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Proceedmgs of the Tlnrd Sessxon of’ the Assam
Legislative Assembly assembled after the Seventh
General Elections undeér Sovereign Democratic”
Republican Constitution of India.

The House met in ‘the Assembly Chamber Dlspur,
Gduhau on Tuesday the 14th Septembér, 1983 with the
"Hon.  Deputy Speaker" in" the Chéir, 17 (Seventeen )
Ministers, 6 ( Six ) Ministers of State, 4 ( Four ) Deputy

Ministérs, 1 (One) Parl ament uy Secretary and 66 ( Sixty
six ) Memb«,rs present. .

QUESTIONS

Starred Questions and Answers
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Re : Purchase of T.V. Sets.
Shri He:ﬁeh Dé{'s asked ¢ |
%76, Will the Mmrster Eduéation be pleased to state : —
(a) Whether it is a fact that Govt purchased some T N
sets on the eve of last Asmn Games 2
(b) If 50, the nurnber of such sets purchased and the
: expendxture mcurred for the same ?

()  To __wl}om Fhese sets were glven ?

Shri Mukut Sarma ( Mimster, Education ) replied :

76. (a) Yes, purchase of T.V, sete was made keeping in
view the utilisation of the sets by the Technlcal Ins.
titution for creation of the Audiovisual cel] in Technj.
cal Instltutions :

(b) 30 sets_ were pulchased at a total expenditure of Rs
2,94, 472 50 p.

(¢) The sets have been allotted to various Technical Inst;j.
tutions in -the State. The list of Institutions is placeq
on the.Tqble of the House,



1983 Questions S

&rgtqA AT qATivd, T2 AW GFILAT Sy AT Sifere
1273 | he

Egs A (@ )— AT A R wrend w2 dffs i)
fastfaral | =

Assam Engineering College, Gauhati 4
Nos, Jorhat Engineering College, Jorhat 4 Nos,
P.O.W:. Institution, Jorhat = 3 nos., Assam Engi-
neering Institute, Gauhati-3 nos, Assam Text:le Institute,
Gauhati-2 nos, Girls’ Polytechnic, Gauhati-2 nos,
Nowgong Polytechnic, Nowgong-3 nos, Dibrugarh Poly-
technic, Dibrugarh-3 nos., Silchar Polytechnic, Silchar-3
nos., Junior Technical School, Golaghat-1 nos., Junior
Technical School, Goalpara-1 nos., Junior Technical
School, Sibsagar-1 no. Total 30 sets. '
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Re : District Rural Development Agencies,

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari asked ¢
Py b 5 will the Minister Rural Development be pleaseq
to state—

D;strict Rural Development Agencies in a]]

(a) Whether,
f"‘the State have got ﬁnanCia[ aid Programmes

Districts 0
for Schzduled Tribes also ?
If so, whether it is also a fact that, Udalguri Block

within Darrang District has not been granted any Sub-
sidised Loan through UCO Bank since 1979-80 to sche-

duled Tribes of the area ?

Whether the Governing Body of DRDA Darrang,
Tezpur decided on 28.6.83 to clear 168 pending loan
gh UCO Bank, Udalguri, by organi-

(b)

©

applications throu
sing Credit Camp on 6.7.837

(d) If so, whether this credit Camp was conducted and

L]

if not why ?

Y
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Shri Raghunath Pamegam ( Minister, Rural Development )

(b)

replied :

78. (a) Yes.
1979-80 - Nil
1980-81 — Nil
1981-82—-33
1982-83—81
1983-84 —
(up to 31.8.83) 88.
Yes.

(©)
(d)

It could not be conducted as the Field Officer of
the UCO Bank did not turn up nor made the Pending
Loan applications available to any one else;

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari—Sir, is the Minister aware

Shri Raghunath Pamegam ( Minister,

that this Field Officer ran away after getting this de-
cision from the Governing Body because he did not get
any share from the applicants out of the loan appli=
cations and also the B.D.O. did not get  any share ¢
Is the Minister aware of it ?
. Rural Development )—
No, Sir, my information is a bit different; My in.

formation is that the Bank Officer who was op depu
tation from the Agriculture Department got \order for

reversion from his parent Department and accordingly

left the Bank to join his parent department. It is

also a regular feature and the cancellation of credit
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10
came only due to peculiar circumstances.

Shri Binoy Basumatari— What were the peculiar cir—
cumstances ?

Shri Raghunath Pamegam ( Minister, Rural Development )—__

This Officer, as I have already mentioned, has beery
reverted to his parent deparment for which he haqg

to leave hurriedly:

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari — Mr. Speaker Sir, the Hon’ble
Minister has given an information to us which is
contradictory to the actual happenings. The main
reason was that the Block Development Officer ang

the Field Officer, they jointly connived with to withholg

payment to the applicants; Is the Hon’ble Ministe -
going tO look into the matfer.

Shri Raghunath
gir, defirintely I will look into the matter.

Pamegam ( Minister, Rural Development }—_

Re : Cadre Management Secretary.,

Shri Joynal Abedin asked :

£ 79. will the Minister Co-operation be pleased to state—
(a) The number of Cadre Management Secretaries ag
present in the State of Assam.

) Is it a fact that monthly salary of the aforesaid Secre.

(b ‘
taries has been fixed at a Iump sum of Rs, 300/—

only ?
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{c) If so, whether ther is any proposal with the Govt, to
increase their monthly salary or for prov1n<:1a11sat10n
of their services by the Govt. in the line of other
State Govt. employees.

Shri Tilok Gogoi ( Minister, Co-operation etc. ) replied :
79. (a) There are 574 Cadre Management Secretaries in
the State at present.

{b) No, the Cadre Secretaries are given pay in the follo-
wing scale in addition to other allowances,

i. For gradute Secretaries Rs. 300-575/- p.m. |

ii, For under Graduate Secretaries Rs.'250-500/- p.m.

(c) As regards improvement of the existing scale of pay
of the cadre Secretaries and their service condition,
the matter is under examination of the Deptt.

