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Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the Assam Legislativé
Assembly assembled after the Third General
Electien under the Sovereigm Democratic
Republican Constitution of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 A. M. on
Tuesday, the 22nd February, 1966

PRESENT

z \ Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CI—IOUDHURY. B. L., Speaker,in the
(€

hair, eight Ministers, two Ministers of State, three Deputy Ministers
ana sixty-four Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)
Re: Cancer Hospital at Gauhati
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gaubati) asked:

*1. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government are aware that a Cancer Hospital is
going to be established at Gauhati by a non-oificial
Agency ?

(b) If so, whether Government deem it necessary to help this
non-official Agency by rendering financial assistance for
completion of the establishment of the Cancer Hospital ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Healih) replied:
1. (a)—VYes.
(b)=—Yes.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir, may I know frem the hon.

Minister how the Government proposes to help this non-official agency for
its fuller development ?

. Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE: We have provided in the Fourth
Five Year Plan a sum of Rs, 4 lakhs for the institution, but that also will

depend on how much money is actually made available to the Health
Department.

_ Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA - Sir, may I know from the hon. Mi-
nister whether the Cobalt Therapy Plant will be provided in the institution ?
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The institution has applied
to thie Government of India tor 2 Cobalt Therapy Plant undgr Colombo l’lanr
free of cost and the application has been forwarded with the s rongest
possible recommendation.

Stri MOHI KANTA IJAS (Barchalla): Sir, may I know the name
of the non-official agency ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Lokabandhu Bhubaneswar
Barcoah Cancer Hospital Committee.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE (Katigora): 3,11"]’ ‘f;a’t’halt
know from the hon. Minister what is the total number of DEC
will be provided in the hospital ?

me Lo

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: It is not possible for
reply that question now.

s ; fro.ii
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, may I know
the hon. Minister who has prepared the scheme ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Non-official agency-
; v what
Suri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubyi): Sir, may I know
will be the total cost of construction of the hospital ?
e ve
Sari BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1 am not in a position to gl
a reply to this question.
inister
Shri MOMHIL KXANTA DAS: May I know from = hon. Minis
whether the site for the hospital has been selected ?

already been

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JE&: Yes, the site has e bEiile

selected and the building is under construction, it is by the s
approach road to L. G. B.T. B. Sanitarium.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, may 1 know who has

prepared the scheme ?
Mr. SPEAKER : The RﬁgiStCt‘Cd Architect.

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA (Nalbari-East) : Sir, may I
know from the hon. Minister what is the amount collected from the public
]))' the non-official agency ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I am not in a position to
answer that question.

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi): Sir,

may 1 know whether any help has been offered by the Government in  this

connection £

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHAL!HA (Chief Minister): The land

yas given by the Government free of cost,




=X
(o))
(5]

1966] QUESTIONS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table}
Gauhati Medical College Campus Land
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:
1. Will the Health Minister be pleased to state—

(a) What is the total area of lund allotted to the Gauhati Medical
Clollege Campus ?

(b) Of the total are:, the area of Government land and that
acquired from private land owners ?

(c) What is the total amount incurred in acquisition of land of the
private land owners ?

{d) What is the total amount incurred in construction o° approach
roads to the Medical College Campus ?

(¢) What is the total estimated amount of expenditure in cons-
truction of roads within the Medical College Campus ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Health)
replied ;

1. (a)—Five hundred and nincty-two bighas, 1 katha and 4 lessas.

(b)—Three hundred and fifty-nine bighas and 2 lessas were Govern-
ment land.
¥ : e
Two hundred and thirty-three bighas, 1 katha and 2 lessas were
acquired.

aes 10,17,841:83, excluding compensation for 19 highas, |

(c)—Ru ks :
) : d in March 1965, but for which award has not

katha and;2 lessas acquire
yet been given by the Gollzctor.

(d)—For 4 roads R<9,50,600 have been sanctioned to the Public
Works Department.

(e)—The Public Works Department has not completed estimates for
other roads reguired. Even the alignment ol some roads will depend on the
siting of the residential Quarters.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, may I know f{rom the

hon. Minister whether the total astimated amount for the constructicn o
ather roads has been included in the fizures shown in reply (e) 2

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No,
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Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi) : Sir.
the road leading to the hospital is very high and as such the ailing patient
will not be able to go up and will have to spend money for hiring taxis.
Will the Government make provision for buses for the purpose ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: We will consider as ar}d when
the situation demands. In this connection, I would like to mention that
in the last session, I already said that necessary arrangements wquld be
made from the foothill to the hospital for those who require such assistance.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (North Salmara, Reserved for Sche-
duled Castes):

Sir, may I know why the approach road to the Medical
College has been diverted viz Narakasur Road a: a huge cost

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: That question was replied in
the last session.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH

what was the amount spent in th

SARMA (Gauhati): Sir

may I know
e original roads ?

2

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1 want notice.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir, I want to know what is the
total amount incurred f ;

or the construction of the approach road which
was censtructed firsst.  There are 1wo ronda

Shri BAIDY ANATH MOOKERJEE: No road has becn completed
asyet. So, it is dificult to say

which roads are meant.

~ Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : Sir, what was the amount incurred
in the abandened road ?

Shri BAIDYANATI MOOXERJEE: Actually noroad has been
abandoned, but only the aligament was changed a little. First alignment
was made in such a way that it would involve acquisition of some land of a
mosque which is illegal and a thyee storied building which will be very
costly. To avoid that we have to  divert the road a little. No
road bas bce_n al_Jandoned and for the facilities of vehicular traffic both roads
will be mallltamt_‘:d. A slight diversion had to be made to avoid a traffic
blind corner,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA :
constructing the first road ?
for this rcad ?

What was the reason for
I want to know what was the amount spent

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE :

: I have already replied that,
I want notice for further information,

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): May I know from the hon.
Minister what was the amount incurred for consiruction of t:-iC read ?
The reply given by the hon. Minister is not proper as the reply is amount
sanctioned,

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE; I want notice.
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (B ini

! archalla): In reply to (b) the Minister
i:as stated that 259 bighas and 2 lessas were Government land. May I
ngw whether this Government land is free from encroachment? Is it
net a fact that the land is under heavy encroachment for which con-
struction work has been impeded ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOXER]JEE: 1T do not agree.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): In reply
to (e). the Minister has stated that even the alignment of some roads
will depend on the sitting of the residential quarters. Am I te under-
stand that the site for residential quarters has not yet been selected ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Obviously so ; it is quite clear.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI: May I know whether the
site is being selected as a whole or partially ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: It is being done in part
having regard to the terrain. 7

Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): May I know what
is the total length of the four roads ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I want notice.
Shri MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : The four roads are there and
my supplementary arises directly as part of the main guestion.

It is also a part of the main
many stones will

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE
question as to how many bricks will be required or how
be necessary. But there muct be some limit.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: With respect to the hon.
Minister, I want to know from the Speaker whether the Minister 1s bound
to reply to a question directly. When the Minister has said that for
four roads so much money has been sanctioned, he must come prepared
with all details about these roads. THow can hesay now thathewants

notice ?

Mr. SPEAKER: [to the Minister)—Can you give a straight reply to
this question ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir. As a matter of fact,
unless specific details are sought for inthe question itself, 1t 1is d]fhcu}t to
reply off-hand as to what would be the length, what would be the width,
etc. . .
Myr. SPEAKER: The quesiinn was “What is the total_ amount in-
curred in construction of approach roads to the Medical College
Campus™ ? The question wWas regarding the expe_ndlture already
incurred. The reply is that Rs.9,50,600 have been sanctioned.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :

not there.

The word “‘expenditure’ was
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Mr. SPEAKER: But the © amount incurred”” implies that.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: it mecans the amount which
will bespent. I wanted to make the position clear. It was my folly to
try to do so instead of gciringa ditect, crypticreply to a quesiion which
does not express what is meant.

Mr. SPEAKER: And in the process vou made the thing complicated
too. \

Shri BADYANATH MOOKERJEE: [ thoushtthat members would
be happy to have that informaticn.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA : 1 want to know, Sir, whether
a Mimisteris bound to give a straight reply to question.

Mr. SPEAKER : Let me clear the position. Ministers will uive
straight replies to questions. If any Minister has not got any particular
fact or facts with him, he may ask for notice. In this pariicular case, the
Minister has not got with him the figure for the amount already incurred ;
he has got the figure for the amount sanctioned. Therefore he wants notice
to give astraight reply to the question.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Are we to understand
that the hon. Minister did not go through the question properly and has

not, thevefore, come prepared ?

My, SPEAKER: 1t is uo to you to make any presumption.

Shri MOI'_II K{\NTA DAS : TIsitafact that the Deputyy Commis-
sioner, Kamrup’ had issued a stay order to the construction of a wall in
the campus of the Gauhati Medizal College because of objections raised by
encroachers ?

Mr. SPEAKER: (tothe Minister)—Have you got any informatien ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir.

Sk i LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI: Siy, question (d) was quite
clear. “*What is the total amount incurred......”

M:. SPEAKER: T quite appreciate this. The question was about the

amount so far incurred for construction of the roads, but the Minister

has oot got vhat figure with him at the present moment. It mightbe an
omission for which he could not give the exact amount of expenditure
sncurred 50 far.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: But the question was very
direct.

Myr. SPEAKER : 1 understand that, but how can I ot elihimto
ojve a reply for which he has not come prepared ?
o

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BaRUA: If wedo not get proper replies
from Ministers, there is no use asking questions in this House.

N
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Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): I( is our
privilege.........

w

Mr. SPEAKE®: That privilege has not been denied. He has given
a 1eply, but you say the reply is not as accurate as you want it to be.
The Minister has asked for notice. I hope he will be able to supply in-
formation to the House about the anountof expenditure so far incurred
on these roads to-morrow.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Yes, Sir,

¥
Gauhati Medical College Buildings
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) : asked:
L ]
2, Will the Health Minister be pleased to state—
(a) When the constructisn work of the b‘.l”x[iﬂ;i of Gauhati
Medical College in its permanent site vas started ?
(b) How many buildings have now been compieted ?
2
(c) When the other buildings of the College and the Hospital are
expected to be completed ?
o (d) What was the target date for combletion of construction of the
'R building as stipulated with the contractors ?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister, Heaith) replied :
2. (a), (b) and (d)—
Name of the Date of com neaceme:nt Expecled date of Remarks
buildings of work completion
¢ @) ) C@
3 (i) Hostels Nos. 1 and 2 28:d October, 1963 12th Dcc:cmber, 2lready complete
: 1965. addi s el
i pied in Seps
b tember, 1965.
’ (ii) Hostels Nos. 3 and 4 2acd February, 1965 9th Fc}){;}}_}ary, Expected to  be
s . completed by
15th  March
" 1966,
A H € o]
(iit) Main College Builde 17th April, 1965 End olfgfﬁ\;l.gusr, _

ing,

(c)—Staff quarters and hospxt_al buildings are expected to be
started in the middle of 1966, for completion of siaff quarters by middle of
1967 and hospital buildings by the end of 1969, But a; the money
available in 1966-67 is hardly suffic ent for completion of buildings already
begun, completion is likely to be delayed. =
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Drx. GHANASHYAM DAS (D'Iortlealmara, Reserved for Sche-
duled Castes): May [ know whether it is a fict that work has been
* hampered due to non-receipt of cement regularly ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sometimes a iittle delay
might hive been caused, but somehow or other we managed.

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS: Is not the progress of road construc-
tion very slow for which work may be hampered during rainy season ?

Mr, SPEAKER : This is a matter of subjective feeling.

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB GHOUDHUB.Y (Patacharkuchi) : May
I know the number of seats available in hostels Nos.1, 2, 3 and f4 and
whether there is any separate hostel for girl students ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOXKERJEE : The total number of seats in
all these hostels will be over 600, One hostel is meant for the girls and
three for the boys.

Dr HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY: Will all the students be
accommodated in the hostels ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Thay is our intention.

Obitauary Reference to the demise of Jadav Chandra Khaklari,
ex~-Member, Assam Legislative Assembly

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : My,
Speaker, Sir, I regret to inform the august House that we have lost one of
our colleagues and a sincere and silent servant of the people in the death
of Shri Jadav Chandra Khaklari, a tribal leader and a former member of
this Assembly, on February 7th last, at the age of 71 at his own residence -
Tengakhat, Dibrugarh. Shri Khakiari was a seII'_—t?Iade man and he wag
loved and respected by all for his amiable _dlsposmon, straightforwardness
and progressive outlook. He was an enthusmsufz worker for the ' cause oF
expansion of education in the backward areas. Shri Khaklari was ACLVA]
associated with the establishment of numerous schools and librarjes in th?
Dibrugarh Subdivision. It was due to his initiative that the twe Hi I'?
Sehools of Kathalguri and Dangari developed into their position T%
death of such a devoted worker and a man ol integrity hag indeed lScen 3
great loss to us all. a

I, on behalf of this House, convey our heartfelt sympathy 1 !
of the bereaved family. y '€ members
Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHABJEE (Katigora): Mr. Speal
Sir, I on behalfof the Members of this side express our great sc;rmlzsa S
sympathy at the sad demise of Stri Jadav Chandra Khakiar and pra and
Almighty God for the peace of his soul. e CTLYI810

Shii KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): M\
Sir, I fully associate myself with the Leader .of the Ho
sympathy and condolence on the death of Shri Jaday C

1): Mr, Speaker,
US€ In expressing
handra Khaklari,
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He was a simple gentleman and he had progressive outlook. He was a
social worker and in his death we have lost a good man. I pray to God to
rest his soulin peace.

