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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Monday, the 3rd March 2008

The House met at9.00 A M of the Clock in the

Assembly Chamber at Dispur with Shn Tanka- Bahadur Ra1 .
SpeakermtheChan' B

. .. ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE CHAIR
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(Mr Speaker Hon’ ble Chlef Mmlster and

' Secrétary, Assam Legislative Assembly left the
3 House to receive His Excellency the ‘Governor of

~Assam at the main parch of the. Assam Legislative
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(His Excellency, the Governor of Assam arrived

1n: the House ati9.09 .AM alongwith Hon’ble

- Speaker, Hon’ble: Chief Minister.and Secretary,

Assam Legislative Assembly and the National

Anthem was played. All within the Chamber stood

" 1in their seats till the playing of the National Anthem.
After - Natlonal Anthem every body took their
~ Tespective seats.) :

GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS

i' T WW @%mﬁwwww (oo OiF
AR Sty TN | '
H(.)ll l)le GOVernor Respected Speaker and Hon ble Members
Qf the A8sam Leglslatwe Assembly,

ST Vi (AS Soon as the Governor started his address,

S R the OpPOSltlon ‘Members’ belongmg to AGP, AUDF

5L e and°BIP 155etis their seats showing play cards
. Opposlng the” Goveriior to: address ‘the: House.) '

th “Tany delighted to' address this august House o
©-0tcasion of ‘the Budget Session 2008 of the
to :ax?l Legislative Assembly, I take this Oportun:ﬁ’
of mfn;l "y warm greetings and best wish®S fothls
i~ Sessi am confident that the deliberations © te
§ on. WOuld ‘20 .a long way to take the State

: 1f0rWard d
- dey an
deVeIOpment the QIIQCHOn of peace prDSpel'lty

" -From 5.

‘State PaSSmg through severe ﬁnanClal,
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... Crisis a few 'years back; Assam today is.a. ﬁnanc1ally
. stable and strong. This is reflected in the fact that

there has.been no overdraﬁ -even for.a single day

.after April 2005. At the same time, my { Government

has been able to generate comfortable. revenue and

_fiscal surpluses. As a consequence Annual Plan size
.. for. Assam -has had a. substantial jump from Rs.
. .3800.00 crores for 2007-08: to_Rs, 5011.00 crores
. during. 2008-09, ‘which, mcludes an_amount of Rs.

1431.21:crores as the State S OWn contrlbutlon from
_its resources. . . '

My~ Government has been proactlve to

e -.-,supplement its own funds - for the development of
.. Assam. It has taken up projects with funding from

. the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank
. and further projects, are under. consideration in these ‘

anks It has also been. ‘proactive to. promote Assam.

" as an investment destination at the national and
F 1ntemat10na1 level. A1ded by the 1mprovement in
- the, overall law and order SItuatlon in Assam, a
- - number -of, private parties are actively considering
- jnvesting 4n Assam. My Government is confident

- that the process of-economic resurgence of Assam

has started and it .will progress . at: a faster rate
the days ahead

" LAW & ORDER SITUATION

"The internal secunty scenano in ‘Assam dunng
the year 2007 has shown an improvement although

~ some mmdents of violence were perpetrated by
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"7 insurgent organisations such ds the United Liberation

~Front of Assam (ULFA), Dima Halam Daogah (Jewel

" Group) DHD(J), Karbi Longri N.C. Hills Liberation

"7 = Front (KLNLF), All Adivasi National Liberation

* vt Ariny-of Assam (AANLA) etc) Counter Insurgency

. * " ‘Operations have been successfully carried out
.77 " against'these éxtremist outfits, apprehending a large
77 7 -numberof hardcore ‘inilitants and recovering a
-1 ¥ Substantial ‘quantity- of arms, amimounition and %
- " vexplosives’ Our doors are however always open to
dialogue for sblving the problém of-insurgency and
, -for bringirig peace back to Assam. My Government
: “would like to urge-upornrall insurgent groups to come
w7~ forward for talks within-the framework of the Indian

¢ v Constitution, - v |

7" -An unfortunate inc¢idence of violence broke out

. In“the Beltola"area of Guwahati on the 24th J
- November 2007 between thé Adivasi students an_d
Ehe'vl,‘_’,,cal’,Péople. My Government has taken thiS i
Incident Vety seriously and consituted an Enquiry -
Co‘fn,mission‘ under-the Chairmanship of Justice
(Retd) R K Monis¢na ‘Singh; ‘Refired Chief Justice . |

- of the Gauhati High Court and the Commission has
" subinitted its report on 25.2.2008. = .
.- My Government has rééently created 2004 posts
for the ‘new Police - Districts of Hamren in Karbi

~ Anglong district and for the districts of Chirang,
Baksa and Udalguri under the Bodoland Territorial )
Autonomous District (BTAD) area. Ten numbers of |
hew Police Stations and 12 numbers of Outposts <
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- have been created in N.C.: Hills and Karbi Anglong

districts: A Policy decision-has been taken to create

. Police Stations-in remote areas includirig the Char
- -and Riverine areas. - During :the -current year it-is -
~_proposed to open'45 Polfice Stations including 19
" Police Stations in:Char Areas. Steps have been
- *“taken' for filling" of the vacant posts in stste police
... fordes. The rising: of the: 23rd, Assam Police (India
* Reserve) Battalion will be compieted within March

2008 and the“process for raising the 24th .Assam

* ‘Police (Indla Reserve) Battaliomr has ‘been started.

L IMPLEMENTATION QF ASSAM 'ACCORD :

My Governmerit is taking: aH actions for ‘the

:speedy implementation of.the Assam Accord It is
- committed to the detection and deporationof all .
‘illigal foreigners from Assam and to ensure that no
- harassment is meted out. to" amy. genuine Indian
| citizens in the; process. To speed up the process of
.. detection and-deportation of foreigners-another 21
- additional Foreigners: Tribunals. have beent set up.

. . Preliminary works for-updation:of NRE€ have been
~ - taken up. Scanning of NRG 1951 and the Electoral

 Rolls up.t011971 are nearing completion. Data entry
of electoral rolls has been outsourced to AMTRON

and works aré in an ‘advanced stage. The request of

.- the Registrar General of India for. submitting a

~ proposal/modalities’ for updating the NRC is under

consideration of the State Government.
~The ‘Commiitee of Ministers’ constituted by the
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- Government: of Assam to examine all the issues
- -relating.to the implementation. of Clause 6 of the |
Assam: Accord -including the definition of |
- ‘Assamese people’ is- functioning. Rs. 10.00 crores

~have -beén released: for the scheme for

Modermisation of Jyoti Chitraban: Film Studio Phase

+ -1l (Part .I).by the Government of India and action
o ..«fo't‘.jtsarimp}érﬂentation, initiated. The foundation :
,.Stoneof the AssamGaS Cracker PI‘O_]ect was had l

:"by the Hon’ble.Prime Minister of India .on 9th April

++2007 and. various activities for its implementation
have been initiated. The Bogibeel Rail-cum-Roag
Project Has been approved by the Government of
India as a National Project.

"~ Under Indo Bangladesh Border (IBB) Phase-I
‘works, -147.423 km of roads, 144.300 km of fence
*“works, 110 nos. of RCC bridges, 19.988 km of link

“road and 3 nos. of link road bridges have been
Completed. Under Phase-II, out of total length of

" 33.464 km IBB road, a length of 38.736 km has "

" b?en completed and earthwork in respect of 13.568
- oy completed. -In addition, 12.077 km of fence
~ Works, 1 no. of RCC bridge and 3 nos. of protection
“,’°ka_ have also been completed. .
 AGRICULTURE : |
A vast majority of the rural population depend
on agriculture “and -jts development is a matter of
Priority not only to increase agricultural product{on
m the State but also to bring in rural prosperity.

£
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Thé Rashtriya Knsh1 Vikas YQ] ana has been launched

‘this year and it glves stress to reonent the agncultural .
- development ‘Strategies to meet the needs of the
- farmers. In ‘Assam an’ anfinal growth of at least 2%

in the agncultura] sector has been targéted from 2007-

08 to 2071412 undér this scheme The National Food
- * Secufity ‘Mission: has also" been' launched i 13
. “'dlstncts ‘for acceleratmg the growth rate of rice
- production. During the year it aims- an"increase in.

+10% in the area coverage of Summer Rlce cultlvatlon
* in -these districts. 5 S

Admlmstratlve approval for an amount of Rs.

© 20.50 crores has been accorded by the' Government

of India for the scheme of Macro Management of

:Agriculture. The focys areas under this scheme

" -+would be in ‘the areas of agnculture mechanisation,

- - certified, seeq - production, ‘integrated ' nutrient
AR management 1ntegrated pest ‘management, crop

- Wells ang 5,736
. Mechamsatlon Prog

-developmenf* and- dlver51flcat10n “women’s

= lempowennent deVelopment of Char Aréas and soil
1+ .COnSErvatisy.’ Duiin

o poténtial of 14:39

g the year additional’ ungatlon
2 hectares has been created
ation of 1,460 Shallow Tube
Low Lift Pumps. Under the

through the install

Power Tillgfg have-

" To accelerate the
Programme hagq
MT of Paddy

seeds and 2 603

been dlstnbuted to ‘the farmers.

been taken up to produce 19,060
eeds, 620 MT of Rape & Mustard
MT of Pulses seeds during the year.

gramme, -205 Tractors and 512

g seed productlon a Seed Village
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- . Proposals for two. Quality Control-. Laboratories,
.., -.Seed.Godowns and Seed Villages for an amount of
... = R&.-20.00 .crores have been-submitted to the
. .. 3pvernment of India. Organic farming is gaining
..~ .popularity in Assam and during. the year 17.50 MT
. - -of; Organic Joha Rice was exported to Europe. To
» . popularise:Rabi Maize production a demonstration
o prom.ijle_,:has .been taken.up in Dalgaon Seed
: Farm. in'.collaboration. . with. a Thailand based
. company., Prov151on _o'f‘,a.g.gi,cultural credit is a
priority aréa for my Government. During the year
.~ Kishan Credit Cards were distributed to 25,941
..., farmers increasing the total credit card holders to
332 ‘la‘.'khs fa'rmev’rs,‘ o
- During the year.an additional area of 1,476
- hectares has been. brought under. various horticulture
- .- CTops; in Assam. An impressive production growth
,_-@te of 11% has beenachieved for Fruits. and the
« - samie, for, Vegetables and Spices. is 2% and 3%
S I@ﬁ?ﬁ?ctivgiy.",Or_angc,;,.yvorth Rs. 3.5 crores and
. Ginger worth Rs;: 1.6 crores were exported during
R : the,year. In respect of infrastructure development 6
*{m?al;-manketS‘ were,.developed during 2007 taking
-the total to 31-tural markets. Floriculture has tak?“
'~.7.+a.new direction in.the- .State with commercia
< v..production under buy back arrangement with private
- Parties taking .place in the cultivation of crops like
‘Anthurium and Qrehids. . | '

Lndal o

B T ey
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* bectares is sought to be created
24700 -hec

© . _.an irrigation potential of 1,775 hectdtes.