Shri Rookmini Kanta Roye-—Mr. Speaker Sir, I want to
know from the Hon’ble Minister whether the matric-
.culate Secretaries are getting at the rate of Rs. 300/-
only. ‘

Shri Tilok Gogoi ( Minister, Co-operation)—Sir, Rs. 300-
575/- p.m: and Rs. 250-500/- p.m. for graduate secré-
taries, respectively have been prescribed.

Shri Rookmini Kanta Roye—Sir, how many graduate and
under graduate secretaries are there ¢

Shri Tilok Gogoi ( Minister, Cooperation etc )—Sir, I »have
no figure with me now., I shall submit the list later.
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Shri Rookmini Kanta Roye—Mr. Speaker Sir, will the
Hon’ble Minister. let us know whether there is any
difference in the functioning and responsibilities of
the graduate and under graduate secretaries.

Shri Tilok Gogoi ( Minister, Cooperation etc. )—Sir, fun-
ctions and responsibilities are the same.

Shri Md, Umaruddin —Mr. Speaker Sir, I want to know
from the Hon’ble Minister whether this cadre manage-
ment Secretaries are at the administrative control ©f
the District Deputy Registrars,

Shri Tilok Gogoi—Minister, Cooperation etc. )—Sir, the¥
are at the administrative control of the Deputy R€
gistrars who is also Chief Executive Officer, of the cadr®

management Society.
Shri Md. Umaruddin—Sir, whether District Deputy Re

gistrar can transfer him.

Shri Tilok Gogoi ( Minister, Cooperation etc. )—— The DepUty
Co-op Register, who is the chief Executive after, can

transfer him.
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Shri Md. Umaruddin—May I know how many of the new
quarters have been occupied by the village level wor~
kers ( VLW ) in Goalpara Subdivision ¢
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Re ¢ Dismissal of workers of Jagadamba T.E.

Shri Hemen Das asked :

« 84. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state ?
(a) What is the reason for dismissal of the following
workers of Jagadamba T.E.in Nowgong District. ?

(1) Smti Lilmoni Tanti,

(2) » Bhaigo Tanti,
(3) 7 Patalbati Tanti,
(4) 7 Dayamoni Ghatowal,

(5) » Mariam Chouhan and seventeen others.
Srhri Rameswar Dhanowar ( Minister, Labour ) replied ¢

84, (a) The reason for dismissal of (1) Smti Lilmoni
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Tanti, (2) Smti. Bhaigo Tanti, (3) Smti Patalbati
Tanti, (4) Smti Dayamoni Ghatowal, (5) Smti Mariam
Chcul'.a11 ard sevinteen cthers of Jagacamba T.E. is that
they participated in a gheréo and wrongfully confined the
Manager in the office on 23-10-82 for about 7 (séven)
hours from 3.00 P.M. to 1000 PM. :(I.S.T). The
manager was also abused by ca]Ian names.
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Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari—Sir, our demand is specific,
whether Government will institute an enquiry and take
steps in the matter y
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Shr1 Benoy Kumar Basumatari-—-Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ rise tq
_support the cut motion tabled by our colleagues Mr.
Das and Mr. Boro. Sir, I donot want to go into
the detalls of this Irrigation Budget but I just wish

to refer to page 23 and 24 where the Tribal Sub

Plan areas allocation is mentioned. Sir, for manage-

ment of Tribal Sub Plan areas sixty five lakhs of

rupees will be paid as salaries; wages— Rs. 1,30.000;

Rs. 15,00,000; ofice expenses Rs. 15,00,

travcl expenses —
1,0,000 and

000 and rents Rs. 5,00,000. Major works only Rs
3,46,00,000; Survey and statistics Rs. 10,00,000;

special assistanc> Rs. 65,00,000; Materials and equipn ent Rs. 10,
00,000; motor vehicles Rs 4.00,000; Write off of losses Rs. 54,00,
000, and suspense and stock Rs 60.00,000. That shows, including

deduction on suspense and other things, the total allocation comes

minor works Rs.

to ng 5,92,00,000. But, Sir, in the last month an Advisory
Couneil for Scheduled Tribes was convened and this
is a huge book, Sir, that has been given to us. Here
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during 1983-84, you have heard about the allocations
now how much land or units will be irrigated out.
of this five crores of rupees this year 2 Minor irrigation
5.08 heatares; major and medium irrigation they wish
to irrigate only 1.48 hectares and the families that
will be benefitted during this year— Minor irrigation
2431 families and major medium irrigation 587 families.
Sir, this is the proposed irrigation work to be done
in relation to the land areas or command areas to be
covered. Now, in this budget supplied by the Tribal
Advisory Council details have been given — flow irri-
gation this year, they propose to spend Rs. 151.50
lakhs; lift irrigation Rs. 166.60 lakhs; tube well Rs. -
80.00 lakhs; C.A.D. other lift irrigation 53.20 lakhs;
tube well Rs. 5.20 lakhs; direction and administration
Rs. 69 lakhs machinery equipment Rs, 23 lakhs; survey
investigation Rs. 23 lakhs and dug well Rs. 5.50 lakbs;
that brings it to total of Rs. 642 lakhs. Now, if we
refer to this book we find a difference of more than
Rs. 1 crore—here it is Rs. 6.42 crores. In the budget
we have Rs. 592 lakhs. Not only that, Sir, the entire
loss of this Department of Rs. 54 lakhs are debited
only to the Tribal Sub Plan fund. Sir, we are Vvery
sorry to record that this is a Department which has
anti-tribal bias or how could the entire loss be cre-
dited to the Tribal Sub Plan. And they have got
Rs. 60 lakhs for suspense stocks. What are the stocks ?
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The stocks are gum boots, turpaulins, desks, chairs

and umbrellas and all those stocks had to be dis-

posed of recently at a reduced price. Sir, in this way

the entire tribal Sub Plan is wasted. Therefore, Sir,

we very much object to this misutilisation of the

Tribal Sub Plan fund and we will appeal to the Mini-
ster in-charge to delete this write off of Rs. 54 lakhs
from this Tribal Sub Plan allocation and in spite of
our opposition if they do it then We will take suitable
measures in this House and outside and see that thig
is not allowed to be used. Before I conclude, Sir, jt
blem of international nature but I do not know

is a pro
: le of the State and the Govt; of

how much the Peop 5
Assam know about it. In the sub-mountain areas in
GHalpara, Kamrap and Darrang districts the water

resources are controlled by Bhutan an in this boun-

_ dary areas, border areas our people g0 to Bhutan to

bring channels of water from the sources in Bhutan.

