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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly

assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican Constitution
of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 a.m., on
Wednesday, the 22nd March, 1950.

PRESEN T

The Hon’ble Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Ministers and thirty-five Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral Answers were given)

Procurement Department

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked :

*6. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Procurement
Department is running on profit at present ?

(5) If so, what is the amount of profit up till now ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) replied :
6. (@)—Yes.

(5)—Amount of profit or loss made on the Procurement Scheme is not
susceptible of separate exhibition as separate balance sheets are not prepared for
individual schemes. The profit as per the balance sheet for the period ending
31st March, 1948 is Rs 8,76,385 (cumulative effect upto the 31st March 1948 is
a loss of Rs.45,95,690). Up-to-date figures of Supply Department cannot be
furnished now as the Trading, Profit and Loss Accounts and the balance sheet of
the Supply Department as a whole for the year 1948-49 are now being checked
by the Comptroller’s Audit Staff. The figures for the year 1949-50 will be
available after the close of the accounts for the year, in the following year.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI : May I know why Govern-
ment had to face this loss ?

_Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA
This is mainly due to the loss incurred b
ness with the Eastern Bengal and Assam Commercial Syndicate and the Surma
Valley Foodgrains Syndicate. From these two Syndicates alone Government
spstalncd a loss of about 70 Jakhs of rupees. ‘These agencies were functioning
since the year 1943 upto the end of 1944, but actually the accounts were
closed at a much later date. Government used to advance money to these
agencies. The Fastern Bengal and Assam Commercial Syndicate were given an
advance of Rs.1,61,00,000, and the Surma Valley Foodgrains Syndicate
Rs.90,00,000, by the previous Government and when the accounts were closed
Government could not recover a sum of about 68 lakhs of rupees from these two
agencies. Therefore this amount has been treated asa bad debt.

(Parliamentary Secretary):
y Government on account of their busi-

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Does the amount of profit include the receipts
to Government on account of administrative charge ?
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Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
Yes, Sir,

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: May I know why the amount could
not be recovered ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parl.iamentaryth S:r::(;'e(t)?rz’})lé
The position is this, Actually the agencies were terminated at the GO
year 1944, but taking over of stock and final adjustment of accot:::kc S
to 1945 and subsequent years as well. It took a very long time to

Surma
stocks because their godowns were extended almost all over the then
Valley.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Were there o contracts with the
companies when advances were made by the Government ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parhamentatry Vi:cr;tlz:?;)c:
Of course, there were, but these contracts were perhaps of no 'al S ﬁxdicate o
tory nature. So far as the Eastern Bengal and Assam C‘:omz?lerm% ibu);x e
concerned, the matter is under arbitration, and the Arbitration l‘f bR to
was constituted under the Separation Council after the part:tlonf:r o
have given an award in favour of the Government of Assamd S it
R$.45,41,193. So far as the dues from the $urrpa Valley Foodgra
is concerned, the matter is still under investigation.

fter
Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Were the contracts made afte
consulting the Legal Remembrancer ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD
I am afraid, Sir, I would re
hon. Members may b
under the Chairman

CHALIHA (Parliamentary .Secrgtrrz’gé
quire notice to reply to all these details. E—Littcc
¢ aware that a Committee known as the Shome COHE} vcrni
ship of Mr. P, I, Shome, was constituted by the Go ittee
ment of Assam in the year 1945 to go into these matters and that Comm ort
submitted their report which wag published in the Gazette. In that rep
sufficient details with regard to those arrangements are given.

Publicity Department

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked :

* 7. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether therc is any definite

R 3 : k e ?
plan now under their consideration to reorganise the Publicity Department !
() If so, what is that plan ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary) replied:
7. (a)—VYes.

(6)—There has been some retrenchment in

. > ; ; d
question of amalgamating this Department with another and also placing fiel

e : Pt e
Publicity work with that of “Audio Visual Education under the Social Educatio
Sgheme” is under consideration,

the Department and the



-
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Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: Amalgamation with -which
Department ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Sec-
retary): Itis still under consideration.

Erection of temporary Bamboo gates by Prohibition Officers

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA asked :

*8. (a) Are Government aware that some temporary gates by means of
bamboo pole were constructed by the Prohibition Officers on the Public V\_Torkg
€partment roads for checking of suspected traffics involved in opium smuggling ?
(6) Ifso, whether there was any order from Government to pull down
such gates ?
(c; Are Government aware that the Executive Engineer of Darrang
district forcibly destroyed such a gate at Charali of Tezpur ?
(d) Have Government received complaint from the Secretary, Tezpur
Opium Prohibition Committee to that effect ?
(¢) If so, what action has been taken by Government ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
8. (a)—Yes.
: (b)—None. The Honorary  Prohibition Commissioner was , however,
1nformed in reply to his letter that sanction for construction of such gates cannot
¢ accorded as this was considered illegal. In consequence of this, the Executive
‘ngineer, Central Assam Division requested the Local Secretary of the Subdivi-

(6)—The gate was removed from jts place by the Public Works Depart-
ment Muharrir at the request of a Prohibition Officer of the place, and the
materials deposited with him . It was neither destroyed nor forcibly removed.

: (d)—Yes. The report however states that some Public Works Depart-
ment Officers damaged and removed such a gate at Charali which is however

Tot in accordance with facts in the possession of Government.
(6)—Does not arise.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : May I refer the Hon’ble Minister
to the Assam Highways Act where there is a clear provision that such tempo-

fary gates may be allowed by the Executive Engineer or Subdivisional Officer
concerned for checking of suspected traffic ?

o The Hon’ble Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY: No, Sir, according to the
g

ways Act and the advice of the Legal Remembrancer, the Subdivisional
cer can close the road only when it concerns repairs of the road or makmg
of culverts or bridges on the road. No gate can be made to check the traffic ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: For checking of illegal traffic ?
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The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS ROY: May I request the hon.
Member to repeat the question ?

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: According to the Assam Highways
Act, with the permission of the Executive Engineer concerned or the Subdivisional
Officer, Public Works Department some temporary check gates may be crected.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: We are legally ad-
vised, Sir, that that cannot be done. Any smuggling can be checked by the
Police Officer, but no gate can be made to obstruct the traffic.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Thatis not a question of obstl_'uc-
tion. These gates will remain open all the time. Only when there is previous
intimation that a certain passenger or a car is going with illicit opium or any
other such things, in that case alone the gates are closed to stop such traffic.
Otherwise the gate is never closed.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The position is as I have
stated above. We shall however examine the question. I have got a copy of the
rules under the Act and also the opinion of the Legal Remembrancer. But nobody
can prevent checking. The Police Officer can stand anywhere and check, but
no one can obstruct traffic by making a gate. Even the Subdivisional Officer,

Phublic (\i\’orks Department cannot make a gate unless it is for the sake of repairing
the road.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Will the hon. Member please read the
provision of the Act ?

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: The Act is not with me TIcan
quote 1t tomorrow.

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Is the Act in the file of the Hon’ble
Minister ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It is not in my file, Sir.
We shall look into the matter, and see what can be done.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZAZIKA: Some gates were erected through-
out the whole State and 1 want to know from the Hon’ble Minister why the

check gates particularly in Tezpur were removed by the Public Works Depart- -

ment Officers.  In some other cases the gates are still there,

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have no information

regarding the other gates. The information that we have got is in regard to the
Tezpur gate only.

~ Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: May I request the Hon’ble Minis-
ter to look into this matter very carefully and sce that the gates are allowed in
the interest of the Opium Prohibition Campaign.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That will be done,
Sir.

ooty
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which Answers were laid on the table)

Numbér of Tractors in Dhubri Subdivision

Srijut SANTOSH KUMAR BARUA asked :
43. Will Government be pleased to state-—

(a) The number of tractors placed in the Dhubri Subdivision for the
purpose of helping mechanisation of cultivation ?
(b)) How long these tractors are operating ?
{¢) (i) Acreage cultivated ; and
(11) Cost of maintenance of these tractors during this period ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

43. (a)—There is one tractor in the Dhubri Subdivision.
(b)—The tractor is operating since December 1949.
(¢) (i)—Between December 1949 to 15th January 1950, 26 acres have
been ploughed and harrowed ; and a further block of 130 acres was taken up.

(11)—Details of expenditure for maintaining has not yet been worked
out.

Decontrol of Textile Goods and its effect on Co-operative Tradings

Maulavi MD. MAKSED ALI asked :

44. (a) Are Government aware that some Co-operative Tradings have been
hard-hit due to the decontrol of Textile Goods ?

(b) Do Government propose to save the Trading Co-operatives from
threatened liquidation by giving them permit to sell Kerosene oil both retail and
wholesale and other controlled commodities ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether cloth and yarn will
again be controlled ?

].Scti'iju't BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary)
replied :

44. (a)—Yes, some Trading Co-operatives are not doing well due to partial
decontrol of textiles.

(b)—The Co-operative cannot exist merely with the business of controlled
commodities as control will not remain for all time. Although Government
is giving this advantage of other controlled commodities to the Trading Co-opera-
tives and will continue to do so their ultimate success will depend upon the capa-
city of the workers of the Co-operatives in taking to new lines of popular business.

(e)—Textile is still under control but according to the policy of the

Government of India some relaxation in the distribution system has been affected
and at present there is no indication for any modification to the present system by
the Government of India.

Expulsion of undesirable persons from Agsam

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :
45. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The plan they have adopted for the expulsion of undesirables

rom Assam under the relevant Ordinance and the Act ?

(b) wa any one has so far been expelled under the Ordinance ?
(¢) If so, what are their names ?
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(d) If any action has up till now been taken to expel any of those who
have been trying to include Assam in Pakistan ? :

(¢) Whether any such report against anybody has beenreceived from
the district of Nowgong ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDH] replied :

45. (¢)—The hon, Member is referred to the reply given to Starred
Question No.l (a)—(¢) asked by Raja Ajit Narayan Dev of Sidli in this Session.
(5)—Yes. Action against four persons has been taken. =
(¢)—Maulana Immamuddin Nuri, Abdul Gafur, Hajee Abdul Majid
and Nadar Ali Gazi.
(d) & (¢)—No such persons have come to notice so far as Government
are aware.
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Are Government aware that the
Muslim League workers from Pakistan are working in Assam ? y
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: These general questions
require notice. Moreover there is no Muslim League in the State now. That
has been liquidated in Assam long ago. ;
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: But there is Muslim League in
Pakistan and their workers are to be found in the State of Assam.
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Itis notto the informa-
tion of the Government at present, All the Deputy Commissioners have been

asked to ﬁnd out and make a list of all such persons who are carrying on anti-
State activities in the State.

Corruption in Government Adminjstration
Prof. P, M. SARWAN  agked :

46. Will Government be pleased to state—-
(a) What steps have been taken by them to check corruption in Govern-
ment Administration ?
(b) How far Government have sought and obtained the co-operation of

the public to detect and stamp out corruption from the adminis-
tration ?

(c) Whether Government are aware of corruption prevailing in the
Settlement Department ?

(d) If so, how they propose to deal with corruption in this Department ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to direct the Deputy Commissioners
and Subdivisional Officers to keep a close eye on the Settlement
Department under them and to visit rura] areas more frequently ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

46. (a) & (b)—The hon. Member is referred to answer given to Unstarred
Question No.35 () at the September Session of Assembly, 1949, Public co-opera-

tion has always been sought, when necessary, but it does not come in full
measure always.,

(¢)—Without specific instances, it is not possible to answer such a genes
ral question.

(d) & (¢)—Do not arise.
Landless Ex-Tea Garden Labourers
Prof. P. M. SARWAN asked :

47. (a) Are Government aware of the existence of numerous landiess ex-tea
garden Iabourers settled in the Districts of Lakhimpur, Sibsagar, Nowgong and

Darrang ?
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(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state what they have done to
provide lands to these landless labourers during the years from 1946-50 ?
(¢} Are Government aware that some of the above people have been
cjected from lands where according to the old recognised practice they squatted
- 5 to 15 years ago ?
(d) What the Circle Sub-Deputy Collectors are doing to help the above
eople ?
- (e) Whether any of the above ejected people been given any land where
they could settle ?
(f) Whether Government propose to protect adequately the above
people who have failed to obtain pattas due to their backwardness ?
48. Will Government be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether they have lately received representation on behalf of ex-tea
garden labourers of Lanka and Hojai areas regarding the dealing
of the Kanungo of Kampur Circle, Nowgong District in the matter
of land settlement ?

(b)) Whether the complaint was that the above Kanungo was settling the
lands already occupied by some labour settlers with new comers ?

(c) Whether Government had any enquiry made regarding the above
complaint ?

(d) If so, who made the enquiry and what was the substance of the
report ?

