Proceedings of the First Session of the Second Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of India
Act, 1935. :

| 0
_ Th- Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 2 p.M. on Friday,
ihe 29th’ March 1946. ) . S

PRESENT:

The Hon’ble Mr. Debeswar Sarmah, Speaker, in the Chair, six Hon’ble .
" linisters and eighty-six Members. ' '

.. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED VQUESTIQNS
(To which -oral answers were .givcn)
Introduction of imyroved imglements an(i ‘methods of cu)tivation -
fMaulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR asked:

*24. Will the Hon’ble Mjnister-ln-cha;ge be pleased to state—

(a) The names and places in the Pfovince where improved implements

- . . . and improved methods of cultivation had been introduced by the
‘ Department of Agriculture ?

() Whether the Hon’ble Minister has any scheme on the point ?

(¢) Whether the How’blé Minister has any scheme for reorganising the
Agriculture Department to make it more useful ? '

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

24. (a)—Improved implements like western plough, Planet Junior Hand
Hoe, some gardening implements and sugarcane crushers have -been introduced
throu’gho'ut the Province. As for the improved methods of cultivation demonstra-
tions with manures in the proper spacing of crops, in number of seedlings per
hole in the case of paddy, in economic seed rates and with improved seeds were
carried out in 3 great number of cultivator’s -fields throughout the Provinge.
Enumeration of these will involve great delays and extra labour. N
(b)—There is no specific scheme on the point but the Department
ded for an Agricultural Engineer to invent and to introduce improved
implements and has Seed Distribution Scheme for distributing improved seeds
and Manure Distribution Scheme for giving manures at concessivnal rates,

has provi

t(Puc by Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury on authorisation.)
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(¢)—The Agricultural Department has recently been rcorganised z_md
will be reorganised to prove useful to the Agriculturists in general including
those in remote villages.’ :

TMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : With regard to question No.24(a),
;nqyé l;now the names of the places where those implements have been intro-
uced ? .
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : I have already
asked for the names of the places. These are being collected by the Department.
These will be sent to the hon. Member when received.

- tMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May I know whether improved
implements have at all been introduced in any place ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : The answer is
already given. -
tKhan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May I have
one or two names, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : I wanted the
- names from the Department but the names have not yet been supplied to
me. ;
'['Malilavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : MY question iS, Si[‘, Whether these
have been tried in any place ? :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Department is collecting th d
‘the names will be given when obtained. The Hon’ble Ministerghascsa?c?rtrllf;t th
names have not yet been supplied.
TMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :  What does the Hon bl M fiafer
mean by ‘improved implements’ ? Are they scientific implements ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: It is a question of opinion,
‘improved implements’ are sufficiently indicative.
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : The answer is

there. Improved implements are Western plough, Planet Junior Hand Hoe, some
gardening implements and sugarcane crushers. s

fMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Does the Hon’ble Ministe

intend to introduce power pumps for reorganising the Department ?

the

The words

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : | s : :
is a contemplation in the Department to introduce implements like :}‘;i};?ose there

fMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Dgeq 1y
cultivation of paddy only ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MA ;
o n ZUMDAR : Not paddy
fMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : What else »

€ mean by ‘cultivation’,

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR -
Rabi crops, i.e., winter season crops.
tMaulavi ABDUL BARI. CHAUDHURY : Does it include jute and

ptato ?
: The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Certainly it
includes potato. As regards jute I am not sure.

To improve

= *Speech not eorrected.
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tKhan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Will the -

Hon’ble Minister please state whether pump machines have been supplied to-Boro

areas in Sunamganj Subdivision ? N

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : None has been
supplied as yet. .

- {Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: May I understand from the hon.
Questioner, what he means by pump machinery ? . C

"1Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: The hone.
Member may consult the Dictionary. .

s Contracts for carrying gravels under the P, W. D.

1Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked :

*25. {a) Is it a fact that all large contracts for carrying gravels under the
Public Works Department are given at first instance to the Assam Transport
alone unless in any particular case they decline to execute the same ?

() Is it a fact that,in some cases in which the Assam Traﬁéport declin-
ed to execute particular contract works themselves, they nominated the Allied
Transport with request to Government to give the latter preferential considera.
tion ? . ,

(¢) If so, will Government be pleased to state what action was taken
thereon ? '

(@) Is it a fact that the rate allowed to the Assam Transport is ‘much

higher than the rates allowed to others in such cases ? ‘
(¢) Will Government be pleased to state the reason for giving higher

‘rate to the Assam Transport and a lower rate to private contractors ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

25. (a)—Yes. ’

(5)—The Provincial Motor Transport Controller allotted
the Barpeta Subdivision to the Allied Transport. There was no req
preferential treatment. E ' .

(¢) Allotment of the haulage to Allied Transport was not accepted.
The Executive Engineer was instructed to make his own arrangements by calling
for tenders and/or accepting rates not in excess of those agreed to by the Rates
and Wages Board. - A

. (d) & (e)—Yes. But rates must vary accordin

haulage in
uest to give

g to the nature of the

eir own affairs are usuall
in a position to offer lower rates ad hoc than an official 4

Transport which must pay its way in the interest- of the general tax-payer and
was created in order to ensure the existence of transport under full control for all
purposes for Government work. .

tMaulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF? May I know whether Srijut Mahendra-
e questio ..

Kameswar Das ? n on behalf of Srijut

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Hon. Srijut Kameswar Das has left a

written authority to put the question by Srijut Mahendramohan Choudhury and

. under the rules this is allowed. *

~ {Speech not corrected ]
Put by Srijut Mahendramohan Choudhury on authorisation, o

Organisation like Assam
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Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Did I understand the Hon’ble Minister to
have said that higher rate was paid in the interest of the general tax-payer ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes. It must pay its way in
the interest of the general -tax-payer.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble Minister please enlighten the
House who are connected with the Assam Transport business ?-

The Hon’ble Rev, J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I understand that the
Assam Transport was started in the year 1942, but I cannot say who are its
members or who are connected with it. It is a Government business, I am
informed

Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: With regard to question
No.25 (a), it appears from the answer that all the contracts were given to the
Assam Transport. Does not the Hon’ble Minister think that by this method
other private cnter-prises will be killed and the interests of other contractors
will suffer ? :

The Hon’ble Rev.].]. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That isa question of opi-
nion,

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Does the Hon’ble Minister say that other
concerns did not agree to carry gravels at a lower rate ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I did not say that.

- Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: If any private concern come forward to carry
gravels at a lower rate will Government consider the desirability of giving them
contract ? 3 :

The Hon’ble Rev.]. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That will be considered,
Sir. p
: Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Will Government cogsider the cases of pri-
vate compani .nif it affects the Assam Transport :

ET}?e I;?S:Flsglsvle{ne:z. f].j‘ M. NICHOLS-ROY: We shall see, Sir, what
can be done. ; : . : :

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: If it in the contemplation of Govern-
ment to do away with the Assam Transport : ;

The Hon’blz Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Iam not ina position to
reply to this question, as Assam Transport does not come under my port-
folio. _ _

Maulavi ABDUL- HAMID: May Iknow from the Hon’ble Minister who
are running the Allied Transport ? '

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: 1 myself wanted this infor-
mation, but all the information I could get was that the Allied Transport isa
private concern somewhere in Barpeta.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Ma'z’ F know the special reasons for’ giving
preferential treatment to this Allied Transport.?

The How’ble Rey.].J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: 1 have already said, Sir
that whatever information I counld get has been placed before the House, 1 i

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Have Government any information when was the
Allied Transport started ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M, NICHOLS-ROY: It was started during the
time of the last Government ; beyond that I cannot say anything. g
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Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR -HUSSAIN GCHAUDHURI: May I

know the reasons why Assam Transport recommended the Allied Transport pe
The Hon’ble Rev.]J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have no information

about that. ;
Mr. PRABHUDAYAL HIMATSINGKA : May be because they are allied.
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I don’t know.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table.)

Further Supplementary questions on unstarred guestion No. 85*

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: In the reply
to question No.85, the Hon’ble Minister has stated ‘‘though they already have
their eye on certain- aspects of the situation”. May we know what are those
‘“aspects of the situation’ ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That question was put and answered yes-
terday. L :

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Nfay we know if the Hon'ble Minister wants
to make ita precedent thatin such matters he will form his policy on the
report of the newspapers even if -the Government officers do not submit any
report ?

i The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: I do not understand what
the grievance is. What I said is this ; that Government have seen reports in
newspapers and Government are alive to the necessity thatmay arise of taking
any precautionary steps. No tangible action has been taken in the manner
suggested by the hon. Questioner, It is the duty ot Government to tak_e note
of everything that comes to their notice and be ready " for any eventuality,

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Do
Government realise that this kind of irresponsible and unwise question will have
‘more a tendency of aggravating the situation than easing it ? ” :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, this guestion 1s not permis-
sible. It is not eliciting information but attacking the Questioner.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: But, Sir,
are Government alive to this danger ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Government cannot prevent
any hon. Member from putting such questions. _ :

g Khan Sahib L\’Iaulavi_ NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: I come from Habiganj,
I reside in the Habiganj town.

- The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order. The hon. Member may put
questions, but it is not pc|rmissible for him to make a statement as he is doing now.

Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: Can the hon. Questioner
supply any particular instance of “general lawlessness” at Habiganj ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Yes, Sir; he did try to do so
yesterday.

Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: He cited one instance

" only which appeared in a paper. Can he cite any other instance besides what was
ipublished in ¢‘Palli-bani” a paper not known to any one ?

*SHRI ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked:

85. Do Government propose to consider the snggestion of detailing extra Police to deal
with cases of general lawlessness in Habiganj ? -

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied:

85—Government are not clear what the hon. Member means by ““cases of general lawless-
ness”’. They will have no hesitation in arranging for the provision of extra Police on anv
occasion when they consider it necessary for the preservation of public order. At present they
have noreason to expect affairs to go out of hand in this subdivision, though they already have
their eye on certain aspects of the situation.
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 Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA: I have collected this informations from
various sources and F have got nothing more to add at present. ' .

Dhubri Government High School

Khan Bahadur Maulavi ABUAL MA]JID-ZIAOSH SHAMS asked :
86. Will Government be pleased to state— )
(@) The number of students in the Dhubri Government High School
: in the months of April, December and January 1945 and 1946
separately ? ' ‘
() The number of students in the Gathati Government High School
during the same months as mentioned in question (2) above ?
(¢) Whether it is a fact that for the last several months, the number of
* teachers in the Dhubri Government High School has been only 24 ?
(d) The number of teachers in the Dhubri Government High School
during the iast six months ? .
(¢) Whether it is a fact that for about 500 students in a High English
School, two sections in each class must be maintained ?
(f) Is it a fact that over and above the 28 teachers one additional
teacher is necessary for teaching additional subjects ?
(g) - Whether it is a fact that including the additional subjects 5 teachers
. have been short in the Dhubri Government High School for the
@ last 5 or 6 monthbs ? . . o
(k) Whether it is a fact that for tedching Mechanics and Hygiene 'there
is no teacher at the Dhubri Government High School ?
(¢) If the replies to questions 86 (g) and (k) above are in the affirma-
" tive when do the Government p}l;opos}el to .x;emove the shortage
by appointing er posting more teachers there : o
)] Wheytheg'ptherc i% anypo:)thex'g Government High School in the Province
in which there has been such shortage of teachers at present ?
(k) What is the shortage of teachers due to in the Dhubri Government

~ High School ?~

87. Will G ment be pleased to state— )
(a) Besid::et?e sanctionp::d and the notified holidays on how many days

hubri Government High School.remained closed in 1945 ?
()] Onﬂlllf)\ln? nlxla;; dogys in 1945 the School broke off after some classes

held ? : - . B
(c) Th:v :i:r:s;l:sdwhichled to the closing of the School as stated in questions
87-(a) and () above ? . - . )
(d) The n&glbcr o(f Z:lays on which® full classes were held in the Dhubri
' Government High School in 1945 ?
*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

86. (a)—January 1945 ... 409
April 1945 493
December 1945 ... igg

anuary 1946
(b)-—-}anuary 1945 ... 454
April 1945 506
December 1945 ... 528
January 1946 527
(¢)—Yes. B
(d)—24.

(¢e)—No. Sections are to be maintained having regard to the enrolment

in each class and not on the total enrolment in the school.

*The questions were answered by the Hon’ble Mr. B, K, Das, in the absence of the Hon’ble
Prime Minister.

¥
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(f)—No. The hon. Member is referred to Appendix III at pages
476-17 of the Education Department Rules and Orders. ‘

(g)—No. The school has the required staff, -

(hg—There is a post of Science Master for the purpose.