© " "IRRIGATION 1/ - -

© .. Under'the Bharat'Nirman Programme it is
© - _proposed 'to.create an“irrigation’ potential of
+ 1,14,603 hectares: by implementing' different Major,

Medium :and:Minor Irrigation Schemes by the year

--2009.-at_an: estimated . cost of Rs: ~402:00. crores..-
..+ There ‘are: 7-Major/Medium - Irrj gation ‘Schemes

under: implementation under the . Accelerated

“Irrigation ‘Benefit Programme’ (AIBP) at present

through which it is proposed to irrigate 5,200 .

- hectdres. during the year. The Modernisation of
- Sukla Irrigation: Project ‘at a cost of Rs. 2710.40
- lakhs has ‘been taken up which will revive 27,400
.- hectares on..completion. The- flood- ravaged

~ ‘Bordikorai::Irtigation Project:'is.-also under
reeomstrictions o T i ad hes ’

*_"Minor Trigation Schemes have beéii'taken up with

funding under the State ‘Plan, ATBP aiid NABARD.
Under the-State’ Plan; a potential of 710" hectares is

" 'to be ‘created during the year and 2 potential of 390

hectares tevive."Under AIRP a potential-of 4,300
be } during the year and
ctares revived. Agaifist a itarget ‘of 7,111

- hectares. to. be created- through-22° Miner Itrigation

Schemes with NABARD (RIDF-X). funding, so far
1,579 hectares have ‘bees irrigated. NABARD has |
saictioned 12 Minor Itrigation ‘Schemes under
RIDF-XI at a cost' of Rs: 1;81439 lakhs for creating

3

e s
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ANIMAL HUSBANDRY & VETERINERY :

Loty oron oAnimal Husbandry. is ~p0'tenﬁa]1y one .of the mqst
socio-economic

P

i Lei1Nportantssectors, for: rapid ' ]
RIRTLANH ~.d;e‘V.éflOpn_1.ent_ of-the-ural. areas. - A fast g‘row?h in
STV ,,tlns sectot js - eSscﬁti al‘ 1ot ‘only t0 achieve higher
1o productivity levels- in livestock -products Vbut also
nostforanrinereéase - i rural household incomes. quer
wsi . the /Assamr: Agricultural: Competitiveness; Project
VG (AACP) durmgfthe . year. 55,332 = artlflCIal
07 7 inseminations. were performed,: 22 857-;cross bred
1o scalves: were. born,; 1357 free:and bealth camps
AR Orgamsed,\ 166- G'OpalMltl'aS were engaggd and 33
o7, farmers itaken: tor Anaﬂd,-gGujarat for .an.iexposure

: .»;ViSit;..--isomef 'oth_er,,,i‘mpo;rtan't SchelnehS' under

. implementation are the National Project-on Cattle
and Buffalo ‘Breeding, the- Integrated ‘Piggery

isp: -, Development Progamme .and the Integrated Poultry
O :T:\;T‘DWE!QP@@:N Prd‘graiil‘me.,ln view of. the recent

of '.jgutbrleakaAV1q‘n 1nﬂuenza ll'l weStBengala a
~or v number, of actions have, been. faken A0 provent,
S NN : R e :
nor g ycontrol and.contain the disease- 11 Assam.

......

t5 s vee JDairy - develppment -in .Assam®iS aiming at the
117 7 seconomic upliftment of the. rural milk producers and
HoEa. prOVldlllgurban .éoﬁs'umers with qu;ality.'-milk at
<1 - Tcaspnable. lpriées.»Uhdéf the. Assam ~Ag1’-icultu_Fal
et (1Competitiveness: Project the. dairy farmers are beins
1., Organised inte, Dairy .Cooperative Societies (DCS)
. .and Self:Help; Group, (SHGs) and -provided with
forward- anditbackwaf&.ﬂlfilﬂcvages to- strengthen their
‘capacity and make fhem more competitive and
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- economicallyzviable: At present173.DCS and 89
. ﬁi SHGs -have ‘been.organised«in- Assam and it is .
- ~proposedtQ:,organise. another . 250: DCS and 250

SHGs »within. the ; project . -periad.. Under the
Integrated 'Dairy Development, Prograinme, the
. Tezpur: DairyPlant;the,iSilchar. Dairy Plant and the

,\Sarbhpg; Ghilling-Plant_have. been cempleted and

Swaln s ycommissianed. Othen dairy - plants -and chllllng

o

e L
vk oo

e- e
o

SR FISHBRIES |

| My Government has taken up a comprehenswe
“"plan for: the. dévélopmént of Wwater*resources in
- Assam>for aquaculture aiming at-enhancing the fish -
productlon and the upliftment ofsthe:poor, fishermen

,plants are, m Vanous stages of . Lcomp‘,leuon

~.;; community.- :During: the  year, -actionihas been

. -initiated for: development .of 3,200 hectares of water
-area for scientific fish. culture-targeting; a production
.- of more than 5000 kg per hectare. :Under .the Assam
AgncuLtural Competitiveness - PrOJect so. far 1,202
:hectares: of “water -area’ ‘has: been .developed
beneﬁtmg 10,417 fish farmers.. sDuring the year an
+~amount ‘of Rs. 300.00 lakhs has been sanctioned

s under the Emplqyment Generauon Mission for

J,fdevelopment of {137 hectares  of water area by.
. engaging 119 Self Help, Groups It is proposed to
. train up,women for. ﬁsh fanmng in each panchayat '

ar ea,

- ‘ ‘..‘ N

.Assam has a good potentlal for omamental fish
culture. -For promoting this, a separate unit for
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., “ornamental fish culture -has.been-set-up in the

..sDirectorate’ of Fisheriés and ' training is being

imparted to unemployed youth’ through the College

~+.: of Fisheriés ‘Raha’ Under an innovative scheme
. .named ‘Matsya Mitra’ it is targeted to train 1,000
- youttis from-all the development-blocks in Assam

“v. o to enable them to provlde consultancy services to'

'+ fish farmers ‘at' the'grass root: level. It is also
~proposed ‘to train’ progressive fish -farmers and

provide them. with tool kits for giving extension

service to the nelghbourmg ﬁsh farmers

PANCHYAT & RURAL DEVELOPMENT

- The Panchayat Elections in Assam were held
durin’gDeb"ember 2007 and January 2008 for all the

- three tiers of the panchyats bairing a few areas. To .

make the functionirig of the panchayats more

" effective, my Governiment has done an activity
- mapping and,notiﬁed the samé clearly demarcating
- the responsibilities of the three tiers- of panchayats

in respect of- 23 activities of 17 departments. During

the year an amount of Rs. 69.89- crores has been
| r:released ‘to the -Zilla' Patishads for implementation
of schemes under the ‘District Déevelopment Plan.

" The National Rural Employment Guarant€€

Scheme (NREGS) is being implemented in 13
districts in Assam under which employment in

unskilled jobs upto 100 days in a year is guaranteed
on demand. Under this scheme 13.01 lakh job cards
have been issued in the 13 dlstncts During the yéar
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- 'so” far 9 25" lakh job -cardholders’ were prov1ded
- employment out of which 1.60 1akh job cardholders

were provided: 100 -days employment The
Sampoorna Gramin ''Rojgar Yo_lana (SGRY)

~continiles to be ‘implemented in the ‘fémathing 14
** districts. Under this scheiiie- 170.16' lakh mandays

" ‘have béen créated till January 2008: From 1st April -

. 212008 these: 14 dlstrlcts will be covered under

- 'NREGS. "Under- the Intergrated - Wasteland
E "'Development Programme (IWDP) at present 149

------

Under the Swarnjayantl Gramm Swarozgar
Yojana (SGSY) the rural poor are organised in Self

~Help Groups (SHGs) and provided training and
- income, generatlng assets. So far a total of 1,46,630

SHGs have beeii * formed in Assam out' of which

"85, 853 SHGs have' been given'a revolvmg fund and
" 30,725 SHGs have ‘been prov1ded with bank loan
“and sub51dy Rural housmg has been provided to

- 92,416 BPL fannhes under the Indira Awas Yojana

so far dunng 2007 08 and 49,233 houses are under
constfuction. Under the Assam Vlkash Yojana, Rs

) 15:50 crores has been prov1ded for giving assistance
to rura] fam111es living below the poverty ‘line by
 way ‘of - prowdmg assets like, rlckshaws sewing

machines, pul carts etc. To make the niral people
aware, all the Gaon Panchayats would be provided.

with a TV set under’ the Assam’ Vikash Yojana.

