdivisional COTPT‘_S p
popuiation basis ang g0210c~ s under their supervision to the Mauza Comm:t e(:: L
distribute their dye 51’36.:121:11 conm(!eranons. A_nd the Maulza. Co.mmlt Cd, =
duotas to the Village Committees who will ultimately distri
bute the goods (o the villager ; : s
Bafoa 4gers under their supervision. - i
elore acceptance of office by the Congress, the major activities of the Intel-
ligence Branch of GOVCrnment which is s _g,lre i I 3 oful branch of the
Government were limited {q cn ioh ot iolbe the most powerful brz e nalists
who WerE engaged i 0 search out‘the political persons and the nation:
252 1€ Improvement of the country. Now as the Congress has
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accepted office, those officers of the Intelligence Department have little work te
do. So they should be engaged in searching out black-marketeers, profiteers,
hoarders and the corrupt persons both officials and non-officials. I think this
will stop corruption and other evils for which the people are suffering. 1 hope
Government will take these suggestions into their consideration and. take proper
steps as early as possible. { i

With these few words, T beg to resume my seat.

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : 7713 Tetelfs TheTH,
Supply fiste corruption 7T+t 7S FN WAMST €2 olty, 7T Q3 w0
- AFtEARd ST 519 #ifi (@ 9% corruptiond ef¥S (FTAT (FFEH ¢ 9% Fotte
fg  fRats = Fait 73 tawg o [aEls @ega {6 F9T @tm s e
a1z iR [Ete et fagm e fwia e ctfa Stgz eEch wiEs
fq piata I8 5ASiIT AR WiFEd SfOx 1 qge FEsE @ 39
fafsais afs Top 4isis—afs #aa9 pieda 4« wifzg | H=ifte fra &
SlFeRT, {7 e, nweal 5Ece AwcEtca 9fs o Awae 9 I i@ ern
fFstalq #x1 {522 4rates @iz oo afs wifew 2 (@WET OwiE siwfs off
{2ty Gt Wawita g2 [Ewe v 2 | ©Ete Aifzty el ziems am
qf6qca | oStAtee Fiwe SRt Sita F9 Fiaca uifey 018 383 {53 _tw firvs
P St Atfy cdta) txm | A fRElE @fem wtA qREitd o FA4 Awid
E G2 #1A0d fwFe FGS fwres It 9903 1 9%h GifT §5 [ex
I 9% (@ TSIty fims [Eiws oo | 0zt U9 Fiad qmita i
T TR €302 WIF Frrlca ;oS BFIT zeiiz siwed fAfFEs corruptions
Fd (FB (12 [{Eiwy wfcwe @e #3737 «ifacs 9iF edaise @3 v e wtet
79 A9 “ifqre 1

A IGACT 747 I bAlT A (20T | Q47 I 5l AN 00T sfwad
AT Fia0t At AT 47 I 6717 A0 (208 corruption [ FIY TR |
Corruption 9377 F{33ts1 J2re suggestion g | w3 sjate corruption
I8 T o feai o efiee, f$% @2 corruption v (g wiw g3
corruption (FHLF 37 79 ©iF fwz) wiAwCS afeats frm cztm w1 fatzg
@ 547 TIeD FARI wEICA ARy, 12 t2g AT AW frre—3ch ww B
74, 9fH3 oace v © dfds 5f7 frm | 72 32 of@ AMta @ @mig oriea
GEg (G I8 BATI P TAe T C2flA ¢ 9T AT e cuae qm9
Qraeica s 0z 9lte @ 9ift @bl AntTe Sifve AfRIS e —wimiE s
FHIAT {751 Ra @t 2t [Rowdis epata AR At | QtaF0 9f wifes graficy
T el sAfard” FfFa3 St AAfAg FOARI F9S | A% @30k a9g oy F0AZ
st CACF AFCEl G9zEl 4T | DAL RV T 5IFA ST sreain o1 @
1799 2199 Afary (srds AFET 2 (S FE) T 9T ARy Ilae IfF
Atz Atz Tefs < @iz i A0S W29 Al e G ot 23
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ofF fazl w91 201 ant vz @ dlgzal S I o zem
digeal FfF F[{ fren  fatfn ola =1 s agza FAG @
TR zn ofen age wfdm =@ aics fEie” oftd 9igwd Ihe
atfEEcs 9= 4 otelt Atz oF FEtee ot @ Atta | qeAgdl aizace
AR @ AR A o5 FF fice, A Affs seatan [t A=At o oo,
o difi's 1 Rate f:fem atqcz g ¢y 51 a9 afifes o 29
CNRNTT, -cot ez fav4 gFean At+ta, oo T T | Tit  &&AlE oot
FIAF TFE 47 oig 9 ai3ey wedts warm Taizac R azd 1 O FRTd @
Tl fats siym =7 fotd sl ol 1 f{Ecs azgd wsid Aot 3oy
1 fF=tes alzss 74 waifs oy oot =T Afgz TS Ffabe 4ifF ITws om;
FRE “At7 At Ace cora AqEF G1F AR ¢ FA AR 2 ST AT 3
BIFIRT AT A= 7T 41 =4 |

