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DEBATES OF THE |
ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Friday, The 7th March, 1997

The House met at 8.30 A.M. of the Clock
in the Assembly - Chamber at Dispur
] w_ith Shri Ganesh Kutum,
Speaker in the Chair.

- Mr. Speaker - Good Morning every-b‘ody

Hon‘ble Members present,. the Governor is

}Aaddressmg the House today at 8-30 AM. He is |
, ;_COmmg by the Eastern, Gate “of the Assembly
Premlses at 8 35 AM Myself “the Chlef Mlnlster,_
the Deputy Speaker and the Secretary w111 be
going to receive the Governor at the gate The‘ :

mstructlons as to how the Governor 1s to be

recelved in the House ‘have been laid on each .

Members table. As soon as the Governor comes,

-1 think, we should comply thh these mstrucnons

In the meanume, the address w1]] be dlstrtbuted
to the Members

With your permission, -now I -leave the
House to receive the Governor at. the' -gate.

(Mr Speaker entersj the ‘;House ‘wnh' the
Hon'ble Governor. Then Natlonal Anthem played)

—— e - e
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Now, I request the Hon'ble Governor to
address the House - : -

~ Hen'ble Governor : Mr. Speaker and Hon'ble
~“Members. ' - - L S o :

¥ ‘am_ éjtctrér}hély' happyﬁ 't‘é"lia'\'e this opportunity
of meeting you ‘onice again ‘and. address this session
of the Assam Legislative Assembly today. I extend
my sincere regards and best. wishes to all of you.
About - nine - months . ago; when- I-addressed the June,
1996 session of the August House, I had highlighted
the roble task of elected 'l'eg"isla:tl'l'r‘e' m 'réﬂéctirlzg the
. People’s wishes and - aspirations aid - echioing " their
 olleetive  wisdom. T am 'hapby that it "has fully
 measured iip to- the ;people’s expectations. [ “am also

bappy to note that the” Membeis of this Assam
) ‘Ifeg'is-lelltive_'} Assembly, jc.:utti'ng_ across. party Tinés, could
display fine sense of oneness on the comimon' causes
of . the people in' a more " significant way during’ the
. last nine moriths.” The "peace missions carfied gyt by

All Party délegations in' the wake of any disturbance
the healthy cooperation shown by all ip fespeéi 0%
common issues concerning our pe(")(ple:,"/ both iﬁSide
.and. optside the - August House, are. laudable - instances
of : your -united endeavours to serve the people better
. Elc‘n _more agpreciz‘lble' has been the common 'sl‘and"
taken by all Members of the_Hous'eragainSt the forces

N

of tgl‘:‘Ol‘ and yiolencé. An’ all parly'delega'tion ‘went
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to New Delhi and it impressed upon the Union
Government in unequivocal tems the urgent need -to
save Assam from the onslaught of the extremist and
insurgent outfits. I heartily admire your democratic

-ingenuity for opening up a new chapter of construc-

tive cooperation and collective efforts in our public

. life for- getting rid of the maladies afflicting  the.

- society. I hope that you will carry forward this:

Law&
Order
Situa-
tion

. ‘encouragmg trend even more meamngfully m .the.

coming days.

You are aware. that my .present Government in-
the State, since assumption .of . office in. May, 1996
has been working relentlessly for fulfilling its - total

. commitment - of . providing security to. the lives and
. properties of the people of the State. Necessary
- measures. have. - already been - taken to. - effectively

. check all forms of terror -and violence. Restoration

of peace and - -normalcy - in .all spheres : of - public- life
has been glven the highest pnonty in the agenda of

. my . Government.

*Dr. Ardhendu Kr.- Dey Sll’ pomt of ‘order. The

* - Govt. has’ totally failed in mamtammg law -and order.

So, Sir, "the’ -portion on law" and order should be
scrapped. T would 'réquest you not to" tead the ' law
and order pomtmg you' pleaSe swntch over' to ~other

' portlon ............ (mterruptlons) ............. o

Hon! ble Governor ‘ The dlStl'lC[ admlnlstratlons

"have been given clear dlrectlves lo firmly deal with

", - *Speech not Corrected
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.any law and order problem
veant T o T

13
¥ }r/r_'—l‘ e '“I.li

.....

o buon Dr“Ardhendu‘ ,Kr Dey, . There ;
OTdeB yThere; is,, torture. ;.
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S Ho ble Gox’/ern’or : The pohce at all levels

(R IN t}),

B have been ) iproperly mstructed to handle any “threat

l"ll‘r;l [E%4 ),

6" law “and ‘Grder with tact and lllrmness g 'f;iét" the

State Police force which was a Completely ‘demoral-
‘ised: ot till ihine i motiths:'8go; ieouldinow ‘shake off
**"Blugg;{hnesgu'and ucome:( Ut s 10 its

.......

“vibrant!’ and
powerﬁul!%form Te:is- mdeéd ‘gratifyifig /to ‘noté that the

Li. sincefe ‘efideavoutsiof-the' State'GovVerninent': to:-restore

+. peacé and:normalcy in ':-thei:‘S‘tatéf have b’eenyleldmg
s+ rthe desired ' results: A new-:‘arrangeient,:has::‘been
- nevolvéd to.rensare ‘better: 'coordiation'among the:/Army,

411 theipara-militaiy> forces. ~and i‘the'::police " in* the |

operatmm' against:the linsurgent/éxtremist | ‘outfits.” This
‘new arrangement, presently made operational :'since
vy around the middle. of January, 1997, for three months
has helped m better efﬁcacy .of such .operations . with
effectlve use of .the_ available " manpower of the, said

forces. .They are makmg combmed efforts ‘under the .

pohcy coordmatron and broad stral;egles la1d down by

- the top most body uqder the, system, headed by the
Chlef Secretary of the State. This has not only given

prlmacy 'to the Givit! authormes but has also helped’

“in checkmg aberrahom tlhat mrghl arise’ ‘in’ the  wake

* *Speech not Corrected
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. of the operations against the militants. A strict  vigil

has been maintained at all levels to ensure that there
is no cause for any, harassment on mnoeent people

whlle launching operations by the Army.- pala-mllltaw ‘
force and police forces.

*Shri Silvius Condpan : While the Military*
operation is continuing, there is no security to  the

people. Insecurity is going on in the name of safety.
The innocent people has. been harassed.

