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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam  Legis-
lative Assembly assembled after the Eighth General Elections
under Sovereign Democratic Republican Constitution of India.

The House met in the Assembly Chamber, Dispur .
Guwahati on Wednesday the 22nd January 1986 with the
Hon’ble Speaker in the Chair, 14 (fourteen) Miniscers,
7 (Seven) Ministers of State, and 95 (Ninety-five) Members
present. et : ;

STARRED :
QUESTIONS AND  ANSWERS
Date 22nd January, 1986
(To which oral answers were given)
Re : Lift Irrigation
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Shri CHARAN NARZARY-—Mr. Speaker, Sir, will
the Honble Trrigation Minister be pleased to let this
House know whether the Government have any- statistics
on working lift irrigation schemes and non-working lift
irrigation schemes ? If not, then will the Hon’able Irrigation
: tl;.]&_lsl‘lg’ster take necessary steps to collect the data about
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Mr. SPEAKER—Now the Short thice Question by
Shri Hemen Uas.

SHORT NOTICE -
QUESTION AND ANSWER
Re : Investigation by Vigilance Cell.
Shri HBEMEN DAS : asked
1. Will the Minister, Political etc. be. pleased to state—

~ The number of Cdrruption cases investigated by Vigi-
lance Cell in the year 1984 and :985, and action taken
therecon ? :
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Shri CHARAN NARZARI—Mr, Speaker, Sir, may
know from the Hon’ble Minister whether the inyestigation
include any names of the then Minister ?
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CALLING ATTENTION

Shri ARDHENDU KUMAR DEY'—In order to: enhance
the activities in the cultural sphere of this region, this
cultural organisation has been established at Santiniketan
so that the people from ail corner of the Country can
Participate there. Even the inhabitants of the North
EaSte:‘Il reégion Can.pﬂrtlcipate to vauire knOWledge on

different cultural aspscts.  So, T request the Minister-in-
charge to clarify this

*Speech not corrected
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~ has managed to spend Rs. 31.89 crores
Hon’ble Member Shri'B. K Ba

Assam Tribune of 4th January,

~
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MATTER UNDER RULE 301
* Mr. SPEAKER—Now zero hour is over.,

Shri BINAT KHUNGUR BASUMATARI—I - beg to -
raise a matter under Rule 301 of the Rules.of Procedure -
and. conduct of Business in -Assam Legislative Agsembly

- relating to -the news item appearing in the ‘Assam - Fribune

dated 4th January, 1986 under the caption “Assam Govern:’

ment in-tight financial position.”.

Sif, during the Bﬁdg-et‘ Session discussions of 1985-86,'
we were told that the overdraft position of the State was
eliminated. - When the budget for this year started, we had

- 68 crores of overdraft. But. we were told subsequently
- on the Floor of the House that the overdraft  has . been
. completely eliminated -Just after the Bew Government
- came to power, in 2 span of 10 days, we arc ver

sur- -
prised to know. that we ran into an overdraft of Rs. 31.89
crores. We would, therefore, like to. know whether the -
earlier- statement made by the previous Government is

correct and if it is. correct whether the npew Government -
) ; ) within a span of
10 days. That is the point I wish to raige - ,
* Shri PRAFULLA KUMAR MAHANTA, Chicf Minister
ble _ sumatari has by his potice. : -
under rule 301 of the Rules ‘of y Iis notice

. Procedure and conduct of -
Business in the Assam Legislative ;

1 : Assembly broyght to the
Notice the Government. of the riews item v?z’hiéh a;%earf(:)d in. -

U3 1986  regarding . the.
financial position of the Government. - - g?.lidl‘n?g, s

une -"dated 4th .January
. ared which reported Rs..31.89
crores as the overdraft position

he of State. Thesame report
has also  indicated - that State Government can gop‘for“

l



"8 - MATTER UNDER RULE 301 [22nd January

overdraft upto an amount of Rs." 50 crores . co»-e.ring a

period .Of 5 yea’rs and. since - Overdraft - to the extent of -

Rs. 31:89 crores has already been taken .resort to, further
overdr-ft upto Rs. 28.i1 crores will be available for the
remaining five years. The Correct pcsition s indicated

below:—

When the State Rudget 1985-86 was p;esentéd before
this House on 11th March 185 the opening balance was
estimated at (—) Rs. 140.25 crores. When the  Annual

¥

Plan 1985-86, was finalised afterwards, the closing balance -

for the year 1984-85 i. e. the opening balance of 1935-86
was assessed at (—) Rs.-60.10 crores. In the the meantime,
the: Government - of India decided in Februury 1985 that
the State Governments should not exceed ihe .overdraft
position as on 28th January 198S. ‘Assam Government’s
overdarft with the Reserve Bank on India on 28th January

. 1985 was Rs. 31.34 crores. This decision meant that the
State Government could avail.of overdraft, if  required,

only upto Rs. 31.34 crores: The Government of° India -

also stipulated that the overdraft limijt of Rs. 31,34 crores
was also to be progressively wiped out by way of economy.
In 1985-86 itself 10% of Rs.. 31.34 crores 1e. Rs. 3.13

crores was to be wiped out The overdraft. limit thersfore -

comes down from Rs. 3t. 34 crores to Rs. 28.21 crores
after 19%reduction  (31.34-3.13=28.21). Thus the uncovered
gap over the reduced (60.10-28.21)- Out of the gap of Rs,
31.89 crores overdraft limit stood at Rs. 31.89 crores an
‘amount of Rs. 28.76 crores has been alloved by Govern-

ment. of India as additional Central Assistance and the-
balance of Rs. 3.13 crores is to wiped out by the State

Government by way of economy. :

Earlier in April 1985 the Govcrnment' of Indie; granted

a temporary ways and means advance of Rs. 90 crores’

~to contain State Government’s overdraft. This ways . and

Means advance has been subsequently —converted into
medjum - term loan, Thus the total Ican . granted
during the’ year 1985-86 uptil now for covering deficit in
- resource and .to stop overdraft is Rs. 118.21 crores (28.21
+90.00=118.21) excluding the additional central assistance
of Rs. 28.76 crores.