Mr. SPEAKER : I fully associate with the Leader of the House and
the hon. Members in expressing sympathy and condolence on the death o
Shri Jadav Chandra Knaklari. $.ri Khaklari was 2 Member of this Ho ise
for some years and many of us knew him personally well. He took active
partin the debates of the Assembly and he had his own method of approach-
ing men aand matters He was an active member of the Assan Tribal
League and he worked for the g owth and the development of the Tiibal
community as a whole. He was responsible also for the merger of the
Assam Tribal League with the Congress, which was a happy augurv in the
body politic or Assam as a whole, The Tribal League whaich was tiying to
separate the Tribul people from the rest of the population on a commanal .
line was frustrated througa his efforts. He was very sober and was very
keen on deve cpment of Assam. He was a good constructive worker and
he loved the people of Assamto the cost of this heart. He always had in
his mind the welfare of Assam as a whole. In him we lost an ardent social
worker. We convey our condolence to th= bereaved family and pray to
God for his cternal peace and rest of his soul. With th:se words I request
the House to stand in silence for one minute,

(The House stood up in silence)

Adjournment Motions r¢: (i) Train disaster on 1lith February,
1966 between Furkating and Kumarbandha Ali (ii) Daath
of 15 versons and injury to others on 5th February,
1966 at Tinsukia as a result of the s*tampede
after the meeting addr-essed by
Shrimati Indira Gandhi,
Prime Minister of
India

Mz, SPEAKER: I have received notices for two Adjournment
Motions, one from Shri Dulal Chandra Brua and the other from Shri
Tarapada Bhattacharj :e and Shri Rampirit Rudrapaul. These two Adjour-
ment Motions, I thirk, are not in order. One is regarding the train disaster
of 11th February, 1966. As I have already stated on more than one occasion
before the Assembly that an Adjournment Motlon 18 adm:_sslble only when
no other avenues are open for discussion. But h_ere i this case Shri
Tarapada Bhattacharjee has already tabled a Galling Attention Motion
and on that M tion the House will get ample opPortunity to discuss this
matter. Apain, yesterday the Governor has, in his Address, mentioned
about this. So, in the discussion on the Governor’s Address in which the
hon. Members will participate, they will get ample epportunity to discyss
this. Therefore, this Motion is out of vrder.

The other Motion is regarding the stampede that took place in Tinsulia
on the 5th February last. The same argumens apply also to this Motion.
The matter has been referred to in the GOYCrnOI"s Address and the hon,
Members will get opportunity to discuss this in the course of discussion on
the Governor’s Address. Moreover, Shvi Naren Sarma and another have
tabled a Calling Attention Motion on this. On this account, therefore, this
mateer is also ruled put, . : :
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URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE | -

Calliag attention to a matter of urgent public importance—news-
~ item published in the Assam Tribune, da_ted 2nd February
1966 under the caption “*Naga Hostiles
Kidnapped Five Nepali Labourers®

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Mr, Speaker, Sir, I
want to draw the attention of the hon. Ghief Minister to a matter . of
urgent public importance of reecent occurrence, .., [0 a news-item
published in the Assam Tribune, g!atg:d the 2nd February unc‘!cr' the
caption ‘““Naga Hostiles Kidnapped Five Nepali Labourers”, wherein it is
stated that two Naga hostiles armed .w1th sten guns and rifles and clad in
green olive uniiorm kidnapped 3) Ncpah ]3?011!'(31'5 on the 27th january 1966
and then set on fire the Agar mahal camp in Desoi Valley Forest Reserve
along Sibsagar Nagaland Border causing damage to huge number of Agar
wood. In this connection, it is not only the one instance when this kind
of things happened in the border areas and we drew the attention of
the Chief Minister on different occisions. But till todzy no effective
measures have been iaken from the Government side w0 protect the
life and properties of the peopie 1iv1pg in the border. My intention in
bringing this fact before the House 1s to ‘know whether those labourers
who were kidnapped have bzen returned so far, and if not, what swep the
Goverr:ment has taken to get back those labourers. Further what definite
steps Governmeaut have taken up to stop such recurrence in future. With
this intention I call attention of the Chief Minister to this matter.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Cbief Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, on 27th January 1966 morning, two Naga hostiles armed with rifles
and sten guns kidnapped 5 Nepali labourers named Durjaman Rai, Chandra
Bahadur Rai, Padma Bahadur, Nar Bahadur and Durga Bahadur, from
an Agar mahal camp in Desoi Valley Forest Reserve near Bandarsuha
in Sibsazar district. The Naga hostiles set on fire to the camp and as
a result all properties in the camp including Agar wood was burnt down.

The loss is estimated at about Rs.2,000. Thereafter the kidnapped labourers

were tak-n to Ozibasti village, a Sema village in Nagaland. On 20th
January 1966 Nar Bahadur (Sardar), Durga Bahadur and Padma Bahadur
were released, and the hostiles handed over two letters to the released
persons (one from the so-called Northern f'ommand, Nagaland ang the
other from the Independent Nagaland Governmc,r.t) addressed to  one
irija Das, an employee of Samsul Islam, the_le:ssee of the Agar Mahal
demanding Rs.1,500 for the release of the remaining two kidnapped er:
sons. As case under section 365/342/427 Indian Penal Code has heen ren-ist-ged
at Mariani Police Station and investigation taken up. The Deput
Commissioner, Mokochung, was inf'ﬂ‘mcc! Qf the incident and rcclugsmg tg
take action for the recovery of the remaining two persons.

Sir, it is very unfortunate that these 1_m:1den_ts' have not stopped. Sir
the hon. Member desires to know about the action taken by the G.Overn-’-
ment to prevent these oCCUTrences. As a matter of fact action from the
security point of view all over has been strengthened and iy additi
to that, as the hon. Members know efforts are continuing tq bri?lI:'
peace into Nagaland as well as to the Border areas by tajjs with the
underground leaders. I am indeed very unhappy over these incidents and ¥
can only assure this House that we have been doing our best to sto;;
these incidents.



[

1966] REPORT OF THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Announcement by the Speaker, Re: Panel of Chairmen,
House Committee, Committee on Petitiomns,
Commitiee of Privileges

re

/

71

Mr. SPEAKER : As regards item Noé I shall now announce the

names of Members as follows :—

& Panel of Chairmen

(Under Rule 9)
1. Shri Mohikanta Das.
2. Shri Sriman Prafuila Goswami.
3. Shri Lila Kanta Borah.

4. Shri Biswadev Sarma.

As regards item No.5, I shall now announce the names of Members as

follows :—
House Commiitiece

(Under Rule 312)
1. Shri Khogendra Nath Nath vee Chairmen,
2. Shri Bazlul Basit wes o e Member.
3. Shrimati Padma Kumari Gohain ... iy -
4. Shri Pulakeshi Singh ... B
5, Shri Mahadev Das e
6. Shri Mal Chandra Pega %

Commitiee on Petitions

(Under Rule 239)

" 1. Shri Mahammad Idris ... ..o Chairman,
2. Dr. Homeswar Deb Choudhury ... = Membez,
3. Shri Siva Prasad Sarma ... 7!

4. Shri Narerndra Nath Sarma

W

. Shei Tarapada Bbattacharjéc wh -

22
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COMMITTEE :

Committee of Privileges

{Under Rule 246)

1. Deputy Speaker ... weo Chairman,
2. Shri Moinul Hoque Choudhury, Minister .., Member.
3. Shri Baidyanath Mookerjee, Minister @ o

4. Shri Lakshmi Prasad Goswami s oo 2

5. Shri Mohananda Bora ... oee 25

6. Shri Hoover Hynniewta ... »

7. Shri Dulal Chandra Barua van

Report of the Business Advisory Committee

Mz. SPEAKER: Ag regards item No 6, Under Rule 230 of the Rules
of Procedure ani Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, I
hereby inform th= House that I called a meeting of the Business Advisory
Committee in my Chamber at 11 a.m. on Monday, the 14th February, 1966
for detailing the programme for the Budget Session, 1966, -

An outline cf the Programme was chalked out upto 7th April, 1966 de”
tailing the business so far received from various Departments, A c’opy of the
Provisional Programme so detailed has been made avalla Bl o cache hon:
e A A e

It will be seen from the detailed calendar that on two Priv 2
days, :.e. , 24th February and 24th March, 1966 Government Efgxﬁigg 11123556
been fixed. On Thursday, the 24th February, 1966 Government Business had
to be detailed to maintain continuity of Debate on Governor’s Address and
on Thursday, the 24th March, 1966 to maintain the same for Voting on
Lemands for Grants.

Again it may be seen that Monday, the 28th Febry
¥st March, and Wednesday, t}ge 2?d Mai ch, 1966 had
Recess days to facilitate Members for participation in the Prce
visit of the President of India to Assam. Hon. Members are ?‘-:‘\E";lén?‘.hgf
the proposed visit of the President has since been postponed. Therefore
recess on the 28th February and 1st March, 1966 are ng longer necessary.

I, therefore, called another meeting of the Business Advisory Com-
mittee to day at 8. 30 . m, to make the necessary revision in the Programme
detailed earlier.

The Committee decided that Wednesday, the 23rd February, 1966
should be a recess day and the Business of 23rd February, 1966 will be taken
up on the 26th February, 1966. Business of 26th February, 1966 on 28th
February, and that of 10th March, 1966 on 1st March, 1966, Wednesday the
2nd March, 1966 will remain as recess day. The business of §th March,
1966 hasbeen taken to 10th March, 1966 and on 8th March, 1966 there
will be no sitting of the House,

ary, Tuesday, the
been detailed as
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; Five days for the Debate on Governor’s Address, seven days for General
Discussion on the Budget and nine days for Voting on Demands for Grants
have been allotted,

Five days (full days) have been allotted for Private Members’ Business
and in addition Private Members’ Business will also be taken up on Friday,
the Ist April, Monday, the 4th April and on Tuesday, the 5th April, if

time permits.

I think the ti;ue so alloited will be sufficient and hon. Members will
take full advantage of it.

A copy of the Revised Provisional Programme is being circulated to
all Members.

I hope this has tilc approval of the House,

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, it is secn from this programme thatounly five days have been-allotted for
Private Members’ Business. Sir, in the past we have found that more than
hundred resolutions were moved by many hon. Members during the Budget
Session: but we could get no time to discuss all these important matters.
Hert in this present programme, Sir, the Business Advisory Committee has
allotted five days for Private Members’ Business and nine days for Voting on
Demands for Grants. Sir, this willbea very short period for the discussion
of all Private Members’ Business. Sir, I think, during this Budget Session
the hon. Members have submitted more than one hundred Resolutions but it
will not be possible to discuss. Sir, I want to draw your attention to another
important matter. Sir, on Private Members’ Business Day the order of
business is like this : Questions, Motions and then Resolutions. Sir,in the
past we have found that when Motions in the House were discussed we did
not get any time for Resolutions. So I would request you, Sir, to give
thought to it and some days for Private Members’ may be allotted for dis-
cussion of the Motions alone and some days for Resolutions.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) : Sir, I support the
contention of my hon. Friend b_hm Tarapada Bhattacharjee. Sir, we have
seen that Motions and Resolutions are placed on the same day. Sir, 1
want tosubmit that alternate days may be allotted for Private Members®
Business for discussion of Motions and Resolutions, and if need be a fow'
more days may be allotted. for Private Members’ Business.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Parliamentary
Affairs) : Sir, so far as the grievance that the Resolutions are not dis-
cussed in the House, for this, largely the hon. Members themselves are to
be blamed because under the Rules tl_lq Motton; get precedence over Reso-
lutions, and if the hon. Members mdwndually_m order to get preférence for
themselves choose to table Motions they thémselves decide that Motions
should get preference and Resolutions should not be discussed. Unfortu-
nately the suggestion that the Motions and Resolutions should be discussed
on alternate days cannot be accepted by the House for the simple reason
that’ our Rules provide for precedence far Motions., This objection can be

taken note of, There is 2 Committee alregdy set up by you, Sir, toamend the °
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COMMITTEE

Rules, and in this Committee the question to change the Rules in this behalf
can be considered. For the time being nothing can possibly be done.  Sir, T
know even in this Session therc are alarge number of Motions. It will
not be possible to discuss Resolutions if all these Motions are pressed.

I do not know how many of them you will find out of order ; what-
ever are admitted, if we lookto the past cxperience, it may not be possible
to discuss the Resolutions this time alzo unless and uatil the hon. Members
themselves decide notto press some of theic Motions. Two hon. Membezs
who have made this grievance, I understand, have im their names the
largest number of Motions.

Then coming to the next point, Sir, our Rules provide thatin a week
one day should be allotted to the Private Members® Business and . the
Business Advisory Committee has not in spirit infringed this rule. Five
days have been allotted; over and above 4th and 5th April will be devoted,
if time permits, for Private Members’ Business as well. In fact, in the
past, the Government never stood on the way of the Private Members®
Business being transacted on thedays alloted for Government. We have
never insisted on a pound of flesh ; we have had allowed the Private
Members to take up their business on Government days provided time
permitted. Sir, I shall discuss this matter with the Leader of the Housg
and I shall convey to you whether some more time can be allowed, if
time permits, for the Private Members® Business at the end of the Govern-
ment business. If thisis allowed then the hon. Members will get more

time for their business,

. Mr. SPEAKER: I quite appresiate the feeling of the hon. Members
who have advocated for some more days for Private Members® Business,
namely, taking up Resolutions and Motions.'_ I am alwavs of the opinion
that we should discuss matters leisurely and in greater details. But we have
certain limitation. The Session will be held upto 7th April and as many
Thursdays we have had, Private Members® Business will be taken up during
this period.  Unless our rules are amended, I am quite helpless to extend
the number of Private Members’ Business days.

Then about fixing separate days for Motions and Resolutions, Minister-
in-charge of the Parliamentary Affairs bas explained the position clearly.
But there is some discretion in the hands of the Speaker to give precedence
to Resoluticns to Motions and when any important I@csolution is wanted to
be moved by any hon. Member in preference to Motions I shall see toit. I
also quite agree with the Minister-in-charge of Parliameniary Affairs that
the Business Advisory Committce has done 1t8 best to accommodate the
Members. It is also to be realised that the discussion on Governor’s Address,
and General Discussion on the Budget are part of Private Members’ Business,
because in the course of discussion of the Governor’s Addressand General
- Discussion on the Budget the Members will get every opportunity to bring all
sorts of matters which they want to discuss regarding their constituency and
on the State as a whole. Therefore, I think the Business Advisory Committee’s
report m3y be accepted now and if the Members do not feel tired on
receipt of requisition after 7th April I shall call the Business Advisory
Commititee to consider whether sittings of the House may be extended for
private Members’ Business, for a day or two more (The Business Advisory
€emmittec’s Report was then accepted by the House),

e
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Debate on the Govermor's Address

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): I beg to move
that motion—¢That the Members of the Assam Legislative Assembly assem-
bled inthis Sessionare deeply gratelul to the Governor for the Address
which he has been pleased to deliver to this House on the 2lst Ecbruary
19665

Mr. Speaker : Sir, I commend this motion for the acceptance
of the House. In this connection I beg to make a few observations on the
Governor’'s Address.