| wi% Piow Bieiwa wi=a 491 suggest Fiatg @ FAfC2 A2 self indepen-
dent wf<ta o1 #f3 Afcst 1 Fwalgd Aiforel 9FE AR TR GeEg
i (It 5aFIRT @Sch Wi Sowes 23 At @ codEts [k wife A s
CIECh wifor qga e TAAls (20 (SF SFAfS AT ACS Aufrsadie
wifs a1 oiEch rqrese oA TR e @M STl 3 off gy
9983 599 #4191 Grow More Food Campaign b#1Z 93 909 98l q¢ sty Bf,
el T8l 2199 5fF 1 779 (A9 AR cdfE 2y ©F weAwe? AT 9fen oy wiy
A7 (215 @ RwATs wfewE Al il (79 7 T A TS, OIF Avatyam
(TSI BAFICaR BT T A 2[TorF pAFiaa @xehl S 23 AR o7 g
&%) A% AT AT TS 4T TRCAE AR ZA | BAFIA T QI BIF Fifig |
It wpaty FtaTd? afiom At ARAT (2R | SIS A TIE afem gppyry
M2y @ Slawe 7 fow? @4l frrgfe ate slasiatd =A%Za FEE 1 7 samgy
TS 29 @ifiT s @2 agraz 9= 9839 faficg fi 1A AtISTE I ity o
feF 9T SigatE Awcen 5aFid (6Bl F4l T‘Ul

ST A Aa) 72 PAfcE WHieTdl ATS AR AEES 4T AG FiRges
At | Rrds @ Atddm gEe et U T @ A R 7 g,
1 ciffes) 1 9fs wisfs w4 | 979 g7t T o CORIEE R Bl EEilaeic
(Fieat o gasitg gaiaa e (5ff o TAFIT Z0AS TH T A =4
TGaMa oo Wt i) il w7 FadiE R ofT IIAAT T TR fafy,
F(73 adtn 701 Swic Folaapit T9A9 Rationd F10TT 799 FRI0T 1 qerqqpay
T AN Fiacd cacacE 4, (94, GfT TAFE, IR WA Al
TR 2t o, of 9t (@ AT AR T2 | RI9ME. Fopagit
T AMNGTZT W3l 4179, AGTT FIHR (AR FX AT AT | wfqates
(9%t=1F9 rfs Ration @f5 =3 3 ite, o7 @iwis st af3gs A3ltstat=ntg
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TTE SIS AT bfAa FHavet 2tz +fF fm =0m 231 AedEErSE @3]
SHfIb! ST TBIT W2TH FrTEa 7a=a B |

FAf6T (oA BT (12 @tF UFE | WlFAN Aw=7 Ration wteraty afe
BATIRT TIHT A1 B (STRCA 92 F AToAT 23 @ fFeut ST wisee Ffa4
ARt aiF ol p2dim atsty mfa AMBmi oEwEd T3, savlas At
fatara T3 AT 2[FT st 9fs oty fof s et fTeadt staics s
AT AT S (OEtETT Wl W TR A s fFfire w2 ated )

19 AE FeAlRs wicg afw cota a1, sk @A W @ Fieds o Totq
ueid | ffEE A A areg el e e 5w die o
AT ATEREACT Fieotta Ady - =eaia @S T o= ot T FTAF
QA @R FAR AT el {3 Fravel ofF cEcTe AT TR crd AMZTZ St A
- ferarel Wtz @ore @1 Stater Jete FHacd a G139 A5 B AT Az =t g

T4 Tl 7ata oo FaRet e W), Textile e = 3fH =7, @) 12 9fx
A 9iF B [’ | acawa FaEls w4 ot 9t s Z3] Atz &t
fElEE A w1 oitr 93 wus foytn e wfms dtta, w=faws ifca )

T=faea, a2 faeg wfi I I w92 e @ FHeote e ot Ftact Ttaez
T 2RI 412 gl |

- 13 FAlTS BTBlS TG T w1 FHEAa Fifics cafom AT 50, 1% TS
©iF unlawful 9f% declare a1 257 | 9tz unlawful declarations 524+
(X AR 2M2F TeITE 93 1 A=z A siwa SAans Efemats ta olfga —araal
CNe 7 afswete wtin @i | Fretar TwEie S FEW @ o TEe
Spinners Association 1 unlawful I declare 3f7 73t 77 T wfF
Spinninga  fafits Ry fefem (hear, hear). @2 f=ltF3 taey wtard
self sufficiencya = | % Wt wca %17 paica =ce Alcz 9% Frefts i

M At qt5wa gt wstacra 53 i3z fafirs o2 53w | @2 ah
T T2 AT FN WS fifics o =& |

[Srijut Hem Chandra Hazarika, M.L.A., spoke in Assamese,
gave a picture how the villagers are being deprived of the essent
such as sugar, kerosene, thread for spinning, etc., He stressed u
to remove these grievances gradually.]