(¢)—Does not arise. o :

(j)—Yes. Sylhet/Barpeta Government High Schools.

(k)—Does not arise, vide answer to () above.

- Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: With regard to question No.86(k),

may I know whether there is any teacher teaching Mechanics and Hygiene
in the Dhubri Government High School at present ? =

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: The answer is “There isa
post of Science Master for the purpose”, and it appears that there is also an
incumbent in that post. '

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY,: Are we to take it that the
teacher who has been appointed for Science is competent to teach Hygiene ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS- Why not,. Sir; I think
Elements of Hygiene can be taught by a Science teacher. :

Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY : With regard to answer to question
No.86 (i), may we know how many teachers are short in the Sylhet Government

. High School, and for what time ?

) Tlsle Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: I want notice of that ques-
tion, Sir. ' ' o

Srijut  MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY: Do Government propose
to make up the shortage of teachers in the Barpeta High School soon ?

The Hon'ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: If the shortage affects the
quality of teaching Government will certainly appoint more teachers.

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHON CHOUDHURY: Does not shortage
affect the quality of teaching ? ’

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Not always, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: In view of the fact that Syl-
het Government High School is a very important institution, will Government
take immediate steps for filling up the vacant posts ? :

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Government will certainly
consider this, Sir. . ’ ' o

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANT'A KUMAR DAS replied :

87. (a)—17 days.

(6)—2 days. :

(¢)—Reasons for 87 (a) above— ' -
7 days on account of visitors,
6 days on account of Central and Provincial Assembly Elections,
and 4 days on account of Middle School Leaving Certificate and

~ Scholarship Examination.

Reasons for 87 (b) above— .
The School went on strike on account of Subhag Day and Police
Firing in Galcutta on 31st Avugust, 1945 and 23rd November, 1945
respectively. - :

(d)—188 days (from 1st April 1945 to 11th March 1946),

Damages to cultivation by wild elephants in. jaintia Hills

Mr. LARSING KHYRIEM asked:

88. (a) Are Government aware of the damages done to cultivation by wild
elephants in the interior of the Jaintia Hills ?
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(b) 1f so, do Government propose to open Kheda Operation wherever neces:
sary ? '

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J.:M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

88. (a)—Yes ; complaint of damage has already been brought to the notice .

of Government. :

(b)—The matter has been noted for the elephant programme of 1946-47,
which is the earliest season in which fresh hunting operations. can now take
place. 1

Purchasers of cloths (both Textile and Standard) for the Assam Province

Khan Bahadur Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS asked :
89. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Who are the purchasers of cloths (both Textile and Standard) for
the Assam Province ?
(6) Whether those . purchasers have pur‘chased thf:“ ‘Assam  quota
for (i) November 1945, (i) December 1945, (iii) January 1946
and (7v) for February 1946 ? : - =1
(c) If the answer for any of the months specified in question (5' above
be in the negative, what are the reasons for such failure ? :
(d) How much profit per cent. for these purchasers has been fixed ?
(¢) Who are the district purchasers from these provincial purchasers,
giving the names for every district ? - : :
(f) The profit per cent. every district purchaser 1s making for his
purchase, giving the figure for every district ? : R
(g) The profit per cent. each wholesaler is making from these district
urchasers ? X
(k) The profit the retailer is making from these wholt‘salcrs EETAE
(i) Whether it is a fact that for the District of Goalpara and for th:e
Dhubri headquarter station the district purchasers have not %ot their
quota of cloths for (7) November 1945, (ii) December 1945, (ii7)
January 1946 and (iv) February 1946 2~ ~ PRSI
(j) If the answer for any of the months specified in S;umtmn i) above be
in the negative what are the reasons therefore : b
(k) What steps Government propose to take for ﬂo;'(s};Pglzwz CRcHs
purchasing of cloth as stated in questions (b) an ;{ KEaaie (R
90. (a) Are Government aware of the instance of black marketing going
on in Assam with regard to cloths ?
(b) Isit.a fact that Government is contemp
ing of cloths in Assam ? ; LS 47
(¢) If so, when rationing of cloth will be ints 0(_111(3(:3 ;
*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied : =t
89. (¢)—The Textile Supply Company, and the Assam Provincial Co-
operative Textile Supply Society in respect of non-Standard Cloth and the
Government in respect of Standard Cloth. ,
(b)-—Yes. Except a portion of November ar_ld some bales in December,
(¢j—There is no question of complete failure. A part of our quota of
non-Standard - Cloth for November and' December lapsed partly as the goods
offered are found unsaleable and partly due to lack of funds of the Provincial
Co-operative Textile Supply Society. Quota of Standard Cloth did not lapse
and most of the December quota not purchased by the Provincial Society was
revived and purchased by the Textile Supply Company.
(d) % per cent. in respect of non-Standard Cloth.’

lating introduction of ration-

*The questions were answered by the Hon'ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das in the absence of
the Hon’ble Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.
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(r)—Subdivisional Co-operative Wholesale Societies in subdivisions and
nominees of local officers where no such society exist (A list of such nominees 1is
shown below.)

Names of nominees for Disirict Purchasers

1. N. Cachar (Haflong) ... Kalooram & Bros. ... Haflong.
2. Kohima & Mokokchang ... Messrs. P. B. Das & Co. Manipur Road.
3. Ajjal ... ... Messrs. Chottalai Seth Silchar. &
4. Lungleh... ... J. R. Chakravarty Ghittagong.‘
5. Digboi ... ... General Manager, A. O. Digboi.
C. Ltd.
6. Tirap ... ... Political Officer ... Margherita.
7. Garo Hills ... Rai Meghraj Maising Rowmarighat.
Bahadur.
8. Sadiya ... ... .Political Officer ... Saikhowa Ghat.
9. Balipara ... Messrs. Dhanraj Chatur- Lokra.
¢ p sen Jain. ]
10.. Imphal ... i Arts & Crafts Member Manipur Road
' y Stn. .
- (.f )—Previously it was 1 per cent. in case of unopened bales and 1 per

cent. in case of opened bales. It was subsequently raised to a maximum of

" 24 per cent. Subject to issue to retailers at 14} per cent. above the ex-mill

rice.
5 (g)—Subdivisional Societies are usually the only wholesalers and the so-
called wholesalers are treated as retailers. Where wholesalers are functioning,
they are allowed 1 to 2 per cent. profit, the rate varies according to local needs,
(h)—Generally up to 8} per cent.
(1)—No. Dhubri got 357 bales in November, 158 bales in December,

and 162 in January. Goalpara got 98 bales in November, 40 in December and

44 in January. Information regarding F ebruary has not yet been received.
(7)—Does not arise. 2
(k)—Procuring agents have been instructed to purchase. the full quota

excepting the unsaleable and unwanted varieties,

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May I know, Sir, who are the
Directors of the Assam Provincial Co-operative Textile Supply Society »

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : To reply to that
I will have to make certain enquiries from quarters concerned.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHé\UDHURY: Sir,
No. 89 (¢), we find ““Quota of Standard Cloth did not |a :
De(:cmb(er quota not purchased by the Provincial Societg)/sew‘llsldrzgs’t gf thg
purchased by the Textile _Supply Company® and from the an3we1: o9 ved an
No.89 (a},”we Ifind that “11“ respect of* Standard Cloth Government ev?e]-ll'?t;i)l[;

g : 0 S

gﬁ;(:;}?/s%impanyg 1t tat the Standard Cloth was purchased by the Textile

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: This
made by the last Government and we do not know the reason for that

Spiuc LR SEIMIDIBAR. BORAH - Strl Gram (s 4 tion
No 89(c) we find “A part of our quata of non-Standard Cloth for N 2 ql;m‘s lpil
December lapsed partly as the goods offered are found unsaleap)e” ‘_&VEm’ er an
a fact that the goods were purchased under the instruction of G : 2 e ls(_;;}‘nm
who was deputed to Bombay and at much higher price tl(l):em]}?em % 1crcr
price and so those goods were found unsaleable il 1. the oy

The Hon"hl.c Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS .
supplied certain information which Government will
to ascertain whether it is a fact or not. 3

Question, Sir,

from the answer to question

arrangement was

The hon. Member has
take note of and will try



)
i

*Srijut LAKSHMIDHAR BORAH: Sir, in the same answer it is said
that due to lack of funds of the Provincial Co-operative Textile Supply Society a
part of the quota of those two months could not be purchased. Will Government

o take it from me that it is not due to lack of funds, Sir, but because the goods .

. *were purchased at much higher rate by the Textile Supply Company under the
instruction of the Government Textile’ Officer stationed at Bombay. And for
that reason those goods became unsaleable. Therefore the Bank which was
supplying the funds so the Textile Supply Company, out of protest, stopped
suppMihg further funds.

1The Hon’ble Mr BASANTA KUMAR DAS: The hon. Member is
supplying a large number of facts which the Government will enquire. ]

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: In purchasing those goods, Sir, was ]
there any corruption ? .

. IThe Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: That is a matter of
opinion. . : i
~ - Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Sir, may I know whether
the contract-to the Textile Supply Company to purchase cloth was, given after
calling tenders ? < ; : .

*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: [t was done by the last

- Government. But as far as I know, it was not given by dalling tenders.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: When the Provincial
Co-operative Textile Supply Society failed to bring the quota for lack of funds
why the contract has been renewed with that Society by the Government ?

*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: This Government is
maintaining the arrangements made by the previous Government. Now this
Government will consider what furtlier arrangements-can be made.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: What is the freight charged
from Bombay to Assam, Sir ? i ’ . . .

. *The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: I am notin a position to
Teply to this off-hand, Sir. .

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: In the answer to question
No.89 (f), it isstate ‘“Previously it was % per cent. in case of: unopened balqs
and 1 per cent.’in case of opened bales. It was subsequently raised to a maxi-
mum of 2} per cent. Subject [to issue to retailers at 144 per cent. above
the ex-mil price.” In view of this 14} per g@nt;’. in the case of retailers, what is
the frei Bomaby to Assam, Sir ? . ) o

e e BASANTA KUMAR DAS: I am not ina pasition to !
say now. As the Hon’ble Minister in-charge is engaged in the Upper House, the )
hon. Member may put this question again tomorrow as 2 supplementary :
question. . ) .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Yes, all the supplementary questions in this
connection will stand over till tomorrow.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

90. (a)—Yes. : .

(b)—Yes in respect of urban areas. _
(¢)—Already introduced in some parts and arrangements are being made
to extend to the rest. ' . .
- *Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Sir, with regard to
question No. 90(5), the question is : “Is it a fact, that Government is contemplat-
- ing introduction of rationing of cloth in Assam”? and the answer given !
is “Yesin respect of urban areas”. May I know, Sir, what the Government o
propose to do in respect of rural- areas @ ) ‘

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: It will be found in answer to

(¢) that Government has *already introduced rationing in some parts and
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arrangements are being made to extend to the rest. If the hon. Member wants to
know the names of the places where rationing has already been introduced I may
tell him that they are Nowgong, Gauhati, Shillong and Sylhet. As regards intro-
duction of rationing in rural areas, Government are considering whether it can be
done. - ‘ ’

*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: May I know, Sir, what is the
quota of cloth in the ration card per capita? . '

. The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Sir,I am only replying on
behalf of the Hon’ble Supply Minister. He is engaged elsewhere. It appéafs
that further supplementary questionss will be asked. May I ask, therefore that'
putting of further supplementary questions including the one Jjust put be postponed
for tomorrow so that the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge may be here to ‘supply all
necessary informations the House may want from him ? ' .

Post-War Reconstruction Schemes

Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked : ,

91. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Post-War Reconstruction be -
pleased to state whether he proposes to review the schemes of Post-War Recon-
struction previously made and make necessary modifications where necessary ?

iThe Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

91.—The hon. Member’s attention is drawn to the statement made on this
subject by the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his Budget Speech.

. Mauplavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY:. May I know who made these
schemes ? S

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Hon. Members know that
an outline of the schemes in the form of a report was drafted by Mr. S. C, Ray,
under the guidance of Sir Keith Cantlie, and then Mr. Hadi Hussain in
consultation with the Heads of Departments prepared the schemes. .

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Is it a fact that there was a
Central Reconstruction Committee and the schemes were examined before that
Committee ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Yes, that is so.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: In view of the importance
of the Post-War Reconstruction Schemes, will Government please form a Planning
Committee to reoast and rémould the schemes in the light of thé election manifesto
of the Members of the Treasury Bench ? : .