*Shri Bharat Ch. Narah : There is large scale
harassment on the mnocent people.

Honble © Governor : These things = can be
discussed on the debate on the Governor's address.

'There is no harassment on -the innocent people.

(‘Voices - No Sir, nd Sir,)

o -

Although - the prevallmg circumstances. .- have
compelled my Government to make use of the forces -
to contain violence, it does not view the problems‘ ‘
created by insurgent/extremist groups merely as law
and -order problems but more as issues deserving a
positive approach for negotxated settlement. Wlth thlS
approach . in- mind, the Government haﬂ expressed
itself in favour of mltlatmg dialouges w1th an open
‘mind with  ULFA, NSCN, NDFB and’ BLTF At the
initiative of the State Government , the United Front_
Government at the Centre which. has mcluded the
issue of solving Assam's insurgency problcm thxough
dialogues in the Common Minimum programme has

*Speech not Corrected
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also called ‘upon the msurgent outfits 0 come to. the.

negotlatlon table to . solve the problem. The Prime

; Minister, - Shr1 HD. Deve Gowda himself openly
called . upon the insurgent outﬁts to come forward for
| talks” without - any precondltlons The NSCN has, -of
Tate, expressed ‘jts wnl]mgness to sit in discussion
with the Government. ‘hope that" all insurgent
. groups operatmg in the State will come forward for .
negotiated settlement of their issues in a peaceful,
democratic manner, for: whxch my- Government lﬁs
kept 1its daor always open.. '

- While the State Government is. sincerely at work
to put an- end to the. long -drawn problem of
'1nsurgent/extrem1st violence, it is gratlfymg to note
" that ‘except the ethnic violence that broke out around
‘the time of assumptlon of office by my Government
in rmd May, 1996 ‘in two lower Assam dlstrlcts at
the behest of certain quarters with vested - interests,
the State  was by and large free from communial
violenice, thaks o the nght initiatives taken by my
' Government to consohdate the. umty and hmmony
among -all secttons of . the people living 1n the State.
" However, the ethnic’ violence has left a tail of
damage . on the poor economy of ‘the State Apart’
- from havmo to spend about Rs 30 “crores - so far, the
Stale Govemment is still Jequued to incur an
-expendltwe of about Rs.17 lakh a day for plovldm0
relief ‘and 1ehahtlltauon to the pcople affected. in the
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ethnic violence.

The Government has ordered a judicial enquiry
to probe the ethnic violence that took place in
Kokrajhar and Bongaigaon- Districts in May, 1996
Judicial enquiry has also been ordered into the
killing of one" Dilip Boro of Kamrup District. It is
reassuring that the CBI ‘too have initiated investiga-

: tlon of several cases handed over -to -them.

Clean

- Admin-

istration

The present State Government has taken up'
steps to weed out corruption and malpractices . which
were found eating into -the vitals of - the -administra-
tion. All- departments have been asked to maintain-
strict  vigil 1n thlS respect and to ensure clean
admmlstratlon o R

N ,
The sad lecacy of contmumo. tensmn in the

71nter-State ‘border, areas of Assam thh the nelﬂhbour—

ing 51ster States has been causmg concern - for - our

State since long: The State Government has expressed

itself in favour of solving the long standmg issues -

through bi-lateral talks. My Government is determined
to maintain peace and ‘control over _ the . entire
territorial  jurisdication as - per , the constitutional
boundaly of the State.- Unfortunately, some Of the

nelghbourmo States have encnoached into the territory”

of Assam. Due to the strong stand taken by my
Government, the -Government of India has * recently
dirccted the Government of Nagaland to remove a

- BOP, sel up recently by Nagaland Police within the
boundary of Assam. My Government hopes that the

]
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- concerned States . will respect the territorial boundary
~of Assam, as lald down in the constitution.

B f*Shn Bharat Ch, Nalah : There is no peace in
,t’he Assam Meghalaya_r Border. Nof. peace in the Assam .
Nagaland Border. There is no security amongst the-
people there. o ' T '

. Hon'ble Govemor You cannot make interruption
-during. the constitutional responsibility of the Gover-
nor. My Government has taken realistic, effective

- policy and my ‘Government has always favoured
greater pdrticipation of _all sections ‘of people in the
governance and development of the State. .1t has
viewed :the issue of autonomy to different ethnic
groups: from this perspecf_ive. True to its commitment
_of evolving a clear, realistic and effective policy of
providing autonomy to the tribal groups,.the Govern-
ment " has constituted. a high level committee ‘headed
by Minister, Higher EEducauon, 10 suggest measures to
-strengthen and  streamline the functioning of the

 Autonomous ‘Councils created in different areas of
Aséam. |

-

*Shri Bharat Ch. Narah : Whit about Bodo -
problem Mising, Deun problems :

Honble Governor : The government has been
holding discussions with the. representatives of the
tribal communities for finding solutions to various
problems and issues concerning ‘them. In order to
widen the area of autonomy in the hill areas, the
State Government has very recently handed over- 30

-

*Speech not Corrected
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departments/subjects to -the ' two Autonomous Councils
in the hills districts.

~ My Government's policy -of providing autonomy
to the tribal groups is, 'in fact, a part of its: avowed
policy to .ensure greater. devolution of powers to the

8rass-root level The Hon'ble Members are already

aware . of my Govemments stress on . proper . decen-
trahsatron of ' power in consonance wrth the country s

‘chenshed democratlc 1deals It is. m keepmg with this
’pohcy that my Government has always stressed on-

transfer of - all subjects to the States by “the Umon

" " Government except defence; external affairs, currency

and communication. It is in ‘this -spirit- thatv the
Panchayati Raj system is " also being ‘ravamped.

" Elections " to- the ~“Panchayati Raj “Bodies, ‘the urban
.- bodies and the - Bodoland - ‘Autonomous .Council are .

Welfare
of the
SC, ST,
OBC
"ICIudmg

Mogc
f Other

Weaker
Sec tions
and

Womep

‘being- held within the- coming few months, for - Wthh
‘necessary - steps have already - ~been rnmated

g ?“Shn:,-,Bharat. Ch,..Narah . : Sir, there is no ==

[N

Panchayati Raj . Election. - Govt. is giving false

- 'statement. (Noise) _ L

. Hon'ble :Governor : My Government is “‘commit-
ted to the .speedy development of-the SC, ‘ST, OBCs
including - MOBC -and -other. weaker sections of the
society. Various welfare and development schemes are
under implementation for their - benefit. - It. has also -

taken up a number ,of schemes .for the “welfare and

development of the tea garden and ex-tea garden -
communities in the State Many welfare schemes are

*Speech not Corrected
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‘under implementation concerning the women.