In his speech he
1al ycommodities
pon Government

Dewan TAIMUR RAZA CHOUDHURY: M;. Speaker, Sir, food problem
is the most important question of the day. The report of an impending famine
from all quarters has made the public mind very une 5

: asy, Unfortunately the
outturn of the last Aman crop has been very unsatisfactory on accoun of drought
the prospect of the Boro crop is also not good. Naturally the Poor people are at

a loss how to protect themselves and their families from the coming famine. In

the circumstances it is urgently necessary that the Government should take timely
measures to combat the famine,

It is reported that inspite of a large number of Rice Cont
sands of maunds of paddy are being daily exported to Be
This should- be checked with an iron hand. 'Th
subordinate rice control staff
allow enormous quantities of
remuneration from the dealers.

rol Officers, thou-
ngal from this Province

! °re cannot be any doubt that the
are in league with the paddy dealers and they
paddy to be carried to Bengal on receipt of illegal

It is reliably learnt that they get a fixed amount
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for every maund of paddy or rice carried to Bengal. The Government sh((;ulc;_
take the help of the leading public living in the bordering places instea i_0
relying on the Checkers and Rice Coontrol Sub-Inspectors alone who are no}: rlcctlg
from malpractices. Besides this, itis also necessary that Government shou
purchase all surplus stock of the cultivators at a fair and reasonable Ff‘ce'
With the stopping of export, the price of paddy will naturally fall and the dcﬁ.twa.—
tors will not be able to export their surplus stock which will entail hardship 03
them. It is therefore necessary that ‘Government should fix the minimum an
maximum price of paddy and rice at an carly date.

Next to food-grains comes the question of cloth, the supply of which also lls
far from satisfactory. People in many places are not getting cloth._ The female
folk cannot come out of their houses for want of necessary cIothmg_s. In th?_
villages people are required to come from great distances to get their supply o
cloth. The dealers do not sell these cloths at a fair price and that also af'tc':r
refusing several times. The illiterate masses do not know how to make their
grievances known to the authorities. . Itis the duty of the Government to see that
the poor villagers get their due quota of cloth from the dealers regularly.

There is sufficient stock of Atta, flour, sugar and salt, etc, in the country, and
though thousand of maunds of these commodities are rotting in Government
godowns,
there is no justification for withholding these articles from the public.

. The question of kerosene is more acute than afiything else. The supply is
quite inadequate and insufficient. Morc increase in supply of kerosene is essent;za:]ly
necessary. The present Government is full of promises and professions forl doing
good to the public, particularly to the poor masses. Let them rise to the occasion
and remove the difficultics of the poor. And in that case alone they will be able
to earn the confidence and the blessings of the public. ;

With these few words, I support the Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : M. Speaker, Sir, in lending my
whole hearted support to the Motion I shall only be repeating what has already
been stated on the floor of the House by a number of speakers. Tt is a well
known fact that there is an acute shortage of the commodities under discussion.

: § regards food-stuffs, although the supply does not appear to be scarce, yet
the steady rise in the prices of rice and paddy in many parts of Assam, will convince
any observer that hard times are ahead. There is already scarcity of food in FOmE
parts of India and an outhreak of famine in any other part of India will have it
Immediate epercussion on Assam, Sir, on account of the uncertainties under
which people” haq to labbur duri'ng the duration of the war, lasting as it did
nearly for 6 years, the domestic cconomy of almost every family has been upset,
Ins_pnc of the Grow-More-FOOd Campaign there was shortage—I Sh_ou]d say a
SSons. fond i ehortagtuni oo every country of the world, belligerent or
non-belligerent, The pity is that the agricultural countries of the world seem to
have suffered more than the industrial countries. There was the famine in Honan
m China where 4 Population of 5 million starved for years. Coming to India,
Heaven alone knows the exact number of victims in one of the worst tragedies
recorded in history.  The number of deaths ranged from the official figure of one
and a half mjlljop to half a million, the unofficial figure is about 5 millions inclusive
of those who dieg from the after effects of famine. It is horrible to imagine the
plight of the People of the famine stricken areas. Sir, it is surprising to see that
the famine appeareq in India in spite of the fact that there were no earthly reasons
such as failure of rains, hailstorms, floods and earthquake which usually cause
famines. If famip,e means want of food. India can never be said to be free from it,
Prom. figungs to hand appears that 80 to 90 million tons of food-grains are
required to maintain the population of this country, India produces annually as

they are not being supplied to the people. Now that the war is over,,
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much as 60 to 70 million tons of food-grains; making allowance for what little is

exported, what is used as seeds and what for feeding cattle, all that is left is some
50 million tons of food-grains.