" As a result of that our people are to make an agree-

ment with the Bhutanese Govt. and pay annual fees
varying from one thousand to fifteen thousand rupees.
Sir, this arrangement is not recognised by the Govt.
of India, But ianspite of that how is it possible that

the Assam Govt. siccumbs to this demand of the
Bhutanese Govt. and how is it that Assam Govt, allows

our people, mostly tribal people, adjoining Bhutan
areas to pay taxes to Bhutany Sir, wé have brought
it to the notice of administration many times but
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even today the Govt; has failed to take up any con-
crete measure to sort this issue. Sir, with these few
words I conclude and move that the cut motion be
accepted and the demand be rejected.

( Mr. Speaker vacated and Mr. Deputy Speake'r
occupied the Chair at 1138 hours )
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Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatari—Sir, Tam not- convinced

by the statement of the hon Minister, Irrigation that
the budgeted loss of Rs. 54 laksh, purpose of which
is, actually, the amount is given as share-capital to
the Minor Irrigation Corpn. Sir, the budgét.iq printed
and the statement gives the impression that it is actu-
lly the share-capital. So, how can we take it that
the amount shown in the budget is not to write off
the loss of Rs. 54 lakhs? How can we acéept that
the real intention of the budget provision i not to
write-off this Rs. 54 lakhs ? He said that it is con-
verted into share capital. Sir this Minor Trrigation
Corporation was started with Rs. 65 lakhs ‘‘obtained
from the Tribal Sub-plan allocation and Sir this Minor
Irrigation Corporation is living on Tribal ‘Sub-Plan
fund but we are not convinced that this. Corporation
is doing anything for the benefit of the tribals. So we
are not convinced that this Rs. 54 lakhs will not be
written off, ‘
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Shri Zahirul Islam ( Minister )—Sir, I have already clari-
fied the position that it was not printed inadvertantly,

‘Mr. Speaker—Whether the hon’ble members are going to
press for the Cut Motion ¢

Shri Heman Das—No,

Mr: Spéaker—( The leave granted and the Cut Motion
is with-drawn )

No I put the Grant before the House ; The
‘motion is that a sum of Rs. 19,92.95,000 be grapteq
.to the Minister in-charge to complete the sup ¢
Rs. 36,08,71,000 necessary 1O defray the charges Whicp
‘will come in course of payment during the year ending
the 31st March, 1984 for the administration of “Irrigati()n,,.

( Motion is passed )

Mr. Speaker—Before I go to the next Grant T would i,
to inform the House that there are large number of
Grants and there are 5 Grants where Cut Motiong are
there also. There are also Grant No. 67 ( Flooq
Control ), Grant No. 61 ( Forests ), Grant No. 18 (Home)
Grant No. 6 (Land Revenue & Land Ceilings ) ang
Grant No. 63 (Industries ). According to our pro-
gramme, we are to complete these Grants today byt
we_ have got only 1 hour in our hand and tomorrow we
will get only 4 hours. We cannot proceed after 5 p.m,
and so we have 4 hours and today we have only one
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hour in our hand and 5 Grants are to be discussed
and passed today. So, I want to know how much
time the hon’ble members are going to take and I
want the sense of the House.

Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatary—We agree to the extension
of the time of the House today.

Mr. Speaker—We must know how much time the Hon.
members require,

Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatary — Upto 7 p.mu i.e., 2 hours:

Shri Keshab Ch. Gogoi ( Minister )—Sir, 1 hour.

Shri Hemen Das—1 hour minus recess.

Mr, Speaker—We have 1 hour now and another 1 hour
ie. 120 minutes. There are 5 Grants ande'oul:d res
quest tbe hon. members to cut short their discussion;
Now we will continue up 6.15 p.m. today.

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatary ( Minister )—Sir, on the
recommendation of the Governor of Assam I beg to
move that a sum of Rs. 15,84,59,000 be granted to
the Minister in-Charge to complete the sum of Rs. 30,
72,65,000, necessary to defray the charges which will
come in course of payment during year ending 31 st
March, 1984 for the administration of “Flood Control”.

Mr. Speaker—There is a Cut Motion to this Grant tabled
by Shri Hemen Das and Shri Purna Boro. If = they
like they can move it,
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Shri Heman Das—Sir I beg to move that the total provision
of Rs, 30,72,65000 under Grant No. 67 in respect of

“Flood - Control”” at pages 1-26 of Volume II, PartX

of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount

of the whole grant of Rs. 30,72,65,000 do stand reduced

by Rs. 100.
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...... (at 4.03 p.m.
- Mr. Chairman Shri

Chair ) - cees
Basit—Mr. Chairman, Sir. I rise to Oppose

y frend from the Opposition

Mr. Speaker vacated the Chgajr
Silvius Condopan occupied the

Shri Bazlul
the cut motion moved by m
Sir, it is well known to every body that Brahmaputra

passes through the State of Assam from top to

river
Sir, previously it was considered a blesssing
=

" bottom:
for the State. But we are to consider whether this

bleséing is still a blessing for the pecple of the State.
From some years past this blessing has become a curse -
to us. Year to year hundreds and thousands of people
are being affected by the devastating floods of Brahma-
: put.ra. The Flood Control Department is no doubt
. trying. to control the floods, but if the floods is con-