Sir, as usual the Governor has addressed this House and in his brief
but very comprchensive Address he bas indicated all the problems .of this
State and he has also given indications.as to how these problems wiil be
solved for the best interest of the State and the Country. He begins his
Address recalling the tense atmosphere which prevailed in this country
when Pakistan made aggression in the Rann of Kutch and the massive
aggression in Kashmir. He has paid ttibute to our gallant Jawans and also
to the l=adership of our late lam-<nied Prime Minister by whasz leadership
the country was in 2 position to repulse the attack of Pakistan and also
enhance the prestige of our country.

Sir, the Governor has mentioned the different problems which our
State is facing. He hasrizhtly mentioned the inclusion of our ex-Finance
Minister in the Union Cabinet. Sir, so long our State was demanding that
some of our members should be taken in the Union Cabinet and we are very
happy that one of the members ol the Cabinet has been included in the
Union Cabinet with a very important port-folio. We are really proud of it.
We are confident that Shri Ali Ahmed who was an  eminent Minister in
this State will equally do well in All India level.

‘As regards the other problems which this State is facing, the most
importa 1t of them is the border problem. The Governor has been pledsed
to discuss this matter from two different aspects, one is the border problem
with Pakistan, and the other 1s Nagaland border. As regards the border
> .oblem with Pukistan our late Iamented Prime Minister eased the situation
>y signing the historic '}"asiﬂ;cnt Agreemeent. After this agreement our rela-
ionship iih P.aklst_am improved to some cxrtent, But as regards that with
Jagaland the situation has deteriorated. We feel very strongly for the incie
dents and depredation that _has l?c'cn ind ulged in by the Naga hostiles, " It is
not possible for the pr?a.(_:e-lovmg citizens to live unde; such constant threats to
life and property. Killing of human life and looting gf property are going
on and these must be stopped. We are not ai war with Nagaland. Evcr}.-
possible steps must be taken by the State Government and the Gentral
(Government to stop these mmdcn_ts.l We ars g{r?ateful to the Peace Mis jon
for the trouble it has _taken to bring peace in ~Nagaland.
Government of India to stop ta€ depredations indulge
Nagas on innoccent people.

We urge upon the
d in by the hostile

Sir, as regards the border situation with Pakistan the situation has
cased to some extent after the Tas,l.lkc;nt.dw!fiwuon~ Bat there remains a
menacing problem—the problem ol Pakistani infiliration. The Pakistani
infiltrator should not be allowed to re-enter and we feql that our Goverit-
ment should take stern meisures and cvery possible step o that the infltra-
tors cannot come again and the unauthorised Pakistan; infiltrator who are
still here will be deported expeditiously,




2ns  DIBATE ON TH GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS [22nd Feb.,

Then, Sir, the Governor has been pleased to refer tothe icnacing
problem of corruption, and has also informed the House that the Anti-
Coorruption Department has registered several cases and the persons
concerned have been brought to book. In  this connection I beg to
draw .the attention of our Qhu:f Minister and also the Government
“that though a Vigilance Commissioner has been appointed there has been
one intriguing fact thatiiin § SOmERECascs,’ I find, when some public
petitions were submitted to the Chief Minister with certain allegations
against some persons those were enquired into and the ersons concerned
e some cases were found guilty. But agaiost persons who submitted
the petitions cases have beea instituted in the law court. If this occurs
then this will discourage the people to submit such petitions in future
with allegations and thus the cocruptions will continue. Thercfore, Sir,
I feel that whenever there is any public petition drawing the attentim
of the Government to certain allezations then if afier enquiry such
allegations are found to be substantiated or other wing the persons who
submitted such petitions should not be harassed in any way by bringing
them to the law court because of the fact that they had the courage to
speak against the malpractices.

The Governor has also been pleased to refer to the welfare activities of
the people. Our Government has done everything possible to amelicraie
the condition of the people and to have betier standard of living for
them. In this connection I like to draw the attention to some facts. In
the rural areas one of the main amenities that is needed is medical aid
and sanitation. We find that though dispensaiies have been established in
the rural areasin most of such dispensaries there. are either no doctors
or thereis no adequate medicine. This matter should be looked into
very seriously. I want to cite onc instance: In my locality there isa
State dispensary at Guiya and for this only Rs.2,000 isgiven as grants
for the whole year for purchase of medicine, cqu,ipmcnt and to meet the
other expenditures of appliances, etc. I do not think how a dispensary can o
run with a petty amount of Rs.2,000 only for the whole year. lnsucha
dispensary where the average monthly ‘attendance “of patients comes to
1900 to 2,060 }hcr? is virtually no medicine and as a result the people
complain that in State dispensary people do not get medicine at all. The
doctor, compounder and Chowkidar are paid by the Government, but the
people do not get the service of the doctor for want of medicine in the dis-
pensary. So, Sir, the rural people are not getting the real benefit which they
are expected to derive. To get medical facilities the pight of sl
sidised despensaries are still worse in the rural areas; the people statt
such subsidised (dispensaries with their own efforts. They find out land,
construct buildings and appoint doctors and then the Government is
pleased to sanstion some subsidy by way of an allowance to the doctor
and for medicine. Butwe find, Sir, that in almost all the subsidised.
dispensaries doors are closed because of the fact that the allowance that
is sanctioned is absolutely inadequate, Now-a-days no doctor is available
at a_ mearge salary of Rs.125 p.m, to come to servein such a dispensary.
Smu.la_rly, Sir, a subsidy of Rs.40y a year to meet the expenditure ior the
medicine is very inadequate. Government was pleased recenily to take a
decision  to the effect that these dispensaries will be taken over
in a phased manner and to convert them into State dispensaries. But
becaude of the paucity of fund no subsidised dispensary has been taken
gver during the last three vears and due to this many people arc nog

——
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having medical facilities atall. Thevefore, Sir, I appeal to the Govern-
ment to ponder over this matterand to find out some solution’ whereby
some medical facilities can be provided in these areas.

The Governor has also been pleased to refer ‘to ! the ‘Planning
Commission’s cfforts to give more financial assistance to the hill areas.
We arc very happy to find that one of the msmbers of the Planning
Commission, Shri Tarlok Singh, has been moving in the hill - areas to
find out for himself the real  problems. and. what sort of. assistance arc
required in those areas. We feel that this has been a right step taken by
the. Commission. Unless' the under-developed areas-are brought to the
level of other areas of the State then the people living in those under-
developed areas  will have frustration. ‘Therefore,; Sir, it is a very
encouraging feature on the part of the Government of India to depute
one of the members o the Planning Commission to iind out what sort ot
assistance is required for thosz backward = areas. In this connection
also feel thatin the plains areas alsorthere are certain nockets of under-
developed arecas which should be taken up zlong with the case of
under-developed areas in the hills and they shonld be brought at pat with
other developed areas. Another factor is that in the Centrally adminis—
tered areas the per capita expenditure fixed by the Central Government
is much more higher than the amount which has been given to ' the
under-developed hill arcas and because of this there has beci: some amount
of dissatisfaction among the « peopla.  Wheaever any arca ig directly
adminisiered by the Centre then the psr-capita expenditure becomes
much higher'than in other areas.. Therefors, Sir, itiy 1o be noted that
atthe time of ailocation of fund for development. of under-develops
areas the same criterion for the| Centrally administered areas and other
backward areas should be applied ¥ '

icultural pro:luction

The Governor has been pleased to refer to agti
also. When the whole country is facing 2 serions food ~shortage our
State has so far heen free from this to some extent. Last year our
harvest was good, last year also our Ahu crop was fairly pood,  but Sali
crop was not very satisfaciory. This vear we do not know how the State will
face in this respect. Lut, Sir, I fecl that though our State Government has
pz.ocured a very good amount of Pad(!Y through .lh? i.n‘;-op'(-:rauvca 1f° 18
unfortunate that in certain pockets the price of* paddy 15:very high.

= Zoleai
The other day, that is, on the 14th and 15th [ had been to .KOA!&_]hg.f
. that area haus gone up to Rs, 20

and ¥ was told that the price of paddy -in ; T
to Rs. 22 per maund. Sir, Kokrajharis a 1ice growing a'cs g_nd xlt}_%s h
surplus ared and so I do not know the reasen why at _tILxS PSE”O }:1 which is
not a lean period, the price of paddy should go s0- hlg..‘. f;), this Irfa.ttcr
should be carefully enquired into to find out why there nas cen s;ucn an
abnormal rise in the prece of paddy even at this ptfl‘l’?d though the I_e-'.m
months are still ahead. I would, therefore, request our 1S“PPIY Minister
to take a note of this fact and think out _mcasurcs a5 to How to cope with
the situation if the situation farther deteriorates. ' ,

Then, as segards supply of seed I was told in the Kokrajhar maeeting that

PR S b . ¥
thzare has been a good endeavour on the part ot the L.u!uiv’ff-t irs Lo switch over
h Ahu cultivation in that area and

to Ahu caltivation, =~ Thers was nob muc

therefore the cultivators wanted see They told me t_hat some tricks

carrying seedsfrom Nalbari area while going to Kokrajhar were seized
carrying secds were are

and detained by the Sapply staff and the persons wer
rested under D). I. Rules, although the amount of sceds was requisitioned

by the Agriculture Depariment Viself: and there was an Agrisultural Officer
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in the truck. The matter has been brought to the notice of the Government,
I feel, Sir, that some amount of latitude should be shown in this regard so
that the persons carrying seeds are not obsuucted and they are provided
with easy transit permits.

'Then, Sir, as regards the problem of'seed supply I would request the
Agriculture Minister and the Government to give publicity that the culti-
vators should not depend entirely on the supply of seed by Government.
During the last szasonn when we were appealing to our cultivators to switch
over to Rabi crop we were telling them ‘you try to cultivate such and such
crop, seeds and fertilizer will be made available by the Government’. Wiih
this hope the culiivators went ahead but at the time of the need the Depart-
ment failed to supply the seeds to the extent they wanted. Asa matter of
fact I also feel that Covernment cannot supply the entire quantity of sceds
that may be required by the cultivators. Therefore, I feel that in every
Anchalik Panchayat or Block Development areas ihere should be a seed
multiplication farm. Some farms are already the:e but they are not func-
tioning to our satisfaction. These farms and the registered seed growers
should be made effective and from the registered s-cd growers and the farms
secd should be made available, Now, the Goernment has taken a step
that in every Anchalik Panchayat and Block Dev clopment areas there will
be a seed store and the seeds that may be requice! by that locality for a
particular crop will be stored there znd supplied in time, :

Then, Sir, asregards Rabi crops one v ry unforiunate thin
pened. The cultivators out of patriotiim and due 10
vegetables in fairly large areas, anc row ! find {1
ing facilities there isa slumpin the price of their yicld. Then again the
pricc is not uniform. In certain areas the price of cabbage and cauli-flower
is 4 annas {o 5 annas per Kg and in other 2 eas the brice is about Rs. 1-5Qp
and soon. Sir, whenever we encourage our cultivators to grow more, the
Agriculture Department should also iry to provide marketing racil’ilies
Unless there is marketing facilities ‘_chcrc will be frustration on e ar’t
of the grower: and they cannot be induced to suffer another lpsg in pthe
next year. Therefore, Ifeel that therc should be collection centres and
from these centres vegetables way be taken out and supplied to other are
where they can fetch a good price. T heq, Sir, i_n Assam we have got ]aras
numbec of Military personnel and their requirements of vegetables se
supplied by the contractors and Ir am told that the contractors br‘?l:;
vegetables from Behar and so on. Why cannot we induce the contractors to
purchase vegetables from the local markets and growers and supply to the
Military ? T feel that this problem should be tackled properly.

g has hap-
propaganda they grew
t due to lack of market-

Then for preservation of perishable vegetables like potato, Government
has decided to have cold storage. Ifeel that at least in every Subdivision’
we should have a cold storage so that the vegetables can be preserved there
for some time at least.

Then, Sir, the Governcr was pleased to refer to our flood control and
irrigation problems and he informed the House about the magnitude of the
problem and the huge expenditure that will be required to complete the
project to have effective control and adequate irrigation facilities. In this
connection I feel that the embankments that have already beer. constructed
have not adequate number of sluice gates and there should be more sluice
gates. Even the sluice gates that have been constructed now, due to
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various reasons flood water does not drain out in proper time. The Depart-
mental officers should be instructed to keep the gates open during the
floods so that the flood water may be allowed to percolate to the paddy
fields.

Sir, the Governor has also referred to the Jawuna irrigation schems which
is likely to benefit huge areas of land. In this co nection I would like to
say that Sukla irrigation project was taken up long aso and the amount
was also sanctioned, but the work has not yet started. I think the schieme was
taken up in the Second Plan and now the Third Plan is going to be out.
Even then during such a long period the project could not be started.
Thercfore, something should be done to starc it immediately.

Sir, the Governor was also pleased to mention about our road develop-
ment schemes. Sir, we have taken »p a number of roads, but I find that
last year and alse year before last no substantial worl: had heen done
on roads, Whenever we approached Minister concerned, we got the reply
that there was no [und, that the fund that was allocated, had been substan-
tially cat and that due to lack of funds, the roads have been left incomplete.
But ia this connection, Sir, I fecl thatthe roads that were stacted, due to
non-completion of the bridges and culverts, the earthwork that was done on
the roads has Dbeen washed away rendering the expenditure alveady incurred
on those roads infructuous. So I think that the bridges and culveris should
be taken up urgently so that the portions of the roads that were laid down
may be utilised properly. Further I would like to peint out that the road
accidents have increased very much recently. Suitable measnres will have to
be taken so that the road accide s may be put under check.