Under the Indira Gandhj National Old Age
Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS) whlch was launched
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. in November; 2007, all persons above. 65 years and
hvmg below the-poverty line w111 be. provided an
. amount..of Rs.-250/< per month The centrally

. . funded- Backward Region Grant Fund (BRGF)
. .scheme for. removing regional 1mbalances and
.- meeting mfrastructural gaps -has been introduced in

11 .districts in Assam.,Under this: scheme, these

‘ '-,:, dlstncts would get funds: each to the tune of Rs
.- :A1.00, crores, to Rs, 13. OO crores, per..year. The
Kalpataru ‘Scheme. for fundmg income: generation

activities, will contmue to,be melemented m 2008.

SR O " EO ’OPERATION

e Assam 10 134 co operatlve sometles are

- ‘rendenng various services for economic upliftment
) of the | poor people. of the State ‘These co-operative

societies are playlng an 1mportant role in the

vdevelopment of Agncultural Credit, Housing,
... Fishery, Dalry, Processing,. .Cottage and Small Scale

. Industries, Transport etc. My Government has taken
_a number of steps for revamping. and streamlining

the activities of co-operative societies. To make the

. co- Operatlve movement more democratlcally

‘,managed and” autonomous the Assam Co-operatlve
“Societies Bill, 2007 has been passed. It is also
,,proposed to reglster new sometles taking up

' diversified act1v1tles such as.running Hostels,
Hospltals and Pharmames One such society namely,

Sanjlbml Hospltal and Research co-operative
society has alteady should a hospital in Barpeta.
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U TR Under tlie Assaim Vikdsh ‘Yojan“4ction has been
sk ‘taken 'to féVﬁélis@”Wdﬁi’énﬁ Eo‘fdﬁétﬁt’i’x’fe",Societi_es. .
Pt it Asam In the First'phiasé & S of Rs: 1'30 crores

Ll hadh damagei Ay ot S e R T AE
has bedn sanctioned as 4 pnt t6' 740 Women Co-

7 Obetative’ Socisties 6" eriablg them' s 'take up
e vatiolis veconbmis  Fetivitres ‘AR Alccidental
©E Insurande’ Scligme has béen 4aken up’ to ‘provide
7O Vinsurdnde’ coVer- 16 the memibers of “thie” Primary

B Cooperative' Fishery Societies” belofging to the
"+ Scheduled Caste categary” To ‘revive the ‘sHort-term .
7 oredit structure in-the 'Stite, "4 Memorafidum of
'Understanding is’ proposed t"be 'signéd with the

i que@@%ﬁt ‘of ‘India “dnd "NABARD. * - ";

DranoTin g L ik TN Lo '.;;:{;;_g,; ;_-ﬁ;”g(',;, 2

Cieinivdd e SOIL:CONSERVATION ...

. My Government 'js*%¥ugihsd™ ¥n  the
i:nplgméntationfof:pméi,méssre,ﬁtedt}' to Soil and -
", - Water Management Tnsorder to dréestérosion and
- wloss ofsoil, various:aseivifies like Watershed
el v i:vﬁManagemén't,ftRiVer Traimng', : Go’nﬁ_ovléfkwer Bank
15 Brosion; ‘Afforestation; “Cish/'Crop “Plafitation and
" 17mControl of Shifting Cultivation ate béiiig tifidertaken
© o rotran‘annual basis; Suchvactivities assist'in poverty

< ralleviation and emplqynient generation #part from

o i enliAnCng the dgren oy prodiictivity “of land.

e BAforts havesalsy begr e 1o revitalise the Assam,

Plantation Crops Development Corporation.

BRI T A PRI

< ENVIRONMENT & FOREST

...The.Chief Mip; ' §

ster’s Se.uji Dhara Ac¢hani:is under




-, .. .eommunities:are, involved ip. treg planfation during
. the year 15,lakh seedlings were distributed to school
- .students: of Class V to X. Under the Neem Nagari

Achani_about. 50,000 Neem scedlings have been

* .. .plantediin different district and sub-divisional towns
.. .during the.year.. Under . the National Bamboo

- ~Mission, during the year 2,880 Hectares of forest )

- . areas. haye, been planted with bamboos and 16 -

°f8 lakh: quality-plating materials. - In addition, an
. .area of 2,000 Hectares. of degraded bamboo arcas

o - taken up in 350 forest villages during the year under

R
.

 « Joint Forest Management- Progt

-~ . drinking waer facilities etc. ha

GOVERNOR’S ‘ADDRESS 3rd March

. _.implementation under which schoal, children and

" centralised bamboo nurseries created for.production

have. been taken.yp for restocking. Under the
Jatropha plantation progamme, 66 lakh Jatropha
seedlings have :been raised ‘in 11 Forest Divisions
.during the year. .
- .Community  development activities and family
. . oriented income generating schemes have been

vvvvvv

Scheme. Under the

amme, plantations
. and ,elltl'y pomtaCtl,Vlnes in»the, form ,O,f COHStTUCtion

|

 and repairing. of roads, bridges, Gommunity halls, |
inki acilitic ve been taken up 1l |

|

|

28 Forest- Development Agencies. Plantation of

- medicinal plants has also been taken WP

Development Agencies. - .~ © Project. 2
Under the India Rhin .Sion_zozo roject,
acr | ndia:Rhino Vis! translocated to

male and 2 female Rhinos are to be 2™
the Manas National Park- for reintroduction of the

in 10 Forest

S
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: 'specres therem Dunng the year, 18 PrgmyHogs from

the Prgmy Hog Conservatlon Breedrpg Centre at

_Basistha have been translocated to Potasali near the

- Nameri National Park. A Vuture .Conservation
o lBreedmg Centre has been estabhshed at-Rani wrth .
" financial support from. the Bomby Natural. History
\',Socrety The, Kaznanga Tiger , Reserve. has been

' 'f;constltuted as the thrrd tiger Teserve : ‘n Assam

PUBLIC ENTERPRISES

~ There ‘are at present 47 State Public Sector

~ Enterprisés in Assam under the administrative
~ control of 22 departments My Goverment has taken

| _'up various measures to reform these Public
_‘Enterprlses with financial assistance from the Asian

L "Development ‘Bank_ under the Assam Governance
- & Public Resoirce Management Programme It has

been decrded to close 11 Pubhc Enterpnses and two

" “subsidiaries under anothier Public Enterprise. So far
4,706 employees of the Public Enterprises have
" beéen. reléased on voluntary retirement at a cost of

“Rs. 140.00 crores funded from the ADB and the .
< State” budget. A~ System Of Memorandum of
' 'Understandmg with “Public. Enterprrses has been

“introduced’ for 1mprov1ng ‘their’ functronmg with

' delegatlon of authorrty along with accountabllty and

at present it covers’ 8 Pubhc Enterpnses

INDUSTRY & COMMERCE T
Due to’ the proactive initiatives ‘on. my
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Govemment and the other State Governments of -

- -the North Eastem Regron the Government of India
““has declared a new Industrial Pollcy for the North
- Eastern' Region’in’ the name of the North East
- Industrial: & Investment Promotion Policy (NEIIPP)
2007 under which many fiscal benefi ts have been

T provrded for  investors. To complement the NEIIPP
© 2007, "a new-hidustrial Policy is beinig announced

“shortly t6-interalia provrde for investor friendly
single window clearances.

My Government has been proactive  in

R showcasmg ‘Assam as an 1nvestment “destination.

‘The Chief Munster has led a term of officials to
- the USA and the UK in June 2007 for this purpose
followed by another wsrt to the USA in September
-2007 as a part of the Ind1a@60 celebrations. My
Government also partrcrpated in the Business
Summit organised in Bangkok in October 2007.

This has evoked a favourable response from many

- fOHgﬂ investors and recently a business delegation

“had - ws1ted Assam from Thalland to explore the
possrblllty of mvestment in varlous sectors.

: Industrlal development is bemg promoted in.
"Assam through taking up of various Integrated
Infrastructural Development PI'OjeCtS and Industrial
Growth Centres. The Growth Centre at Chaygaon
has been. inaugyrated and so far 16 units. have been
allotted land there. The newly inaugurated Border
Trade Centre: at Sutarkandi-in Karimganj district
WOUld,PTOV}de facilities for border trade with

o sty
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* Under the Mukhya Mantrir Karma Jyoti Achani
necessary tools, equipments 4nd raw materials are

“provided to artisans. So far 1,19,145 artisans have
benefited under ‘this programme in different

districts: Under the Udyog Jyoti Scheme, more than

" 2000 students from different parts of Assam were

""" brougth to-Guwahati for industrial visits: Thereafter,

144 students have been sent out side the state for

- further exposure on industrial development. Under

the Chief Minister’s Swa Niyojan Yojana, 76

~ trainees were sponsored to various parts of the
country for 6 months training and out of these 27

,have | completed‘their traiﬂillg

'HANDLOOM, TEXTILES & SERCULTURE :

Assam has a‘rich- and time-tested- tradititon of

- weaving in handlooms, which ‘occupies a position
‘of pride -in- the society. Assamese women

irrespective of caste, creed, community and status

- have woven since time immemorial all their
" .requirement of garments and household materials. -

At present handloem weaving provides direct and

 indirect employment to about 25 lakh people in the

State, which is. second only to'agriculture, However,

- the handloom sector has'not grown on a commercial

scale with only ‘3 lakh looms out of the 13 lakh

. looms in the State beirig engaged in in weaving for
- commercial purposes. My Government has taken

several measures to promote weaving on a
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commercial scale. It has also taken.measures for

~design improvement  to - produce fabric of "
) mtematlonal standards

There are 102 Handloom Tralmng Centres 4

v

,,,,,

ass1st the weavers W1th backward and forward
lmkages for takmg up: handloom ‘weaving as a self-
employment venture, The . unemployed youth
passmg out of the Handloom Training Centres and
~ Institutes are assisted, under various schemes of the
Government Dunng the current year, my
' Government has taken up a. scheme to distribute
‘one bundle of yamn each to 3,77,358 poor weavers

