Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 1-30 .M. on
Friday, the 17th March, 1950.

PRESENT : >

The Hon’ble Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, six Hon’ble
Ministers and thirty seven Members.

Oath of allegiance

The following Members were sworn in :—
3 1. Srijut Khorsingh Terang.
2 2. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.

3. Srijut Janggin Sangma Laskar.,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Lawless and anti-State elements in the Southern border of the Garo Rills

MR. MANIRAM MARAK asked :

10. (a) Are Government aware that lawless and anti-State elements are fre-
quently creating troubles in the Southern border of the Garo Hills ?
(6) Do Government propose to take necessary measures to stop all
these ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

10. (a})—Government have had reports of petty harassment of our people in
Pakistan borders and of Pakistan Hajongs entering Garo Hills dye to alleged
oppression by Pakistan forces.

(6)—Government are unable to help anything that happens within
Pakistan except by way of informing Government of India to take up the matter
with the other Dominion. Lawlessness within our borders is oup responsibility
and that responsibility will be discharged with all the forces a¢ our command,

Apex Co-operative Bank

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA asked :

11. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there is any branch of the Apex  Co-operative Bank for the

Naga Hills and other Hill Districts of Assam 1’-’ ° Rl

(6) Whether Government propose to open such 8

(¢) Whether Government have received an
the Naga Hills for such a Bank ?

ranches in the Hills ?
y demand from the people of

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALJHA (Parliamentary Secretary) replied :

11. (a)—At present there is no branch of the Assam Co-operative Apex Bank,
Limited, in the Naga Hills District. Tura and Shillong are the only two places
in the hill districts where the said bank has branches at present,
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(b)—TIt is a matter for the bank to decide.
(¢)—No, but the Government understand that some correspondence are

going on between the Bank and the Kohima Central Trading Co-operative;

Limited.
Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: With regard to 11 (b)—It 1is
decide. May I know from the Govern-

said that it is a matter for the Bank to
ment what it means ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) : Bank
means the Assam Co-operative Apex Bank, Limited.

_Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : TIsnot this Bank under the control
of the Government ? -

__ Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): Yes,
it is so, but whether there will be sufficient business in a particular area and a
branch need be opened is a matter which should be left to be decided by the Bank.

Naharkatia Middle Vernacular School

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI asked :
12. (a) Have Government received any repr
Naharkatia, Dibrugarh  Subdivision, regarding
Middle Vernacular School ?
(b) If so, do Government propose to consider the matter ?

Srijuif MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOWDHURY (Parliamentary Secre=
ary) replied :

12. (2)—No representation from the public of Naharkatia has been received
regarding provincialisation of the Naharkatia Middle Vernacular Schoul. The
School has however heen provincialised wi L
temporarily, after considering ths request o 2
School in this respect, i

(6)—Does not arise.

esentation from the Public of
provincialisation of the

th effect from lst Oct‘obcr, 1
f the Executive Committee of

People living in Hill areas bordering Pakistan

Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN asked :
Kh _‘1.3' () Are Government aware that the people living in the
:_1‘1“ z}t]nd Jaintia Hills bordering Pakistan are in great distress for w
and other necessaries of life and that many of them have applied for

well as rice at cuncession rate ?
(6) What steps has Government taken to comply with the request ?

areas of the
ant of food
{ree rice as

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

13. (a)—Yes.

. (b)~-Government have already sanctioned Rs.1,000 for free supply of
rice as a first instalment to the border people in deserving cases. Government
are consndermg_ whether any further grant for gratuitous velief is necessary. The
Deputy Commissioner has been instructed to undertake a survey of old, indigent,
disabled people who will need gratuitous relief. Hon’ble Minister, Finance,
Aduviser and the Deputy Commissioner recently visited the border arcas and it is

shortly proposed to—
(1) undertake test relief work in the nature of road construction,
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(2) to grant agricultural loans to grove ow

ing that they will employ persons who are in distress,
(3) further steps have been taken to employ needy people wherever
possible and the Coal Commissioner approached to direct local
ompanies to resume work in {full swing thus providing work for
more labourers.
(4) seasonal sceds are being su

grown by all people to ser

161

ners on the distinct understand-

pplied so that all seasonal cropscan be
ve as supplementary food.

Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN: 1Is it a fact that the seasonal
seeds supplied to the people will h

ave to be repaid to the Government ?

The Hon'ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDH] ;

Yes. T do not know the
exact terms. I think after tl

1¢ crop is produced it will be possible to return the
seed to the Government,
Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN : If the people have already consumed some
of the seeds ?
The Hon

’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: This is discouraged. The
seeds are not to be consumed because otherwise every or

1e on the plea of growing
more food crops will take the seeds and consume them, and there will be no crop
whatsoever.

Price of Mustard Ojl

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :
14. (a) Are Government aware—

(z) That the price of mustard oil has risen abnorm
and that it is being sold at Rs.3 and Rs,3-4-0 per seer in tow
pectively and at much higher price in distant localities

; and
(7z) that consumers of mustard oil are being hard-hit by this abnormal
rise of its price ?

(b) With a view to give relief to the hel
propose to take immediately some such steps
tard oil to a reasonable level ?

ally high in Assam
ns and villages res-

pless consumers, do Government
as will bring down the price of mus-

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary)
replied ; l
14. (a) (i)—Yes.
(7i)— Yes.