(¢) What action Government propose to take to protect the backward ex-
tea garden labourers in Kampur Circle ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

47, (a)—No census of landless ex-tea garden labourers has been scparately
made and such a census for a particular section of the cultivating population is
not desirable.

(bj—Government have settled ample lands with ex-tea garden labourers,
as will appear from the following figures :—

District Area

r A )

1945-46 1946-47 1947-48

Acres Acres Acres,

Darrang ... . 5,607 5,782 22,402
Nowgong ... s 1 286 228 236
Slbsagar ... 5,038 7,368 5,517
Lakhimpur : g0 8,039 8,067

and figures for other years are being collected. They are not available at pre-
sent as no report from District Officers have been received yet.

{¢)—No such complaint has been received by Government.

(d)—Circle officers have long been instructed to help in finding lands for
landless people and filing application in proper form.

(e)—Without specific instances Government is not in a position to reply
such a vague question as no enquiry is possible.

(f)—Asin (d) above.

48. (a) (b) (c) (d) & (¢)—One application purported to be written by one

Biswanbhor Kher and others with a forwarding letter of the hon. Member was
received by the Government and sent to Deputy Commissioner, Nowgong for

rcpnrt——wh_ich is being awaited. A reminder has already been issued on receipt of
these questions.
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Prof. P. M. SARWAN: With regard to Question 46 () the answer
is that ‘public co-operation has always been sought, when necessary, but it
does not come in full measure always’. Will Government note that co-opera-
tion from the tea garden tribes is always available to them ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: What the hon. Member
wants to know, I do not know.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Will the hon. Member repeat the
question ?

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Will Government note that co-opera-
tion of the tea garden tribes is always available to the Government ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: This scems to be a very
vague question.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : Will Government accept that the co-opera-
tion comes in full measure when it is asked for ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Our Government always

accept any geod suggestions given from any quarter whether it is from the tea
garden tribes or any other party.

Prof. P. M. SARW
ment note the low fig
Commissioners of Nowg
garden labourers who ha

AN: With regard to Question 47 (b), will Govern-
ure for the Nowgong District and asked the Deputy
ong, Sibsagar and Lakhimpur te give a list of the ex-tea
ve or have not been ejected from land occupied by them?

.The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - This is a very vague question.

€r 1s to represent each individual case or groups of persons who have

been cvmtc_d._Besidcs thereis a provision under which any person aggrieved by
order of eviction ma

A Y move the higher authority upto High Corut. Unless specific

;gsr.l:i?:arotf pﬂrlombor nahmcs of groups of persons evicted are supplied, it is not
- L0 Toam about throughout the | h d bread

S et ghout the length and breadth of the country to find

|

|

I' = "{)he Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The best thing for the hon.
em

Appointment of Messrs. Steel Brothers, as Agents for han
and Paddy in Moran Circle

Mr. J. 8. HARDMAN asked :
49. Will Government pe pleased to state—

(a) Whether. an application was made on behalf of the Indian Tea
Assomat'ion for the appointment of Messrs.  Steel Brothers,
auhati, a3 agents for the handling of rice and paddy required

by tea gardens in the Moran Circle of the Assam Branch ?

b) Whether it j ; icati .
(6) s I;‘:tr ?lt 152 fact that this application was rejected by

(¢) Whetl_rler a request was made to Government for reconsideration of
this decision, in which

Br 5 1 it was explained that Messrs. Steel
rothers act in this capacity for many other Circles in the Assam
Valley ?

dling Rice

Gevern-
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(d) Whether it isa fact that no reply was given to the request for
reconsideration ?

(¢)- If so, what are the reasons for failure to send a reply ?

(f) What are the reasons for refusing to appoint Messrs. Steel Brothers
as agents for the Moran Circle ?

Srijut BIMALA FROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary)
replied :

49. (a)—Yes.

(6)—Yes.

(e)—Yes.

(d) & (e)—A reply has since been sent.

(f)—The system as now in force is fully serving the purpose of the Moran
Circle and it is considered both unnecessary and detrimental for the general
procurement and distribution of foodgrains to bring in Messrs. Steel Brothers as
Agent for this circle which is surplus in rice and paddy but adjoins the heavy
deficit subdivision of Dibrugarh.

Mr. J. S, HARDMAN: As regards (d), will Government be pleased
to explain the reasons for their failure to send a reply to the letter, dated the
20th November, 1949, before the 3rd of March, 1950 ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): I
can only express sincere regret for this great delay in reply to the letter. The
letter came to my notice after receipt of this question.

. Mr. J.S. HARDMAN: Will Government be pleased to state whether
it is a fact that Messrs. Steel Brothers did not apply to be appointed as procu-
rement agent but only as handling and distributing agent ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALJHA (Parliamentary Secretary): 1he
letter which I have before me from Messrs. Steel Brothers, states that they
wanted to act as the agent for the tea estates of Moran circle for the year 1950.
From this letter, it is not quite clear whether they meant appointment as
handling agent or procuring agent.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: May I inform the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
that I personally had an interview with the Director of Supply (Procurement)
and the Supply Sccretary to the Government and informed them very clearly
that the Assam Branch proposed to appoint Messrs. Steel Brothers solely for

handling and distributing of rice and paddy to Moran in the same way as for
all other circles in Assam ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): !
did not have any discussion with the Secretary or Director on this subject.
Sir, if I may be permitted to state, [ may say that after 1 have examined this
subject what I found was this. That the particular agent who has now been
appointed for Moran Circle, entered into contract with the Procurement
Department for supply of certain quantity of paddy for reserve stock. 1T t_hmk,
the intention of the Director and the Supply Department was that this particular
agent who was appointed agent for all those tea gardens and when the agent h;lls
come forward for supply of paddy need not be disturbed. I think that was the
idea based on which they did not accept the proposal of Messrs. Steel Brothers.
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|
!
Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: May I enquire whether Government are aware I
that the Moran Circle tea gardens were dissatisfied with the arrangements .
made last year and it was made clear in the original communication to the
Government that for these reasons they sought to appoint another agent ? [

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: May I know, Sir, who is the present agent ? '

|
Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretray): I |
think, the name of the present agent is Messrs. Ladu Ram Beharilal. |

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
Yes, Sir.
Asregards the question of Mr. Hardmarn, as a matter "of fact, the Director
H got a telegram from Grain Purchasing Officer presumably, in the month of
February approving the appointment of that agent for that Circle.

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM : Is he a Marwari ? 3 ,
|
|

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I draw the attention of the ‘
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to my letter of the 31st January, 1950, and with Ry
your permission may I read it ?
The letter was addressed to the Secretary, Supply Department, Govern-
ment of Assam.
“With reference to the correspondence resting with my letter No.2688,
dated 15th November, 1949, addressed to you by the Assam Branch Indian Tea
Assocx?.tion, I have been informed by the Assam Branch that in view of the
necessity of maintaining supplies in the Moran area, it is impossible for the
Moran Circle to entertain any longer their proposal to appoint Messrs.
Steel Br.oghers as their agents. The Branch, however, wish to emphasise that
this decision has been taken under duress and does not represent the voluntary
wish of the Circle.

The Assam Branch desice me to point out to Government that their
request for reconsideration of Government’s refusal of Messrs. Steel Brothers
as the Circle’s agents was submitted on the 15th November, 1949, and that
in spite of reminders and personal interviews, no final decision has yet been
given and at no time has the Indian Tea Association been aware of the nature
of ObJ?CtX’n to the ;PPOintment of afirm which is operating over such a wide
ﬁiiaislgeygilaénngstit(:)l:ﬁi’f of the Association ard whose experience of handling &=

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It is clear] i that:
L : y stated in the reply to (/)
“The system as now in force is fully serving the purpose of the Iv?ozvan Circle and
it is cc.msEdert:zd both unnecessary and detrimental for the general procurement
a}?'d g{stl”llbUtI}]qnhof ['oodigrams to bring in Messrs. Steel Brothers as Agent for
this Lircle which is surplus in rice and padd joi it sub-
i Dxbrugarh.”p . and paddy but adjoins the heavy defict
Here the Government has stated the reason in refusin
: the agency to Messrs.
Steel Brothers. I do not think any further clarification is Eccessargy. I); Mr. Hard-
man pleads for a particular person, I am afraid I cannot allow this, I held before
that this House is not a forum for appeal of any particular person,

Mr. J. S. HAR_DMAN: Sir, may I point out that there are two reasons.
Firstly it meets the wishes of Government, but it does not meet the wishes of the .

Moran Eircle s S
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Government considered it unnecessary.
May I know who are the persons concerned ?

Mr. J. S, HARDMAN : Sir, the persons concerned are the tea gardens in
the Moran Circle.
Sir, can we have a discussion on this matter ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I cannot allow any discussion.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Sir, may I draw attention to the fact that Governa
ment aid not consider the reasons............

The Heom’ble the SPEAKER: Mr. Hardman disputes the decision of the
Government.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Sir, I dispute the validity of the reasons which
Government have adduced, and contend that they acted under a misappre-
hension.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: What are the reasons for considering this
Agency as unnecessary or undesirable ?

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Sir, are Government aware of the wishes of the
Moran Circle ? 1 was explaining the point that the Moran Circle was strongly
opposed to the system that Government had forced on them, while the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary maintained that Government had acted in this matter in
accordance with their wishes. The circumstances were that having been allowed
to continue without any Agent in the absence of a reply for four months, the
Circle had no other alternative but to accept another agency.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: What were the objections of the Moran
Circle of the Indian Tea.Association ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) : Sir,
so far my information goes, it is not actually an objection. At first a request was
made to the Government by the Assam Branch Indian Tea Association for
appointment of Messrs. Steel Brothers as Agents for the Moran Circle, But the
Procurement Department of the Government could not agree to that proposal.
They appointed a Dealer who was working previously.

Subscquently another letter was written to the Secretary, Supply Department
for reconsideration of the Government’s decision with regard to the appointment
of agents for that Circle. That letter was also not considered. Subsequently,
again, I think, in the month of February a telegram was received from the Grain
Purchasing Officer of Moran Circle approving the appointment of Messrs.
Laduram Beharilal.

Sir, may I suggest that after the Assembly business is over to-day, Mr. Hard-
man and I will sit together and will discuss the matter,

Mr. J.S. HARDMAN : Yes, Sir, that will be suitable for me.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Sir, may I know whether a certain
agent will be appointed according to the choice of the Government or according
to the choice of the consumers ?

. Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): SO
far as the Indian Tea Association or the Tea Industry is concerned, we have been
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trying to adjust according to the convenience of both the Tea Industry and the
Government. But so far the question put by my Friend is concerned, it all
depends on the administrative convenience of the Government as well as to the
convenience of the consumers.

Prof. P. M, SARWAN: Will Government be pleased to look into the
convenience ol the consumers rather than the convenience of the contractors ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Whether they are actually consumers ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
Actually the Tea Industry is the consumer in this respect.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : May I know, Sir, from the Govern-
ment why Messrs. Stcel Brothers has been given agency for handling rice and

paddy, in spite of the fact that the Procurement Department is undertaking this
kind of work ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
Because the Steel Brothers receive rice and paddy on behalf of the Tea Industry.
Messrs. Steel Brothers are the representatives of the Tea Industry, and they inspect

the samples and take delivery of the rice and also makes payment. They are
actually working on behalf of the Tea Industry as their agent.

Acquisition of Lands used by Tea Gardens and Railways for letting
establishment of Sunday Hats, ecc.

50. With reference to Un
Questioner in the last Septemb
lative Assembly Debates of 13
be pleased to state what steps
by Tea gardens and Railways in Dibry rarh Subdivision for letti tablichment
of Sunday Hats especially 2 KhowanB vision for ctting establis ol
Ditbrugarh Tow, Do Docras S nga,rgll\l/{:gtaan,? Dikom, Lahowal, Nagaghuli,

starred Question No.4(a'—(d) asked by the
er Session of the Assembly, 1949 (vide Assam Legis-
th September 1949 at page 795), will Government

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Parliamentary Secretary)

50.—The hon. Member’s at
Question No.4(d) of the last Se
ment have not as yet received
Local Board, Municipality or

replied :

tention is drawn to the answer given to Unstarred
pPtember Session of the Assembly, 1949.  Govern-

any specific proposal for such acquisition from the
Town Committee concerned.