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Government wil] consider

that question. . . .
, Assam Emngineering Service
Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY asked :
92, Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether they are contemplating to-fill up the foyr -
cadre of Executive Engineers in the Province by dirﬁi‘éﬁﬁ n th?,
(b) 1f s0, whether the candidates who have applied for the ostl ment ?
the necessary qualifications as advertised ? Posts possess
(¢) Whether it is a fact that there are men with equal : .
tions and experience in the present Provincigl Se:\::iige;?gnql}ahﬁca;
(d) If so, whether Government propose to fill up those vacanci ggleers -
. motion as has been the practice hitherto ? 128 by pro-
The Hon’blie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied : .
92. (a)—There are two vacancies in the Class I Assam Engi . .
: ; : i . gineering Service
for Executive Engineers. ' These will be filled up' b selection fi
© (b)—Does not arise. s rom Class II.
(¢)—Does not arise.
(d)—Vacancies will be filled up by selection according to the rules.
. *Speech not corrected. b —_—
Th ti as the Hon’ble Mr. i
ot bl 05 Saianass Moakajed e Hon'le Mr- Basanta Kuma Das in the aacoce ofth
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Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY : Is it a fact that lately
applications were invited for appointments of four officers in Class I of the Assam
Engineering Service ?

: The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, advertisement was
issued for those appointments.

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY: Will those applications
be considered ? '

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Those applications will be
dealt with. :

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY: May I take from the
Hon’ble Minister’s reply that those appointments will be made after consideration
of the applications received ? .

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Appointments will be made
on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission when it comes.

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY : From the reply given to
question No. 92(a), may I take that these vacancies will be filled up.by selection
from Class II of the Assam Engineering Service?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RO@Y : Yes, that is the reply if the
officers are found suitable.

Epidemic diseases

Dr. C. G. TERRELL asked :

93. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a¢) Whether they have taken any steps for the protection of the population
against preventable epidemic diseases, such as cholera, by annual
inoculation and small-pox by exnsuring that every individual has been
vaccinated ? ] L

(b) If thewreply to question (a) above isin the negative, do Government

propose to give proper consideration to this matter ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS Teplied :

93. (a) & (b)—It is not practicable to give annual cholera inoculation to all.
Inoculation is done during cholera ecpidemics in necessary areas.

Vaccination is compulsory enly in ghe Municipal areas, and in areas
declared small-pox infected by the Deputy Com missiorrer concerned.
to improve vaccination work are under Government consideration.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Are
Government aware that there are some arcas in the Province which are being :
annually visited by cholera epidemic? : .

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Sir, there may be certain places.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MU]?(’\EBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Do
Government propose to inoculate all the persons belonging to those areas ?

The anf:bllej Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Govcrnmentg will see to that, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Are Government aware that
inoculation during the epidemic period proves sometimes very dangerous ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Gove.rnm(:nt are not aware of that.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Will Government please enquire
into the matter?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: 1T shall take the suggestion, Sir.

Proposals

Permanently settled area of Garo Hills

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM asked :
94. (a) Is it a fact that the major partof the Plains portion of Garo Hills
belongs to the permanently settled arca ? .
(b) If so, will Government be pleased to lay on the ’_tablfz the terms of
the leases under which they have taken these lands from the Zamindars ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

94. (a)—The hon. Member is referred to page CXVIII of the Introduction
to the Land Revenue Manual. Only 428 acres of plains land in the Garo Hills
is now permanently settled. :

(b)—Copies of the Agreements concluded in }878 are laid on the table.

AGREEMENT WITH THE ZAMINDARS OF MECHPARA -

Agreement made at Goalpara this second day of June 1878 by A. C.
Campbell, Esq., Officiating Deputy Qommissioner of Goalpara, on behalf of the
Secretary of State for India, on one side, and Babus Khogendra Narain Chaudhuri,
Tilok. Ram Chaudhuri, Udhab Ram Chaudhuri, Bholanath Chaudhuri, Komla-
Kanto Chaudhuri, Loke Nath Chaudhuri, and Bhadresvar Chaudhuri, Zamindars
of Mechpara, inhabitants of Lakhipur, district Goalpara, and proprietors of
land which from the subject of this agreement, on behalf of themselves,
their heirs, executors and assignees on the other side.

1. That the said Zamindars of Mechpara agree to withdraw on the following
conditions their civil suit now pending belore the Judge of the Assam Valley Districts
to establish theif rights to receive the rents collected on, and to get possession of
certain lands, being portions of their permanently-settled estate of pargana
Mechpara, in Goalpara district, which have been demarcated by Mr. Beckett,
and declare to be within the Garo Hills district, as notified in the Assam Gazette
of 15th july 1875, ;

2. That the said A. C. Campbell, the Ofﬁciatjng Deputy Commissioner of
Goalpara, on héhalf of the Secretary of State for India, tenders to the Zamindars
of Mechpara above named a sum of Rs. 14,700 being equal to twenty times the
average estimated annual income of three years of the villages situated beyond the
old Goalpara boundary, as described in the survey maps of 1853-54, and the said
Zamindars received the same and agree for themselves, their heirs, executors, and
assignees to resign in perpetuity to ¢he Secretary of State for India all rights, titles
and interests possecssed by them in the said villages and lands, and, should the °
amount now paid to be found after survey of tract and adjustment of accounts to be
less than what is due to the Zamindars, the said A. C. Campbell, Officiating
Deputy Clommissioner of Goalpara, on behalf of the Secretary of State for India
or whoever may be the Deputy Commissioner for the time being shall pay thé
deficit, and, should the said amount be provec‘iv to be in excess, the Zamindars
above named shall refund the excess by dc‘ductxon from future Payments to be
made to them by Government on account of the A villages.

3. That the said A. C. Campbell, Oﬁiciating
Goalpara, on behalf of the Secretary of State for India
Government admits thflz_ said Zam1;1dars 1 ctlheir heirs,
ichts as Proprietors of permanently-settled lands over t
;he «A” villages within the old boundary of the Goalpar:lled?:tﬂit anati groﬁtfsb Oc{
in the survey map of 1853-54, shall realise them, DPay to the said 7 E‘?C!; e
their heirs, assignees and executors on or before the 31st March of eachali}rinn an‘i
year, through the Dcpuly Comml§310nm- of the Garo Hills, 75 Perent nafpill?e
collections of all descriptions, retain 25 per cent. on account of collection };)ar o5
and furnish every vyear, to the said Zamindars, their heirs exeCutof's gnd’
assignees collection papers and accounts of such collections, $

4. That the said A. G. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Gommissioner -Goa.l-
Deras 02 behalf of the Secretary of State f‘?r India, hereby agrees that tl’le land
marked ““B” in the plaint, aschedule of which is attacheq i e
remain in the permanent possession of the said Zamindars, their heirs, %xccutors’,

Deputy Commissioner of
» hereby agrees that the
assignees, and executors,
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and assignees, that they shall make all settlements, realise all the rents and
profits, etc., thereof, independently, at the rates fixed by the Deputy Commis-
sioner of the Garo Hills, that they shall not realise any rents or profits in excess
of the rates so fixed ; and that as the said Zamindars are greatly assisted by the
Government in realising the,rents, and as they are protected from-the oppressions
.and persecutions of the neighbouring savage people by Goverament, they will
remit 15 per cent. on the annual collections, with the collection papers, on or
" before the 31st March of every financial year to the Deputy Commissioner of the
Garo Hills, and shall themselves receive 85per cent.’ on account of proprietary
rights. :

8 5. That the said A. C. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissioner of
Goalpara, on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, hereby agrees that the
said Zamindars, their heirs, executors, and assignees shall retain the full possession
of, and power to exercise in the A ».and ‘B ” tracts whatever rlghts over
wild elephants they have in other parts of their pern_:anently-settled Zamindari, or
such rights over wild animals which other proprietors of permanently-settled
lands have ; but the said A? C. Campbell, on beh.alf of thg Sccretarx of State for
India, does not hereby create or concede any right which the said Zamindars
never legally possessed or exercised. ) o

6. That both the parties agree that the demarcation be ‘effected in the
beginning of the next cold season between the ¢ A > and “ B” villages, and in
effecting this demarcation the villages and lands managed by the Surbarakar of
the Garo Hills shall be deemed ¢ A ” villages, and the villages and land
managed previous to 1875 by the Zamindars be deemed * B ” villages. That the
demarcation be effected on the basis of the Zamindari and the said Surbarakar’s
apers. :
pap 7. That the said A. C. Campbell, Oﬂiciatigg Deputy Commissioner of
Goalpara, on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, agrees to pay to the said
Zamindars the sum of Rs. 16,000 only on account of payments due to them for
collections in “ A * and “ B” villages from the date on which the said-
Zamindars ceased ‘to receive revenue from them up to date of this agreement,
" that an exact statement of amounts payable on the “above accounts to the
Zamindars be prepared as early as practicable, and any sum ascertained to be
still due to the said Zamindars be immediately paid by Government to them or
their heirs, assignees, or executors, and ghould there be any amount found to have
been paid in excess, the said Zamindars agree to refund it by deductiong
from the payments to be made to them by Government on account of the ¢ A »»

s.
vxllagse. That the said A.C. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissioner of
Goalpara, on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, hereby agrees to pay
the said Zamindars the sun of Rs. 5,000 in satisfaction of all costs incurred b
them in prosecution of the suit before the Judge of the Assam Valley Districts
and on their agreeing to forego all claims to interest on the accumulated
collections of the past years to which they may deem themselves entitled,

9. That the said A. C. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissj oner
of Goalpara, on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, doth hereby
covenant to make over the management of the “B” villages to the said
Zamindars within one calendar month from the date of this agreement, along
with papers relating to their assessments. _

10. That the said Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara hands over to the
Zamindars mentioned above extract, paragraph 1, of letter No. 853, dated the
8th May 1878, of the India Government, empowering him to execute this
agreement on behalf of the Secretary of State for India.

(Signatures and Schedule of ¢“B” Villages,
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AGREEMENT WITH THE ZAMINDAR OF BUNI .

Agreement made at Dhubri this tenth day of June 1878, by A. C. Campbell,
Esq., Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara, ‘on hehalf of the Secretary
‘of State for India in Council, on one side, and Raja Kumud Narain Deb,
Zamindar of parganas Habraghat and Khuntaghat, inhabitant of Dumria, in
district of Goalpara, proprietor of lands which from the subject of this agree-
ment, on behalf of himself, his heirs, -executors, and assignees, on the other
side. :

1. That the said Zamindar Raja Kumud Narain Deb agrees to withdraw
on the following conditions, his civil suit now pending before the Judge of the
Assam Valley Districts to establish his right to receive the rents collected on,
and to recover possession of certain lands, being portion of his permanently-
settled estate of pargana Habraghat in the district of Goalpara, which have been
demarcated by Mr. Beckett, and declared to be within the Garo Hills district,
as notified in the Assam Gazette of the. 15th July 1875.

2. That the said A. C. Campbell, Esq., Officiating Deputy Commissioner, of
Goalpara, on behalf of the Secretary of State in Council for India, hereby admit
the said zamindar’s, his heir’s, executors’ and assignees’ rights as proprietors of
permanently-settled lands over the rents and profits of the lands, the subject of
this agreement, the said lands being a part of his permanently-séttled pargana
Habraghat, and the said Zamindar agrees that Government shall realise the
rents and profits thereof, and pay to the said Zamindar, his heirs, executors,
and assignees, or or before, the 31st March of each financial year, through the
Deputy Commissioner of the Garo Hills, 75 per cent. of the collections of all
descriptions, retain 25 per cent. on account of collection charges, and furnish
to the said Zamindar, his heirs, executors and assignees collection papers and
accounts of such collections. . . )

3. That the said A. C. Campbell, Esq., Officiating Deputy Commissioner of
Goalpara, on behalf of the Secretary of State in Council for India, hereby
agrees that the said Zamindar, his heirs, executors and assignees shall retain
the possession of, and power to exercise in, the said lands whatever rights
over wild elephants he has in other parts of parmanently-settled zamindari, or
such rights over. wild animals which other proprietors of permanently-settled
lands have: but he, thesaid A. C. Campbell, Esq., on behalf of the said
Secrerary of State, does not hereby concede or create any new right which the
said Zamindar never legally possessed or exercised. . -

4. That the said A. C. Campbell, Esq., Officiating Deputy Commissioner
of Goalpara, on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, hereby agrees to pay
the said Zamindar the sum of Rs. 2,000, in satisfaction of ail costs incurred by
him in the prosecution of the suit before the Judge of the Assam Valley Districts
and Rs. 116, being the amount realised from the said lands by the De uts;
Commissioner of Garo Hills from 31st March 1876 to 31st April 1878. P

(Signatures and Schedule of «<g>> villages.)