tr 1
olled to some extent erosion starts causing serious
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loss to the peopie. Sir, construction of embankment
perhaps has resulted increased -erosion of vast area of
valuable land. To my experience Sir, I have seen
that erosion has started very vigorously after the em-
bankment has been cnaostructed, So Sir, to save the
people from the loss of :valuable land from the resul-
tant loss, we will have to think carefully and embank-
ment should be constructed in such a way that erosion
can be checked. Sir, in my constituency, there is a
very big embankment viz ; Fak;rganj-Kharmu:ia embank-
ment, which is about 55 miles in length, of which
30 miles has been affected by erosion. At any time,
at any place this embankment may breach and thou-
sands of people may be affected, Sir, at Jaleswar,
Purarbhita, Fakirganj, Bauskata, Chaitar Char etc villa-
ges are in a vulnerable point and at any moment
there may be a breach of the embankment near any
places of these villages causing heavy damage to the
property and even human lives. SO Sir, a careful
observation should be made by the department so that
erosion can be stopped. At Fakirganj area the embank-
ment was repaired 5 times causing loss of
thousands of acres of valuable land and making the
cultivators landless. So before we make the emb_ank—
ments we must see that the erosion may not be increased.
The Department is trying to stop it temporarily by
putting porcupine, trees, branches and bamboos  etc:
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but they should find out a way to stop this erosion
permanently; - Because of these temporary measures the
Government is losing heavy amount of money yearly
but the benefit is very small. So permanent measure
of protection of embankment should be taken up imme-
diately. In this connection, T would like to inform the
House that severe type flood started already in Goalpara,
Kokrajhar -aad Dhubri areas. I have received numbers
of telegrams and letters from the people of those areas
where they have mentioned that they have been facing
lot of -troubles as a result of this floods. In this conneg-
tion, I would also like to point out one thing that
while constructing these embankments, the land Com.
pensations are not paid in time. Sometimes it take takeg
more than 10/15 years, [ woull request the Ministerg of
the concerned Deptts to separate the acquired land from
the tongi so that the rent of thé acquired land should
not be paid by the land owner and land compensationg
should also be given to the cultivators timely. I shall
also request the govt to start the work of the
embankmznt earlier so that the work cin be
completed in time. Because of late starting of work
Government have to lose huge sum of money every
years. Sothe work should be started before the rainy
season starts, i.e, from January and it should be com-
pleted within the month of April and not later than

that. The main difficulty of starting the work in time
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is the lack of coordination between the Flood Control
and Revenue Deptt. and acquisition of land, When
the Revenue Depti, fixes a time for survey the land
the Flood Control Deptt. remains absent - for survey
the land and when the Flood Control Deptt. fixes a
time the Revenue Deptt. cannot comply with it. As
a result of this 3/5 months go in vain and the constru-
ction get delayed, I had many matters to say but as
the Hon. Chairman wanred me about time, I am con-
cluding my speech here, Thanking you Sir.

Chairman—DNext Speaker Shri Rukmini Roy.

Shri Rookmini Kanta Roy—Mr. Speaker, Sir. since 1952

this state has been facing the devastating floods every
year. Some times this flood occurs more than once ia
a particular year damaging crops, houses etc. Since
then we have been constructing embankments to prevent
the occurance of floods but actually this embankment
system could not solve the problem. ‘We: have “’efy
expert Engineers but they have not taken any serious
attempt to find out the root cause of this ﬂciod. Our
rivers are very turbulent than the rivers of other
States. Our rivers are said to be the male fivers. In
other states the rivers are said to be the female. The
names of other rivers are Ganga, Jamuna, Bhagirathi
etc. From the name of our rivers are Brahmaputra,
Gangadhar, etc; From the very nature of the name

—
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We can come to conclusion that these rivers are male.
Naturally males are more turbulent than the females.
So our experts should take ardent efforts to find out
the actual cause of this flood and accordingly should
take preventive measures. Since 1952 we area being
told in this August thouse that steps have been taken
to prevent, to control the floods but till today floods
have not been controled rather the floods are contro-
lling us. In Dhubri and Patamari are the whole areg
has been completely washed away by floods inspite
of our best efforts to control the flood. Angd there is
the problem of erosion. There has bzen serioyg ero-
sion but no proper precautionary steps was takep by
the Government: Because of our repeated recIUESted
only in the last year some procupine, and bambog
protections were provided. I would request the Honoy-
rable Minister, through you, Sir, to kindly see that
this vast areas of land between Dhubri and Patamari
is protected from the flood and erosion by  which
thousand and thousands of people will be protected
from the river the Brahmaputra. But the raising of
embankments has resulted another problem also. In
the South Salmara area when I visited the area, the
cultivators reported to me that the area become un-
fertile. The flood water could not enter there and as a re-
salt of this the land become unfertile and production has
been reduccd .o minimun, T his construction of embankment
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has given rise to another difficulty, i.e. reduction in
the fertility of the soil behind the embankment area,
Sir, I want to bring in another point, i.e. the erosion
in the tributary of Brahmaputra, namely, Gangadhar
river. Along this river there is an embankment but
there is erosion in the river causing breach in the embank-
ment, sericus breach Sir. and it is so serious that
during the month of September that the waters of this
river, Gangadhar, join with the waters of Bangladesh,
and unless some immediate steps to control the river
and stop the erosion, the areas like Nalia, Binnacherra,
Balichar etc. will be completely left to the mercy of the
marauders of that country, Bangladesh. Sir, T would
put a request through you, to the Hon. Minister of
Flood Control to pay a visit to the area and see for
himself the situation so that some protective measures
can be taken to protect the existing P.W.D. road
from Dimakal to Balichar. [ would not like to extend
my speech any more, but I would only request that
Flood Control Deptt. put a little more effort tq put
an end to the recurrence of floods. They should care-
fully study the problems and plan the future 'steps.

It may take some time, one to five years, but we
~want that this recurring devastation by the river 1In
. our State are checked or put to an end for all time.

With these few words, Sir, I oppose to Cut Motion

and conclude my speech.
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Shri Jiba Kanta Gogoi—-Mr, Chairman, Sir, [ rise to support
the Demand for Fiood control moved by the Minister
Tn-charge, Flood Contro! and oppese the Cut Motion
moved by my friends in the Opposition Bench. Sir, while

supporting the demand, T would like to speak a few
of Flood Control in Assam.

.
7

words on the working
Over the past ihousands of years, since the time imme-
| morial, the mighty river, Brahmaputra, has been flowing
) through Assam, at times causing floods over vast areas
every year, but even then what devastation and harm
this river has caused, probably we have not calculated.