(6)—Mustard oil and mustard seeds have been decontrolled by the
ment of India and as such this Government have no control over their
prices. Government have however already been considering other steps to bring
down prices of mustard oil in Assam. ’

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Wj

give us some idea as to what other steps they prop
price of mustard oil ?

Govern

Il Government be pleased to
0se to take 1o bring down the

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALTHA (parli
the Government realised in the month of March
mustard s=eds from this P

Government of India to
nately

amentap

194
rovince is taking place, this
put a ban on the export of must
although we moved as early as in March 1949 tq sto

y Secretary): When
9 that heavy ‘export of
Government moved the
ard seeds, but unfortu-
p export,the Government
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of India gave order prohibiting export only in the month of September 1949 and
the period of the ban was up to 3lst December 1949, Subsequently we again
moved the Government of India, and they have extended the time up to 31st
March. In the meantime we are again moving the Government of India to
extend the period further. We are also negotiating with the Assam Oil Mills
Association for the purpose of keeping the price of mustard oil at a reasonable
level.

*Professor . M. SARWAN : In view of the sugar muddle will Govern-
ment consider whether there will be the same muddle in the case of mustard oil ?
Will Government gake steps to prevent the same muddle ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): I
do not exactly follow what the hon. Member means. If he means control over
mustard oil, I have already said, Sir, that control over these commodities is
done by the Government of India. All that we could do is to maintain sufficient
stock of the mustard seeds in the Province, therefore we have moved the
Government of India to prohibit export from this Province. If the hon.
Member has any suggestion, let him put forward and we will consider,

Home Guards stationed in areas bordering Pakistan
Mrs. BONILY KHONGMEN asked :

15. (a) Are Government aware of the hardships and risks which have to be
undergone by the Home Guards now stationed in the areas bordering Pakistan ?
() If so, do Government propose to provide them with arms while on
duty, in order that they may protect the people and their own persons ¥

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

15. {aj—Government are aware of the position.
(b) ~-The matter is under consideration.

Mips STijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: May Iknow from the Flon'ble
> ‘:1115[61‘ ‘Whether Government decided to provide arms to the Home Gaurds
and that it was held over for financial stringency in the Province ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: This is quite a different
question,

5 _.*lsfijl_lt RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: It is said that the question is under
nsideration, but I say that Government has already decided it.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: It has not been decided.

*Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : It was decided in a Conference, but
on account of financial stringency it could not be done.

The Hon’ble §rijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Conference of whom ?

: *Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Conference of Inspector General of
Police, myself and the Premier.

*Speech not corrected,
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDH] : But that does not amount to
a decision of the Government. The Conlerence may have made certain recom-
- mendation and that recommendation will be considered by Government.

Number of refugees coming into Assam

Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS asked :

16. Will Government be pleased to state—-

(@) The approximate number of refugees from R
places who have come Lo Ass:
years that is, after Partition ?

(b} How many of them have been treated as refugees, for the purpose of
getting land for rehabilitation ?

(¢) How many of them have been already rehabilitated ?

(d) Whether any discrimination is proposed to be made in
distribution of Jand between a Muslim Immigr
Muslim one in this secular Stare of Assam ?

ast Benzal or other
un in course of last two and half

the matter of
ant and a non-

- The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :
16. (¢)—The number of displaced persons censused as such in the middle of
1949 was roughly 1,20,000. More may have come since then. During the last
few weeks in particular there has been a fresh influx on a large scale of refugees
from East Pakistan.  Their number was estimated a week ago roughly at
13,700.
(b)—There has been no separate classification of refugees for purpose of
| getting land for rehabilitation.
} ~ (e)—A number of the refugees have engaged themselves in some useful
1 activity or another. Government have no exact information regarding the
{ number of refugees in each field of activity.
) (d)—Government think that even a secular State must make allowance
: for a refugee forced to leave Pakistan due to insecurity of life, honour or
g property and one who has no such compelling cause.
: Number of refugees coming into Assam
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
§o.

17. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the number of East Benegal
refugees who have taken shelter in Assam upto date ? . &

(b) What is the number of immigrants from East Bengal who

come under the operation of the Immigrants Expulsion Bill (Ass
Indian Parliament ?

are likely to
am) passed by the

(¢) What is the exact number of immigrants who have beep expelled up-
to date ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replicd -

17.—(«) The number of displaced persons censused some g
roughly 1,20,000. Since then more may have come in. Infly
substantial scale during the last few weeks. The exa
refugees is not ascertainable but was estimated a week

(b)—Government are unable to say at present,

: (¢)—No one can be expelled until the Bill becomes an Act, Four have
iy been expelled under the Ordinance.

X months ago was
X has started on a

€t number of the new
4go at 13,700,
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ASSEMBLY BEYOND 3-3¢ ». M.

Procedure of censorship of internal correspondence

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM asked :

18. Will Government be pleased to state— . 2
(a) If the procedure of censorship of internal correspoudence is still
in force ?
(b) Whether the correspondence containing the grievances of the people
made to the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam stands liable to be
censored before despatch from the post office ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

18. (a)—The hon. Member presumably refers to the provision in the Indian
Post Office Act permitting intecccption or detention and disposal, on the
occurrence of any public emergency or in the interest of public safety or
tranquillity. If so, the answer is ‘Yes’. !