AGREEMENTS WITH THE ZAMINDARS OF KARAIBARI
‘ 1)

This agreement is made this sixth day of September 1878, b A.C
Campbell, Esq., Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara o’n bzhalf" o;'
the Secretary of State for India, on one side, and by Bhub;nesvari Debya
mother of Jotindro Mohun Lahiri, minor, a shareholder Zamindar of 12-anna
portion of pargana Karaibari, in the district of Goalpara, for herself. her
heirs, executors, and assignees, on the other side. A

2. That I, A.C. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissi

‘ f Goalpara
on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, do oner of Goalpara,

hereby agree that the
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boundary of Pargana Karaibari, as laid down in the Government Survey
map of 1849-54, be maintained as the boundary of the said Pargana
Karaibari, and that the portion included in the district of the Garo Hills
by Mr. Beckett’s demarcation remain under the jurisdiction of - the Garo
Hills district, and the remaining portion under that of the district of
Goalpara. i

3. That I, Bhubanesvari Debya, mother of Jotindro Mohun Lahiri,
minor, a shareholder Zamindar, .for myself, my heirs, executors, and
assignees, do hereby relinquish for ever all Zamindari rights and interests
which T now possess or have ever possessed in the tract situated east of
the boundary of the Karaibari Pargana, as shown in the Government Sur-
vey map of 1849-54 of Goalpara district, and will accept as compensation
for the same an amount to be calculated at 20 times of the average
collections of the last three vears before the 1st April 1874, less’ ‘‘karan’,
Jumma, and 25 per cent. on account of collection charges, i. e., the actual
sums which we derived from the said tracts in those three- years. That the
amount of compensation thus calculated be paid to me according to my
share at the option of Government, either ina lump sum or by annuity at
the rate of 5 per cent. on the said amount of compensation.

4. That I, A.C. Campbhell, Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara,
on behzIf of the Secretary of State for India, do hereby recognise that all the
land between the former boundary of the Karaibari pargana as shown in the
Government survey map of 1849-54, and the boundary laid down by Mr. Beckett,
and exhibited in the Government survey map of 1876, is a portion of the perma-
nently-settled estate of the Zamindars of pargana Karaibari, that they possess
therein all Zamindari rights and interest, but that the said tract of land will
remain under the management of the Government, who will make all. collectiong
within the said tract and pay the same to the Zamindars according to their
respective shares, deducting only “karan’’, Jumma and 25 per ’csent. on account
of collection ‘charges, and that in such places where ““karan’ Jumma has not
hitherto been levied, the same wili not now be collected.

5. That I, A. G, Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara,

on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, do not hercby recognise the right
of the Zamindars to catch wild eclephants in the tract mcnt:onqd in ?he above
parganah, or in any other tract, but that their claims to such right will receive
the same consideration as granted to other Zamindars similarly situated.
. # 6. That I, Bhubanesvari Debya, mother of Jotindro Mohun Lahiri, minor,
a shareholder Zamindar of pargana Karaibari, do hereby agree that the land
between the east of Mr. Beckett’s boundary.and the former boundary be surveyed
and the boundary be well marked out by stone prisms, and that the cost of the
survey be paid by me, which may be deducted from the money that will be
payable to me under this agreement. e

7. That I, A. C. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissioner, on bhehalf
of the Secretary of State for India, do hereby agrée that the compensation
on account of abolition of ““sairat’ collections be continued to be paid to
the Zamindars of pargana Karaibari, as has hitherto been done.

8. That the said A.C. Campbell hereby agrees that any grass or bamboos
or wood or other material required by the Zamindars for the construction of
their private cutcherries or houses will be granted them free of cost, on
application to the Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills.

9. That the said A, C. Campbell, and Bhubancsvari Debya, mother of
Jotindro ‘Mohun Lahiri, minor, agree that these terms be subject to the
confirmation of the Chief Commissioner of Assam.

(Signatures )
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(2)

This agreement. is made this sixth day of September 1878; by A. C.
Campbell, Esqr., Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Goalp:eu'a,- on behalf. c_,f
the Secretary of State for India, on one side, and by Nil Komal Lahiri,
Hari Sharn Moitra, and Konuktara Debya, sharcholder Zamindars of 12-anna
portion of pargana Karaibari, in the district of Goalpara, for themselves,
their heirs, executors, and assignees- on the other side.

2. That I, A. C. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara,
on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, do hereby agree that the boundary
of pargana Karaibari, aslaid down in the Government survey map of 1849-54,
be maintained as the boundary of the said pargana Karajbari, and that the
portion included in the district of the Garo Hills by Mr. Beckett’s demarcation
remain under the jurisdiction of the Garo Hills district, and the remaining
portion under that of the district of Goalpara.

3. That I, Nil Komal Lahiri, I, Hari Sharn Moitra, and I, Konuktara
Debya, shareholdér Zamindars, for ourselves, our heirs, exccutors, and assignees,
do hereby relinquish for ever all zamindari rights and interests which we now
possess or have ever posscsscd. in the tract-situated east of the boundary of the
Karaibari pargana as shown in the Govcrnmc_nt survey map of 1849-54 of Goal-
para district, and will accept as compensation for the same an amount to be
calculated at 20 times of the average collections of the last three years before the
Ist April 1874, less ‘‘Karan”, Jumma and 25 per cent. on account of collection
charges i.e., the actual sums which we derived from the said tracts in those three
years, that the amount of compensation thus calculated be paid to us at the option
of Government, either in a lump sum or by annuity, at the rate of 5 Per cent. on
the said amount of compensation. : s

4. That I, A. G. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara,
on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, do .hereby recognise th_at all the land
between the former boundary of the Karaibari pargana as shown in the Govern-
ment survey map of 1849-54, and the bound?ry laid down by Mr. Beckett and
exhibited in the Government survey map of’1b76_, is a portion of the permanent]y.
settled estate of the Zamindars of pargana I‘xaral_barl that thcy Possess there in al]
Zamindari rights and interests: but that the said tract of lant_:l will rémain under
the management of the Government, 1.x'rho will make all collect_lons within the sajq
tract and pay the same to the Zamindars accerding to their respective ShareS,
deducting only “karan”, jumma and 35 per cent. on account of collection charges,
and that in such places wll;f:rttf ‘d‘kafﬂﬂ » jumma has not hitherto been levied, the

il not now be collected. L
Samc5_w}'1*lhat T A Camp.b‘ell-. QIﬁczail.ng Deputy Commissioner of GOalpara,
on behalf of the Secretary of State for Indm., do not hcrchy recognise the righ;
of the Zamindars of the pargana to catch wild elephants in the tract mentioned
in the above paragraph or in any other tract, but that their claimg to such will
receive the same consideration as grzmte_d to other Zamindars Similarly situated

6. That I, Nil Komal Lahiri, I—If}rl S_har.n Moitra, and Konyktara Deb. 5
shareholder Zamindars of o ol Karaibari, -do hereby agree that the Iazl d
between the east of Mr. Beckett’s boundary and the former bOundary b sy
ed, and the boundary be well-marked out by stone prisms, and that the cost L’ R
the survey be paid by us, which may be deducted from the money that will be
payable to us under this agreement.

TR RHAE T A Campbel]', Officiating Deputy Commissioner on ey
of the Secretary of State for India, do hereby agree that the COmD:ansation e
account of abolition of “sairat” collections be continued to pe paid to the Zamine
dars of pargana Karaibari, as has hitherto been done, >

8. That the said A. C. Campbell hereby agrees th

: ; : hat any grass or bamboos
or wood or other material required by the Zamindars for the construction of their
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private cutcherries or houses will be granted them free of cost, on application to
the Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills.

9. That the said A. C. Campbell and Nil Komal Lahiri, Hari Sharn
Moitra, and Konuktal'a.D_CbYa: agree that thesc terms be subject to the confirma-
tion of the Chief Gommissioner of Assam,
: 3 (Signatures.)

This agreement is made this sixth day of September 1878, by A. C. Camp-
bell, Esqr., Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara, on behalf of the
Secretary of State for India, on one side, and by. Gunomoni Debya and Barada
Sundari Debya, Zamindars of the 4-anna portion of pargana Karaibari, in the

district of Goalpara, for themselves, their heirs, executors, and assignees, on the
other side. ~ ‘ ]
9. That I, A. C. Campbell, O[ﬁmati.ng Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara,
on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, do hereby agree that the boundary of
Karaibari as laid down in the Government survey map of 1849-54 he

pargana :
d as the boundary of the said pargana Karaibari, and that the portion

maintaine oun :
included in the district of the Garo Hills by Mr. Beckett’s demarcation remain
under the jurisdiction of the Garo Hills district, and the remaining portion under

that of the district of Goalpara.
3. That I, Gunomoni Debya, and I, Barada Sundari Debya, for ourselves,

our heirs, executors and assignees, do hereby relinquish for ever all Zamindari
rights and interest which we now possess or have ever possessed in the tract

situated east of the boundary of the Karaibari pargana as shown in the Govern-
ment survey map of Goalpara district of 1849-54, and will accept as compensation
for the same an amount to be calculated at 20 times of the average collections of
the last three years before the 1st April 1874, less ““karan’, jumma at 25 per cent

on account of collection charges, i. e, the actual sums which we derived from th(;
said tracts in those three years. That the amount of compensation thus calcy]a-
ted be paid to us at the option of Government, eitherina lump sum or by
annuity at the rate cf 5 per cent. on the said amount of compensation.

4. That I, A. C. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara
on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, do hereby recognise that all the ]anc’l
between the former boundary of the Karaibari pargana, as shown in the Govery,.
ment survey map of 1849-54, and the boundary laid down by Mr. Beckett and
exhibited in the Government survey map of 1876, is a portion of the Permanently-
settled estate of the Zamindars of pargana Karaibari, that they posssess therein )]
samindari rights aud interests, but that the said tract of land will remain undey
the management of the Government, wl}o will make_ all coil.ectlons ‘[Vlthin e
said tract and pay the same to the Zamindars according to their respective Shares
deducting only “garan’, jumma and 25 per cent. on account of collection char es,
and that in such places where ¢«karan’’, jumma has not hitherto been leVied, thé

same will not now be collected.

5. That I, A. C. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Gogj
on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, do not hereby recognise the Para,
of the Zemindars of pargana Karaibari to catch wild elephants within ¢ right
mentioned in the above paragraph or in any other tract, but their claims
right will receive the same consideration as granted to other Zamindarg
situated.

6. That I, Gunomoni Debya, and T, Barada Sundari Debya, do here
that the land between the east’ of Mr. Beckett’s boundary and the §,
boundary be surveyed, and, the boundary be well-marked out by stope Omer
and that the cost of the survey be paid by us, which may be deducted f Prisms,
money that will be payable to us under this agreement. rom  the

he trace
to such
Slml]arly

by ag[‘ee

. . y
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; 7. That T, A. C. Campbell, Officiating Deputy Commissioner, on behalf of
the Secretary of State for India, do hereby agree that the compensation on
account of abolition of “sairat’ collections be continued to be paid to the Zamin-
dars of pargana Karaibari, as has hitherto been done.

8. That the said A. C. Campbell, hereby agrees that any grass or bamboos
or wood or other material required by the Zamindars for the construction of their
private cutcherries or houses will be granted them free of cost, on -application  to

the Deputy Commissioner of Garo Hills.

9. That I, Gunomoni Debya, and I, Barada Sundari Debya, hereby aciknow-
ledge to have received from the said A. C. Campbell the sum of Rs.10,000 as an
advance on collections payable to us under clauses 3 and 4 of this agreement, and
that the said amount be subject to adjustment on the accounts for the said tracts

being made up.

10. That the said A. C. Campbell and Gunomoni and Barada Sundari Debya

agree that these terms be subject to the confirmation of the Chief Commissioner

of Assam.

(Signatures.)

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Do Government m'can that
only 428 acres of plains land in the Garo Hills is per;nanently-settled area which
had been taken by them on lease from different Zamindars?

T*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Yes, that is in the answer.

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : The expression “permanently.
settled” used in the reply is different from ‘‘permanently settled area” used-in my
Question.  Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the reason for such difference ?

*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: There ‘was some dispute
between the Government and the Zamindars, and according to the terms of the
settlement some lands are leased by Government as being permanently  settled.
For this reason the expression “permanently settled” has been used in the reply.
Only 428 acres is the area that is leased by Government as being Permanently
settled. TFor this reason copy of the Agreement has been attached to the 'answer
of the Question. y :

*Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: It is found In paragraphs 2 and 5 of the
Agreement that there are two schedules A’ and “B_” villages but we do not find
them attached to the Agreement. May we know, Sir, what is the reason ?