Rise in the cost of living in Assam

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
51. Will Government be ‘

! g pleased to state what has b ise i f
living in Assam atter the depr. S

eciation of the Indian currency ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

51.—There has been no rise in the cost of living since June, 1949. The cost of
living index of the working classes, as a matter of fact, shows a_decline from 128
to 124 at Ga_uhati an_d from 144 to 132 at Silchar in June, 1949 and December,
1 949 respectively. The base has been taken at 100 for 1944,

have been taken by them to acquire the lands used

A
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, with regard to the answer
given by the Government regarding the fall in the cost of living in Assam, may
we infer that the steady rise in the prices of number of certain corr_lmodltlcs on
which ample discussion has taken place, and which .has been admitted by the
Government, there has been a red uction in the cost of living ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Sir, these figures were com-
pared in the year 1949 only.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Since Sept'cmber_ last
there has been an acute shortage of a number of commodities, with the

consequent rise in their prices that means the cost of living has been
tremendously risen.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : There has been no rise in the
cost of living since June 1949. The cost of living index of the working classes,
as a matter of fact, shows a decline from 128 to 124 at Gauhati and from 144
to 132 at Silchar in June 1949 and December, 1949 respectively. The base has
been taken at 100 for 1944, These figures were collected by the Statistics
Department. The figures were collected for these two places and the figures for

the rest of the area were not collected by the Statistics Department. So, Govern-
ment do not like to give vague figures.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Do Government believe, Sir,
that the cost of living has not risen ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: It cannot be admitted in
absence of scientific data.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Is it not a fact, Sir, that a Central Government
cost of living index for the working class i maintained for Tinsukia ?

The Hen’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Government has no infor-
mation, but that may be after june, 1949.

Mr. J. . HARDMAN : I it not a fact that these figures are published in
the Government Official Gazette ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : They might be published

without consulting the Statistics Department, but the figures are not available with
me now,

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Has the attention of the
HOn’blc Minister been drawn to the reply given by the Central Government in
the Parliament with regard to the latest cost of living ? According to that there
18 @ rise of 4 per cent. over the previous index figure.

_ The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNUR AM MEDHI: Those replies might have
been given on the basis of the figures collected after June, 1949, The data
collected after June might have indjcated that the cost of living has risen.
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Selection of site for the Gauhati University

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

52. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the major portion of the land selected for
the site of the Gauhati University at Pandu are low lands which
shall have to be raised before they can be used for buildings
purposes ? '

(b) If so, what will be the probable cost that shall have to be incurred
in raising the grounds ?

(¢) How many years are likely to be taken in raising the lands ?

(d) Whether the necessary funds for raising the lands are likely to be
available within a year or two ? :

(¢) Whether the educational institutions of the University will be quite
close to the Pandu Railway Station ?

(f) Whether there is any proposal or chance of a Railway line running
gllrﬁugh the University grounds from Pandu towards the Garo

ills ? ;

53. With a view to avoid the vicinity of a busy Railway Station and for the
sake of economy as well as to avoid delay in constructing the University buildings,
do Government propose to abandon the site at Pandu and to shift it to the eastern
side of the town of Gauhati somewhere near the Bamuni Maidan ?

54. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What progress, if any, has been made in the matter of construction
of University buildings at Pandu ?

(6) What amount of money has been spent in constructing the quarters
for the Professors of the Gauhati University at Bamuni Maidan ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :
52. (a)—No.

(6)—Does not arise, But probable cost for raising the low-lying area is
estimated at Rs.7,20,000, which may be reduced in accordance with the Master
plan for whole area when adopted.

. (¢0)—This will depend on the speed of executing the buildings plan which
is subject to availability of funds and priority of constructions

(d)—The Government hope so.

(e)—Not necessarily. The plan is to keep sufficient space intervening
between the Pandu Railway Station and the educational institutions.

(f)—No.
53.—No.

54. (a)—Acquisition of site and its preparation and finalisation of Master
plan are in progress,
(6)—Rupees 1,95,000.

Distribution of Corrugated Iron Sheets to Agriculturists in Dhubri
Subdivision

Maulavi MD, MAKSED ALI asked:

55. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The total bundle of Corrugated Iron Sheets that was to be distri-
buted to the agriculturists in exchange of paddy through Pro-
curement Department in the Dhubri Subdivision since the
Scheme was brought into force ?

(b) Whether the Procurement Scheme was successful by this method ?

(¢) If not, why not ?
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(d) Whether it is a fact that only persons belonging to the Marwari
Community and other businessmen got Corrugated Iron Sheets
showing their land possession receipts ?

() What was the actual balance of Corrugated Iron Sheets left for
Dhubri Subdivision after distribution through that Scheme ?

(/) Whether the remaining quantity of Corrugated Iron Sheets will
be distributed this year through the same Scheme ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the remaining quantity of Corrugated
Iron Sheets has been despatched to Gauhati ?

(#) If so, why and what is the quantity so despatched up-to-date ?

(1) Whether it is a fact that the Assam Government Agent for
Corrugated Iron Sheets in Calcutta has not been sending
Corrugated Iron Sheets to Dhubri Subdivision inspite of
reminders from the authority concerned ?

'7) If so, what action Government has taken on this Agent ?

(k) Whether Government propose to change this Agent after calling
for necessary explanation ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) replied :

55. (a)—1,536 bundles.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Does not arise.
(d)—Government have no such information.

()—The actual balance of Corrugated Iron Sheets left for Dhubri
Subdivision is nil, but there is a balance of 23 bundles Corrugated Iron Sheets
(Procurement) out of the stock kept at the disposal of the Deputy Director of
Procurement, Gauhati. Permits for the same have already been issued, but
parties have not yet taken deiivery of the Corrugated Iron Sheets. Sufficient
offers of paddy were not forthcoming from the Dhubri Subdivision within
the period fixed and this is why Deputy Director of Procurement, Gauhati, issued
some permits on the Dhubri stock in favour of persons of Kamrup district on
their supplying the stipulated quantity of paddy and fulfilment of other
necessary conditions.

(f )—Does not arise.

(g)—No, the remaining quantity is kept at the disposal of the Deputy
Director of Procurement, Gauhati, who has already issued permits for the same
but the parties have not yet taken delivery of the same though they had
supplied the necessary quantities of paddy.

(A)—Does not arise,

. ()—The Handling Agent could not send Corrugated Iron sheets to
Dhubri due to transport difficulties and booking restrictions.

(7)—Does not arise.

(k)—The Handling Agent was appointed for lifting the quota for the
year 1949 only. His term of agency will expire as soon as the materials procured
by him are despatched in full to the Registered Stockholders of Assam.

Government are finalising arrangements for the appointment of an Associa-

tion !'orgned by the existing stockholders of Assam to function as Government
Agents in respect of the quota for the period I/1950.
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WORKS DEPARTMENT, ASSAM, ON THE CHARGES
OF WASTAGE OF PUBLIC FUNDS IN CONNECTION
WITH CONSTRUCTION OF SHILLONG-CHURAT-
BARI-AGARTALA ROADS MADE BY SHRI K.
SANTHANAM, MINISTER OF STATE,
GOVERMENT OF INDIA

Statement by the Hon’ble Minister of Public Works Department, Assam,
on the Charges of wastage of Public funds in connection with
construction of Shillong-Churaibari-Agartala Roads
made by Shri K. Santhanam, Minister of State,

Government of India

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister of Public Works
Department wants to make a statement,

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, I have to make
a statement in regard to the Press report concerning the remarks made in Par-
liament by the Minister of State, Mr. Santhanam that the Assam Government
was specialising in wasting public funds without benefit to itself.

On the 16th of this month I saw the statement in the Press and on the 17rh,
after consultation with my Colleagues I sent a wire to Mr. Santhanam asking
him to wire whether it was true that he made the alleged statement reported
in the Press without ascertaining facts from the Assam Government. I could
not absolutely depend on Newspaper report, for I know of a newspaper which
publishes falsehood and lies In the Assamese paper, namely, the “Natun
Assamiya” there was a lic and a falsehood published about the Minister, Public
Works Department, that is about me, that 8 miles away from Shillong in some
secret place I had a secret meeting with an Engineer and I destroyed some
documents. This is a deliberate lie. It is that kind of falsehood in papers that
will destroy our country. An Editor who can publish such a lieis bringing
ruination someday to himself. That is one of the reasons why I have been
waiting for Mr. Santhanam’s reply. I received a reply from his Private Secre-
tary by_wxre on 20th acknowledging receipt of my telegram and saying “letter
follows in reply”. T have now received that promised letter sending a copy of
the debates in Parliament. Mr. Santhanam made the statement reported in the
paper. I shall quote it afterwards. I will place facts as they are and it will
be seen that the Ministry of the Assam Government is not at fault in any way.
Mr. Santhanam’s statement speaks of two roads, namely, (1) The Shillong-Jowai-
Haflong-Silchar-Churaibari  Road, (2) Churaibari-Agartala Road in Tripura
State, He said : “‘Regarding the Churaibari-Agartala Road, the fact was that
they were bound to give proper reports to the Road Organisation here. Owing
to some arrangement they were getting money direct from the States Ministry
and the Defence Ministry. They did not give us any report at all and when
the Road Organisation found that the reports were not coming, we deputed
an expert whose report T am not in a position to place before the House. I
hope that in due course it will be laid before the House. In connection with this,
a number of superior Engineers of the Assam Government have already been
su§pcndcd and we have asked for a searching enquiry into the whole affair. In
this case practically the entire money has been spent from Central Funds.
When our Engineers were here they did not care to take our Engineer’s advice.
They would not give us information. We suspected that something was wrong
and we hé}(} to send our Engineers and his report is under examination, I
hope my {riend (Mr. Chaliha) will not force me to speak more about this
subject. 'The Assam Government is specialising in wasting public funds without
gaining any benefit to itself”.
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This House may not know that these two roads are dealt with by two
different authorities in Assam. The first road, Shillong-Jowai-Haflong-Silchar-
Churaibari road comes under the responsibility of the Ministrv, and the second
road, Churaibari-Agartala Road in Tripura State, is under the Governor of
Assam who is directly responsible to the Ceutre. The Chief Engineer of the
Assam Government js responsible to His Excellency the Governor in his work
for this road. He works under His Excellency the Governor and does not send
files to the Ministry. He sends them to His Excellency the Governor who has
his Adviser and Secretariat. The Assam Ministry has nothing to do with the
works in the Tripura State, Mr. Santhanam’s statement and remarks in
connection with the Churaibari-Agartala Road which is inside the Tripura
State cannot and does not apply to the Ministry of Assam Government. I, as
Minister-in-charge of Public Works Department, have not seen a single file
regarding this road. In connection with the road, that is, Churaibari- Agartala
road in Tripura State you will notice what Mr. Santhanam said regarding the
Assam Engineers. He said, ‘‘a number of superior enginecers of the Assam
Government have already been suspended and we have asked for a searching
enquiry’’,

These engineers were not appointed by the Assam Ministry, but by the Chief
Engineer working under the Governor They are, as far as I know, all refugees
and temporary officers. None of our permanent Assam officers was there. The
Chief Engineer never cousulted the Assam Minister in the Public Works Depart-
ment for their appointments. They are connected with the Assam Public Works
Department under the Chief Engineer who is responsible to the Governor as
Agent of the Government of India.

Therefore, whatever might have been the conditions in that Churaibari-
Agartala Road, the Assam Ministry is not responsible

I must also point out that the expert whom the Government of India sent to
examine this road did not see the Ministry and he did not report anything to the
Minister, Public Works Department, but I heard that he reported to the Adviser
of the Governor. Up to date I have not seen the report of that expert. It is
with that branch of the Administration which is controlled by the Chief
Engineer, the Adviser and His Excellency the Governor.

I must also inform the House that I do not know who the engineers are who
have been suspended in connection with that road.

Neither the Hon’ble Ministe: of Finance nor the Hon’ble Minister of Public
Works Department nor even the Hon’ble Chief Minister knows how much money
was spent on this road in Tripura State. The Government of India never wrote to
anyone of us, but deals directly with the Governor of Assam and his Secretariat.
His Excellency the Governor of Assam deals with the case as the Agent of the
Ministry of States (Central).

Now, in regard to the Shillong-Jowai-Haflong-Silchar-Churaibari Road, I
must say that Mr. Santhanam’s remarks are wrong altogether. His remarks are
like this—“Regarding the construction of the Shillong-Haflong-Silchar-Churaibari
(Tripura berder) Road, the Assam Government had without proper engineering
survey marked out a road and done a lot of work here and there in patches and
finally came to us for help. At last it was found that the road was useless and
had to be abandoned”. T will read that again, Sir, so that hon. Members of the
House might get the words properly—“Regarding the construction of the
Shmong'Haﬁ‘)”g-Sllchar-Churaibari (Tripura border) Road, the Assam Govern-
ment had without proper engineering survey marked out a road and done a lot
of work here and there in patches and finally came to us for help. At last it was

found ih:dt the road was useless and had to be abandoned”. That is all he said
abOllt thlS road “’Illch is undfr [}‘lP Assam Ministry.
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This statement is altogether wrong. The Assam Government have not _found
the road useless. If we are compelled to abandon it, it will be because India has
backed out and will not fulfil their part to complete this transaction. Their own
expert who came in March 1949 said that this Road should be completed to
16 ft. width.