~ of the State at'a cost of Rs. 20.00 crores.
. -..- . Assamis known for.its Muga and Eri varieties
- of silk. My Government has taken up programmes

for. commercialising Muga and Eri production with

a foeus:on, creating rural employment.; Marketing
Of -diversified Muga_and Eri products is being
promoted . under._ the Assam Agricultural

Compet;izti,.venes\s Project., Rural youth -are being

-.-provided training in capacity building to enable

. them.to avail the: growing opportunities for capacity

“building: Action has. been. initiated for upgrading

* and ‘modemising: the: existing government farms and

centresiand for. enhancing the:availability of food

- materials - through -extension of plantatlon in

[
T
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- traditional.. land'sv as well as. degraded forestlands

w1th1n easy proxnmtjf of srlkworm rearers

HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

My Government i§" cgmmltted fo prov1de

o "'1mproved health eare facilities ‘as‘a whole with an
'*}-‘emﬁhasm on thé rural health sector. It has initiated

e dction for the upgradation of the Guwahati Medical

. ,_,.College & Hospltal (GMCH) as a Supper Speaahty
Hospital at a cost of Rs. 119.95 ‘crores. For

upgradatlon ‘of ‘the” infrastructural facilities with

~ ‘mecessary modein equipments a scheme for Rs.
7 100.00 crores each has beeni taken up in the three

Medical Colleges in Assam, namely, ‘GMCH, Assam

Medical College & Hospital (AMCH) Dibrugarh
and Silchar Medical College & Hospital’ ‘(SMCH),
Silchar. -Administtative approvat has béen given for
Rs. 487.50 crores for establishment of three Medical

.- Colleges-in Jorhat, Tezpur and Barpeta. A high-tech
.- .diagnostic equipment- cffted ‘PET-SCAN’ is
... proposed to be set up- at GMCH at ‘a cost of Rs.

- .30.00: crores. Another MRI is proposed to be
.~ “installed at ‘the Jorhat Civil Hospital by 2008. A
‘ scheme for prov1d1ng free pace makers to

, economlcally -weaker patients has been started from

- October, 2007. From March 2008 it-is proposed to

" make available free. medicines (Chemotherapy) to -

cancer patlents in“the’ three Medlcal Colleges of .

: .Assam
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+. Admission to the three- Homeopathic Collegee of
-~Assam; which had been-kept withheld by the

Central Council of Homoeopathy for want of

" required teachers and infrastructural facilities, have
- been reopened due to concrete actions, taken by my
. .Government, Consequent to the adoptlon of the Act

for the estabhshment of the Srimanta Sankardeva
Umversny of Health Sc1ences in Assam a prov151on

... of Rs..1.00 crores has been made in this year’s
budget to initiate action for its establishment. Due
L :to tunely intervention, malarial deaths in the State
~ have been brought down to 149 in 2007 against
_,1_:_304 in 2006. Five vaccination programes for
. Japanese Encephalitis have been taken up in the

-four districts of lerugarh “Tinsukia, Golaghat and

"Jorhat during 2007.

25,533 numbers. of Accredited Social Health

" Activist (ASHA) have been.engaged for for

‘Promoting the Janani Suraksha Yojana: During the

" year there has been a significant increase in the
" number of institutional deliveries in the State over

the previous. year. Due to launching of a special

- - drive for immunisation and institutional delivery,

the infant mortality rate and the maternal mortality
rate has come down. An amount of Rs. 60.00 crores

-has been sanctioned during .the current year for.

construction  of 750 Sub-centres. including the
quarters . for ANM so as to ensure basic health
services specially for maternal and child health care
at the village level. Eight Mobile Medical Units

e e ——.———




2008 -

i

GOVERNOR’S’ ADDRESS N

worth-Rs: 49.00 Likhs each’have-been' lunched under
the Nationsl. Rural-Health Mission to extend health

© care services:to' the: far ﬂung areas. Two more
‘Mobile.Medical- Umts are’ expected to be started in
_the ‘next few months °

PUBLIC WORKS |
- My Governmeht 1s nnplementmg vanous roads

-----

cwanand brldge ‘projects ‘with fuids' from 'the Non

Lapsable Central Pool of Resources, Central Road

‘Fund, Centrally Sponsored Scheme' for State Road

of Inter State Connect1v1ty and -Economic

. .Importance World Bank, NABARD, North Eastern

- Council as well as from the State Plan.. Under the
Pradhan Mantn Gram Sadak: Yojana, so, far 3,310
~km of roadwork has been' completed- and work in

respect of, 3 ,937..km_is in. ‘progress.-Under the

..\’ Mukhyamantnr Pakipath Nirman Achani against a
target of 615 .km so:far a length. of 584 km has -

been completed and the -balance’ would be

‘completed within this financial ‘year. Another phase

o of 400 km under. this scheme is proposed«o be taken

‘fup for Rs. 150.00 crores, Project preparation

 activities under the World Bank funded Assam State

‘Road Project has already started ,and works are

likely to start. shortly..

‘Two flyovers at Guwahatl at Bhangagarh and
Slxmlle are under impleméntation and are proposed

'»-to be completed by March, 2008.- Works in respect

o .of three Medical Colleges at. Tezpur; ‘Jorhat and
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-, Barpeta are. in the process of allotment. Under the
Spec1a] Apcelerated ‘Road Development Programe in
.the North- Eastern Region. (SARDP-NE). Phase-A,
‘,1‘8] ,km;s,_,qf roads- are -under . implementation and
'28% progress has been achieved till January 2008.
Under SARDP-NE Phase-B, 9 state roads are
- proposcd te*be takeri aup. for improvement as double
Iane and DPRS for a total length of 124 kms
bmu;ed 10, the Governmcnt of India for approval.

:PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING

A-n extensive pro gramme has been taken up under
Bharat Nirman Programme to prov1de safe’ drinking
- watet 'to all the rémaining’ habitations identified
‘under the Comprehenswe Action Plan 299, In
addition;-under this programme provision of safe
" drinking' water is also made for all rural primary
'+ ‘and ‘upper primary schools and habitations that have
- slipped back from full coverage due to increase in
populanon Onth.ving of the source ‘etc. The problem
~. of ‘'water - quallty 1is also addressed under this
progfame ‘Up till' December 2007, a total of 1,316
" habitations have been covered, 116 ‘slipped back
- hiabitations’ ‘have ‘been covered 2 ,478 schools have
‘been’ covered and 75 Arsenic, 28 Fluoride and 454
Iron affected habitations have been covered. It is
. also proposed to provide 3,020 spot sources in water
;-scarce ‘areas of Assam under the Assam Vikash
Yo_;ana A Total Sanitation Campaign programme

. has been taken up under which school-Sanitation
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Blocks Anganwadl T01lets and Ind1v1dual
Housellold Latrmes for below poverty level families

-, I . . . .
ST B SR TR ¢

EDUCATIDN RS TR

- I B I N AE

My Govemment has passed the Assam anate

L ,.,Unmrsmy Act. 2007 and notified the: Assam Private
, - University. .-Ruless 2007 to. , enable. ; private
‘,p-artici-pa_tion :in. higher. g¢ducation.:The K.K.

. .Handique ‘State. Open Uniyersity has;been set up to
~cater to. the :need of distange -education- and it is )
expected to. start its, foundatlon .courses,within the
-year.. As a sequel tprrovmlallsauon 10 ,274
teach.mg and . .hon- teachmg posts ..in 188
provmcwhsed, colleges have been b;:ought into the

| non-plan budget Asswtaqce has been prowded to

“the. Gauha’a Umversxty and the. D1brugarh University
'to opén new courses in IT, Blotechnology etc. -
“'During the year financial assistance has-been

prov1ded to the Gauhati University for Rs. 29.00

- i"crores and to the Dibrugarh:University for Rs. 19.00
inctores. Development, grants of Rs. '10:00,crores has

- béenprovidedito. Cotton College and Rs. 3.00 crores
- provided.to the Jorhat.Science.College for its

development.: For prov1dmg mfrastructure support
Rs. 10.00 crores each: has:been given to the Assam

. MEngmeermg College and the Jorhat Engmeermg
- College and Rs. 50.00 lakhs each’ ‘given to 9
. .'Polytechmcs A llbrary grant of Rs. 9. 80 ‘crores has
“been provided to 196 Colleges @ Rs 5.00 lakhs

each.
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For the upgradatlon of one existing Higher

= "jsecondafY/ngh School in each of .the 219
¥ Dévelopment Blocks 2s 2 Model School, an amount

of Rs. 22.00 crores has béen prov1ded durmg 2007.
An amount of Rs. 32.00 crores has been sanctioned
for repalr and renovatlon of 464 Govemment and
Schools~ Govemmelft of Indla has. sanctioned an
)amount of: Rs.. 43 00- crores for introducing
lcomputer education’ i 641 Higher- Secondary/ngh

235 38 ¢hoolss Finaneial® asmstanee of Rs. 11.20 crores

"+ has'beei'provided so far t6°1,033 non-governmental

' “educational’ mstltutlons 1nclud1ng Madrassas.

- Moreover; Rs. 3.19 crores has been proposed for

""glvmg financial “assistance to another 262 non

"' "“Government educational institutions during 2007-

© 08 In Tespect of Madrassa Education, action has

“"been taken for"its modernigation, for appomtment

. - of Urdu teachers and for awardmg schoolarships
e 'to students ‘

My Government has been takmg a number of

-< actions for bringing improvements in the elementary
' education-sector:. So far, 2,662 Schools have been
© " provided “with . .drinking and sanitation facilities
~under-PMGY. Teaching -and Learning ‘Materials

have been provided to 29,634 primary 'schools under

'PMGY and Award of the 12th Finance Commission.