(6)—Not unless the correspondence comes within the mischief of the
above-mentioned provision.

Leakage of the Budgei

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: On a point of ox:dcr, Sir. It
appears there is a leakage of the Budget. This is a serious affair which affects the
interest of the people of the Province.

_ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member should submit a report in
writing under what circumstances there has been a leakage of the Budget.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : I found itin the papers. The
whole speech had appeared in one important news paper before it was delivered to
the House. It appears the Budget speech reached Calcutta some time in the
morning of the 13th. I think the press reporter of Jugantar must have got the
Budget speech in the morning of the 13th. )

. The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : [ have no information about
this ; T do not know what the matteris. At any rate if any body did so, it was
donc_ at 'hls own responsibility and he can be penalised and excluded from
coming into the Chamber.

Continuance of the sitting of the Assembly beyond 3-30 p.m.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Inview of the fact that several
Members may want to speak to-day on the Budgetand that the Session has
already been shortened, we would like to sit about half an hour more after
3-30 p.M. to-day. So may I suggest that 2.45 p.m, should be the time limit up to
which hon. Members may speak ? Thereafter the hon. Leader of the Opposition
and the Hon’ble Minister of Finance will speak I think we may have to sit
beyond 4 p.m. They will require 45 minutes each.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: In my case, it will be
more than that because I have to reply to so many Members.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Normally the House adjourns at 3-30 p.M.
on Friday. Do you want that it should sit half an hour more ?

~cotffF
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Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: I think, hon. Members may be
a‘ked to speak up to 2-45 r.1.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: We shall sit half an hour

more.

Mr. C. W. MORL_EY: The Budget is a most important thing. So I
suggest that we should sit perhaps for an hour after 3-30 p.u,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Is the House agreeable to sit up to 4-3 ?
In that case I shall give as usual 20 minutes for each Member. b e

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: In that case a |j
: . € ttle more
may be left to me, otherwise I-will not be able to do justi
Members. Justice to the hon.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : All right 45 minutes to the Hon’ :
Minister and half an hour to the hon. Leader of the Oppositign. . .¢ Finance

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

I shall requir
e e : 2 e ;
half an hour. I will finish within 45 minutes. 1 more than

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: In that case Ty
60 minutes. Mr. Morley took half an hour and if I tak
Member, I will require at least 60 minutes.

ill require
€ one minyte per

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: For the present Hon

!I .

)lc Fmance ’\,I z
Y : Mini

is given 45 minutes. Ster

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: If the hon. Me
up to 2-45 p.m.in that case the hon. Leader of the Oppositi
Minister for Finance should get 45 minutes each.

mbers speak only
o0 and the hon.

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: We have got § Member e
speak. Hon. Members will be able to speak up to 3 O’clock ie e list t(_)
minutes. o our 45

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: M Spei. «
understand from the learned Chief Whip of the Congress Party Peaker, Sir, |
non-official Members want to participate in the general discugsig
In that case if you limit the speech of each Member to 2 minute
done before, the time at our disposal may not suflice. Firstly YOS as you have
find how many non-official Members will speak to-day ang then d’;l__‘-\r'lll havt_‘: to
accordingly. ide the time

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: Now we have

8ot 5 Me ; ;
May I know how many Members want to speak ? mbers in the list.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: I think, the ljg
Mr. Beliram Das who was not present, his name should }
Rajendra Nath Barua’s name also may be added.

is already there.
€ added and Mr,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We have got 8 Members to speak t°d§Y_
and we have got at our disposal one hour and a quarter. So 10 minutes for
cach Member is allowed.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, May I know
whether my name has been included ? 5in

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: You should be alert. Mr. Hazarika’s
name is not here. ;

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: I want to speak a few words because
the question of prohibition was raised by Mr. Gogoi.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : All right you will be given 5 minutes.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: In view of the fact that (luitC a
large number of Members want to speak, I think, it will be advisable for the

hon. Members to sit a little longer—not one hour but two hours.
Budget Discussion
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Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am sure, thereis none
in this House that fails to realise the enormous difficulties that have been created
in the budgetary position of the Province because of the abrupt decision of the
Central Government to reduce drastically the Post-War grant for 1949-50, and
to stop it altogether for the year 1950-51, even alter it has made cons1dcral?18
headway in the various Post-War Schemes which it took in hand on the definite
assurance of the Centre to bear the financial responsibility of those schemes.
Left in mid-stream to swim or sink as best asit could, it could only throw off
some of its loads and carry just a few on its back in trying to swim to the shore.
Nobody is so lighthearted as to expect the Finance Minister to do the impossible.
Much against his will, he had, as he stated in his speech, to abandc_m many
of the schemes, slow down cértain others, use the retrenchment axe right and
left, and ultimately resort to the most unwelcome means of taxation in order to
meet the deficit of 80 lakhs in the Budget.