*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Tt is because the Agreement
was made subject to the scrutiny on the floor of the House,

*Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : I am not clear, Sir. What is meant by “‘now
permanently-settled” P4

*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : The portion mentioned in
the reply has been admitted by Government to be permanently-settled area, It
may be within the district of the Garo Hills, but all the same, the portion S
land is permanently-settled estate of the Zamindars. That i what is meant

*Maulavi ABDUL HAI: May I know, Sir, whether there Was . any. perma-
nently-settled area in the Garo Hills? Il

* Speech not corrected,
I The questions were answered by the Hon’ble Mr, Basanta i
Hon’ble Srijut Bishnuram Medhi, Kumar Das in abscacs of the
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*The Hom'ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: 1 want notice of this
Question, Sir. ;
*Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: Sir, we find mention of a map of 1853-54

in paragraph 3 of the Agreement. May I know, Sir, whether this is the
Rayneld’s map or not. :

*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : With regard to this Question,
I require notice because it will have to be ascertained if this is Reyneld’s map or
it was prepared by any other authority.

*Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: In paragraph 4 of the Agrécmcpt we
find that Government were protecting the Zaminders against the oppressions of
savage people. Are the Garos still a savage peeple, Sir?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Agreement cannot be criticised on  the

floor of the House but only information regarding this matter can be had and this
Agreement was laid on the table in pursuance of the Question.

*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: It appears, Sir, Government
are being subjected to cross-examination on account of this Agreement.

Establishment of Agricultural Training Scheols

Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked :

95. (@) Is it afact that three schools are to be started shortly onc at Jorhat,

one at Gauhati and the other at Sylhet for agricultural training at a cost of over
two and half lakhs of rupees ?

() Do Government propose to take immediate steps to establish one
such institution instead of three for teaching both junior and senior courses in
Agriculture ? - -

(¢) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :
" 95. (a)—VYes.
(b)) & (¢)—Government are contemplating to have a full-fledged
Agricultural Institute in the Province.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY :  Sir, from ‘the replies
to Question No 95(a), we find that Government admit to start three Agricultura]
Schools in Assam but from replies to Question No. 95(b) we find that Government
propose to establish one-institution for the whole Province. From these replies
it is not clear to us what the Government intend to do, whether they are going
to start three Schools or only one institution for the whole Province. Will the
Hon’ble Minister please enlighten us on this point ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Three Agricul-
tural Schools will be established and Government is contemplating to establish
another full-fledged institution quite independently for the whole Province.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Do not Government consider it
a sheer waste of money to start three Schools when they propose to have one full-
fledged Agricultural College in the Province ? Will Government consider this

*Speech not corrected,



1946] : QUESTIONS ‘ 593

quesiion and abandon the idea of starting three Agricultural Schools in the
Province ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: This question
will be considered, Sir, but it cannot be taken for granted that starting of three
schools and another full-fledged institution will mean sheer waste of-money.

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: “May I know, Sir, if the full-fledged institution
will be a school or a college ? _

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: It will be of
college status, I think, :

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Where this full-fledged insti-
tution will be located, Sir ? -

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : The site has not
yet been selected.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Then the schools will feed the college, is
that so ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : It may be.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: May I know from the Hon’ble Minister how
many Agricultural Colleges are there in the whole of India ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : I want notice of
this Question, Sir. '

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : May I ask the Hon’ble Minister to take note
of this fact before he finally decides to establish an Agricultural College in
Assam ?

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is the hon. Questioner -aware that
there is insistent demand for more agricultural colleges throughout India ?

"The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I was wondering whether we are sitting
in the Indian Legislative Assembly or in the Assam Legislative Assembly.

Supply of D. D. T. or Gammexane

Dr. C. G. TERRELL asked :

90. Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken to
obtain supplies of D. D. T. or Gammexane for use of the civil Population in this
Province ? ;

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

96.—Government have from time to time made request to the Central
Government and a small quantity ﬁf D.D. T. (21;25d lt[E)s.)AWas received,

The Government of India have now asked for Assam’s re uirements, and
some further quantities of both D.D. T. and Pyrethrum are qexp'ected f;-l d?.le
course. :

No Gammexane is at present expected. .

Dr. C. G. TERRELL: Will the Hon’ble Minister

Assam has been treated so badly by the Government of
of supply of this very important insecticide ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Ido no
But so far as I know, they were short of stock.

- Dr. C. G. TERRELL: May I know, Sir, when the sy
ble if a certain portion at any rate would be made available f ivi t
of the. population, industrial organisations and tea gardens and s(())ro[fheormal}mf}?;r
all of it would be earmarked for Government schemes such as schemes for pro-

tection of villagers against Kala-azar, or whether it will al i
of villagers a x wh also be e
for ordinary civil needs of the population in Assam ? B

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : That depend 1
Sir, that we would be getting from the Government of ani(as: e 1

inform us why
India in respect

t know the ful reasons, Sir.

Pply is made availa-

] L]
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Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: In reply
to this Question, the Government says—‘“The Government of India have now
asked for Assam’s requirements, and some further quantities of both D.D.T. and
Pyrethrum are expected in due course”. May 1 know, Sir, whether Assam’s
requirements include both for the public and the Government.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, Sir, both for the public and
Government. ‘

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: What is the process of its distri-
butien, Sir ? ' . F

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: According to the present process,
Sir, it isidistributed through the Public Health Department when stock permits.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Can it be available from the Public
Health Medical Officers ? LT !

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, Sir.

Babu: RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Can it be available by mere asking,
Sir ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Not by mere asking but on appli-
cation. ;

Dr. C. G. TERRELL: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister said that Government of
India have asked for Assam’s requirements. May I know, Sir, whether Assam’s
requirements, have been submitted to ‘the Central Government, and if go
what is the amount of Assam’s requirements ? .

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: The Government of India have
asked us very recently to submit our requirements and we have asked the
Inspector General of Civil Hospitals and the Director of ?ul_)llc Health to ascer-
tain our requirements and after they have ascertained, we will submit it to the
Government of India.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :  After all this discussion, may 7
know from the Hon’ble Minister what is exactly the D.D.T. and what "are
its efficacies ? >

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: I think, hon. Dr. Terrells Question
remains  partly unreplied. Has the requirement  been  submitted to
the Government of India ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Not yet, Sir. Our requirements have
not yet been ascertained by the Inspector General of Civil Hospitals and the
Director of Public Health.

Dr. C..G. TERRELL : May I ask, Sir, in view of this important matter
and the very urgent need in this Province for thls_ insecticide that the require-
ments should be very carefully estimated and possibly be checked by those who
have experience in'its use—those who know most about it. . .

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: That will be considered, Sir.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: W}ll_ Government take into
consideration the requirements of the public when dxsmbu'tmn is made ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Sir, the requirements of the public
will be taken into consideration. ,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Question of Maulavi Abdul Bari Ghauy-
dhury remained unanswered. In view of the fact that we have got one hour and
ten minutes at our disposal and today is the last day for Demands for Grants, I
hope the hon. Member will get his information outside the House.

Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY: Unfortunately wedo not know
what is D.D.T.

¢
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Demands for granAts

GRANT No. 23.
{43.—INDUSTRIES. )

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : On the .recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.3,51,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1947 for the admi-
‘nistration of the head ‘‘43.—Industries®.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKFR : Motion moved : >

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.3,51,200 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1947 for the administration of the head ‘43.—Industries’.” ;

There are as many as twelve Cut Motions and the time allotted is only half an
hour. May I know which of the Cut Motions will be moved ?

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: I think, CGut Motion No. 9 will cover all the -
Motions. It stands in the name of Maulavi Ali Haidar Khan.

Maulavi ALTI HAIDAR KHAN: 1 beg to move that the total provision
of Rs. 3,51,200 uader Grant No. 23, Major head—43.—Industries, at page 126
of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, 7.c., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 3,51,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100. :

Mr. Speaker, Sir, my object in moving this Cut Motion is to raise a dis-
cussion about the Industrial policy of the Government. I feel it my painful duty
to criticise the Government’s policy and its Department—-the Department of
Industries—for no part or little part they have played in the development of this
importani Department. The Government have definitely failed to evolve any
policy or programme and things have been allowed to drift on. Files after files
were started, schemes were drawn up, Questions were put in the Legislature,
but all in vain. They all lacked proper guidance and sincerety. Big ideas
were conceived but produced little or nothing.

. With all the trouble and expenses some cottage industries were started here
and there and I should say, not with a view to help the people but with a view
to justify the existence of the much-spoken Industries Department. These have
also proved a [ailure. To say more would not add to their credit and so the les
said the better.

Sir, our country has got a very good scope for agricultural and indus-
trial development. We can do things to our heart’s content. We have our forest
produces and various kinds of raw materials. We have also large areas of hills
which should undergo Geological Survey and be exploited.

Above all, we have abundance of raw materials which
but, Sir, it is a pity to find that we are still nowhere and have no industry in our
country of which we can be proud. Sir, all these days we haye supplied others
with our raw materials and have fed foreign industries and what have we gained
by this ? Nothing but economic slavery with all its bitterness, Our import
has always been much more than our exports. We have suffered cnough and
unless we can wake up from our slumber our sufferings shall haye no limit.

_The British Parliamentary Mission have come to our country and God
willing, we hope that we shall soon be entering into a new era. If this be so
then our responsibilities will be much greater than what it is today. We shall have
to maintain our independence in every respect, not merely in words and speeches
but In economic life as well, So, Sir, this is the time when we should get
to work in order to build the life line of our country—~Rducation, Health, AgE;~i...
culture, Industries, etc. and improve the economic system  in order to get in line
with other independent countries of the world. =

Nature has given us;
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If we want to live like freemen and wish to achieve our object then, first of
all, we must deserve it. We are living in a world of competition a.nd' d]plomacy;
and if we want to survive we must prove our fitness. We should be independen
both in ideas and action and shake off inferiority cu'mplex from our mmdsii
Sir, if we look to the small countries of the world we will find 'that almost al
are in a better cconomic condition than we are, though th.f'lll‘ resources are
negligible in comparison to that of ours. Why t_hcn cannot we improve our COT
dition ? One thing may be said that they are independent w:hercas we are not.
I admit it, but, Sir, we can yet do a lot if we can do away with our slave men- :
tality and our inferiority complex. ) :

However, . I would like to be brief and say _somethmg as to how th_ls
Department of Industries could function to the best interests of the country in
the light as I see it from a layman’s point of view.

Sir, now that money would be available from the Government of India,
I would suggest that this Government adopt a policy .of 1ndust;1allzag1on of this
Province and start major industries, such as—Paper Mills, Tex_tlle Mills, Sugar
Mills, Glass Factories, Jute Mills, Iron and Steel Works, Chemical works, ete.,
without any further delay with a highly technical expert as Head of the Industries
Department. He should be both theoritecal and practical and at the same time,
Slflc?u]cIl Possess a thorough knowledge of different industries and commerce out-
side India.
Now, the question can be put as to how these industries should be started.
I would Suggest, Sir, that the major industries should be started on Company
System, the shares being sold to the public keeping, say, 25 to 30 per cent. by
the Government, This will not only encourage people but will create con-
fidence in the public mind, and at the same time, this will allow people to
ave 2 good sfart in such enterprises. .
.. As for the smaljer industries, those may be left solely to the public and sub-
sidised by the Government if such subsidy is required by the promoters.
Lastly, about the cottage industries, Sir, they should be left entirely to the
gers only to be run either individually or collectively as they may think best

convenient, the Department taking such care as to help them with their
ces and demonstrations, :

Before I finish, Sir, T would draw the attention of the Government and
request them to provide ample facilities to the public for the transport of their
products through Railways and Steamers at a cheaper rate and find out markets
for their disposal,

I hope, the hon. House will give its sympathetic consideration to my sug-
gestions.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

~ “That the total provision of Rs. 3,51,200 under Grant No. 23, Major
- Head—43. —Industries, at page 126 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 3,51,200 do stand reduced by Rs, 100.”
Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the
Cut Motion with just a few words on a most important matter which is affecting
the industries in Assam., To enable Industries to thrive, itis e€ssential that
plenty of small change and small denomination notes be available to the public.
The scarcity of small coins is mercifully a thing of: the past, but the public are
now EXpPEriencing great trouble with dirty and soiled notes. The sub-treasuries
are refusing to accept for exchange soiled or torn notes and these must now be
sent to the Currency Office, Calcutta. This is surely an unnecess
ship to inflict on the public, and I should like the assurance of G

old and soiled notes wil] be freely exchanged on presentation
in Assam.