In the course of his speech in the Central Assembly on the discussion of the
famine in Bengal in 1943, Sir Azizul Haque put the figure at 51 million tons. He
further added that 51 million tons of food-grains was necessary to maintain the adult
population of the country. What about the rest, Sir ? In a country deemed to
be predominantly agricultural there is an annual shortage of 40 million tons of food-
grains. There are thus millions of people who have to go hungry and it is said that
60 per cent. of the population are well fed and 40 per cent. are ill fed in view of the
annual shortage of food in the country. In view also of the fact that half the popu-
lation of the world is going sooner or later to be threatened by a famine and unless
at least 2 million tons of food-grains according to expert, is imported into India in
the course of the next 13 months, I am afraid another calamity of a'much worse
type and far greater in intensi ty is likely to overtake us.

If there is a famine in any part of India, as I have already stated and as it
is known to the hon. Members, it will have its immediate reaction on other parts
of the country. That will as well at once raise prices of food-stuffs sky-high and
since producers are there to produee for no other reason cxcept to make profit,
no step or steps however strong taken by Government - will stop the export of

-commodity to places of scarcity where higher prices are expected. Speculators
must be already busy calculating ways and means whereby they may make for-
tunes.  Sir, we know what the profiteers did in Bengal during the terrible famine.
The speculators are already busy calculating ways and means by which they can
amass money. We also know from the Report of the Famine Commission of Bengal
that per victim of the famine the hoarders and profiteers made a profit of Rs. 1,000,
In view of this, Sir, T think we should now warn the Government of Assam
to take all possible steps so that should, God forbid, any famine break out in
any part of India we may not have to suffer again as we did in 1943,

As regards other commodities, »z., coal, fuel, kerosene and cloth, much has
been already said by a number of speakers on the floor of this House. I, myself,
am in receipt of a number of letters from people of many villages of my
constituency complaining of the serious shortage of cloth and kerosene and the
great difficulties to which they are being put for want of these. I, therefore,
request Government to take urgent and necessary steps for the supply of these
commoditics to' the people of villages and those of the towns as well.
Sir, mere transfer of one officer

: er from one place to another will’
not help to combat corruption which is so rampant in our Province. I

congratulate the Governmen}t' upon secking and obtaining the co-operation of the
people of different communities in the dri

> _ . ve against corruption. We will be
watching with the greatest interest the steps tha

t are being taken by Government
to combat corruption.

 With these few words I lend my whole hearted support to the Motion moved
by my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury and commend it to the
serious consideration of the hon. Members of the House, 0

Maulavi ABDUL, KHALEQUE AHMED :
subject and T do not like to add anything more.
idea of the situation prevailing in Dharmapassa,

Sir, much has been said on the
1 want just to give a picture and
Derai and Jamalganj.
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I want to read out one telegram and two letters which have been received by
me very recently. The telegram runs:—

“Abdulkhaleque, Assembly Member, Shillong. Hailstorm totally dﬂrcfllf;gc:
~ Buro crop, Circle No.22 Dharampassa thana. Immediate gratuitous relief and loa
prayed.

Chintaharan Chakravarty, Pirijpur.  Abdulhckim, Hulaskheli. P. O.

Dharampassa.” A Ictter received yesterday written on the 26th March reported
as follows :—

“ofT RS TEEn A oF tom Wfmtr wAqiz 8 wEwlT A wEioE
T ST C=A19R 27 1 @Aty @z qep) fala 22t 4tF 1 @ AFA
<ISTT T TAT fom =R Sfem Paieg 1% s oted TR @wAR 4l
APew AT A 715 | o T AR AT 7z TEAT TAAtatad AfoFc
it F15120elen | Aoty v Ti@ o | (v el cr o 25 wiote-
TM0R OIRITS satataceta Sifom atfeats ot a12 | @ 779 @ A9 Therq 479
Ateq Pt fiea Avg 284 |

The Hon’ble the. SPEAKER : How can the hon. Member give these

messages in, this discussion ? -

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEOUE AHMED: This Motion is in connecton
with the scarcity of food and I want to draw the attention of the hon. House
about the scarcity of food in my Constituency.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  On account of hailstorm ? 3
Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: On accoun’ of hailstorm and
other reasons as well, Sy, - The remaining portion of the letter is as follows : —

