Proceedings of the First Session of the Second Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the Provisions of the
Government of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 11 A.wm. on
Saturday, the 16th March, 1946.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Debeswar Sarmah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Ministers and ninety-two Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were iaid on the table)

Barlikha-Hakaluki Road

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :
. 26. Will Government be pleased to state whether they _PI'OPO%C to
mprove the Barlikha-Hakaluki road and extend it up to Kusiara river with a
View to connecting it with Dhakadakshin (Thakurbari Road) ?

The Hon’ble Rey, J-J- M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

26.—At present there is no such proposal.

Amount spent on Sccondary Education

Maulavi Md. ABUL KASHEM asked :

27. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of money spent last
year by them on Secondary Education ?

)
(8) The up-to-date number of Government High Schools and Govern-

ment Aided High Schools in the Provin

(¢) The amount of ;
of High Scho e

ce (to be shown separately) ?

: spent by Government on each of the said kind
ols during the said year ?

TThe Hon’ble My, BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

27. (a)—The total amount spent by Government on Secondary Education for
non-exclud

¢d areas during the year 1944-45 was Rs. 16,80,283,

.(b)—-Tl‘_le number of Government High Schools for bho

excluded areas 1s 25 only and that of Government Aided High Schools is 156.

T l(gi?t}gm‘amﬁunt spent by Government on Government High Schaols
uri “7e was Rs. 9,72,807 and that on Aided 1

2 L A 5 n Aided High Schools for the same

ys and girls in non-

=t s 3T LS TG o e

TThe repliy was given by the Hon’ charge of Home Department during the

ble Ministerain.
temporary absence of the Hon’ble Prim

: Minister,
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Will ase
to state if they realise that the money spent on each Gévc?r?géﬁm}cl?gthbcsf}ﬁslcgs
more than 12 times of that spent for each Aided High School ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: 1am afraiditisa Question
of opinion.  To ascertain the correctness of the hon. Member’s statement it
would be necessary to look into the figures and compare them.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I suppose the hon. Member ascertained it
from the figures supplied. : .

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Do Gover
improve the condition of the Aided High Schools ? - R e b oe O

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KU MAR DAS: Yes, this matter would
receive due consideration.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Will Government please state
what means they propose to adopt for improvement of the condition of the Aided
High Schools ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: That is going too far, Sir
I am notina posit{ij)ﬂ ;30 sRa){ En}ylthing now. : :

Maulavi ABD A AUDHURY: Do Govern i
expenditure on the Aided High Schools is not adequate ?r Pruconyaat the

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: This is also a matter of
opinion, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Will Government consider th
question of de—provincialisation of the Government High Schapls, so that all ti;(é
High Schools may be on the same footing ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Does that Question arise, Sir
from the answers given ? This is a Question asking for a statement on the p’oliq;

of Government. :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. For the advantage of the new
Members I would invite attention to Rule 31 of the Legislative Assembly Manual

Assam. Rule 31 reads thus:

«In order that a question may be
conditions, namely :—

admissible it shall satisfy the following

(1) it shall not bring in any name oI make any statement not strictly

necessary to make the question intelligible ;
(2) ifit contains 2 statement by the member himself, the member asking it

*
shall make himself responsible for the accuracy of the statement ;
(3) it shall not contain arguments, inferences, ironical expressions or defama-.

tory statements ; ; 3
(4) it shall not ask for any expression of opinion or the solution of 3

hypothetical proposition ;
(5) it shall not relate to the character or conduct of any person except in hig

official or public capacity ; an
6) it shall not be of excessive length ;

7) it shall not be a request for action ;
(8) it shall be precisely and definitely expregsed ; and
(9) it shall be asked with the object of eliciting information pure ang
simple.”’
I would invite the attention of the hon. Members to the réstrictions'put by

the Rules in the matter of asking Questions. ¥
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Of the Government High Schools
3

may I know how many are for boys and how many for girls ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : I want notice of this Question
»

Sir.
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Grants to Barpeta Municipality
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked : :

28. (a) Are Government aware that the sanitary condition of Barpeta town
is very bad ?

(6) Are Government aware that the Barpeta town is situated in a very
low lying aréa ? %

(¢) Are Government aware that there are innumerable pits and ditches
there, _wherc all sorts of refuse matter and stagnant water accumulate to make
the neighbouring areas unhealthy ?

(d) Are Gavernment aware that the present population of the town is in
the neighbourhood of 20,000 ?

(¢) Are Government aware that there has been a regular agitation for
some years past for extension of the town and removal of its insanitary condi-
tion ? :

. (f) Do Government propose to give some special grants to Barpeta
Municipality for improvement of the town to remove both congestion and insani-
tary conditions ? i

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAJUMDAR replied :

28. (a)—VYes.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes.
(d)—Yes.
(e)—Yes.

(f )—The question will be considered along with similar questions of
other Municipalities.

*Srijut MAHENDRAMOHON CHOUDHURY: In view of the answers
givcn,ldo vacmment propose to consider the case of Barpeta Municipality as a
special one !

i The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : The hon. Mem-
ber is referred to reply to (f), wherein itislaid down *the question will be
considered ‘along with similar questions of other Municipalities™. . _

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Will Government please state
why no step was taken to remedy the insanitary condition of the town ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Presumably the
last Government must have attempted to remedy the defects. Possibly it has not
been possible as yet to remedy them completely.

: Dr. C. G. TERRELL : Are Government aware that similar insanitary condi-
tions prevail in practically every town and village in Assam ?
*  The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL, MATLIB MAZUMDAR : No.

Class III Officers in the Assam School Service
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked :

29. (a) Isit a fact that in Class III of the Assam School Service there are

many junior officers drawing higher salaries than some senior officers of the same
Class ? ; :
(b) Ifso, do Government propose to remove this anomaly ?

*Speech not corrected,
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOTI replied :
29. (a)—Might be. But no definite reply can be given unless the names of
teachers diawing higher salaries are mentioned.
(b)—The higher salaries might be due to the officiating services rendered
on different occasions before their permanent absorptions. And this is admissible
under the rules and so this is not an anomaly.

Construction of the Chaulkhowa Bridge
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked:

30. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The total amount of expenditure incurred in the construction of the
Chaulkhowa bridge, Barpeta ?

(6) What portion of this expenditure was mnict fromx the Provincial

' Exchequer and what portion from the Government of Indig

rant ? :

(c) Tghe total amount realised up till now as toll on the said bridge ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that toll was imposed on the bridge only as 5
temporary measure till such time as was necessary to realise the cogts
met from the  Government of India grant and the interest
thereon ? >

{¢) Whether they propos¢ to make the Chaulkhowa bridge to toll free
from an early date ?

The Hon’ble” Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

30. (a)—Rupees 1,50,321.

(6)—The bridge was constructed from the loan taken from the Goyery
ment of India as distinct from the loan for the Road Board programme. =

(¢)—Rupees 96,384.

(d) & (¢)—The policy of the Government up to date has been to make
all bridges free from toll when the receipts from revenue equal the cost of cons-
truction plus capitalised cost of repairs. :

The matfer is under review of the present Government.

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHON CHOUDHURY: With rcgard to reply o
(e), may I know how long will Government take to review the matter &

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOILS-ROY : I cannot tell that off-hand, Sir,

Creation of a new Province
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

31. (4) Are Government aware of the persitent rumour prevailing in the
Province that the British Government is preparing to create a new Province to
be known as the North Eastern Fiontier Province and that for that purpose the
eastern hill tracts of the Province of Assam are going to be cut off to form pary of
the proposed new Province ?

(b) Are Government aware of the public feeling that such action will pe
highly detrimental to this Province and will do immense harm to the Triba]
peoples particularly ?

(¢) Do Government propose to enquire and let the public know whethe
here is truth behind id ? ' ol
there is any truth behind the rumour as aforesaid :
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(d) 1If the answer to question (¢) above bc in the affirmative, do Govern-
ment propose to lodge an emphatic protest to the authorities concerned against
this proposal ? ‘ y

+The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

31. (a)—Government are aware of various rumours regarding the division of
the Province of Assam.

(b)—Government are aware of public feeling to this effect.

(¢)—The attention of the hon. Member is invited to the Press Com-
munique No.LL.18B/46/32 of the 6th March, 1946, on the subject, a copy of
which is given below : — : :

Assam Publicity and Rural Development Department Communique No.LL.18B/46/32, dated the
6th March, 1946, -

NO TRUTH IN RUMOUR OF PARTITION OF ASSAM

The attention of His Excellency the Governor has been drawn to allegations
that schemes are under consideration for the separation of the hill areas of Assam
from India and their constitution as a separate Colony or State. There is no
truth in these allegations and no such scheme is being considered., Rumours have
also been in circulation about the impending separation of the hills of the Province
to form a new Province. The creation of any such Province would require
Parliamentary legislation and no such proposal will be considered prior to the
convening of the Constituent Assembly. Assurances to this effect have already
been given in the Central Legislature. : . :

(d)—Does not arise, :

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Have Government ever enquired
what was the foundation for these persistent rumours ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: | think, Sir, the hon. Member
has seen the Press Communique that was issued by this Government and also
the statement that was made in the Central Assembly on behalf of the Govern-
ment in answer to a Question put by the Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chau-
dhuri. There 1s absolutely no foundation for the rumours as stated in the
Communique. ;

*Maulavi SYED ABDUR ROUF : On a point of order, Sir. Isthe reply
a pertinent and relevant one ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:  The rumour was so persistent that it
appeared in various responsible newspapers, and therefore, the reply is
pertinent and relevant. .

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Before an hon. Member puts a Question on the
statement appearing in the newspaper, he has got to undertake the responsibility
for the accuracy of the information. In this case, Sir, I don’t think the hon. Mem-
ber can possibly take the responsibility for he ac curacy of the information that
appeared in the newspaper nor the statement made in the Central Assembly.

*Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Ts it a Question, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: 1Is it the idea of the Hon’ble
Minister that the Question will be re-opened after the Constituent Assembly is
formed ? '

*Speech not corrected

iThe reply was given by the Non’ble Minister-in-charge of Home Department during the
temporary absence of the Hon’ble Prime Minister,
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The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS :
The hon. Member can draw his own inference.

*Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: But there is the suggestion.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: It may be that there is some
suggestion on the point.

*Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: " Tt is seen that the Hon’ble Minister is not
aware of it.

It is very difficult to say.

Occupation of educational institutions by Military

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :
2. (a) Is it a fact that most of the premises belonging to different educa-
tional institutions of the Province are still in possession of the Military ?

(b) Isit a fact that most of these premises are at present actually lying
vacant but have not been released by the Military ?

(c) Are Government aware that non-release of these premises is causing
great hardship to the cause of education and that the students of these institu-
tions are very much handicapped in their studies ?

(d) Do Government propose to put pressure upon the authorities
concerned so that these educational premises may be released without further
delay ? 2

+The Hon’ble Mi. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

32. (a)—Only a few buildings are still occupied, notably in Gauhati.

(b)—Government are not aware.

(c)—Yes.

(d)—Government have been negotiating with the Military authorities
for the release of the educational buildings and many of the buildings have
already been released in the meantime. Recently as a result of discussion with
the Education Minister the Military authorities have intimated thatthey will
release most of the buildings by the end of March next and the rest not later
than 31st October this year.

Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE: Will Gf)\_?ernmcnt please make anp
enquiry whether some school premises formerly requisitioned by the Military are
now actually lying vacant but have not been released by thf: Military ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Certainly, an enquiry wi])
be made, Sir, to ascertain if some school premises are actually lying vacant
although not in occupation of the Military. - ”

Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY: In re;ly to Question No.32/d),
does “March next’’ mean this year ? '

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Yes, Sir, it means current
March ; the meaning is clear from the next line of the reply.

Budget Discussion

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. We shall now proceed with
the Budget discussion. . ; .

*Mr. A. WHITTAKER : 1 don’t know whether there will be any time limit
fixed. ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now I shall ascertain how many hon. Mem-
bers propose to speak today and will divide the time accordingly. The approxi-
mate number of speakers is 21 to-day on the list and there are 225 minutes at

*Speech not corrected

tThe reply was given by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Home Department during the
temporary absence of the Hon’ble Prime Minister. ~
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our-disposal. So, roughly it comes to about 11 minutes for each hon. Member
to speak. Accordingly I fix the time limit at ten minutes for each of the hon.
Members, relaxing it in appropriate cases. I hope the hon. Members will not
please repeat the same arguments which had been advanced yesterday and the day
before.

*The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: What time will be allowed
for Government reply, Sir ? : 1

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Government will reply on Monday next.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: May I know, Sir, what
time will be given to Government Members to reply on Monday and what will be
the programme on that day ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : For Monday the agenda of business is like
this. Consideration of the Assam Financ- Bill, 1946, clause by clause ; introduc-
tion of the Assam Forest (Amendment) Bill, 1946. Then, we have the Assam
Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricant Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946,—introduc-
tion and motion for consideration both. Then, again, the introduction and consi-
deration of the Assam Amusement and Betting Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1946.
So, I suppose, we can sparc one hour for the Government Member’s reply.

*Mr. A. WHITTAKER : I don’t think that the Bills will be contentious.
So; Sir, you can give more time to the Members.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: What I would suggest
is that instead of crowding the agenda to-day, it will be better if Budget discussion
is extended up to 1 o’clock on Monday and I may be allowed to speak after the
Question period on that day. T would take 40 minutes and finish before lunch.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  What is the opinion of the Hon’ble Finance
Minister ? :

*The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: There are three Bills to be
introduced and A mendments on the Assam Finance Bill, 1946 to.be considered on
Monday. So, they may take much time. It will be advantageous to hear
Sir Muhammad Saadulla to-day so that I may reply on Monday on the points
that might be raised by him.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will hon. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury
press his Amendments ?

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Surely, Sir.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: [ can assure the hon.
Members of the House that all the Bills fixed for Monday will be finished within
two hours. So, there will be sufficient time on Monday. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T take it that the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion will speak on Monday.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS :
will be the number of Questions that will be coming
next ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Not many.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Weshall get some time
then from the Question hour also.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Likely. Hon. Maulavi Nasir-ud-Din Ahmed
will please coantinue. The hon. Member had already ten minutes yesterday.

Since he is introducing certain new matters he will continue.

Maulavi NASIR-UD-DIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I am beginning
with the question of the establishment of a University and a High Court
in this Province. @ The establishment of a University and a High Court
for a poor Province like Assam, in my opinion, is a question of luxury as
these will give benefit to a very much smaller section of the public, namely, the

May I enquire, Sir, what
up for answers on Monday

*Speech not corrected.
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intelligentsia. While wé have no suitable arrangement for Primary Education
of masses, the question of establishment of a University and a High Court may be
left for the future. :

Then Sir, coming to matters of Supply, I find that the Hon’ble Supply
Minister is not in the House. ' It would have been better if we could have put our
grievances in his presence $» that he could take a note of them. The grievances
of the public in matters of getting kerosene oil and clothes are acute and we see
that Government’s measures to give relief to the public is by appointing
more officers. It is experienced that the greater the number of officers
appointed the greater the miseries caused to the public, These officers
instead of doing good to the public exploit them. My submission, Sir, is that if
Governms=nt want to lessen the miseries, their first duty would be to lessen

the number of their Supply Officers.

Then, a few words regarding the immigrant issue. Before coming to it, Sir,
Ishould like to say that the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s Budget speech has
caused much provocation on this side of the House. And if some Members of
this side in reply used some terms which Government do not relish the responsi-
bility of this lies with the Houw’ble Finance Minister.

Then coming to the question of immigrant issue, I think, too much impor-
tance has been given to the political aspect of the issue. _ If we could look to this
issue from other angles of vision, namely, from economic standpoint, from legal
standpoint and from humanitacian standpoint, it would have been
easier and it would have been better for all of us. Now, coming to the legal aspect
of the question, these immigrants who have come from the neighbouring Province
and probably from the adjoining districts of Assam, have got every right to
come and settle here and there is no legal bar to that. ~ Then on the economic
aspect of the issue, these immigrants are very hardy gnd. painstaking

ecople. They brought the fallow and waste lands under cultivation and thys
helped the Government in getting mcrease_d revenue and th(_zy z}lso ‘nereased
the productivity of the Province. Then coming to the humanitarian aspect of
the issue, Sir, these immigrants are most unfortunate people under the sky. They
have come]to this Province as they have got nothing in their own Province unde,
which to take shelter, Sir, and their casc should be most sympatheticany

considered.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Memper has already taken double
the time allotted for each hon. Member to speak. I think, I can feel justified
for extending the time only when new matters are introduced. If the same
arguments are repeated, I regret my inability to extend further time to him.

© Maulavi NASIR-UD-DIN AHMED: I am finishing within two minutes,
Sir. :

Before T resume my seat, I would like to utter a few words, as a matter of
caution to the Government side. The Congress Party has accepted office thig
time in Assam and I wish that the flutter of getting into power will not make
them over-zealous and intoxicated with their power as I have got information
that schemes are now being prepared for_ the transfer of officers oL
because they happen to belong to some particular  community, I Expecty
Sir, in the present regime things will be managed in such a way that the
landlord will not exploit the poor tenants and the unscrupulous creditors
harass the helpless debtors and the unsympathetic capitalist will not he
to usurp the poor earnings of the cursed labourers.