For better implementation of the Mid-Day-Meal
scheme Kitclien ‘Devices have been provided to-

-'17,666 primary schools, ‘construction - of Kltchen-
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cum-Store completed 111 5] 570 schools and m'
progress in 24,497 schools Free textbooks have -

been provrded to 72 43 lakh students up to Class

VIII To encourage hteracy among women Rs

o prov1de brcycles o' C one Takh g1r1 students of Class
- VIII. ‘and Class X belongmg to BPL families. The

. | .Sarba Slksha AbhlJan is being’ 1mp]emented with

the aim of prov1d1ng umversal and quality
elementary educatlon P

-

SOCIAL WELFARE ‘

The Integrated Chlld Development Scheme
‘ (ICDS) is .being: umversahsed with the-setting up

of 11,666 Anganwad1 Centrés during the corrent |

- year, faking ‘the total ‘fiumber of functioning

Anganwadi Centres m Assam to 37,082. The

, supplementary Nutntron P;ogalnme (SNP) under
~ICDS has been made more part1c1patory and
. effective with the’ setting up of District Level
;Commlttees for SNP. and transferrlng the

management of the programme to the Anganwadi

Centre’ Management Committee at the Vﬂlage level. |
A decision has also been taken to increase the
honoranum of the Anganwadl Workers and Helpers

‘On the occasron of the Repubhc Day 2008 a total

.'of 1,166 Freedom Fighters from [Assam were
| honoured with a blanket each. The. rate of pension

to the Freedom Flghters has been enhanced from
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Rs. 2,500/~ per month to Rs. 3 ,000/- per month with

o : "'effect from 1.4.2007.. Under the Juvenile Justice
"~ Aét, a new Observation Home has been set up

) durlng ‘the year at Bamumgaon in Kamrup district.

" The Chlef Mmlster S Jlbon Jyoti Bima Achani is
o fbemg 1mplemented and appropnate steps have been
~ _.taken to ensure that the scheme benefits flow to
' 'the clalmants smoothly During the year, free food
" was prov1ded to the hostellers of the Deaf and

Dumb School, Guwahat1 Tt is proposed to initiate
action to provide loans at low rate of interest to
physically handicapped persons. It further proposed
to set up two Schools for the physically handicapped -

© persons, two Protective- Homes for Women and three
' ""Old Age Homes i Assam

FOOD & CIVIL SUPPLIES
Through the Public Dlstrlbutlon System operating

in the State subsidised Rice, Wheat, Sugar and S.K.

011 are being prov1ded to the people. Rice at a

N further subsidised rate is being prov1ded to the BPL
- ,beneﬁc1ar1es The poorest of the poor are being -
C covered under the Antoyada Anna Yojana, under
~ which 7,04, 000 families are being provided 35 kg -

. per month at a hlgh.ly subsidised Rice of Rs. 3/-

- per kg. Under the Randhanjyoti Scheme free LPG

single bottle' connections are provided to widows,
female members of BPL families' and SHG =
members. In the first two phases under this scheme

'1,43,035 people ‘have been benefited. During the
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.....

~ third phase under operatlon 16 460 persons will be

8 'beneﬁted It is proposed to start the fourth phase

',,soon

-

For provrdmg food secunty to seleoted BPL'

. ‘categomes at the time. of natural - calam1t1es llke

........

Banks have been set up at. dn‘fferent places in the

- State 'and are being made, fuctlonal soon. May

S r v
Pl

- enforced

L Government 18" taking effectlve measures for
,,strengthenlng the protection. of rlghts of the
-7 consumers through the Assam . State Consumers

Disputes Redressal Comnnssron and the 23 District
Consumer Disputes Redressal Forunr. To safeguard

* the .interest of consumers varions Acts and Rules

in respect. of: Welghts & Measures are being

,..,_. -

- BORDER AREAS

A Border Area Development Programm wrth
100% SpeCIal Central Assrstance ts under

| -implementation in the. international borders with
- Bangaladesh and Bhutan. In the 10 Development

- - Blocks. along the Indo-Bhutan border a number of

schemes have been taken up giving priority to the

provision -of safe.. drinking water, road
_communication and health sector schemes. In the -
15 Development Blocks along the Indo-Bangladesh .~

| ~ border in addition .',to'»taking up schemes in these

areas priority is being ‘given to the construction of

~raised platforms for shelter of flood-affected people
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and ll.vestock dunng the floods. In the Insterstate
" Border areas schemes are being taken up under the
Decentralised Plan for improvement of roads,
drmkmg water,” electrification of border villages,
constructlon of" bndges etc. During’ ‘the current year
-an’ amount: of Rs. 140.00 lakhs was approved for
the construction and. ‘maintenance of BOPs along
the .Assaih-Nagaland ‘border. An amount of Rs.

- = 10.00 crores has ‘also been * provided under the

“‘Assam Vlkash'Yo_]ana for the development of BOPs
and for infrastructure development in the Interstate

. Borders of Assam

el T WELFARE OF SC/ST & BACKWARD

- "CLASSES :

My Government is commltted to the all round
development of the ST, SC, OBC and MOBC
communities living in the State. Seven Autonomous
“ Councils including BTAD have been created to
-~ fulfill the aspirations of the different tribal people

~ of the State. Dunng the current year af amount of

Rs. '130.00 croreés have beén allocated for the
" BTAD, Rs. 23:50 crores for Mishing Autonomous
~Council, Rs. 6.09 crores for the Tiwa-Lalung
Autonomous Council, 12.50 crores for the Rabha-
~ Hasong Autonomous Council, Rs. 6.00 crores for
" the Sonowal Kachari Autonomous Council, Rs. 7.00
crores for the’ Thengal Kachari Autonomous
Council angd: Rs. 4.00 crores for ‘the Deori
Autonomons Counc11 An amount of Rs. 33. 58
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: :_\_croreshas been. provided for ST people living

outside the counc1l areas under the Tnbal Sub Plan
during the current year. An amount of Rs. 1284.31
lakhs received;during: 2006-07 under Article 275(1)

_of the Constltutlon of Indla for infrastructure

‘developinetit in tnbal “areas has been utlised. My

f’*;‘GOvemment Would continue’ to pursué with the
GoVernmeut of India“to ClaSSlfy the Adivasi Tea

X '“"""Tnbes Ahoms Mattaks, Moratis; Ko‘ck Rajbongshls

““and’ Chutias as Schéduled” Tnbes and proposes to

set up Councils “for their ‘socio- -economic
development ‘A Council is also proposed to be set
up the socio- econmmc development of the Gorkha
commumty e o

Unde1 the Scheduled Caste Sub Plan an amount -

 "of Rs.'§, 109.00 lakhs has been, aliocated under

dlfferent sectors for 1mplementat10n of development
programmes durmg ‘the year. The Assam State

. 'Development Corporatlon for’ Scheduled Castes Ltd.

s implementing thié Central. Sector Scheme'namely,

| A,',Self Employment Scheme for Rehabllltatlon of

lllll

A.Z.f:'Wltllln 31st March 2009 In Vlew of the ﬁnanc1al
 difficulties ‘being faced by them, the State

Corporatlons for development of Plaln Tribes,
Scheduled Castes and Other Backward Castes have
been provided - -with budgetary support to meeét
administrative expenditure. Pre-Matric Scholarship,

Post-Matric Scholarship ‘and Family Oriented

Income Generatmg Schemes have been provnded to .
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o ‘the people belongmg 'to the SC ST and OBC
‘i"jjcategones o

e :-*fi‘:f' TEA TRIBES VVELFARE

My Govcmment g1ves pnonty to’ the welfare of

Tea Tnbes m Assmn A number of schemes have

been taken up for tlns purpose lrke Famlly Oriented ’.

_""'."Jncome» Generatlng Schemes Post and Pre-matric

-----

o orgamsatlons workmg for the welfare, of tea tribes
-~,an,d schemes for. cultural activities mcludmg

" educational tours. A Rest House cum Cultural

Centre at Guwahati is under construction along with

10 boys and 10 girls hostels for Tea Tribes Students.

The’ Scheme for mstallatlon of electrlc ‘metres free
of cost at the resrdence of fea workers in tea gardens

s, contmumg to be 1mp1emented A new scheme is
o A'.'proposed to. be taken for settmg up Skill
. Development Trammg Centres in 50 different
']ocatlons in the State at a cost of Rs 10.00 crores

,,,,,,,

" for provrdmg vocational and skill ‘development

4'”tra1n1ng for promotmg self-employment and
_employment in industry. as well as in the

Govemment

WELFARE OF MIN ORITIES

MY Govemment has been takmg a number of

... schemes for. the ‘economic benefit of the people

Jiving in the. Char Areas. These schemes are in the
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- areas :of .Agriculture, Veterinary & Dairy,: Drinking

Water Facilities,: Cottage Industry and-Education.
The Assam :Minorities ‘Development: Board and

.Finance :Corporation- Ltd:+is:‘also -taking up
..~ beneficiary.oriented: schemes:in areas like,:computer

training,-distribution of handcarts; .constriction of
girls’ common. room-etc.. During’ 2007-08, from the

. ‘;North Eastern 2,910 Haj Pllgnms completed Haj.
:“A Haj House is proposed to be: set up at Jalukbari

in ‘Guwahati. .An economic . package would be

‘ | prov1ded to the people living in the Char Areas

along with those living in the Chapon Areas. My

_ Government is implementing the Prime. Minister’s.