AN 92 35 Ay gertataTe i AT G T o RS
e FaatsreT | :

AT ST AT i—ofita ot A sten, attei zher, wASTE =tew
THAIZE 2hey, SIS =hed, dte ¥ =rew, ziows zheT, ofaata zhe, SlEEEL
21eq, ofF zheq, otz 21eq, G191 31T @32 Tgtam 2hed 1

(13 En?qﬁa qf"Fﬁﬁ—”

There is anothep letter, Sir, “fow F=7 casta 8hA FEARBrS (38,
285 35, 39, S, 55 w2 s o A g AT TN FYTT 2RANET
CECRCIE (LT TE) @tz '@na’qwrr N FE (ofEig | 22ite 41T F RN
CTIT AIPIF 12| iy T2 T Jerrm wa ol AT fET AMI
2T (TR 21T *firery | wfery 4 loan TeAl WHFNF
TR | OO G ooy afge T A2 | wfFery wien 4ftag AT onea
ATV FHET | ey T A Al gitam g zzAieg oz AT oded -
TG 7ot DI TS b1, fetzsgs @l 4fiw wfics Atfa = 1. F1ad A
21T IS A it s S 94T Gl sfF, Aew, 77 fFM wfi @
FIS B 9 Bran Atvrq =y LG St 419 loan. fite 233 afem A

a}_ﬁ I”
- ‘afzefa 1’
hearing thege things
ive

- repiomnss, I urge upon the Government to® take immediate
> 81VE Proper relief o the people of these affected areas.
With these words, Sir, I resume my seat,

On
steps to
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COMMITTEE

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will hon. Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar speak
today or day after tomorrow ?

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : I may be allowed to speak on
Monday, Sir. :

.

Election of Members to the Assam Text Book Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : . There is a Motion in the name of the
Hon’ble Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. I think, Hon’ble Mr, Baidyanath Mookerjee
will move. :

The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
beg to move that this Assembly do elect five Members to the Assam Text Book
Committee. * : : :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That this Assembly do elect five Members to the Assam Text Book
Committee,”

There is one Amendment in the name of Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that after the word ‘Committee’ the following words be shbstitnted—‘by single
transferable vote’. =

Sir, by moving this Amendment I want to repeat what I said the other day.
My intention is that the minority Parties should also bhe represented in thig
important \ommittee. The single transferable vote will ensure representation
to the minority Parties. This is why I have tabled this Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That after the word ‘Committee’ the following words bhe substituted_.fby
single transferable vote’.”

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA. SARMA: On a point of information, Sir, T
understand that there will be election only of five Members and that th
five candidates for the five seats so far as the Text Book Commi
Lcerned and that there is no more time for any application for such ¢
In view of what the hon. Mover of the Amendment has said, does he
this Rule" should be adopted for future, or for this Session only ?

Babn KAMINI KUMAR SEN: The time fixed for «
for this Text Book Committee i3 aover and so there is no scg
for election.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: May I he pPermitted, Sir, ¢
point out that there is no strict time limit ? It«can_be done &vEn oh e ir, to
day of the election. previous

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I understand, the timfe limit fixed £
receiving applications was till 3 p. m. on the 28_th March, . The hon M?e bef;g
know that some time is required for printing voting papers ang making som mther
arrangements. Of course, if it is the sense of the House ang the Ariendr{;:nt-'
accepted, I have got no objection

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHA e :
no hard and fast rule, Sir, for fixing time. It is only for IhEDCI(-)iIII-\]fI;I" Thl‘;}":hls
hon. Members that the time is fixed, so you can relax the ti Mence oHoRs

me,
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Only this morni
n
clected 1t Road Commaniondon Bosc Aoy Moo i Members o
vacancy rémained, so I do not see any reason why this , i
particular case. 5 rule should be relaxed in a

ere are only
ttee is con-
andidature,
mean that

ul)m?ttin‘g applications
Pe for further names
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The fact of the matter is this that I had to
announce the names because there was no other Motion l)efox_‘e me. At the
present moment I do not know what attitude the Hon’ble Minister would take
up. Let us hear him. : X ¢

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I am sorry I cannot

L

agrec.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the Hon’ble Minister want time? We

can put it off for Monday. I can only accommodate Government to that extent. .

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : There is no question of relaxation
of thisrule. I may mention that the hon. Members from the Opposition
withdrew their candidature only yesterday. If they have withdrawn, there cannot
be any question of relaxation. - ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is one view of thc,: matter, Thcrclxs
yet another. ‘I'he Hon’ble Premier is not here noris Hon’ble Mr. Das, who
18 in-charge of the Legislative Department, 1n the Hopse. There is some
difference of opinion. May 1 take it that it is the sense of the House that the
matter may be kept pending till Monday next ? (Voices : Yes)

The matter stands over till Monday.

(Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury rising to speak) : T

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It is the practice in all Leglslaturcs{ ax_ld it is
found in May’s Parliamentary procedure also that after a final reply is given by
the person who is entitled to have his final say, no discussion shon_xld be _ralscd.
It is for future guidance. I would request the hon. Members in their own
intérests to observe this convention.

Government Motion ¢ extension of the term of the Agricultural
Marketing Scheme

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZEMDAR: ; I\tf{f SX;??Z?B& uS:;i
I beg to move that this House approves that the term ol the :
Marketing Scheme which will expirr)g on the 31st March, 1946 be extended till
the ejnd of the year 1946-47, d

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : ; ok ; .

“That this House approves that the term of the Agr‘;czltu!ﬁl tl.\im;lﬁz;mgf
Scheme which will expire on the 31st March, 1046 b6 exICHED, e - 3
ithe year 1946-47 .’ s

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : The Hon’ble
explain why he wants this extension. : }

! The Hon'ble Maulavi O MATLIB MAZUMDAR : If thethon:
Member wants I may explain the reasons. g

Mr. Speaker, SirB: wé find that this Marketing Scheme Wash,s‘ﬁ[tzgn;_fgrc“g
long time ago on the urge of the Government of India w 1cf As'sal utle
a handsome amournt for the purpose and the Govemme{}\tr Oﬁ d thm i
contributed a good amount and the scheme was started, = ‘YWe Hn at this
scheme has received extension of life year after year. LissexISIenec & Contmue.d
by the previous Government. From this we can very Wd.l presumeithar Bless' iy
proved useful to the Department of Agriculture, unless 1t-gave 2 good account
of itself and unless it was shown that the money spent-on 1t was well laid out,
one cannot suppose that the Government would have given it a lease of life year
after year till to-day. .

I find, Sir, that it was supported by no less mature heads than the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition, the then Prime Minister and hon. Maulayi Munaw-
war Ali, the then Minister in-charge in 1942-43 sponsored this very Motion on
the floor of the House,

Minister must first

Minister.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Sir, I was not in-charge. I was the Revenue
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~it. As regards the scheme for

‘the amount has decreased
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: It is on record
that the hon. the Leader of the Opposition and Maulavi Munawwar Ali were very
very enthusiastic in order to have it passed in this House. It isclear on the
record that there was no opposition from the Opposition side. So we can very
well take it that this scheme has been extended so long with the unanimous
support of the whole House. From the Report of the Marketing Officer for 1945
we can find that this scheme has been rendering valuable service to the people
in general of this Province and in particular to the agriculturists.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : They report in their own favour.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : It may be.
The Hon’ble the SPEARER : Is it admissible ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : It may be tested
by cross examination, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: May I enquire what proportion is contributed
by the Local Government and what proportion by the Government of India?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL. MATLIB MAZUMDAR : In 1944-45 the
money spent was Rs. 31,316 and the Government of India’s contribution - was
Rs. 5,500 only. . At the beginning the Government of India gave us a larger
amount, but as years went on it was their policy to gradually reduce the amount
and to throw it on the Provincial Government. So we find from the speech ot
hon. Maulavi 'Munawwar Ali which he delivered on the floor of this House
on the 23rd February, 1940 as the then Minister-in-charge of Agriculture :
‘“So far as the expenditure for the period from the 1st February to the 31st March
is concerned” i.e., for the year 1940-41, ‘this can be met by reappropriation
from the Budget of the Director of Agriculture and there is no difficulty about
development of marketing in the Province is
concerned it is essential and it is a truism that needs no reiteration from me, and

we should be thankful for the generosity of the Government of India tor the
proposed contribution of Rs. 1,500 next year”.

So, Sir, we find that in the year 1941-42 the contribution was Rs. 1,500, but

gradually and we do not know what amount they will

contribute this year. But anyhow, Sir, we have seen that the hon. Members, both

on theOpposition side as well as this side, were all very enthusiastic about advanc-

ing the cause of agriculture by bringing in improved method of marketing.

Unless a scheme like this is retained the improvement of this Department will
be much hampered.

Then, Sir, from the Report of the working of this Section we find that the
Section proved very useful to the Department and we have also seen the testi-
mony of the hon. Leader of the Opposition and the other hon. Members about
its usefulness in promoting the cause of agriculture. My recommendation will be
that this scheme be adopted and steps be taken for its implementation so that the

improvement in agriculture, which we all visualise, may be achieved in the near
future.