With these words, I resume my seat.

will not
allowed
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Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr: Speaker, Sir. As a Member of the only
party in this House which is practising a rigid economy in speech-making,
I trust you will allow me not more than 25 minutes to speak on behalf of nine
Members of this Group. :

My Hon’ble Friend, the Finance Minister, made a very original speech. He
has given not only his financial views, but also his political views with great
frankness, and frankness is a quality which is so sorely nceded that I welcome
his speech.

But besides giving his political views the Hon’ble Minister has also delved
into history and reached the conclusion that India was one of the richest
countries in the world before the advent of the British. "I have only sufficient
knowledge of politics to respect my Hon’ble Friend’s views, but 1 have a little
more knowledge of history than of politics and I would suggest that the 17th
and 18th centuries were not the golden age of Indid’s civilisation. It was a very

carly Roman historian who, writipg in Latin, observed : ;
“The good of ancient times let others state,
I think it lucky I was born so late’ >, i

I think that on a reasonable interpretation of history the Hon'ble
Finance Minister and I can think ourselves lucky that we were born so late.
These “golden ages’ are very largely mythical whether they relate to India or °
Europe or China. India was a rich country but only in the sense that the riches
were exclusively for the privileged classes—the Emperors, Nawabs and Maharajas
and their palace attendants. The common man in those days lived in conditions
which in present times would be called intolerable. I would prefer to judge the
wealth of any country by the well-being of the common man, and on this test
the golden ages, whether in Tndia, Italy or England are lost in th: mists of
antiquity. At the same time, if I apply my own test, namely, the well-being of
the common man I must agree with the Finance Minister that Indiais a poor
country—and that the poverty of the common man is public enemy No. 1.

To return to the Budget, the current year’s Budget is, on any reckoning, an
extremely bleak atlair. The War babies, such- as the. petrol tax, excise duty
and forests, made very lusty growth during the war years and put on plenty of
flesh, but they pul on no p(.)ne and it is quite obvious that they are already
showing signs of malnutrition. The Finance Minister must have heen reminded
of Mother Hubbard when he went to the cupboard and found it almost coim-
pletely bare except for a surplus of Rs. 10 lakhs, which is only a surplus because
no new schenies have been put forward and a eredit of Rs. 20 lakhs due from the
Government of Indi_a.for the Public Works Department schemes has been antici-
pated. Several critics ha‘:fC referred to the closing balance and I notice with
dismay that the Press have trumpeted the balance of half a crore of rupees and
failed to realise that solvency (lﬁpﬁl}d§ on the revenue surplus, not on the closing
balance. 1 secem to dPtCCl' in the Minister’s approach to this Budget sometliing of
a Dicken’s character in Martin Chuzzlewit, of whom it is said : ‘he spoke with
affection beaming in one eye and calculation shining out of the other’. What
this mixture of affection and calculation will produce in tlie June/July Session is
anybody’s guess. I personally agree with the Finance Minister’s policy of
presenting this Budget as the Finance, Department prepared it. Had he
attempted to bring in new SCIICH‘!‘(:S. most of' 1}_1(:56 woulc.l .havc_ been hal[_ baked
and wvould have resulted fnd dcl!(}tt. The I'mancc. Minister is clearly right in
refusing to bring in.new schemes till hC_ has bml_lgh[ In new revenues,

There are however two hopeful features in this otherwise dismal Budget,
viz., the stability of land revenue and the stability of Agricultural Income Tax.
These two foundations of Assam’s revenue depend clearly on the “prosperity of
the cultivator, My Planting Friends will forgive me it I deseribe them as merely
large scale agriculturists who are as afflicted or as blessed by nature as much as
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the humble cultivator is. For that reason I wish to make a point which will be
unpopular with all quarters of this House—Government must, in no cir-
cumstances, consider large scale remission of land revenue. In a Province like
Assam where the resovrces of Government are poor and inelastic, no Ministry
will be able to carry out the people’s mandate for raising the standard of living
if it succumbs to pressure to remit revenue. There will be . always hard cases
but I hope Government, with its big development programme in mind, will
remember that the hard hearts of Ministers are the best cure for the hard cases
of voters. Tt is a truism that in any progressive State, Government must spend
more revenue on the forgotten man than on the pressure groups who are always
in the public eye. It is equally a truism that where the common man numbers
95 per cent. of the population, the common man will have to pay taxes.
Soaking the rich may be a sound taxation policy but it will not produce” all the
revenue the Government of Assam need. Whatever the forgotten man or the
hard cases pay in the way of taxation, it is going to come back to them _tenfold
by wise Government expenditure. I have listened now to hard ll}ck sto.ies told
in this Assembly for seven years, but always have I formed the impression that
the genuine hard cases seldom reach the Assembly. Thcre[‘or.c I shall continue
to hope that a Congress Ministry whicl'{ has habitually remitted land revenue
in the past will now maintain and even increase that revenue. I can assure the
Ministry that my Group share their view 1_;hat the future of 'Assam depends on
increasing the prosperity of the agriculturist and that any wisc measure which
this Ministry brings forward which will increase the capacity of the agriculturist
to pay revenue will have the critical support of this Group.

A constant feature of the Budget is the operations of the trading depart-
ments, notably Supply, Cloth control and Assam Transport. Regarding the
operations of Supply Department, one must again lament that no intelligible
accounts are produced. These trading departments are 111t::rfcn:1ng more and
more in the daily life of the citizen. I think, most people’s views about the
Supply and its minion departments are best summed up by A. P. Herbert. 1y
the British House of Commons A. P. Herbert is the champion of thc_ rights of
individual M. P.s and also of the inarticulate citizen. And thisis how he
described the bureaucracy in Great Britain :—

“Let’s find out what every one is doing and then stop every one from doing
i |
That, Sir, I think, is Supply Department’s motto in Assarn.

‘Then there is the Assam Transport which follows exactly the same principle,
It finds out how a man moves his goods from place to place and then stops him
moving his goods in private lorries so that the shop-keeper or the mierchant will
be compelled to send his goods in Assam Transport trucks at a very expensive
Assam Transport rates. My main quarrel with the Assam Transport is that the
rates which they fix as being profitable to Government arve excsssizely profitable

" to the favoured privaté operators who are allowed petrol. There is no question

whatever that in many of the daily necessaries of life control is still required byt
that surely, Sir, does not mean that Government should take every single
trading risk and guarantee a margin of proﬁt'. quemment control should ingis¢
that private shop-keepers do take some risk ; instead Government in Assam
guarantee traders against loss and guarantee t!aem a rate of profit @hey can mnever
hope to get in peace time. No wonder there is a rush for permits, no wonder
there is a rush for license and more important no wonder there is corruption
because obviously people are going to ‘pay a large sum of moneyin order to
enter the safest profession in Assam, namely, to become a shop-keeper with
Government money and Government license,
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It has for a long time been the complaint of my Group that the Finance
Department has never yet been able - to devise a system of cost accounting
showing how efficiently Government Agents are working. Closting the various
process of trade or manufacture is an essential feature in any business, ~ In—the
case of rice procurement, all the accounts are jumbled together and the Members
of the Assembly are left to guess whether a particular agency is making a
profit or loss. What I have asked for repeatedly isthat the Finance LDepart-
ment should take the operation of each agency and find out how much profit
it is making for Government or find out how much of Government money it is
losing every day. What is the common factor, Sir, between trading in Gur and

-trading in rice ? The only common factor is that they are both food-stuffs but

the method of handling is quite different. What is there in common between
the experience and the skill of Messrs. Steel Brothers who are the largest rice
merchants of the East and those overnight associations—I borrow the expression
‘overnight associations’ from a previous speaker—whom Government encouraged
to trade in food-stuffs ? On this particular aspect, I have some figures.. 1 know
in the Assam Valley, for example, Messrs. Steel Brothers have supplied during
the last three years to the Twea Industry over 30 lakhs maunds of rice and on each
of these maunds of rice we have paid a cess to Government of 6} per cent. The
whole of that amount now reaches the total of over 23 lakhs of ruapees which we
have paid into the Government Treasury. Now a great part of that sum
represents share profit for the Government of Assam because that sum is in
excess of the cost of maintaining Steel Brothers and it is in excess of the cost of
writing down stocks of rice, The Assembly should also know, that during the
last three years the Defence Service took much more rice than the Tea Industry
and the Central Government also paid the 6} per cent. cess—one anna in the
rupec—on tne price of paddy or rice. The result, thercfore, by a simple calcula-
tion is that the Government of Assam have received by way of cess on rice and
paddy about 75 lakhs of rupees during the last three years. The result has been
that Steel Brothers trading, which has, in my experience, been done punctually
and efficiently, has produced a large profit to the Government of Assam which
that Government have never showed separately. What Government have done
is to take the profit of Steel Brothers’ success and merge that in the losses made by
other amateur traders dealing in Gur, Dal, consumers goods, hurricane lanterns,
etc., so that it is impossible for any person to find out what is the real picture.
Now that the war is over, it should be possible for F mance Department to insist
that every agent shall produce a trading account slm}mng his profit or loss, month
by month, and this account shall be put before this Assembly in a form which
we, the common men, can really understand.

What I hope the Finance Minister wﬂ] insist on for the fy
tion of each agency in detail cost their services and find out what their efficiency
is ; dismiss those who are working at a loss, retain those who are working at a
profit but before he makes any change be quite certain that the change will result
in a more efficient service at a smaller cost to the Provincial Exchequcr, We have
been told, Sir, for the first gimc, zmc} I welcome thc_ frankness with hich e
statement was made, that in the Surma Valley rice procurement operations
there may be a loss amounting to more than 1} crores. 1 would merely like to
make a marginal note that the surplus of 10 lakhs in the pregsent Budget against
an impending loss of 1} crores 1s mere chicken feed.

I should like to make my second unpopular point, that is, to stress the need
for export from this Province. The shortage of food in Tndia will be to the
order of six million tons in 1946. Itis quite impossible for any country in the
world or any group of countries in the world to send this enormous quantity of
food in time. Distress and desolation in S‘outh India is inevitable and in fact it
has already bcgun and my a];)pea] to the Cﬂl)gl{-sg I\’Iinistry would be to export

ture is the opera-

1



128 BUDGET DISCUSSION [16TH MAR.

till it hurts. 1 should like to 1epeat that phrase—T think, we ‘mus]r ??‘p\?(_]f:nl}:]gflltl.
it hurts. By export, of course, I mean, controlled export tlnoug 1] -J-Pcs o
channel. I do not mean export by smuggling by country boat or lorri P o
mersly goes 10 black market and thus becomes a source of profit to uns P

ous merchants who trade in human misery. I am satisfied that the Supply

x S 3 ‘ovince
Minister with wisdom and skill will divide the food resources of the Provin

et g i 1€
equitably but I must urge on a party, a party which is consistently advocating tf

unity and oneness of India,
assistance of the distressed of

the other Provinees do not follow that line when we ask for Gur, th‘”}_ Wiﬁ, m;';s Is:)
cloth, when we ask for Dal. At the same time, the distress in South {llj(r lanlil it
acute that we should come to the rescue by exporting rice and RSV iment
. hurts. Tt s, therefore, all the more important that Government’s p1 oculctime
arrangement should work with maximum cfficiency. At the same o
the . distress is so real in South India that'we cannot afford not to ant
that to the rescue of these areas. It is, therefore, all the more ”_nnP(c’{;:Cy_
Government’s procuring arrangements  should work with maximum fnlﬁélf-nce
and that their price control policy should be such as te establish the confide

: 2 5 o sumption
of the cultivator so that he will not feel tempted to hoard two years’ consump
of paddy in th

measures whic
cultivator we

; i s e
the moral and economic obligation to go to th

. : - of the
h this Government can bring forward to establish conﬁd.encf' ;
from our side can assure Government of our full support.

; . is to enter
My third unpopular point—I am specialising in unpopular pomts——"brti‘;: 1
a plea for efficient administration and technical services at adequate Sa1nc()].1vs-1(i(3!‘
'8 ot given to many of us to work for salarics which the Clongress Party e
sufficient for theip own self-less workers. The Hon’ble Mr. Medhi’s rematl v\(;lvecl
the expenditure head under “Reconstruction” show that big money 18 ,m‘i S
and that Government will have to experiment with new techniques - and s
Cntcrprises. It seems to me, Sir, that the risk of making costly m:stakcs_ mim 15y
exXperiments is sq great that it would pay the Government of the day tCI) dnl‘n()t
skill and brains for Jaunching some of their enterprises, By importing O
mean bring them from Great Britain necessarily, T mean bring them ‘[rom o
Provinces if they are available, or bring them from other countries if Lh_f:y 1 =
available in India, ‘What I arn asking for, and have asked for on previous (fn:k‘et
sions, is free trade in skil] and free trade in brains and the payment at e
rate for the best advice, at least in the stages when we are still t"‘ilmf”“‘-"““,‘-ﬂli
Most cheap things are nasty, and that phrase goes for Government servants ‘"]LS e ¢
as for commodities, My Friend, Mr. Talukdar, complains about the num R (?_
high salarics in the Civil List, It is not very easy to keep to full sense of propor
tion abour these high salaries. All T would ask Mr, Talukdar to rememb-er Il?
that if all the salaries over Rs.1,000 a month were reduced to Rs.l,()O_U h.e woll (1
not still be able to Pay €ven one rupee extra to the sorely-tried primary schoo
teachers of thig Provinee,
(A voice : But we can give a certain amount of relief to them.)

When we remember that for entrusting rice procurement in the &,urtl“‘ﬂ\sznIlcsI’
to self-advertising M, L. As. this Government have lost 14 crores of rupees |
think even My, Talukdar might agrec that administrative Sk‘]_ll = J lwr)r'illll
paying for. We should also remember that the market price for tec nn(]:a ‘-S}\]
is not what Assam is willing to pay, but what other Provinces and anla-lc‘l)usu_ujsi
are prepared to pay. If the Tennessey Valiey Power Authority pays its ¢ leCt_l“]Laf
engineer a salary of two lakhs of TUPEES PEr year, we shall not get @ Man here o

that class on Rs.500 a month to advise about (he hydro-electric possibilities ir
Assam,

: c ! ¢ Sir,
the other Provinces of this country. I know, 2

x -ner. For any.
¢ hope that there are better prices round the corner.

T
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"I propose, Sir, in conclusion to pay the Finance Minist(_:r a sincere compli-
ment by imitating him and giving him a political testament from my own Group.
He has referred to the criticisms of measures introduced by the Iprevious Congress
Ministry.™ I have already stated our views about the merits o Agricultural In-
come Tax as a source of revenue. It is necessary to state once more that the
principle of that tax was not opposed by this Group. What we did oppose was
the form in which the Bill was presented to this House and I still think that in
some respects the measure is defective, ‘

There have ‘appeared in the Press certain statements  that the
European Group proposed to align  themselves with other sections of
the House who form the Opposition. The correct position is we shall
cast our votes with whichever party introduces measures aiming at increasing the

-standard of living of the great mass of population of this Province. That does pot
niean that we shall refrain from criticising those measures because we believe
that criticism is both healthy and necessary. We shall criticise such measures as
citizens of Assam with an interest in the prosperity of\Assatp and with an interest
in the general well-being. Our community though small is an integral part of
Assam’s public life, We believe, with pride, that we have made a contribution
to Assam’s prosperity and that in a period of tolerance and friendship we ‘shall
continue to play a not unitnportant part. Perh.aps a small part of ouvr duty will
be to voice unpopular points of view in this Legislature so long as we are a part
of this Legislature. All I would ask from the Government of the day and from
the Opposition of the day is to believe sincerely that our views will come not as
from representatives of a Raj but will come as from citizens of Assam, believing
in Assam and believing that we can help to make this Province a going concern.
We shall not ask for privileges which cannct be shared by every other commun; ty ;
we shall take on liabilities according to our strength ; we shall carry burdens
according to the provincial need and our capacity to carry those burdens. And
having said so much, Sir, in criticism of the present and also of the outgoing
Ministry I would remind the Finance Minister of another Finance Minister in
another place. Disraeli once said in the House of Commons, “My idea of an
agreeable pérson is a person who agrees with me”, .

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in some respects I shall not agree with the Finance Minis-
ter, but I trust he will not on that account describe me as a disagreeable person .
The more one examines the intractable problems of Assam the more certain it is
that forrmany of them the Government of the day is 801ng to require the support
of all Parties and all Members and speaking for my own Party, Sir, T would like
to assure the Finance Minister and his Government that that assistance will Ve
forthcoming (Hear, hear).

Srijut  BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
hon. Members in the Opposition in their Budget criticism speeches
remarks which I would like to refute.

It is indeed very unl"ortupate that altl_lough the Hon’ple Finance Minister
made it absolutely clear in his speech that time factor is responsible for not being
able to present a Budget drawn according to the pol_icy and programme of the
prescnt Govemnmierl banc a new, Sudgcbdrain according {5 Thas st Bt
gramme of the present Government will be presented 1‘3€i0rc the House hre July
next, some of the hon. Members of the Opj osition refused to appreciate this most
reasonable explanation and went to the extent of making certain unkind remarks.
I am however glad that there are Members in t}le same opposite camp who have
accepted the reasonable explanation of the Hon’ble Finance Minister.