New. 15 Point Programe for development of

: Mmonues

TOURISM

' My Government ‘recognises: the tremendous

- potential for tourisntin Assam. ‘It has taken up

various schemes for creation of tourist infrastructure
like, the Heritage -and Eco-Tourism Resort at Majuh
the Luxury-River Cruise Project at Brahmaputra;

.. Integrated Complex at Agaratoli Range, Kaziranga,
o Development around Kamakhya Temple Tourism
: Arnval ;cum Reception Centre ;at. Guwabhati;

Landcape development of Island’ at, Kahabhomora
Bridge; Tourist Recreational. Park at Silchar and

, Way51de Amenltles and Tourist Guest Houses at-
" - Barpeta, Nalbari, Rangia, Dhubri, Bongaigaon,
,North Salmara Ha1lakand1 and Karlmganj
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Importance'has been accorded, to 't.he‘ creation of
. Tourism Circuits withr work started in the “Orang-
Tezpur-Bhalukpong-B1swanath Chariali- Gohpur
.- Circuit’-and proposed to be strated in the *Dhubri-
Mahamaya-Barpeta-Hajo Circuit” and the “Barak

ot Valley and Two- Hill Districts. Circuit”.:

Destmatlon development 'schemes have been
taken up* ‘with a scheme for development of
'Sivasagar Town and 'schemes for the development

- of Kamakhya and the Satellite Pilgrimage Townshlp

-of Hajo. A Sound and Light Show Scheme is also
“~being taken up ‘at Talatal Ghar, Slvasagar A budget -
- hotel it assoc1at10n with- Roots Corporatlon Ltd. is
* under: execution at Guwatiati and other budget
hotels are: proposed to be taken up in some major
. towns' of ‘Assam in association with reputed
hoteliers. The “Chief Minister’s Self-Help Tourism
_.Scheme: is -being .implemented to -provide self-help.
-.opportunities to unemployed. youth in tourism

I re,lated pro_|ects '

A

CY ULTURAL AFFAIRS

My Government has been takmg various actions
to promote the- diverse culture of Assam through
© programmes o6n songs, dance and drama in Assam
and'in different parts of India and abroad. Towards
" this end it has worked in close association with the
Sangeet Natak Academy, the Eastern Zonal Cultural
-Centre and the North East Zone Cultural Centre. It
~'has organised and hosted the Assam portion of the
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~SAARC Car Rally.in March.2007. An Art Gallery
- has been. prov1ded in .the. Dlrectorate of Cultural
+.Affairs, a Film.Art Gallery completed at the Jyoti
' Chitraban Film_Studio Society, and the. construction
"of a Multipurpose Cultural Complex “Jonaki” is in
5 1/PrOGLesSs.. AnrAssamese Film Festival was organised
4 "in' Kolkata: in May-2007 with, special. focus on Bodo
Films and a State Film Festival was orgamsed in
- September. 2007 ‘at ' Guwahati.

. .-- Shri-Gauri.Barman;:an eminent painter and Smti.
- Indira P.P.Bora have-been conferred the Bishnu
Rava.A,ward for 2007~ The. Siu-Ka-Pha Award-for

o a5 2007 was ;presented: to. Shri. Padma Barkatoky and

+ the Bir Chilarai Awarduwas posthumously presented
to: Late .Sarat.Chandra; Smha ~The Silpi Award for. -
2008 was presented to the eminent . violinist Smti.
Minati Khound and reciter .Shri Pranab Bora.-

Action has been initiated for setting up of 13 new

" - .galleriés in the ‘Assam.State Museum.’ Action has

~ :also been initiated  for the procurement of books
- -for an-amount of Rs. 8.00 crores for the libraries in
- Assam'including the 204 Rural Libraries. It is also

- pioposed to provide a-network of library services
through ‘providing -interriet connections betwin the
district and sub-divisional libraries in Assam.
Ninety-six archaeological sites and monuments have
been conserved so far and 20 numbers of
- archaeological parks and site galleries set up. Steps
would be taken for the preservation of all the
archarological and historical monuments in Assam.
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:"A group of experts appointed by the Archaeologlcal,
_ Survey of India have visited. the-river island Majuli
-J: " iA October 2007 to formulate the presentation for
v i piiwards submission to the International Council of
SRS M’enu‘meﬁts ‘and Site (ICOMOS) for inscribing
“ro i Majuli as a World’Hemage Site. A special package

R

1s also proposed for the development of Majuh

URBAN DEVELOPMENT

A number of ‘schemes have been taken up in
urban aréas of Assami'to take caie of the rapid

' urBamsatlon .For ' strengthening the wurban
' inffastructure a Centraly Sponsored Scheme namely,

" Urban-Infrastructure ‘Development Scheme for
i “ ‘Smali and Medium ‘Towns (UIDSSMT) is presently
" under implementation. During the current year 14
_pro_]ects have been taken up: for implementation of
. “water. supply :and_drainage projects. in 14 towns.

Al e --Ongoing projects under the. earlier;scheme namely,
A - Integrated Deyelopment of Small and Medium
<+ . Towns. (IDSMT)" are -continued to be-implemented

« . . and an amount of Rs. 483.00 lakhs is proposed to
‘be- utilised. -during, the: year. Under the Intergrated
Housing and . Slum Development _Programme
(IHSDP), :3: projects are under implementation in

- the towns of Dhubri, Karimganj and Badarpur.

~During the current year 9 more projects; have been

. approved under ‘this scheme for an,amount of Rs.
'3474.14 lakhs. '

Under the Non Lapsable Central Pool of
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Resources (N'LCPR) two projects for: development
- of Roads and. Drains-in: Tezpur and-Jothat have been

+ sanctioned for ran: amouat: of Rs..2757.00 "lakhs.

Another 21 projécts:liave ‘been. ‘sanctioned for
1mplementat10n of Storm”Water-Drainage, Truck

-+ «Terminus;- Multt - Utility: Building,’ Rehabijlitation

-r1-Centre-for ‘Hawkers..and: Vendors, Busmess Centre
s .etc. under the 10% Central Pool.Fund providedfor
-:North Eastern :States. for .an amount..of\-14350.56

" lakhs. ‘A:drainage project has. been taken up under
-One Time ‘ACA in Dibrugarh for an- amount of Rs.

- 800.00 lakhs: during:the curfentyear. The Centrally
Sponsored Scheme._af Swarna Jayanti: Sahari Rojgar
. Yojanais: under implementation for providing
* employment-to. urban unemployed and under-

S employed . ol RIS ‘."’,‘j\-;, e

The Assam State Housmg Board has been

lmplementmg “vatious Hoiising Schémies in the
"1 Spate” This‘includes the Rental Housmg Scheme for

RS L

\ ‘___ Grade 111 & 'TV'Employees and a-Self Financing

b “Sclieme: Thé ' Assam’ -Urban Watér & Sewerage

Bokid is 1mp1emenﬁng ‘2 Tuiinber of sehemes to
provide safe drinking water to. the urban people. It

. is presently impl¢menting ‘15 schemes under the

State Plan, 21" schemes under Centrally Sponsored

: Schemes one scheme under the Prime Minister’s
+ Package, 4 schémes under Non Lapsable Central

" Pool of Resources: and 2 schemes under One Time

ACA.
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GUWAHATI DEVELOPMEN T :

My Govemment is: takmg a number of schemes
for the overall development of Guwahati. These .

- include schemes for infrastructire development like,
-"construction -of parks, pay and use toilets and foot
“** ‘over bridges.:'The works for construction of drain -
" :eum footpath ‘from Dispur Lastgate .to Khanapara

and from Chandmari to Noonmati is nearing

- - completion. Coristruction of more drain cum

footpaths ‘have been ‘taken:up in Fatasil; Jalukbari

S and'A“thgaon areas. Multi stories car-parking plaza

. are proposed in different areas of the city like,
-~ Panbazar, Fancy.Bazar; Ganeshguri, R.G. Baruah
“Rbad etc. and necessary bids have been invited for
them. Works. have been started for the construction
of storm. Water Drain from the Gauhati University
- . to the river. Brahmaputra for an amount of Rs. 921 .
~crores. A Solid Waste Management-Scheme has
been taken up in Guwahati for which an.amount of
‘Rs..8.00 crores has been released as the first
mstalment The Assam Nagar Raj Act 2007 and the

- Assam Municipal Disclosure Act 2007 have been -
enacted.

4

TRANSPORT

The Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC)
is providing an efficient and comfortable bus service
throughout the State including interior and remote
areas. The scheme of privately owned buses is being
continued wherein 1,600 private operators are
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allowed to use mﬁastructural facﬂltles of ASTC like
parkmg yards; ticket' counters, waiting’ rooms etc.
"It is continuing to 1mplement the Dharam Jyoti
Scheme wherein people of the State are glven the

a ‘opportunity to, visit - dlﬁerent ‘places* of pllgnmage_ .

-and . hlstoncal 1mportance in ‘ASTC buses at 50%
‘of the cost. “The: Gyan_]yotl Scheme for taking
- stulents:-for educatlonal excursions is also being
1mplemented Internet tlcketmg services have been

~ started in major stations of ASTC. New biises have

“been introduced to the airport for the ‘benefit of air
passengers. New buses have also been introduced
~ for the bensfit of old people women chlldren and
handlcapped persons '

“The In]and Water Transport (IWT) is operatmg
74 ferry services on the river Brahmaputra, Barak
and its tub‘utarles It hds taken' steps_to attract
foreign and local tourists by mtroducmg floating
restarurants, long distance rivér cruises:and short
~ distance Tiver cruises. Schemes have been taken up
- for ‘construction of’ an IWT terminal at Badarpur,
““cotistruction’ of termmus facilities ‘at North and
South ‘Bank of river Brahmaputra construction of

~ 5 floatifig' B.O.Ps for the Border Secunty Force,
“ introduction of 2 high speed Catamaran Vessels

betweén Guwahati- and Dibrugarh, mtroductlon of
8 Hover Crafts at major ferry ‘points and provndmg
Night Nav1gat10n Ald on the Natlonal Waterways
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

In tlus sector vanous schemes and programmes

are bemg 1mp1emented in the areas of science &
‘teachnology, remote sensing, environment and non-

“',conventlonal energy. The Assam  Science

.......