As regards his remarks that “‘the Assam Government without proper
engineering survey marked out a road”, I regret to say that he .docs not know the
talent of our engineers for surveying hill roads, I think our engineers have talents
to survey hill road perhaps better than any engineer who may be sent from
anywhere in India. Survey has been made by our engineers. It cannot be sald_
that it is not a proper engineering survey. I am doubtful whether any cngineer
from outside can beat them. After all, this is a matter of opinion H he‘ ‘!udges
the engineers of Assam by the work of the engineers who worked in Tripura,
he is altogether wrong for those engineers at Tripura are refugee engincers.

I must refute the remarks of Mr, Santhanam that ‘‘the Assam Government
marked out a road and donc a lot of work here and there in patches and finally
came to us for help”. This is altogether wrong. From the 001'responden€:c
which T shall read, the hon. Members will know that the Government of India
asked us to mark out a road and to make reconnaisance survey and detailed
survey. Now, Sir, I mustread out some parts of the History of this road—
‘“After the partition of India and Sylhet was included in Eastern Pakistan our
minds were exercised as to how to connect Silchar with the rest of Ass?.m by a
road as train communications is very uncertain especially during the rains, an,d
how to connect Assam with the rest of India without going through Pakistan”.
The late Sir Akbar Hydari who was then the Agent of the States Ministry (Delhi)
and responsibible to the Government of India for Tripura, was also very much
exercised in his mind as to how to connect Tripura with Silchar and this part of
Assam. He consulted Military officers and he recommended with the knowledge
of and in consultation with the Military Officers that a road should be made
from Shillong to Silchar yia Jowai-Garampani and Haflong. Then he wrote to
the Hon‘ble Premier like thisee .

“If my recommendation is accepted the next question is the agency for the
construction of, first of all, the Shillong.Jowai-Garampani-Haﬂong—Silchar Road.
The obvious agency is the Assam Public Works Department, but as the utmost
speed is desirable, I think we should obtain the assistance for or Assam Public
Works Department in the construction of this road of Indian Military Engineers
with such mechanical equipment for road making as the Central Government may
be able to provide. As for finance, it seems to me that these three roads with an
extension of the one from Patharkandi to the Tripura Frontier apart from their
great economic advantages to the Province, will also have considerable strategic
importance from the point of view of the defence of India’s Eastern Frontiers and
as such, the expenditure on them should be shared as between the Governments
of India and of Assam.

* * Y * *
The conclusion must be that necessary sanction for survey and collection of

necessary staff and equipment should be accorded immediately, thercby we will
be helping ourselves and India®,

2
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Again, Sir, His Excellency late Sir Akbar Hydari wrote a:gain on 10th
September, 1947 to the Hon’ble Premier like this—*I took advantage of the visit of
General Ranking, Areca Commander, West Bengal and Assam District, of
consulting him on the soundness of the suggestions put forward in the detailed
note prepared by Captain Yusuf Aliin consultation with the local military
authorities. General Ranking 1is particularly qualified to advise us
on this matter because during most of the war when it more directly concerned
India’s Eastern Frontier he was in command of the lines of communications
through Assam to the forces then deployed along the Frontier. As such
communications through Assam leading to the Front were very much his
concern. General Ranking entirely agrees that the road Shiilong-Jowai-
Garampani-Haflong-Silchar and thence to the borders of Tripura State
should have first priority. But he advises that second priority should be given
to the road Rohi-Dimapur. Third pricrity should be given to District road
connections  Garampani-Lumding and Lumding-Haflong and proposed
Haflong-Henima-Kohima road should be given fourth priority and the
short-cut Jowai-Sutnga-Badarpur should be put down last. This was drafted
in consultation with General Ranking.” Sir Akbar Hydari had correspondence
with the Hon’ble Sardar Patel who is in charge of the Ministry of State (Central)
and Sardar Patel wrote to him a very sympathetic letter. I have not got the
letter of Sardar Patel in my possession. I give below an extract from Sardar
Patel’s letter as  quoted by Sir Akbar Hydari in his noteon 7th September
1947.

““The proposal which you have suggested seems to me prima facie satisfactory,
and I hope you will succeed in obtaining the necessary assistance from the local
military authorities and also we at this end propose for assistance on the technical
side when the progress has been reported from survey point of view ™.

Then, Sir, we discussed this matter in the Cabinet and the Cabinet accepted
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor and he also stated that the
Ministry of States was in full agreement with this. .

Then, Sir, we officially wrote to the Government of India on 30th September
1947. We placed all the facts before the Government of India and discussed all
the different routes and showed to them the necessity of construciing this
Shillong-Jowai-Garampani-Haflong-Shilchar Road. T do not know whether
I need read this. (Voices—read), alright I will read. Secretary, Public Works
Department wrote thus :-—

‘I am directed to say that the inclusion of the major portion of the district
of Sylhet within the boundaries of Pakistan has resulted in the severance of road
communication between Assam and the district of Cachar and Lushai Hills, and
ultimately Tripura State. The only line of communication to Silchar and Aijal
(other than the road and railway traversing Sylhet district, which is within
Pakistan and thereby dependent on the good will of the foreign State) is the
railway Gauhati-Haflong-Silchar. This is a devious and circuitous road and
has never been more than a hill section branch line involving tedious delay in
travel and occasional stoppage of running of trains due to land slips during the
monsoon’’,

Of the two possible alignments between Shillong and Silchar, the one from
Dawki (50th mile from Shillong) at the foot of hills on the existing Shillong
Sylhet Road. Although much shorterin length seems undesirable for the
following reasons.—

(a) The Pakistan border extends right up to the foot hills ;

The new road would therefore have to follow the edge or face of 2
precipitous escarpment fissured by numerous mountains streams ;
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(&) even if possible of construction, the road would be a la.tera_ll one very near
to the frontier of Assam and without any tributary communications to the rear,
the hinterland remaining completely unopened. This should be militarily

unsound ;

(¢) apart from connecting Silchar with Dawki this would open up no new
country.
The alternative therefore is the construction of a first class tarred anc!
metalled road from Shillong to Silchar zia Jowai. The section' Shillong-Jowal
33 miles is already under construction as-a district road under Post-War Develop-

ment Programme. :
From Jowai onwards there are two alternatives—

(@) a direct road vie Sutnga to Badarpur. This although a shorter road and
from an inspection of the contours probably feasible, has the disadvantage of
involving a completely new survey of trackless hill country 2nd the Simleng rver
crossing. It would be also unrelated to the development of further strategic
road net works on the Eastern Frontier 3

(b) the improvement of the existing track ziz Garampani to the railway at
Haflong thence connecting with the existing road at Damcherra on following the
direct short track to Silchar. The choice between these two minor alternatives
may be decided after actual reconnaissance has been carried out by the Technical
Experts. Another advantage of the road via Haflong isthat it might serve as
the first section of a direct line of communication zi¢ Henima to Kohima and
also connect with a new highway Raha-Dimapur. * i % i -

““Advantage was taken of the advice of General Ranking, Area Commander,
West Bengal and Assam District during his recent visit here. During most of
the war period when it more directly concerned India’s eastern frontier, he was
in command of the line of communications through Assam to the forces then
deployed along the frontier. General Ranking entirely agreed that the construc-
;‘ltl)ln of this road was necessary and that the order of priority should be as
ollows :—

Phase 1.— Shillong-_]owai-Garampani-Haﬁong-Silchar, and then to border
of' Tripura State. (To be upgraded from a district road to a National
Highway and constructed with all possible speed) ;

P hase 2.—Roha-Dimapur to be constructed asa National Highway ;

Phase 3.—Gara mpani-Lumding and Lumding-Haflong (District road) 3-

Phase 4.—Haflong-Henima-Kohima,

Phase 5.—Jowai-Sutnga-Badarpur District road.

The Government of Assam considered the above proposals in. the Cabinet
Meeting and have decided that the survey and construction of the following
roads should l_Je immediately taken up in the order below without waiting
for settlement in the matter of allocation of costs as between the Government
of India and Assam.

il Shi!long’-]owai~Garampnni-Haﬂong-SiIchar,

2. Roha-Doboka-Diphu-Dimapur.

It is considered that the survey of the alignment should be entrusted’ to
the Military Engineering Department while actual execution which must be

done with all speed, the target date being before the expiry of the
stand-still agreement should be carried out by the Public Works

Department.

-\
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The Government of Assam would suggest that the first of the two roads
namely, Shillong-Jowai-Garampani-Haflong-Silchar be financed by the Govern-
ment of India as a national highway and that for the second project Roha-
Doboka-Diphu-Dimapur money may be arranged as far as possible from the
Petrol Tax Fund or some other such source.’’

Then we got a reply from the Government of India, dated 30th- October
1947 ; subject—Road Communications in Assam consequent on the separation
of Sylhet. This came to us from the Ministry of Transport, to which MTr.
Santhanam belongs. The letter is like this:

‘“‘Reference your letter, dated the 30th September 1947,
The following decisions have been taken by the Government of India on
the proposals made by the Government of Assam :—

(a) Shillong- Dawki-Silchar Road.—This road is of no strategic importance
as it is too close to the Pakistan border. This road may be useful if troops
have to be employed in aid of the Civil power in Southern Assam ;
otherwise it is militarily useless. The Assam Government should consider the

" construction of this road out of Provincial revenues.

(b) Shillong-fowai-Garampani- Haflong-Silchar Road.——This road is of stra-
tegic importance. The proposed alignment is accepted for the purpose of
reconnaissance and survey. It will take time to build and constructional di-
fficulties are likely particularly beyond Garampani. Responsibility for recon-
naissance _and survey will be that of the Provincial Public Works Department,
but the Engineer-in-Chief, General Headquarters (India) will render whatever
assistance is possible from military re ources. Contact between the Provincial
Public Works Department and General Headquarters (India) wil] be through
the Ministry of Transport (Roads Organisation). General Headquarters (India)
will furnish to' the Roads Organisation the specifications required by the
military authorities particularly in respect of the ruling gradient, load capaci-
ties and the width of the road. The question of the incidence of the cost of
the development of this road will be discussed later.’’

Then they discussed the Roha-Lumding-Dimapur Road, and said, “‘Dima-
pur is already connected with Roha and Shillong by a road traversing the
Assam Valley. The road from Roha wvie Lumding will make a circle with
the existing road. This will be useful in opening up the country but is of
no strategic value. This road should be constructed as a Provincial Road.*?

“Ligk Roads: Garampani-Lumding and Haflong-Lumding.

These roads are not considered necessary from a military point of view.
They should form part of the Provincial Government’s plans for opening up
the country.

Haflong- Henima-K ohima Road.—This road is of no strafegic importance
if the military situation arising out of the partition of India is considered.

This position as an integral part of the overall plans for the defence of India
as a- whole remains to be considered.”

Then they discussed about Jowai-Sutnga-Badarpur Road. They said, *“this

road again would be a Provincial measure asit is not important on strategic
considerations”’. :

It will be therefore seen, Sir, that they discussed all these roads and
decided that they were of no- strategic importance except the Shillong-Jowai-
Garampani-Haflong-Silchar Road, which they said was of strategic importance,
and we were asked to carry out the survey.
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Then, Sir, His Excellency the Governor of Assam, as Agent of the States
Ministry, gave very strong orders through the Chief Secretary on 14th October,

1947 as follows:—
““His Excellency also wanted the Chief Engineer to initiate immediate
action on the two road schemes already approved by the Cabinet namely : -

(/) The Shillong-Jowai-Garampani-Haflong-Silchar Road.

(#2) The Daboka-Dimapur Road.

His Excellency thought that a special Division should be created for the
purpose and that no time should be lost in completing the survey, deciding
upon the exact alignment and starting work. If the Assam Public Works
Department is unable to find requisite technical staff, and the Ministry agrees,
His Excellency is prepared to get Italian Engineers to take up the work, if
possible. His Excellency wants that the starting of the work should not be
delayed for allocation of expenditure between the Centre and Province. He
would like to have rough estimates for thesc projects well before he leaves
for Delhi on 2nd week of November’.