The Finance Minister’s cry, repeated from year to year with pathetic wail,
to get justice from the Centre in the matter of Export Duty on Jute ““d. Tea,
atzd Excise Duty on Tea, Petrol and Kerosene, has only proved a cryin the
wilderness. And, I dare say, itisto hope against hope that his present appeal
to the Centre for awarding the benefit of the Consolidated Fund of India under
Article 275 (2) of the Constitution in order to wipe off the deficit of 87 lakhs will
fall on responsible ears. Nevertheless, we take our stand on the justice of our
cause and let us, regardless of consequences, press on our rightful claim to the
share of the taxes, the major portion of which goes to fill the Central coffer.
Some day,wdlstant or near, the demands of justice will be met. .

Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is one cheerful feature of the Budget to which I
am glad to make an allusion, To Education have been assigned funds amounting
to one crore 46 lakhs and 80 thousand which works out at 152 per cent.,
commg next only to Civil Works absorbing the largest share due to justifiable
reasons. Itisa matter of gratification that the education of the masses of the
population has been taken in hand in right earnest, and that a pretty large
number of schools has been started in Hill and Tribal areas. We must however
guard against our being carried off in our enthusiasm so far as to retard the
S:;)tg]:;i of ]Sct_:ondary and University education ; for, I hope all will agree with me
i to—daer \:lz_lfore was the need for University men and Technicians so solely felt
S ythe €N we have to settle down as an import_ant_unlt of Free Bharat,
iy autonomous powers which the new Constitution has conferred on
for I?Errn Speaker, Sir, there is no doubt that the Budget has made provision

erous welfare gche : ded to make the life of the common man
reasonably comforeal, g i i ioned sche
bound e po: ontableRandi happy. #iBut, evenithe best-intehtionacsic esiare

otaillsn S capt less Government take rigorous steps to
TEmMOVE corruption wh; Jar i ey i ma sphere of the
admmlstrationl. L rnCh nioriunatcly hast ciChlein SRinaiy '1}1) oft hearted
'an.ti-corruption. corlrlln?;:tarm Aty il uﬁ ?:‘f)};?r?, né);rtﬁ;' 1fsc. zgiaien
It Is an open secret th ecsP LG I s 1 yin the wheels of thé
administrative ol o at Party influences operate 1n clogging b s

d, 1 ariot in many spheres. Police officers, many ol them Inéxperie-

nced, but placed jp charge of large areas, have not yet been able to adjust thema
§e]ves to new conditiong T Bl : despite good advice from high quarters,
in and outside Assam. They have yet to learn their new role of public servants
In & country, which "3 76w otie,E What is really deplorable is that they are
wanting 1n efficiency, and this become conspicuous when delicate and difficult
situations arise. In the subdivision of Dibrugarh from which I come, crimes
are daily on ‘the increase, In the past few months several incidents have
hg«p]__)ened which would not have happened if the police were alert, vigilant and
efficient,
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Even in some of the nation-building spheres, _the activities will not stand
analysis, if they are tested by results. Take, for mstance,ftl-lc Pufbh:: I—llealth
Department., This Department cannot be beaten ;)down (1)1' per};zc sc 11t::‘m=:?
and finely written reports. But, about actual results ? O, cavcat cm to Fate!
Has it been able, 1 ask, to stop circulation of adulterated food-stugf : [}-IO.\-v‘gany
people have been punished for crimes against public hca]th. (Hear, Hear)
About food-stuff, rationed through the Supply Department, the less said the
better.  'We have all taken too long draughts out OthhlS bitter cup. On Grow-
More-Food Campaign, our Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, has rightly laid great
stress ; and, indeed, this is the only means of combating food scarcity in the
Province. What has actually been done, may Iask? How many acres of

land have been brought under cultivation ? What is the actual increase in food

production and how has it influenced the market in reducing the prices of food-
stuff,

Now, about the much-talked of Economy Drive. Does this mean driving
away hundreds of low paid men into unemployment and starvation, and retai-
ning, as members of a markedly top heavy administration, (;ro»\.-d of officers
in the enjoyment of fat salaries ? Any sensible Economy Drive should
started from the top, by wrenching ofl thickly growing parasites and even |

off some of the tall trees, before hand is laid on low paid clerks and starvin
rasis.  (Applause).

have

opping
g chap-

Mr. Speaker, Sir, one word more and I finish. Tam glad that Government
has after all done something to stop the erosion of the Brahmap_utra in order
to save the town of Dibrugarh from being washed away,—a subject to which
I thought it my duty to draw the attention of Government every time 1 found
an opportunity, in and outside this House. But 'rhg efforts appear to have
been of doubtful value, so far. If good money is not to be wgsted, and if batter
results are aimed at, I would advise that services of men pl-long experience i_n
this highly technical job, if possible of experts, be requisitioned, even at this
late hour. Then and then alone, the town will be saved. JAT HIND.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is 1
lembers that the recent happenings in East Bengal involving dcz}ths,
tions, forcible conversions, loss of properties. rape and abduction o

Women, have created an abnormal situation in the
slaughter of Hindus and inconceivable atrocitics
in Pakistan, are pouring in daily.
overnment is the
of India

known to the hon.

depriva-
{ Hindu
country. Reports of ruthless
committed on Hindu women
The worst part played by the Pakistan
‘black out’ of these news to the outside world, ~ We the citizens
n Republic have been the helpless spectators  of these happenings,
Pakistan being a foreign dominion. That such things will happen in Pakistan
Is a foregone conclusion. We cannot expect any thing better from a State that
has come into being on communal and religious considerations, However
laudable the intention of the author and supporters of Pakistan might have been,
the fact remains that Pakistan will be a State where only those people who will
be able to dine together (Pak means to cook) will be allowed to remain, This
motive is supplied from their zeal for the forcible conversion of Hindus on pain
of death, This means that in Pakistan only Muslims will be allowed to remain
and non-Muslims— the Hindus —will be either slaughtered, forcibly converted, dis-
graced or driven out.