*Speéch‘ not corrccted
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There is at present no oOver-draft with the Reserve
Bank of India by the State Government.

Shri BINAI KHUNGUR BASUMATARI.—SIr, it
appears that thers is no over-draft at the moment. That
is the correct. position.

Shri PRAFULLA KUMAR MAHYANTA (Chief Minister).--
GECET FAT 6T 9 ISWE WeH HEE TR | .

Shri BINAI KHUNGUR BASUMATARY: Then how
this news came out which had w_orrin us ?

Mr. SPEAKER.—The news may not be correct,

Shri BINAI KUMAR BASUMAUARY.—When there
is no over-draft how then this news could be published
that there is an over-draft of Rs. 31.34 crores ?

MOTION FOR ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO
UNIVERSITY COURT
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* Shri ABDUL MUHIB . MAZUDAR.—Mr. speaker"

' Sir, 1 take the -privilege:to ‘have. this’ o‘ppbrtumty to“-’partl-
cipate in this debate on thehGovernors. -Axdress.” We are
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Placed in a very  peculiar situation. Governor in his
address in the' third paragraph has  méntioned that the
statesmanship and farsightedness of our Prime Minister
Shri Rajiv ~ Gandhi led to the signing of the Accord.
Immense hopes and aspirations have beep generated in the
minds of the public . Consequent  to the election and
constitution of the  newly elected Legislative Assembly,
So, when the Governor’s Add_res_s star1s with the recogni-
tion of statesmanship and  farsightediess  of our Party
President and Prime Minjster Shri- Rajiv Gandhi, we on
this side, have a little difficult situatior as to  what to
fay from the opposition on the Governor's Address. But
several things have come to us. We know Who has drafted
this Governor’s Address and also the ‘Goverror of the
State has deiivered it in this House. There was a demand
yesterday by Mr. Tanti, a member of the AGP in which
language we should deliberatc in this Flouse. T would have
spoken in ' Assamese. T did speak earlier in Assamese but ;
then Sir, I would like to say that Governor himself
DY
Engilish and I took leave of the Hon’ble Speaker to
speak in English. He himself delivered in English language.
Now Sir. T remember a qustetion  of our young Chijef
Minister yesterday. The -other day I saw it and 1 am
still thinking possibly he will answer if not in this session
sometimes in future. To hunt an clephant means you
have to ride an elephant. I would like 1o know the answer
pot now but in future, either in course of this. Assembly
or in the Budget Session. He has come to hunt the
elephant and he has that right ‘tol do it.. But the point
is, who is to ride it ? Is the Congress (D or is  the
peole of Assam or is it his own Party AGP  itself 9
I do not want to take the answer from him now.
He bas projected before us the immense task before him,
the immense difficulty that he would ' be facing and the
Party would be facing and that realisation would say
speaks volume about his qualities and about his  farsi-
ghtedness. Yesterday ‘there was a mention ‘
members of the UMF because I did . describe the Asgam
ACCOI’d. I StiCk to lt i | faught f;‘lef:tion on ASSBI’D Accord.

[ would try to speak on this
of the Assembly or in the Budget
to write it. ;

in future in the course
Session. He has desired
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I still hold -that T have won - ths election on :this. I
still stick to it. The minorities = supported the Assam

Accord. Again. the minorities front set up candidates and
took ®xtracticn from it in the State so much so tat, I
am grateful to them, As a matter-of fact, it is I ~ who
have ‘drafted the Accord, It was even refefred to by a
paper from Calcutta-in the Ananda Bazar Patrika. I have
drafted almost all the norms of the Accord. .But the

people they are all minorities in -my district,. We come

from a district which is entirely inhabited by the minori-
ties -and they are very much concérned about the minori-
ties ‘of the State of =~ Assam. - These minorities were

confronted with the Assam  Accord. In the -district of.

Cachar, out of 15 members 10 members have been elected,
and We can say there is no' hide and seek. we want the
jmplementation of the Accord. And even the minorities
have voted for it. There is no lie in 1t.

Shri HEMEN DAS.—-Sir, the word is ﬁnparliammtary.