villa,
and
advi

ary hard-
overnment that
at all sub-treasuries
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Maulavi MAYEEN-UD-DIN AHMED CHOWDXY : MTr, Speaker, Sir, it
is to draw the immediate attention of the Government to the need of providing
facilities to the intending businessmen of Assam to start paper, cotton and sugar
milis and other industries in Assam that I rise to support the cut motion moved
by hon. Friend, Maulavi Ali Haidar thm._ Sir, the pit}t of pities is that Assam
being one of the richest Provinces in India in raw materials, is behind all other
Provinces in India in business and indusiry. God, in his kindness has filled up
the forests of Assam with raw materials for all kinds of industries, but poor as we
are, we have not up till now been able to utilise therr} to our advantage. There
is not a single industry in Assam worth the name which can compete with the
world market, and the few that are in existence in Assam are also, to our misfor-
tune, not in the hands of the people of Assam. Having the advantage of their
capital the foreigners have come into Assam and are exploiting us to their fullest
advantage (cries of ““Question” from the European Benches). The truth of my state-
ment will be established from the very fact that since the intreduction of the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, the people of Assam could not szud a son of Assam to
the Assembly to represent her commerce and industry in this hon. House. How
long are we to allow the gifts of God meant for the people of the soil to be used
by others to their advantage ? ;

Sir, with the cessation of hostilities all the industrial countries in the world
have become wide awake to take the best advantage of all scientific inventions
and discoveries during the war and every country is out to take the fullest
advantage possible in the ficld of industry and businsss. But, Sir, are we to
remain where we are ? T hear that various kinds of new business are going to be
introduced in Assam and that people from other Provinces are pouring into
Assam to exploit us. But I should ring a note of warning to tht Government
that if they encourage outsiders in preference to the indigenous businessmen of
the Province and shower their patronage to them in matters of business, the
people of Assam, Hindus and Muslims, will not tolerate it and will stand solidly
against such a move on the part of the Government.

Sir, there is immense scope for the establishment of paper, cotton and sugar
mills in Assam and if my informations are correct, the Government have already
made necessary survey about the sites to be selected for such industries both in
the Surma Valley and in the Assam Valley and after proper investigations, have
been satisfied that sufficient bamboo pulps are available in the Manu and Kushi-
yara valleys in the Sylhet District to justify the establishment of a paper mill at
Manumukh and Manu Railway station has been found to be a suitable place for
starting cotton mills as large quantities of cotton grow in Kailashahar area in Hili
Tippera. Ifa right move is given by the Government by way of encouraging
the sons of the soil in matters of business, I can assure the hon. House that within
10 years, Assam will become one of the foremost industrial Provinces in India,
So far as my information goes, there are two Chambers of Commerce in Assam—
one is the Assam Chamber of Commerce and the other, the Muslim Chamber of
Commerce. If the Government make it a point 1o consult the representatives
of the two Chambers before patronizing any individual or a group of individuals
in any industry and introduce the same with their help and co-operation, it will
not only encourage the people of Assam to take to industry and business gm will
go a great way towards solving the unemployment problem of Assam. The few
industries and business which exist in Assam are not only in the hands of outsiders
but are also manned by the outsiders ; and hence the people of Assam have not
taken any interest so long in the field of industries.
Government, and I am sure all the hon. Members of
me, that they should give due importance to the two Chambers mentioned
before and should not encourage any individual or a group of individuals ta
take up any industry without consulting the said Chambers,

I therefore urge upon the
this House will join with
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In conclusion I, earnestly request the hon. Members of the \(;w:ﬁ':rnil;nﬁgt
Benches to rise above the valley question and see that Surm‘z} 3 wg’i i
deprived of its legitimate share in the field of business. By 51::- thingg b
majority in the Govcrnment.Paﬁ—ty they should not try to take every
comes to Assam away to their homes, :

In the end, I would request the hon. Members of the Surm?. Vall.cy n ;11115
Government Benches to be aljve to this fact and see that by t_helr‘ ncghigellllce‘: i
want of strength of mind, Surma Valley is not deprived of its rightful s har Sf’xil
business and industry which are to grow up in the very near future. If they fz

they should rememb

er that responsibility will be theirs. We want our due share
in the field of business, -

With these words, Sir, I support the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Friend,
Maulavi Ali Haiday Khan.

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: The Industries Depar_tmcnﬁ Is
known. as one of the nation building departments. During the war period this
Department was not given so much importance, only on the argument of trans-
port cifficulties and want of requisite materials. It is about a year that the war
has ended, but I am surprised to see the Budget figures for this Department.
Any one scrutinising the Budget provision will be disappointed to find that our
so-called popular Congress Ministry instead of providing money for new schemes
for the development of the Industries Department in its various spheres of geLLvItics
have made a cut of Rs. 8,000 from the previous year’s estimate. Sir, is it not
high time for takj

! N8 Up the people’s cause in right earnest ? Is it not the most
opportune time for undertaking big projects such as cotton mibls, Jute mills, paper
mills, sugar mills, match

Gover

factories, soap factories, etc ? May I urge upon the
nment to see their Way to take up big projects as early as possible ?

Sir, the few schemes of cottage industries are not working satisfactorily for
want of adequate sty = A few Pemonsiratorsiare not enough even to take up the
work for the urhap areas of the Province, The cultivators of the rural areas, speci-
allly of our subdivision (I mean SUnamg;;nj), remain idle for six months in the year,
These peopie may easily be tayucht spinning and weaving if regular Propagandsy
and demonstationg are made in the vil?ages by trained employees of the
Go_ve_rnmc?nt. I suggest that provision for one Demonstrato_r with Proper
training for each Thana he made for advertisement and making Propagan:y
by demonstration,

and lantern lectures in rural areas, speciqlly in viIlag&mar-
kets and Lower Primary Schools, with a view to create interest in our cultwa.tors,
so that they may take up the el seriously. In this connection, Sir, I furthe,:
suggest that the griculture GD-‘Opf‘l‘atiVC and Publicity Departments ma
Join hands in'mutual C0-0};erati0n &’vith this epartment to improve the
actlv%iets[ ofhthelr Tespective spheres in the remotest corner of the rural aresg
Khaln tszi‘ibfﬁ’au‘ror@% support the Motion. S ;
Want to speak avi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN : Mr., Speaker, Sir,

a lew y . "
First of all, T Wou\l*g)lds In support of the motion.

i) like to state that starting of rice mills, in the
Particularly = ;g an imperative necessity. Now-a-days laboyr
€Ty rare and ¢

0, it is necessary that rice i e iR i hefit o

the cultivatoprg and

mills should be started both for the benefit of
has taken any inig '€ Senera] consumers. We do not find that Governmen
the Provings. 'ative in the Mmatter of starting rice mills for the benefit of
hen, Siy
a~days, as’ evéry‘ff\;gdﬁnd that Starting of oil mills is also hecessary.  Even now.
and other Provingeg k S, we are importing oil from the Punjab, U, p,
in this Pl‘OVince_ If’oitlhougfh sufficient quantities of mustard seeds are grown
m

s are started, this will Certainly make up the
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deficiency in the supply -of oil. Also the people of this Province will be
pecuniarily benefited. I would therefore draw the pointed attention of the
Department of Industries to this matter.

Next I come to Weaving, Sir. This ought to be the main cottage industry in
the Province. So far as the Assam Valleyis concerned, we find that the
people in that valley are more apt to produce cloth, but so far as the Surma Valley
is concerned we do not find that any sufficient quantity of cloth is produced in -
that valley. It is necessary that weaving looms should be started at every
important rural centre with Government experts to teach people and also to
encourage them to take up weaving in the villages. In the Habiganj subdivision,
Sir, from where I come, there is a weaving school at Inatganj. I personally know,
Sir, thatitisa very efficient and useful school. During the last war this school
supplied a large quantity of cloth to Government. This school has applied to
Government again and again for some sort of grant, but it appears that it simply
cried in the wilderness. This school also came up to the Habiganj Local Board
for grant. I as a member of the Local Board have been trying to give some grant
to this useful institution, but for paucity of funds it could not be done. There is
another weaving school managed and started by the Ramakrishna Mission
near about Inatganj which is also rendering very useful service, but this institution
toois not getting any enouragement. I draw the attention of the Department of

Industries and urge them to help these two schools with suitable grants in order
to make them more useful to the public.

Then, Sir, there are other branches which might he very usefully tried in this
Province. Our people particularly during the rainy season, remain idle for greater
part of the day. If they are trained in the art of hosiery work, sufficient advance-
ment can be made and the people may be benefited. Sir, these are very useful
things and it is necessary that the Department of Industries should take more
interest in these industries and give them proper facilities for development and
advancement.

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: simay T4Na
Tz, Industry ek @icatsat @77 @ Cut motion E4t=w 91 2wawy, o 795
TlTRe (FRFQ Uity @33 [Ead T @ T {9 9EnTt. s cifics st
e ¥y eivaime Wty [ AMe @i 2 ¥2 Commerce, currency
gonfe f&ww Srad AT @R I8 I H7T THE TCTF A WG, L,

A Voice.—He should speak in English, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 know ; he holds a high degree of the
University, he is a Graduate. But I do not see why there should be any objection
to any one speaking in his mother-tongue which is permissible under our stand-
ing Rules. And further more, in . this connection I may be permitted to say
without meaning any reflection on anybody, that it is far better to deliver specches:
in pﬂE’S m.Ot_her-tongue in the debate rather than bring manuscript speeches
which sometime ill-fit the debate itself. I found that some hon. Members II)Jrought
in manuscript speechcs which did not fit in with the exigencies of the debate

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : The
difficulty lies in this, Sir, }hat many of the hon. Members here at least oné party
do not understand Bengali, Assamese or Hindusthani. That is the difficulty. So
when an hon. Member knows English, and can sp : :

: - : eak fluently j lish h
should, I th.mk, speak in English unless it is decided once and foinaH tf:;tE lrlleg ;}iouls
speak in his mothertongue.

*0ecarevssosae
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The Hon‘ble the SPEAKER: But the Rules framed allow a ‘Member to
speak in English, Bengali, Assamese and Hindusthani (Urdu and Hindi). There-
fore there is no bar. As regards the hon. Members of the European, Groupz they
may be a little handicapped ; but I think most of them understand Bengali when
it is spoken slowly. ‘

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : But the Rules allow to speak in other languages
only when an hon. Member is not fluent in English.

Maulavi ABDUR RASHEED: There are many hon. Members in this House
who do not understand English.

Maulavi MUNNAWWAR ALI : When it is possible for an hon. Member
to speak in English, he should do so, as English is the greatest common measure
of understanding, that is the implication of the Rule in this matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I do not want to make any hard and fast rule
in this respect. Therefore an hon. Member is entitled to speak in the language
in which he feels the least inconvenience and least embarrassed so long as the
language is within the four corners of the standing Rules. While speaking in
English one is to think of the matter first and then to think how to put it and
then he is to translate his thought into the English language and then form suitable
sentences in English. Thus he is required in a few seconds to pass through
several stages of mental work and-strain before he utters wh_at he hasin ming.
This is very embarrassing. We very often murd_cr English grammar while
delivering a speech in English. Therefore the best thing would be that those whq
think that they may speak in their mother tongue more conveniently they may do -
so. Of course this will be allowed within the limitations set forth 1n-_the Standin
Rules. Now, as Mr. Sen Gupta is more proficient in Bengali than in English, he
may speak in Bengali.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPT!E Poare fag
TICH . AT FAg Aieaom zowg, S8 O1 TR SMCIT @99 gy
NG WA i g Imre qtqr zA | @ATT AT AT MR W ey iy
M AT ToT qeAFH [ Wiy @@z AT A RAELE| Jltc*v:_%.' 9 T Sty
N AR ST Iw ity Aoew Al FE TS AT AL NS0T Igeics 11 qe
TR OITS AT 707 7w @ Cut Modion M =@ Add Motion 2ta® six 3 |

@it Industry 9 & 9,645,200\ BT T F91 2002 | 41 7 oy
TACHT T ATACRT SITS Ttg 71 77 9 AT G 00 A4 2t gy CFhi
¥ 2o M1 Gigm qpiteg Cut Motion =11 sta Add Motion £ 7 Bt |
9Bl IOTT T04T U @ @it o i BT A0TE 200, G T IR ION
Al biwta atteh 27 Industry 7 sa—a@ Industry Department «g T A
@t Industrious 741, @iwce Soatd T FA 1 ORI Eitees oty
TS It \ARNTHT 7 frcs 2 it AIRTT ST Gt ety T @2
Faes f9e w201 ozl orics ot T At T T a7
TS 29K o7 glwdt fog o frffme (51T 909 209 |
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TTIT T 20T MR ICAGT @ A (SIS A1CT Fe (F9 2 A GIBI
ety gStelr, 7 382 FoA 1 A GEAICS 4T F4 &9 78 9 Stz 9y
faota scg B | CHItT @ FaTE AR @iT Braa M stm @1 @it 79