*Shri Abu Saleh Nazmuddih : Your Govt. has

- deprived the - Barak .Valley. There has been no

"~ mention about .Barak Valley. .(Interruption) o
'~ Honble Governor : The Koch - Rajbonshis of the

_ State Lhave been retained in the list of the Scheduled

Tribes -in the plams dlstrlcts of the State by a fresh

i " ordmance promulgated by .the PreSIdent of Indla in
'.January 1997 for a renewed term. My ‘Government

-is urging on the Centre for propomonate mcrease in

,__the plan ouﬂay «and other beneﬁts for the. ST people

Liberal = |

Central
Assistance
PMs
Economic
Package

‘of Assam‘ consequent upon . the increase in the
number of ST population . due .to0 mclusmn of Koch
Ra]bonshls in. the list of STs, With regard. to. the hill
tribes living in . the plains districts and the plams
tribes . living - m ‘the hill districts, my Government is
in favour of . grant of ST status ‘to them.

_ Effons ‘to restoré -peace ‘and enhance democratic
values in the society are naturdlly coupled ~with
efforts to bring .about all round progress and

(developme'nt ~in all sectors .of public life. My

Governmet has been- constantly 1mpressmg upon the
Government of India for special “dispensation to
overcome the State's . general chronic backwardness in
all economic spheres. I am happy to inform this
August House. that the Government  of India has
responded “encouragingly to the State's plea. '

We are happy.that the Prime Minister, after his
weeklong extensive tour to Assam and' other North

*Speech not Corrected
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Eastern. States . in October, 1996 announced a.massive
economic package for the region, involving Rs: 6100 .
Crores. A substantial. share of the package:has been

. earmarked - for,:Assam. -We are grateful to -the Prime

Minister - for - the keen ' -interest, he is ‘taking,: at: the

- instance of my .Government,_ - for -expeditious . imple-

-

- mentation of the package, as evident in his - laying

the-, foundation of - the- fourth . . bridge over " the"
Brahmaputra at Kulajan_and. that- of - Lumding-Silchar

~ broad. gauge. railway  line conversion -project .at Silchar

so soon after the announcement of the package. It
is heartening to- find that the guage.. conversion: .of the
Railways . from the existing metre -gauge- to- broad

_gauge - in.. respect  of- Lumdmg—Tmsukla-lemgarh

-section. will, be- comgleted very shortly. The Prime

Mlmsters economlc package, also envisages early

. complctxon of .the bridge - over .the Brahmaputra - at

Jogighopa, upgradatlon ~of .. . " Borjhar Airport- to

international - ‘standards. .-Being convmced ‘at. the” State
iGovemments plea, the. Government of Indla has. also

decided ‘to treat . the . flood control works. ~of the
Brahmaputra - as, cent . percent Centrally ~ assisted
projects and . to- provide Rs. 500. crores for the
purpose in the 9th Plan as ACent.al grant.,. .

On the request the State Government, -a high

level commission has -also “been set up by - the

Government of . India to suggest policies, proorammes
and fund requirements of Assam and other North

Eastern States in -bridging the gaps in the infrastruc-
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ture and clearing the backlog in the basic’ minimum
services. This ‘high level 'commission has since visited
the State and held discussion = with the State
Government officials. ~Another high = level expert

committee has been appointed by the Government of

_India to examine all aspects of the problem of the
educated unemployed youths of Assam and other
North Eastern States and suggest steps for employ-
ment -generation. This high level expert committee has
also visited the State and held discussion with the
State Government officials. It is really gratifying to
find that the Government of India has responded to
the need for special treatment in sectors of industrial
development in the North East. The centre is going
to announce soon a new industrial policy specially
for the North East. There have been visits to the
State by many Central Ministers and senior officers
of different Ministries/Departments of the Centre viz.
the Ministry of Surface Transport, Department of
Chemicals and Petro-Chemicals, Ministry “of Rural
Development, Ministry of Information and Broadcast-
ing, Department of power, Railway Board, Department
of Tourism, Department of Youth Affairs and Sports,
Department of Banking etc. and there have been
discussions between the State Government and them
concerning the developmental matters of the State as
a part of the follow up action on the economic
packa‘ge announced by the Prime Minister for the
State ‘at the end of his wvisit (0 Assam and other
North-Eastern  States in  October. 1996,

e
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Assam C : S - L
Accord We have . been _ constantly taking. up- with the

Imple- ~ Government of India regarding full implementation*of
tion - all the clauses of the Assam Accord - without = any
delay. The * Prime  Minister's economic - package also
covers a number of important projects envisaged- in
keeping with the spirit of the Assam Accord like -the
. extension of broad gauge ‘railway line and the fourth
bridge over the Brahmaputra, for which full funding
by the Central Government has been assured. “This " is
an important achlevement of my State Government
which is extremely keen on' vigorous implementation
of the Assam  Accord. . The  construction of Srimanta
Sankardeva Kalakshetra- at Guwahati is ‘on  progress
and my -*Government is pursuing with the Centre with
~a view to its early completion. ‘Central assistance -has
- been sanctioned for developmg Jyoti Chltraban Filim

Studlo at Guwabhati.