Shri ABDUL MOHIB MAZUMDAR.-Sir, it is a

terminological lie, it is not unparliamentary word. In the.
“context of use it can be unparliameatary. The word itself

is not unparliamentary. Once While Mr. Churchill also, faced

with this objection in the use of the word ‘lie’. He also changed

it. So, I have also changed it. We have seen, the people .

 of Assam have voted the members to the House Wwith
‘some purpose. Because, all the memberS of the House
are very very young, I would like to draw the attention of all
of them to the Article 275 of the Rules of the House which
says that while the House is sitting, a- member shall not

interrupt any member while speaking by improper €x ression

or noises Or in any other improper manner. ere, on
my. right there are few oldest members, Hon’ble members
have seen it. Here also,..(showing to his left) there are
very very old members in the  HouSe. Because, senior
members have greater responsibility. What they do others
will follow. Sir, what I was submitting to the House on
the Assam Accord, it has brought abouta new qualitative

change in the entire Northeastern region, and option wag

given by the people of the State, to the Hon’ble members.
The people have given their verdict for implementation of
the Accord. They have given the verdict in i:ayour of the
youngest members and have changed the political quality,
“in favour of the hopest members. I say them honest,
because, many of thém have mever visited the  Gallery,
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some of them even have mnot seen the House and its
proceedings. All of them are students and student leaders
here is no chance for them to be corrupt, to be misled,
In them, we have some virgin babies before us Some of them
ave moustus and some have not, I donot know how our
other old friends have looked to many of our young friends.
ecause they are so young some of them are very hand
some also. The question 1is the people have given their
unqualified support for giving them the reign of power. .
In the coming years many of us will be out because of
age. Some of us may not bs in the next House Many
of the young members of this House will have a span
of 4 5 and even 10 ferms. Many of them gare at the
age of 25 years. Now, whatever 1s said here to-day by
our oldest friends,  they will follow it for tomorrow.
Whatever is said here by our friends it will be a guidance
for them in the future, for the future generation of the
State, of India and for the world. Because, Sir, many
of us are student of history. We had the history before
Us of many countries of the world. We had Williem Pitt
who became Prime Minister at the age of 18. So taking
over of the ° entire power  sweeping over the oldest

- vanguards in such a way 1s very rare. All the senior-most

politicians have been diSCarde_d. Something fantastic has
happened. History does not give an example where the
entire set of experienced, learned old lesders and politicians
Who have sacrificed a lot, gone to the jails during the.
Independence movement have been rejected for the young
people, who are absolutely young, without eXperience,
Now I want to ask a basic question. 'Why it was done
s0. Why it was done by the people of the country. The
people of the country judge the leaders. The people are
the judge. The Indian electorates are supposed to be the
best electorates, because they know  what to do with
political  parties. S0 the  people of Assam
have optioned for the young generation by discarding the
olds. They have optioned for honesty against dilution, They
have given option In  favour of efficiency against’
dilatoriness. Sc, I am telling you not only the
people of India, but the -people of the world will
observe keenly what we do here. They will be looking it
eagerly as an  experiment what we do here in Assam
That is why I want to  draw the attention of the
Hon’ble members to the two' rules of the House. If you
make the House a real place of example it .will serve as
an example to others and also will benefit you. We will
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be out after some years. 1_speak again.to you with

honesty, because, I-was the Minister for Pajliamentary
© Affairs.  Attention will have to be given to. these two

Rules. Now, Sir, I would like to say about quoting one -

thing. 1 have seen, because, this is a part of the game,
In West Bengal Assembly there 1§ 100% time more
disturbances  than here. But. the question is that they

maintain 2 decorum in the Housc., Mr. “Voltare says, I

~donot agree with a  word of what you say, but I will
give my life for the right to-say’. This is the basic thing
to be followed. Follow our exampie, do not make us your
example. - ’ ) . o T

Now, Sir, let me come to the amendments to the
Motion of . Thanks- moved by hon’ble member Shri Joy
- Nath Sarma by my friends in- UMF. It says, -let me put
it v seriatim :— . _ ‘ :

(1) Inthe Governor’s Address the actual state. of -

affairs and its’ population pattern has not bheen fully and
properly reflected. ._ . : -

(@ the Goyernor's address is self Contradiciory; .

- (3) that. Governor’s address is fully silent about the

problems of the minorities and about the formations of
an Assam’ Minorities Development Board which he him-
- self stated in his address. in: the floor: of the house on
March .6, 1985. S .

- (4). On 10th January, 1986 in pa e No. 2 of the
address of the Governor’s Statement. “The jaw and order
situation remained well under control despitc various pre-
ssures 4nd forces Causing tension.” - :

(5) Ther¢ was no mention in the Governor's address
that uptill 13th December, the: voter lists could not be
supplied to the candidates and that nearly a million of
of Indian citizens name was - deliberately excluded from
the voters lists of 1985, The Governor also *did not lake
cognizence of the fact thatthose Indian citizens who pre—
ferred appeal for non-inclusion/deletion of their names in
the final eleCtora] roll as e]ectjon was declared. hastily
when electoral rol! was not at ‘all availabie for the public.
. Governor also did not take note of the fact that large

scale  unprecedental rigeing  both in . polling and

counting took place in coliaboration with a section of high
Government officials. .

o
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(6) There was no mention of introducing auy - bill
in the Assembly in the Governor’s address but on 10th
January 1986 Assam Repealing B8ili, 1986 has beer intro-
duced, thereby the Government has ignored all the con—
- ventions of the House regrading introduction of any new
BilL : '

(7) When implementing the A sam Accord, the Gov-
. ernor stated that there will be speedy implementation of
the Accord. But there is nothing in the minds of minori-
ties—religious, limguistic, ethnic and others, - created by
Assam Accord. ; |

(8) The Governor’s address is lacking about improve
ment of relation in between differcet communities living
in Assam Wwhich has been jeopardised due to signing of
Assam Accord without consulting with concerned commu-
nities living in Assam for years together.