The Governor has been plezsed to mention as regards the industrial
development of our Statc and also abotut the various reasons for which this
State has nct been able to develop industrially up tiil now and he has given us
the hope that many industrics will be coming up based on forest produce. But,
Sir, I fecl that in respect of the various forest Dased industries, we have got
only the Board Industry. [n Upper Shillong there has been fairly good erowth
of wattle and this wattle is a very useful item: for tanx}ing of leather. Every
year India as a whole has had to import huge quantity of wattle barks and
extracts for tanning purposes at the cost of considerable foreign exchange,
but if this wattle can be grown and exploited uhere by eswablishing a factory
here, then a huge amount of foreign exchange will be saved and I feel
that Assam will prosper very m!:lch from fOl‘BSt products. Then another
important factor we have to take into account is the requirement of torest
produce by the Aym'vedic D.xsp_ensancs and Ayurvedic College. I was told
by the Ayurvedic College Principal that he referred to the Forest Depart-
ment as regards the availability of certain forest herbs. But the Forest
Departaent of our Government could not furnish this injormation to the
College although such iaformation has been supplied by the Tripura
Government and the Manipur Government.  Our forests are rich in medi-
cinal herbs and if these herbs can be properly utilised then our Ayurvedic
College will be selfesuflicic nt and will be very much useful for the State. In
this regard I feel that there should be co-ordinaiion between our Forest
Department and the Ayurvedic College for supply of such medicinal herbs
and also for their cultivation.
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The Governor bas been pleasedd further to refer to the expansion of
education in our State. We have got two Umiversities in the State, but, Sir,
i feel that tne number of institutions themselves does not mean the real
expansion of educativn and quality of education. Lhere has been some

- amount of dissatisfactior. among tic hon. Membe:s and among our people
as regards the distribution of grant to educational iastitutions. There has
not been any wnilprme standard. I feel, therciore, wiat as we have got a
Committee, that is the Committes perhaps haaded by the Education Secree
tary including the Divector of Fublic Instruction and so oun for the, purpose
of granting of loans, etc, to various educational instiiutions, so also I feel that
sueh a  Corumittee should be set up with the School Inspestors—I do pot
think that this Cummittee should comprise officials and non-officils ; I would
rather suggest that this Committee be forued with officials for different zones—

and that Commitice will examine the position :egarding the necessity and
priority for necessary grunts. . There will be some uniform standard to be
followed for considering grants to varicus institutions, and there will not he
auy discrimination asis the case now. Sir, Liere also we are told that even
some Lower Primary Schools received grant of Rs, 80.000 while some
schools have not received any. So, Sir, plenty of provisions for some insti-
tuliUIlS and want Dfl)l‘ij\"j.ﬁio‘is for otiker l'ltcd), ]'_n;;‘i[utiuns is not the crite™
rion for expansion of education ; oasis of plenty inthe desert of privation
causes dissatisfaction due to discrimination. :

I donot wantto prolong myspeech, The Governor was pieased to
indicate the difficrent aspects ol the problemns though he has not sucgested
solutions ior all of taemi, He has shiown the | roblemsto the House for our
discussion and I hope the hon. Members will have the opportunity to discuss
each and every problem and give their suggestions for their solution. But I
feel, Siv, that the Governor’s Address need not be and should not be very
much comprehensive to the extent that 1t should inciude all the items and
departments.  Some hon. Members have alieady said that tiis Address is
very short that it hasnot even touched all the problems, But I feel rather
the other way that tlie Governor has rightly emphasised the basic proble ms
of thie State and the indications how the solutions are to be found out. and he
has rightly expected the l\.’i:m;)u'.'..‘, of the House to give their valual;le sug-
gestions. With these few words I commend the inotion for the acceptance of
the House and I hope that tic aaendments that hive been added to my
Moation, may kindly be withdrawn.

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA (Nalbari East) : Mr. Speaker
Sir, I am going to sccond the ~Jdotion moved by my {rjen, M : qos“;a'n% Sir’
I congratulate the Governor for his Address. ‘This Address ha's ;:overe 5 a.. o é
range of subjects, 2¢z. political, cconomic and social. The Gt =N
cannot be expected to be converted 1nto ress

an EHCyclo aedi e :
= 3 . B - ia Britan a. H
in this pacticulars Address the most strikiag Dra.blgm of the Sltal.ltl;has b:;z

touched by the Governor. The most striking feapure of o Adiie
noic he has meitioned about the unity i (he Sk e r?u—' ‘lesillslt e
Emergency. Here Assam never had witnessed guch linit ~‘aL;I:Ing the aﬁ
harmony as it wasfoand in the last Emergency. Here o YXQ commun

was eager to save the integrity ofthe State and the s 05185‘311?1 everyone
our State of Assam felt that it was united and oy S*tatn tial as well zlzs
demonstrated that seuse of unity and integrity by jts COnte‘b as amply
Detence Fund to the tune of Rs.67 lakhs. The Members nf thi;ihutlon ;_113 the
in September last had to leave the Assembly for WOl‘i&ing o 33}- o;;g
they got their whole-hearted co-operation and support fop the ?fx;gzsurcs
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taken up by the Goverament for fighting the enemv. Now, Sir, the
Governor has rightly mentioned about vur former Finance . . inister. . He
‘was very capable in steering the finance of our State and we cannot but
recall his meritorious services to the development and posterity of the State.
More particuiarly it reminds vs of the dark days of the language < sturbances
when Assam was going to be lowered in the eye; of India, it was Shri
Ahmed due to his remarkable courage znd wise statesmanship who saved
the face of Assam. We wish him Godspeed in his new assignment. The
Governor has given some hints about the security of our State. Sir, it is
a matter of grave concern that up till now, since April, we have lost about 55
lives due to the acciderts caused in the railway tracks, more particularly,
it has become a regular feature with the Naga hostiles’ depredations ; some
murders, kidnapping, looting and forcible collection. of taxes a:e the order
of theday. We do not find any rarallel in the history of Assam what we
have seen to-day in the border of Assam and Nagaland. ~ We do not know
who is at fault buat it is the duty of the Staie to give adequite secnurity to
the life and property of the people.” So, in this respect, I will only request
our Leader of the House to carry on the talks with the State of Nagaland
how these things can be stopped. It would be of course'out o’ place on my
part to suggest in onc way orother lo approach the Nawa hostiles because
I do not know what will be the political implications even if the approach
is made to the hostile Nagas directly. In the face of their demand tor a
separate independent State they may indirectly demand recognition of
their federal Guverament as they used to claim. :

Sir, the Governor has dealt at length with the progress and growth
-nade in agriculture in cur State wherein he has stated that it is
gratifying to note that agricuitural production continues to show stability
and growth. This is, no doubt, a very lieartening news.  We also very
often hear that our State is surplus o far {~ods(uff is concerned. If that is
so, I do not know why it would mot be out of place to suggest to the
Govermment to extend its helping hand to Kerala which s facing starvation
and scarcity. That would be an act of boun'y on our part. This would
be in consonance with the appeal that has been made by the Prime Minister
of India to hglp Kerala in their hour of need. Sir, a(}c‘_)fding to the infor-
mation furnished by the Government as regard, growth of agriculture, we
get a piciure ol diticrent kind. if we deal with the pericd from 1951 to
1961, that is for a decade, about food produ ction, we come across other rice
growing areas wherein it has been showa that the All India average annual
increase is 20 10 50 Bg. per hectare and the average annual yiell of
rice so far Assam is concerned is 45 Kg during the same period, so, Sir, ...

1

Mz, SPEAKER : Wherefrom yon

are reading ?

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA: From the Assam Information,
November Issue, 1955. So, Sir, if this figure as published is correce, I hope
it 18 correct, because it is done by the Government, then it clearly shows
that we are much behind the All India average in the field of production
becausc. the All India figure is 20 to 50 Ky whereas the figure so far as
Assam is concerned  is only 4'5 Kg per hectare during that period, namely,
1951 to 1961. So, I will only request the i

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture) :
May I know the hook’ Si[% = . (‘ nister, Ag t )
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Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA : I am referring to the Assam
Information of November Issue, 1965. So, Sir, I will only request the
Government that whatever is done up till now will not encourage us
neither it will be hopeful cne in the matter of growing rice. Then, Sir,
co far as our grographical area in Assam 1s concerned, as in the year
1950-61, the total area is about §5.8 million acres cut of which 7.4
million acres were not Aavailable for cultn'atmr} because these areas are
m-iniy hilly and rugged areas. Then 14.2 million acres are covered by
forest. Now. 14 L million acres are laad available for cultivation, and out
of this 14.2 million acre of cultivable land up till now the area covered
by crops grown is about 5.4 million acres  as has bpcn &:-hown. ‘SO
the balance remains at about 8.8. million acres which is open lor
cultivation. I am not geoing to accuse the Govcrnment: But what [ want
to suggest is this In view of they fact that there is enough scope for
expansion of cultivation, | w_'oul_d request the Government to bring the
area under cultivation by scientific method, 2iz. by irrigation projects
also. Now. Sir, the All India average of land available for cultivation
is 60.2 per cent whereas 1t Assam, out of the total area of grographical
land only 39.4 per ceat is available for cultivation. So fa- as Assam is
concerned, we do not get enough land for cultivation as in other States
in India. So,under thege circumstances, my submission is this that when
3.8 million acres are stitl availa_blc for_cultivation, these should be brought
under cultivation.  But how, Sz

Sir, there is nof suflicient land reform intreduced in our State although
there is Ceiling Act. There has not been adequate amount to meet the
needs of the cultivators. Land should go to the actual tillers of the soils
Unless it is done and Adbiar system 15 done with, the position will not im-~
prove. What T would like to suggest is that Government should carefully
think over the matler how best they can enthuse tne cultivators to orow
more and more, which can be done by giving land to the tiller of th soil
and secondly by giving encouragement as they deserve. Becaus- they are
sufering from manv handicaps They find it difficult to get a pair of bullock
for wihich they have to go the money-lenders. So. if we can provide them
money to buy bullocks and other Imp!cmen'_s and at the same time land
which are lyihg waste to the landless cultivators, surely we c¢in expect better
produce from them. g

Sir, another draw back in our State is natural calamities like floods and
draughts. Itisa commcn feature that‘ﬂOOdS _and draughts occur every year
in our State. According to Governmeht estimation, the Camageis to the
tune of five million acres. S50, every ycar what the cultivators have produccd
is taken awav rushlessly by floods., Solong floods visit our State, we can-
not expect to grow more and'we cannot encouiage our cultivators even by
giving money and land. This at'nosphere can be removed by better method
of flond control measures. To stop the floods what measures Government
have taken so [arare nothing but only stop-gap mecasures. It is not a
permanent measure.,  Althoughin the Governor’s Address it is mentioned
that Rs.31] crores wou'd be spent for embankments for prevention of floods
wewonder how this money could be made available, I have macde some’
observation that through the agency of the Ceniral Government we must et
the money even byway ofloan so that we may raise permanent umb";];-
ments and take other necessary measures. As for cxample, Multi-Purﬁ ose
River Valle;r Projects. Last time when the Finance Minister a.pproac%éd
the Ceniral Goverament they promised to send sume experts. Bug up iill now
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whether thereis an attempt to control the floorls in our State is not known to
us. So far we know up till now nothing has raterialised. So, in this respect
our Government should give a serious th ought and find out ways 2nd means
to solve the problem. About raisine embankment, my friend Shri Goswami
has rightly mentioned about a good number of embankments which are not
properly maintained. Apart from that he referred to some allegation about
construction of embankment. Sir, embankments are constructed to stop
floods, but instead of stoppine floods they have invited floods. They have
taken up Barbhogia area where the work is prosressing very slow. <ur Re-
venue Minister knows it very well and our Agriculture Minisier was pleassd
to visit the area in 1962. Apartfrom that many representaiions have
be=n made bsfore the Agriculture Minister and the Ghief Minister. This
area is the most thickly populated rural area in the who'e of India. These
people are always the victim of floods, They arecrying, but up till row nothing
has been done. So, I saggast to the Governm nt, as my fiirnd Shri Goswami
did that even in the plain area there are certain arcas which 2re und eveloped,
So, Government should give more attention to those areas. We must not
igno.e the inhabitants of thos: areas. They sometimes leel insulted that
our Government have paid no heed to their grievances. -

Sir, the rate of grow:-h of our population is increasing. The rate of
growth of nur food stuff must be more than the rate of growth of population.
Our population, at present, would f_)e about 138 lakhs by 1966 at the rate of
3:43 p.c. per annum growth. At this growth we have to our credit about 133
lakhs of people. In 1961 our population was 118 laklis. So, during last fivs
years we have added 20 lakh mouths. So, we cannot directly accuse our
Agriculture and Food Minister. If we want more food, o. course, we must
produce less mouths. So, Sir, there are 20 lakhs of mouths within the span
of five years. So, unless we pay nrore attention to grow inore food and at
the same time. as our Governor has suggested in his Address, to adopt
measures fur family planning, we carnot solve the problem.

Now, Sir, my friend Shri Goswami has touched something about educa-
tion. I also tully endorse his visws., But, S}l‘, P!'aC’chll'j' half of our popula-
Our Government are showing more favour (o the males at-

tion is females. I r
T am accusing Government for that,

the cost of femnales.

So far our female education is concerned, it is Pl‘ot‘chin; at A Shades
pace. No progress whatsoever has h’csn made‘: 1\‘{[;13,- I be allowed. 23 ete
an instance as to what Goverrgmeflt has done :'orﬂt‘m cause of female educa-
tion ? In 1964, a Girls’ H._E. School was starf;ed in the village of Barkuriha.
It has got very good buildings-atan Pijel LRI s 2is0° got recognition
of the D. P. I, Government of Assam. Although, it has got the
olment of the girls upto Class IX from 1964 to 1966 mnot
a single pie in form or by way of f‘u(’tmem has t_JC"u"l‘- granted in favou:
of thig instifution. In an area with a population of 36,000 in that
mouza one Girls’ School was started in 1964 but till to date not a singic
farthing has been given to this institution. Is it the encouragement of the
Government for the cause of female education when not o single gis b

Grant-in-aid or Adhoc.......cc.e00ee e

shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chisf M3 afgtf‘.r} : What is the
name of that School ?