The Pakistan Government is no respecter of interna

tional conventions of
freedom of information, This will be borne by

the fact that the Board of
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Directors of P. T. I., the biggest news agency, had to admit its inability to supply
verified news to the world and had to observe as follows :—

“The P.T.I. regrets to observe that matters in Pakistan have reached
a stage directly affecting the fundamental principles of freedom of information
which calls for ~the serious consideration of the world press as a whole and other
appropriate authorities. ;

In consequence (of detention and arrests of P. 1. I. agents 1n Pakistan
and mutilation of news by Pakistan CGovernment) the \vl'lqlc gf the long
established organization in East Bengal was paralyzed carly in February and
practically ceased to function. When other methods, such as the posts have
been used for the transmission of the news, the publication of such items resulted
in unpleasant consequence to those known to have suspected to have sent these
messages. *’

The¢ Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, May I know where is
the relevancy of this matter with the Budget discussion ? :

Srijut BELIRAM DAS : Sir, this is an introduction only.

re assurcd complete

Sir, at the time of Partition, the Hindus of East Bengal we > .
population was not

safety by both the Governments and the question of transfer of C
taken in hand then. From the day-to-day events taking placc in Eastern
Pakistan, it has been crystal clear that there is no room for Hindus, and consc-
quently, in my humble opinion, the transfer of population has been absolutely
necessary.  This matter should be taken up in right earnest. Had it been takon
in hand much carlier, many more lives, propertics and honour of Hindu women
would have beensaved from the clutches of the barbarous Goondas, let loose
at the connivance of the Pakistan Government. According to the statement of
‘t‘hc Leader of the Opposition of East Pakistan, as reported by P. T. I

Complainants become culprits and opposition members are being hea_vgly
belaboqrcd for dissuading Goondas from burning houses of the Minorities
and ultimately charging them of arson.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member should be relevant.
i MOTIRAM BORA: We are still in the introductory. (Laughter).

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Sir, there are about 20 lakhs of
Muslims in Assam and of these about 15 lakhs are immigrants and anti-Indian.
Most of these people have leanings towards Pakistan and as such these 15 lakhs
% th?‘ People should be transferred forthwith from Assam, so that we can make
P Hajongs, Garos, Lushais and others who are trying to come out of
Pakistan, along with the landless people of Assam. Apart from these people
most of the ENRim officers of Cgchapr Karimganj and other berder districts of
Assam, some of whom also opted for Pakistan in the first instance, have no good
wishes for the Tndjan Repuklic and they have definite leanings towards _their co-
religionists  in Pakistan, which is really a great danger to our State. I think the
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has been apprised of such officers even from the Kam-

rup district, by responsible Congress office-bearers. From the editorial of the
“Ananda Bazar Patrika®™ of 9(h March it has come to the lime-light that in
Cachar district the Muslim officers have been conniving at things and showing
leniency towards their co-religionists, with the rcsult that ‘Pakistan Jindabad’,
¢Allaho Akbar’ etc., have been the order of the day—so much so that the
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Subdivisional Officer cven did not dare to face Muslim mob there. This I
consider to be a serious matter which requires serious trcatment. So my hum-
ble suggestion to our Government will e that if they want to save our beloved
country, if they want to save the Indian Republic, the first and foremost
duty of the Government will be to purge out such officers of Pakistan 1nen-
tality, top to bottom, immediately or pension them out. Because **Prevention
is better than cure” (huge laughter).

Sir, Assam’s position in the Indian Republic has been very precarious,
Since the creation of Eastern Pakistan, Assam’s supply position has been deterio-
rating and it will be deteriorating in future also. The new Railway Line has not
been ol much use to Assam and for a few years these transport difficulties will
remain, Pakistan has a special fascination for Assam, because of jts mineral
and other resources, which they are badly in need of. Pakistan’s treat-
ment towards us has been so unfriendly that there is very likelihood of facing war
with Pakistan on humanitarian grounds. In that case Assam will be helpless.
The Centre will not be able to save Assam by supplies through air. So m
humble suggestion to our Government will be to prevail upon the Central Gov-
ernment o enforce Compulsory Military Training in Assam so that we can
save our existence by ourselves, even though no help and reinforcement come
from the Centre immediately. I am confident that Assam will be able to defend
herself against the Muslims of Eastern Pakistan whose forefathers were repulsed by
our forefathers for not less than 18 times.