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the
House.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble Minister

RS kindly enlighten
us what was our contribution -in 1942 when the Government of Tridiateh dontiis
bution was Rs. 1,500 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR :  Tha¢ wil] take
some time to find out. We spent in 1945-46 Rs. 35,308 and the current year’s

estimate is for Rs. 38,623, and we do not know whether the Government of
India will contribute anything this year. ,
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Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to movg
that for the words and figures ““ till the end of the year 1946-47 **, the words an
figures ¢ till the 30th June 1946 be substituted. A

At the very outset I may be allowed to say that this scheme has found scant
favour on the floor of this House. The Hon’ble Minister in-charge was quite
wrong when he said that all tections of the House were enthusiastic over the
scheme in the previous years. From the report itself T will show that the Euro-
pean Group as well as the Independent Group, which was in Opposition during
the regime of the last Ministry, opposed this scheme roundly. Sir, the hon.
Members are aware that according to the recommendation of the Royal Com-
mission on Agriculture the Government of India sanctioned a sum of two lakhs
of rupees for a five-year scheme to be adopted by the Provincial Governments.
The Government of Assam received a sum of Rs.50,000 for this period as their

quota. After these five years, this scheme was extended at the first instance for
two years, and from that time it is being extended from year to year. 5,

Sir, from what I understood from the speech delivered by the Hon'ble Minis-
ter in-charge, I presume that he could not find time to study the scheme. His
idea is that this scheme aims at improvement of agriculture, but in fact this
scheme aims at finding out reasonable market for our agricultural produces. The
main intention with which the scheme was started was for furnishing information
on marketing to the interested officers and private parties, and also securing
facilities from the transport agencies for movement of agricultural ‘commodities at
concessional rates. It was also the intention to improve the packing of perishable
commodities, particularly fruits. Sir, I beg to submit that all these intentions
have not been fulfilled. “The marketing scheme has not been conducted on proper
lines and no appreciable result was derived. Sir, in the year 1944, a similar
Motion was moved on the floor of the House.

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED : May we know, Sir, how long
shall we sit ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : May I know the sense of the House whether
we should rise now, or should finish this subject ?

(4 Voice: We may sit up to half past four.)

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But will this be finished by half past four ?
I understand hon. Members may not like to sit beyond half past four, :

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Could you not apply guillotine at 25 minutes past
four to Mr. Abdul Bari’s Amendment, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There is no rule by which T could do so.
Moreover this is an important item, as a good amount of money is going to be
spent on this scheme. The Hon’ble Minister did not state what are the agricul-
tural commodities which need marketing outside the Province to-day and what
are the agricultural produces which require to be moved out of this Province
for sale for which a market is to he sought and found in these times. I should
therefore think that the hon. Members should have time for debate, but I shall
act according to the sense of the House.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: I was submitting that in the
year 1944 when a similar Motion was moved on the floor of this House, my hon.
Friend, Mr. Mookerjee, remarked : ¢ Now, Sir, badly conceived, badly matured,
badly manned and badly run does this marketing organisation deserve a fresh
lease of life? I leave it to the hon. Members of this House; let me see whether they
can with their conscience wide awake support the Motion. Sir, I again appeal
to the Hon’ble Minister to withdraw his Motion and to utilise the money that
has been provided under this head for some other purpose which will really be
beneficial to the cultivators for whom he is trying to push through this Motion.”
This is what Mr. Moekerjee said. There is another remark made by hon,
Mr. Blennerhassett which is as follows : ¢ I do not wish Government to take what
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[ have said as in any form of censure but rather as helpful suggestion: but I do
urge the vital necessity of stopping this Dapartment in its present form and
deviating the money to some other beneficial employment.” The Minister-in-
charge will realise from what I have quoted, that this scheme did not find any
favour from the hon. Members. The argument that -as this scheme has been
rencwed year after year and it should again be extended, is untenable. Sir,-
originally the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research was bearing a good por-
tion of the cost, but from the last year they have totally stopped this contribution.
We are spending in the current year as much as Rs,35,000. According to the
Hon’ble Minister, a still bigger sum of Rs.38,000 has been provided for the next
year.. Sir, my submission is that this big sum of money is not bringing any corres- -
ponding gain to the Province. Excepting undertaking grading of oranges and
pincapples this Department  has done no plausible work in the past. Under the
circumstances there is no justification to continue it for another year. So I have
put an Amendment to extend the sche me up to the 30th June only, My intention
is that by this time Government will find enough scope to absorb those who are
employed under the Marketing Scheme.