Sir, rough estimates for 2} crores were given to him and he carried them
with him to Delhi and had consultations there with different Ministries. There
was a Conference held at Delhi, called by the Ministry of States, to consider the
various points raised by the Governor of Assam. The decision of the Conference
was as follows: (I am reading from the extract from the minutes sent by the
States Ministry). ““The point of view of the Ministry of Defence was that
the question of the construction of Tripura Access Road had not been considered
by them although they had considered the question of the construction of
Garampani-Haflong Silchar Road, in which case no decision had been reached
as to who should bear the cost and who should construct the road. A decision had
however been reached, and was confirmed at this meeting that the construction
of this rcad is essential and must be given a very high priority. 'I'he project should
include tl e extension beyond Silchar vie Kurti to Agartala. The whole length
should be treated as one project, It should be held to be of strategic importance
and its construction should be accorded the highest priority. The Ministry of
Defence Uﬂdert.ook to examine very urgently the question of agency for the con-
struction .of this rcad and who should bear the cost and to have the decision,
say, within two weeks. Meanwhile, survey ot the Assam road will not be stayed
and action will be taken to include in that survey the road from Kurti to
Agartala. In so far as the road passing through Tripura State is concerned, the
Ministry of Statt'a will also examine the case and get the order of Government on
the question of liability for the construction of the road?”.

After that the Government of Assam wrote to the Ministry of Transport and
a_Sde them to bear the whole cost and to ask the Military to give the specifica-
tion. We wrote thug :—

‘“Meanwhile the Government of Assam would be glad to know the view
of the General He_adqual'ters (India), as mentioned in their letter, about the
specifications required by the Military authorities particularly in respect of the
ruling gfaC!ICHt. load capacities and width of the road’>. We further stated that
¢“It is the view of the Government of Assam that if this road is going to be 2
strategic road and the specifications are to be laid down by the Military authori-
ties, the entire expenditure on Shillong-Jowai-Garampani-Haflong-Silchar Road
including cost of survey should be borne by the Central Government”. That
letter was sent on the 10th December 1947. The Government of India sent
their reply dated 10th January 1948 in which they stated thus :—<With reference
to your letter _d@lted 10th December 1947, I am directed to communicate the
following decision of the Government of India in respect of specifications

¥y
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required for the Shillong-Jowai-Garampani-Haflong-Silchar Road and Tripura
Access Road :—

“The Road may be designed to the ordinary provincial specifications
which are being adopted for the section from Shillong to Jowai under the Pro-
vincial Development Plan. No special specifications are prescribed for this road
by the Military authorities. A further communication will be made to the
Government of Assam in the matter of financing these two road projects. In
the meantime, an abstract estimate of the cost of the survey of these roads in
Assam may be supplied to this Ministry as soon as possible.’’

Then afterwards the tenor was changed, and by their letter of the 8th
March, 1948 the Government of India (Ministry of Defence) replied to our
letter dated the 16th February 1948. The subject is two roads—Shillong-Jowai-
Haflong-Silchar Road and the Silchar-Dwarbund-Hailakandi-Patharkandi-
Chandkhira-Kurti Road. Ref rence :—Transport Ministry’s letter dated 10th
January 1948 and Assam’s lctter dated 16th February 1948. The letter isas
follows :—

¢ The Government of India having examined all aspects of this case con-
sider that the main justification for constructing the two roads mentioned arises
out of their civil, economic and administrative value to the province of Assam.
They accept the position that these roads as indeed other main roads in the
Province and acceding States, have potential utility for maintaining internal
security, or meeting external aggression, but they would not normally have con-
templated any financial liability on such considerations zlone, more especially
when no specifications beyond those which are ljound to be justified for Provincial
needs are called for. However, in the special circumstances of Assam arising out
of the consequences of part.ition, the Government of Il’]'dla are prepared to offcr
in this particular case financial aid as can be extended in view of the pressing
obligations which the Government of India are required to meet in_ other
directions.

The Government of India accordingly propose that the cost of construct-
ing the two roads should be apportioned as follows : — : )

(1) Central contribution to be limited to 27:00 per cent. which is
estimated to amount to Rs.40 lakhs,

(2) Provincial Liability—

(a) From the Provincial allocations from the Central Road Fund—13:00
per cent. ol : :
(b) From Provincial Development Fund which are aided by Central
Block Grants for DeveloEment—()O'OO per cent”.

The discussion now is not regarding alignment, whether from Jowai through
Garampani and Haflong to Silchar and Tripura State border or whether from
Jowai by another shorter and straight route to Badarpur and Tripura State border,
but it is about the cost.

By their letter dated the 29th September, 1948, Assistant Secretary to Govern-
ment of India, Ministry of Transport conveyed the approval of the Governor
General to Rs.41,210 for the purpose of reconnaisance survey and also by their
letter dated the 12th of May, 1948 conveyed the approval of the detail survey
estimate of the Government of India amounting to Rs.58,086.

Now, after this the only question remained to be decided was the question of
finance about expenditure as to how much would be Assam’s share and how
much is to be the share of the Government of India.

Now. in regard to this question of showing the cost Mr. Bardoloi and
myself had a discussion with the Minister of Transport, Government of India,
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the Hon’ble Mr. Gopalswamy Ayyangar after which Mr. Bardoloi wrote the
following note :—

““The contribution from the Government of India for the strategic road
Shillong-Haflong-Silchar-Kurti referred to in—

(@) Transport Ministry’s Express letter dated '10th January, 1948.
(b) Government of Assam’s letter dated 16th February, 1948.
(¢) Ministry of Defence’s letter dated the 8th March, 1948, was discussed.

“The Chief Engineer of India (The consulting Engineer to the Govern-
ment of India) told us that while the Ministry of Defence did not consider it
a strategic road it admitted that it was one of strategic importance. FHe said
that on that ground the Government of India would bear 27 per cent. of the
expenditure and 13 per cent. would be taken from the Central Road Fund,
the remaining 60 per cent. from the Post-War Development fund allotted to
Assam. It was agreed by us that the Government of Assam could not afford
to forego even a caurie from the Post-War Development Fund in view of the
fact that many of the areas awaited development for a long time and roads up
to border areas had to be constructed in order to carry supplies to those places.
It was fturther agreed that it was not only a strategic road but it should be
considered a full National Highway as the road traverses through Cooch Behar,
Assam, Shillong, Haflong, Silchar and Tripura. No road could have a better
claim for consideration as a National Highway. It was therefore essential
that the Government of India should bear the entire cost of the road excepting
that portion of the road between Shillong and Jowai which the Government
of Assam undertook to build before partition of India. The project itself was
und:ertaken with fullest sanction and approval of the Hon’ble Sardar Patel,
subject to the allocation of expenditure to be borne by the Province and the
Centre ; he wanted the Provincial Government to go ahead with the project.
The w9rk has been started in different scctors and is likely to be complete
before 31st March, 1949. The Hon’ble Mr. Ayyangar ultimately gaid = that the
matter should be again relerred to the Defence Ministry and be reconsidered
in the Road Board. The Chief Engineer of India thought that if special con-
sideration was given to Assam other provinces might object™.

After much discussion between the Government of India and the Govern-
ment of Assam regarding the matter, the Hon’ble Mr. Bardoloi, personally
spoke again alout this matter to the authorities in New Delhi. Finally the
aPPOI'thnment. of the share of the Government of India and the Government of
Assam for this road was settled. Then Mr. Bardoloi sent a telegram dated the
22nd February 1949, from Delhi to the Chief Engineer, which is as follows :—

._“In spite of opposition from experts, Transport Ministry agreed bear two-
thirds expenditure Shillong-Tripura Road. India road expert visiting Shillong
for inspection road’’.

This fact was officially intimated by the Government of India by their letter
dated the 27th January 1949.

The Planning Officer, Mr. Aiyar came to Shillong in March 1949 and
went over some portions of the road between 12th and 20th March 1949. From
his 1nspection note, it is clear that he went only upto Mahur. At that time
the road_was not as itis at present. In his report he only described the diffe-
rent portions of the road over which he himself had gone, i.¢., from Shillong
to Mahur and he has also described some other portions by enquiry from
the engineers. He did not go to Haflong. After giving the history of the
work he made some remarks regarding the progress of work and the necessity

7
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for the development of the Khasi Hills and Cachar Hills. However, the follow-
ing quotations are interesting :—

His remarks are these:—‘The first section from Shillong-Jowai is said to
have been commenced in 1947 but the rest of the road is said to have been
started only after June 1948. After passing a few miles from Jowai, the road
runs for the most part in jungles with little human habitation. Labour has to
be imported...... and ration supplied. This has to be carried in head loads
often 20 to 30 miles. The supervising officers had to reach the places of work
only on foot, and wild animals such as bears are often met with. Labour
rates are very high. Unskilled labour get about Rs.2-8-0 per day and skilled
labour like carpenters and masons about Rs.4-8-0 per day. In spite of all these
difficulties, remarkable progress has been shown. This progress has been
rendered possible by taking up the work departmentally and engaging a number
of piece workers. A workable schedule of rates has been prepared and approved
by the Superintending Engineer and within these limits piece workers are
offered work. The whole responsibility for alignment and execution devolves
on the Executive Engineers and their assistants and they have shown their full
mettle in this work”.

Then he went on describing the features of the country. After that he
said again thus:—

““For the development of the hill area a road is the first requisite. This
road running through the middle of Khasi and Cachar Hills is considered
necessary for the development of the area and it is with this object was the
alignment fixed™.

““In view of what has been described above, there is little prospect of large
development of traffic on the new road in the near future and for at least a
decade the average number of vehicles using the road may in my opinion not
exceed single digits. Hence there seems to be no need except between Shillong
and Jowai for costly surfacing or widening of the road at present. It would be
sufficient if the road be completed for the 16 feet width and maintained as a
gravelled road. The soil in general is moorum or red earth mixed with stones
and this will stand the traffic likely to develop in the near future. Only in
places where it is clayey or black soil need a coat of moorum or good soil be
given over the surface and then gravelled. This will reduce both capital and
maintenance cost. The first objective should be to complete the whole road
for the 16 feet width, provide temporary wooden bridges wherever needed and
improved drainage. The last is most important as its neglect will cause the
destruction of the road. The two rivers Kopili and Diyung may be provided
with suitable ferries. After these are completed the road can be maintained as
a gravelled road for some years to facilitate development of the country and
after traffic develops the road can be metalled.”

Now, Sir, as the work on the road was going on, the Government of India
called for the progress reports of the work and we submitted the progress reports,
and that shows very clearly that the Government of India approved the alignment
and did not say that they had not approved the alignment, The alignment
straight from Jowai zia Badarpur to Tripura State had been rejected by the
Government ol India.. In the letter dated 30th October 1947 they said that 1t
was ;not of any Military importance. This is the alignment recently they have
asked us to survey though it is a little different from the one rejected before.

It will be seen from the correspondence we have had, that at the beginning
the Government of India considered that this road is of strategic importance
and that survey work should be accorded the first priority.
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Sir Akbar Hydari took the initiative after consulting General Ranking and
the local Military authorities here in Assam and the Cabinet decided that this
road should be taken up.

At first the Government of India thought that the Military would give their
sugeestions about the standard of the road to suit their purposes but after-
wards the Government of India decided that the road should be made only 16 ft.
wide and according to the Provincial standard.

Now, Sir, the Government of India has told us that they are not going to
give us any grant from the 1st of October. That is our grievance.

I now turn to the remaiks o1 Mr, Santhanam.

Mr. Santhanam, it seems, did not study all the correspondence between the
Government of Assam and the Government of India regarding this road.

The Government of Assam have not found the road to be useless as he has
said. It will be very useful, if we could finish it and make it jeepable and
motorable. As we are in a bad state of finance we are unable to bear all the
expenditure.

The road from Haflong to Silchar is only 60 miles. I have travelled over
the whele road twice. I was very much surprised that the road was better than I
expected.

If the Government of India stops the work now as they have done, they will
be the party who will be responsible for the wasting of public money without
properly investigating the road we have made. Their own expert said
that the road should be completed to 16 ft. width. Thke Government of India
will have to take more responsibility than they do now otherwise they will be
open to the charge of wasting public funds. We started this road with the
un.dersta{ldmg that it is a road of strategic importance that requires the highest
priority in the construction. We pressed the Government of India to make it a
National Highway and to bear all the expenditure. At last we agreed that the
Government of India should bear two-thirds, and the Government of Assam one-
third. The Governinent of India, the strong partner in this work, before com-
pletion have backed out and left the weak partner Assam to her fate with her
finance depleted.

I am sorry if the Government of India would not follow even the advice
of their own expert who said that the road should be completed to 16 ft. width,
and bridges and drains to be made. They have to follow only the advice that
will suit them and not that which will suit us.

I say that the Government of India would be committing the sin of perfidy—
if they would leave their weaker partner helpless half way when they promised

at the.bcginning that the road should be made, of course completed, and the
expenditure shared.

Let a Tribunal of Justice be set up to judge who will be responsible for the
wastage of pubhc‘ funds if this road is not completed according to the advice of
the Government of India’s own expert.