One hon. Member in the Opposition yesterday said that although there was
plenty of waste land in the Sibsagar district the land per capita of the people of the
said district had remained the same since the last three years., And from that the
hon, Member came to the conclusion that the people of the Sibsagar district either

some of the
made certain
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have no further necessity of land or unwilling to acquire more land. Sir, I
want to remove this wrong notion of the hon. Member. I represent the Sibsagar
West General Constituency and I can boldly say that the people of this district
are definitely suffering for want of land. I receive many applications e¥ery day
for land and I have with me records of survey conducted at my instance of some
villages which will prove beyond doubt that there are many villages which have
no land sufficient to earn their subsistence. In my tour in ‘my constituency I
had the occasion of visiting a village Bongaon by name in the Meteka Bongaon
Mauza. There was a Lower Primary School in that village which unfortunately
had to be closed down for want of pupils. The explanation which the villagers
gave for not sending their boys and girls to the school was _indced very pathetic.
They say that the first thing is food, a hungry boy cannot sit for study, we have
no Jand sufficient to earn our livelihood. This is the position of land.

Again in the Panidihing Mauza the villagers of one complete village
which was standing at Mesakichapari which was washed away by the Brahma-
putra some three years back are still living as evacuces. No suitable land has as

yet become available for them. Applications for more land of the people of

Bokota, Khaloighogora and Silakuti Mauzas are daily coming up.” These are

but a few cases 1 have put forward to remove ‘the wrong notion of the hon.

Member and T would impress upon the hon. Mf:mbcrs in the Opposition that the

indigenous people of the Province are actually in need of land.

Sir, it will however be very unfair if our discouragement of encraochments
and statement of facts that the indigenous people need more land and this Pro-
vince has no capacity to bear further imm?gralw'n are mterprcgted as our want

A of sympathy for the landless people of India. Sir, we are qmteT aware of our
g\/ responsibility towards the problems of India. We also know very well that the
(3 problems of India shall have to be 501\:3(1‘ by the Indians themselves, We .kno\'v
of the pressure on land in the other provinces. The picture of Bengal famine is
still before our eyes. But, Sir, we are not prepared to accept a scheme which
Zi while going to solve a problem creates new PfOblff_mf‘- By that 1 mean
that this Province has already absorbed innumerable 1m1111g1a!::ts and it has no
capacity to bear further immigration and therefore any fu”h“ lscttlement of land
with immigrants will create an insoluble problem detrimental to all. Adoption
of such schemes will be like the fox chasing his own tail. Sir, we had enough
of unpleasantness for short-sighted and evil planned wor.ks.m the matter of land
settlement. Let us call a halt to it and sce how best things can be managed. T
believe the present way the Bengal Government 15 shirking its ‘l‘(?spnns:bﬂ.lty in
respect of immigrants is unwarranted. The ad\’t)(.ﬁ}CS of immigrants will be
justified in putting their pressure on the Bengal Govcmment for satisfactory solu-
tion of the problem as thg primary rg:SponSIbllﬂy for these people rests with the
Government of Bengal. : v :

Sir, as was said by an hon. Member in the Opposition the cher day, there
was no construction at all in our country to reconstruct.  Whichever side you
look at you find innumerable problems to be tackled. . Bad health, bad water
supply, bad food, bad agriculture, bad livestock, want (?f education and every
thing—all these problems need to be t_acklcd and we are determined to tackle
them. The Congress Government will no doubt do their best for the uplift
of the country for all sections of the people at the shortest possible
time. Money, of course, shall have to be fgund out. Every bold step for the
fulfilment of our object shall surely be taken in proper time, In the meantime,
let us have patience. Let us talk less and do more. We are confident that the

present Government will prove worthy of the confidence the people have reposed

on them. ) :
With these words, Sir, T beg to resume my seat.

S

b
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Mr. P. M. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister
has said in his Budget speech that he had no time to prepare the Budget accord-
ing to the policy and programme for which he stands, and that ht? had no time
to scrutinise new proposals or formulate new schemes for amelioration of the
condition of the people living in the villages. He had no schemes which could
help the moral, intellectual and economic uplift of the people.  As regards his
lack of experience, tact or skill, I would not admit 1t, as otherwise he could not

- have been one of the Hon'ble Ministers in the Government. He spoke about
ill health, illiteracy, under-nourishment, undcr-employrpent and ~ of them, the
most formidable is poverty regarding the people of India. The Indian Nationa]
Congress as representing the people’s will to ir(:Cflor'n decided to enter the
Legislative Assemblies with the Inauguration of Provincial Autonomy to mend it or
end it, but we are afraid neither of these has materialised. The Congress Coalition
Cabinet at the time of presenting the Budget had to introduce a few new taxation
measures based on the principle of taxing the rich who can well afford to bear
the burden and for giving-relief to the poor, already crushed under the weight
of taxation, in the shape of land revenue remission and .also to set apart funds
for rural water supply, primary education, adult education, prohibition of opium,
ctc.  Of these measures of taxation, the Agricultural Income Tax alone contri-
buted a sum of Rs.2,70,12,406 up to the end of January, 1946. But before the
money thus realised could be utilised for the benefit of the masses, the Congress
Coalition Government had to resign for an issue not known to the masses of
Assam. The Congress Government resigned on the issue that they asked the
British Government for immediate declaration of complete independence and
a Constituent Assembly elected by the people to frame” the Constitution of Free
India for the formation of the National Government at the Centre 1o carry on
the administration of the country so that the Congress Working Committee might
come in, in place of the British. On this issue of complete independcnce. and
on the very same issue of the Quit India Resolution, the Congress contested  the
election and the people of all races and tribes and followers of aiths living

in hills and plains have given a clear verdict that they are behind the Congress
demand of complete independence.

“There are a considerable section of the people in India who differ from this
statement of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. The issue of Complete indepen-
dence is not the same as the issue of Quit India Resolution of the Indian N tip 1
Congress, The Congress have clearly not obtained a clear verdjeq from 21.]1a Ona-l
and tribes and followers of all faiths living in the hills angq the plains of A races
(Hear, hear.) Itis clear that all peoples of India need and the B .ss‘am.
clamour for independence—but all are not agreed ahbgy the vc Quis iCCt.IOI},S
demand of the Indian National Congress.  The two i Uit India
independence and “ Quit India > have been confused by the upholders of th d
of ““ truth and non-violence . The Congress demand T, transfer ofe Crcf‘r
{rom the British hands to those of the Congrcss Worl; mittee s ng?‘:lfe
same thing as the demand of all peoples, tribes i ities of India that
there should be full and complete self=government for the smallest mino;ity in
India. y .

Let us all fervently hope that the British Cabinet
Indian peoples, tribes and nationalities to solve their polit
that complete independence may be found for all races, triles, castes and peoples
of all creeds, not in accordance with the demands made by any one man, or party
or group in India, but in accordance with the demangs of ‘the ‘Cotn bt
the cultivator, the labourer and the worker. Otherwige the

¢ : e Seasy c setting up of the
¢ Kisan and Majdoor Raj >’ “n India will not pe Possible. Let not the “Kisan

Ission  will enable the
leal Zig-saw puzzle so
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-

an(ril Mazdoor Raj >’ be a fraud perpetrated on the dumb and dormant millions in
India. i 2
Let me now refer to page 4 of the Budget Speech, wherein it is stated :—

¢ During the period the Congress M. L. A.s left the legislature,
almost the entire amount raised by the new taxation measures spon-
sored by the Hon’ble Finance Minister of the Congress Coalition Cabinet for
the purpose of ameliorating the condition of the poor peasants, labourers and the
backward people was absorbed in giving fat salaries and special allowances to
innumerable persons appointed in various new departments created during the
war emergency period .’ One would agree to this statement of the Hon’ble the

Finance Minister; but one would also be justified in asking whether the repre-

sentatives of the people of Assam were justified in leaving their posts at the

Assam Legislature at the behest of some people outside the Province of Assam.
One would ask, who voted for the Members of the chlrzlatwc _Asscrnbly in the
Assam Legislature—the people of the Province or those living outside the Province ?
Whose fault was it thata considerable section of -the people of Assam  were
left unprotected in the Assam Legislature during the last six distressing years?
The Hon’ble Finance Minister has given the Housé¢ an elaborate preliminary
In that Budget he has shown no departure
he has merely dotted the i’s and cut the t’s
pe of schedule truly indicative of a
1d as conceived by the Congress—

in presenting a very tame Budzet.

from the older varieties of Budget—
and has flourished a ¢ take it or leave it >’ ty
¢ Risan-Mazdoor Raj ** that is on the thresho

shall we # ; S : .

Thes?-{on’ble Finance Minister has frankly admitted in his Budget Speech,
that time being too short he could not make even 2 slight change in the Budget
Estimates.  He was, therefore, forced under unavmdab}e_cxrcumfﬂianccs to present
the Budget as prepared by the previous. Care-taker Ministry. That the Budget
Estimates do not reflect the policies, programmes and outlook of the present

Government, whatever these might be,—it goes without saying. Any criticism
of the present Budget Estimates will virtually amount.to the criticism of th‘c ‘formcr
Government, Suffice it to say, nevertheless, that the present Bgdg{;t Estimates

utlook and an attitude of mind directed

fully represent an entirely bureaucratic outlo SR T i

towards the fattening of the rich at the cost g;l the poor. Thereby I' _rclc: to the

top-heaviness of the administration ; most of the budgetary provisions asc as
> ¢ allowances *

A e 13 € rfis:
usual resolvable into four age-old 1tems, pay s l{unum‘l]’mt o e
and “contingencies”, a lion’s share of which goes into the pockets ol the richi upper

class people. Very little amount has ]Jeen Coptemplat‘cd to be spcnﬁ on the
development of unlimited resources of the Province for feeding the hungry mouths
and clothing the naked. This has been pointedly Cl‘lLlClS.Cd by previous speakers
and I have nothing further to add. Anyway, I should like to  sce that under the
present Congress regime, the existing sfafus quo vanishes in no time, and that an

entirely new outlook comes into operation.
Sir, under the existing system of administration it is the number that counts.

Number seems to be the governing consideration in almost all spheres. Seats

in the Legislatures and Local Bodies and appointments under the Government or
under the semi-Government institutions, for inslance, are almost In all cases,
distributed on the basis of numerical strength of: the communities and other con-
venient social groupings. If numerical superiority be the criterion now-a-days,
we see no reason why the budgetary provisions should not be allocated- and  dis-
tributed with a view to the greatest good of the greatest number. From a perusal
of the Detailed Estiniates and Memorandum thereon, one fact particularly comes

to our notice. And it is this: that it is the vested intercsts who are holding their

eternal sway and that the principle of numerical superiority is conceded to the
extent of helps the ruthless and merciless aggrandisement of the vested interests at

the cost of the poor voiceless millions.
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Sir, itis common experience that as a person goes uphill, higher and higher,

his physical and mental defects become visible more and more and come to the
forefront. During war time we went up to such a peak of difficulties that we
had had the bitter experiences of the inec

jualities and injustices of the existing
economy, may we say feudal economy, which picturesquely came into our view
and yet that economy persists with a vengeance. If the Congress Government
have had the boldness to work out the progressive items in Manifesto No.2

issued by the Congress High Command for Provincial elections, we may un-

- hesitatingly say that the existing feudal economy will yield place to a social-

istic one and that the ex
of the past.

There is discrimination and exploitation perpetrated on the undeveloped
people of Assam. The hon. Members
Budget. Corruptionis running riot in the Province and the poor people—the
cultivators, the labourers and the workers are already groaning under the
heavy loads of oppression, suppreséion, exploitation and taxation, driven from
post to pillar, not able to keep the wolf of immediate starvation from the door—
have not been given any” attention in the Budget. They are told that they
must wait until the Government might in a leisurely manner see what might
be done for them at some indefinite future. Is this a good augury, I say [or
the “Kisan and Mazdoor Raj” that is being promised to the common man
from the roof-tops ? (FHear, hear). L

During the last Provincial “election it was proclaimed that if the people
voted for the Congress and Congress came into power in Assam the heaven would
be established among the people of Assam. For this purpose the people had
to be cajoled and rocketted to the polling booths. The common people of Assam
who have been induced into voting Cangress into power in Assam, are on the
tiptoe of expectancy. The Provincial Congress in its election broadcast promised
much and indicated much more to the common people, the peasants, the labourers
and the workers in Assam—and behold Cengress is now in power in the land !

The people of Assam are expecting, while the Assembly is in Session, that o
new era of presperity, progress and happiness is being forged in the w
the Assam Provincial Legislature. But alas © When one turns to the
sented by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, one finds no indication
that even a caricature of an attempt is being made by the G
the people of Assam that their poverty, squalor, ill-health o
going to be mended or ended. ‘

Under-nourishment and under-employment are grimly
Hundreds of boys and girls from schools and colleges are going forth into the
world to find themselves swelling the ranks of the multitudinous unemployed.
These young people can never be employed, nor the hosts of unemployed labour-
ers until a move is made now, on the floor of this House, to introduce a ¢ Kishan=
Mazdoor Raj” in the Province of Assam, no matter whether the other provinces
want to introduce such a raj or not. _If the promises lately made by the Congress
to the people, tribes and nat.lqnaht}es in Assam are not to end in smoke, the Bu?.lqet
presented by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Finance needs to be drasticzi']]y'
changed to provide for the extermination of profiteers and socia] sharks, to provide
for the proper distribution of commodities in the rural areas, to provide for the
removal of corruption and malpractices in the Government departments, to pro-
vide lands or livelihood for the landless indigenous people including the fealansdon
tribes and castes scttled ‘in Assam and who numbey 20 lakhs of peop?c, to
cfficiently control Circle Sub-Deputy Collectors and Maujadars many of whom
are exceedingly corrupt and intent on land speculation. There are many other
provisions that should find place in the Budget. . But this brief reaction on the
Hon’ble Finance Minister is indicative of what is generally expected of the party
that claims to be on the verge of establishing ** Kisan Mazdooy Raj”.

isting inequalities and injustices will become things

orkshop of
Budget pre-
whatsoever
overnment for
r illiteracy are

stalking the land.

might turn to the details in the 3
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Particularly T should draw the attention of the Government that ever since
the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy in 1937 under the Government of India
Act of 1935, nothing has been done in this Province for the Indian Christians of
the Indian Christian Constituency, and nothing has been done for the tea garden
tribes and castes settled in Assam, though these tribes and castes have been produc-

_ing wealth for.the Province to the tune of Rs.50,00,000 on the average, annually.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member has taken more than a

quarter of an hour. =T

Mr. P. M. SARWAN: Very well, Sir, T am finishing.

We thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister fgr presenting a very elucidating
Budget. It has succeeded in elucidating this fact that the present_Cabinet
finds that Congress has been taken at its word by the people and nationalities
of Assam and the Congress sponsored Cabinet finds 1tsel[- non-plussed by.thc
prospect of practising according to its oft repeated and broadcasted professions

of the at has sponsored it. . :

LT r‘t):iqu:gstt ttliﬂluc Govérnment to enable thé people’s rcpresentlatwcé—rl\{;l:mbcrs o

the Legislative Assembly—to go back to their constituencies at!! he %11 of the present

Session and to tell the voters the outstanding benefits th?.t tl_c;) L}v;:\rumcnt has
planned and decided to confer on the common 1’)&’:0{31‘3*‘*1“3~ t‘"ll ﬁio ; Issam. I be

also to inform the Government on the floot of this HPUSC_“:;C t(?_g};s atur.:l Df the
people—the wrongs that are being pc_rpcu‘atcd on the tea g‘?l ;:Rec{ 1_1:35A3-n castes
settled in the villages of Assam. These people hani HP?“ Seit rilrht ssarg and

become the indigenous people of Assam and posse]ss tfczi?sr:;l &,Tliesac.:n 131‘i- =
vileges as those enjoyed by other sections of tl_lc' peop th’ e ensi‘li e bPCOIJ e
are being denied the basic rights _and‘ privileges o l«:1 z L I;e o y‘_ l}}e
‘white men’ but by the Indian public servants thenisc vgs. ! Ii- b.s thlsCEEu-‘m_
nation and eXploitation Pcrpetratcd on these und(ive O%Cth p'f'e}{)tile 58 )afi orest
Department, the Revenue Department and the Supply an € Patments,
2 I warn the Government that

: is re take note of all these. 1w .
Government is requested to ssam and at any time it may become terribly ac-

there is an inactive volcano in As : he H
: Je Assam Valley. T warn the House that a
E:friac'l;ia: ‘f:ncz?:/) (;\\»:gt;:ptgfwex"vt}i?;iﬁil(ﬂc cast and whoever knows what its direction
will be ? : R S G

Bt ) UE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I take th!c privilege of
5PCalﬁf‘?gmzvf%caAD\;cﬁ?sZifﬁtll_‘ch%l%gCt ! 'imro.du(ich bly tglgs iI;I?: :lsierintlance
Minister. Itis no use going into the details of the Buc %e R :ty%ed
one. The Hon’ble Finance Minister to get the credit o .?.Fl ?p PR 8¢l has
introduced a fictitious' Budget leaving the whole responsi )lllt} Df [hplﬂvlc_)us,
Government. We had cxpected some definite and planned sc 1‘Cme§ or the r‘nmal,
intellectual and ecomomic uplift of t};e people of the Province, but to our utter

1opes.

surprise we have been left dupes of ] 2
P'_‘[_-"She 1¥1ajor portion of the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s speech has been occu-

. 1 -ece i nropagandas  Lhe Hon’ble Minister seems shivering at the
E;gn 1}1)1; g;)?’ii{?itallf oci}::rgthc country. But I do not l:lame him for \;{hcln _the whole
_ world has been crying ‘Light, light and more light,” the 1011"0950 cfml;ness- and
of reaction will naturally shudder. Pakistan is Lh_e only 50 utllon [} : all evils of
India and for the good of all — Hindus and Ml‘l_sth, T,lCh mcli( bPOOIh, - We must
have it. I take great objection 10_the. word ‘Kamla® use Yy the Hon’ble
Finance Mipister for the Muslim 1mmigrants 1 5
coming to the question of Muslim im migration into As;jam, F'Am surprised by the
speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. The Hon ble - (inarlcc Minister has
made the economic question into a political one \yluch‘ls angerous and fatal
to the interests of the people of the Province. Essentially it isan economic
question and it should be solved in an economic way. Sentimental tackling of

rants coming to Assam. Now, Sir, -

p—

2
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the question with commu.t-lal bias will provoke sentimental difficulties and com-
munalism. There are still about 57 lacs ol acres of uncultivated land in the plains

Districts of the Assam Valley excluding current fallow land according to Agricul-
tural Statistics of Assam (1940-41). :

To develop Assam economically, these uncultivated waste lands should be
thrown open for cultivation to grow more food by the immigrants who are
- the best cultivators, to save themselves - and thousands of others from impending
famine. Assam in these days of modernity should by no means be allowed
to go back to the primitive stage by keeping lands reserved for future genera-
tions “ and for cattle ofno- economic value. Rapid industrialisation is a prime
national necessity. No country is developed until and unless itis developed
€conomically and industrially. Our Government should find out ways and
means for economic and industrial development of Assam by launching campaign
against illiteracy, dogmatism and pessimism instead of driving away the Muslim
landless immigrants barbarously and mercilessly. Sir, the statement of the
Hon’ble Finance Minister regarding the landless immigrants being imported by
the middle class immigrant landlords is tinged with vindictiveness. Natural con-
tions have compelled them to leave their sweet mother land to find outa
Place in the jufgles of Assam to keep their hody and soul together upon the
Produce of it. I appeal to the Hon’ble Ministers and hon. Members not to be
30 unkind, on the humanitarian point of view, to make provision for a morsel
to our Jlandless immigrant brothers. They have come to live in Assam and
die in Assam and if necessary for Assam. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru rightly re-
marked “Immigration is bound to take place because of the economic urgeé for
1t. No amount of sentiments and not even laws will ultimately stop it. Indeed
€ven from the point of view of developing Assam and making it a wealthier
rovince immigration is desirable.” State is originated by the people for the
People and not for animals. Assam has passed the upheavals of war in peace
ut disaster and disorder will be the result if the Congress Government misuse
eir powers and persist in their dog in the manger policy. Legally and morally
the so-called Line System can never exist, I challenge the legality of the barrier
€tween man and man. s
X YT went to the village Champapathar in Pukuripar area in Chaygaon circle
of Gauhati Subdivision to see with my own eyes how immigrants have been evict-
ed, The houses of 54 families had been demolished by the Government officers
and the police force and their crops had been destroyed by the local Nepalees
and Assamese people who accompanied the local officers at the indication of local
Congress leaders. It pains me much to describe how the whole village was
rendered desolate and about 200 souls homeless. Any one having a bit of sym-
Pathy for the immigrants cannot but be moved at the pitiable condition in which
they had been left. Poor as they are, they have nonein the world to feel for
them, A mosque where- the villagers used to perform their prayers had also
been demolished. 1am very sorry, the Hon’ble Prime Minister does not believe
the hon. Members. .The children were loitering about with tears in their
&yes, females were taking shelter by the side of heaps of thatches of the demolished
houges and their paddy was strewn away. Is it not a ruthless and barbarous act ?
ost of them had come to Assam 20 years before and settled in. the Goalpara
istrict and Barpeta Subdivision. Being eroded and finding no place . there, they
ad come over to this place with their families and settled 9 to 10 years before.
ow nicely they have cultivate@ land near about thes‘r h(_)uses. Hac} any of the hon.
Mempers heen there, he certainly would have said it was quite inhuman to
*ender them homeless. Law administers justice but in this case we find that‘
\e intricacies of law are doing injustice. I they are encroachers in the eye of
%0-called man-made law, they are not to be banished but the law should be
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amended forthwith. Tt is the mandal who is responsible for all this. The man-
dal allocated land for each of the families,

surveyed the land and realised money
from them but these poor immigrants are always the victims. I did not find any
cattle nor any buffalo

grazing there. To the south of the village there is a
vast waste land sparsely cultivated Assamese people only to

maintain the houses of the evicted
long they had been in the occupation of

by the local
their possession. The foundations of
immigrants will prove themselves how
the land.

Sir, in the modern world of to-day, a country to be great must pay its deepest
and serious attention for the spread of education amongst its children, Demo-
cracy is a mockery until and unless the voters are sufficiently educated to un-
derstand what civic right is. In the Province of ours, which is the most
backward in India, education must be given first consideration and sufficient
money must be kept apart in the Budget for the primary and secondary cduc_a-
tion., Compulsory primary education is the cry of the day. Money allotted in
the Budget for primary and secondary education is quite inadequate, Under the
present system primary and secondary education in the Aided schools is being
imparted at the cost of ill-treated and ill-fated school masters. This sort of indis-
criminatin‘g treatment should at once be stopped and justice should be done to
them. There should not be differential treatment to the same class of people doing
the same work. | think, Sir, deprovincialisation of secondary schools and more
grants to the primary schools will surely solve the problem

Sir, T shall he failing in my duty if I do not place before the Government

'the grievances of the Muslims regarding Islamic education. To spread Islamic

education the establishment of Islamic Colleges and Madrassas must be encouraged

by sufficient financial aid. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan, President, Assam Pro-

vincial Muslim League, started an Islamic Intermediate College at Hamidabad,

Dhubri, The Government is requested to encourage the founder of Islamic
College edycation by sufficient financial aid and arrange for its affiliation.,

. - rawithe Serious attention of Government to my Subdivision — Goalpara—
which is one of the most educationally backward areas in the whole of Assam. T

278¢ upon the Government that suffscient money should be made ayailable for
Increasing the gran up at least twenty maktabs and

> t of the Local Board for taking ‘ 5
”jn pPrimary schaools in the different localities of the Subdivision of Goalpara and
Government aid sh

- ould be granted to (1) Chakla High English School in North
Salmara Police Station, (2) Rakhaldubi High English School, (3) Gendauri High
[LDHI}S}I School ang (4) Autatali Junior Madrassa in Lakhipur Police Station in
the Subdivision of Goalpara. Increased grants should also be given to (1) Goalpara
Middle English Madrassa, (2) Jaleswar High Madrassa and (3) Rakhaldubi

Madrasga .

Sir, Post-War Reconstuction Schemes have so long remained a paper
scheme only. T am afraid, this time they may not vanish in their modifications.
f&sufﬁmen.t amount should be kept apart, for the construction of 1oads
in the D{st:'ict of Goalpara and particularly in the Lakhipur Thana in
my constituency. The Government is requested to take up the Kharmuja
Road under Public Works Department and extend it to Lakhipur zia Chy-
narl. The neceggi :

; > ] 1 has been very
greatly felt by the People of Lakhipur Thana, :

Lakhipur Thana is the victim of terribl
embankments

e flood almost cvery year, Three
Preventing the onrush of river
flood. 1, theref; §

water will stop the recurrence of
t Government to set apart a consider-
able sum in the Budget for the work.

Then, Sir, turning to cloth scarcity and sy
ventilate the local grievances of the public of

PPly of food commodity, T like to
burning cry of the pe

( _ my District,.Goalpara. The present
ople is the want of cloths. Sir, T fail to understand why the
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Government have introduced the controlled system and are spending the people’s
money for nothing. The policy is good no doubt but the operation is very bad
and ruinous. The Government, it is said, have fixed the montbly quota of cloth
for every subdivision or district. I am sure, the Government did not supply the
monthly quota fixed by them and could not check black-marketing which is an
open secret to the officers concerned., The public are in darkness as to how much
cloths are being distributed monthly and how. s
Sir, my humble suggestion is that as the war has ended and Indian Mills
have been at work, the controlled system of cloth dlStI‘l]N:lth.n should be e?.bolishcd
forthwith. If the indigenous cloths prove insufficient, let foreign cloths be imported
to meet the demand of the people. In the meantime, quernment shot}ld appoint
a Cloth Committee consisting of officials and non-officials in every subdivision for
the distribution of cloth and in regard to the muffasil area, zones should at once
be fixed for the retailers. In every zone, there should be a Cloth Distributing
Committee of the leading public which will be solely responsible  for the distribu-
tion of cloth within that zone The retailers must strictly be ordered to keep
registers and pProper accounts which should be monthly checked by the officer
concerned on the spot in the presence of the Committee.
ugar is scarce to {he villagers and so also kerosene, The popular Govern-
ment, as it is called people’s Government, to be true to its meaning, should try to
remove all these difficulties of the peasants. J
. >, I now come to the most ancient grievances of the people of the Goalpara
District regarding he Provision of a steam vessel or motor launch for the Goalpara-
Pachania-J ogighopa F erry Service. The travelling public are subjected to great
disadvantages and hardships for want of such a conveyance. The Government
have been moyeq times without number but nothing tangible has resulted. 1
urge upon the Government to provide a steam vessel in time without tail. The

most dangerous Season for us is on and already those who have to pass the river
both up and down ap. being subjected to terrible hardship not unoften at the
risk of their [ives,

Lastly, Sir, T fail to understand why step-motherly treatment has all along
bleen done by the Government to the people of the District of Goalpara regarding
Governmeqt Services. I should say it is the most neglected corner of the Province
and for which Government have no sympathy.  We are now, Sir, compelled to
gieman_d the Teservation of our quota of service in the Government Departments
including senig and junior civil services on the strength of the popalation of the
DlSll'ICt- of G(‘)a]pa[-a_ .

With thege words, Sir, I resume my seat.

_ Professor NIBARAN CHANDRA LASKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I congra=-
tulate the Hq :

h W'ble Finance Minister for the lucidness and candidness with which
léc ea: [?{resengeq the Budget. He has himself given out that it is the previous
afsiialz Fr.Mlnlstry who prepared this Budget and naturally enough, it is hardly
poad o anybody within such a short time to change the frame-work of that
Bu %Cttwblthout letting the whole structure fall. So when I do not feel very
?lc:;fnogdablc over this Budget'- I cannot help thinking that the care and earnestness
Gk 0%{ e present Cabinet could not be harnessed _by the last Ministry to
Government ;epal‘mg a Budget to the best benefit of the masses. The last
: : 43 not handed over to the present Government any real surplus
with which to open Y
cstimlaiggr:ul. fanx_iefc‘y of the Hon’ble Finance Minister when he says that the
the Budget 1111) us of Trs, 10:27 does not seem real, and what is more alarming,
While therefgfy turn to be a deficit one to the extent of Rs.30  lashs.
the masses ande We are anxious to see that some new schemes as will really benefit
rly as possib]. as contemplated in the C‘.ql?gr_ess programme, are takt;n up  as
carly as possible soa cannot help beware of facing and meeting the deficit without
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affecting the poorer sections of Fhe people. Son?e of my hon. ! E:riends on the
Opposition have in spite of hearing from the Hon’ble Finance Minister, grumbled
against the non-inclusion of any new schemes. Had th.ey been so mmcle:d’ as to
offer constructive criticisms they would have surely realised that the omission of
new schemes until the financial position of the Province is properly gone into has
been an act of prudence. New schemes should have no fascination for their
newness, but should be so framed. as will serve the greatest benefit of the greatest
number. That can only be possible when we can adopt the ;chemcs lenvlsagcii
in the Congress policy and programme, designed to bepeél_t 1(.11& peop c-l of all
castes and creeds. It has been mentloncd_ by some prejudice clrmcsht hat the
Congress goal of Swaraj will be the Swaraj for the caste Hindus only. I hope such

.'t'g are not in a better position than myself to pronounce on this matter, as
cri n:‘,s1 11-1 a Congressman and a member of the scheduled castes. T would only
X i f—;o e critics to the Congress Election Manifesto which saf'cgua.rds .ﬂ.le rights
Fea r')S'le es of not only the scheduled castes but of all minorities of all
igr(:lngﬁ]n?tieg And I may say, and say definitely, that the Party to which I have

[16Ta Mar.

the honour to belong is determined to implement the Congress Election Manifesto

in all Ilms"’}l]%g:g]?.y%}nancc Minister has drawn the attention of the House to a
num’}l}“e;em impm:tant matters in the various Departments, the first and t_he fore-

f which is the Supply Department. We are face to face - with a threatened
most o d the need of the hour is to ensure maximum of supply with the minimum
crisis an That needs rooting out of the sources and scope of corruption and
of cost. lafmiddlemt‘-n’s profits. To cite an example, the Rice Mills are to
fhm‘f?atlonSto | Brothers; Steel Brothers are to sell to the wholesalers ; the
sl eethe re ailers and then at last the retailers are to sell to the consu-
who]esa'l\%f to rﬁanY agencies: Why not from Steel Brothers direct ‘to the
m?ﬁl‘crs orlilizrnativel‘i: why not from the Mills to the wholesalers.
rete

Either of
hese two courses would economise incidence of ultimate cost to the consumers.
these tw

( ‘ y erned, I believe there will be trouble for both
So far as Sur lga Y;lei?g;:: :(‘? I1locng as’Govcrnment continue to purchase through
consumers gr; pt making purchase of rice and paddy direct from the growers. Tn
agencies, wit ‘?‘ft of Cachar the problem of the poor’ agriculturists is the
my_ own D[‘lStllll(ih at a fair price their saleable stock of paddy. They cannot get
difflcityiosss ¢ all scll their stock, so long as the purchasing agencies rule the
acfaly prlu-:('3 Otli\:refore imperative for Government to control properly, preferably
TOOR altogether these purchasing agencies. . -
to et textiles, I would point out that the difficulty of proper supply is
it % [: \l selection of selling agencies and a defective system of distribu-
e ;hfnvlvrs?lrg the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Su
tion.

: using serious trouble in the countryside,
the defects ngchEic\lrng?ion’gthc new Government has yt::bviously treated the
As regar §'h the importance it deserves when we find that the Hon’ble Prime
Department Wlit' If taken up this portfolio. The defects, drawbacks and
Minister has k:lmf)z artment are too numerous to be catalogued here. The
difficulties of thus isi;uﬁ'ering mainly because of the fact that the primary school
prpnary Cduilat]locll] out such a poor pittance as does not make it possible for them
teachers are ‘01e t to their job. I hope everybody will sympathise with their
toipus Il g l)z(fts the improvement of their prospects with necessary Increase of
lot an(_! ?grce{'t;eir w‘ork will mean improvement of the Stﬁnda.rd. of tuition, In
Supervision o = d higher education, need is equally great for 1.mprc.)vlraq he
the S'econdalg anhould not they get the same salaries as R o Sl
salaries. ',w.yss 2 To look to the Managing Committees of these_AIdCd FoHOUS
ment msntutllolé find that they are now bereft of their representative character,
gndl ?lzuaef e:h\: Managing Committees and Governing Bodies are not properly
So long ; : _

pply will soon remedy
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constituted the progress of the institutions will be greatly hindered. I would
appeal to my Leader, the Hon’ble Leader of the House, to sec that the _relevant
rules are soon amended in the interest of the institutions and democratic princi-
ples. My only other appeal in respect of this Department is the grant of more
liberal facilities and greater concessions to the students of the scheduled castes.

Turning to communications, nced I point out the deplorable conditions of
the roads of the Local Bodies ? For want of adequate funds the Local Bodies and
Municipalities have not been able to take up the proper improvement of their
roads. It is incumbent on Government. to sanction them necessary grants for
the purpose from the motor tax receipts and the Road Fund under the Public
Works Department. ‘ 5

In the sphere of medical aid and public health, the need for increased staff
isvery keenly felt in the outlying areas. The status, salaries ?_lnd quarters of
the compounders need improvement and I hope due attention will be given to
ameliorate the distress of such an important class of public servants.

Turning to the Department of Publicity, I am afraid it does not deserve

existence il it is to exist in the manner it does now. I am convinced that there
is ample room for economy in this Department. What is needed is not a few
Notifications and vague Press Notes, bearing the seal of this Department which
neither reach nor interest the general mass of the people, but a proper
reassurance to the people indicating the -wholesome schemes and activities of the
Government. This can hest be done by the existing newspapers. The Govern-
ment is now national and almost all the papers are national in outlook. If the
needed co-operation between the Press and Government is ensured, the activities
of the Government can be reached at every door in every village through these
local newspapers.
g As regards Co-operative Department, it could have discharged a real
Important role in the Supply, Textile and Industries\ Departments, if the rules
and system of management are suitably amended and adequate financial aid
from Government is ensured through the Provincial and Central Co-operative
Banks, .