Sir, with these words, I press my Amendment for acceptance by the
Hon’ble Minister.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved:

¢ That for the words and figures © till the end of the year 1946-47 °, the words
and figures ¢ till the 30th June 1946 ’* be substituted”’. :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Mz, Speaker, Sir,
unless it is supposed that change of seat causes a change of mind, mentality and
policy I must take it that some of the hon. Members of the Opposition support
the scheme very enthusiastically. Sir, so far as the Report on the scheme goes, thig
Department is improving year after year. In this respect it is necessary for me
to read out a portion of the speech of the hon. Leader of the Opposition
which he made while he was the Prime Minister, in order to clear the doubts of
the hon. Mover of the Amendment. These remarks were made in connection
with_the continuation of the scheme for the year 1940-41. He said: « M
Speaker, Sir, I speak from my personal experience. of - Calcutta markets for aé
hon. Members know, I generally repair to Calcutta when I am shorn of poli,tical
duties here. At one time, Calcutta used a big amount of Assam oranges which
were mistakenly known as Sylhet oranges although the oranges really come from
the Khasi Hills. But on account of better trade facilities from the Central Pro-
vinces where the people, with the help of Government had started orange cul-®
tivation, Calcutta markets for the Assam-grown oranges became practically non
existent. Similarly in Assam we grow a variety of pineapple which goes ]3)} i1 4
name of Joldhup pineapple—very good colour, perfectly  golden o i 11?
flavoured, but very small in size. This kind of pineapple used to be v twe
Calcutta, but it could not capture the attention of the consumers. '11]1]_-0&2? ltO
efforts of the Agriculture Department in Assam the other variety which 5. gl h the
as ‘ Giant Kew * and another variety the technical name I have for T
but which is brought from Manilla, has been grown throughoy the Ig"-go.“en’
specially at a place known as Akbarpur in Maulvibazar subdivision -1(3\!1111‘:?,
our new colony at Barpathar. In order to push the sale of these ,1 and in
the Government of 1937—rather 1938, deputed one of our Marketiﬁ (p)gicap.ples,
open a stall in the New Market in Calcutta better known as Sir ggt. 'Cellft L0
Market. I can say from my personal experience that some of these E (.u.a” 088
were selling there at the rate of one rupee each and there was S fl?‘mt Kewf
the facility that was provided, a regular supply and better packi accopntl &
Assam-grown pineapples and they have had a ready market ip C'almgtt-of ]1_[1(;‘-?15
Members will be glad to hear that the pineapples grown in ot I?éiv]r;l_gpene(j
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Barpathar colony obtained the highest gold medal in the Lucknow e;:tlélrlsﬂ_tf?{llé
Our Marketing Staff has introduced two methods amongst our esne rn eIy
first one is of grading and the second one of packing. It may be news imply for
that our growers generally do not get the same price for the produce : Hcl.:t il
want of proper grading, they put the whole stock in a lump,—the sm] 3 ;)riCE-
biggest and the medium sized all in one bunch so to say and they get a lo B
- If the same consignment is graded according to its size then they Gele, as i
price. Similarly our exporters do not know how to cxport these lusciou Sy
like pineapples and oranges. Some fruits were sent to me, not as my C:l’i;r Y
as the Premier, but as ordinary citizen of Calcutta from Asg.am and I Was ir}) be
ed at the difference that had been made in the way of PaCk}ng- It will aga ke
news to many of our Friends that pineapples and other fruits even though stotcl:] 2
in crates, thanks to the efforts of the transport coolies, if they do not handle
cautiously they get rotten and smashed”’. :
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : 1 think that will do. T am then putting the
Amendment as a question.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Is it not a fact that we have got
no Marketing Officer in Calcutta for'the last two years P -

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I may point out t_hat th-e
circumstances have changed now. During the last few ‘yeais the fruits were
consumed in Assam due to the war but now the war having ended fruits will have
to be sent to Calcutta.

Maulavi MUDABBIR .HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Owners of fruit gardens
will invariably support it.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : In view of what has been said by
the Hon’bie Minister of Agriculture, I am not going to press my Amendment and
beg leave of the House to withdraw it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has the leave of the
House to withdraw his Amendment.

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, I am putting the Motion as a question.

T . -. : ;

o l}fzhgtu C:l?i(;ulﬁousc approves that the term of the Agricultm:al Ma.rkctmgf
Scheme which will expire on the 31st March, 1946 be extended_ till the end o
'the year 1946-47.”

The question was adopted.

House Commyittee M/eeting

7
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : As regards the business of the House Com-
mittee, I would request hon, Members of the House Committee to he pleased to
come up to the Speaker’s Chamber for a couple of minutes for adjustment of
certain matters, We propose to take up the Motion regarding extension of hostel
accommodation on Monday next. :

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned til] 11 A.M. on Monday, the 15t April 1946.

SHILLONG :

A K. BARUA,
The 28ih May 1, 1946,

Secretary, Legislatiy e Assembly, Assam.