(9) The Governor's address is contradictory in many
points relaitlg o the development and progress of Assim
while comparing his 1985 and 1986 address side by side.

(10) The Governor has stated nothing about the con-
striction of Jogighova and Bhomraguri Brahmaputra Bridge.

Therefore, I say that these amendments moved by
UME are one sided. Moreover, the Governor’s address
has not been drafted properly. It lacks  in mentioning
many ijmportant issu€s Concerning the State. [ think, it
has been drafted by a old man who failed to depict the
correct image of the state of affairs of the State, Now, -
Sir, as regards Assam Accord it was said that some
section of the-population Was not taken into: confidence
before reaching an agreement with the AASU. In fact
that was the allegation. I have noted it down.  The
minority l€aders had attended 22 officia] meetings.  But
the allegation was brought to the House that before the -
Assam Accord was signed, only A.S.S. U, and A.A. G.
S. P. organisations were consulted and not the minorities.
That was . the allegation made before the public alsn. "
They had attended 22 official meetings before the Accord
was signed. I would say, the minority groups, Whether
they belonged to C.R.P.C. or Congress or Zaniatul
Ulema-I-Hind or any other such parties o groups. SO
where is the question of bypassing the minorities. I say

that minorities were consulted and their views were taken
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into ‘consideration. Perhaps they thought that they had
Jost in the bargain Wwhen the Accord was signed. Now

what I am saying is that the Assam Accord as mentioned

. in the. Governor’s address is a reality and should be
- implemented ‘and thére should not bé any sort of clan-
~ destine negotiations behind and if any person or. persons
.want to-do so, we will protest. Sir, Assam Accord will
be implemiented and if during theimplementation if any
injustice 1s attempted to be done ¢r done to anybody we

- will protest, everybody will protest. ~ EBut if ~somebody
wants to dilute the Assam Accord or change it or begins
to carry on some clandestine negotiation, that would be

a betraying of the trust reposed on us all by the peopls

. of Assam and it would ge -~ detrimental or go against
the interest -of the minorities. -In fact the whole question

is whether we. should. bring. the long agitation over forer
gners issue to ah end. Sir, long v years agitation was
there in the State. Students were. fighting for a cause of
Assam Government of India tried all methods. All methods
available to the politicians were also cperated;. everything

. was_tried, but everything failed so to say. When it was
“--found that such a movement having mass base could not be
solved by any other means, then it was thought, Pparti-
cularly when Shri Rajiv Gandhiji came to power, that.
.these long standing movement of Assam must not be

-allowed to prolong any longer andthey should'be ‘solved. - He:
first solved the Punjab problem by singing the Punjub Accord .

-

‘and then the Assam Accord, thus putting an end to the
long agitation. - We will stick -to it, the Assam Accord.
. We. shall abide by every word of it, as our leader afid
Prime Minister, Shri Gandhi, spoke about it. People have
reposed trust in him and he had to take all- suggestions
and all'demands into consideraiion. Views of minorities
were taken into consideration, - views of the movement
groups were also considered, and views of all ‘political

parties were considered and the views of the minorities viz. -
- nobody Who came to Assam before 25'h March, 1971 will
be sent out of Assam. That was also the decision of all

the political parties. All those find place in the Accord.
This view of the minorities was accepted and everybody
who came before 25th March 197t will remain in Assam

without voting right hcwever. Somebody questioned, how .

could they be citizens without voting rights ? Why not,
there are many persons who have no voting rights 1n any

£
. 7
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country. ‘What 1s the present position in India ? There
" are 36 crores of [eople in India who are below 21 years
of age, and they are not voters, but they are citizens
and they enjoy all the other rights. Lakhs and lakhs of.
people are deprived of voting rights. That matters. very .,
little, What is the percentage of vote cast generally in
an election ? It is ‘less. Of course this time there wasa -
large percentage of voters: turned. out’ That was because
‘of certain ‘issue, not the general phenomanon in election.
There was also a question raised about rigging in election.

I have been practising- in High Court and other Courts’
but never I have come across any election petition com-
_ plaining of rigging. Sir, rigging is a phenomenon Observed
" when -a party gets . overwhelming rsupport of majority
.voters. - I ain trying to explain sir, because that has been
- rajsed because rigging has been made an issue. As Isaid
I have been practising as an advocate for more. than 21..
years, and I have never Come across any DPetition: about .
rigging in .a "election case. When a -party enjoys the public
_support overwhelmingly, in the last election as it appeared
the A.G.P. had that kind of -support, other par_ties -are
cornered and become jealous and complaind of rigging in
elections. - Sir, this has happened and this is what has -
happened ' this time ; I would say these .are matters not
~unccmmoen.  There «1e oiher serious matter, sir, to be -
. taken note of. With overwhelming support they have come
"to power. Mass.people have reposed great trust in them, -
great responsibility has. come upon.the new . Government.
Since thereis a néw party born after the Assam Accord.
they have an additional burden to implement thé Accor d,
Now there were complaints there-were. police  excess. If -
that be so, you will definitely deal with it while imple-
menting ‘the Accord ‘in respect of identifying and depor--
ting foreigners. If that is not dome, You will be failing
in' your duty and trust reposed on you. That would not
behove of a party or a Government a responsible Gov-
ernment. 1 have met some elderly ladies and .asked them
what they expected of the new. Government. They have . - -
said they have got faith, full faith that they would do.
what is just and proper. ~So you see it is a question of .
faith. But you 2are to. carry that faith, and do not tur-
nish this faith reposed in you. -~ I believe in the Home
Minjster’s statement that came outin the newspapers thit
some anti-social elements are taking advantage of the new
situation. I appreciate this: It~ has happéned. in the past,