We see every year the devastation caused by this
river though it is genecrally said that a river is.a
blessing to the State. But from our experience we
have seen that the river Brahmaputra has become a
river of sorry for the people of Assam. Every year

{ properties worth crores of rupees are destroyed: and
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valuable lands are eroded. In Dibrugarh town itself
since independance crores and crores of rupees have
been wasted, buildings after buildings have been de-
stroyed. Why this has happened 7 Not to speak of
Brahmaputra alone, there is the Barak river which
is causing havoc in the Cachar district. I was told
only today by one of our friends that im the Barak
valley the damage would be miore than 30 crores of
rupees. I think the damage in the Brahmaputra valley
this season will not be less. During the last 37 years
how many crores of rupees we have spent op flood
control 2 I think it will not be less than 1000 Croreg,

Have we not drained away th's huge amount of money %

Why can we not COﬂtl’OI the ﬂOQ‘:}S? If vast I.'iv
€rs

wh
not the Brahmaputra ? Probably our philosophy ¥

1.ke Missisipi and Amazon could be controlled

is
nterested in
controlling floods. If we wouxld have been

~ difterent. We are actually not seriously

Serious
encugh for controlling foods probably hundredg of

lives and properties worth crores of rupees could have

to

, important
subject. I want to suggest why he does not take

draw the attention of the Minister to this

permanent steps so that there is a p:rmanent solution o

.the problem of flood in the State. So far ag flood contrel

L

‘embankments have been constricied, I think there
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are some defects in the whole process; some ‘proper
methods have to be evolved. I think instead of em-
bankments if we could construct 4”or 3”thick stone walls
by the side of the rivers that could be a permanent
solution. That will also control the erosion. Our Hon’-
ble Minister has asked for 34 crores of rupees.. Out
of this 34 crores let us construct a think wall along-
side river spending an amount of 10 crores as a be-
ginning. Let us experiment with this' method. If we
find that the results are encouraging we may repeat
the performance., Then the question of dradging the
river may be considered. The Forest Department may
consider the feasibility of removing sands from the river
beds for different purposes, It will facilitate flow of water.
Then we may consider dredging the river beds ‘with
dredgers. The dredgers that we had returned; we may
get those dredgers again for the purpose.of decpen:mg
the river beds, Then we may consider the question
of straightening the curves, Wherever possible wefméy
consider this aspect, If that is done it will help In
free flow of the water, As regards the control of
tributories and rivulets we may consider the constru-
ction of sluice gates and of diverting the excess water
to water-starved areas, Coming back to the construction
of stone wall along the side of the river Brahmaputra
.we may have a permanent roadway. At present we
have only one road from Dhubri to Dibrugarh, If
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we construct a few miles every year after 23/3) years
there will be a permaneat road along the river. Sir,
our Engineers could be sent abroad to study and exa-
mine flood control projects and then after coming back
may try to implement their experience here, In the
Marine Drive in Bombay we have seen three-pronge i
concrete boulder  walls like Star fish. If we can also
put boulders in that way I think it might help, Sir,
I have had more suggestions to make but since the
Chairman has asked me to cut short T will stop here
with a request to the Flood Control Minister to take
permanent measures so that the sorrow of today ..
be transformed into happiness. With these Wor
oppose the Cut Motion movzad by my friendg in
Opposition.
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Mr. Speaker— Now, the House will be djoumed for 15
rnmutes f‘or light refreshment. I reques the hon, mem-
bers, members of the Press, Cfficers in the 'Official
Galary and Reporters to go to room No. 1 for light
ref'reshment Just after refreshment the Hon. Minister
will reply The House stands adjourned ull 5.15 p. m.

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari ( Minister, Flood
Control }—Mr. Speaker Sir, I am very thankful to the
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Hon’ble Members for participation and deliberation in
the discussion, I am also thankful to Hon’ble Mem-
bers for suggestions they ‘have extended for permanent
protection of the river Brahmaputra.. -Mr. Speaker Sir,
before I start to answer’ questions - of each rof the
Hon’ble Members, [ should give an account ¢f th-
monsoon which affected our State of Assam very badly
which also caused demages to the dyke and alsc flood

control strictures in vdrious places.

Mr. Speaker Sir, after onset of monsoon, the rivers
in Brahmaputra valley started rising since last wcek
of May 1983 and 1st wave of flood of the river
Brahmaputra hit the valley in the Ist week oif June
1983 and continued upto 2nd week of the month.

20d wave of flood starts from 17th June 1953 till
10th July 1983, Duri.g this period the highest level
attained by river Brahmaputra was 105.11 metre against
D.L. 10424 M at Dibrugarh and was flowing above
the red mark for continuous 29 days. At Neama'i the
river attained highest level as 85.82 against dangef
level 85.04 metre and was flowing ‘for 23 days above
danger mark. At Tezpur highest level was ©65.69 M.
against D.L. 65.23 M, and was flowing ‘above 1ed mark

for 8 days. At Dhubri the :highest level :was 28.82

against D.L; 28.65 M: and was flowing above danger
mark for 6 days till 13th July, 1983.
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The 3rd wave of flood of Brahmaputra has started
since 16th July 1983 till 1st week: of August 1983.
In addition to that during Aug 1983 water level at
Dibrugarh was above red mark also on 22nd, 23rd

and 31st Aug/83. In- this wave of flood, water of the
river Brahmaputra was flowing above the danger level
in Dibrugarh for a period of 22 days and attained
the peak level of 105.33 metre on 31-7-83, at Meamati
-for a period of 13 days and attained the prak level
of '86.60 metre on 1-8-83 and at Tezpur for 9 days
and attained the péak level of 65.76 metre on 2.8.93.
At UDhubri the highest level was 28.95 on 6th Aug. ot
1983 and was flowing above red mark for g4 daye
against D.L. 104.24 M 85.04 M. 6523 M and 28.65

M. respectively.

Apart from eros‘ons at Moriaholla where depth of
erosion was 125 metre under Jorhat district and gt
Sillung under Nowgong District, no other damage

was caused by the first wave of flood.