I say that the Government of India would be committing the sin of perfidy
if they do not fulfil their duty. How can poor helpless Assam being deprived
of several crores of rupees and being given only doles which are not enough to
carry on with her development plans, bear the whole responsibility of this road ?
1t is time for the Government of India to reconsider this present attitude. 1
ask the Government of India to come to their duty and fulfil their part of
gransaction and we will do ours.
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2 The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister will kindly state
acts.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Now I turn to the state-
ment of Mr. Santhanam that ‘‘the Government of Assam is specialising in
wasting public funds without benefit to itself””. It is very unfortunate
that such a statement has been made by such a responsible Minister of State.
Only bad person can specialise in wasting public funds. T believe Mr. Santhanam
does not mean to say what he did.

Sir, I think, I have stated enough.

I must tell the hon. Members that I have received a wire from Mr.
K. Chaliha one of our Assam M. P. as follows :—

““Met Honourable Santhanam Saturday with four Assam Members he will
make suitable amends shortly.” Sir, we shall be glad if he does.

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): How
that will help ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: But Mr. Santhanam must
realise that great mischief has been done to our people in Assam. Those who
are Anti Congress and Anti-Government are using this as a handle to down the
Congress Government.

Speaking for myself I shall forget all that he has said but I must strongly
impress this fact that to make amends which will be of any good is to do his
duty, to get the Government of India to complete this road and be faithful to
their partner to save themselves from the charge that they are not carrying out
their duties and thus cause waste of public funds.

Sir, I myself have done all that is possible for me to do with a clear con-
science. I think it will be foolish on the part of the Government not to carry
on the responsibility and share the expenditure and to complete this road. Any
body who has gone over the road will be surprised to see it. I have gone over
many roads in the worid. I have seen roads in America, Australia, Africa,
England and other big countries, I think thisis the most scenic road in Assam
which I have seen and from many points of view it will be very useful. T wish
all the hon. Members of the House had gone over this road. This road can be
completed to make it jeepable with a little amount of expenditure. I could
pass over this road easily with a jeep and from Haflong to Shillong I actually
went with a jeep and trailer. So anybody can go over this part of the road even
with first class car during the winter season—only the approaches at the Kopili
river will bave to be made with easy gradients and then the road will be a
through road to Silchar. I shall be sorry if this road is abandoned.

The Chief Engineer will snon give his inspection report on this road.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order. A few days ago
Mr. Santha_nqm made a statement in the Parliament casting serious aspersion
on the administration of the Government of Assam. Soon after, this statement
of Mr. Sa_nthanam appeared in the Press, there was considerable commotion in the
public mind and also in local Press. The other day Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma,
Chief Whip of Congress Assembly Party, naturally wanted to know the position of
the Government of Assam in the light of Mr. Santhanam’s statement on this matter.
Owing to the consternation which fell in this province I considered it necessary
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to ask for a statement from the Government of Assam on this matter. Now a
statement has been made for the information of the hon. Members of_ f.;h-.s House
by the Government of Assam. The whole matter is under seisin of the
Parliament. So I do not think it will be proper on my part to allow any
discussion or debate on this matter now.

Srijut DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: 73 &fi =1 3 AfCacT
statement I $%ath Fite Parliament 3 4teis Toonce fam 27 just to clear
the mind of the members of the Parliament.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: @3rh wlaie 2z (Fold  S@dwed
i |

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I may make a suggestion,
Sir, that a copy of the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister of Pub_hg; Works
Department be sent to Mr. Santhanam as well as to the senior Minister of
Transport in the Central Government, Mr. Gopalaswami Ayyangar, and that
may help matters.

The Hon’ble Rev, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I shall have a copy sent

iéo.rmally to Mr. Santhanam and to the Senior Member of the Transport Ministry,
ir.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: In this respect, Sir,

I have already written to Shri Gopalaswami Ayyangar. I have considered this
matter and from my point of view and from the point of view of the Assam
Government the matter might well be discussed officially. But my personal
view 1s that Shri Santhanam was very wrong for the manner in which he made
the statement. Whatever opinion he might have formed in this regard, he might
have sent it to us confidentially by correspondence. There might be difference
of opinion and this difference of opinion started when the Government of India
prc_:b-ably considered that this road was not of strategic value or importance. The
opinion which was formed in the meanwhile was that the road was of strategic
importance and not a strategic road. The difference of opinion was the subject
matter of dlSCUS§ion of a Conference which has been mentioned by the Hon’ble
Minister, Public Works Department just now. Ultimately it was agreed that the
M1n1st‘ry of Defence should pay a portion of the cost apparently because of the fact
that the road was of some strategic importance. To us, as also to the then Mili-
tary al:lthorltles placed here, itisa strategic road and as probably they thought
otherwisc they were not prepared to pay the entire cost. Possibly the Government
of India thought that while this road can be utilised for military purposes, it
may not be absolutely necessary from the point of view of strategy. A second
alternative r oad has now been presented to the Government of Assam by the same
Ministry, I mean the Ministry of Transport, a road which would go up to
owai and then would go across to the border and then go as far as Badarpur.
Perhaps the Government of India might consider such a road to be a shorter
national h’gh-_Way as also a strategic road. But it has, I suppose, been demons-
trated that_ this present view was taken by the Government of India after they
gave sanclion to the construction of the Shillong-Haflong and Silchar Road.
It is only after the Road was partially completed that they expressed their
inability to maintain the road or even for its full completion. Now the Govern-
ment of India think, on the advice of their expert Engineer, Mackaline,

e



%

1950] THE ASSAM AMUSEMENTS AND BETTING TAX 417
(AMENDMENT} BILL, 1950

that they would like that this road should be considered as an entirely provincial
road, no responsibility should lie with the Government of India beyond
payment of §rd of the cost of construction upto October 1949. In pursuance of
that agreement out of the total expenditure that has been incurred on the Road,
forty lakhs will be given this year and the balance is proposed to be given next
year. In view of all this it is most unfortunate that Mr. Santhanam should have
made such a statement in the Parliament and it is still mmore unfortunate that
opportunities should have been given by this statement to some interested parties
to carry on a propaganda which is probably unfair and untrue.

The Assam Finance Bill, 1950

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir,I begto move that
the Assam Finance Bill, 1950 be taken into consideration.

As there is no amendment, I think, with your permission, I can move the
next motion, that is item (b).

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister may kindly move
the next Motion.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I beg to inove, Sir, that the
Assam Finance Bill, 1950, be taken into consideration clause by clause.

As there is no amendment I can move the next Motion, ¢ e., item (c).

I beg to move, Sir, that the Assam Finance Bill, 1950 be passed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

““That the Assam Finance Bill, 1950, be passed.”

The question was adopted.

The Assam Local Board Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1950

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Local Board Elections {Emergency Provisions)
Bill, 1950, be passed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

“That the Assam Local Board Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1950 ,
be passed”.

(After a pause)

As there is no hon. Member taking part, I will put the question.

The question is :

“That the Assam Local Board Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1950,
be passed.”

The question was adopted.

The Assam Amusements and Betting Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1950

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
moved that the Assam Amusements and Betting Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1950, be
assed.
= There is no Amendment to this Bill.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
“That the Assam Amusements and Betting Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1950, be
passed”’.
(After a pause)
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As there is no hon. Member taking part, I will put the question.

The Question is:

““That the Assam Amusements and Betting Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1950, be
passed’’.

The question was adopted.
The Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1950

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I beg to
‘move that the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1950, be taken into considera-

tion clause by clause.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

“That the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1950, be taken into consi-
deration clause hy clause’’.

There is one Amendment standing in the names of Mr. J. S. Hardman and
Mr. C. W. Morley. Who is going to move it ?

Mr. C. W. MORLEY : Mr. Hardman will move it, Sir.

The Hom’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I want to raise a point of
order, Sir, 2gainst this amendment of my hon. Friend.

The only amendment that is before the House is the clause 4 for amending
sub-section 1(i) (b) of section 15 of the principal Act by which the words
“in the State” issought to be inserted after the word ‘‘sale’ ; whereas the
amend ment proposed by my hon. Friend is with regard to clause 4 of section 15
of the Original Act which is not before the House. I consider his amendment is
beyond the scope of my Amending Bill and as such I think the amendment is
outside the scope of the Bill ‘and cannot be moved.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What has Mr. Hardman got to say to that ?

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when Government introduces an
Amending Bill in the House, they bring the Parent Act also before the considera-
tion of the House. It has been abundantly established by the decisions of the
Indian Parliament that when an Amending Bill is brought before the House,
hon. Members have the right to introduce amendments relating to the original
Act though not directly included in the Government Amending Bill. There has
never been any acceptance of the proposition that we are merely to consider the
proposals brought up by the Government without consideration of the legislation
as a whole. 1Itis the responsibility of the House to consider whether the Sales
Tax Act requires improving. Government are entitled to put forward their
measures and Opposition Members on the other hand are entitled to put forward
their views in regard to any issue which will be decided by the deliberations of
the House. I am somewhat surprised that the Hon’ble Finance Minister should
object to our amendment.

I maintain, Sir, that cur amendment is entircly within the scope of the main
Act. There is no principle involved in acceptance of the amendment which seeks
merely to correct a minor mistake which has occurred in the main Act and which
nobody noticed during the last amendment of this Act, As I said, Sir, itis a
simple matter and no point of principle is involved. TItis a question of improv-
ing the piece of legislation which is now before the House,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T shall reserve my ruling till after lunch.
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned tiil 1 p.M., for lunch.
After lunch

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: May Isay a word, Sir, in
reply to Mr. Hardman ?

In order to appreciate my objection it is necessary to read section 15, which
states : “T’he net turnover shall be determined by deducting from a dealer’s
gross turnover during any given period...goods specified in the purchasing dealer’s
certificate of registration as being intended by him for...use in the manufacture
or production of any goods for sale’’. That is the only item, 2iz., (b), which I
wanted to amend in order to limit the exemption to manufacture or production
of any goods for sale within the State, so that no one can take advantage of
deduction on account of manufacture of production of any goods for sale outside
the State. Now, Mr. Hardman wants to amend sub-section (4) of section 15 of
the Principal Act by substituting the words *‘six and one-quarter” for the words
‘‘four and eleven-sixteenths’>. This is altogether a different item. That is my
objection, Sir.

Mzr. J. S. HARDMAN: On a point of explanation, Sir.

Section 15 deals entirely with deductions from turnover and this is clearly
a detail in regard to such deductions. I would refer you, Sir, to page 285 of
Erskine May’s Parliamentary Practice whe_re: it is stated thal_: an amendment to a
question need not be akin to that question. So long as it is connected with it,
it is sufficient.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Just before we adjourned for lunch a point
of order was raised by the Hon’ble Finance Minister about the admissibility of
the amendment tabled by hon. Mr. Hardman. I rcservc;d my Ruling till after
lunch. This amending Bill seeks to effect a change in the provision of sec-
tion 15(1)(z)(b) of the Assam Sales Tax Act, 1947. The amendment of Mr.
Hardman, in order to be admissible, should be within the scope of the amending
Bill. Now, the scope of an amending Bill, or part of an amenc_ling Bill, or an
Original Bill is determined by reference to the Statement of Objects and Reasons
in the sponsored Bill. It is stated in the Objects and Reasons of this sponsored
Bill that the object of amending section 15(1)(¢)(b) is to ““avoid multi-point taxa-
tion,” and the amendment of Mr. Hardman would have been within the scope of
the Bill had it suggested any other alternative method of avoiding multi-point
taxation. But he seeks, by his amendment, to effect an amendment of the original
Act. Therefore, in my view this is beyond the scope of the present amending Bill.
In order to effect such a change as contemplated by the amendment of Mr, Hard-
man, the best way is to amend the original Act. I therefore hold that the amend-
ment ot Mr. Hardman is beyond the scope of the amending Bill and as such out
of order.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There is no other amendmsant. So the
Hon’ble Minister may move his Motion.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1950, be passed.

In making this Motion I would like to say a few words. Most probably T
would not have raised even this technical objection if Mr. Hardman’s formula
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would not have given scope for evasion of taxation. I have calculated the figures
and I have found that his amendment wants to give more reduction than what is
due. That is why I could not accept the amendment. But if and when any
occasion arises we may think of submitting an appropriate amendment in this

matter.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Do I understand that the Hon’ble Minister is
agreeable to introducing an amendment on this line ?

The Hon’blé Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Ido not propose to give
any undertaking, but 1 say that the matter will be considered. The formula that
has been given by Mr. Hardman cannot be accepted because it takes away more

than what is due.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : May I enquire that if according to my calculations

9 pies in the rupee is equivalent to four and eleven-sixteenths, what is the equi-
valent of 1 anna ? :

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : If hon. Mr. Hardman wants
to be satisfied, I can explain the matter. I will just give a concrete example.