Industries My Government is ~formulat1ng a’ new 1ndustr1al

‘ policy for rapid indistrial -development of - the State
through proper harnessinig of the local - resources. The
“advisory committee, constituted by ‘the ' Government '
for . suggesting ways to achieve rapid industrial -
development- in the State has already submitted - its
report and follow -up action has been . taken up. In
the meantime, the State Government has stepped up
activities in the- matter . of. implementation of the
existing programmes. : My  Government * has also
initiated steps o revive the sick public sector
undertakings of the State Government. '
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vDuring';1.996-9A7, 131 SSI units have been. set up
till the end of December, 1996.. During the s$ame
period, 753 handicrafts units were also established. In

~ 1997-98, it is proposed to .established 2900- SSI units

~.and . 3000 ‘handicrafts units in different areas of the
Sfate. As a measure of revamping the. PMRY it has
been proposed to cover 20% of the target allocated
by“ the ‘Government of India- under the new. scheme

of "Operation Vikash". The. State terget for -the
scheme has - been _enhanced during 1996-97 . from
9,900 .to 15,000 beneficiaries. The.Government of '
mdaa will establish ™ three mdustnal growth centres in
" the State. - There is-a plan of the Centre to establish

‘a tool room-cum-trammg centre in-Assam. The State

‘Government has taken up - the  construction of an.
~ Export promotron Industrial Park at Amingaon in
_ iGuwahau for promoting local mdustnal units exclu-
sively for export market

" About 46 . percent of the construction wiorks of
Numahgarh Oil Refinery project have been completed
and the works are progressmg “satisfactorily. As
~ regards Assam Gas Cracker project at Tengakhat, the
_outstandmg basic issues were sorted out in a
tripartite -meeting of the. Government of - India,’
Government of Assam and M/s Reliance Industries
Ltd. in New Delhi on December 2, 1996 and the
final clearance of the Government of India on the
matter is awaited. We are grateful to the Government
of India for the decision of the Steel Authority of
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Power -

India Ltd. to .set up a steel project -at.. Dagaon in
Kamrup dlStl‘lCt

¢
L R

Power - being an essentlal requisite. for ~industrial

~development, my- Government has given wtop priority

to the power sector. The power position:. in the State

- somewhat improved- during the period: from May to

December, :1996. Power -generation.. will improve

'substantially, once adequate quantiy. of natural gas ‘is

- available . to the. ASEB's Namrup and Lakwa Power -

‘Stations. As regards Amguri . Power pl'Q]CCt the matter-

is being vigorously pursued by the State: Government

.with- the Government. of India for- its : -execution by

- NTPC. The State" Government has . taken. over the

Karbl Langp1 Hydro Electnc prOJect and arrangements

are bemg made for - its. early completlon The gas

~,,.}based power project. at Adamtilla . is expected to be

commnssnoned shortly. The constructlon of the gas
based power pI'O_]eCt at Banskand1 in the Barak Valley
is also progressing satisfactorily. Measures have been

" initiated for .taking up 23 mini-hydel pl‘Q]eCtS in the
" State. The rural electn'ﬁcatmn works are  also

Science

"~ Technol-

ogy and
Enviren-
ment

progressing. -

The State Government has given.a high priority .
to application of science & technology -for sustainable
development in’ defferent sectors “of -economy in the
State and for inculcating a séientiﬁc temper. Various
schemes and programmes are under implementaiton in -
the sectors like remote sensing, ‘environment, non-
conventional energy, ) pollution " control as  well as




Employ-
ment

Rural
‘Devel-
opment
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various research 'works.

The Government is fully alive ‘to the problem
of unemployment in the State with the number of
job-seekers - on the ‘Live Register of the Employment
Exchanges standing at '12,83,194 as on 30th Septem-

ber; 1996. Educated unemployec! youths are being

encouraged to take wup self-employment in various
sectors.  The Government 1is rextremely. anxious to
widen and diversify the avenue:s of employment with
the twin objectives: of = bringing relief to the
unemployed and making use of the massive human
resource in constructive ventures. :

The problem of unemployment in the rural areas
is causing serious concern to the Government,
Emphasis is being given on ensuring gainful employ-
ment to the unemployed villagers. We are happy that
the Central Government has decided full coverage of
all Development Blocks of the State by the
Employments Assurance Scheme (EAS).

#Shri Gautam Roy : In the rural Development °
there is no work. No appointment. There is illegal
appointment  also.

Hon'ble Governor : The State Government is on
the way to fully achieving the target of assisting
52,000 families under IRDP, 9000 rural youths under
TRYSEM and 1135 groups of women under DWCRA
during the current financial vear.

*Shri  Bharat Ch. Narah : There 1s rampant

’E:S])CCCh not Corrected
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corruption in Rural Development Department.

Hon'ble Governor : The targets for the said
programmes for 1997-98 are even more ambitious
and my Government will step up all necessary efforts
to fully achieve these tatgets. The achievement. under
Jawahar Rojgar Yojana during 1996-97 will be 188.95
lakh mandays. The implementation of the programme -
will be kept up during 1997-98..Under Indlra Awas
Yo_|ana 15760 dwellmg houses are being completed
in the current financial year while the - programme
will be continued with greater vigour during. the next
financial year. The villages are being given a pivotal
position in the developmental  plans and programmes
in the State and the trend will continue. The dream
of the new vibrant society has to be realised in the

- State's' courtryside and the villages will continued to
) 'matter even ‘more in our developmental efforts in " the
. days ahead. :

, Agriculture  Ag agnculture is the mamstay of the State s

economy, serious efforts to raise the’ product1v1ty of

- our fields will cortinue with greater vigour in the |

coming period. Increase in the area under summer
rice cultivation, double and multiple cropping and
generation of more self-employment ‘alenues will be
some .of the thrust areas in. this respect. Production

~ of oil-seeds and pulsés will also be  given greater

weightage. Priority will also be given on hoticulture,
floriculture, spices and mushroom cultivation. Under
the Assam Rural infrastructure and Agricultural




18 ’ ' " Governors' Address ’ 7th March

‘Services ' Project, it is proposed to make more
“productive - utilisation of the existing' 'State owned
seed- farms. ‘Dhemaji and Lakhitnpur districts ‘will be
: covered under the Crop’ Insurance Scheme.

Irngatxon

/ 'V,etserinary .
U position in' the rural. economy of Assam.. The State
) ,Government has, therefore taken steps to. 1mprove the

. quality of hvestock and 1ncrease productnon of milk {
. products w1th ‘a package of programmes to raise -
- _socio-economic  status Of th‘e_ people, particularly in <

Fishery

development “the - State ~ Government has attached a
’ hlgh prlonty to proper development of this sector. In
the rmnor 1rr1gat10n sector in the general areas,
efforts” are’ 'béing made to .fully cover the targetted
area. ~ '

Irrlgatlon bemg vitally. important for agricultural

- Animal . Husbandry occupies also an importanty '

the rural areas and the ST and SC communities and ;
those 11v1ng below the - poverty hne

The State Government's efforts in the sector, «(\Nét
Wthh include strengthening of the Artificial Insemi- "
nation programmes, fodder development programmes ,,,!
as well as allled activities and .adequate. animal health
coverage mcludmg ‘disease control are being stepped *
up even further to ensure faster 1mprovement of the
services, higher -productivity of dairy -items, better
quality of livestock as well as to ensure wider
avenues for® self employment.