5120S q@ 41 fgdt @ EIITT 4t variety @© @ I @FB1 T 719 variety F -

4 BIET F 1 AW A | QF TEAE 41 AT LT T4 5 oear M 1w Afeas
o B el T O s | IR ) o g e ol T B B (6 B - =T
ot o= Taegd @ gifim | ave fwon 4ts oka, st ioT Jrers
@tweE Fiw firs Af93 = sta @Th o= Fal2 a7 F637 1 9te Post-War «g
2[4l TN BCACT (T AW AT FA | IR ((FE T00E T8 A% SlEee =7
Sizta =t @i 20 Gl @3z eI EFeF ¢ F03 719 WS 41 @75t 2
GICHT 204 | @R I et Sace it A W it Fam oW cew@ 3w
¢ fa e Textile mill, Paper mill 2ojifex =412 ©Ify, < G161 FAt510
o2 Aem 203 9Als W ©ite F9F AeIkd ts Hifs A= fre 3Bom
European and Indian Planters «3; Commerce #fsffa sio1, sitwm—a
ATCT ST o Atataee celtsa (oita @B rTfEce WoIfy, Sitra T4 afw Ty =3,

ST A @33 Sfcrs Mg T 799 208 St AFE T AT 209, oiets o

T AT SIee 203 92 @1 2CE I6 ¢ FA AT FA SIS AiFm W ey
AF ARMCAT Fiow G Fow Srati—ef @ St T Fam T At i
qTOTF @ iIT fofd Ftw firs Attam | SiF 570 @i 95 M @ @7 7@ v frge

Tfs @AM 9w Gt @ e i e @dTe T Oy ST T 2t

w2 Hydro-Electric energy SeAy sta creds Meem €fS <t i, ary
gifft | 4 o1z Hydro-Electric energy $34y FaCe 5i, SIt7F AtF human
energy I Fodif 9oy zcow IHIZ U (SCI 71 WIF T 2 Human
energy ¥ it 7 Atslics AT &= @ T ZCICR G151 7 (STI @ @} 5
energy TRty T2 ©iNea b=cd M | GeT 2RFE 0F 977 e opn
2@ WM (g human energy ¢ fF St Fits =slite wtag
ST TF (rdte 70T @l elEe fFeltd energetic FHtw “Atgq |

St Gt offtT ditr,  Sitwa 7 #Afgsid $Ree atim, = sgfiye AT FitaTs aiees
@R Feftrea Jeed e g7 e A7 o6l B2 M Fa af wy g T feitam T
Sfff, Sfeta cTH TG T capitalism oF 9ERT TS “AE e wire a[feTs
@ & Tots 203 1 | j

CiE{a0)
CTFd
A *$F9 50

i M o1 St st 93 A1 @FH was selfsuffic;
e cient 3
St e &fmefa @ e Tfe <t foears R

I T THE HAEe
SIF & AR 32 o Aty W aowd A% M oyt 2y :

g IF EFTF Tl (emly
T UIY FICS AT | @B M A I 2o Miew R, wiwem @ty s e

I 72 F90S AtgT M @7 =T @i ane TG (SIS (2
S (TR (@ Atepter fmta @tz 5t B5te Atom b;éﬁzﬁ qm?ﬁlrcr_s:gf 9:
a2 Atom bomb «3 A% ¥ 20Ms o1 M0H AT BOrHITo a7 sy o
RN P (RS fied pAre nws woawed,  Gil Sy S BeI '; | :#-7{
92T 0T 7 a9 ©4 A @ o SReEE Fn oA a3 2yice e
fCF. 3 AT T 7 T4 | Teeq I T A SRS Aty 1 ot i
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Ao gats A 1 3 e @ T Aew gas M AR etz 3299
P fofm fefis v 2 3 st o fafemr ation oca? [fes w90 =1,
A {70 SiewT e #1en M AeE,  Stzea 2 fHE w9 @I ars 2E A | e
A S T A @ty Ry sfrs M1 @R @3ua W @ FEETe A,
YN TG ENFCE 17 itz 93 o[t Pl Sefos o 472 creniz 2 I
A4 FEI7 @3 32T 9 I917 |

[Babu Purnendu Kishore Sen Gupta, M.L.A. spoke in Bengdli and urged to
prior consideration for the improvement of village industries, full employment
rural population and for increasing their purchasing power.]

The Hon’ble Rev. J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank
the hon. Members for the criticisms which they have offered on the Department
of Industries. Many of them have given various kinds of suggestions and we shall
examine them all when the proceedings are printed and try to benefit in our
attempt to develop the industries in the Province. I do not want to waste the
time of the House by discussing the remarks against the Department of Indp.str]es
as it was run in the past. This Government is quite awake to the necessity of
developing industries in Assam. When the Province will be autonomous, we sha_Il
have to develop our industries if we have to keep pace with the progress of India
and of the world. What kinds of industry will be within the power of the
autonomous Government of Assam and what kinds of industry will be under the
contro! of the Government of India, are the questions which are being discussed

now. These are the questions to be settled by the Government of India and the
Provincial Governments,

Now, Sir, in regard to industries, there are two kinds, iz., the major indus-
tries and the cottage industries. For the present the Government of Assam has
been engaged in the development of cottage industries only and has not in any
way spent its time and money for the development of major mdustries.' The
Government of Assam will have, no doubt, to spend money for the_ major'mdu.s-
tries, but how they will be run is a question which is being considered by this
Government. Theré are some who-consider that big industries, such as, cotton
mill, paper mill and sugar mill, should be run entirely under the control of the
State. There are others who say that the mills may be run on the State as well
as private capital but will be controlled by the State. I understand that the hon.
Mover of the Cut Motion has referred to that system. All these questions will be
considered by the Government and it will take some time to decide _which
measure should be adopted. ] may inform the hon. Member, who has said that
Assam should not be exploited by capitalists from outside the Province, that thig
Governme_nt 1S very much in sympathy with that suggestion and is quite awake
on the point that Assam should stand on its own capital and should not be
exploited by capitalists from outside the Province as far as practicable.

Then, Sir, as regards cottage industries, we realise that big industries may not
b?nf:ﬁt the masgs People or the people in villages and so, the industries in villages
will have to be developed so that the villagers may not be at the mercy of the big
o (24 228 O may not be altogether deprived of whatever they can run. There.
{gget;sgim an incumbent duty of the Government of Assam to develop the cottage

es.

Bung;th?érb:ﬁ?s said, Sir, by an hon. Member that there is no new scheme in the _

. . .= Year, Honp, ers have no doubt heard what the Hon’ble
Fnll_ancc %/Iimster has gaig ninM]‘:inBudget speech regarding this Government’s
go 1cy. Then he saiq ¢}, all the new schemes will have to be examined hy this
b ?vernlr?eqt. . We have haq no time at all to do so as we had only four weeks

clore the sithing iof this Assembly and this is going for almost a month. But, Sir,

give
of
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we have some Post-war schemes which also will have to be examined carefully
and will be put forward in the July session of this Assembly. I think
I may inform the hon. Members of the Post-war schemes that we have
framed at present. They are—training of technical personnel, develop-
ment of fisheries, cottage industries, institutes and ifactories, establishment of
an Industrial Research Laboratory, establishment of a Sericulture Research
Laboratory. Itisvery important that there should be a Research Institute for
sericulture. Sericulture is a promising industry which can be introduced almost
_everywhere in the whole of Assam and can be run independently by each family.
Then, there are many other schemes which I may inform the hon. Member just
now. . We want to start cottage industries and factories for fhand-loom weavine
and spinning, manufacture of tools and agricultural implements and many other
industrial works which can be done by the people in our villages. We are going
to propagate such industrial works in the Province, that the villagers may get thz
berefit of them. : !

As regards big industries, T have already said that Government is considerine
the question whether such industries should be started and controlled by the
State and what should be the policy of. Government in future. We will haye to
decide what kind of industries will be State industries and what kind of industries
will be private industries. We are not sleeping but we are quite awake in this
respect. There will be big changes in India and we are to keep pace with these.

Then, Sir, another hon. Member has sugg?stcd that there “should’be plenty of
small coins and that spoilt notes should be m:otde cashable in every treasury of
Government. This question, Sir, will be considered . by GOVGI'HH_Ient. We shall -
have to write to the Government of India in regard to that. I think, Sir, I haye
tried to reply to all the points raised by different hon. Members. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: In view of the assurance given by the
Hon’ble Minister, does the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion want to press his

tion ? ' r
o Maulavi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: T like to withdraw my Motion, Siy.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the Hoyge
to withdraw his Motion ?

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I am putting the main Demand

The question is :

«“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,51,200 be granted to defray the i
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3Lie;s:
March 1947 for the administration of the head ‘43.—Industries® > SIS

The question was adopted.

. GRANT No. 22
(42.—Co-0PERATION)

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY -
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam I beg ¢
sum not exceeding Rs. 3,39,500 be granted to defray the c};argesg‘ ‘?.movff that a
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st Mar Vh‘-lch will come
administration of the head ¢“42 -—Co-operation”. vlarch 1947 for the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved -

‘“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,39,500 be granted to de
which will come in the course of payment during the year e di
March 1947 for the administration of the head "12-—Go-operatin ;g on the 3lst

There are 10 Cu}: Motions and T would call upon Maulaviojr\lf[a b .
to move his Cut Motion No, 4, . Abdul Latif

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the

fra.y the ¢ harges
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Maulavi MD. ABDUL LATIF: Sir, [ begto move that the provision of
Rs. 78,440 under grant No. 22, Major head 42.— Clo-operation, Minor head—A.—
Direction (total), at page 125 of the Budget be reduced by Re. 1, 7. ¢., the amount

of the whole grant of Rs. 3,39,500 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

My object in moving this Gut Motion is to raisc a discussion about the
Co-operative Societies in Assam. ;

Sir, there are innumerable co-operative societies both in the rural as well as
in the urban areas but most of them are working very unsatisfactorily. The
principle of these co-operative societies is to ‘help and aid the industries or
factories that are establi.hed in the rural or urban areas but at present these
co-operative societies are not discharging their duties properly in this respect and
this is only because of the fact that money lent by such societies to members
go for individual purposes and not for any social or co-operative enterprises. I,
therefore, urge on the Government to reorganise them in such a way th;lt they
should help people both in the urban as well as in the rural areas in their
industrial purposes as well as in other enterprises.

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the
House. -

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved : ‘

““That the provision of Rs. 78,440 under grant No 22 Major head—42 —
Co-operation, Minor head—A .—Direction (total), at page 125 of the Budget, be
reduced by Re. 1, i. ¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 3,39,500 do stand
reduced by Re. 1.

Maulavi MAYEEN-UD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : Sir, the Co-opera-
tive Department is receiving a step-motherly treatment fom the Government
from the very beginning. I fail to understand why such a Deparment which has
direct approach to the people in the interior should be treated like this. It is
through this Department that the collective activities of the people for their
economic, educational and moral well-being can be helped and encouraged,
But the Government seems to be absolutely callous about it. The idea of orga-
nising the co-operative stores was not only to provide the daily necessities o't’ the
people through such societies but also to encourage the people to take to business .
But the dual system of control administered over such societies, has given those
connected with such stores, a very bitter experience and my information is that
in almost all the stores, unless the store resorted to black-marketing, the controlled
articles had to be sold at a price much lower than the cost incurred by the stores
in getting them in their respective areas ;-and due to this cent, per cent. of such
stores are undergoing heavy losses. All the hon. Members of this House wil]
bear me out when I say that most of these stores have done good services to the
people during the worst period of the war and as such they deserve specia]
attention of the Government in their Post-war planning. R .

To my mind, Sir, this Department i§ one of the most important Departments
of the Govarnment and its importance will be increased 2 hundred times during

the Post-war period. If Government want to render real help and assistance” to
the people of Assam as the representative of the people, for the people and by the
people, they can do a lot towards improving the poor condition of the millions
living in Assam through this Department. In this connection, I may suggest a
few of the methods by which this Department can come to the immediate rescue
of the poor people of the Province.