For luxury goods worth Rs.100, sales tax to the extent of Rs.6-4-0 is realized
making a gross turnover of Rs.106-4-0, i.c., for gross turnover of Rs.106-4-0, net
turnover is Rs.100. If Mr. Hardman’s amendment is accepted, 6} per cent. on
Rs.106-4-0 is to be deducted to determine the net turnover. 61 per cent. of
Rs 106-4-0 comes to Rs.6-10-3 and net turnover comes to Rs:99-94—9. So I want
the entire turnover of Rs.100. T do not want to give any reduction. Mr. Hard-
man’s formula is not correct. He wants to give more benefit to the tax evader.
That is why 1 could not agree to this formula.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ' Motion moved :
“That the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1950, be passed”.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I
oppose the passing of this Bill. T take this stand in order to point out to the
Hon’ble Minister that it is high time that he reviews the Assgam Sales Tax Act
and sees to its modification. On matter of procedure only, he will find that under
the rules framed under the Assam Sales Tax ACt——prOb’ably Rule No.27—an
appeal has been provided to the Commissioner of Sales Tax from an original ©f
appellate judgment of the Assistant Commissioner of Sales Tax. There is no suc?
provision in the main Act itself. But curiously enough, the ;.,;13 does not provide
any period of limitation for prefering an appeal. 'This ’is an obvious omission
which should be remedied. Moreover, when there is provision in the main Act
about ‘‘revision’’ to the Commissioner of Sales Tax by an aggrieved party an
when a period of limitation of 60 days is provided in the main Act itself, it is for
consideration of the Hon’ble Minister in charge whether a provision of appea
to the Commissioner should not appear in the Act itself, These two points have
recently come to my notice and I place them for the consideration of the Hon’ble
Minister.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: My, Speaker, Sir, this fact
was not brought to my notice earlier, otherwise I could have taken this fgoint into
consideration. But the word ‘revision’ is already there in the main Act and pro-
bably at the time of framing any rule thereunder the word ‘appeal’ was used in
place of ‘revision’, the defect of any rule is no ground for opposing this amending
Bill, This fact had not been brought to my notice earlier, and the Bill is under

A
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consideration. As a matter of fact these rules were published and objections
were invited, but no objection was raised by any one from any quarters. As

the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition has raised this objection, I propose to
consider this matter.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The word ‘‘revision” in
the Act is entirely different from the word ‘appeal’ that is provided in the rule.
The Commissioner in the case of ““revision” has got to state a case to the High
Court for orders whereas in the case of an appeal the Commissioner himself can
pass a judgment. So there 1is vast differcnce between ‘revision” men-
tioned in the Act and the appeal to the Commissioner provided by Rules. This is
an analogy that 1 want to point out.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : That matter will be consi-
dered. As I said, had the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition drawn my attention
to this matter earlier, we could have considered the desirability of change of the
relevant rule,

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : The question is:

¢“That the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1950 be passed™.
The question was adopted.

The Assam Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 1950

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Parliamentary Secretary): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
there is no amendment. So I move that the Assam Stamp (Amendment) Bill,
1950 be passed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That the Assam Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 1950 be passed™’.
No hon. Member is taking part,

I put the question.

The question is : :

“That the Assam Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 1950 be passed”.
The question was adopted.

The Assam Court-Fees (Amendment) Bill, 1950

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Parliamentary Secretary): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, there is no amendment. So I move that the Assam Court-Fees (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1950 be passed.

I may point out that there were certain mistakes in the Bill first published.

Those mistakes were detected and corrected by another Gazette publication. The
Bill which will be passed will be the corrected Bill.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

“That the Assam Court- Fees (Amendment) Bill, 1950 be passed”.

; (After a pause)
No hon. Member is taking part.

I put the question.

The question is :

“That the Assam Court-Fees (Amendment) Bill, 1950 be passed™.
The question was adopted.
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The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That the Assam Motor
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Resolution r¢: sending of a Good-Will Mission to Pakistan—conid.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: We shall now continue discussion of
Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury’s Resolution* regarding sending of a Good-Will
Mission to Pakistan.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
Yesterday, I was on my legs and addressing the House when for want of time
the debate had to be cut short. I wanted to place before the House the fact
that I received a telegram on the evening of the 20th, which could not be
delivered to me according to the telegraphist for want of a messenger, and
telephoning me, he however, read out the gist of the telegram. Next morning
I received the telegram and I found from the telegram that copy of the same
had been sent to the Hon’ble Chief Minister and the telegram was received
from Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed, anex-M.L.A. The telegram was to the
cffect that the situation at Chapar, which place, the Hon’ble Chief Minister
visited on the 19th has deteriorated since his visit. Assoon as I found the
Hon’ble the Chief Minister here in his seat, I went to him and talked about
this telegram. He told me that only 48 hours ago he passed that area, and
then it was quite normal. I requested him to make an enquiry from the Deputy
Commissioner about this telegram received from an ey-M. L. A.

Sir, we are really passing through very troublous_ times, ‘and it should l?e the
bounden duty of every onc to restore normal conditions in both countries by
means of conciliation and policy of give and take. Unless it is done, one cannot
expect justice in these days, for there are hot heads in both the countries, Even
the Prime Minister of India was criticised for his statement on the floor of the
House of Parliament when he showed that there was migration from West
Bengal to East Bengal as there had been migration from th(? Ea_st Bengal to
West Bengal He made his statement after his personal enquiry in Calcutta.
Even then there were critics in the [House of Parliament itself who raised their
voices against the Prime Minister, I fisd fr.om the Press th_at a few days later
the point was taken up by the Hon’ble Shri Gopalaswami Ayyanger and he
stated on the floor of the House of Parliament that after eareful and due enquiry
from the Railway administration he placed the figures in the Parliament of India
that whereas the tickets purchased, from East Bengal to West Bengal, by passen-
gers, during that period was 86,000, and the number of tickets that was purchased
by passengers from West Bengal going to Pakistan was in the neighbourhood of
80,000, This clearly showed, Sir, that there was panic amongst the minority
community in both the countries, and thercforea th.lS large .exodus from one
country to the other. This also belies the assertion in certain quarters that
whereas on one side everyone is a paragon of virtue, everyone on the otherside
is a devil of the deepest dye. Our own Prime Minister will probably be able to tell
the House, I have received information f{rom private source only that exodus of
Muslims from Assam—specially—[rom Barpeta Subdivision and Goalparal
district is not far short of the number of Muslims who have migrated from
West Bengal to East Bengal. My information is that the number was over
80,000. Yesterday, on the authority of a Hindu gentleman who visited the
locality only three daysago, I was told that the number had increased heavily
and the number moving out of Assam is over a lakh. Sir, it cleary shows that
something is wrong amongst our people, and that people had been driven out
(not under Government’s order) but by mob violence. In spite of Government
order to persuade the Muslim immigrants, long established in Assam to remain in

*That in view of the occasiona) communal outbursts in the country and in order to avert a
ccurrence of a riot or the threat of it, this Assembly is of opinion that proper authorities he moved
so that a Good-Will Mission may be sent to Pakistan with a view to bringing about a better,
triendlier and happier relationship between the peoples of Assam and East Bengal.
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Assam, the local people have taken the law into their own hands, and committed
arson, loot and other sorts of violence. The whole country strayed f{lr away
from the best ideals laid before the Nation by one whose portrait adorn this House.
I refer to Mahatma Gandhi, and it is sad to think that his teachings have gone
in vain. It appears that the country is going berserk and pecple turning mad
not only here but also in Pakistan. The Government seems to be helpless, and.
because I am not afraid, I call ‘spade a spade’ and speak on the floor of this
House what I think to be the best in the interest of Assam. Often
I am recciving letters often threatening my life and the wiping off of my
amily. The other day I handed over one letter to the Hon’ble l?mancc
Minister which threatened not only my life but also threatening to wipe out
the entire family for whatever action he might like to take. ‘This morning I
received another such letter, and this time in Assamese, and again, I will adopt
the same procedure and handover either to the Prime Minister or to the Finance
Minister, the letter. Whatever steps the Government will adopt, I must say
that the country is going away from the ‘“non-violence” creed of the Congress.
I will place the letter before the House and it is as follows :—
Cq=H AqiwE, A8, i
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These are the effusions which is pointed to the trend of pepole’s mind,
and I believe, Sir, that these are not the doings of ordinary illiterate people,
but tl'fcre are some brains behind it, and it should be the bounden duty of the
Government to trace those people and bring them to book.

1 A . The subject matter of the Resolution as pointed cut by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam should be dealt on a higher Ministerial level
of Pakistan and India and T am constrained to agree with him. Now if this
House passes this Resolution and sends this up to the proper authorities, that
is, the Government of India, they could very well turn round and say, ‘““What
makes you pass this Resolution which indirectly says that we have done nothing
whereas we have made advance after advance to the Pakistan Government but
1t 18 thY' who arcnot inamood to talk of any reconciliation’”. That is one
point. 5‘f‘PP?Slng the Government of India takes a very charitable view and
says that it 1s alaudable suggestion but what is the guarantee that Pakistan
will acceptit ? And if Pakistan refuses as before, in that case we will be
sl_ultlﬁed. In view of this, I request my Friend, the Mover of this Resolution, to
withdraw this Resolution the intention of Which has already been {ulfilled.

In !he House everyone excepting one hon. Member is for reconciliation.
This solitary Member rose in his anger and talked of ““Police action’. He does
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not know what is “Police action.’”” A police action against Pakistan is unthinkable,
as Hon’ble Pandit Nehru said for Pakistanis not like a State within India as.
Hyderabad is. Pakistan is an independent soveregin country and Pakistan
and India are both Members of the United Nations Organisation, One Member
without informaing or getting the permission of the United Nations Organisation
cannot declare war against or march into the other Member’s territory with
military strength. This is only by the way, as hon. Members here agreed with
the hon. Mover of the Resolution, that it is high time thatin the name of
humanity, if nothing else, this sort of happenings prevailing both in Pakistan and
India should stop.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I beg
leave of the House to withdraw my Resolution I beg to clarify my position and to
remove the doubts that are still present in the minds of some hon. Members of this
House.

More than 21 years have passed we since achieved independence. All this
time we have lived in peace. Yet some hon. Members appear to doubt our
loyalty. W e have taken the oath of fealty to the State at least three times. We

nzdn to abide by the Constitution and do what little we can by way of contribut-

“ing to the peace and progress of the country. During this time we have shown

by our acts that we are good citizens. Why should then some Members venture
to express doubts as to our allegiance to the State ? We are as good citizens as any
body in the country.

Sir, this kind of occasional communal riots in the two countries has becn
severecly condemned by all sane people. Even Mr. Nuvrul Amin, the Chief
Minister of East Pakistan, said in a statement published in the Press that what
had happened in East Pakistan was a disgrace to Islam which religion I am proud
to profess and practise. No sane man can ever applaud acts or activities of
‘Goondas’.  Theses outburst are nothing but acts of ‘Goondas’ who are to be
condemned by everybody worth the name and I here stand to lend my support to
the strong condemnation that such acts deserve, either in Pakistan or in India.
Anybody found involved in such kinds of activities ought to be brought to the
notice of the Government that adequate action might immediately be taken so
that there might be no recurrence of such things. ;i

I said in the course of my statement yesterday that the Government of Assam
are making strenuous efforts to bring the situation to normalcy. But unfortu-
nately we are pained to hear the statement made by the Hon’ble Leader of the
Opposition both yesterday and to-day that after the Hon’ble Chief Minister's
return from some parts of Assam where there were troubles, the situation appears
to have taken a worse turn. I am sorry to find in the Press that section 144 of
the Criminal Procedure Code has been enforced in Berpeta. There is insecurity
throughout the country. The minority community 1s constantly afraid that
the worst may happen any moment.” Any way, Sir, T know it is only for
a very short period that section 144 has been enforced. As the hon. Members
are fully aware, we assume a great responsibility by virtue of our Membership
of this House and whatever we say we must say, especially in these times of

o ey

communal riots and outbursts, with the greatest possible caution.