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA : Barkurtha Girls’ H.E. School,

required enr
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Now, Sir, the Oil' and, Natural ‘Gas Commission, 35 doing }:rvork at
Sibsagar Region. Its headquartcss are at aibsagaér as well as at Pe da. ]:)unci
It is expected that the second refinery at Assam ta‘i‘f ma bf jRLarte gb?{l
from the available figures it can b2 cxpected that & (ﬁbd N Y DOSES ility
for a second refinery in Assam. The first refinery we had to get at cnormous
cost and sacrifice. I think, it would be meet and proper on th? part of
Govern:ent to make plain before the FGentraI }=0V61‘nm€nt that the sg‘.cond
refinery should be started in the State of Assam pecause. we isee that in the
next Five Year Plan we are given only two industries—one paper II_TdUSer
and the other is the cement indusiry: To call Major Industries, this State

is deprived of, as the Governor has rightly }}i{ﬁﬁd in his Address, So, we are
left with only two industries for the comng LLvE Year Plan. Now we have
got the chanc: to demand fron: the Gentral Government that we want .the
second refinery in Assam. I am speaking 8 the House with all the emphasis at
my command that there is another picture of the whole siory. Industries
are growing and it is hoped that ey Ywﬂl grow, more and more, but for
whom these industries are meant, for the children of the soil or it is meant
for the children outside the State P What is the primary object ? Is it to
give employment io the children of the_soil or making it a moon-land for
the people from outside the State ? It is very sad to learn from the newspaper
reports that so far as the Sibsagar d:sjf:rxct is concerncd, under this Com-
mission, Sir, the applicants for Third grade and Fourth grade employment are
granted interviews not here in Assam but at Dehra Dun and our Assamese
contractors have not been given confract. Cou_tracts are given to men who
are not Assamcse.  The saddest part of the thing is that the Government of
Assam, as it is reported, asked the Subdivisional Officer to collect figures
from the Commission &s o how many Jocal people have been cmployed
there in the industry, but the reply rceeived was not figures but insult. I
pa.rticulariy request the Chief Minister (o ]ook_ nto the matter to see how
such things could happen and why the Commission aud the officers did not
cure at all to pay any heed to the request (_af the Government of Assam on
whose merey the industry war;.gm.ntcd in ~ibsagar. Sor such state of affairs
1 do not see any utill._.y‘ in hzwmg mdumrucs in the State of Assam, 1 will
be failing in my duty if some main dmwan}_:ks of the State are not taken into
considera ion, oiz., it is gratiiying to nOLf:‘ that Government of Assam on
various occasions have requested the Central Government to grant us broad
gauge lice up to Gauhati. Funher more Assam Government has submitted
s memorandum to the Central Government for a canal from Ganga to
Brahmaputra, We hope, Sir, that Government will make efforts again to
bring home these burning problems of the poor State—a frontier State like
Assam and we hope to sec these things shoyld be materialised in no distant
+ime. With these few words 1 second the motion moved by Shri Goswami,

Mz, DEPUTY SPEAKER 3 Yes, Mr. Barbaruah, please move your
amendments.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, in the motion of thanks maoved by Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami
relating to the Governor’s Address the following may be added:

“This Assembly regrets that the Govemor’s Address fails to give a clear
indication of the following,—

(a) The state of emergency which was proclaimed during the war and
the D. 1. Rule: framed theveunder are being systematically used throughout
the country with a view that the fundamental rights and elementary civil
liberiies are being trampled ; :

(b) No sincere attemapt has haen made to solve the conflict with other

neighbouriag countries in the light of the Tashkent Declaration,

Pl e
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(¢) adequate measures are not taken to ensure safety for the life and
property of the people of the State ;

3
(d) the economic policy of the Government is not divected to raise the
standard of living of the common people and to fix a minimum standard;

(e) even arter a decade and a halfof planned development the great
bulk of the people whether in towns or in villages are undergoing extreme
hardships due to scarcity and inordinately high prices of food grains and
other essential commodities ;

(f) no tangible progress has been made to solve the unemployment
problem and to establish the society on democratic socialism.

Sir, the Governor in his specech which he delivered yesterday has
dealt with many things, but some important things are not mentioned
by him. I think he has no! intentionally dropped all these matters. For
all this the Governor is not responsible, but the Ruling Party and the

_Departments are responsible, for that because they have not supplied to him
sufficient data and 'nformation. Sir, I have also heard very patiently the
speeches of the hon. Members, Shri Goswami and Shri Sarma. I thank
them. They have dealt with many things and they have also criticised the
policy of the Government in such a way that I am astonished why they
have not crossed the floor. Sir, as I said earlier for: many reasons the
Governor’s speech could not satisly me. 'I:herefore, I had to move the
amendment. Sir, at the very outset I would like to say why this emergency
and the Defence of Tndia Rules framed thereunder are not withdrawn as
yet. Declaration of emergency and prox_nulgz.niml. of the Defence of India
Rules are special provisions to meet special situations. This declaration of
emergency was justified when our country’s borders were invaded by China
in 1962, This was also justified when our country had to plunge in war
against Pakistan because Pakistan had since invaded our territory. But
now, Sir, the situation is calm and quiet. After the signing of the historic
declaration the sitvation has come down to normalcy. (A4 poices “What
about the Chinese problem ?*) 1 am coming to that problem. Sir, now
communication is restored, flights by both countries over the air space of hoth
countries resumed. This is indicative that the things arc being normalised,
and within a few days, if something untowar‘d do&s‘ not happen, everything
will come down to the normal state. Therefore, Irom the side of Pakistan
after tius great'agreement th¢_rC can be no d:).qger. Sir, 1 ow let us come to
the other side, i. ¢., China. So far as Chirg 15 concerned, even now China
is making a military pose, but it seems that this 18 something like a chronic
itch. If our neighbour _behavcls n Squ} a way, 1_f our neighbour does not
like to live peacefully with India, should we mainiain this emergency for
an unlimited period ? This is the question before all of us, Sir, the Chief
Ministers of different States met Logczther under the Chairmanship of our
Home Minister and this matter was C!ISCUSSCCI; but the Chief Ministers have
given a further lease to the life of this emergeney and the Defence of India
Rules. I think, Sir, the Defence of India Ru](.’.s and this emergency will
reiai beyond the “pericd of the coming election. Nir, wise leaders have
given their opinion that this State of emergency should be withdrawn, Even
in the Press and Platforms we have .hcard that no further life should be givei
to this emergency and that the Defence of India Rules should be scrapped.
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Sir, one leading paper of Assam, the dssam Tribune, in its editorial of 15th
February remarked like this : '
<But the question is whether the factthat China has maintained its
aggressive posture, is sufficient justification for extending the period of emer-
gency. India’s trouble in the North has by now become a trouble of
chronic itch, There is no prospect of its being eased in the forseeable future.
But while the differences of the country must be fully geared to the task of
dealing effectively with any fresh onslaught from the North, if it is ever
unleashed, the country cannot afford to bein a state of emergency in antici-
pation of eventuality and in the process keep the rule of lawin abeyance.
Such a course will not only reverse the course of derocracy in this country
but also creats honest doubts abroad about our democratic pretensions.

The arm of law, even as it is, is both long and strong enough to deal
with any threats arising from any.”

Sir, I do notintend to dwell on this. Again, Sir, the “Shillong Observer’
also writes in its editorial of the 15th February thus—

«Ifthe relation of the country with her neighbours is not absolutely
normal, if a neighbour is known to harbour evil design against the country,
there needs must be preparedness to face any eventuality. And it is not
disputed that a country like ours, surrounded' by so many neighbouring
countries, may have to face some troubles now and then, in spite of our
endeavour to avoid such a possibility. After all in international reiation
friendship is always understood with a particular connotation and hence
even if the relation ofthe country were normal at a given time, the Govern-
ment would not have been free from the obligation of building up an indepen-
dent defence machinery that could meet any sudden turn and twist in the
country’s relation with another country. This does not require perpetuating
the state of national emergency or arming the Executive with blanket
powers.”

Sir, can we not prepare against China without keeping this emergency
and D.I.R ? Whynot? Sir, when the situation remains in this way IIE)
sensible person will allow this state of emergency to remain for ever. LT
know what is the purpose behind it. What is that purpose ? because the
Government during the last few years failed in many aspects. For instance
it has failed to feed the country. S0 far as production is concerned thi;
country is always begging from door to door from other countries. So far
as price of commodities is concerned, it is daily rising. Therefore, there are
some popular movement and whatever happened in Kerala we cannot bla:ne
the people of Kerala. After 3 plans the Government cannot feed the DEOI;le
Ther fore the people are forced by necessity to move against the Government
and the . I R, i= kept to suppress them. This is the purpose behind thjg
emergency. About 2000 people are detained without trial under the D, 7.
in Tndia. Secondly, our Electionis not far. It is at a distance of abgyg
Jess than one year, so every Person or cvery political party should be given
full opportunity to focus their opinion and to criticise the ‘Government
policy. All people should be made free to express their OpPINION. They
chduld be allowed to say and express their own opinion, if any one criticjses
about the purpose of war with Pakistan whether the purpose wgq
to conquer Pakistan or to liberate certain areas which have been occupied
by Pakistan or to weaken the Pakistani force. Soa.e people might like the
Tashkent declaration, I hail it, but some may reserve their opinion. The
may question many thing on the Tashkent declaration. But D.LR. is there
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so stop them. They will be put inside the Jail. In a democracy every
people belonging to political parties should be given full opportunity by
withdrawing this state of emergency before and during clection time.

Secondly, Sir, the Governor in his Address has mentioned that law and
order situation is fairly satisfactory. He has said that overall law and order
situation in the State has been fairly satisfactory. But in the next part he
has contradicted his earlier statement. He has said —‘Our border with Pa-
kistan as frequently in the past was disturbed. Apart from incidents involv-
ing the usual kidnapping, cattle lifting and theft there was unprovoked firing
in the Govindapur sector of Karimganjin the Lathitilla Dumabari area and
from the middle of October, 1965 in the Chatrasal area ot Goalpara District.
I donot understand how kidnapping and setting fire are outside the law
and order. This is the opinion of an hon. Member who is representing
one lakh people.

Myr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Barbaruah, there should not be any
insinuation.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: Then again, Sir,
itis statad inthe next page—“On the Nagaland border, encroach-
ment into our forest areas, kidnapping of persons, forcible collection
of taxes and food stuffs were reported on various occasions. There
were two cases of sabotage. In the first case on the railway line
near Silchar on April 29 two saboteurs themselves were blown up. In
another case at Selenghat on July 23 a passenger train was derailed, resulting
in thedeath of eleven passengers and injuries to many. Hostiles also fired
at a passenger train near Dhansiri Railway station killing three and injuring
twelve persons. There have also been fancounters_between hostiles and
security forces at Nivang, Jinamghat, Thingjee and Leike. On January 7,
the hostiles attacked our Thingjee post In streng_th using mortars. Three
police men lost their lives and two were seriousl'y J_njured. In January and
February of this year there have been seven, incidents of varying degrees
ofseriousness involving Naga hostiles.” This is the situation of law and
order which is said to be a satisfactory one. Sir, last year so many deaths
were there due to the outbreak of cholera. If cholera, breaks out the
Government cannot check it. The people die hke_an)'thiﬂg- Again, Sir,
if Cholera breaks out in Darrang, Allah or Almighty God knows how
many lives will be taken by this dreadful cholera this year again.

Then, Sir, the people cannot go to the meeting place to hear the lecture
of our leader. In Tinsukia special trains were used. to carry people, loud
speaker was used to announce to assemble in the meeting ground in the Sports
Stadium. Exit was very narrow, only 7 feet wide. Between 50 thousand
to one lakh people assembled there and due to this narrow exit the people
met with stampede death.

This is the situation of law and orderin the country. This is the first
time in the history of the world perhgps thatsuch an incident like the one
~in Tinsukia has happened. Then, Sir, subseq11ent13, there has been a train

disaster that took place between Farkating and Kamarbandha stations.

By purchasing tickets the passangers gave money to the Government as well
as lives. Time bombs were placed there, but nobody was there to look into
this and as a result more than 38 persons had to die and about 50 persons
met with serious injuries. This is Jaw and order.
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The Governor dealt with the Naga trouble. I also say that the Peace
Mission has done well and so this Peace Mission should be welcome. This
Peace Mission has at least succeeded in bringing the hostile Nagas and the
Government of India to the table. Now the negotiation is proceeding and
we hope that the Nagas will remain with India. Anything the Nagas
demand should be conceded to by the Government of India on the condi-
tion that they are willing to remain in India.

Let me now, Sir, pass on to the next point. There is no living stan-
dard in our society worth the name. In India there arc some people who
are living like gods in heaven and whose amenities and other privileges
are in abundance. But there arc some people who, as is known to the
Government, cannot afford to spend even four annas a day. Here in
Assam, in reply to a certa’n qucstion, it has been known that there are
about 27,000 beggars in our State.  Are they not the citizens of India ? I
do not know whether our Government has taken up this matter. Here
in India about 22 per cent of familits have 1o land and 47 per cent of
them have got land less than 3 bighas ; if you vo to the side of the Brahma-
putra at Gauhati you will find, Sir. that some people live in :mall houses
or huts and you will also find what standard of living they are maintain-
ing. Are they not our people ¥ These are the qucsiions before the
Government and all of us. At least some standard of life be fixed by
giving them some sorts of amcnities and facilities by thc Government.
I do not like to go further on this point, but this much I say that here in
Assam and in every State in India lakhs of people are found to be main-
taining their lifelike animals.

1 now pass on to the next point. The prices of essential commoditieS
are rising up and scarcity of food is felt everywhere. ILast year the pr.ce
of paddy rose up to Rs.45 per maund in Goalpara. This year too we
found when we had been to Goalpara that the price of paddy was
rising up to Rs.25 per maund even now. At Simaluguri rice is sold at
Re.1°25 per Kg. It is said by the Government that th?: crop position of
last year and this year too is very goed. Ido not think so. I had been
to many places of Assam Valley and found that this year the padd
prospect is not good. I do not know about the condition in. the Cachar
district. The prospect of other crops like potato is also not vood and j
is due to a certain di:seasc. This is why I say the Gr;vermnenbt should blt
cautious for the coming year. Our country is an agricultural country 'mr[;.
in spite of this we have to beg for food from foreign countries. Last 5
the Government had to import food grains fromy America and ost’far
countries to the tune of abou.t Rs.141 crores, Sincg our iﬁdepelldencc 1€r
have been importing food grains from other countries. This year we are aq‘f‘_’e
proposing to purchase food grains from Thailand, from Burma, from Rug:‘ 3
from America, from U. K, and other countiies. Though we are proud ]ai“
India which is a rich country so far as natural resources are ccnc:erneg
yet India is a poor country so f'qr as food position is concerned. Indiz;
stands first so far as tea production is concerned, India stands seconq
so far as paddy production is concerned, India stands second so far as tobaceq
production is concerned, India stands first so far as sugarcane production
is concerned and it stands second so far as juteis concerned, Pakistap
being first in this respect. And vet, Sir, our people are hungry..