-
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- in the name of communal riots, some decCoits some
smugglars and such other anti-social elementS carry on theil -
misdeeds and take advantage- of the prevailing sitnation

Ultimately the blames come over to the party, the poli-
tical party in power. I humbly appeal to the Hon’ble
. Chief Minister, the Home Minister and every member of

his Council of Ministers and every member of the Assam -

Gana Parishad that will take utmost care and precaution
to curb such anti-social activities so that these may not
tarnish the good image they have built up. It is no use
" blaming ~ other political parties, what have done, what

Congress I have doné or what were the circumstances

necessitating such steps, but let us not follow any example.

Let us set new example. - We have faith. that the great’

responsibility have come upon the shoulders of the young
generation, young Ministers, they will -discharge them
faithfully- and set new example. As praised by Shri Golok
- Rajbanshi, our leader of the. Assembly Party here, he has
 been at Nagzira, there mother and daughter were murdered
by somebody, daughter was an M.-A. student, and the
old mother have been slaughtered. Both of thém were

native of Assam, they were -not foreigners, but they have |

been slaughtered no mather who had done ijt. . I am sure
that our Hon’ble Home Minister and Chief Minister will

seriously look into this. In this regard, the party in ‘

. power has a great responsibility. It is the real trial of
the Government It has the power, .and ‘if the power
" corrupt itself, the result is disastrous. We have . seen the

example of tho party being under ‘less Control - of the.

Government, This is not desirable. I would hope .that
good sense will' prevail and in_ future everybody will be
cautious about it. Otherwise, this will farnish the very

image of the party’ and - the .Government itself.- It "is-

learnt that somebody attacked the house of Shri Devananda

Kunwar, an Advocate and our ,partyman at Guwahati.

It may 'be that some of our own party meén Wwere in-
volved in it. I do -not make any definite pronouncement.
It may also be a sabotage. After all, we do not support

all .these things. This will create all kinds of -bitterness.

So, you should be very cautious. ‘Again, I appeal to the
~ Home Minister as well as the Chief Minister to ~ take a
drastic action with ‘independent administrative approach.

I would like to mention a few ,thingé that liai'e beexi

said in the Governof’s addiessy, As I have said Sir,

Governor's addross falls short of ome iy It is ' the

o
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address Apreparf.:d by the present Government and it
reflects -the policy of the Government. Here, the Govern-

ment policies have not been fully focussed. They should
have said more. It is the point regarding Merapani in.
cident. The Governor’s address states “It. is the endeavour

of the Government to maintain most cordial relations -

. with the neighbouring States. State Government trusts that -
. the unfortunate incident at Merapani on Assam-Nagaland

Border in the first week of June, 1985 involving loss of
human lives and properties was an isolated one and all -
the differences in this regard will be sorted out amjcably.”

A,It 'does not convey our feelings. Sir, this is not an

 isolated " incident. Taking advantage of "the new Govern-

ment and the freshness of the youth, this has been stated
in .the Governor’s address in the incident of Merapani -
as an isolated one. Such incidents took place earlier also.
So, this is a shortfall of the Governor’s address, and the
Government should therefore, look into this very seriously.
There is one Supreme Court Judge who is going into
the matter. The matter is Serious and we cannot take it
lightly. ) ‘ -

The ‘next point -is about Jail system. It is stated in
in the Governor’s Address that “the Government is very -
keen to modernise the Jail system and to reform - and

- Iehabilitate the prisoners. In the cate of Guwahati  Jail,

the modernisation could not be effected due to the fact
that the non-plen expenditure in this regard was not
allowed. It is now impossible to ‘get any money. Earlier,

the laying of foundation was done without making any
further improvement, let _alone the arrangement for modern
facilities for the Jail which acquired 420 bighas of land. -

. Another matter I would like to speak on is that
the Government intends to pursue vigorously the integrated
development of the Char Areas. A socioeconomic as well
as revenue survey of the Char areas will be taken up.
Development of other backward areas will also be upder-
taken in an integrated ‘mapner. Now, Sir, the entire
revenue Systém. in Assam needs to be re-examined.. In
Assam already we ha_ve two system of revenue admini-'
stration. Prior to independence, Permanent settlement
System was in vogue in the districts of . Goalpara ~ and
Syl )t whiereas, ;th? tem, 01'3.1')’ land settlement was in force
in the Brahnfaputra Valley and the whole. of Cachar
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District except. Karimganj. Now since rthe Government

" have indicated to undertake survey in Char areas, -there .

-will ultimately be a permanent settlement in the char areas,

1 will appeal .to the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and . the -

present Government to re-examine the entire land revenue
system -and put an end to the disputes 'in regard to
Jand in char areas. The Governor’s taddress falls short
of the aspiration of the people in char areas.