(At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker left the Chair and the Deputy Speaker
occupied it). :

Madam, it has been found that the undesirable Muslim inhabitants of Assam
are creating havoc in the Prpvince ‘by setting hu: to the Assamese villages, slaugh
tering its inhabitants, opposing Police and Military with modern weapons, clearly
indicating that they have been actually carrying on war in Assam for Pakis(an.
So I request our Government to take a serjous view of the matter and to take
appropriate steps in'no time to subduc the uprising of the undesirable Muslims,
particularly the immigrants, otherwise the safety of the State will be endangered
if we fail in our duty, we will be named as traitors by our future generation. s

Madam, I have just received a letter from my Manager that four fishermen
have been killed near Fullora Pahar on the border of Kamrup and GOalpa}a
districts. In consequence of which, the fishermen of Barpeta and Goalpara sub.-
divisions have given up fishing. Unless ‘Governgnent help them in car}ying on
their lawful profession, they have to die of starvation and Government wij] have
to feed these people. '

I hope our Government will take proper steps to meet this situation

Madam, with these few words, I beg to resume my seat. y

Dre: EMRAN. HUSAIN ~CHAUDHURY:: Madam, Deputy Speaker, at
the very outset, as I think it is my bounden duty to offer sincere COngrauﬂ;ﬂi - ;, ¢
to the Hon’ble Finance Minister for presenting an unbalanced and deficjt 0B ’d Ot
of 87 lakhs, but to an estcemed Friend of mine and 4 dislinguished‘ M T 1g)e
of the House namely, Srijut Bhadra Kanta Gogoi, on his m; ember
the hands of dangerous dacoits. Quite a number of speeches have been deli
ed on the floor of this House after the speech of my hon, Friend, but Aotin e-g’ﬂ:
hon. *Member oflered congratulations to my hon. Friend, In ;hese times Slmgis.
chief-mongers, miscreants and dacoits are about, We cannot  moverdhenilG]
these days. The undesirable anti-social elements are on the increase Thz
question here is, why is it that a large number of people have turred
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Communists ? We call them anti-social elements. What is the cause of the increase
in the number of undesirable people ? Before tackling this question the Govern-
ment must go into the causes as to why a large number of people have
turned Communists and the anti-social elements arc on the increase.

Madam, after hearing the illuminating speech of His Excellency the Gover-
nor, I had occasion to speak in the course of my amendment on the elementary
needs to human beings, and those wants have got to be satisfied. In that con-
nection, I spoke about the shortage of sugar, Maida, Atta, etc., daily necessaries
and requirements of people. We are all property of the State. But the
State does not feed all of us. We find that thousands of people are unemployed
and others in constant sight of the hunger line. Madam, unemployment and
poverty are the same thing. One is a synonym of the other. To satisfy and ful-
fil these elementary needs one has to work, failing to get a job, one has to beg,
borrow or steal. “We know that a poor man is not trusted and his request
for a loan is flatly turned down simply because of his poverty.
It is not casy or advisable, or prudent to invest in the poor man, as, far
from being able to pay the interest, he is even unable to return the principal
sum of money and, thatis why it is said that the poor man is not to be trusted.
Madam, in these days when prices of commodities are very high, the poor people
are specially affected. We can just imagine as to what bappens when a poor
man happens to be unemployed because unemployable. I would like to quote
one of the greatest modern dramatists, a remarkable author, who  describes
poverty in the most scientific language possible and in the darkest colour conceiv-
able. The author completely agrees with Alfred Marshall, the greatest of
English economists when he says ““The destruction of the poor is their poverty”.
On account of the exquisite language of the writer I am tempted to give his
own words. Condemning poverty in the ¢ Major Barbara” he says poverty is
the “greatest crime”. ‘“Besides it all other crimes are virtues. They are chivalry
itself by comparison. What you call a crime is nothing : a murder here, a theft
there a blow now and a curse then. There are not fifty professional criminals
in the city of London. But there are millions of poor people, abject people,
dirty people, ill-fed people, ill-clad people.........They poison us morally and
physically......... Poverty blithes whole cities, spreads horrible pestilences, strikes
dead the very souls of those who come within sight, sound or the smell of it’’.
I'he remarkable thinker goes a step further and proclaims to the world that “Only
fools fear crime, we all fear poverty®.

. Madam, at a time when inflation is rampant and prices of commodities have
risen terribly, when poor people specially low paid Government employees have
been hard-hit, we can easily imagine the distress of those poor people who happen
to be S{Ck when medicines and all other essential things are not casily available or
are available at black market prices. 5

Almost everything is sold at the black market price and so the poor man is
doubly victimised : No.1, he is poor and has not the wherewithal to purchase his
requirements and No.2, he is sick.

Madam, I quite agree with those who say that inflation in the country has
worsened the situation and this is specially so since the devaluation of our curren-
cy. I quite appreciate the motive of the Government of India for reducing  the
value of our currency, in order to increase our export to foreign countries and
thereby earn dollars and other currencies, hard, medium and soft. But this may
also be admitted by all present that this devaluaticn has increased the cost of
goods and commodities which India had to import from countries the value of
whose currencies has been appreciated. This year food crops had to be imported
to the tune of 148 crores and not 120 crores as mentioned in the Budget
speech.
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Madam, I have just spoken about the grievances of the people and about
the rise of prices of commodities. Now I should like to draw the attention of
the Government to the disturbances which have caused a headache and are
still causing a headache not only to the Provincial Government, but to the whole
country. Quite a large number of Members of this House have not come and a
fairly Jarge number of Members have left the House in order to be
present at their respective posts of duty and to attend to the grievances of peo-

- ple.  Even the Hon’ble Leader of the House is not present here and has had to

quit the House and go elsewhere where his presence is more urgent, We are
glad that the Hon’ble Leader of the House is giving his best attention to the
methods by which the disturbances could be brought unders control. We,
Madam, cannot walk about freely. One cannot say that one’s life and property
are sccure at the present moment in any part of the Province. Even the Assa-
mese speaking Muslims, have to confine themselves to their houses and are un-
able to move about freely. It was not without anxiety that I travelled by train
from Jorhat to Gauhati.