.

Pisciculture,> whieh .also  constitutes important
sector in the rural ‘cconomy has shown encouraging
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.trends Productton of ftsh and ftshrseeds m the State

has recorded an mcrease and the productton of fish
is likely to exceed 153 lakh tonnes m the State in
1996 97. All low—lymo areas measurmo more than 20

bighas are envisaged to be Coiiverted into fisheries ™

in phases Wthh W1ll m ‘turn, be leased out to
entrepreneurs. ,A —massive ﬁehery deveIOpment pro-
gramme is berng 1mp1emented under” the Assam Rural
infrastructure and Agricultural Services Pro;ect

‘Handloom Handloom contmues‘ be’ another gainful

economic activity in the rural - area in’ parttcular A
high prlorlty is, accordmgly, given to the develop-
ment of " this sector. The productton of handloom
fabrics in “the Stafe is’ expected to go up to 101

million metres by ‘the end of 1996- 97 In the~
'powerloom sector the - productton target for 1996 97

is 12 mrlhon metres

Important echemes on the anvrl .in the sector'

include 22 mtegrated handloom v11|age development

50 handloom development centres and workshed -cum-
housing project for poor handloom weavers. "All these

Al

‘projects, 34 project package schemes ‘setting up- of..A

projects  will 1mrnensely beneﬁ ~ particularly .the‘

women in rural areas.

. Wtdemng of the scape of tramlng lin the crafts
blended with modern skills is directly relevant (o the
task of gainful -use of the traditional arts and crafts.
The State Government has initiated several schemes
in this direction to train the rural women for sel-

\
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employment. Other -social welfare schemes which /2 A

deserve spec1a1 mention include the integrated Child

N Development project, whtch will cover 111 Develop-
.. ment_Blocks in’ 1997-98 in addition . to the 83, at

Hill

Develop-
ment

present Mentton may’ be made also of the proposal
to set up ‘a Braille. press next year for production

1

of study. matenals for  the blind students The deaf «
and dumb students are also being glven proper care
and asmstance for development

- My Govemment has given a very hlgh priority
on development of. the two hlll districts of the State. __
Greater autonorny has' ‘been given to the Autonomous: i’{’

. Councﬂs in the two. dtstncts Emphasxs has ‘been laid

on development of health and education, ~roads,
transport, tourism’ ‘etc. Particular emphasis has been
given "on jhum control. The two hill -districts have
been selected by the Government of India for

_1mplementmg the Integrated - Wasteland Development

Char _
Area

Develop- »
‘people living in the char-chapori areas of - the .

ment

Scheme in these districts.

The State” ‘Government is. keen to  ensure o
improvement in the socio-econofnic condition qf -

Brahmaputra. A number of schemes are under
implementation for development of agriculture,
veterniary, dairy, cottage . industries Ieducation, ~ health
services and provision of drinking water facilities . in
these areas: o

*Shri Bharat Ch. Narah : In char Area, there 1S+ %
no any development. There  is not any road

*Speech not Corrected
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communication.

Hon'ble Governor 'Employment" generation by

way of creation of mandays through construction of

raised earthen platforms and agncultural bundhs has

been ensured. These schemes will continue to be

1mplemented in the: commg financial year, 1997-98

Assam Mlnormes Development Board is lookmg
after the welfare of the minority communities in
Assam and tmplementatlon of the Prime Minister's I5-

Point programme. The -State Government has - estab-

lished on 27th Feb, 1997 Assam Mmormes Develop-

ment -and Finance Corporatlon Lid. “with an authonsed .

of the termu loan facility from -the National Minorities
Developmem! & Finance Corporatlon for betterment of

'l.} _l_. ‘e

 share capital- of ' Rs. 5 crores to “enable it to avail -

Proper educatlon is- obv:ously the foundanon of

a better society .and my. Government has ‘naturally

. laid emphasis .on quality. improvement of .eduation

at all levels. In the sphere of higher.education,
the developmental programmes for 1997 98 will

include +~ the system of - deficxt grants-ln-ald

credtion of addmonal posts for ‘'such col]}eges

and other Schemes The developmental “grants to-

the Gauhatl and lefugarh Umversrtqes wnll be

~ enhanced.

In the sphere of Prmiary Education, the

Government. has ' evolved iew procedures to’

streamlme the ‘growth of educational institutions.

f



l

 : 5 for_v opening Class VIII' and a Concurrence
"':commlttee for opemno ngher Secondary Classes
'have ‘been ~formed with ‘the Commissioner &

,.“fallve to the need for quahﬁed teachers’ to ensure
' better . education” in thé ‘schools in the State. The =
~ Government, constituted “an enquiry committee to

"'enqulre mto '_the alleganons of illegal ang

of” each “of these Commlttees.
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A Recognition Commlttee for recognition . of
Upper Prlmary Schools, a Permlssmn Commxtteeé_

'Secretary, Educatlonal Department as the Chairman ;

The Hon'ble Members of thls August House

‘ .have . on several occasmns expressed  serious
‘concern j over o the '. allegatlons of' 1rregular

Jirregular appomtments in the schools made

oy

Sports

Yout;h,
1VVelfare

_ has naturally glven adequate pnonty to this

. award of _ sports pensions and - promotion of

makmg satlsfact'ory progress ; Ay

~during the previous -years. Follow up action jg
“being "~ “taken - on this report. Steps have. been
‘taken for: stremlmg the ‘recruitment of teachers in
" the schools Implementatlon of DPEP is also

-‘
eNp, e - B

The Government _ V1ews sports and youth

.welfare acuvmes as . essent1al for phy51cal and_

~,mental ; deveIOpment of the new generation and

sector too.. The schemes’ formulated. for _the
:coming -year " ia this sector mclude construcuon
.of mini- s_tadla construction of swimming pools,




Tourism

(RO
%)
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mountaineering - training and adventure sports.’

My Government has been giving a major
thrust on properly building up tourism in the
State as an industry with greater participation of
the private sector in the days ahead. Ambitious
plans to cover more identified ares have been
taken up. Incentive schemes to encourage private
enterpreneurs and steps to - provide self-
employment to local educated youths will continue
to modernise and upgrade the existing tourist
facilities in the State.