. About the creation of new districts and subdivisions
1 want to say a few words, Sir; a_lot -of " criticisms were
made about tte statement on the Kohli Commission = re
port which ~was set up in 1974. During the Janata
Government it was given a shape and' the matter was
~ concretised. We are not to assume a name. WwWe wanted.
to go near the people and thought it would be better if we
. creatg a few districts and: subdivisions. There is nothing
" wrong in it: We want to be popular and therefore it is
~ not bad. If. we want to be popular can anybody prevent
" us from trying to.be popular? A desire to be popular is
always there. Sir, in the list of the subdivisions which

were to be made districts, the name of - Hailakandi = my - .

. own place was ignored inspite of -my having been in the
Cabinet. Hailakandi has now ‘sent a_Minister to the
Council formed by A.G. P. Therefore, Sir, I would implore
upon the Government to make Hailakandi a district. in
the next opportune moment. ' , i S

e ..

ing peint. There is a point raised about the Legal Aid

Board. The Honourable Law Min-ster is there Who is a very

experienced lawyer. The other day I 'met him, and in
- profound love we embraced each” other. This has got a
newspaper Coverage: I-have seen it in someé neWwspaper.
After all, we worked together and- there is no surprise in

it, A feeling was there as if a A. G. P. Minister cannot .

embrace a Congressman. Sir, we refuse ‘to accept this,
We shall embrace each other whenever we get an oppor-
tunjty. But this embrance will never be Afzal Khan’s
.embrance as he embraced Shivaji. Formerly there was a

State Legal Aid Board. When the last Chief Justice'came

he also agreed with it but unfortunately the Beard has
not been doing anything. I ‘would suggest that the Chief
Justice should be the Presidént of the Board and the
Minister, Law should be Vice-President. I hope there is

4

Now Sir, I would like to make a very very interest- -
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wide scope to work under this Boar of hen Mr. Bhagbatia
is the Chief Justice at Delhi. A lo tmd things can be
done to eliminate suffering of the people by way of
giving legal ald to them. :

The next point is, the governor in his Address at
page 6, paragraph under ‘Agricultural Development’, stated
that ‘The priority area will be on increasing production
and productivity of rice as a special programme. Measures
will be taken to increase fertiliser consumption............”.
There is one phenomenon Wwhich is very distressing. If
we go to purchase a tooth paste, a tooth brush or' a cream or
a similar item we get horrified by the price of those articles
as these things are brought to Assam from outside. Now,
if a grower who grows rice or vegetables want to purchase
the above articles he is incapable of acquiring these due’
to high prices. Therefore, T would request the Agriculture
Minister to look into the interest of the growers so that
their crops are protected. It is known.to all of us that
the crop growers are ‘incapable to purchase cloth and °
and other daily necessities of life. The Government has
expressed its intention to increase the use of fertiliser for
boosting up agriculture in the State, but it should be
also the endevour of Government to see that the pro-
~ducers are not required to sell their products at throw
away prices. I hope Government will examine this matter,

Yesterday a. point was raised about the appointment
of BDOs under Rule 3)1. I am not holding a brief for
them. It is well done that 58 BDOs were discharged.
Byt by 3lst March the Financial Year will be over. At
this- time of the year there is chaos prevailing in the
districts for want of execution of works. If it is consider-
ed that these appointment were politically motivated and
therefore need not be regularised, I think the Govern-
ment has the right to take action. Now, the point is
one may say that even the action taken by the present
Government is politically motivated. I am only submitting
before the House that the removal of BDOs may be
said to be touching the fringe of political motivation.
Secondly, the pace of development which are set should
nf)t be disturbed. The BDOs are in-charge of particular
blocks

(Interruptions)
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Now 1 would .appeal to thé - Go'ernment to make .

- immediate -arrangements because ] know in’ many blocks
.1 have gone and seen, there the entife -thing is in chaos

. in stalemate, S L e 4

(The -bell rang) :
- Sir, I -will need one more minute. Sir, I am_ ap peal
~ing, 1 am’ consuming my party’s time. NMow, Sir, it-should’ 3
" be seen that the development werk is nct disturbed. And - e
- lastly, Sir.- 1 am saying about one thing, about. the -
- Education "Department. Now, Sir, we have seen the Edu’
_ cation. Minister .is not here-during discussion on Gover
. nor’s ‘adcress all the Ministers should be present—why
corruption has. crept in. So -msny people,” unemployed
‘people have started venture schools for L. P, M..E. or '
M. V. and 1 would imploré upon the Government to-find %
out a way to take over all the venture schools and put
an end .to this industry of ctaifing new schocls Because Co
school making has also become an -industry, and that is .
why the services are sold and corruption. is there, All '
the existing venture schools whesther L. P, M. E.orM.V. .. - .
and there are: only few schools left I am tcld, in' Haila- RN
kandi only 11 schools are-left—I would appeal to “the :
Education Minister to take over all the schools and -put
an éend .to.'this business and in future no  school should
. be ‘started  without Education Department’s permission.
Sir, about the power, which came under grilling yesterday .
and I was the Minister, thé Minister, . Power- When he-'.
goes through ‘the files -he will find that we have a project AT
'in ‘Bongaigaon. In that project’ Assam was made a guinea  ° -
pig by the Government of India, by BHEL. T raised this
- point specifically befote’ the’ Government of 'India. So far
~as Chandrapur- is .concerted there ‘was an -attempt to sell .
. away Chandrapur .t0 a firm in South Indii because the S
. price.of oll here'is very high. I admit my failaore im . -~ o
respect. of concessional price for -oil from th: Governm eént T
.of India. Inspite of several attempts concessional price e
has not been given to oil. Similar is the case with gas. | LI
It is our gas, the gas is burnt ‘away but we ask for B
the gas for our electric unit they say give us .the full
price. SO these are matters which will have to be takep
up Wwith. the Government of India because there Wwas

several attempts by.the previous Governments but the 7 O
matters have been sidé tracked. So the Hon’ble Minister - .\.e"
will have to" take it up and give a stiff fight. Sir I am

grateful to you and members of - the House for having
given mc¢ the ogponunity to= take part if.l this debate
on the Governor's address. . . . .