In the Departments of Industries and Agriculture, urgent steps for taking up
as many items of cottage industries as possible for improvement of poultry and
fis_hcrles should be taken up and the services of real experts should be employed
without any delay. B

On the knotty question of Land Settlement Policy, T would not spend any
time, but would only state that I fully share the views expressed on the matter
by my hon. Friend Srijut Beliram Ilas.

. In conclusion, I on behalf of the scheduled castes thank the Hon’ble Finance
Minister and through him the new Government for the promised new schemes in
which I have no doubt they will include schemes safeguarding
the scheduled castes. .

Maulavi ABDUL HAT : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to say a few words
on the Budget that has been presented by the Hon'ble Finance Minister. This
Budget is unreal in character in the sense thata surplus has been shown in
papers without mentioning the liabilities and commitments of different depart-
ments wWhereby a deficit has been shown as surplus, as such it js a very unjudi-
cious -Bu'dget. Then, Sir. the 'Hon’blc Finance Minister has disclaimed the
8:&3—1::221?1 }he Budget 'bV laying all b]a‘nFS at the door of the Care-taker

WA » but according to his own proposition the Hon'ble
M:ms:ter’s policy and programme and his experience, tact
part in the_‘ preparation of the Budget. Then, we are (4
ﬁ(’tllllé’l}’i} Finance' Minister of the ])?‘cviO}IS‘(i;)_vc‘,-”mpm' Is it not a tact that one

¢ Hon’ble Members of the present Cabinet was the Finance Minister of the
previous Government and is it not a fact that the sajd hon. Member took office in

the interests of

Finance
and skill play a great
asceriain who was the
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the previous Coalition Ministry—the predecessor of the Care-taker Government
with the blessings and support of the Congress Party ?

So, Sir, the discredit naturally comes upon the then Hon’ble Finance Minis-
ter who was at the helm of affairs. Till the last ‘date of the previous regime he
was at the helm of finance affairs. It is-known to the hon. Members of the
House that the present Hon’ble Finance Minister -was a man of the Party to
which the then Finance Minister belonged. Does it now lie in the mouth of the
present Finance Minister to say that the Congress Party had no connection
whatsoever in preparing the Budget ? Sir, we are not concerned with the then
Government nor who is the Government now ? Anyone whoever is in the Govern-
ment is expected to see that something’ should be done towards the moral,,
spiritual  and economic uplift of the people. It does not look well on the
part of the Government to shirk the responsibility on the pretext that the
Budget was prepared by the previous Government. When the new Ministry took -
office, they took the full responsibility and caunot escape from it. I therefore
suggest that without taking much time the present. Government should see their
way to bring forward good measures for the whole country. -

Now, Sir, the present Hon’ble Finance Minister has deplored the fact in
the words of Sir Archibald Rowland that the people of the country have been
exploited. Sir, itis known to us all and we have felt it, but what have we
done ? Are not we the people of India quarrelling and giving opportunity to
the other party to exploitus ? It is quite natural for human beings to take
advantage of other’s foolishness. Itis our own fault and itis up to us to get
rid of the cause.

Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has mentioned about their Party’s success
in the election, But it will not bring good result to the country. We should
be bold to call a spade a spade. Is it not a fact that the Muslim League also
gained unique victory in the election ? (Hear, hear.) 1In the Central Assembly
election cent. per cent. Muslims were found behind the banner of the Muslim
League, (A wvoice.—What about Provincial election ?) Is it not a fact that in the
Provincial election also particularly in the Assam Valley, cent. per cent. seats were
captured by the Muslim League candidates ? (Hear, hear.) Does this not show
that the entire Muslim community is in favour’of the issue on which the Muslim
League fought the election ? Itis up to the hon, Members of the House to
decide. Itis, of course, true, Sir, that only three seatsin the Surma Valley
have been captured by other Muslims. But in the Assam Valley excepting only
two candidates set up by the Jamiat-ul-Uiema all have been not only defeated
but their money was forfeited. So, Sir, except in two constituencies in the Assam
Valley the rival Muslim candidates have forfeited their deposit money. Now,
count the percentage. (Hear, hear.) 1don’t like to take much time on this

point. What I want to say is this. What should we do to produce good result
to our country ?

Sir, in the Supply Department there are lots of mismanagement. My humble
suggestion is that as in Bengal where they are ‘proposing to have an Advisory
Board to advise as regards the matter of supply, so also we should do here in
Assam. Also we should at the same time set up an Advisory Committee to take
up the Post-War Reconstruction Schemes for the development of the Province.
Now, as regards Education, { want to point out about the Madrassa education.,
There is a High Madrassa in our Valley at Rangiya along with a High School
and those two institutions are running paral]clly, but, Sir, the management of the
High Madrassa should be left with a man who has got the qualifications of
Islamic education. . - .

As regards the new adventures that have been encouraged by Government
by giving small grants, I want to say that Rs, 36 per month to one Girls’ Junioy
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Madrassa at Gauhati having three classes is quite insufficient. If you want to
make it self-sufficient you should increase the grant to an extent at least to pay
the salaries of the three teachers. :

Now, as regards the only Islamic Intermediate College at Hamidabad, I
find that this College has been left at its own fate, because Government held them
hope to give a grant on condition that it gets affiliation from the Dacca Madrassa

" Board...... :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order. There are many hon.
Merbers to take part, I am afraid, T am unable to extend the time of the hon.
Member. >

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.u.
. After lunch.
(The Deputy Speaker occupied the Chair)
Maulavi ABDUL HAT: I could not finish my speech before going to recess.
May I finish my speech now ? » i

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. T call upon hon. Mr. Mahendramohan
Choudhury to speak.

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY : Deputy Speaker, Madam,
I would not have occasion, perhaps, to take part in this debate, provided
some of the Members opposite would not* have provoked it. I shall be very
brief in my observations, and, I believe, I shall not take even a minute more of
our hon. Members’ time unnecessarily.

The Members opposite have made capital over a stray sentence of the
Hon’ble Finance Minister’s speech that he had hardly any time to formulate any
new scheme for the amelioration of the condition of the people of the villages ;
but they have altogether forgotten the fact that the Hon’ble Finance Minister has
presented the Budget as prepared by the previous Care-taker Government of
Sir Saiyid Muhammad Saadulla, now the Leader of the Opposition. The
mention of want of new schemes is only an explanation to the Congress Members
and the people in the villages for whose welfare and amelioration, irrespective
of creed, caste or community this Government stands and not for those sitting
behind Sir Muhammad. Misrule, corruption, bribery, jobbery, favouritism
nepotism that swayed over the Province for the last six years will naturally take
some time to be righted, and, therefore, I console my Friends opposite to
wait and see with patience what the Congress Government do in the near future
and rest content with their own for the present.

Several hon. Members from that side, in their long oration have tried their best
to please and placate our hon. Friends of the European Group, accusing the
Government on the charge of releasing the saboteurs and on the proposal of
refunding the collective fines realised during 1942 upheaval instead. of ugi;i y (them
for the collective good of the people. i do not know whether they .a.ré'g doin
it on the instruction of Quaide Azam. But whatever may it be party bickerin gs
should not be dragged to the length of such narrowness. &

In the speech of my hon. Friend Mr. Rouf I wanted to heay something more
relevant—somcthir‘xg more useful—to our most neglected Subdivision W}ﬁ;ch we
both have the honour to represent ; for the last 119 years of British rule in
A§sam—1ls peopl‘? grop.ing in the darkness Qf illiteracy, people dying in thousands
without any medical aid whatsoever and of starvation, being victimised by flood
and pestilence every year and its Local Board and Municipality receiving step-
motherl_y treatment all throughout from the Government, hug there was Eothim;
of the_ kind excepting a mountain of blatant lies based on ng fact, or some time
on mis-statement of facts. He has styled the Budget as most i,11i111i;;11 to the
immigrants and has charged the Hon’ble Finance Minister for hia Kansias
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and ‘Dewaniya’ theory. - But isit not the truth that the Hon’ble Finance
Minister has given out ? Itis the 'Dewaniyas by taking advantage of the
ignorance - of the poor peasantry imported Kamalas who have created this
problem of the so-called landless. The Hon’ble Finance Minister is only citing
a fact when he says that most of the immigrants are imported from Bengal to
serve them in order to build up small zemindaries of their own here. The
average land per family of an immigrant is higher than that of the average
indigenous Assamese family and yet the Friends on the opposite will argue that
the immigrants are landless and the Assamese are landful. I can cite here,
Madam, if T be allowed to do so, that many of the Dewaniyas possess more than
two thousand bighas of land and if my Friends are anxious to solve the problem
of the landless why do they not pounce upon them and share these lands equally.
and solve the problem? ~ The Dewaniyas do not rest there alone ; they also sell
lands in the Professional Grazing Reserves to the other immigrants coming to
Assam in search of land and such cases of fraud and cheating in good number are
pending before the Subdivisional Officer, Barpeta, since the days of the last
Ministry and yet my hon. Friends will argue that the problem is not the creation
of the Dewaniyas and Matabbars.

The acts of encroachments and trespasscs in Professional Grazing Reserves are
done on a line of planned invasion. Mr.Rouf, as my hon. Friend Shri Beliram Dag
has rightly stated on the floor of this House ycsterday_, in his address as the Ghajr.
man of the Reception Cliommittee of the Barpeta. Session of the Assam Musliy
League did most emphatically declare in presence of Sir Muhammad, the thep
Premier of Assam, that the Mussalmans in the scv:cnteganth and cighteenth centurieg
conquered Assam with guns and cannons and in this twentlgeth cenrtul‘}’ they wi]|
conquer Assam with ploughs and lathis—(I am only quoting him) . What does thep,
this mean except a planned invasion on the part of the MLlSll,m Leag;;e under
the garb of ‘solution of landless problem’ and ‘grow-more-food’, ete. ?

It was the rule with the last Government to settle lands with the lmmigrants
rejecting the applications for settlement of lands from the children of fhe 5'011 as land
speculators. Sir, with the extinction of small t}"adcs d_ue‘l:o control of supp_ly and
procurement by the Government the overwhelming majority of the popqlat{on of
Barpeta who were small traders have been thrown out ‘of their means of Ilvehhood’
and if they now want to go to cultivation and apply for lands, they are refuseq e
speculators, and all available waste lands are settled unqcl‘ the pretext of Colonjs,.
tion Scheme, Development Scheme, etc., with the immigrants.

Encroachments and trespasses are directly encouraged by the hon. Members ¢,
the other side under the bogey of Grow-More-Food Campaign, if not of Pakistay,
But does ‘Grow-More-Food’ only mean ‘Grow More Grains’ ? Are not milk, ghee.
butter, etc. essential food for human beings and should we not try to increase thei;
production ?  We dream of a new Assam, not of the starved, semi-starved apq
naked and illiterates. We want to build up a standard of life better and higher
than it is to-day and want to clothe our people and we want to see that afiep the
- day’s toil and labour they get a full meal at night—meal that noyptshes life,
this connection some of the hon. Members opposite have quoted )gﬁatma Gandp;
also, but to me, they sound like Satan quoting the Scriptures. I need ng¢
into the merits of those utterances as they are self-explanatory. I mentijqy, 2
only by the by. : i

My Friend Mr. Rouf has stated in the House that whenever and wl
evictions of encroachers and trespassers are carried out the Congress people are ¢
up to loot the evicted persons’ properties,  Can lie go to such an extent P o

el'CVer

challenge this statement of Mr. Roul and demand of him to prove whether ‘Lheri
has been any single instance of this kind and failing, as a gentleman with sufficient

amount of chivalry in him, to withdraw this remark,
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He and many other Friends including Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhuri have
warned the Government with dire consequences if the all party agreed Resolu-
tion on the Land Settlement is carried on now. The Government will surely reply
to that challenge and threat and I believe that tht?y are quite competent to see
their way for maintenance of law and preservation of peace in the country. But
I say on behalf of the children of the soil that they are not a race of cowards.
Assamese people have a rich heritage, they in the past most successfully withstood
the mighty onslaughts of the Great Moghuls for no less than eighteen times. Even
now if there be any necessity they are quite strong and fit enough  to protect their

hearth and home from the invasion of any power that may be, not to speak of a
handful of immigrants.

-

A few words, Madam, and 1 finish. I have been with rapt attention follow-
ing the peroration regarding Pakistan from every hon. Member opposite
and have tried my best to find out whether there is any argument or logic in
favour of inclusion of Assam in the so-called Pakistan but have failed to find any.
In the 1940 Lahore Resolution of the Muslim League, it has been emphasised
there that the predominantly Muslim areas will form the Pakistan Zone. But does
Assam fall within that category ? Assam has only 33 per cent. of Muslim popula-
tion, the rest 67 per cent. are non-Muslims. Even assuming Pakistan for granted
how the advocates of Pakistan dare to demand inclusion of Assam in Pakistan with
67 per cent. of non-Muslim population ? It is only a fond hope cherished by its

exponents to exploit the mass mind of the God-fearing Muslims and nothing
else.

Let Friends opposite go to the Punjab, to the North-West Frontier Provin-
ce and perform the burial ceremony of the Pakistan corpse, and if possible,
a last minute attempt to save it in Sind without crying any more ahout it
wilderness of Assam, :

With these words, Madam, I finish.

*Mr. MANIRAM MARAK : Madam, since the-creation of th
that is during the past nine years, we the poor Garos had no impr
our Garo Hills District. Therefore, we the Gar_o people do hope tha
Government will please take interest in our affairs.

; 1. C'ommmzimtions.—Madam, we the poor bgu:kw_vard People of Garo Hills
District are suffering much for want of communications. We haye
single permanent road. The roads which run from Fakirganj to Tura

make
in the

is Assembly,
ovements in
t our present

not got a
i and Tura
rainy season. Therefore, we demand for making them pefma:nex?? tarlltgl t\,]:r:
demand also for more roads in the Garo Hills. So far as the Budget has been pre-
sented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, there is no indication of making t}?
permanent. I hope, however, necessary roads will be constructed in thg Gcm
Hills District from the Post-War Reconstruction Fund without any delay e
2. Industry.—Madim, we have no industry of any sort at all
at least two industrial institutions at this time ; mnamely, a weaving s:chool and i
technical school to absorb thousands of our people who have been qust disbal;:ded
from war services and going up and down in search of jobs for their maintenance.
xglgl:‘{apglc; something for them immediately otherwise their condition will be
3. Medical—Madam, we have only six dispensaries in our
which are quite insufficient for us. We demand
There are three  Kala-azar dispensaries at Kal
where more than 100 patients are attending mont

We need

, lwo constituencies
.more dispensaries.io be opened.
aichar, Pulbari and Bojengdoba ;
hlyin each of these three hospitals.

*Speech not corrected, .
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Government do neither provide them accommodations nor hospital build-
ings. The patients are arranging accommodations for themseives. The hospital
buildings are annually provided by the local people, and this is a heavy burden
for the localities concerned.

4. Education—Madam, there are very few primary schools in the Garo Hills
and not a single Government Middle English School. We have six Government
Aided Middle English Schools ; we demand more attention to education.
The Baghmara and Resu Government Aided Middle English Schools should be
converted into Government Middle English Schools as feeder schools to the Tura
Government High English School. We are making very modest demands and
expect that the present popular Government will meet these.

5. Cloths.—Madam, I learnt [rom Government officers from Tura Deputy

Commissioner’s Office that 50 bales of standard cloth were sanctioned for Garo
Hills alone, but actually 12 bales of cloth were received. Will Government be
pleased to enquire where the remaining bales have gone ? The distribution of
cloth in the Garo area is most unsatisfactory. .

6. Sugar and salt.—Madam, the sugar and salt supplied by the Government
are quite insufficient. Tt does not come even to the normal requirements.  Will
Government he pleased to supply more quantities and arran ge for proper distriby-
tion under the supervision of Local People’s Committee ?

With these few demands and with a hope that these demands would receive
the kind and sympathetic consideration of Government, I beg to resume
my seat. g

i *Mumtazul Muhaddisin Moulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN :
Madam, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has frankly confessed in his Budget
speech his lack of experience and skill in matters relating to the preparation of
the Budget. He also assured us that the Cabinet will formulate schemes for
the moral, intellectual and economic uplift of the people. This is why T am
not going to criticise the Budget. I will only make some necessary suggestions for
taking into consideration when the proposed schemes will be formulated in near
future. Let me hope for the best. r

I would have been more glad if the Hon’ble Finance Minister had not made
the bitter remarks on the Pakistan scheme of the Muslim League. I think, the
whole of the Province of Assam will be included in Pakistan even with its present
figures of Muslim population. So I request that the Government will be pleased
to give up the idea of evicting the immigrants, as by this, the situation, I think,
will be made a complex one. Some of the hon. Members of the Government Part
remarked yesterday that the Muslim League Members were challenging the
Government about the policy of the Government to evict the immigrants. T
think, this is not the fact. I can safely say that the Muslim League Members
expressed the attitude of the Mussalmans to face the challenge thrown out by the
Government in their Land Settlement Policy,

Now coming to my proposed suggestions, I request the Government
to make arrangements so that the primary education be made compulsory which
is the backbone of the nation-building schemes. All Aided High Schools should
also be provincialised.