Sir, quite a number of prominent Muslims have expressed a desire to proceed
in a goodwill mission to East Pakistan, the Inter-national Red Cross Society is to
study the situation in hoth the countries, 1he India-Pakistan I riendship Associa-
tion also proposes to send a goodwill mission to East Pakistan. So what has been
brought out in my Resolution is quite appropriate and timely ; but on account of
the difficulties that have been pointed out both by the Hon’ble Leader of
the Housc as well as the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition that this
problem can only be tackled at a much higher level, at Governmental
level, I would naturally ask the House to grant me leave to withdraw
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my Resolution. But I would like to make one point clear, Sir. By “‘proper
authorities’’ as mentioned in my Resolution I mean the U. N. O. who alone could
be moved to take action on the lines as suggested in my Resoluticn. Sir I am
glad that my hon.Friend, Professor Sarwan, has endorsed the sentiments expressed
in my Resolution and also I am glad that the Hon’ble Leader of the House has
every sympathy with the sentiments that I have expressed through my Resolution.
I am also glad to mention that the other day when I had a talk with the Hox’ble
Finance Minister about this matter, he also showed syrapathy with my intention
as embodied in my Resolution. I confess that some flaw or Jacuna may have been
left in the Resolution and that gives offence to Mr. Talukdar for whom I have
great regard. That could be no reason to suspect my honest intentions. Nothing

1s further from my mind than that I have scme bad motives. The Resolution is
enough to contradict that I never meant.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, on a point of personal explana-
tion, I w_oul_d like to correct the misunderstanding of my Friend. I said at the
very beginning that I have full sympathy with the intention with which he moved
the.: Resolution, but what I could not agrec with him was the wording of the Reso-
l'utmn.‘ He has n_:ferred to outbursts and disturbances that occured in his opinion
in India but he did not care to say anything in the Resolution about the distur-
bances that are occurring in Pakistan that is what I objected to.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: The Resolution was amply
elaborated in my speech yestetday and also to-day. I am glad that he also has
full sympath_y with the object of my Resolution.

Now, Sir, in view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble Chief Minister that
he has been doing every thing in his power to restore law and order in the Pro-
vince and confidence in the minds of the Muslims and in view of the difficulties of

taking out a goodwill mission to East Bengal i e
gal as pointed out by the Hon’ble
Leader of the House, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Resolution.
The Hon’ble th

e SPEAKER : : 3
e Helraw H R eI Snks Has the hon. Member leave of the House to

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :
you allow my hon. Friend to withdraw ;
points which I think the Hon’ble
speech for certain information.

I suppose he wanted to kn

Mr. Speaker, Sir, belore
his Resolution I would like to clarify some
Leader of the Opposition has referred in his

HDEC: ow the situation in Chapor. I was no less anxious
of the situation myself  As a matter of fact I had passed that area twice during

t}Eet(f1%u:esle of my four on !the 19th instant. I had no indication of what was the gist
0 c¢gram the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition received from his friend,
na.meiy that the situation has worsened after my departure. I am naturally sur-
prised to hear that_ the situation was deteriorating. 1 could not, of course, asscss
the valEe if that information, but assoon as I vot the informjation fromjhim, I
mean the Leader of thf; Opposition, 1immediately contacted the Sadar Subdivi-
sional Officer of Dhubri as both the Deputy Commissioner and the Superintendent
of Police were absent. The information that I received from him was that there
ha}d been no untoward happenings although the tension was still there. Even after
I had received this information I sent one of my I'riends from here who is known
to be a great peacemaker between the Muslims and the Hindus—TI refer to" Srijut
_Sa}"at Chandra Sinha—TI asked him to exercise his influence there and I am glad to
inform the House that nothing untoward las happened I suppose during the last
96 hours. I am expecting to believe that panic has greatly diminished and that
the Musllms would prefer to stay there.

Mention of exodus of the Muslims makes me consider it necessary to inform
the House that SO far as this Government is concerned, the District Officers as also
some Hon’ble Ministers have already visited those places and gave every possible
assurance to people with holdings not to go away. We have asked them to remain

i1
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in some place of safety where Government could look after them (applause from
Opposition Members) so that after the atmosphere of tension is removed they
might be sent back to their old holdings and carry on with their cultivation. But
it must be a great tragedy that even assurance from persons like me could not
induce the people to go back. I am sure many have decided to stay back but
many also are going away. It is difficult for me Jjust now to give the exact num-
ber of people who have gone away, but we have called for this information from
our District Officers so that this information could be sent to the Government of
India.

I feel very much for those people who have gone away and are to-day dis-
placed from their homes. But in any circumstances all steps possible are being
taken by this Government to help them and to give them courage if possible to
stay back. Assurances have also been given that they would be put back in their
old homes if only they will stay at least for sometime till the Government could
stabilise their position. I kpow some of the people have agreed to stay back,
but a large number of them have also gone away in the meantime.

I can also give for the information of the House that we have received
message from the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India in which he asked
this Government to do all that is possible to offer relief to the distressed people
both Hindus and Muslims without discrimination. I hope the hon,
Members of the House know that the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India has
specially mentioned the cases of the displaced Muslims and desired that they
should be given all possible relief and he has given assurance that the Govern-
ment of India will stand for the necessary finance to do this (applause from
Opposition Members.)

Se, Sir, I can assure the House that we are doing and are prepared to do
anything for the purpose of removing this calamitous, situation, I call it
calamitous because while man can reason, man can show ways of good living, in
spite of this men cannot take away the passion and unreason which are in
men. This real is the cause of al! troubles in human Society and for that I may
not try to defend any particular community. May be that the causes for distrust
were old, may be that the these are due to acts of certain political parties, but
if it is thought by any one present in the House that I am accusing any body in
face of this grave calamity tousall I am going to remove any misimpression.
The cause of suffering of humanity and to remove their sufferings must be the
guiding principle of any thoughtful human being. I am speaking this not
asa Chief Minister, but as an ordinary human being. In accepting such
a principle as a conduct of one’s life, alone Iies actually the peace of
mankind. On account of our complete failure to understand one -another,
we have brought this calamity on wus. It is time that all men with
sympathy, it is time for all men who wish to bring about peace, to
strive to understand the problems of one another and try to solve them
with common co-operation. It looks as if I am speaking from a pulpit or from
a philosophical platform, but to me it seems that this is the only possible
solution of this present-day evils. The panic that prevailsin the affected
area 18 due to ‘a complete misunderstanding between men and men and be-
tween community and community. Is it not a fact that you are not afraid
of a person \\_’hom you understand ? You are not afraid of him because he
is also one of your own., Unless this fecling comes. 1 am afraid misunder-
standing is bound to continue for long. But I do hope that with the return
of better reason in wus, we will be able to solve this problem to which
humanity has been subjected to-day (Applause.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Do I understand that Dr. Emran Husain
Choudhury has sought leave of the House to withdraw his resolution ?.
After a pause)
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tias he the leave of the House to withdraw his' Resolution ?
The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: Sir, I am not moving this Resolution *No.20
for the present.

Resolution re: Establishment of one charitable Dispensary in
each Mauza of Assam.

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: Mr. Speaker Sir, the Resolution which
stands in my name, and which I now beg to move runs as follows :— i

This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take
immediate steps to establish one charitable dispensary n each and every
Mauza of the districts and sub-divisions of the State of Assam.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in moving this Resolution Ido not desire to take
the time of this House but will rest content with making just a few
observations. The need for improving the health of the psople must be
admitted on all hands. It is urgent and must receive prior consideration 11
these days because of mal-nutrition or inadequate nutrition for the obvious
reason of scarcity of food in the Province. General health of the people is
definitely on the decline. The sanitary condition of the villages is ;11‘1}'1tl1mg
but good. The water which the dwellers of villages drink is, as every visitor to
village has seen, unwholesome in the extreme, Death-roll from malaria a.nd
other epidemics has shown no downward tendency. Large areas with thick
population go either without medical assistance or fall victims to village
quacks, who help more in bringing discase and death than saving the people.
There are no doubt Local Board dispensaries, but they are few and far be-
tween, and the supply of medicines and medical equipments is far short nf_
public demand. In such circumstances, Sir, is it not the primary duty of
a civilised Government to have every sub-division dotted with dispensaries,
with adequate supplies of medicines and medical equipment ?

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Government will adduce the time-honoured plea
of want of adequate funds, for maintaining a top-heavy administration with
highly-paid staff. Certainly there is no want of funds to pay off huge salary and
traveling allowance bills of the Hon’ble Ministers and their Parliamen-
tary Secretaries, and no body cares to remember the limit of Rs.500 set by
the Father of the Nation for the most responsible of our States Officers.
Funds are available for well-furnished palatial buildings and for luxurious
cars of the latest model. If funds are not available, it is to improve the
general health of the masses of the people and to provide in increasing numbers
of hospitals and dispensaries. And yet we do not hesitate to swear, in season
and out of season, by the name of the common man, by the name of the
bare-backed tiller of the soil, the common dweller of the village, the pivot
round which the entire Government revoles.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, with these words I commend this Resolution to the
acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble th: SPEAKER : Resolution moved :

“That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take
immediate steps to establish one charitable dispensary in each and every Mauza of
the Districts and Sub-divisions of the State of Assam.”

#This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take necessary steps to
establish a Minority Board in every District and Subdivision of the State of Assam for the
protection of minority rights and claims,
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The Homn’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I cannot
accept this Resolution on principle. The Resolution réecommends to the Govern-
ment to establish onc dispeusary in each and every Mauza of the districts
and subdivisions of the State of Assam. Sir, there are 308 Mauzas, excepting
the districts of Goalpara and Cachar in the plains districts of Assam,
the population ineach Mauzais not equal, in certain Mauzas the number
of population is greater and in certain Mauzas it is smaller and in certain Mauzas
the area is bigger and in certain Mauzas smaller. If we accept the
proposal of my hon. Friend, Mr, Halim, that we should start one dispensary
for each Mauza, in that case the people will not get equitable benefit
from the dispensary that will be situated in the Mauza. From the practical
side also, Sir, this cannot be achieved. We have got about 386 dispensaries,
some are run by Local Boards, some are subsidised by us and some are run
by Government. These dispensaries are situated in certain places: i we
accept the recommendation of my Friend, Mr. Halim, then these dispensaries
will have to be shifted in some cases. Therefore, Sir, the principle suggesed
by him is neither practicable nor equitable. Although we have not got any
direct responsibility about the starting of dispensaries in the villages yet we give
subsidies to the people to start them in their localities, The responsibility
rest upon the Local Boards. Even if the Local Boards accept my Friend’s
recommendations the intention for which he has tabled this Resolution will not
be served. As the principle enunciated by him is neither practicable nor

equitable so for the Local Boards also I should not accept this Resolution.
With these few words I oppose this Resolution.

A Voice: Request him to withdraw.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: If my hon. Friend
me to request the hon. Mover to withdraw, I have no objection.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Apart from the question of
principle or practicability, is it possible for Government to provide as
many doctors as will be required if dispensaries were established for every
Mauza ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: As I have already said,
Sir, there "are 308 Mauzas now excepting the districts of Goalpara and
Cachar. If we take another 100 Mauzas for these districts, the total number of
Muzas in the Province will be about 400. We have at present got about 366

dispensaries. So, it may be possible, but the principle is not a practicable and
suitable one.

wants

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Sir, have we got qualified doctors
in all the subsidised dispensaries ? '

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: The hon. mover suggested

starting of dispensareis, not that the dispensaries should be staffed by registered
practitioners.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Even for the subsidised dispensaries
we have not been able to provide qualified doctors. -If more dispensaries
are to be established it will be impossible to get as many qualified doctors
as necessary.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: We have allowed the subsidised
dispensaries to run  with unregistered practitioners temporarily. The points taken
by me in.my objections also corver the points raised. As I have also said
that the principle recommended is not a practicable one.
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. Maulavi ABDUL HELIM : In the face of what has fallen from the lips
of the Hon’ble Minister,# I rcluctantly beg leave of the House to withdraw
my Resolution for the present. i

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Resolution R¢: Control and Regulation of polishing of rice grains in Mills
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that in view of the fact that most of the rice mills in the State over polish
rice and thereby reduce its food value to a great extent, this Assambly is of opinion
that the Governiment of Assam do take suitable measures to control and regulate
the degree of polishing rice grains’so as to preserve its food value as far as possible.
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Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHAUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): On a point of information, Sir

............

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member does not yield,

t_Thc hon. Member should see that other hon. Members arc asking for infor-
mation,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Resolution moved: ¢That in view of
the fact that most of the rice-mills in the State over polish rice and thereby reduce
its food value toa great extent, this Assembly is of opinion that the Govern-
ment of Assam do take suitable measures to control and regulate the degree
of polishing rice grains so as to preserve its food value as far as possible”,
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will the hon. Srijut Basumatari tell us whether he has got a ‘Dheki’ at his hous¢
at Gauhati ?

(No reply)

: The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Any other hon. Member likes to take part
in this discussion ?  (No reply)
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Adjournment
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IQSOThE Assembly was then adjourned to 10 A. M. on Thursday, the 23rd 1'\f[du:h

SHILLONG ; R. N. BARUA,
The 27th May, 1950, Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly.

A, G. P, (L.A.) No.3/50—118—76-1950.