The 2nd 2nd 3rd wave of floods hit entire Brahma-
patra valley with a higher magnitude and devastation.
Frosion of Moriaholla subsided from the end of July
1983 but the breach occured during 1982 was widened
upto 1750 metres till 25-7-83. The flood water of river
Brahmaputra spills through this gap and submerges
z vast area of Bokakhat and Kaziranga mouzas in
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the northern part of Golaghat Sub-division under Jorhat
district, The said breach gap could not be closed down
dve to non-possession of land by the department during
last working session.

Erosion of river Brahmaputra on its south bank
at Sullung is continu‘ng leaving a gap of only 74
metres on 31-8-83 under Nowgong District.  Sliding

“alsc occured in Brahmaputra dyke from Biswanath to

Panpur in between Chainage 14.5 km. to 16.5 km.
and boiling occured at 6th km, of Sawguri retirement
of the same dyke under Sonitpur District.

'
"

Brahmaputra dyvke from Gumi to Kalatali at Chai-
nage 24th km. on south bink under Kamrup district
was breached due to massive bank eroson with & gap
of 10 metres on 29-7-83 which has been subsegaently
widen upto 449 metres on 26-8-83. A short retirement
of 380 metre in length was constructed covering the
breach portion to prevent the spill of flood water —on
31-7-83 has also been eaten up within 14-8-83. Bank
erotion was also continuing in between chainage 13 km.
to 15.5 km. along the Brahmaputra dyke south bank
from Palasbari to Gumi since to 10th July 1983, Bank
erosion was also active at Bortari-Baniapar retirement
since mid July 1983 of the same dyke at 4 km. and the
retirement was ultimately breached on 12-8-83 with a

gap of 500 metre ( from Ch. 3600 M. to Ch. 4100
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‘M)iand subsequently widened upto 1100 metre on
'28-8+83. A ‘short bamboo mohuri constructed along

theback side of retirement to prevent-to spill of ~flood
water was also eaten up on the upstream and down-

stream sides of both the ends.

Severe bank erosion was continuing at North
Gauhati, in between No-Ali Hill to Aswakalanta Hill
for a length of 2.3 km each and the PWD Road
now standsat 23 Metres from the river bank, at Chai-
nage 380 Metre at Auniati Satra under Kumrus

District.

Bank erosion was also active in between‘Chainage
36 Km to 36 Km along Brahmaputra dyke from Bajji uchj
to Fakiraganj .at Jaleswar under Goalpara District.
The erosion was subsided in the 1Ist part of Augusz,,'
83 but aggravated again from 3rd week of August,
1983 leaving a bern of 66 Metre on 20-8-83. The
whole embankment system of Brahmaputra dyke under
 oalpara District fiom Kharunja to Jaleswar and

Jileswar to Tatipara was in a very bad state due to

~ sliding, raincuts, boiling, seepage, wave wash etc, at
© Chainage 19.5.Km, 22 Km, 23 Km and 45 Km to 52

Km by wave wash on the river side. The - erosion

~at Kaliarpara was aggrevated ;again since 4th  August

and ultimately .the .dyke: was. breached due to erosion
with a gap of 60 Metre at 47.8 metre on. 21-8-83,
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One short retirement was constructed to withstand
normal flood and is functioning well. Bank erosion
remained unabated -at Chaitmari and Rowmari of Brahma-
putra dyke at Chainage 9 km and 13 km under
Kamrup district, In this way, Mr Speaker Sir, all the
tributaries including the Brahmaputra have shown con-
tinuous rtising and always remained. above the danger
level. Even those small rivers like Kumudi, Desang,
Dikhow, and so many other rivers of Sibsagar District
and also Lakhimpur District have posed some danger.
[n as many as 35 points, our embankments were
breached due to erosion and also flood being watered,
So in this way, we have to have colossal 10ss caused
by the successive floods this year. Sir, [ share-equally
the grief with all the hon’ble members and we will
certainly try to solve the probless. But Sir, here I
have got something to submit, In so far as embank-
ments are ‘concérned, many of ‘the hon’ble ~ members
have ‘stated sometime about the usefuiness of the
embankments, But Sir, to prevent the spill of the flood,
embankments have always been suggested and that is
why embankment have been constructed. From the
construction of the embankments, 14.75 lakh  hectare
of land have been protected. I do not always claim
the success of the construction of the embankments.
It is because of the paucity of fund, we cannot take
up 'all -the construction work. Sometimes, somewhere
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some gaps remain, Hon’ble Member Shri Purno Boro
said the whole length of Puthimari was not covered.
Still there is a gap of more than 3 Km, and this we
have already placed before the Technical Advisory
Committee twice. Though the Technical Advisory Co-
mmittee have accepted the proposal, the whole gap
could not be covered because of some teachnical
re;asons. This question was also answered by me in
the last session of the Assembly. Still, we are again
placing this matter before the Technical Advisory
Committee. We hope the Technical Advisory Commitea
will clear this proposal. We can fh-en close the gap,
Hon’ble Member Shri Boro has again suggesteq e
for want of repairs, the sluices have not been fun.
ctioning. So about this point, T will certainly instryct
our District Officer to look into and see that

after
constant inspections all these sluices should be I'epaired

Hon’ble Shri Basit also suggested that for Prevention
of erosion, some permanent measures must be taken
up. Sir, I fully agree with bim: In this way there

' dre some hon’ble members who have suggested for

taking up permanent protection measures, Sir, the
other day I stood up just to reply on these permanent
protection measures. Sir, as per opinion of the expert,
Technical Advisory Committee and also the experts of
the Central Water Commission, for the purpose of
permanent protection, we require 2 crores of rupees
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for one kilometer. In this way. we have already sub-
mitted so many schemes. Even the Union Minister,
Shri Ramniwas Mirdha came and visited the severe
erosion that has been taking place. Unless there is
permanent protection, it would be next to impossible
to control the Brahmaputra river. We may claim some-
time to some extent that we can tame the river Brahma-
putra by adopting some palliative measures. With these
ad-hoc measures, we have been successful in some
cases. Even in Brahmaputra river near Dhubri, we have
been able to contain erosion. Similarly, in the case of tri-
butaries of Puthimari, Pagladiya, we can claim success
in arresting erosion. Our efforts are also successful
in Mukalmua area. Still, T cannot ignore the impor-
tance of permanent protection measures through which we
can save the people of Assam from the destruction of
Brahmaputra river. So Sir, we must g0 in for perma-
nent protection measures.