We are hearing about incidents in different places and even in Sk
am told, people cannot move about as freely as others can in
of Assam. None can say when an incident takes place or some trouble bursts out
with terrible consequences of loss of life and property .At any rate, Madam, I am
proud of the fact that the Hon’ble Leader of the House, the Chief Minister of
the Province, is devoting all his time and energy to controlling the present state
of affairs. We are of course passing through a terrible crisis. It is g terrible
sight to see the evacuees. Tt is really horrible to think of leaving one’s own
hearth and home, one’s kith and kin and one’s property and above all one’s own
country. When we see the evacuees, we are reminded of the 1

] . 1942 happenings
when thousands of Indian evacuees left Burma for India, thousands zlso
died on the way.

illong, I
some other parts

The Deputy SPEAKER: The hon. Members time is up.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Only two more minutes I want
Madam, -

The Deputy SPEAKER ; Very well I then give you two more minutes,

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: The sight of those
very unpleasant. Now, we have got to rehabilitate these w
That is a major problem as our Government has not got enou
relief required. Madam, we do not actually conceal our sy
sympathy for these evacuees. We are offering our hearty co-operation to
Government in giving ready and utmost relief to these evacuees,

To another important factor I want to draw the attention of the Government
We have been hearing of riots in various jails, riots within the oy walls of the
Jails.  We often hear of such riots resulting in deaths of hoth Govern(m : ﬁlie
cials and prisoners. Recently we have been hearing of hunger strikes ent ‘D‘; 5
I have been told that even in the Shillong jail there has been a hunger In,kjal sI.
c!o not know what is the cause of all these strikes ir, the jails, }fl’u sItn }e' 1d
like to draw the attention of the Government to this important fact th ; 1(;111
‘bll’lgs should not be allowed to continue, otherwise they will aggravate t} arst CS‘;
Situation and will increase the activities of the undesirable people, e

As a matter of fact, Madam, I was going to speak for at least 20 minutes
but as the time which had been fixed earlier by the Hon’ble Sp;'aker ha; been
reduced by half, I have had to curtail my speech considerably. : :

With these few words, I like to resume my seat,

€vacuees was
retched evacyees.
gh money for the
Mpathy our utmost
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BT F17 i 23 3f ©ifie ©A 291 AOT (TA AT TZFINS ¢
CIBICS 47 T w3ty 7fifs 45 M3 afea VTS U7 TR RAtAT T
BoS | @2 Afifer oiums afsre qeeeid (fe-ef  wtag sifFEid -
ST = fuwmy 9 Bfos qrawq Affe [ Fa wlF Fata Flaed Iedtd-
37 Sl ST aizfy sed gaechs wawa AR A QT e | cofentzea
TG AN I e e 2l FaCA T |

RRCTS 58 @ 15 wg awg TR AR, FEERE 9
AT 37 oty gy 0 T TASRHA  ONS 99 TR afafs
A TN tfom | wt e o oGAlcy WEF T Bedtra faaa
TP [ I Sififem | g3 #ffeq dfd 200 {8 A AR Tt 9@ife «3g3
AT AT Ay 35 Stestaia o= B w2 @ ohg T8 TS A 47 catatfea |
THCT SITF7 G b ooy e wledalZ AB (AT fw gf afe
ez 31 MG (refaicn, e sEre Al FEiEe FE AfEs 9wl aie
AT S 73 31T ) sjp1q Berdl 1T FIACE | 92 CFAS GO z4ea
COSTANT AT ﬁ,g“q,ﬁ,;ﬁ Afz17 {5t BAFIAT WAL A TFT AlAAA
facans fafee | GTARER s 5aF1ad o4 8ed (AIElTEl Bit? weif fog fama
P16 BT AButter 3, w2 wifie sae e AEW FAD BT Avw Agasta
| QAR 37 AUreh qpeis (qeEt oledzg (FRd @, et GgEE
ARNIT S AT foq a7 7 A2GF, [EHIT FE AT Farzaies
CSSCAIT 2T A7) e oz @ty |

A AT A Frafe afas o5d Fa1 27, (@97 AT P GeAinag FHrds
qz7 ——ATS AfSa7s 797 Fivele way Fare 3z F AR A5 43, s
AZIM FA | (ST ABICT 3fy shgel crepa Aal  CFIC S @4, @meE
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FuFITS F30afF 96T Al 96eaz Aty | 2919 o= sitasia qtses
AT T THAT SIS @ A7 2 Aea, Ofs ATmE A1D |
A9z @y, 7 (F6CF Tim 13003 By ool FfRca R ¥, T wafEm
AT TAFT A7l COSTANTE @fem TRl EiSle WA cofem dtm  cdfers
[ za 1 <l GUTetts TaE AfAfS A%w Fare vy @A R ha 495 (20T