,Iechnology & Envuonmental Council (ASTEC) has

.. been involving, children in the Natlonal Children’s
. Scrence Congress and in Envnonmental Education

. :_‘act1v1t1es though Eco-Clubs in their school under
. . the National Green: Corps Scheme Itis also started
. .the formation: of “Blook Level Science Centres in
e _the name of Arya Bhatta 301ence Centres in 219
| _blocks. of .Assam. The Assam Remote Sensing

" Application: Centre is. implementing various State

P

and Centrally funded prOJects on the Management

- of Natural Resources

The .Assam Energy Development Agency

:.{AEDA) has been. playing an important role in
L populansatlon and implementation of programmes
. emnew.and renwable energy, sources. It has taken
o Upe &yogramme for Remote Village Electrification
1n/914“ un-electrlfled v111ages and works for
‘. electnﬁcatlon of 305 willages.in the first phase has

;;“ al,ready started The Institute of Advanced’ Study in

_.Science :&. Technology, the Centre of Plasma
' ‘:Physws -and the Guwahati Planetarium are also -

functioning in Assam It 1s proposed to set up a
Science. City: in, the VlClmty of Guwahati with 5
Reglonal Science Centres in 5 districts. A
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Broteclinolohy P'ar'ky is 'lals;o“'pr',oposed"to 'i)e set up.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

.+Assam has beén- included in’the: National e-
Govemance Plan of the Country. As a ,part of this

“ “Plan, the Assam State’ Wide Area Network
o (ASWAN) is, proposed to be setup lmkmg each

.....

state head quarters at Guwahatr There are 304

' Points of Presence (POPs) across the State. The site

preparation works for these POPs are under progress
and expected to be completed by mid. 2008 A State

“"Data Centré is also proposed. to be setup.. To provide
| ‘Informatron & Communication’ Technology (ICT)

enabled services to the rural people, 4,37: 5 Common
Service Centres are proposed to be; set up. for which

- the process of vendor selectlon has been completed

Under -the, Ananda Ram Baroda Award 12,712

‘meritorious, students were. awarded a- personal

computer each during the year. Under the Rajiv

- Gandhi Computers Literacy Programme 300 Higher -
‘Secondary Schools, were provided computer and

- accessories” dunng the year. My Government along

 with the Munstry 'of DONER and NASSCOM has

launched ‘the' NASSCOM Assessment Test in all the
districts of Assam for recru1tment of software'

) professmnals in the various MNCs and BPOs. An

IT park is proposed to be setup in Guwahati in the

VPubhc Private Participation Mode to cater to the
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needs. of Public Private Participation Mode to cater
to the ‘néeds of different clients including the
- multinational corporations.

. . AINFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS : .

- "My Government by utilising the services of

y

- *"'different media lays ‘emphasis on the maintenance
- * of peace, unity,and national integrity as well as
¥ ensuring ‘active ‘peopie’s participation in the

development process. Tt has been implementing

- Fixed Loud Speaker Systém Scheme at the panchyat

P

~ " level undet which Krishi Batori and A.LR. News

" Bulletin are being relayed. This scheme has become
- _very popular ‘amongst theé rural masses and it is

‘proposed to cover more panchayats during 2008-
09 Steps ‘are also being taken tg strengthen expand
the existing Fixed Loudspeaker Systems installed
in the district and's:ub-div'i‘sional towns. Raijor
Batori, a weekly newspaper, is being regularly’
~ - published wherein ‘government plans, policies and
.. developments schemes are given publicity.
HILL AREAS :
"My Government is committed to the all round
development of the Hill areas. It has ensured that
funds for development are timely released to the
two' Autonomous Councils very year in two equal
instalments in April/May ‘and September/October.
""An amount of Rs. 248.90 crores have been
carmarked for the implementation of various
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- schemes 'under the Normal State Plan, Hill Area

Development Programme and other plans during

* 2008-09" for the-Hill areas. ‘Out of this an amount
‘of Rs: 173.43 crores is for the Katbi Anglong

Autonomous Council -and Rs. 75:47 crores is for

- the North Cachar Hllls Autonomous Council. Under
*: tlie Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources so far
. an amount of Rs. 58.46 crores has been sanctioned

for implementation of different schemes in the Hill

~areas. To control the problem of jhum cultivation,
alternatlve agro-economic activities ‘are being -
B promoted under the Integrated Jhuiiiia Development

SRR Programe and' the Watershed Development Project

‘in Shlﬁmg Cultivation Areas. Elections have been

held in both thé Hill District: Autonomous Councils
during 2007. S e e _

P'OW:ER o

" My: Govemment has ‘initiated a very ambltlous

- reforms pmgramme in the power sector for meeting
" the progressively increasing demand for electricity
-~ and for'providing an efficient power delivery system

in' ‘thé ‘State. This programine, which has been
effectivély' initidted in 2004, has brought in

- substantial- changes in the institutional structure in
*the power sector and promoted “efficiency in

generation, transmission and distribution of power.
Against a peak load demand varying from 750

- MW ‘to 850 -MW, the own generation in the state
- sector is only around 240 MW leaving a wide gap




.~ -generation in the state sector. Towards this and the

.+~ the 2x100 MW Namrup Replacement Power Project,

+ i and the 3x50:MW Lower Kapili Hydro Electrict

, . power station at the BTPS Complex. In addition,
.+ .. action. is being -taken to set up small and medium

.- -in Assam. These schemes are funded through the

- within 2008 Rs. 650.00 crores have been provided .

GOVERNOR’S -ADDRESS 3rd March

¢ -that is being met from external sources like central |
. sector generating, stations and power trading
agencies. There is a need for increasing the own

~-.long pending 2x50 MW Karbi Langpi Hydro
- 1. Electric Pro_]ect has been commissioned successfully
- .-in 2007. Action has been initiated for setting up of

the :37- MW Lakwa: Waste Heat Recovery Project

- Project. Another 750 MW of power will be also °
-available -after the 1mplementat10n of a thermal

 Hydro. Electric Pro;ects in the.State.

A number of schemes are in progress for capacity
addition and strengthening of the presently
inadequate transmission and transformation network

investment loan of $100 million from the Asian
- Development. Bank .and Rs. 90.00 crores provided
- under the Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resurces.
Both these. schemes are. proposed to be ~completed

“under the - Accelerated Power Development and
Reform Programme (APDRP) for strengthening,
revamping and . modernisation 0f the age-old
- distribution.network in Assam. All works under this -
scheme are. targeted to be completed within 2008.

Under the' Rajiv Gandhi Gramin Vidyutikaran .
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Yojana; all the census villages of Assam are proposed
to be electrified by 2009. Electrification in 16 districts

" is to be done'by the ‘ASEB“and the remaining by
" the Power Grid Corporatlon of India; Work .of

electrrﬁcatlon in -thiee’ districts ‘namely; Tinsukia,

“Goalpara, ‘aiid’ Cachar has' already ‘started. Remote

“Yfillages that are not accessible to the Grid will be

77V éléctrified by means of fion-conventional sources -

of enérgy. Electnﬁcatlon of 16 such v111ages has been

| completed tlll date

MI'NES & MINERALS

My Government has taken up a number of |

- 3

act1v1t1es for. the exploratlon of mlnerals and

Y2t

:_groundwater resources. .It, grants exploratlon

licences .and:~ mmmg leas,es for.. mmerals and .
petroleum to various pubhc sector. and private sector
orgamsatlons It also reallses non-tax revenue in

~terms of loyalty, rent fees .etc. from the licensees
. and the lessees Detalled exploratlon of cement

o e grade limestone in Umrangso area of North Cachar
- ‘Hills .has been- carried out. with the help of

exploratory drilling and mappmg to assess the total

-, Teserve . of limestone. The Assam Minerals
L Development Corporatlon (AMDC) is also

~ implementing, a number of schemes like the

- Garampani -Coal Extraction Prolect Khota Arda
.-Coal Extraction Pro;ect and the, leestone Mining

~ Project.

R D
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LABOUR & EI\/IPLOYI\/IENT

My Govemment has constltuted an Employment
Generatlon MlSSlOIl with a view to generate

employment in dlfferent thrust areas for 1,67,000

~upemployed youth at a cost of Rs. 669.00 crores.

' -Under the, Mission empha51s is being given on skill
' ?‘development and on creatmg enablmg infrastructure .
~and: suppoﬂ serv1ces in the areas havmg higher

employment opportumtles Durlng the current year
an amount of Rs. 40.00 crores has been allocated

for. employment generation and schemes for
. providing employment to 7,630 unemployed youths
- ““have already beén taken up. A number of ITIs are
o functromng to provide necessary skill development,
Under the Prime Minister’s Package for the
- Northeastern States, 17 ITIs have been upgraded

‘with modern equipments. Government of India has

o accorded approval for upgradation of another 3 ITlIs.

Private sector participation has also béen taken in

~ the process’ of such upgradatlon As an example,
- Hyundai ‘Motors : India would provide technology

'upgradatlon in the mechanlc motor vehlcle trade at

CITT Guwahati

~ The* provisions' of the Plantat'ion' Labour Act 1951
are. belng enforced to ensure that proper working

.conditions and ‘welfaré facilities -are provided to the

Tea Plantation ‘Workers. ‘At present 60 gaiden
hospitals " are being -provided facilities of

‘government doctors and medicines. Garden L.P.