As regards the education of Muslims, T may say that Madrassa education should
be spread widely. T am sure that everyone will be of the same opinion with m
that though there is no scope of earning money after having Madrassa educat; ¢
yet the number of students in Madrassas aye increasing day T cllon’
Besides the Government Madrassas and the Aided Madrassas fiE:cr 4y
a great number of private Madrassas which have not yet %eelrs;

peech not corrected.
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taken over by the Government. I suggest that Government should earnestly take
up the spread of Madrassa education. T also suggest that some posts in the
grade of Sub-Inspector of Schools should be created for the purpose.

As regards the Sylhet Government Madrassa, I may point out one thing
that from a long time the post of the Head Maulana in the Title Class is vacant.
I heard, Government is willing to bring in an up-country man of All-India
reputation for the post but none is forthcoming. Let me say in this connection

* that while the Title Classes in the Calcutta Madrassa were introduced, the idea was

that students passing that course may not be inferior to those of up-country
Madrassas in any respect. I respectfully inform the Government that some of the
Title passed Maulanas, who have had the chance, proved themselves so. I
request Government that the post be filled up soon by a local Title passed and
experienced Maulana. .

Coming to the conclusion let me refer to the constituency from which I have
been elected a Member to this Assembly. This is one of the most neglected areas
in the Province. There is to be found a locality spreading over more than twenty
miles \yith. thick population, having almost no lower primary schools to give
education to their children, no dispensaries for their treatment while ailing, no
road at all for their communication. As for instance I mention the Shon-bil area
of the Ratabari Thana. The area under Ratabari Thana spreads up to ten miles
fowards north on both the sides of Shon bil where even telegrams™ are received
once a week on the beat day. Moieover in the Shon bil area the buffaloes and
cows from the Hailakandi and the Longai Valley areas also graze and thus a great
Eurnber assemble there, but as there is no veterinary dispensary in this area,
lolzgﬁicdfsfotfl' cattle die every year without any kind of treatment. Madam, in a
s y )d 1is nature one can easily imagine how the peop]c are suﬂenpg, specnall‘y
i \€s¢ days of scarcity when they are not getting the necessaries of their
ivelihood, - 2

: Madarn’ In my constituency there are three Local Board roads which are not
being repaired from long since for which the people of the locality are suffering
2 gdrcat deal, 2iz,, the Bhang-Marjatkandi Road, the Karimganj-Kaliganj Road
3;} the Patharkandi-Ratabari Road via Betubari. These should be taken care
of: “In‘the Post=War Reconstruction Scheme, if the Bhanga-Marjatkandi road is
spread up to the Hailakandi-Ratabari road, zia the eastern side of the Shon bil
the vast locality may have a chance of upliftment. :

Lastly, Madam, I take my seat with a.request to the Government that my

Sllggcﬁtions and gr] “Vances be taken intO (‘()Il'iidl l‘ati()ll UV‘hiI e T S
¢ €V of: . b - = th 0
. 2 ] < : P p()_ ed S(‘.henlCS

Moulana IBRAHIM ALT: (Spoke in Urdu. An Engli a6
: . : Bt
speech as handed over by the hon, l\I/JIember is given below :1)1g RS Ofth‘?

; Deputy_Spcaker, Madam, Before this I have never had any opportunity of
taking part in the deliberations of this Assembly and for this reason I}I)1ad a mjgnd
to only hear the discussion of experienced Members of this hon, House. But
as 1n course of their Budget criticism some of the hon, Members. hav:-madc
mention of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema, 1 as Secretary of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema
thmk_ 1t necessary to speak a word or two. The hon, Members \--'L;\& h‘ave
mentioned about the Jamiat-ul-Ulema attempted to impl‘t‘S‘s u Son \thg hon
House that the present Gevernment in connection with the enfor(}ement f thf:
Lmq System have used all sorts of oppressions upon the immigranﬁ d g thf;
Jamiat Members have been supporting this. It will be 5 litclem;nor?ethm{
a month that the present Government took the charge of administration and
before this it was the League Government who carried on the administration.
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If in fact the League Government were the well-wishers of the immigrants
why was not the Line System totally abolished during their long regimeé of
about eight years, especially, as all the Clongress Members of the then Assembly
. were in Jail ? On the other hand, we found Mr. Abdul Hamid Bhasani, Pre-
sident of the Assam Muslim League, publicly denouncing the League Ministry
for its atrocious activities on the immigrants, such as eviction by shooting, etc.,
to the extent of totally demolishing their homesteads and mosques and defile-
ment of the holy Quran., Pray, where were then the League critics of . the
present Government ? Is it not a fact that in the year 1945 Saadulla-
Bordolai-Rohini Pact League Ministry closed the door of colonisation in the
Assam Valley for good ? Who is responsible for the same, Jamiat-ul-Ulama
or the Muslim League ? Was not the Pact made to save the then dying
League Ministry in Assam ? Did the Muslim League take any step to bring
the then League Ministers to book ? On the contrary, what we ﬁnfl is that
those very League Ministers were put in the helm of affairs of the
League Parliamentary Board and were rewarded and encouraged with
League nominations. Is this the proper method for the  Muslim
League to show their sympathy for the immigrant Muslims? How
splendid indeed! In reply to the Adjournment Motion on account of the
so-called ruthless eviction of the immigrants brought by hon. Mr. Abdul
Matin Chaudhury it has been asserted on behalf of the present Government
that the allegations are totally baseless and concocted. Further, the Colonisa-
tion Officer of the alleged scenes of actions and the District Officer of - the area .
are both Muslims. These circumstances leave no room for a doubt as to the
nature of the accusations. Are we to take it that these Muslim officers have been
metamorphosed into Jamiat Wallas overnight so that they are also heedless of the
so-called inhumanities. What a wonder of wonders! The Hon’ble Finance
Minister has declared, “We stand for a planned scttlement of the arable waste
land. For that purpose we propose to have an enumeration of the landless
people and devise measures by which the landless as well as those who have
got uneconomic holdings are settled in better and more €conomic holdings,
The figures of available arable waste land are being collected and on
receipt of all these figures we propose to consider how best we can solve the
problem of land settlement. We have full sympathy for those immigrants who
have been brought under various pretext for the interest of Dewaniyas or
Matabbars............ I appeal to those who have recently encroached on the
Professional Grazing Reserves to go out of the reserves peacefully so that their case
may also be considered after providing land to the indigenous landless people”.

Jamiat-ul-Ulama-i-Hind will not be hehind any other organisation as
regards the interest of the immigrants. The question of Line System wag
thproughly discussed in the Annual General Conference of the Jamiat-ul-Ulama-
Hind held at Sharanpur and policy to be adopted in this regard is under
consideration,

Was not hon. Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, the Mover of the Adjourn.
ment Motion, a Member of the Cabinet that passed orders for eviction which
permanently closed the doors against fresh migration to the arable waste land
of Assam Valley from 1938 and thereaffer ? Did not these Very orders
create a legal bar agqinst new intrusion of the immigrants into the Grazine
Reserves ? Is it not clear from this, that if hon. Mr. Abdul Matin Gh‘aug
dhury }lad any real sympathy-for these helpless immigrants, he would hava;
forthwith resigned his seat in the Cabinet and started an agitation against
such orders ? Is it not sheer shedding of crocodile tears to put up an Adjourn-
}t]nentHMotlon 'C;'\’lthq regard to the eviction of immigrants on the floor of (he
on, House to-day ? But hon. Mr." Chaudhury cannot help speechifying  at
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some length on this question, as his entry fqr a second time in this Assembly - has
.been possible only on account of these immigrants.

Some hon. Members waxed eloquence over the so-called Muslim League
victory in the last election, conveniently forgetting that it was the first attempt
of the Jamiat to enter the Legislature and that it had to confront innumerable.
odds due to the unscrupulous conduct of the officials high and low of the
powers-that-be. - The bitter experience of fighting the Leaguec in the guise of
Deputy Commissioners, Subdivisional Officers and Additional District Magistrates,
Presiding Officers and so on is only known to the unfortunate Jamiat candidates.
But even then in the Surma Valley out of a total of 1,84,154 polled votes 73,401
votes were cast against the Muslim League. (Bravo "Pakisthan) ! Had the election
being run freely, as it ought to have been, the result would have been the reverse,
The much vaunted claim of the hon. Member can be easily judged from the trans-
Brahmaputra flight of hon. Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (Prominent Mem- -
ber of the All-India Muslim League Working Committee) from his native Con-
stituency where a Jamiat candidate scored an easy victory over an upper class
veteran of the Muslim League with all the support of the League "Ministry at
his back. Some of the hon. Muslim League Members of Sylhet overflowing
with sympathy for the immigrants have been moving and having their beings in
an atmostphere where even to-day free born human  beings are
subjected to enforce ‘Nankhari’ and ‘Etmandari’ (customary  serfdom)
and all other inhuman treatment depriving  them  of their right to
franchise, exacting from them compulsory  Kadambusi (touching  the
feet) in the place of usual Islamic greeting (Salam). .Some of those suspected
refractories have been served with notices of gjectment in certain areas. Does
not this absence of sympathy in the case of fallen humanity at home bespeak
selfishness in the overzealous patronage in the distant Assam Valley ? What
a travesty of religion for political game! Some hon. League Member was
vociferous in declaring that no Muslim of Assam has any confidence in this
Ministry. We also join the chorus and say that no self-seeker can have any
reliance on a set of people who are out to see things in their true perspective .

I appeal to all Mussalmans who have any sincere desire to see the Mus-
salmans united on the basis of Islamic “Shariat” torally in no time under the
bann_c‘r‘ of the ' Jamiat-ul-Ulama-i-Hind and m co-c peration with other com-
muntties achieve on Islamic polity, Free India and whole India just in 4 state
in which their forefathers left it and in which it was snatched from them
remembering that on Free India depends the freedom of the Muslim  World,
.l_he idea of a non-Muslim majority subduing a Muslim minority is most unhisto-
rical as well as un-Islamic.

In conclusion, I beg to draw the attention of the Government to - !

- ; Vo g . : tompui=
sory Prlmary Education and its improvement which adlmttedly raises the
question of finance, but I beg to point out that the huge sums that aye wasted in
the name of higher education in the Province may well be diverted to this
mmportant problem of Primary Education. o
: In the whole of thF: “ylhet District, Jaintia is ad migtcdly the most backward
In education, communication and medical facilities. Though it yields , sretty
good sum of revenue to the Government it has always remained ncUI}:de
I hope the present Government will do its best to attend to oy grievancesb ‘

*Mr. MODY MARAK : Madam, I take this OPPOrtunity to put before this
House some of our most important grievances and needs which I hope will receive
the best attention and immediate action of Government,

(1) Forest produce.—(a) Madam, as regards forest produce, I desire to bring
to the notice of this House the fact that we, the Garo people, are house-tax
paying Garos, and as such, we have been privileged to cut ztny reserved or

= R

*Specch not corrected
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anreserved trees for our own use free of any royalty and without any permission ;

but since a few years back we have not been able to get this privilege till now. .I

would like to know iffor some reasons or other the former order giving this same
privilege to the housc-tax paying Garos was cancelled, ‘and if not, why the
former order is not being carried out and why the present house-tax paying Garos
are not being allowed to cut either reserved or unreserved trees for their own use
without any permission and without paying any royaltv, though not for sale ?

(b) If T remember aright, the former order allows only to cut trecs thata
man can carry on his shoulder. This means, one can cut only very small trees
which are useless for permanent buildings and merely a waste of great number
of trees for erecting a house even. Instead, will it not be more proper and pre-
servative to allow to cut or saw fairly big trees for their own houses thus allowing
smaller trees to grow up and become more serviceable later.

(2) Madam, the rate of house-tax levied on the Garo people of the Garo
Hills varies at present. There is no reason why the rate should vary. One

section of the Hills pays only Rs. 2-8-0 while the other pays Rs. 3-8-0. Consider-
ing the present economic depression of the people of the Garo Hills, will it not bs
proper to lower the rate of house tax of the other side to Rs. 2-8-0, thus
bringing the rate of House-tax to uniformity in the whole of Garo Hills ?

(3) High School.—(a) Madam, there is a High School at Tura both for Garo
boys and girls. The boys are staying mostly in the - American Baptist Mission
bovs’ hostels and there is no boarding house of any kind for girls studying there,
There are about 30 to 50 girl students. A good boarding house with a good
matron is urgently required for that school.. 5

(h) The present High School building is too small to accom;’no age ?bou.t 250
puplis. Temporary class rooms were being added annually to t 1c]sdc ool which is

. expensive. It would be less expensive if the <chool building could be extended

ermanen arly date. :

= (c) Tﬂz g;ea;eflt:rzlsssrlyv of that schoo! is over-crowed now I]lju'l‘nbﬁ‘é‘llng about
50 pupils on the roll. An additiong_l secl;txon for that class is to be made and an
addition i immediately. .

s e
32 miles from Tura where somé of our Garo boys of that Sccfl-rlool:ll a(rf) V:;a] ing. It
is learnt that the school is getting an inadequate %r?ntth’lt e nment, [
would like to support if more grants could be grante : Ot 200 bt

(4) Primary Schools.—Madam, there are only a:m;_ R ower
Primary Schools in the whole district. In Mauza I'II.O L that a letter 'S(cllagceh’
a Primary School of any kind and the people are s0 1_]]1tcrat:ccm s ofd1 ress-
ed to them should travel a day or two to beizeag ont t% hloIs‘ in the G 11‘%’;.nt
need to establish at least 100 more Lower Primary =€ toimrrediatc = raro Hills
specially in Mauza 111, and this House be pleased to gran x nction for
the same. -

! (5) Communications.—Madam, Pl‘imit_i"c and bac?{\\i?.r'd EE_O}'JEEC aigv}t: are, the
condition of roads in Garo Hills is primitive. We are 1"“’-:; ! l l th  centyr
as far as our roads are concerned. We are in Assam, l?ut we ZA:so emnly say that v
have no outlet to other parts of Assamm. The best outlet to Assam would be frqp,
Assam Trunk Road somewhere near P

qp ja Bajengdova Hat and join the E
ura o jengdova J cot Tura with the Assam Trunk Road by thay

There had been a proposal to connec ; _ :
way we hear, and ;:o gonnect Tura with 1\~Iymcn31:'ngh (Easledrp Bef]ga] Raﬂway :
But why it has been postponcd, we do not know ! An immediate step may kindly

be taken to open this road at least from Tura to Agia uva Bajengdoba making
it motorable throughout the year. ; ¢

The present existing most temporary road from Tura via Mankachay g
Fakirganj remains flooded for about 6 months and no buses can ever run fhl‘ough
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that road for over 8 months on acccunt of flood and unsuitable bridges, etc.  Per-. .
manent road with permanent bridges is the cry from every Turaite. " il

‘The present communication from Tura to Bagmara zia Dalu Road is also a..
most temporary one. It should also be made a permanent one to allow buses and .
cars to run through that road all the year round.

The present existing temporary road from Tura to Phulabari is overcrowded
with shrubs and small plants throughout the rainy season and bridges arc swept
away by streams. It is only being maintained at present by the District Fund.
It would be a boon if that road could be taken up~ by the Provincial Government
and make the road an up-to-date motorable road throughout the year, thus en-
abling our District Fund to improve some other roads in the district.

Sir, with these few but important demands, I beg to resume my seat. .

*Maulavi DEWAN ABDUR ROB CH OUDHURY: Deputy Speaker
Madam, the nther day when we heard the Hon’ble the Finance Minister delivering
his Budget Spcech we wondered whether it was not a political sermon imposed on
us by a propagandist of a particular school of thought. Even a. superficial review
of the speech will convince everybody that the main burden of the speech was to
defend the Congress for their past errors and misdeeds. (Hear, hear).