The erosions are severe. Sometime andin some
places these erosions have - been contained but this can-
not be claimed as a permanent feature: This has
lessened the problem. In this way there may be so
many retirements. In the Palasbari—Gumi area, as
manj/ as 7 retirements have been given and now it
is found that there is no place for such retire-

ment at all, Sir, erosions have attacked so much seve-
rely that it has just come to a point of no return-1
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mean-it has come and struck on the National Highway.
In all these places, unless we can go in for perma-
nent protection there is no way out. In the Moriahola
area as many as 10 retirements are already over. And
in the area of our Hon. Speaker. Mukalmua, 10 reti-

rements are already over and in the 10th retirement also
it is on the point of extinction. Somehow by the grace
of God this severity of erosion has been lessened. In
the Mukalmoa area, South Salmara-Fakiraganj and ip
two other places, as I have already said, these erosions

are going on. But I can assure this House that g

we have high-lighted our case before the Gene :
Government and the Central Government . 3 ra
; ven

us Ssome ink,ling’ I meén, they are convinced to tack]
the Brahmaputra and hat they are ccnvinced that perf_:
manent pr?tective measures are the only solution, At
least on this point they are very much convinced, Now
we can hope that the Central Government would come
forward to help us atleast by granting some special
central assistance. For talking up the Floed Contro]
measures we got Rs, 14 crores. But for normal Flood
control works Rs. 82 crores are required. Now with this
Rs. 14 crores considerable amount will be required to
take up the continuing schemes, Then we have - said
that as many as 65 new schemes will have to be taken
up this time and we will take up all these schemes on
the recommendation of the Technical Advisory
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Committee, where Mr. J. Tripathy is the Chairman and

on the basis of their recommendation only the Flood
Control Board can come forward to take up these
schemes. Sir, we have also submitted to them that
we would require Rs. 20 crores to take up the nor-
mal Flood control works. This year we have received
only Rs. 14 crores and so we have submitted that
this amount must be enhanced. If the amount is enhan-
ced to Rs. 20 crores then I can assure the House
that we will be able to take up more new schemes.
We have received so many proposals from the represen-
tatives of the people and we have been presenting
these proposals in the shelves of schemes and the num-
ber has been swelling and swelling and already these
have come up to 950 in our shelf of schemes. If the
amount can be enhanced, then certainly we will be
able to take up more schemes and T can assure the
House that there will not be lack of enthusiasm in
the Flood Control Deptt, One hon. member has said
that the root cause of the Flood should be studied.
Gangadar and Godavari are turbulent, and some prote-

ctive measures should be taken. Chars have aiready
become very low and because of the Char Brahmaputra
river has become narrow and with the frontal strike
against these chars the Brahmaputra in some places
has become 19/20 k.m. even. We will bear in mind

1)
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all these. Another hon. member pointed out that con-

struction of embankments reduces the fertility of land.
Perhaps I cannot subscribe to this view of the hon.
member; may be this needs some scientific exploration
which T am myself lacking. Hon’ble member Shri
Talukdar made some points regarding Kaladia and
Pahumara river and we will bear in mind this also.
While making submission he has also suggested for
construction of flood wall. But Sir, the construction
of flood wall has not been found feasible by oun
Technical Advisory Committee and the Centra] Water
& Power Commission.: He has also mentioned aDot
the use of dredger but we actually used the dredge;
also, but the use of dredger is so much costly that
it has not benefitted anybody and the dredgers have
been returned to the Central Government

. . and now
these are in Gujrat State. Hon. member Mr Dutt
has pleaded for central help and I extend my thanka

s

to him. He has also suggested one good thing j.e
rodd-cum-bundh construction ; our department have gog
some exploration on this. If we construct road-cum-
bund then heavy traffic load my cause extensive damage
to the embankments and that may result very adversely
that is why our department has not found it feasible:
to.dothis. Regarding the compensation for land gas
pointed out by some hon. members, immdiately after

one scheme is taken up or before the work starts

[ R
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50% of the amount assessed is to be paid to tﬁe land
owners ; along with the estimates itself, our department
assesses the requisite demand for payment of compensa-
tion. If .so happens that the Flood Control department
people go to the site and people from the Revenue
department also should go to the site and there should
be joint assessment, :

So Sir, because of some sort of lack of co-ordina-
tion these snags are there and it has been complained
in this august House that for 15/16 years people have
not got the compensation money. I do not deny this;
there is truth in the complaint. During my last visit
to Cachar the same complaint was brought to my
notice. We have already taken notice of this and my
colleague Revenue Minister will certainly look into
this, because we do not directly pay the compensatidn;
we just transfer the fund in paper to the Revenue
Department and the Revenue Department is to make
the payment of compensation. Sir, the hon’ble member
Shri Prasad Doloi has mentioned about killing river
embankment. This has already been taken up. Inves-
tigation is going on about sluices. So it will take
some time, Then hon'ble member Shri Kirti Datta
has made complaint about the Flood Control officers
of Sibsagar Division that for their slackness in the
last few months there has been breach in the embank-
ment in Sibsagar district. Sir, here I want to point
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out that we have already demanded an amount of
Rs. 12 crores which is necessary for the maintenance
of the flood control works. Now Sir, we have received
only an amount of Rs. 5 crores. This is meagre amo-
unt, because only to maintain the old works of embank-
ment and other schemes W€ require a much higher
amount than this and the required amount has not
been given, If we get the required amount then we
can take up the maintenance works. There is inca-

pability due to lack of funds and that incapability
does not mean that our officers have shown any sig8
ckness. But because of our inability to sanction tpe
money required in time our officers are pat to such emba
rassing situation. Again Sir, when rain starts el 3
in flood some breaches of the embankment take ng

place

here and there.