Transport The importance of the transport sector in

the social and economic life of the people can
hardly _overemphasised. Recent times have
witnessed rapid expansion of this vital sector
and the State Government's efforts in the days
ahead will continue to reach out to the interior
and remote areas and to improve the quality of
service at the same time. In order to be able
to give better service, the ASTC has been asked
to be financially self reliant. Importance 1s
being given also to the utilisation of the water
ways and efforts to build up infrastructural
facilities for development of the navigable
waterways.  Creation of night-movement facilities
in the Brahmaputra has- also been taken up with
the Government of India. Commercial services
have been opened through the river Brahmaputra
with Calcutta. It 1is proposed (o start such




\servmes between Karrmganj and Calcutta also. %

. repair of a.large number of roads and bridges |

‘~a1'so . been- submrtted to "the Government of Indla N

Flood
rontrol

~ of floods is unavoidable. My Government has

in - Lakhlmpur ‘and Dhemaji districts - have been
"'damaged due to recurring flood and ‘no_ RCC'

24 . Governors' Address 7th March

Development of roads and bridges is essentlal
to facrhtate better road-transport and it is why,
the - State Government took up constructxon and

all ‘over the State. Under ‘the Assam Rural |
Infrastructure and Agrlcultural Services Project,
the "conversion of 23 timber bridges to 'RCC -;
brxdges has been recently sanctioned and the !
executlon of the work w111 commence shortly

*Shri' Bharat Ch.. Narah . All Timber Bridges)> =

Brldges have been constructed | v_ L )

Hon'b,le Governor Durmg the flnancral year
1997 98, 18 proposed . to take “PA the
conversron of 100 . timber bridges to RCC
brldges and- 1mprovement of 450 _ KM of rura] -
roads .under - this pro]ect : Requrrements hav

for conversron of -two. 1mportant State - nghways
to- Natrona] Highways.

In the context of our State, where the
recnrrent floods often upset our developmental -
programmes, a very " high priority on the control

‘taken both short and long - term programmes in%,af
‘this - regard but effective’ handlmg of such a

*Speech not Corrected
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massive task is obviously beyond the State
Government with, its  limited means. It .is.

.however, greatifying that the Government of

India has responded - favourably - to ‘the State
Government's request to take " up_flood ' control
measures for the Brahmaputra .as Central Sector
projects with 100% Central . grants. The

- Government of India, at the instance of -my

Government, has already initiated the activisation
of the Brahmaputra Board by filling- up all top
posts. The . State  Government  has been
pursuing with the - Government of India to
sanction and take up early the xmplementauon of
the Subansiri Dam, Dehang Dam,_ Pagladld ‘Dam

" and Tlpalmukh Dam . projects. A - “number of

1mportant anti erosxon schemes c]eared by CwcC

~at various places of the State are at dlfferent

Soil .
Conse-

Tvation

'stages of executlon

The.  precious . - soil ~cover need 0 "be-
conserved for control -of floods; developmént of

... agriculture . .and - ¢enservation. ~of our . iorexts

Forest

During - 1996-97, soil conservation practices in
“both hills and plains - ‘areas - of the State were

under 'implement'ation - During  1997-98.- the
proposed physical largets are - conserv :mon '_,01‘\
7936 hectares of ‘agricultural land and 367
he_ctares of forest land.. - ‘

The nced’ to conserve and . devetop -our

forest arcas has received high prioriey \Wjth my

~N
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Revenue

Government. During 1996-97, the targets of

}
¥

raising 7598 - hectares of plantations - under“'??f
- production - forestry and : 5809 hectares under

social forestry in the State were fully achieved.
During 1997- 98 it 1is’ prqposed be raise 361
hectares of .plantations under production forestry
and 3400 hectares under social forestry. A total
of -4500 hectares of plantatlons are proposed to

be’ raised ir the hill areas- of Assam. The area

of- Kazrranga “National  Park is proposed to be

extended o IO o .

.

-~

The State Government 1ntnds to enhance the - =
‘_,exrstmg rate ‘of land revenue in respect of tea-
'_.,lands Steps have already been taken to recognise
.'the mauzas The Revenue Department has ’ already

' ,,completed computerlsatron ~of land records in

4 ”/"
Y/

Sonltpur district. Cornputerlsatron has also been '

taken up in seven other districts. Under the
Assam ‘Rural  ‘Infrastructure . and ‘Agricultural

- Services “Project, the -State Government -has- taken

Food &
Civil
Supplies

up the scheme of ~consolidation . of land holdings'

in four :Reveiue :Circles- of Kamrup .district,
comprlsmg 16 vnllages - | |

oy |
”Shrl Abu Saleh Nazmuddm : There is no

meanmofu] PDS system in Assam

Hon'ble * Governor : In pursuance of the

decision of the Chief Mlmstexs conference

convened by the Go\elnmenl of India. a new

*Speech not Conecled
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PDS is scheduled to commence .in 'the State from

~ the next financial year. -Under this scheme a

family below the poverty line . will ;get 10 Kgs
of rice per.month at half the usual -PDS -rate. It
will benefit 19.06 lakh poor families :in the
State. My Government  has also taken various’

steps, as per guidelines of the Government of -

India, to check the rise of . price ‘line of the
essential = commoditiés. Steps -also ‘have been
taken to check the various malpractlces by the
traders.

*Shri Bharat Ch. Narah : There is 10 co-
operatlve electlon Slr( ceeeniaas Intcrruptlon erreenennn )

" Hon'ble. Govemor : Vanous schemes are.
undcr -implementation for consolidating. the co-

f operative . base in the State, particularly for.
,P_fO,{I?Otil,llg_ the rural . economy, '

MY Government has’ also . gnven pnonty
a-t:tenti'on'“-'. to: ensure .. adequate .. health - services
~eoverage to’ the:people ...in. the- State: including

‘those* - living in~thé remoté and .. inaccessible

areas. With the aSSisfance -of . the:'World Bank,\ the
Assam Area Prolecf -, IPP - IX is  under
implementation for. - strengthempg “the health
services in the rural areas. A ‘mobile  boat clinic
scheme has . been mtroduce.d for the benefit" of
char dwellers.. The proposal on the upgradation

of Guwahati Medical College to the: status of a

* *Speech not Corrected
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‘national -level institution has been taker up with
-~the Government of. India. Development of Assam 3
'Medical College : Dibrugarh, - Silchar' Medical ”
. College - -and ‘other health institutions' will be
- tak‘en»“up. O |

\ ,"‘ .