e e e i A -
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. * Shri AMINUL ISLAM.—Hon’blé Mr, Speaker, Sit’
T would like to refer to page No. 3, Para No. 7 of the .
boolket suplied to all Hon’ble members ©= of this ~august
House, containing. - Hon’ble Governor’s-address, where it -
is mentioned that steps will be taken by the Government for
sealing the border effectively. Such type of assurances have been
heard since the starting of Assam movement some  -gix . years
back, but no effective and positive steps have' sc far been
taken by the Central and State Governmentsin the past.

" - Tt is still n.t clear what type of measures the Govern-

ment is thinking about.. My constitueucy . is very much
adjacent to the Indo Bangladesh - border, ‘and-there my -
- people are -~ worst “sufferers due tfo numerous- problems -
- faced by them. .Besides stopping illegal migration, if the
.Government think so, immediate positive steps should the
-‘taken  to. seal. thé  border by strengthening the existing
B. S.- ‘I.  outposts to protect the cultivators™-from the
continuous and unabated >attle - lifting -by 'the ~Bangladésh
“cattle *  lifters. - Cattle lifting Is a2 curse,-not a simple .-
problem, started - since 1962 and though the people in
general’ and -the ' agriculturists in particulars urge upon
the Government, both Central and State, to save . them
from the  onslaught ‘of. the - international cattle -lifters,
nothing positive have so far been taken for decades together,
. Thousands of cattle heads:are being lifted- each year and
‘most of* the - incidents - are not recorded -in the .police
".stations -as because’ the. frustrated ' victims found police to
"be. helpless in this - regard. Only B. S. Fcould help in - -
‘getting back a small number ‘of cattle out of thousands
lifted in the past. This is still continuing without a break.
“Therefore, I put forward the humble suggestions out of
my experience. for the active consideration and positive
- steps of this - Government .to - stop, check or mininize
the cattle lifting :— - - : : AR

(i) Strengthening the existing BSF OUtﬁost ;'
be useéd- as- sentry ‘posts at a avstance of 200 metre- . '
(iii) N_umbet" of watch towers to be finéfea‘Sed,. $0 °
~ay- 10 make one watch towkr visible from another:
., * Sneech not ‘v(;o'l'rECte:d N

\ - c.
N s »
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) (iv) Electric lines to be constructed all along the
border and each electric pole should have high — power
* bulbs .to make the border lines visible during night time

by the sentries on duty..

(v) All the border oiltpqsfs and  sentry posts to

" be ‘connected by the black topped roads, so as to - make

the B. S. F. patrols. to move swiftly either on foot or

on vehicles. - :

(vi) There should be permanent B. S. F. outposts
having good housing facilities and concrete  bunkers. In
this regard, the police can play a' vital role in -checking

influx if any and also can be used as second line of defence -

against continuous cattle’ lIfting, burglery and all other
illegal and unlawful activities by envigorating their doomed

morale. I have personal experience regarding the plight . of

the law keepers pdsted on the border as well as in the

interior places of -my constituency where they have. been -

compelled to live in inhuman condition. They are generally
housed in broken thatch houses or under tin.sheds. They

are not even provided with basic living facilities. Though ‘l

the responsibility of the police immense specially in border
- constituency like Mankachar, yet their basic human rights

were being deliberately ignored. Therefore. for the security
of the country and for the sake of the maintenance of
law and order, specially in a  bordering constituency
like Mankachar, I would like to put forward some
more suggestions for the active consideration and positive
stelti)s of  the.present Government. Suggestions regarding
police ;~— : ‘ .

(i) P‘ermanvent buildings - must be _constructed for the

police watch posts having residentail facilities.

. (ii) The present strength of police personnel must

be increased and- to provide the with automatic weapons,

(iii All, the watch posts are to be connected with
wireless notwork with the main police stations and they
are to be provided with swift moving vehicles.

P N e N : . .
- (iv), ;All ;the-watch posts are to be connected with
black topped roads with the main road. . '

(v) Their children éir’el to be pf‘o;icfié:c_l with eduqa- '

#ianal facilitiee. o

R
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(Vi) ‘The number of existing main police stations as well
as the number of existing watch posts are to be increased.”

: (Vii) All the watch pOsts are to be connected with
telephone facilities. L ‘ '
8- C

(viii Moré watch posts are to be opened in . the

interior places, where anti-socials’ -desire is the law.

(ix) The police' force is to be adequatély trained

. and educated for keeping good public relations so = as

to allow the people to feel that they are the protectors

" of law and friends of the law abiding people and not

tormentors.