In Russia the people who give birth to more babies get reward but here '

we are doing family planning. Sir, I do notlike to deal with this matter
because here are some people who are ‘dhani’ (rich). T leave this matter
for self-introspection. Examine yourselves, :
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Now, Sir, under P. L. 180 we are importing foodgrains. My suggestion
Is this thatin Assam we are facing a great danger from the mighty Brahma-
putra. Our Government have taken up this matter with the Flood Control
Commission for controlling Brahmaputra, but how far our Government
have advanced in this rezard we have not been told and our Governor has
not also mentioned anything about this in his Address. This much I say
that anyhow Brahmaputra should be controlled. In this respect I would
summarise my suggesiion into twelve points, inso far as production and
distribution is concerned, and tuese are as follows: — -

(I) All cultivable fellow lands, whether held by Goverament or held by
the local bodies should be distributed amongst the agricultural labourers
Iree of cost. The proposal to give these lands to the Joint Stock Companies
should be stopped. Our Ministers have committed in many places that the
landless people will be provided with land. For instance in Dhing area
people are- becoming homeless because the entire village has been covered
by silt of the Brahmaputra. Government have given assurance that they will
be given land somewhere in Lanka area. Tbe other day our Deputy
Minister toid 'rethat the ercded people of Puranigudam of Dekhowmukh
area are settled but till to-dey they are not settled. Thrice they were
called to Chasaideo that they would be given land but thrice they had to
return. I do not like to gointo the detalls but this much I will say that
many people are yet to be settled. Three Plan periods are over but still
we have not been able to give land to the landless pcople who are afiected
by flood or erosion. So, Isay that all cultivable fellow Jands, whether
held by Government, or private agency should be distributed to the land-
less cultivators. Sir, in Amlakibagan there are enough lands in Khorikatia
Tea Estate too, but why these lands are not acquired for distribution to
the poor peasants I donot know. These lands must be acquired imme-
diately and distributed to the landless peasants. Sir, I do not know whether
it is afact or not but thereis a rumour that the ruling party is thinking in
terms of giving land to the Joint Stock Companies for mechanised culti-
vation. Il the ruling party takes thisstand then the condition of the poor
peasants would [urther worsen. ‘The days of companies and capitalists are
over. Our ruling party is conmitted to democratic socialism, but they
have realised that they have failed in this regard. This matter was dis-
cussed by the ruling party in the Jaipur Session and from the discussions,
resolutions and speeches we could understand that they have realised it
and they are now tz_iking_ this matter seriously._ We hope that this time
when they have realised that they are not making good strides, they will
take this matter very scriously now.

(2) Vast tracts of so called forest land on whiqh there aie no forests
should be opened and distributed amongst the cultivators, When Govern-
ment have no plan for aflforestation these lands should be distributed.
These are low-lying land and the people are encroaching the
ment should immediately sucvey the forest reserves and if
lying lands should be thrown open for cultivation.

m. Govern-
posssible, low-

(3) All ejectments cither by Government or by landlords should be
stopped. .

(4) All loopholes in the existing land refcrm and ceiling legislation
should be stopped and effective and real ceiling should be enforced on  the
big landlords who still own large areas of land. All surpigs land thus acquired
should be distributed amongst the agricultural labouyrers,
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(5) Adequate financial help to purchase bullock, agricultural equip-

ments, etc., should be extended.

(6) Small and medium irrigation facilities should be developed rapidly
and on an extensive scale.

(7) No new tax burden be imposed on the rural poor and enhancement
of land revenue be withdrawn. -

(8) A proper price policy should be evolved. Purchase price of agri-
cultural commodities should be fixed taking into consideration the cost
of cultivation on the one hand and on the other the relative price of the
non-agricultural commodities bought by the peasants and their cost of
living. I do not know on what basis the price of paddy has been fixed at
present. I think it should be up-graded to at least Rs. 18, Rs. 17 and
Rs. 16 per maund. :

(9) Proper arrangement be made for assured and timely supply of cheap
credit as also the irrigation facilities. Credits should be released to the
deserving people. Fertilizer should be stored up in such places so that
the people canhave fertilizer easily. Every year we find that our peasants
are not getting {ertilizer at easy reach. Moreover, the price of fertilizer is
very high. On what basis the price has been fixed I do not know. The
price of fertilizer should be brought down. ‘

Mz, DEPUTY SPEAKER : I hope you will conclude noy.

Shri KHOGENDPRA NATH BARBARUAH : T will require another
half an hour.

Adjournment
The House was then adjourned for lunch till 2 », a.

(After lunch)

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: Mr. Deputy Speaker
Sir, before the House rose for lunch I remember to have passed on som;:
points by way of suggestions on the production and the distribution. After
(9) the suggestion is that the whole sale trade in food-grains should be
taken out of the hands of the private sector and be nationalised; (10)
Rationing of food-grains should be introduced in all Municipal areas as well
as in rural areas where there is acute scarcity. In other rural areas cheap
grain shops should be opened 3 (11) No distinction should be made between
urban and rural population regarding the quantum of ration provided ;
(12) A popular committee including the leaders of all political parties,
other mass organisations, Panchayats, Co-operatives, etc., should be set u};
to supervise various matters of production, procurement and rationing ;
Sir, lastly but not the least, I want to deal with one matter specially 01;
democratic socialism. Our leaders on the platform have spoken so much
of it, but I am astonished that nothing has been mentioned in the
Governor’s Address. Sir, socialism is a system of society where there is no
distinction between man and man, where all are equal, happy, prosperous in
all spheres, socially, economically and politically. These principles were
propogated, engineered by a German philosopher named Karl Marx after

(%,
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20 years’ study in Loadon. Sir, according to him, man will work, and he
will get according to labour he puts in the work. Those who will not work
will not get to eat. This is the underlying principle of a socialistic State.
But, Sir, for development of the society up to the stage of democratic
socialism, the people must be educated first ; political consciousness should
be raised amongst them. For that education is necessary and be made
compulsory up to a certain stage. Though there are ‘Directive Princ iples’
in the Constitution, it remains as the Directive Principles only. Up to the
age of 14 years, according to Directive Principle of the Clonstitution
education has to be made compulsory, but this has not yet been done so.
Moreover for getting education there are many hurdles in the way. The
prices of books are rising up. Fees gradually are also taking onward scale,
though in our neighbouring countries like Burma, like Russia, there is no
system of fees. Sir, in the First and the Second Plans, India Government
had sanctioned some amOunts for the backward classes of all States of
India. So to Assam. But in the First and the Second Plans, these
backward people were not fortunate enough to get those amounts. In the
Third Plan however, a sum of rupees 35 lakhs or something of that order
was ear-marked for their development.- But after one or two years the
students were given post-Matric scholarships and some stipends to pre-Matric
students. Suddenly, Sir, these were stopped. Those who are economically
backward or socially backward, the Government should have a special eyc
on them and should extend all possible help to them. Sir, hon. Mem-
bers, namely with Mr. Goswami and Mr. Sarma have dealt with education.
J am satisfied what they have observed. But I am so tempted to point
out one thing, Sir ; that is, some discrimination has been done by the
Education Department in respect of sanctioning grants and recognition.
In v constituency, within a year one school with class IV to X was
given recognition. The Department asgned someone to build up a school ;
engaged someone for that purpose and immediately recognition upto class X
was given. The name of that school is ‘Janajati School’.  Education
has to be spread among theJanaJau 5 their consciousness has tu be lifted
up. That is good. But, Sir, for this __]a‘najatl_SchooI, other two schools
which are also to serve the purposc of imparting -education should also
have be=n equally treated and recognised. One school, namely, Khonakakara
High School, that is in the midst of non-Janajati, but the recognition of
this SChOOl was given up to class VII—VIII.

My. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am giving you five minutes time
more, Mr. Barbaruah. You aré to conclude your speech within this

time.

Shri KHOGE_NDRA NATH BARBARUAH: Sil', I belong to one
political party, whateve: may be the ‘:,.trengih of that party, and I have
gsome ideology pefore mec ; hence, Siv, T feel should be favoured with
more time. 4

Sir, the Khonakukura High S:hool got recognition for classes VII and
VIII, but immediately after 2 year the recognition was withdrawn. Then,
there is the Dikhowmukh High School which has not been recognised. In
the middle the Janajati High School has been recognised. I don’t grudge
that, but the other two schools should also he o el B aiial
assistance extended.
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Sir, we hear that our main aim is to establish democratic socialism, to
remove inequalities. But we find that inequalities are there as they were in
1947. After independence the f:--;ndition of the poor people has not
improved. Indirect taxes are laying a great burc_len on the poor people. In
1948-49, direct taxes were 50:2 per cent; in 1956, they were 34-1 per cent
and in 1961, they were 27'4 per cent. It shows that gradvally indirect
taxation is increasing and hecoming a burden on the poor people. In our
country, there uare 25,524 registered companies. \'\_’e are r.velcorping more
companies from West Germany, England and America and asking them to
invest money in India. In Assam, th- number of registered companies has
gone upto 385. In India there are 354 bank_s. In 1955 bank deposits
of the capitalists amounted to Rs. 1,500 crores; it has gone upto Rs. 2,500
crores. From whom this money comes ? Certainly, from the common
people to the zapitalists. Then, Sir, we find that investment in private
secror is increasing. In the first plan, th¢ invéstment was R.1,800 crores;
in the seccond plan, it was Rs. 3,100 crores and in the third plan it
was Rs. 4,000 crores. This shows that Government are not eager to realise
our aim of demaocratic socialism.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Planning):
Ehe o what ;S,th* corresponding investment in
public sector. Only comparative figures of investment in public and private
sectors will make the. position clear.

Sh i KH')GEND:RA N‘iﬂ:H BARBARUAH : [ am coming o that.
Our Government areinvesting in public scctor and at the same time they
are giving full faciillif:s to the private scctor. The goods produced in both
public sector and private sector are thg same. There isno competition
about price of commoditics produced in both the sectors. If an article
produced in public sector sells at Re. 1, a similar article produced in private
sector also sells at Re. 1. So, the common people are not getting any real
benrefit from the public sector ......

Sh?‘:{ K.&MA‘LKHYI‘& PRASAD TRIPATHI. The argument of the
hon. Member is a little confused. Everybody admits th:t in a socialist
economy public sector must have a commanding position and TIndia’s
economy is progressively moving towards . that. Up till now, the G Ovcrn;
ment of In 'ia’s policy has been that the public sector should not compete
with private sector. Their spheres have been completely demarcated anci
the industries allotted accordingly. Itis only in the last two years that a
decision has been taken that the public sector should also 2o into ConsumE;r
goods industries and some such industries have been set up in public sector
but the stage of competition with private sector industries has .
So, how does the hon. Member come to that conclusion now ?

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: If we do not get any
benefit from the public sector, than what is the use of runninge industries in
public sector ? [f the public sector industries cannot oust thcaprivatc sector
ones in competition, then how do the common people benefit? I am a
consumer. If I ind that this or that article produced in public sector is of
the same value as that produced in private sector, what benefit do I
derive from public sector ?  Then, Sir, the public sector industries are also
yunning in the same way as private sector ivdustries. The employees are
not taken into confidence with regard to productior, management, distribu-
tion, etc. They are not consulted. The property of the capitalists should

hardly come,
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be liquidated, the banks be nationalized and Government should take over
their industries to run them on socialistic basis. If we read world history or
the history of any country, we find that rebellions and revolutions occurred
because people were dissatisfied with the conditions of contemporary societies.
In our country there are people who earn hardly four annas a day and there
are people whose property is worth about 290 crores of rupees. Thisis the
state of our society.........

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : That is also not very
correct, Sir. There is nobody who has got a property worth 290 crores of
rupees. There are public limited companies in which shareholders are the
public and they are controlled by certain managements. In that way,
certain managements control a large number of industries but to say that
they are owners of those industries is not correct.

Shr: KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: Whether Mr. Tripathi
is assessing the property of Tata and Birla I do not know. But I know that
the property of Birla is worth Rs. 291 crores and that of Tata Rs. 290

crores.

. Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: Bui thatis not owner-
ship.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: So, you are not cor-
rect, Sir; our aim should be, if we are really sincere to what we are pro-
pagating, for democratic socialism, to take the turn to democratic socialism
not only in words but in deeds. What we find is that the deeds and words
are not reconciled hecause we find that the people are hungry, are half clad
and have no house to live in while there are some peopl: who are living like
Gods in heaven. This Heaven and Earth difference is there and it should
be bridged. There should be equality amongst all and there should be
equal opportunities in all spheres. If the_Gu\.rcmment does not feel the
pulses of the people, one day the people will rise 10 thc. occasion to see
whether the Government is really sincere to the declaration for a demo-
cratic socialism. I say today or tomorrow the victory will be ours, i. e.,
to those who advocate socialismi.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) : Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by my friend, Mr. Goswami and
oppose the amendment moved by Mr. Barba‘ruah- Sir, I cenvey my thanks
to the Governor for his illuminating speech that he was pleased to deliver to
this House, and I am grateful to the Governor that e has mentioned about
the magnificent performances by our armed forces during the last conflict
with Pakistan. He has been also pleased to mention gbout our great leader
Shastriji who has passed away striving for the cause of peace, and as a result
of which we have achijeved the Tashkent declaration which has brought
peace to both the countries of India and Pakistan. Sir, the entire people of
this country and also Pakistan are grateful to our departed great leader.
Sir, the Governor has mentioned here about the sympathy and kindness
shown by our Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi by including one of our
respected leaders, that is Mr. Ahmed into her Cabinet. We are glad that
the demand which was made since a long time for a Cabinet Minister in the
Union Cabinet from this State has been fulfilled by her, and we hope Mr.
Ahmed will surely justify his position by serving the people as a Minister of
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the Cabinet rank. Sir, the Governor has mentioned in his speech almost
all the problems confronting the State and I really convey my thanks to
him for this. But in this regard, I would like to make a few observations
on certain points. In his speech he has not mentioned anything about the
present economic condition of our State. Sir, I feel worried about the
ecconomic condition of our State because the total annual income of
our State is about 30 or 82 creres of rupees but debts and loans of the
State amount to nearly 150 crores. I do not know whether the Govern-
ment has drawn up any plan or scheme to liquidate or repay these debts.
The people of Assamn will have to repay these debts and loans, and with
this loan we do not know how we dare to proceed in the future. Sir, the
Governor has not mentioned anything about the rising of prices in his
speech. The people who belong to the low-income group are groaning
under great hardships due to rising of prices and more particularly the
people of the lower strata of the society, and the employees both in the
public sector and in the private sector who are drawing -salary below
Rs.250 are greatly hard hit by this rising of prices. The Governor has not
memntioned anything about this vital problem of our State ; he has men-
tioned something about administrative Reforms Committee. But we fail to
get anything tangible from his _sped;ch. Hou.P far the administrative Reforms
Committee has achieved its objective for which it was constituted > OF all
the problems, I consider the problem of production in our State to be the
most important. In his speech there has not been mention of anything
about productlon programme. Sir, I consider this to be the most vital
problem for our State from the economic point of view. In the production
programme some important items should be very carefully considered. He
has mentioned about the flood control and said that a Master Plan has been
prepared for flood control. It is good and we hope to achieve something
out of this Master Plan. But I like to say one thing that we should not be
disappointed from this Master Plan like that. of the Gauhati Development
Authority’s Master Plan. So, I hope very sincerely that the flood control
measure will be taken up in right earnest because this measure will help the
production in agticultural sector. The second thing is the land reforms. In
this regard no attempt has been made to settle land with the landless people
with the result that the lands have not been settled with the actual tillers of
the soil. I hope the Government will see that the actyal tillers get settle-
ment of land. In this respect I have 2 little experience about settlement of
land in my own constituency. There are hundreds of people in my consti-
tuency who are landless, and there are few reserves which have been made
open for settlement. But instead of giving lands to the landless people of
the adjoining villages, people from outside in the name of “‘river-eroded?’
have been brought from _dzﬂ‘srent places and heen given settlement there
depriving the neighbonring landless people. Thus great dissatisfacrion
has prevailed not only among the people who possess land because the
peop'e from outside have been brought there nzglecting the claim of the
local landless people. _ : :

I hope Government will look into it. Because facilities to. the tillers
should be given so that there may not be any want, 8ir, Governor has
mentioned about seed distribution. I request Government to see that
improved seeds are distributed as far as possible and fertilisers and irrigation
jacilities are also made available to the cultivators, J would also like to
suggest that mechanised cu'luvation should be introduced. If these items
are included in our production programme, I am sure, our State wiil improve
aconomically to a great extent. I hope nur Government will consider these
points for improving the econemic conditions of our State, In this respect
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I would like to say one thing more, that is with regard to proper and
cfficient management of our departments which are running on commercial
basis, ¢. e., Departments like Transport. There is even scope for improve-
ment in the Revenue and Forest Departments. If these departments are
properly and efficiently run, I think, the economic condition of our State
will improve to a great extent. Sir, I am grateful to the Governor for
mentioning about the area Development approach for the development of
the hill areas. So long hill areas were neglected. Now, it is gratifying to
note that Government has taken serious steps for improving the economic
development of the hill areas and a team of experts under the leadership of
Shri Tariok Singh, a Member of the Planning Commission, has recently
visited hill areas to assess how best the problems involved in development of
these areas can lLe met. In the last Session, I sugzgested about forming a
Development Authority like that of Dandakaranya Development Corpora-
tion for economic development of the backward areas. I hope our Govern-
ment will consider about that.

Sir, Governor has mentioned about Package Programme in the district
of Cachar. He has mentioned about how many tonnes of fertilisers have
been distributed in that area, where Package Programme has been intro-
duced. Sir, merely distribution of fertilisers will not heln. We orly are
interested to know how far production has increased: I hope production
has increased in proportion to what investment has been made, in the
Package Programme. If Package Programme means intensified cultivation,
I think Government will not hesitate to introduce the Package Programme
throughout the State so that our agricultural product may increase., Here,
‘Governor has mentioned abuot Jamuna Irrigation Scheme. I would like
to request our Government to consider about Sukla Irrigation Scheme also.
To accelerate the industrial development in our State, Governor has
mentioned about forming or setting up of Assam Major Industrial Enter-
prises Corporation, Limited. \.’Vc hail this and we hppe as a result of
setting up this Coiporation, our industrial dcve!opment will rapldly Improve.
In this respect I would like to say one thing that mere setting up of
Corporation will not do.  Unless something ta:nglblc is done, it is no use
setting up a Corporation. We have already passed 17 years of our
Independence, but from our State we ha_ve not been able toachu‘ave any
industrial projects worth th? name c:su-:eptmg two or three. If this state
of affairs is allowed to continue, T fail to understand how we shall be
able to achieve our desired vesults _0[ converting our State_ mnto industria=
lisation, In this respect I would hke) tostate that excepting the Cement
Factory at Cherrapunji and Paper Pulp F:?.ctoy}r,.w‘e_have not got any
industrial plant in our State. Il'~ a plant like Silliminite Refractory Plant
is established in our State, I think, our State will be able to earnmore,
I request our Government to move the Central Government for setting
up some major and heavy industries here in Asrsﬂam. Up till now except
the Oil Refinery at Gauhati and Naharkatiya %hormal Project, and the
Fertiliser Project at Namrup, we have not anything from the Government
of India. I hope;our Government will rcq}lcst_to Government of India
to ostablish some Major and Heavy Industries in public sector in our.

State.

Sir, I congratulate the Govemor for mentioning about the Gauhati
Medical College. He has stated that Gauhati Medical College has produced
the first batch of graduates. Sir, the result of the Medical College
is cxcellent and better than the Assam Medical College. He has not
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mentioned when the Gauhati Medical College will be completed. I
request the Government to take up this matter in right earnest. Because
at present the Gauhati Medical College has various handicaps and
in spite of such handicaps it has shown good results. TIamsure if proper
facilities ave given, this Medical College will show still better results in
future.

I hope that Government will consider very seriously about the speedy
completion of the Gauhati Medical Coilege.

" The Governor has no: mentioned anything about the most serious °
g

disease, i.e. cancer in Assam which is spreading rapidly. The number of
persons suffering from this disease is increasing greatly. Today we had
a question about the establishment of a cancer hospital in Gauhatu by
some non-official organisation of which the hon. Chief Minister is the
President. 1 hope Government will not be satisfed with contributing
only Rs.4 lakhs, This is absolutely inadequate and will be meapingless for
such a project. So, I appeal to the Medical Minister and also the Chief
Minister to allot at least a sum of Rs.10 lakhs during the Fourth Plan
period. I am sure Government will certainly consider about it.

Then, Sir, Governor has not mentioned anything about the urban
development in Assam, About 10 per cent of the population of Assam is
living in the urban areas, In the First, Second and alse in the Third plan
the interest of the urban people has been greatly neglected. I hope during
this Fourth Plan Government wiil take very seriously the problem of the
people living in the urban arcas. The Governor has not mentioned any-
thing about the development of G{mhaki. I have said many times about
the proper development of Gauhati. Gauhati has 'today ceased to be the
headquarters of only one district and it has become the ‘headquarters of
the entire Province, nay, one of the important cities of India,
therefore to the Government of Assam and. more particularly to
Minister to take steps to develop this city into a modern
the last Budget session the Honourable Finance Minister was pleased to
assure this House that at least one over-bridge will be consiructed b
Gauhati, but up till now nothing has bezen done in that behalf. anld as a
result traffic problem in Gauhati has become very acute angd m,;d accident
also have increased to a great extent. :

I appeal,
the Chiel
city. During

In his speech the Governor has not mentioned anythine ab:
supply position, by Supply position I mean the supply n};tlllggl)r bt;?uibtoljiﬁ
grains but also of housing materials, roofing materials— Q. 1. shects and
cement. In Assam it has become a great problem, because formerly our
people used to roof their houses with thatch, but now it is not available
and whatever is available cannot be utilized because the price of thatch
has gone so high that it is not within the reach of the poor people. Sq
our Government should devise some means so that this problem is tackled
There was an allotment recently at Gauhati of 90 bundles of C.I. Sheet;
and the number of applicants for the material was 2000. Sir, just imagine
what serious proportion the problem has assumed. During the last Session
the Supply Minister was kind enough to say thatr he was making necessar
arrangements for proﬁlnrement of a large quantity of C. I. Sheets for our
people., but his assurdnce did not materialise, I hope Government will
gee to 1t
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In his specch the Governor has not mentioned anything about the
problem of unemployment. The problem of unemployment is getting scrious
day by day. I hope Government will look into it and more particularly
request the Government of India so that our educated youths get employ-

ment in the Railway, Postal Department and other centrally managed
indusiries and concerns.

Regarding Education, we are ve

ry happy that educational facilities
have been amply provided with

= ; there is no doubt about it. But one
hon. friend, most probably Shri Pobindra Nath Sarma mentioned about
education of girls. I also sa

ay that our Government, most probably, have
not given so much attention to the education of the girls. In this respect I
would like to mention one instance. In greater Gauhati there are 11
colleges. Out of these 11 colleges there is only one girls’ college aithough
the population is 50:5i. In greater Gauhati there are 25 high schools,
but only 4 girls high schools are there, I am sure that our Deputy FEduca-
tion Minister happens to be a great lady and she being a lady she has
given her attention more to boys’ education than that of girls (laughter)- I

hope the Education Minister will look more to the girls’ education.

Sir, we are glad that due to the Tashkent Declaration we are having
peace in our State though there is alittle disturbance on the Naga Hills
border. We hope that we will gain peace there also through the earnest
efforts 1made by the Peace Committee and more particularly of our Chief
Minister and the Naga problem will be settled honourably hecause we know
that the people of Naga lani are our own people and we ave sure that they
will be able to understand our feelings as ‘we understand their feelings.
We hope that peace will reign both in the Na

galand and in Assam wvery
soon. With these words I support the motion move:l by Shri Sarat
Chandra Goswami.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Sir, at the outset I must
thank my hon. friend Shri Goswami for his Motion o! Thanks on the
illuminating Address of the Governor to this House. Sir, the Governor in
his Address has rightly described the year 1965 asan eventful year. In
that year there were two massive attack: on India by Pakistan, one in the
Runn of Kutch and the other in Jammu and Kashmir. In both these
attacks our Jawans and Officers gave a very good accoxnt of themselves
and routcd the unprovoked attack of Pakistan. Sir, our late Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri at the invitation of the Prime Minister of
Soviet Russia went to Tashkent and after strenuous efforts for seven
days with President Ayub Khan achieved what is known as the
Tashkent declaration which has augured peace not only between India
and Pakistan but throughout the whole world which is the aim of all of ys,
Now, Sir, our most .beloved leader Shastriji is no more with us, He died
in the pinnacle of his glory and harness and his example of sacrifice and
his acnievements during 18 months ofhis tenure of office will be ever
remembered by the people of India through all ages to come, Now, Sir
we have elected our Prime' Minister Shrimati Indira Gandhi, elected
democratically, and she commands the confidence not only of the whole of
India but of the whole world, and we hope and believe that through
her able guidance and leadership our most coveted goal 7. e. democratic
socialism will be achieved because Mrs. Gandhi is known at every hook and
corner not only of this country but of the whole world. We are also
grateful to Mrs. Gandhi for fulfilling a very long-felt demand of the people of
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this State for the inclusion of our beloved and popular colleague
Shri F. A. Ahmed in the Central Cabinet. He was an able administrator
here and isa man of sacrifice, we are very thankful to Mrs. Gandhi for
acceding to the long-felt desire and wishes of the people of this part of India.
Sir, the Governor in his illuminating Address has dealt with various
problems of this State, and the achievements and the progress made by this
Government for the solution of these problems. Now, Sir, this State of ours
is a problem State, a State of complications and it requires earnest
endeavours and efforts for bringing about all-round development of the
‘State. Sir, unless all the regions of the State are developed along with
all sections of the communities not only with financial assistance of this poor
State but also with the financial assistance of the Central Government, this
State of ours alone cannot progress. Therefore, we hope and believe
that this State of ours which is strategicalily situated facing always the
brunt of war will receive special attention from the Government of India
for the all-round development of our State. This State of ours remained
neglected during the British regime for the last 150 to 200 years. So much
more time will be required for bringing about all-round development and
well-being of the State which is full of hills and dales with all the natural
calamities like flood and earthquake. Therefore in financial allotments we
are justified in our claim for more subvention from the Cenire. During
the British administration, this State remained neglected. Therefore
it is the moral duty of our Central Government to give special attention and
look with a special eye to the well-beig and Prosperity and progress of this
backward 5tate of ours. During these 18 years of independence we have
made some Pprogress but much more remains to be done which will
rcquirc special attention in order to bring it to the level of other States of
‘India. Now we areglad that under the special provisions of the Constitu-
tion special programmes have been taken up by the QCentral Government
and also by the State Government for the speedy development of the
hill areas and we are happy that the Governor in his Address has
made a pointed reference about the measures that are going to be
adopted for the development of the hill areas, and .we are also
glad that our Government have taken steps for ameliorating the conditions
of the people living in the border areas of the hills whose economic life
was hard-hit for want of mmarket for the sale of the commodities produced
by them because before partition there was trade between these border
people” and those of Pakistan. Now with the closure of the channel of
tradé and commerce between the two countries there is no_market for the
produce grown by the people. We are glad that now the State Go-
vernmenthas taken definite steps so that the produce made by the people
of the border areas get proper market.