(1) The existing village societies should forthwith be reorganised and placed
under better control. It is well-known to every one of us that due to the indiffe-
rence of the QO\rernment towards this Department these societies which were
established with a view to help the people have become the personal properties
of the Secretaries and Presidents of the societies ; and as the condition of the
village societies are hopeless one cannot expect that the condition either of

o
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the central co-operative stores or banks will I?c better, rather in some cases it is
worse. It is therefore essential that such societies should be reorganised forthwith_
and in doing so the Government should consult the local Congress and Muslim )
League Organisations and seek their help and co-operation in the matter.

(2) Land Mortgage Bank. There is no such bank worth the name in Assam.
I know of one Muslim Land Mortgage ]_Sank at ‘Sylhet, bul; abou-t its financial
condition, the less said the better. While a village crcdxt_ society provides
short and medium term credit, long term credit can be provided through the
mcdium of Land Mortgage Banks. With a Central Land Mortgage Bank at
Shillong, as is the case in Madras, we can have the branches all over the Province
and thereby help the cultivators and other poor people who could not otherwise
be able to get meney from any other source. p ol

(3) Marketing Socictles. The object of such socicties would be to advance
loans to the members on the security of their produce and to rent or own godowns
to facilitate the grant of loans to members and the sale of their produze at the
maximum possible price. They will be organisations of agricultural producers
who will combine together in order to get a better return of thejr produce,

(4) Then I would suggest that there sbould be Milk Supply Societies, It
is well-known to every hon. Member of this House that pure milk has become a
thing of the past. Unless one rears a cow, one can not €xXpect to get pure milk
and it is not possible for every one to rear a cow. So, the need for milk supply
societies has become all the more great. A milk supply society will assist its
members in buying and maintaining good milch cows and buffaloes and in arrang-
ing for the sale to the public and to institutions of pure milk or its by-products to
the best advaqtage of its members. It may also have among its objects the pur-
chase and maintenance of breeding cattle and also the machinery necessary
for the preparation of milk products,

(5_) Sir, I would also stress on the necessity for eétablishing Weavers’ Co-
operative Societies. Such societies should be established in areas where varigus
kinds of cloths are made by the indigenous people of Assam  The object of such
a society will be to enable its member to purchase raw materials and appliances
advantageously, to give him better wages, fuller and more continuous cm loy-
ment to make him independent of the middlemen, to help him to get rid gf }};
evils of his indebtedness and other bad habits ard to make him thrifty and l]fc
reliant.  Such societies will act as a brake on the cupidity of master-weavers Sac ci
compel them to stop their unscrupulous mtehods of exploitation of workner
weavers,

6) Now, Sir. coming to the Cottage Industries Societies : -
out tg-na)t the main objectgof the Cottage Industries Societieg ,slftftllll?:lu}l;,d llke.to pomnt
the cottage industries and the economic condition of the arti € to improve
engaged in these industries. The main items of business of 5 O 15ans who are
Society should be, (1) to purchase such raw materials and g lffttage Industries
required for the industry and retail them either for cash or ¢ Iép lances as may he
(2) to provide the necessary technical guidance, (3) to rar?; Ilt *0 its members,
(4) to purchase and hold in common or let on hire impro%e‘:ln 0ans to members,
with the industry, (5) to purchase or receive for sale th GPPliances conmeoted
members and sell them to the best advantage and (6) toc Dished Products of
joint purchase of the domestic and other requirements fa'Ct as the agent for
sale of their finished products. ot 1ts members and for

Sir, apart from these, we may have (a) Cattle Breedin .
the uneconomic interest of the members by improving thei Ielies to  promote
breeding and (b) Building Societies, to provide suitable delfllmetl1od5 of catle-
poorer and middle classes who cannot otherwise build a Ow Z 108 houses for the
Co~0plf(:il“Fi_tliVﬁ Bltliildiﬂg Societies by giving loans to its mcr%b%rshoﬁfet'h_through the

should like to draw the a i S 2 1§ connection
I ttention of the Government that the lands acquired
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by the Government in Akhalia and other adjoining places of the Sylhet Town
awhich are not going to be derequisitioned be handed over to one such society to

. be formed at Sylhet in consultation with the two local national organisations,
namely, the Congress and the Muslim League and houses be built thereon under
such a Scheme (Hear, hear). .

Sir, these are the few observations and suggestions that T could ma}:c here
for the consideration of the House. The subject is so vast, comprehensive and
important that one may speak on the subject for hours together. 3 ;

Sir, I would be failing in my duty, if I do not say a word ahout the mise-
rable plight of the officers who have been placed in charge of sgg an important
Branch of the Government. Unless the officers are properly paid, itis futile to
expect active and sincere service from them. The Co-operative Inspectors are
the most neglected officers in the Government. Their status is not even equal to
the status of an!Inspector of Supply, a Department which has been brought into
existence due to the war. Sir, in my opinion, and I hope, I am voicing tl}e
opinion of all the hon. Members of this House that the post of gll InSPeptors in
different branches of the Government such as Supply, Co-operative Societies, etc.,
should be of one grade and that is of Second Grade Gazetted Officer. _

With these words, Sir, I support the Motion moved by Maulavi Abdy]

atif. 3
= tfi\/Iaulavi' ABDUL HAMID: Sir, as regards the suggestion made by the
previous speaker regarding derequisition of lands, I amto point out that the
lands were not acquired, but these lands were taken for war purposes. These
lands shall have to be returned to the former owners after the war purposes
have been served. These lands cannot be given to anybody for any schemes.

It is very important to have Co-operative Societies and it has become
more important after the previous House passed the Money-lenders’ Bjj,
The Money-lenders’ Bill provided the only machinery for financing agriculture,
By reducing the rate of interest we have made the money-lenders rather shy. Man
of the money-lenders find it more profi:able to deposit their money in banpks
rather than advance to cultivators. So cultivators are finding great difficulty in
finding money for agricultural purposes. This has added importance to the Co-
operative Department. It has been found that honest villagers generally fight shy
of coming into joint liability. ‘Generally clever men in thc_ villages come
forward and induce simple villagers to join in a Co- operative Society and cheat
them afterwards. To check such irauds there should be some propaganda and
the people should be educated in the spirit of Co-operative Movement. Unless
this is done, I am afraid, the Movement will not take solid root in the soil,

Sir, as regards Milk Societies and other societies, they may be allowed to
continue on co-operative basis provided the people are willing to come forward
to give their services for the efficient working of the institution. As a Minister
in-charge of this Department, I started Milk Societies, but self-sacrificing persons
were not always forthcoming and in many cases these soceities had to be liquidated.
I hope, the futwe activities of the Government shall be to combat these things
and proceed in right line. Unless the good intention of having Co-operative
Societies is given publicity over the whole length and breadth of Assam, I do
not see how Co-operative movement can succeced and the lot of villagers can
be improved. Villagers are labouring under the disadvantage of very high rate
of interest no doubt.

The Hon’ble Rev. J, J. M. NICHOL-ROY : Sir I thank the hon. Members
for all the suggestion that' they have given. We shall examine them very
carefully and shall. try to Jmplm:nent as much as we can. Itis a known fact
that the CO-Operatlve Societies in Assam are not running very well. Many of
them are a failure and some of them cannot realise the money given out. One
of the causes is the Money Lenders’ Act which has aflected greatly the progress
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of these Co-operative Soceities. It will be our interest to try and see that these
Co-operative Societies are put on a better footing. . Whether we shall be able to do
so or not it will depend on the economic condition of the country and a depression
which . is coming and, I am afraid, that these socicties will have more hard times.
We shall do all we can in order to put them on a proper footing. ;

I hope, with this assurance the hon. Member will gladly withdraw his
Motion.

Maulavi Md. ABDUL LATIF: On the assurance of the Hon’ble Minister
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion. 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the ton. Member the leave of the .
House to withdraw his Motion ?

The Motion was, by Jeave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is: :

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,39,500 be granted to defray the charges
which, will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1947 for the administration of the head ‘42.—Co-operation.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We have finished Demands for Grants he
next:item is the election to the Public Accounts Com mittee. Hon. Mem bérs will
be furnished with ballot papers for this purpose presently. Before that I have to
announce the result of election to the various sections of the Development Board
and T shall make a statement with regard to the Watch and Ward staff,

Announcement of the result of Election to the various sections of the
Development Board

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I will now announce that the followine L
bers have been elected to the various sections of the Development Board,
Agricultural  Section.

1. Raja Ajit Narayan Dev of Sidli ... o . Assam Valle
2. Mr. E. W. B. Kenny ek Ditty Y.
3. Maulana Ibrahim Ali ... Cr b S Va'lle

4+ Babu Jagat Bandhu Sircar ] Ditre, Y.

Probably hon. Members wili remember that t}‘lle. arrang'é:.ment was
should be two Members from each valley. £ S that there
Industrial Section

1. Srijut Haladbhar Bhuyan ... o

2. Srijut Bimalaprasad Chaliha Assqgit\/a“ey'

3. Babu Purnendu Kishore Sen Gupta et el \tlo.]

4, Shri Abala Kanta Gupta ... s alley.

® Co-operative Section. itto.

1. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar

2’ Sl‘iJiut Rajendranath Barua Assam,vaueY-

3. Prof. Nibaran Chandra Laskar g Ditto,

4. Maulavi Nasiruddin Ahmed u"mlc)'l_Vallcy.
] 1tto,

Statement 7¢: Watch and Ward Staff

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hon. Members are probab]
accordance _with the recommendations of the Privileges Cony aware SthapS
Assembly it was agreed that a Watch and Ward Officer with ]Olmltt.ee of the last
be cmployed'to. ensure regulated movements of visitors in the inne Ssistants should
Assembly building. A Supplementary Demand for entertainipey Lhr Precincts of the
by 11,16 then Assembly in December, 1941 and the staff was gact E,Stafr Was voted
by Government in October, 1942, The rather thin attendance ol}'duy jael e

galleries during the sessions held in 1943-45 did not warrant the visitors in the
? © Cntertainment of
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this Watch and Ward Staff on any occasion in those years. In view of the new
Assembly which has come into being now it was anticipated that the public wou!d

_take keener interest in the proceedings of the House. Steps were therefore taken in
good time before the current session to appoint the Watch and Ward Officer and -
his 10 Assistants this time but unfortunately the full strength of the stafl was not
available on account of dearth of suitable candidates although the Inspector Gene-
ral of Police recommended one retired Police Officer for the post of the Watch
and Ward Officer. There were oaly 4 candidates for the posts of the Watch and

o Ward Assistants of which 2 were matriculates and the other 2 under-matrics. Only
one of the former type of candidates turned up for duty. The salary sanctioned
by Government tor the Watch and Ward Assistants is only Rs.30 per month and
the duration of their services is confined to the sessions of the Assembly only. In
my opinion the pay sanctioned for ihese people is too small. The rate of their pay
was fixed at a time when the economic condition of the people was not as-acute
as it is to-day. in my opinion unlsss the pay of these postsis raised to at least
Rs.50 per month it would be very diflicult to get suitable candidates for sometime
to come. :

Members would agree that it is highly desirable that the inner precinets of
the building should be placed in charge of a Watch and W ard Staff' of the Housce
instead of the Police as is the case with the Central and some other Provincial
Assemblies. The Watch and Ward Officer need not necessarily be a retired
Police Officer. We may take in a person whetlier an outsider or a retired officer
of any Department, who would be found suitable by me in every way for the
job on the pay sanctioned. With regard to the Watch and Ward Assistants 1
would approach the Finance Department immediately alter the current session s
over with proposals to increase the salaries to a reasonable amount in considera.
tion of the economic conditicn prevailing in these days and the very short
period for which their services would be required, to enable me to recruit the fu]]
strength of the staff from the next session of the Assembly. The staff’ will have o
be recruited a few days betore each Session to enable them to pick up the work,
In view of the temporary nature of these posts the scheme may not be wholly

successful, but I want to give it a trial. I hope Government will co-operate with
me in this matter.

Election to the Public Accounts Committee

'.ic Horeble the SPEAKER : -Now the ballot papers for election to the
Public Accounts Committee will be distributed.

! . (While the bell was ring'ng) :

T'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : For the information of new hon. Members |
may say _thut they should not pat their signatures on the ballot papers. Those
bearing signatures will be rejected in counting,

(Ballot paper was distributed and election held.)

- The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think the result will be declared on the 2nd
April as it will take some time to count the votes, .

Adjournment

1946The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a m. on Saturday, the $0th March,

SHILLONG :

(AL K. BARUA,
The 24th May, 1946, Secretary Assam Legislative Assembly.
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