Sir, I ‘have tried to reply to the points raised
the hon’ble members. I hope that with the Vigilancy
of the hon’ble members we will be able to rise to 1| 3

the

occasion,

About Brahmaputra there is nothing much to speak
I would like to mention that about Brahmaputra we:
have already moved the Central Government for release
of necessary fund and I hope that with our sincere
efforts we will able to get therequisite fund from the
Central Government, We have already started preparing
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scheme for permanent protective measure particulary
at four places viz: Howlighat Mokalmowa which has
got 60 km ridges, Palashbari-Gumu, 25 km, Fakirganj-
South Salmara, and then Moriahala, There are most
serious ridges and we want to take them up in phase
manner with the co-operation of Brahmaputra Board
and with the assistance of the Central Government I
hope we will be able to tackle this serious problem.

With this T humbly request the hon’ble mover of
the cut motion Mr, Das to withdraw it.
Shrj Hemen Das—He is yet to answer one point that is,
regarding the flood situation in the State,

Shri Keshab Chandra Gogoi ( Minister )—Sir, 1 will make

statement on the flood situation to-moOIrow.

-

Shri Hemen Das—He ( Flood Control Minister J is o

make it.
Shr1 Ranéndra Narayan Basumatari ( Minister )—But it rela-
tes to Revenue,

Mr. Speaker—Yes, the Revenue Minister will give the

statement. Are you withdrawing the cut motion 7
Shri Hemen Das—Yes Sir.

M. Speaker—Is it 'the pleasure of the House 10, grant
leave to 'the hon’ble member to withdraw the cut
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motion ?
( voices : Yes, yes )
The leave is granted and the cut motion stands

withdrawn,

Now I put the grant before the House that a sum
of Rs: 15,84,59,000 be granted to the Minister-in-chargs
to complete the sum of Rs: 30,72,65.000, necessary tc

defray the charges which will come in course of pay.

ment during the year ending the 3lst March, 1984 fo;
the administration of “Flood Control”,

( after a pause )

The grant is passed.
Now grant No. 29. Dr. Bhumidhar Barmap, ¢
move

Dr. Bhumidhar Barman ( Minister )—Sir, on the recommen.
dation of the Governor of Assam, I beg to movye that
a sum. of Rs. 94,00,000 be granted to the Minister-jj.
charge to complete the sum of Rs. 2,16,00,000 necessary
to defray the charges which will come in courge of
payment during the year ending the 31st March, 1984
for the administration of “Aid Material”,

Mr. Speaker—There is no cut motion. So I put the grant
that the sum of Rs. 94,00,000 be granted to the Minister-
in«charge to complete the sum of Rs. 2,16.00,000 nece-
ssary to defray the charges which will come in course of
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l, payment during the year ending the 31st March, 1984
/ for administration of Aid ‘““Administration”,

( after a pause)
The grant is passed.

Mr, Speaker—Now Grant No. 34, Hon, Minister, Dr,
Bhumidhar Barman to move.

|

| Dr. Bhumidhar Barman—On the recommendation of the
ﬁ Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum
of Rs. 40,48,48,000 be granted to the Minister-in-charge

to complete the sum of Rs. 70,73,37,000 necéssary to

defray the charges which will come up in course of

| payment during the year ending the 31st March, 1984
for the administration of «Medical and Public Health”.
Mr. Speaker—There is no cut motion. So I put the grant;

The question is that Grant No. 34 be passed.
( The Grant is passed)

( Now Grant No. 61, Honourable Minister Shri
Dhaniram Rongpi to move.

Shrs Dhaniram Rongpi—On the recommendation of the

Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum
1 of Rsi 15,74,73,000 be granted to the Minister-in-charge
! to complete the sum of Rs. 27,34,45,000 necessary to
defray the charges which will come in course of pay-

ment during the year ending the 3lst March, 1984

for the administration of “Forests”.
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My, Speaker—There is one cut motion tabled by Shri

"~ Puna Boro, Shri Hemen Das, Shri Mathura Deka,
If they like they may move the cut motion,

Shri Hemen Das—Sir, I beg to move that the total pro-
vision of Rs. 27,34,45,000 under Grant No. 61 in res.
pect of Forest at page 20-44 of volume II part XI){
of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100/-, i.e.’ the amount
of the whole grant of Rs. 27,34,45,000, do stand re-
duced by Rs. 100/.
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Speaker—There is one cut motion tabled by Shii

Puna Boro, Shri Hemen Das, Shri Mathura Deka,

If they like they may move the cut motion,

Shri

Hemen Das—Sir, I beg to move that the total pro:i
vision of Rs. 27,34,45000 under Grant No, 61 in res
pect of Forest at page 20-44 of volume II part Xy
of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100/-, i.e; the amoum[
‘of the whole grant of Rs. 27,34,45,000, do stangd o

duced by Rs. 100/. |
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;s over. Hon. Member Mr. Goyari will continue to-

morrow. Now item No. B Shri Purna Boro.

m. Discussion on  Demands

Calling Attention

ftem No. 3

_Shri Pdrna Boro—Sir; [ beg to call the atiention of the
Minister, Education, under Rule. 54 of the Rules of
‘Procedure and C€onduct of Business in Assam = Legis-
"}ativé- Assembly to the news item appearing in the
‘Nagarik’ dated 11t August; 1983, under the caption
Lot ise e gl 7 : 3 : 3

Durnitir ann ata nam pathyapathi nigam?”.
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Government Bill

Shri Zahlrul Islam (Mlmster, Irrlgatmn)—-—Slr, I beg leave
to 1ntroduce the Assam Irrigation Blll 1988.
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(Leave granted )

Sir, I beg to introduce the bill.
(Secretary, A. L. A, read out the title of the bill)

Mr, Speaker—Bill introduced. The House stands adjourned
till 10 A. M: on 15th September, 1983:

Adjournment

The House was then adjourned till 10 A. M: on
Thursday the 15th September,-1983.

P. D. Barua
Dated, Dispur Secretary
the 14th September, 1983 Assam Legislative Assembly