.. When along with some other parts of the world our Province was threatened
with the Japanese aggression, the Congress leadership came up with the “Quit
India Resolution” followed by the sabotage movement of the devotees of Non-
violence of Mahatma Gandhi. Madam, jt is not unknown to the Members of this
House, what was the implications of tle sabotage movement. The saboteur
danced to the tune of Tokio in order to paralyse the Civil Government of the
Counteys S (Hear, fiar) -4 Tines 2ok communications which are so vital to the life
of a country were cut off, innocent people were attacked and murdered and in
many cases their houses were burnt and destroyed. Besides, public buildings and
rest houses were not spared. The Civil Government under the circumstances
had no other alternative but to put a stop to these nefarious and destructive
actions of the saboteurs and their helpers by imposition of fines. But those fines
now, Madam, are sought to be made good of as a premium to those acts of
violence and destruction. (Hear, hear). Tt is a well-known fact that the Con-
gress at t[.lat time disowned these activities. But now the Hon’ble the Finance
Minister is not tired of singing laurels, paying “‘loyal homage to those martyrs®#*
who sacrificed thejr lives in vindicating the nations inalienable right to freedom

the Hon’ble the
_the fight for complete
In his eagerness he went

Finance Minister wanted the House to understand that
inc}ependcncc of'}]ndi}a iscthc monopoly of the Congress,
S0 Iar as to say that the Congress contested the elections on the i :
independence and the “Quit India Resalution® and that “(zhéssir:loellgfw‘ve::nyf?h;tﬁ‘
faiths living in. Hills and Plains had given a clear verdict that they are behind the
Congress™.  What else could be a travesty of truth than this ? Tg this the way in
which the votaries of trath and non-violence show their respect for truth ? | Yake
bold, Madam, to declare on the floor of this House that the clections have :crjlved
beyond a shadow of doubt that the Muslim Nation is entirely against ‘ th 5 Con-
gress. (Hear, hear). The few Muslim seats which have heen !og? to the el)Wuslim-
League have not been fought and won on Congress ticket, 1 they did, there
could be some justification for the claim of the Hon’ble the Finanf:c Minister
The Congress might have fought the election on the issue of complete ‘}ﬁdepcn:
dence but the Muslim League also fought and won on the isgy

: : ! g e of Pakistan which
means complete independence for all Muslims, Hindus ang cther x:ziti:n‘:litics
alike. (Hear, hear.) Fight for independence is no monopoly of the Congress. The

S B Ll e L P

e Eohe L Ny
*Speech not corrected N
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Muslims have fought in the past, they are fighting to-day and they will continue to
fight till they achieve their cherished goal. If the Congress will join them they are
welcome ; if they do not, Muslims will go on alone—even if they be obliged to
fight both the Congress and the British alike.

Madam, I shall be failing in my duty if I do not join voice in the chorus of
protest that has been raised in this House against the Government. move to evict
the immigrant Muslims from this Province. I will urge upon the Council of
Ministers to reconsider the stand taken by them and to abandon this policy of
reckless and inhuman eviction. *“Truth itself is God”, declared Mahatma Gandhi
speaking after the prayer-meeting at Rungta House, Bombay, on the 13th of this
month, “and non-violence is just a synonym for truth”. Let us now wait and ‘sce
how the lieutenants of Mahatma Gandhi act here in Assam in the matter of
eviction. (Cheers.)

Srijut PURNANANDA CHETIA—Deputy Speaker Mada:n, I desire to say
a few words with regard to certain observations and criticisms made by some hon.
Members of the Opposition during the course of their dicussion on the Budg:t
as presented by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. I have heard the hon. Mem-
bers’ speeches with due attention, carefully noted down some of their points,
and grounds of arguments raised in the course of the debate and levelled against
the policy of the Government. Indeed, I must candidly confess that in all those
speeches of the hon. Members of the Opposition, T have found only one dominating
factor, one theme and one word, 7.¢., a tirade against Congress and a cry for more
lands for immigrants from Bengal. They have criticised the Government as coma
plete failure, bankrupt and vacant because the Government could not implement
the needs and welfare of the people of this I?rovmce i)y _formulatmg_ new -schemes
in the Buget consistent with the Congress ideal, principle and policy and to the
demands of the Muslim League Party on the question of the land settlement poljcy
as envisaged by the hon. Members of the Opposition. s

With regard to the first charge, the an’bic the Finance Minister has alres-
dy submitted the most reasonable explanation before the House and I am cop-
strained to think that it would have been a bit graceful on the .parth of some of
the hon. - Members of the Opposition to have a littie. patience in ht' em, to wajt
and see while the Hon’ble Finance Minister assured the House 1n ’SlSPGQCh that
suitable schemes would be duly form}ﬂated for the moral, mtc}llcctuz; and mate-
rial advancement of the people within the course of a couple ol mont 1sfa§1d would
be placed before the House. What morc assurance the hon.-Members of the Oppo.

sition do require than the one given by he Hon’ble the Finance Minister ? Ti g -

indeed a travesty of circumstances that while the progressive and _revolutionary
element claiming to represent the interests-of the hui‘nbler and lowlier can a‘ﬂ'ord
to wait, the hon. Members of ti_le Opposition belpngir}g to a party noted for jts
well-known reputation are not 1 2 mood to fall in line with the same position
only because of jealousy and envy that the Congress party is In Power and the
League is not. :

With regard to the question of lands to be settled with immigrants, Madgayy,
I should like to say this much that they have been saying times without numa,
that in Assam there are vast tract of ur_lcu]tlvable lands lying waste ang that
immigrants from Bengal should be scttled in these lands. But as a matter of .,
I should like to say that in Assam there are no lands at all (voice—figures 2y~ §
shall try to quote figures.

With regard to this question of land settlement policy of this Governmep
some Members of the Opposition, notably hon. Khan Bahadur Ziaosh-shams 1,4,
Abdur Rouf, hon. Abdul Matin Choudhury have dwelt at length_ criticising thé
Government policy. These and other h'on. Members of the Opposition accugeg the
Government and the Hon’ble Finance Minister that the Government have embarked
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on a policy of ruthless eviction of immigrants who have been settling on the grazing
lands. In this connection I beg to remind my hon. Friends about the specific con-
ditions which formed the basis of a solemn agreement between the present Premier
and the hon. Leader of the Opposition in March, 1445. The hon. Members
have declared that vast tracts of uncultivated waste lands are lying in Assam and
hence landless immigrants from other Provinces and notably trom Bengal should be
allowed to come into this Province and these immigrants should be allowed to settle
in these tracts of uncultivated waste lands. In the opinion of the hon. Mem-
bers of the Opposition these landless immigrants if they are allowed'to settle in and
cultivate these waste lands will be a helpful proposition in the grow-more-food

- campaign to be launched by the Government. This is nothing but a false pretext

advanced by the hon. Members of the Opposition in order to increase the number
of Muslim population for including Assam into the contemplated Eastern Pakistan.

Madam, let us dispassionately and impartially examine the policy of the
grow more food campaign. Grow-more-food campai n is only a temporary mea-
sure designed to increase the production of food-stuffs to meet the increasing de-
mand during the period of shortage of food-stuffs and national and international
food crisis consequent on the War. If that crisis is over there might not be any
necessity to resort to such a scheme or policy of grow-more-food campaign. But
on the other hand, the problem of land settlement with the immigrantsis essen-
tially a permanent feature vitally affecting the existence and economic life of the
indigenous people both Hindus and Muslims of the Province. Hence, the ques-
tion of grow-more-food campaign cannot be mixed up with the question of land
settlement with immigrants as they are fundamentally two different problems hay-
ing divergent aims and objectives, and as such, the contention that these two pro-
blems should be mixed up together cannot be viewed with equanimity without
prejudice and detriment to the vital interests involving life and death question
of the Assamese people and others and also of the already settled immigrant popu-
lation of this Province. There has been a vigorous propaganda carried by the
hon. Member—I mean, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, on the floor of this
Assembly that sufficient uncultivated lands are available but only this Govern-
ment, or for the matter of that, the Congress party in Assam ig embarking ona
denial policy to a just claim. Hon. Mr. Chaudhury quoted at length with some
figures of cultivable lands of some Assam Valley Districts and then made a sweep-
ing generalisation that even in Sibsagar and Lakhimpur districts there are lands

“available for settlement. He has suggested that as no substantia] provision has

been made in the Budget for famine that is coming wi
going to affect the country, it would be better on the p
allow these immigrants from Bengal to settle in unoccupi
in Assam. With regard to this contention, I humbly ask the hon, M ber, i

there any abundant cultivable waste land so as to accommodate 1hé imt:rq i :S
from Bengal From the statistics and figuves that are available 18 er;;griilil :
the total area of six Assam Valley districts is about 4} crores of Bighg?in i di:'
Hills, marshes, lakes and rivers of which 50 per cent, ie.., 225 lakhs of.‘Bi ‘;1:5 arg
supposed to be cultivable. Let us examine the position of these cultivablg lands

According to Government Report—Land Revenue Administration Report, 1940-
41, the total settled area of Assam Valley is 206 lakhs of Bighas or abgut 92 per
cent. of the total cultivable area of the-above figure Thus according to the adu]?i&
sion ol the previous Government less than 20 lakhs of Bighas Wergp available in
1940-41 which were already given to the immigrants by the previous Government
In view of this position there is now no land available for the outsiders whoever
they might be—either Hindus or Muslims. The hon. Member Mr. Abdul Matin
G_haudhury’s assertion that there are sufficient cultivable 3 wéste" lands in
Sibsagar and Lakhimpur districts is in my opinion g

th severe intensity and is
art of the Government to
ed and uncultivated lands
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circulation for demanding lands for the immigrants. Madam, in this connection,
I desire to place before the House that in these two districts of Sibsagar and
‘Lakhimpur in comparison with the number of population living in them, there is
no land even sufficient for the purpose of the local people residing, in view of the
fact that a large number of the people of these districts have no economic holding
just sufficient to maintain a family. Aund there has been already a persistent cry
‘and demand for Government waste lands from the local people. Madam, I
come from a village, move about in the villages and hence Tam ina position
to know the actual condition obtaining in respect of land in my subdivision
and in my constituency. I have received during a very short span innumerable
applications for land from the people of my constituency and some land-less peo-
ple even pursued me to this place with applications for lands.

One of the hon. Members of the Opposition remarked that this Government
have nothing to boast of the releasc of the political prisoners and he had
characterised these priscners branding them as saboteuars and .unschal elementg,
Indeed Madam, it is a pity that the hon Member was in a disposition to vilify
‘the flowers and patriots of the country in a way he h_ad done. It is 4
deplorable instance that the hon. Member had thouglw_.t in th‘at vein. Byt
should like to remind the hon. ' Member that such an insinuation against the
political prisoners who have sacrificed everything for the cause and interests of
the country and the people, betrays on his part, a lamentable lack of under-
standing and- the appreciation of the position of the political sufferers. Wi,
these words I resume my seat. A

*Srijut HARESWAR DAS: Madam, there have already been innumerable
speeches. At the very outset, I must admit that T am a layman and the
intricacies of the Budget do not enter 1y head. So when I listened to the
speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister ‘I was much impressed. Then |
Iistened to the speeches of the hon. Members of the Opposition  not with 5
view to' criticise them but with a view to learn something but my head has got
thoroughly puzzled. Various remedies were suggested. T held' a ballot here
of those remedies, put those remedies to vote and I find that the remedy
of unrestricted entry of immigrauts got the highest number ol"lvo'tcs. So in
these days of democracy, the position stands ‘llke this. _Allow Lhe:;nmlgrants
to come in numbers and occupy all tlr)le reserves of the Province and the Budget
defects will be . {(Loud laughter. . g :

One EE)U?urIS/Idcmb\er ssked s fito go to Bihar and to the Puﬂj.ab to see
grazing reserves and catile rearing. Why should we stop at the Punjab? W,
should move with the hon. Members to further west—to Fngland, Dcnmm‘k and
Holland where cattle rearing is done more scientifically to-—see if they have
got any grazing reserves. G e

Another hon. Member said that the immigrants are experts in glearin%-
jungles and can drive away Hula-azar. The Public Health Department should
be informed or they may be sent to Australia where there is enough
jungle. : i -
Madam, I fully endorse the remarks of my hon. Friend, Khan Bahady,.
Abual Majid Ziaosh Shams, about the shabby treatment of the G_Oaip;lra
district during the time of the last Ministry. But !)A'SS.I]')}Y l)mng afraid of 5
very long speech he did not mention a Vury.important grievance ol the G‘)al[)a.rd
subdivision, viz., the demand of the public for a steam ferry _fo_;- Crossin g
the Brahmaputra from Goalpara to Jugigopa, which the last Ministry failed
to' do. But another part of his speech has perplexed me. In S“PPOI‘tinq
unrestricted immigration, he based his argument on Akhand Bharat theory
Bharat is one; the nation is one and so anyone should move anywhere an(i

* Speech not corrected.
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so immigrants from Bengal should come here. But some other hon. Members
of the Opposition have supported immigration on the ground of Akhand
Bharat theory which is Pakistan. This has perplexed me thoroughly. But
possibly the arrangement is like this, that the hon. Khan Bahadur taking
his stand on Akhand Bharat theory will go on bringing in immigrants and when
there will be sufficient of them, the others will establish Pakistan. But I draw
the notice of my hon. Friends on the opposite to the remarks of Mr. Mullan,
the then Census Officer, about the moveinent of. immigrants into Assam. He
compared this movement to the mass movement of white ant carrying its own
peculiar characteristics and a different language and sweeping away everything
before them. T come from Goalpara which is permanently-settled area. There
is no reserve system there but we have found that wherever 10 or 20 familics
of immigrant have settled the indigenous people within the radius of a mile had
to go away. Go to the law courts, frequent the law court compound and you
will get your answer, and see what sort of people they are.

Madam, I shall mention only one other point. That is the Publicity
Department. My Friends have suggested total abolition of this Department
and the way in which this Department is at present working really does not
justify its existence. But this is due to entrustment of the entire Department
in the hands of inefficient persons. The last Ministry had a peculiar knack of
picking up inefficient persons and for that reason this Department is not working
well but if these perssns are chucked out and capable persons are taken in
and necessary modifications are done and the Department is connected with
Agriculture, Weaving and Public Works Department then much benefit to
the people may be done and with it properly organised, black marketing to
a great extent may be checked. Black market and corruption always thrive in
secrecy. If by organised method we can give publicity then this Department will
help a lot in checking corruption and black marketing.

Madam, with these words, 1 resume my seat.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV : Deputy Speaker, Madam, it is extremely

‘regreltable that the Budget discussion this year should have degenerated into

a mere discussion of the land settlement policy of the Assam Government., Speaker
after speaker from the Opposition benches are rising up to harp on the same
old string of more lands for the immigrants. We - had enough discussions in
the previous Assembly over this vexed problem and even this year, the
Opposition might have very well arranged with the Government to have a
discussion over this particular matter by a scparate Motion, as was the custom
in the previous Assembly, instead of taking away so much ’time allotted for
Budget discussion.
I feel, Madam, after the Hon’ble Finance Minister had given a definite
assurance ”i} ]h’s Budget speech that this Government stands for a plénned
S i o i o e, e e he s ol
it 8. - pang collected, and on receipt of all these figures the
ove proposes to <':nns1derl how best they can solve the problem of
land scttl ment—after this definite assurance from the Government, Madam, I
f?cl that the protagonists of the cause of landless immigrants ought to have
the patience to wait and let the Government fulfl its own promise. But it
1s cxtremely regrettable, Madam, that some people think that they can best
serve thcn“ cause by holding out threats to the Government. Many an hon.
Member in the Opposition benches know from their personal experience that
no Government worth. its name can agree to tolerate such threats from any
quarter, however important that quarter may be. I am sure, Madam, these
threats will not deter the present Government irom the line o,F work t’hnt it
has chalked out for itself, Hooliganism will be dealt with in the way in which
it deserves to be dealt, Madam, I can well understand the politics of the
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hon. Member Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury. It has been his profession
to bank upon the worst sentiments and passions very cleverly roused in the
illiterate masses of our country. But I cxpected a much higher standard of
Budget criticism from the Hon’ble Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Maulvi
Abdul Hamid. A veteran Parliamentarian that he is, we expected to hear
from him how he thinks the province’s financial resources could be best
augmented in order to save it {rom the bankruptcy towards which the Province
is fast drifting. Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury was pleased to characterise
the Congress Party as bankrupt of all ideas. With all the overflow of
intelligence in our hon. Friend, the Province had to incur a dead loss of more
than a crore and a half of rupees by its supply transactions during the last
few years and Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury was one of the pillars of the
Government that was responsible for all this criminal waste of the Province’s
finances. My hon. Friend Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury is very much
eloquent about growing more food in the Province; he was pleased to issue
a Press statement on the matter recently and he cited scriptures from Mahatma
Gandhi before this Hon’ble House in support of his theory, but will you
believe, Madam, the revised estimates for the current year 1945-46 show that
the last Government of which the hon. Member was a stalwart had not the
brain or the power of initiative to spend at least Rs. 18,46,000 out of
the total amount sanctioned by the House for the grow-more-food campaigh
(I refer to pages 10 and 41 of the Budget Memorandum)? With all the
overflow of intelligence in our hon. Friend, he and his friends who were at the
helm of the affairs of this.Provinze for all these years could not have saved it
from the bankruptcy towards which the Province is [ast drifting because of the
wasteful extrayvagance of the past Cabinet, because of the total lack of any
foresight in the past Cabinet, because of absolute bankraptcy of any construc-
tive ideas in the Members of the past Cabinet. Tor these past few years,
Madam, Government in this Province fattened on the uncertain war incomes.
The Government increased its expenditure bey'ond ail proportions,  the
Government totally failed to chalk out any pla.r.l to increase the paying capacity
of the people. Madam, I know, there is no use k1f:k1ng a dead horse, but when
a responsible Member like Maulavi Ahdu} Matin Chaudhury chooses_to accuse
the present Government of bankruptcy of ideas he has got to be paid in his
own coins.

Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury deplores the absence of any new schemes,
He says without new schemes the present Budget is a shell without rernel. He
says that the previous Government had budgeted new schemes for 10 lakhs,
Madam;, some hon. Members may have good reasons to lament that ’thc_ new
schemes which provided for the provincialisation of an hon. Member’s village
school are not coming up for discussion, but I fail to see, Madam, how a Budget
which has provided ior an expenditure of five crores and is supposed to be a mere
shell becomes full of kernel the moment an  expenditure of another ten lakhs
is added to it. = Many other hon. Members of the Opposition also deplored the
fact that no new schemes have been provided for. Madam, the Hon’ble Finance
Minister has assured the Hon‘ble House that the Government is going to place

its new schemes in the Summer Session of the Assembly. But even then we
must recognise that the days are long gone by when some tinkering here or some
tinkering there can really solve our problem. It is not schemes by lakhs that

can really improve the conditions of the people.  The (—E‘J“HI'CSS is out for ga
radical change in the whole atmosphere. The Congress is determined to change
the face of the whole countryside as best as 1t can,and for that the Congress has its
own well-thought-out plans and schemes. Madam, we were told by out
estcemed Colleague, Khan Bahadur S_ayldlll" Rahman, that the past Cahinet
proposed to 1mpose the Sales Tax which might fetch a quarter of a crore
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annually. We know, Madam, that our hon. Friends in the Oppositiont cannot
move execéptin the beaten tracks. Belore any new taxation is levied, Congress
will see that all wasteful extravagance of the past days are ruthlessly curtailed
and then the Congress will see that before the people are asked to pay more their
paying capacity is increased and above all, Madam, the Congress can afford
only to tax the richer sections of the people before it asks all and sundry to pay.

Just at the present moment the country is at a very critical juncture. Let
us hope a settlement of the political issue is soon coming for us and when that
main issue is settled we are sure the Congress will give the country a lead towards
prospe. ity, a lead towards devclopment, intellectually, morally and spiritually,
a lead towards acquiring by India ol its well-deserved’ foremost position in the
comity of Na ions.. Long live the Indian National Congress! Long live the
Indian Federation soon to be brought into being !

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Madam, I would not like to speak, but
should be very glad to spare my time in {avour of the juniors in this House.

Srijut MATIRAM BORA: Madam, at the outset I take the opportunity
of congratulating the Hon’ble Finance Mimster for the very lucid and nice
speech with which he has presented the Budget before the FHouse.- The Hon’ble
Finance Minister has made it clear in his speech that the present Budget as
presented before the House was not his handiwork ; it was prepared by the out-
going Ministry. That Ministry had also prepared a new scheme ; for want of
time the present Government could not re-examine the scheme in all its bearing
and therefore the Hon’ble Finance Minister has assured the House that when
the examination of the new scheme by Government will be complete he will
come forward before the House with the new scheme and place the same for
discussion. In view of such categorical assurance and explanation given by the
Hon’ble Minister, all the criticisms that have been advanced on the score of
non-inclusion of new schemes in the Budget are meaningless and uncharitable
and they disclose the want of a spirit of generosity and patience on the part of
the hon. Members who have advanced criticism on ‘that score. Madam, in
the Opposition benches chere are several prominent Members, Members who are
prominent in public life and have got enough of parliamentary experience. As
such, T expected from them helpful criticisms and practical suggestion for the
consideration of Government. But I must frankly confess, Madam, that I have
been sorely disappointed. The speeches of several hon  Members appear to have
been prepared, as it were, with an eye to the public gallary and with another
to the Press. ‘These Budget speeches appear to me as a  piece of propaganda
literature. It is a matter of great disappointment, Madam, that hon, Members
g”dh S I}?uCh‘ hparllia(memqry experience  should have prepared their
tlllc gOEIgfjg:i(z;:or?Sl:;\l; tillf\(;,:l E}e?;ﬂ:t(h fOfd'mmd. SOIT‘C of the hon. Members of
accepting office. Some of them wit} Shas fault with the Congress Party for
League Party have contested thewl } .2 spirit of bravado, stated that the Muslim
with the object of wrecking tl Ce s ot withs viengiiod oo ieie e b
hetprovinees of Sirid g the Lonstitution of 1935. But what have we scen in

P of 5Sind and the Punjab ? Itis a news tous that Sir Golam
b e the Ministry in Sind to wr‘eck the Constitution_
Mamdut, the leade %tit ]}{\/0 -tl'm e Be e wenatl Did not the Naweblo:
effors to get €0-0 eLE::J' lci‘ i ]'.:c.agug party in the Pumjab, make Hrantic
\Na:; it-fc’ugr wrcclli'm :(I)n %Othf'fl" parties 1in forming the Ministry in the Punjab.?
the‘ Opposition ?mgl\f} ]Sl Onspm-nonj asdsu_gg_este{by some Muslim = Meénbers in
i qég’m i adam, facts stated inside the floor of the House must

s espondence with realities outside.
Foi ei?:tf_l:sﬁ,nlopal\[’e l}ﬁcn sorely pained—rather I have been rudely shocked at
et Assa:l -will and hostility on _the part of some hon. Muslim Members
nese people. \Nhﬁlt is the fault of the Assamese people ?  What
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crime have they committed to deserve such kind of ill-will and hostility irom
the Muslim Members ?  If the Assamese people have committed any crime,
it was their generous assistance given to the immigrant “people. If you
look inte the history of the immigrants entering Assam, you will find that they
came to Assam destitute and forlorn. At that time who helped them ? Itis
the Assamese people who helped them, rendered them all kinds of assistance to
get them settled in their new surroundings. But for this help, the position
of the immigrants would not. have becn what itis now. Madam,
I am vpainfully surprised that instead of showing appreciation and grati-
tude to the Assamese people, some hon. Muslim Members have taken
picasure in throwing mud at them, expressing ill-will and hostility towards them.
Do the Assamese people deserve such treatment ? Do these hon. Members think
that they advance the cause of theimmigrants by antagonising the Assamese
people ? Instead of antagonising the Assamese people they should have thanked
them and expressed gratitude to them. :
Madam, the Hon’ble Finance Minister towards the end of his Budget
speech made an appeal to all sections of the House for their help and co-operation
to restore an atmosphere of peace and good will and to allay the bitterness and
communal tension that prevail in the Province. His suggestion is for an

. atmosphere of peace and good will so that the most complicated problem of land

settlement can be taken up properly and solved to the satisfaction of
ail. But, Madam, we find that instead of giving any heed to that app:al, an
hon. Member, who was for some time a responsible Member in the out-going
Ministry,—I mean Maulavl Abdul Matin Chaudhury—has shown an attitude of
hostility and fight—fight for what and with whom ? = What the Government and
the Assamese people have done to have a declaration of war against them
by the hon. Member ? Is this the way to advance the cause of the immi-
grants—Dby antagonising the Assamese people and by alienating the sympathy of
the whole country ? T submit, Madam, he does not do any service to the
community. He has allowed the appeal of Hon’ble Finance Minister to go
unheeded. He has thrown all considerations of fairness ‘o the four winds. Does
ke think that this Government who have taken the responsibility of administration
of the country are so weak and poor that they can be intimidatcd‘ol‘ coerced
by the hon. Members ? If the hon. Members think like that, they will 1 be sadly
disappointed. He should know that the present Government are not of the same
stafl’ as the previous one. They want co operation fromﬁ all C_lual‘t‘fl's for
restoration of peace and good will, as true Congressmen. That 1s why the
Hon’ble Finance Minister has made his appeai. By letting the appeal go
unheeded, he will not advance the cause of the immigrants 1 am told, of course,
I speak subject to correction, that the hon. Member—Maulavi Abdul Matin
Chaudhury—was not given a seat at his birth place but had to be accommo-
dated by the poor immigrants of Mangaldai subdivision. Is it to repay that
debt that he has taken up such an attitude ? If it is so, he will spoil the case
of the immigrants and cannot advance their cause by the attitude he has taken.
I therefore appeal to the hon. Members of the Opposition to reconsidsr the
whole position and reconsider the suggestion offered by the Hon’ble Finance
Minister and give up their fighting attitude. With whom and for
what do they want to fight ? Are not the Assamese people their
brothers and do . they not inhabit the same country ? The
Hon’ble Finance Minister has appealed for help of partnership. Instead of
accepting his offer, why do they throw down the gauntlet over him ? Madam,
if anything untoward happens for this, the fanlt will not lie with the Gov.
ernment but it will be theirs. With these observations, Madam, I leave

my Muslim Friends here and digress to some other subjects which appear to he
yery important.
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Before closing my speech, Madam, I would like to make two other observa-
tions. First of all, I beg to -draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister of
Finance regarding the almost whole sale and indiscriminate exploitation of the
forest wealth of the Province of Assam. During the last 3 years it was depleted-
to a very considerable extent at the instance of the Central Govern-
ment.  Assam has suffered such a loss that it will take years for Assam to
recoup those losses. JIs it not the duty of- the Central Government to make
good the losses ? I submit that the present Government will put some
pressure on the Central Government and get sufficient compensation from
them. T further submit that the present Government will inaugurate a planned
policy to replenish the forest wealth of Assam. ;

There is another suggestion I have to make to the Hon’ble Finance Minister,
i.e., regarding the condition of the roads in the Province of Assam. Due to

., heavy Military concentration during the last 3 years, the roads of the Local

Boards and the Municipalities in the Province have been damaged to such an
extent that it is beyond the capacity ol the Local Bodies to repair them. (Hear,
hear.) The damage was done in the interest of the Central Government and
the Central Government should make good the losses and should come forward
to help the Government of Assam with some amount at least for assisting the
poor Municipalities and Local Boards. - I hope the Government of India
will be moved in this matter as early.as possible. 3

With these observations, Madam, I beg to resume my seat.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN—Deputy  Speaker Madam,
as was in the past, I find almost the same Budget provisions in the present
Budget. I expected that free compulsory education would be introduced as
was decided in the House.

The Congress principle is for uplifting the masses. But can there be uplif-
ting of the masses without giving them education ?° Everyone knows what a
negligible percentage of the people in Assam are literate. Itis true that the
Assamese people are not so illiterate, but the backward tribal people of Assam
as well as the tea garden tribes and castes of Assam are terribly backward in
education. The present Government should spare no money in order to educate
them. Madam, among other things necessary for the people’s Swaraj or indepen-
dence is the proper education of the masses. So the Congress Government has to
get the people more and more educated which hitherto has not been done. It
will be only then that the people will realise the Sy varaj or independence.

The next thing which I would like to say is about Assam’s waste lands and
forest reserve lands which are of no use to the Forest Department. Like the
dog in the manger the Government should not reserve so much of waste lands
and reserve forest lands but should let the Jandless people of Assam to cultivate
those lands. (Hear, Hear). . By cultivation the people can get food for them-
sclves and for others as well. There are so much of waste lands and reserve forest
lands which should be thrown open for cultivation immediately. If there is

more cultivation the people will be saved from famine. Every one knows
what a dreadful thing famine is.

There are so many poor Assamese people who have no land to cultivate
and so also there are thousands of landless ex-tea garden labourers who have
scttled down permanently in Assam. They need land for cultivation for their liveli-
hood. The Government should immediately throw open waste lands and
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reserve forest lands which are of no use to the Iforest_ Department. 'lBy doml%
this the economic condition of this Province will be improved and the peop
will be happy and prosperous.

The last thing which T wish to speak is to remind the Hon’ble Minister
concerned about the village people suffering from di§easg§ for _want of proper
drinking wells and ponds and also for want of hospitals in the interior v1llagt13_s.
There are also no proper village paths for them vylnch I urge the Public
Works Department and the Local Boards to take up imniediately.

The Veterinary Department also should not be neglected. There are mitlch
cattle diseases in the Province. I wish the present Goyernment would not fo;kget
these grievances of the people. Many other hon. Members h‘?‘_vc hspo rcn
about the other grievances and so I need not repeat them, Madam, with these few
words, I closc my speech. ; '

Babu SURESH CHANDRA BISWAS - Madam, Deputy Speaker, [ stand
to speak a few words on the Budget discussions.

It seems that black mailing in the name of criticism has become the l”.ashion
with the Opposition Tt reminds me of the Greek C!ernagogucs who tried to
sway the sentiments - of the mob by the violence of their gestures and the strength

of their recriminations. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister in presenting the’

Budget has adequately and clearly explained the reasons why it was not possible
for him to present a new and concrete scheme in this Session of the Assembly ;
he has also promised to come forward with new schemes in the July Session.
This should have convinced any reasonable and sensible man. Yet the Hon’ble
accused of not even laying the broad outlines of his policy.
Probably the whole world know the policy for which the
Congress does not stand for the {Knights, Nawabzadas and
but for the poor. Not in words but in deed Congress

Pity to the critics !
Corgress stands,
the vested interests,

“has proved it during the last sixty years.

Congress has been accused of talking biz. Oh ! my man of words, custodians

of Muslim interests | Do they think that public memory is so short asto

forget those days when the Members of the Party to which the Opposition belongs

were making themselves fat at the cost of the poor peasants (the majority of

whom  were Muslims)

through the notorious Rice Syndicate ? Have the public
forgotten

of the Bengal famine during the Muslim League regime there ?
God help the poor Muslim peasants of such patrons talking big ! Is not the
Opposition belong to the party, the permanent President of which bragged to
be the first to face the bullet for the independence of the country, when the
Pity ' to the martyrs, both Hindus and Muglims, who shed their
blood in the recent firings. * God help the President, let the appointed hour
never come to him. Let the hon, Members of the Opposition look to the his-
tory of the Congress for the last sixty years. and know whether the Congress
talks or works—that would help them not to make themselves ludicrous by
unreasonable attacks,

Madam, the question of the

1 amelioration of the condition of the people is
close ly bound up with the questio

n of independence. Hundred and fifty years

by

:
b
By



1946] BUDGET DISCUSSION 159

of ruthless foreign exploitajion has deteriorated every aspect of our national life
in such a way that no patch work here and there, no palliative from time to time
will help us much. A complete overhauling of our national Iife in all its aspects
is the need of the hour and that is impossible within the present frame work.
Hence is the Congress fight for independence. T appeal to the Opposition in the
name of the dumb and poor millions of the couniry and in the name of the vic-
tims of the Bengal famine and in the name of the martyrs of British atrocities
in India (whom they also profess to represent) to pause and ponder for a
moment, in the midst of their professional black-mailing of the Coongress, to judge
how far they have contributed to that fundamental goal, or for petty self-inte-
rest they are playing in the hands of the British imperialists.

. Madam, the Congress has accepted the office only as a good gesture to
create a favourable atmosphere to give the British the last opportunity for a
peaceful settlement of the Indian problem. In the meantime the Congress will
try to do its best for the people within the limitations. 1 assure the hon. Mem-
bers of the Opposition that the Congress Cabinet will not follow the suit of the
last.Cabinet of whose works probably they are proud—the Premier going with his
female Colleague to enjoy boat race at Ajmiriganj when the people of Baniyachong
nearby were dying in thousands of malaria and starvation. It was these helpless
victims who paid for the enjoyments of the Premier, but there was none to pay
for their medicine and food. The Premier, lest probably his female companion
might be shocked by the scene, lest the charms of their boat adventure might be
lost, did not come to visit the dying people but was content to remark—who can
help them whom Allah takes away !

_ Madam, it is amusing to hedr
offlge. I would request’ the hon.
patience.. God favouring, at any
conflict with the rulers allow

Congress being accused of eagerness to accept
Members of the Opposition to have a little’
moment Congress might have to go into direct
ing the Opposition again to step into its shoes,

Madam, the Opposition is most eloquent on the q{nestion of eviction. Sen-

tnnenbmong_ers do not go by reasons. Who would remember that the Resolution
on the question of eviction was passed by the last Cabinet and who would think
oi‘:tne' umportance of the cattle in the village economy of India ? Peasants can-
nét live without agriculture and agriculture without cattle.
paganda that Assam has more land than she can cultivate,
tics of the hoidings of the indigenous people. It is Bengal rather, with her mil-
lions’ sacrificed to the famine, requires at present man-power for the development
of her agriculture. The immigration question is the result of 4 systematic and
planned campaign for Pakistanising the Province. It i truly an invasion as
- described by hon.: Mr, Rouf in his speech in 1944, ' :

It is a clever pro-
Please take the statis-

Madam, the present situation is the creation of the last Cabinet who in the
name of “*Grow-more-food?’ campaign imported these péople against law and pro-
bably also against their own self-interest. Any Government pledged for the main-
tenance of law and order cannot tolerate such forceful encroa(\:hment. Stili the
Congress Government®is for love and sympathy towards all. Apart
justice of the case the Government is ready to do the best
help these poor people—the victiins of propaganda and p
of irresponsible propaganda

from the
under the situation to
- arty motives, [nstead
and recrimination let the Opposition come out with
constructive and reasonable suggestions and the Congress
will give every consideration to them.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER—Is there any hon.
speak on the Budget ? There is still 15 minutes time,

Cabinet, I am sure,

Member who wants to
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(After a pause. )

I'see that no hon. Member will speak.
Adjournmeut

The Assembly was " then adjourned till 11 A.M. on Monday the 18th
March, 1946.

" SHILLONG: i A. K. BARUA, -
The 25th April 1946, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.