- Hon’ble Speaker, Sir, I would like to refer to page
No, 5para No. 18 of the Governor’s address under the
caption” Strengthening of District Administration™. I would

‘like to cite an example in. this respect thata Subdivision

was created under the name of South Salmara-Mankachar
civil Sub division at Hatsinghimari some two years back
and a lot of .money has been spent, but to our utter
surprise the Subdivision is not yet functioning as ~ per
expectations of the people. I hope the new Government
headed by Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri P. K. Mahanta
would be kind enough to provide adequate funds'for the
early constraction of required infrastructure in respect -
of the newly created Subdivision. - : :

. - Hon’ble Speaker, Sir, this Subdivision was create& .'

with the intention to bring the administration closer to
the people -As per desire and expectation of the people
living on the south bank of  the giant- river
Brahmaputra, ‘the. Sub. division ' was created at a place
known as Hatsinghimari Revenue village and for which

‘purpose, hundreds of bighas of land have been acquired

the Government of Assam. A good number of buildings

‘bave alpeady been  constructed and more buildings are
.coming up. The dream of the past has become a reality

of,.the present. Lakhs. of people have endorsed the creation

of “a_civil, Subdivision_at. Hatsinghimari and jt will stay

there .for all titiie to Come. But Mr. Speaker, Sir as the

_page.of - construction work is rather slow, I would like to |

w, the.. “aftention. of the .Hon’ble Chief Minister to
nrovf%:;%faqna..tﬁ-.f.‘.h.lds 80 that the entire construction, work.
n planne manper is c()mprete'dl Within the stipulated time.

<
E L R NN
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There must be  time ‘bound  programme for each and
- every developmental programme and responsibility should be
fixed on the authority concerned.

Hon’ble Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would now like to

refer to page No- 5 para No. 17 of the Governor’s

address  under the cap.jon” Development of Char and .
Backward ‘Areas’”. 1 heartily congratulate the present

Government for its intention to pursue vigorously the
integrated de\(elopi_nentlotj the char areas. It 1s probably
for the first time in the history of Assam that a government

really intends to work. No. government in the past ever -
tried to survey the land of the.char areas. This survey
if really as conducted in a proper mannner, the Govern--

ment and the people of Assam will really knowo the socio-
economic condition of the people living in chars and ‘the

hagards they face. I hope once the survey is conducted

and setilement is given a very big amount as revenue
collection will be deposited in the State exchquer.  The

people will also- know the contribution made to the:
economic development of the State by the people  living’
in chars by  producing agricultural commodities. The
people of Assam will be able to know how the they live -
on their own, without having a road, medical facilities, -
educational facilities and without all the amenities of the -

modera life.

Hon’ble Mr, Speaker, Sir, I would now. like to refer~

to page 4 para No. 15 under the caption “Welfare of
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other Backward

Classes”. My constituency, Mankachar is haying all- the .

three classes of people  where I shall refer specially to
the Scheduled Caste people. My mind’s eye still reflects
my school days. I used to Pay occasional visits to those
villages to meet and play with my class mates. In those
days I found eachand every Scheduled caste families - in

firm economic footing. They are mostly fishermen. In those
days my cnstituency had three big rivers, numerous beéls,-
nalas, streams etc. They could catch as much fish as they’
require and sold them fresh or dried at a later period.’
As time passes o1 new embankments Came u for “the’
protection: of flood, the currents were diverted by con-

structing boulder spars, the rivers, beels, nalas and streams

dried up. As a consequence, those fishermen beloqgin_g to’
Scheduled Caste families found no other alterpative 'to.
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earn their livelihood. Though their inierests are constitu-
tion ally protected, but no government, no oOrganisation
could save them from the curse of poverty.

In the name of Scheduled Caste Development Boards .
in the name of Scheduled Caste grants, in the name. of
Scheduled Caste reservations some corrupt politicians, some
corrupt officials and members and some cunning blood
sucker Scheduled Caste leaders have compelled them to
lead an undignified life :

(1) Who have stoler their grants ? (2) Where is their
education ? (3) Where is their housing facilities ? (4) Wher¢
is their medical facilities? (5) Where is their alternative
earning facilities? (6) Why the mortality * rate amongse
them is so high ? (7) Why so many widows in a singlS
family ? (8) Why some of my Scheduled Caste ' motherr
and sisters have taken the profession of prostitution fo-
earning their livelihood for saving their children from
imminent death out of hunger ? (9) Why have they taken
_ the profession of selling country made wine? (10) Why
“their villages have become the den. of anti-socials ?

- I hope and I believe that the present government
headed by Shri Prafulla. Kumar Mahanta will not hesitate
to take immediate appropriate actions to save this innocent,
once hardworking community. from the clutches of dragons
who are solely responsible for their degradation and
inhuman suffering.

Hon'ble Mr. Speaker, Sir, I ‘have around 30 Sche-

duled Tribes villages: Their fate is also at stake. The

- tribal belt was left out of all developmental works since
the day of independence.

~ (1) There is not a single good road in the entire
belt, (2) Educational facilities ate not adequate, (3) There
i~ is not  a single dispensary not to speak of hospital in the

. -entire bolt, {#) No irrigation facilities available.

I humbly urge upon the present government to take some
solid steps to bring about all round development in the entire

‘tribal belt area. With these few ObseIVatiOI]s I COﬁclude my

~speech. Thank you, sir. _
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.I‘Iow, the House stands adjourned till 10 A. M. on
Wednesday the 29th January, 1986.
ADJOURNMENT

The House then rose and stood adjourned till 10 A. M.
on Wednesday, the 29th January, 1986.

Dispur :- Dr. P. N. HAZARIKA,
The 22nd January, 1986. Secretary,

Assam Legislative Assembly.
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