Therefore, the question «f ameliorating the conditions of the backward
classes of people including th e of hills and plains viz., the scheduled caste
and scheduled tribes people is an important one hecause they form the
body-politic of the State, Sir, unless we bring about all round development
of these people this State of ours cannot go ahead. So far as the sche-
duled caste and scheduled tribes are concerned, there is a special provi-
sions in the constitution which lays down that special programme and
schemes should be undertaken for the advancement of these people by the
Government, This is really a stupendous task which will take much time
for its fulfilment and this problem is before all of us. Sir, during the last 15
years, these scheduled caste and scheduled tribes people have made certain
stride towards progress and we hope during the coming years also special
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programms will be taken up with the financial assistance recejved from the
Government of India and the State Government. We also hope that the
backward classes people themselves will also make honest endeavours to up-
lift themselves. With the combined efforts of the Government and the
backward people themselves, they will be able to make sufficient progress

and advancement. We have to bring them to the level of the other ad-
vanced sections of the society. :

Sir, the Constitution- of India envisages that for the people who are
backward socially and educationally, special programme should be taken up
for their advancement and progress so that in the near future these people
may be brought to the level of advanced section of the society and only then
there will be uniform development. Sir, wunder Article 340 of
the Constitution of India a Commission was appointed and this
commission recommended to the Parliament many recommedaticns
which are yetto be implemented. In the meantime the State Govern-
ment were directed by the Government of India (o take all possible measures
for the speedy progress of these weaker sections of the society. As a matter
of fact during the first and second plans other State Governments took various
measures with the finances received from the Government of India and
finances from their own coffer.and as a result of these programmes the
backward people made sufﬁciept progress; but in our State for want of such
special programmes during this pe_riod much advance has not
by these people and as a result of this, these backward people have not got
the benefit assured by the Government of India, Ministry of Home
Affairs. At the fag end of the Second Five Year Plan having felt that
injustice. has been done to these people, the the Government adopted
certain measures specially in the sphere of education. The Government
granted »ome pre-Matric and post-Matric scholarships to these backward
students and there was a great enthusiasm in the miqd of these prople.
Large number of students joined colleg_es ‘in post-Matric stage and there
was a great upheaval in the vast majority of t}le People for education.
Sir, we are very grateful to the Govcrnm_ent specially to Mr. Chaliha who
rose to the occasion and granted concession tothe backward students of
this State. '

Leen made

Now, Sir, in 1963-64 there was a direction from the
India that post-Matric scholarships should be granted ac
economic standard. Accordingly the State Government de
post-Matric scholarships would be granted only to the F
Division students and the cases of Third Division student
considered at all. Sir, the Third Division students were ¢
in the colleges; but according to thisorder they were d
benefit.

Government of
cording to the
cided that the
irst and Second
s would not be
njoying freeship
eprived of this

Sir, the number of First D_ivision and Second Division
the backward classes people is few and far between.
classes students come from poorer homes and they have many handicaps
to compete with the students of the advanced sccion of the society. So
the number of third Division studentis fairly high and you will find, Sir,
that upto 1963-64 there was about 364 thousand Thirg Division students
who enjoyed freeship. [herefore, _311“, as 2. result of this decision not to
give educational benefits to the Thlrd Division students huge number of
students have been affected. This has retarded the progress of the backward
people for want of in-centive to higher education,

students amorg

<

These backward
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Therefore, Ibeg to submit to the Government that the concession
granted to the Third Division students during the 3rd Five Year Plan should
not be withdrawn and they should be allowed to  enjoy this benefit.
Therefore, first of all I would like to submit that concessions that have
been granted to the 3rd Division students in the 3rd TFive Year Plan
should be continued.

My second point is that in the third Five Year Plan a sum of Rs.35

lakhs was graated by the Planning Commission and earmacked for the

welfare of other backward classes. This sum was utilised in the shape
of granting scholarshis to tne students belonging to the other backward
classes in the- pre-Matric stage for about 4 or 5 years. Now this
amount has been diverted to general purpose and is distributed to students
in general by way of stipends and freeship on merit and the students
belonging to other backward classes could get scholarships on
merit and so they could not get full benefit out of this grant.
My question is when this ‘grant has been meant for students belonging
to other backward classes why they should be debarred from getting
stipends or ircesbips on caste or class basis as before. I, therefore, Woulctl’
like to request the Government to look into this matter and see that
the irregularity so far committed in this respect may be rectified and
the students belonging to other backward classes should be allowed to
take full bencfit of the grant that was being enjoyed by them so long.

Next, Sir, the Governor has also made a reference to the labour
problem. The Governor has not madp any reference to the major
steps that have to be taken for ameliorating the conditions of the
labour population. The Governor has mentioned only about the help
or assistance that has been given by the tea garden and other labo-
grers for the National Defence Fund. In this connection [ must say
Sir, that the n-c?mmendatinns of the Parliamentary Committee and thc,
“rovisions embodied in the Plantation Labour Act have not heen even
substanlialiy fulfilled by the different tea managements of the State.
There are inpumerable instances, as will be borne out by many of
my hon. Friends here, that the tca managements have been failing to
jmplement the recommendations of the Parliamentary Committee and
the provisions of the Plantation Labour Act, and as a resuit the housing
and others schemes have remained half done. The recommendations
for employment of the surplus labour have not also been fulfilled an(‘I
in this way, S'r, therc are many lapses on the part of the tea manage-
ment in the inmlementation of recommendations and provisions made
from time to time, and as such the medical and various other benefits
could not be fully enjoyed by the labourers. This fact has been brought
to the notice of the Government by the Assam Chah Mazdoor Sang?ha
and other labour organisations. I, therefore, hope that the Government
would take serious note of this matter and try to see that the recom-

' mendations made by the Parliamentary Committee and the decisions
taken by various committees appointed by the Government in this
respect arc implemented by the tea managements. This is urgently
ssary because so far there is no indication that the managements
are gomg (o fulfil the legitimate demaads of the tea labourers. I
would request that the proposal of the Government for taking over the
ower Primary Schools in the tea gardens should be finalised and all
chools should be taken over by the Government. TR

nece

suCh 5
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The Governor has also made a reference to the Naga problem
This is a very serious problem, as every day there are some incidents
taking place not only in the bordering villages but also in the running
trains causing lose of lives of passangers someiimes by times bombs
and sometimes by explosion of railway lines. This kind of incidents
is going on from some time past. Our people ask which is the supreme
body among the Naga hostiles, whether the group working with the Peace
Mission is the supreme bodv or the group causing wvarions incidents is
the supreme body ? This question is often posed by our p=ople and
we tell them that in every socisty such things happen. There is a
group which is working with the Peace Mission and the other group
is creating havoc. Anyway we give credit to the peace Mission {for
their efforts to find an amicable settlement between the Naca leaders
and the Government. We hope that there will be an end to this
kind of incidents. Now, Sir, people are very much afraid of travelling -
bv train in the Upper Assam zone and so they take to buses from
Dibrugarh to Gauhar. It the people fail to get tickets for buses then
only they travel by train. This state of affairs cannot be allowed to
continue anv longer and we do hope that our Naga brotkers and
~ sisters will realise the furility of their efforts to have an independent
State. We are all citizens of India inciuding the Nagas and they should
abjure all kinds of viclence and instead take measures for zdvancing
the conditions of the Naga people who are very intelligent and able-
bodied. We hope that with proper I:a.d-c.rship,_ ‘th: Naga people wili
make great headway in advancing their conditions in their arcas and
thus the present state of things that are happening in Nagaland for
the last 15 year will be ended.

We hope o:r Naga brothers and sisters will see reason and come to
terms so that Nagaland can be developed. They should give up the idea
of an independent State whichis a contradiction. Nagaland is a part of
India as Kashmir is a part of India We cannot conceive of the idea of
separation. There are many avenues for tjlf: development ot all people if
they make an cndeavour with the help of the State Government and the
financial assistance of the Central Government.

Sir, the Governor has also referred to the cevelopment of industries.
There is a great disparity in tl}c matter of the :L:velo[’n‘ncn; of industries.
There are areas which are still backward and even il there are certain
industrics there has mnot been eq‘ual and propoctisnal Amphasis. For
example, North Bank- i: devoid of any industury though it has enough
resources to be exploited. But up till RO, these resources have not been
exploited and therefore, there 1s 1o indusiry in thisvast a.ea. Therefore,
all disparities, whether in the m_ﬂttﬂ of lndUS‘--TY,_ in Fgltlcation or in any
other sphere must go if we want our State to attain nniform development
in all spheres.  Sir, our Plans will not 'b-e s'uccc;sslul unless we bear in mind
this aspect, that is, we must remove disparity in th: matter of development
of the different areas. 'There arc certain areas in the State which are most
undeveloped even up till now, whether in the matter of industry, commerce
or education, Therefore, before launching on planned schemes we should
spot out those areas which are very backward in different spheres, While
we want that our Couji_try sh_ould l)e lndugtl‘llluy deVCl ‘ped we Should a]SO
see that our people are associated and our local talents fnd opportunity to
display their part in the running or developing industries, Our people
‘must be able to feel that these are their own indusiries. Keeping that point
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in view our industrialists should work so that the present suspicion _an_d
controversy ancd want of enthusiasm in the matier of industries may be elimi-
nated. If therc isa good gesture from the side of the industry and if there
is a pressure from the Government then we hope our Industries will have a
healthy development.

Now . Sir, s I have already stated, North Bank is a srategic area and
it is bord ring NEFA which is bord: ring China. Therefore, there has been
a great demand for the construction of a bridge b tween Silghat and
Bhomraguri. At Silghat we are going to have a jute mill and so from that
point of view as also from the Defence poini of view and also from the point
of view of sufferings oi the people during t: ¢ rainy season to cross Brahma-
put:a there sho:ld be a bridge. During the rains when the small ferries
are suspendec there is temible hirdshi,. of the people and they are
fiightended to cross the miglity Brahmaputra, The Government of
Assam should press Government, of India for the construction of a bridge
between Silghat . nd Bhomraguri. It may look like a big damand but it
cannot be a big demand in the cont>x: of defence and development. This
bridge between Silghat and Bhomraguri is net a big demand considering the
strategic importance. ‘Therelore, if the State Governmaont puts pressure on
the Government cf India and convince them about the urgency and neces-
sity of this s:rategic bridge, | do not think Government of India will not
take steps for the fulfilment of this most important project.

Now, Sir, as rega~ds other problems that have bheen de
Governor my friends have offered certain very valuable suggestions for the
consideration of the Government Recently, Sir, I along with the Deputy
Minister, Revenve, Prasident, Assam Pradesh Congress Committee, Deputy
Commissiner, Kanrup and somec other staff happened to visit Gauhati
Medical College site. We saw the road linking  Gaubhti  Medical
Coilege with Chandmari about 2 to 3 miles, koown as Raj Gar or
Narakastur Gar, a famous historical Gar, which ha: been Proposed
by the P. W D for construction of a F., W. D, road, has been cut to
picces here and there by the encroachers. Evenin the Gar itself there has
been construction of thatched houses. The Deputy Commissioner Was
Present there with us, and some officer told us that this was planned
settlement by the Gauhati Development Authority, The President, Assam
Pradesh Cungress Commitiee, asked what sort of planned scttlement was
this. Our Deputy Minister was an witness of this dismal state of affairs,
This is a most essential road from the point of view of linking Chandmary;
with the main road directly, It will be about 3 miles which will be shortes¢
from Chanmari. It seems man-scale encroachment has talen place; it
there is a state of 1vaction in the administration of Revenue at lest S0 far ag
encroackment in this area is concerned. 1 am glad that the Deputy Minister
Revenue of has ardered for a thorough probe inio the matter. It is surprisin
that within one mile Iromn Gauhati town, this state « I affairs is occurring, T
am not speaking of other encroachments. But for th - purpose of our patients
living in Ghandmaria P. W. D. road has to be construcred over Rajgarh
By that road we can proceed up to the hill-the fuel reserve. The Suh:
Deputy Collector told us that, that hill originally was meant for [uel. We
also went there and there was encroachment. Over hundreds of small houses
hive been erected there. We also saw one chala that was constructed the
othc? day with the view that they would get corrpensation, The Deputy
Minister of Revex}ue was present with us, I beg yonr pardon, I mean
the Minister of State for Revenue, He was present there whike

r

alt with by the

o
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the College Campus was being constructed, that was obstructed by the
encroachers. Now, Sir, that has put the construction work into a stand-
still. How our people could have even the idea of cncroaching upon such
a historical monument such as Narakasur Garh or Raj Garh ? "\f\f'liat is our
character ? How our pecple could think of encroaching upon the side
of Medical College and obstruct the establishment of a most benevolent ins-
titution like the Medical College. Therelore, I impress upon the Government
to make a thorough probe into the matter and get the encroachment vacated.
My friend Mr. Sarat Goswami also said—why there was d.version of the
road {rom the Shillong road to the Medical Col'ege site at a huge cost, why
not take thatioad along the Raj Garh road that was str;):ight enough.
Sir, now a huge building vas constructed by one Kashimiri gentlemen on
the Rajgarh road.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Ministesr of State, Revenue): The
building was therc on the Rajgarh Ali which links Shillong road with the

Medical Celiege. : ! !
Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: Yes, Sir. If the Medical college Road wou!d

have been constructed on the Rajgarih Road the ioad would have been
straight enough. Now it was diverted with 3-4 turns he:p and there a little away
from the Rajgarh Road. Now we see there a big palacial building constiucted
by one Kashmiri gentleman on the land of Rajearh Road. I d) not know the

position in other parts of the road.
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Encroachment cases have been filed.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: But thercis obstruction by encroachers
in the wall construction work. _I_thereforc request our Health Minister to see
that site and lcok into the position.

Health Minister has nothing to doin this matter oiencroachment.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: Sir, apart from this, there are such
unauthoriscd occupations within the Gauhau town numbering more than
4,000 cases of encroachment. I zlpproac.hcd our .3'tate. Minister of Revenue
at least to clear these encroachment of this area w h_llch is connected with the
Assam Medical College as carly as possible. With these few words, I

tonclude my speech.
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Adjournment
The Asscmbly then  adjourned till 10 A.. on Thursday, the 24tk
February, 1966,

R. C. CHAUDHURI,
Secretary,
Assam Legislative Assembly.

SHILLONG : j}
The 9th June, 1966, J
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