I

_ *Shr1 Abu  Saleh Nazamuddin : This
Government has’ closed 'pharmacist course in *h
Sllchar Medical College Sll‘ ‘
(_.....;.;....Interruptlon ..... PR )

Publi : : ) o
,’H‘;al:;/ . Hon'ble - Governor : Durmg the 'year 1996- .-

Engmee- 97 the famhty of safe drmkmg water service is, \
ring bemg extended to 1767 habltatlons with prlorlty{\:
‘to no-source habltauons ‘and .the SC/ST dominated
_ hiabitations. In- this - : f1nanc1al year, .6000 units of .

- Jow.: cost -Jatrines :were. _installed .in the rural

R areas R
Municipal . My Government . is also. ’implementing
ﬁ.:'t?:,',','s schemes .to. imp‘rove ~the. quality ".of life - -of

) partlcularly the - urban . poor under the ane .
Minister's Integrated Urban: Proverty . Eradication S

: .;-pcogramme in ‘19 ’Mumcxpal Boards and Town

. CominiTtée . areas. ' -

*‘Shn Abu Saleh Nazmuddm '.':Thereis no *
. .clected Mumclpal Board, Slr o '

. lnturruptlon rerraeeas EST )
Hon'ble ’GOVC]/HOI . The Urban . Basic |
Services . - for Poor . programmec  is  being™

I $ : "~
*Speech not Corrected
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implemented in 4 towns. Financial assistance is
being sanctioned to the urban local bodies in the
State against the award of 10tlh Finance
Commission for improvement of roads, water
supply, drainage and other pubhc amemttes n
the urban areas. -

Duri‘ng 1997-98, the Assam Urban Water

Supply - & Sewerage Board will continue the

implementation of 20 ongeing water  supply

" schemes and it will take up = 4 new schemes

in ‘various towns of the- State.

Durmg the year, - l996§97, ) th'e;-‘To’wtl &
Country Planning Department undertook

developmental programme for ‘upgrading the living

- conditions of the ,urban.,peo'pleby implementation

Perma-
nent
Capital
of

Assam

The
Assam
Pay-

1994

v

of = programmes like Integrated Development of
Small & Medium Towns.. Open -and .underground
drains in- the core areas of Guwahati - City- were
constructed. Preparatton of Master Plans has
been taken up for a number. of these programmes.

. The construction of the permanent capital of
Assam in and around Dispur will be taken up
in the next financial year.,

_ The Assam Pay Commission, 1994 is  expected
to submit their final’ report ‘soon to the

,Govemment The State’ Govemment has granted

Interlm Rehef to the State Government employeeq

s
J -
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-:Hon'ble .-Members, I have tried  to give a

‘brief .'outl‘ine.of thef'approach‘ of ‘my”~ Go‘ver_nm"ent’

with regard to Ssome " of the  major issues
“concerning  the “State. I ‘am  hopeful that your
deliberation in ‘course of this session Wwill
~.par,'ticu1afly stimulate in the popular mind a
.stronger urge  for peace -without which no

,progress 1s posmble It. needs no rexteratlon that _
a peaceful and construcuve atmosphere in. the -

‘State“‘can be generated only through concerted
‘efforts by all sections of the people from all
walks "of life. I am confident that ‘your
'dlSOUSSlOl‘lS on the :floor of -this - -August House in
“course - iof this -significant session will faithfully
- reflect: 'the collective will and: wisdom -of the
prople.. This session’ of ‘the August House, I am
“sure; will. help ‘the people of the.:State ‘unfurl a
" new: chapter 2in wits conternporary hlstory

I W1sh 'your dehberatlons all success

. Ca . e o N L
. [ . N -

<o e i Jai o Hind. Jai Aai Asom.

YR SR

, Ml’ Speaker ':- Now,sunder sub rule 2 of the.
Rule 13 of ‘the Rules of PlOCCdUl’C and Conduct o

of Business in Assam Le°1slat1ve Assembly, 1
hereby 1eport that the Governor has been pleased

to make his speech. A copy of the speech has
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-already been laid on the -table and . copies of the.

speech have been distributed - to the Hon'ble
Members also: '

~ A group photograph -has 'been’arr;anged for.

the Hon'ble Members of this House in front- of
. the Library and - I request- the: Hon'ble ~ Chief
‘Minister, Hon'ble Ministers, -Hon'ble Leader" of
'Athe Opposition, My brother, Presiding . Officer,

Deputy Speaker, 'Minister -of States ‘and all
Members of the House to _|01n, the . groupA

~ photograph as arranged prlor to . part1C1pat10n in

tea

I request the .Hon'blé'. ‘Chiref",r-Minizs-ter-,'-
Ministers, Leader of the. Opposition in.the Assam-
Legislative Assembly, Ministers. of . State, Hon'ble

- Members of . the House, Chlef Secretary, .

Commissioners -and- Secretaries . to: the Government,

'DGP,.IGP, DIGs 'and Head-'of Depariments in “the

Officers Gallery,- Gentlemen of  :the . Press’ and.

~ Electronic -media in the :Press: Gallery and -All
- .India Radio and Official. Reporters to ' join :the .

Hon'ble Governor at tea arranged -outside adjacent
to the Assembly Chamber. .- .= - -

The Housé do now stands adjourned for 30
mmutes Ve I ’

REPORT OF THE: BUSINESS ADVISORY ‘
| COMMITTEE

] Jf

Mr Speaker B Read ,,thé report' of ‘the
Business Adv1sory Commulee Under Rule 230
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- of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
- Business in Assam Legislative Assembly I called
a meeting, of the Business Advisory Committee of
the Conference Room in the New MLA Hostel at
Drspur on 24th February, 1997 for finalisation . of
the Calender. for the Current Budget Session. . of
the Assembly, 1997.