Schools in 6 districts have already been
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- provincialised and the remaining L P. Schivols of tea
« - gardens »are: being considered: for . proviéialisation.
_The 'Child ‘Labout- (P&R)Act- 1986 -is being

implementated to prohibit the employment of child

o labourwm hazardous and non-hazardous -occupations.
. Natlonal C,lnld Labour, Project has been ‘setup in the

.. To. unpan mformal educatlon for. such clnldren., 95

L :spec1al schools have already been set up.in Nagaon

,—‘.:-;dlStI‘lCt It is also proposed to set.up. 41 Spec1a1 :

) / Schools in Lakhunpur and 55. Spemal Schools in
.Kamrup (M) district. o IR

T TaET T

WATER RESOURCES

The annual ravages c¢aused by ﬂoods have
resulted in'large-scale damages due to submergence

‘reduction ‘i’ fertile land ‘and'loss-of land due to
erosion. To mitigate this-'problem’ & number of

schemes' have been taken’ up during the 10th Five
Year Plan. These include 35 schemes for flood and

- . erosion protection - for Rs. 197.70 -crores under

Central Sector Scheme, 29 schemes for Rs. 112.54

~crores under the Addltlonal Central Assistance, 39 .

flood‘ managerient schemes for 179,54 crores under

NABARD (RIDF-XI & RIDF-XII), 2 schemes for

Rs. 19.93 crores under NEC, .one schemie in
Dhemaji district for Rs. 11.50 crores. ‘under the Non
Lapsable Central Pool of Resources and a.scheme
for, protection of Soalkuchi' town under the State

'Plan for Rs. 7.13 crores. For. the 11th Five Year
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o Plan 189. schemes for. re'ducin}g. flood inundation and

s, iereducing. loss-of land due.to erosion.have been

. -+ -projected for a.total estimated cost of Rs. 1,335.41

., .. Crores.., . .. L

“ii i -My-‘Government has already embarked on an
"‘ambitious’ mega project namely,*"North‘ Eastern
4 Tnitegrated Flood -and River Bank " Erosion

© v .-« Managemént Project:(Assam)’ to be funded by the
oo s ASian Development Bank: (ADB) with -an expected
.. - investmént of ‘Rs:- 1,650.00 ¢rores: Draft project

=1 -+ reports for four -sélected sub-projects for protection
+of Dibrugarh town, Matmara area under Dhemaji

- district; Bonkual-Moriaholla area ynder Jorhat

- district and‘Palasbari-Gumi area, under Kamrup
.7+ -idistrict have been submitted to the ADB. For better
-, - functioning of the flood management works some

- . new ideas for flood. control measures have been

... -taken up like, the use of Geosynthetic materials for

- .bank protection work, use of imported- Amphibian

. Mini Dredger for dredging of the river bed and use

' of hydraulic: driving:method for- bamboo palisading

work.. . ..+ . | E
.. SPORTS & YOUTH AFFAIRS :

»t . A world-class sports infrastructure has been .
“created in-Assam for holding the 33rd National

- ~Games.. This' has not only provided better

- - opportunities for the -local sports: telent but also

‘made it possible to- hold various national and
international ‘meets.-The 2nd Leg of the Asian
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- Grand. Prix Athletic: Championships Wwas’ ﬁeld at

Guwahatiin‘June 2007 in; which many international
athletesfrom.. Asia participated. The India

- International Badminton Championship' was held in

December 2007 . and. the XXII:North East Games

-2007-08 ‘was :organised during: J anuéry/Fébruary
- :2008. May» Government is considering the ‘creation
_.---0f. 2 Sports Authority of Assam in the, lines of the

Sports 4_9;.11."t'1iQr-._ity.,~ of  India for pfqp_c:r maintenance
the newly. created - sports

-~ Itis'a matter for pride for us that Shri:Jayanta
* - Taluk

- d?I,» an intettiational archer from' Assam, was
QOHférr_éd the Arjuna Award ‘during 2007. Due to
mtensive ' coaching . the - School- Teams have

perfqnped‘ creditabl‘y"‘in' the National '»Sého‘ol Games
e conduqted‘ during the year. The Assam team secured
o 5 Gold medals and 1 Silver medal in the -Swimming

event, 1-Gold and'1 Silver in the Table Tennis event

- and was the runners up in the-Girls Football event.

Steps have been taken for giving: necessary

assistance for holding NCC programmes in Assam.

ADMINISTRATIVE REFORNS
& TRAINING :

Th.e state Information Commission hias been
’functlgnmg n Assam to' promote transparency and
opepeds in’ government. My Government has been
t.:akmg a number of steps to increase efficiency and
Improve the work culture of administration. It has
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.+ .been imade. mandatory for all administrative
- -departments to preparé Annual Administrative
-+ = Reports-within 30th June every- year: With a view
- - to.umprove - the efficiency -of the state civil services
s . anandatory ‘in=service training’  for .ACS officers
i +.-has.been inttoduced and 113 ACS officers have

- been’ imparted -such a.training - during the year.

¥ “UTill‘December 2007, the Assain Administrarive
~ =" “Staff College'(AASC) ‘has conducted 38 training

' programmes covering 937 participants for capacity
building of civil servants in the fields of Information

.. :"& Communication, e-Governance, Office Procedure

~ & Management, Accounts & Financial Rules,
. - ~Disaster Management etc. AASC has also taken up
~-important projects .in. the areas of Modernisation of
-+ District Administration,, Sensitisation of cutting
..~ edge functionaries .on-Good Governance and the
Right: to Information Act. 2005. -The Secretariat

| Tranining School has been organising training

- courses for ‘Administrative Assistants of the Assam
~Secretariat and for staff of ‘the district .and sub-
co divisional offices. o | ‘

Ll 'REVENUE :

. My.Goveminent has taken a number of steps to
-modernise land revenue administration and to
1mprove the delivery of services to the people.
Towards this end a number of workshop have been
held with the -National Pro.du'ctivi,ty Council for
improvement of delivery of services to the
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stakeholders. Under- the Assam Vikash Yojana steps

“have been taken to construct new Revenue Circle
- Offices :where. the ofﬁces are functlonlng from
. rented houses and repairing old and dilapidated
: C1rcle Oﬂices To provide faster dehvery of services
. it has been decrded to provide Vehrcles to all

Revenue:. Circle Offices. For faster processing and

.y delivery of services, related to land transfer
. transactions the revenue circle offlces are being

computerised and softwaare named “Dharrtree”

- used. The offices of the Sub-Reglstral are also being

computerlsed for faster registration of documents.
Steps have also' been taken for dlgltlsatlon of
cadastral maps. =

Under the MNP House Sltes Scheme so far

during the current year 488. fam111es under the
.general category, 1,400 families under the tribal
~ sub-plan and 3 000 famrhes under the scheduled

caste category have been assisted with a grant
totalling Rs. 122.00 lakhs. Dunng 2008-09 a total
of 5,600 families are proposed to be assisted under
this scheme. Possession certificates are being issued
by the Deputy Commissioners to small tea growers

- to facﬂrtate their obtaining ﬁnanc1a1 assistance from

the banks and other financial institutions. Survey
and the process of allotments and settlement of land
in the Char Areas is in progress and so far 12,815
families have been settled/allotted land in the Char

’ Areas

Assam has experienced three major. waves of
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" flood in 2007, which has caused widespread
- 'damages’ in 26 districts from June to September

2007 affecting a population of 108.67 lakhs and a.
land aréa of 15.04 lakh hectares. During these

floods 134 human lives were lost and 8.31 lakh
‘people had to be sheltered in, 1,796 Relief Camps

and temporary shelters. Timely relief was provided

-+ to the flood victims and rehabilitation measures

taken -up. In addition to the corpus of Rs. 204.00

~ crores, an additional Memorandum of Rs. 1,444.00
- crores for restoration of damages has been sent to
"the Government of India.

My Government has granted ex-gratia to the .
Hindi speaking people killed and injured by
extremist during the month of January 2007 in the
districts of Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, Dhemaji, Sivasagar
and Golaghat. To find a permanent solution to the

rehabilitation of ethnic violence affected families

still residing in various relief camps in Bongaigaon
and Kokrajhar districts, a society is being formed

to procure and allot sultable land for rehabilitation

of such families. The Disaster Management Act
passed by the Parliament in December 2005 has
‘been adopted by my Government and a State .
Disaster Management Authority set up.

PENSION & PUBLIC GRIEVANCES :

My Government is committed to the grant of
timely pension to the government servants and to
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the staff of the provincialised schools. It has taken
steps for automated processing’ of pemsien and an -
ADB funded project on Integrated Pension
Management Information System is under
implementation and proposed to be completed in
the first half of 2008. Once’ ‘completed the

" functioning of the Directorate -of Pensions would.

be fully computerised. Steps have also been taken

- to  open a Pensioners’ Facilitation Centre 'in the

Directorate of Pensmn to mitigate the grievances
of pensioners. :

EXCISE :

- My Govemment is enforcing the State laws on

prohibition of illicitly distilled liquor, ganja, bhang

- and opium. It is also enforcing the provisions of

the Narcotic Drugs & Psychotropic Substances Act
and the Medicinal & Toilet Rreparation Act. To
check illicit distillation and sale of liquor, Task

- Forces have been established in all the districts and

17, 249 cases have been detected till December

'2007. The State Anti Drug and Protection Council

is' functioning from Guwahati to create awareness

‘amongst the masses against drug abuse and
“alcoholism. Tt-is also promoting awarenes for the

prevention of HIV and AIDS. Two De-addiction

Centres are functioning at Jorhat and Silchar.

Homn’ble Members, I have placed before you the
policies and programmes of my Government. My
Government is commltted to make all efforts to
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- “implement the policies-and programmes that have
. been outlined. I hope the deliberations of this House

would help achieve this objective.

Joi Hind .
(Ne atlonal Anthem was played. After the National

Anthem, Hon’ble Governor left the House escorte
. by the Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly)
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| * (The House reassembled at' 10 AM' after tea break
 “withi' Hon’ble’ speaker Shn Tanka Bahadur Rai in
the Chair).
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(The House then stood in silence for one minute
as a mark of respect to the departed souls.) -
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The House stands adjourned till 9.00 A.M. on
Tuesday, the 4th March, 2009.

' ADJOURNMENT

The House then stood adjourned at 10.40 AM till 9.00
AM. on Tuesday, the 4th March, 2008.

Dispur ~ G.P. Das

The 3rd March,2008 Secretary,
Assam Legislative Assembly