"The Commrttee after threadbare discussion
decided ‘that the Current Budget Session of the
Assembly, 1997 whrch would commence on - 7th
March would" continue till’ 8th April, 1997. The
Committee further decided that the - 7th April,

- 1997. bemg Monday would a recess day for

Celebration of the Foundation' Day Anmversary
- of the 'Assam Legislative Assembly '

There would -be 20 workmg days out of
,whlch 16. days would be -devoted for transaction
of Government Busmess and 4 days would be
“earmarked - for" transactron .of . Private Members'
‘Business -. . - The ""Committee- also -decided - that
‘Budget Estimates for the -year 1997-98 would be
placed at 3.00 P.M. on 14th March, 1997. The

. House  would also sit. on Saturday, the 29th

March, Whtch is normally a recess day.

~ To make more ttme available to the Members .

for taking part on ‘Voting on Demands for Grants,
the Committee decided that there would be. two
sittings of the House on  2lst, 26th and 27th

-

RS

J
/
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March, .1997 and the  second sitting .of: the
House on those days would start.from 3.00 P.M.

B to 5.30 P.M. The Committee further decided that
" at least one 'Demand for Grants would be

dlsposed of in each smmg of the House fixed
for discussion o‘n_votmg.on Demands for Grants.
. The Corﬁmi_;.t'tee, ‘then 'ﬁlialise'd the "Calender.
" The Calender for ‘the eurrent budget session
has been " circulated  amongst all the hHon'ble
Members of .the House. - . = EAETREN

S | hOpe thls has’ the approval of the House

' MOTION OF THANKS ON/ GOVERNOR'

ADDRESS

I 'have received a ‘motl,on_' of thanks: “on - the -

‘Governors Address: from - Shri - Hltendra Nath

Goswam1 and Seconded by Shr1 Atul. Bora.

‘Now, I request Shri Hitendra Nath Goswamn
to -move the. ‘motion . of. thanks ‘on the Govemors

address

Shri Hi_tendra_ Nath Goswami : Sir, I beg to

" move that the Hon'ble Members of' the Assam'

Legislative Assembly in thls session ‘are grateful'
to the Governor .for the address he 'is pleased to
deliver to the House today, _the ‘7th March, 1997.

Mr. Speaker : Now, I call Hon' ble member'
Shri Atul Bora for seconding the motion of
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Pt

thanks on Governors ‘Address. . i

Shr1 Atul Bora HOH ble Speaker Slr I beg
to second the. mouon Of thanks moved by Shri
Hltendna Nath Goswaml on the Governors address

’ Thank’ you’ SlI' ~ i b Lo L, e

"Mr.:  Speaker . The motion has now been
'moved and \seconded “Debate on - the Governors
- address has ‘been. allotted om 10th Mirch, 1997
and  14th +March, 1997 '"Amendments 1o the
Motion: of thanks -will ¥ berreceived. <by’ the

'._Assembly Secretanat _upto. '4.00, P.»M . today.

R

, For alLocatlon of. trme to.,vanous nLeglslature
‘Partles / Group and Independent Members on the
Debate .- on . Governor's address, 1 request the
'Members of the ~ Business Advisory’ Committee
‘and- Spemal invitee - to meet at the .Conference

Room at my officer chamber today at“11.30 A.M.

or -as 500N as the House ralses for moday

ANNOUNCEMENET FROM THE ’CHAIR

Mr. Speaker : Now ltem no. 4.

Under Rule 9(1) of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in Assam Leglslatlve
Assembly, - T nom,l\nate' the following . Hon'ble
Members to constitute the Panel of Chairmen for
- the current Budget Session of the Assembly,
1997, ‘
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1997  Layingof Govemment Ordinance, Reports etc.

1. .Shri. H'e‘men ~‘Das:

.-,-’Sh‘n Hltendra Nath Goswaml

2
3. Shri Abdul Muqtadlr Choudhury
4

. ... Shri Hohram Terana L
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LAYING OF GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE

REPORTS. ETC

Mr. Speaker- :
.Ki-{.'_”Sarma to lay

o M Speaker‘
. Prafulla Kumar" Mahanta Hon'ble Chlef Mlmster

"Assam (mcharge Parllamentary Affalrs)
.. the - report: of
- .: Gengral. of India for.:the year ended 3I'st March,
1996 (Revenue.
‘Government: of Assam-

3 -‘

Now '

Receipt). :

the . Comptroller

. .'. - Shri Biraj" Kr. Sarma . (Mlmster)
©. .to- lay .uthe:- Assam :Municipal
~+'Ordinance," 1997." :

PR

Now item No 5 Shn Biraj

+ . Sir, I beg

(Am,endment)
item ‘No." 6 ‘-I’Shn

lay

and - Audltor

relating

“to

the

Shri Prafulla Kumar Mahanta (Chlef Mlmster)
Sir, 1 beg to lay the - Report of “the - ‘Comptroller
& Auditor General of India for the year ended
31st March, 1996 1e1atmg to ‘the’ Govelnmenl of

A_ssam.

Mr. Speaker

: Now,

item.

No.

7

Shri.




' ..Assazm

" lay the interim report of:the Ali-Party Delegation
, _affected areas of Lakhimpur and Dhemaji districts.

and Majuli Sub-Division .in_ Jorhat district -and
- Blswanath Sub- DlVlSlOIl of the Somtpur dlstnct

" the. Interim Report of the All party Delegation

© 36 ~+© . ObituaryReferences.. ~ 7thMarch

Surendra Nath Medhi, Minister to lay the Report
of the Comptroller & Auditor General of India
for the year ended 31st 'March, 1996 (Commercxal)
relating - to. the Govt. of Assam.

Sri’ Sureadra Nath Medh-i.- -(: Minister) : Sir,
1 beg to lay the. Report of ‘_‘th'é Comptroller &
Auditor: ‘General of India for the year ended 31st
March, 1996 " relating~ to' * the Government of -

M. Speaker . Now, item No. 8 - Shri Dilip :
Kumar ‘Saikia, MLA and member of the App-
‘ Party ‘Delegation,- Assam-- Leglslatwe Assembly, to .

of the Assam Legislative  Assembly - to. the flood -

Sﬂm Dﬂap Kibmmgar - Saikia " : Sir, I beg. to lay

" of the Assam Leglslatxve Assembly to the flood
affected areas of Lakhimpur and Dhemaji districts e
and Majuli Sub-division in .Jorhat district and
Biswanath Sub division :in Somtpur DlStl’lCt
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The house stands adjourned till 9.00 A.M. on
Monday, the 10th March 1997. '

D. Talukdar

- Dispur : Secteray,
The 7th March Assam Legislative Assembly