©fF GRfEF i3 20 bIMCA BF WS wiw AT we &, e w7 Sesdlre
fETs Azia <3 gfa 92 9 st

Faly stedl Taeh
qU=<dl 929

AliE 1S KT 937 | o IS WET Ay s s qia
fF717 %3 &b AT @ FR AFEANT SIF @ FEHT GG | Qe RERN
T2 w204t GI0S TR AN (2ot G TR iR AT @Rt co g CpE-
FoICATR o s FHTd At A= TR 7S ot oo g e o
feart w1 2e | @ 9 C=igE @ AifEs dttchs s sty RIBEE R
Ff@ eleg | 3 G013 graduate 7997 87w @t @2 fRotlita o 3w
It ey, FpIFACA T bNIACE @2 fAotla w[{9 23 9@t omig R T
3797 ©fF 231 @2 (97 Bw <% ste 32 sa=wles Tty S | 93 473
A28 @ AfEp fCABTIHT Fa51F 71987 491 737 9si’q (Xg, I8 FIB{EICT 99
Tifeca G <oifF oAb cacha afzare sastata  witaws <falga | % v &
e 7d, A faml 2307 729 AR 5IIIT A G AT | @ 9wy fas
M wFfFy vl Afecatld es s T @ T ey o AFCAIT Tiea |
*itaz (98 [{AIFT el Aty AT ya <73 = e IR IE
AN Af I Ff37 alest | B51F ) ‘el oS’ AifXTEm @ wifew @
1@ Al (7 BT cdten fT=Ele T4 fFat St ofF TwcEies 3fgg e |
4% ‘Gt MG TEM of713 St (Recall) wrwie qiat= tz oifirg| s fiirea
BAFIC ‘@M A" tfzAcE Recall 53, 4rere wzg9, 4o foans fars
T4 31357 BAFIIT TS AT SIF 97973 147 |

(At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker re-occupied the Chair.)

Tetdifs Taina, o 16T 72 I@m4 @ Ted “itag 99z TiE THE AT aes
catea | IS AT FHN SITET, W 41 P AR 4w ey 3 e
A3l T I AT AT Gt qdfm 2y oIIve IEET Ben Airm wifog
TG AT Seeel W TFCEN AL S0 6 A 491 g3 wieqms wp
A3 207 | TAIACS B8 A4 WeH (@ W FAI e Tetes e
15 A1 —C1ReE It ARfTs 271 T FU FWA ;E Bag IEEER Tt
cliaan | 2317 ga Ralss 927 @f{e 53 AN @I —na: Stamy g i
Cltoeli | e awtagjad A siGacataiz fe e ate onelify gipeg vits ore
FiElchla wifetars «t®  «fe9E€9 aza 1  Communication Board © «3
BT {90 F@ata @ T == | A2 TN G G qrwtes Alzaate =
wea fespalea @oe @ish-catels FRa <933 Tt @2 Aifacgicers comrnunica-
tion I&3 A1 cerizigeen foe ©lv Befen st Wt v Aufzg | Post War
Scheme © 3 531 491 czfga i Aat8 2 I T390t 51 4ap 7ze | 9% IABTEIS
&3S Cleelaia T AfF T AFTAYTT 6L A, TN, caniet oy oqnowsrm
945 (AfS @i 512 fREiTe 8 il i, T AT cifsns ageag Jifz3ea Acstare
T4 wfig | @ At Atz difvd MERive middle men Rty g e (o
Sifn AtfEata Sfaare it @fb 71Te e Tam qRa tarm | @ 1w @3 At
SIS AF[H (TR 2A 92 G 4ATAF 507 ooy CSSTatFq T A
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Ararzied | SiaFita @ aiwts AFcE AT 92 @AUEiEg Fiavd, Aeaes GF5-
faata wtacd, wim{® pa=iaa Procurement fFstda f@sa $96190 @it coéatces
Tdial cafens awa3 o7 i fEaca A3 @Rl | 9o S[aEie (dfers a3 A
/> atet =T =fs Fegea Aifzaw f&AfF wcafz sieer AfS =9 337 4in | <92 Afsies
citatfE =ipg 5se A9liE el =91 2ea fopseea AF-92, i, Iz, 9ifv afe 7
AHA fowars aF4=a A= @tsiia ffaq FfRa zacecea | atTwE fegpees A
fosla%a Faifom, b= wif awforafm @3 aAFIA%I g Fim oo wa =est |
7 @3 gt P. W. D. @ staced ere e #1, AfRta @iz Faifon
=, cABA Wi Uy s Ted aFiTsa SfF JAarR0ed UiE 9F 4= A% F29
@t ASEHACZTST | I Tae I53f, T59 AI6TE T 491 Fwe @ qi@ 17wl
Fq FITTRA 1 Tug AFrA4a FApeta wqEie? AT 7=

The Hon’ble The SPEAKER : witataiq 77@ 9 25 |

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : s faJty 7Jstdfs Tcztwm , (s ate
72 s 7 fomes ; crlm gz w9 €A 9l |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: wis @F fif5 217 |

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : @i fA6® Tt {17 A0 % A3 Al
ST (3, QA HF7a7  GeaFalFe 64 4fs 77 9iF Jmaa «Attey g7 72 =
A2 AtEtE Gl g | B awAAT Atz o A6 A1F attgd wify et
TS AT I7fS qM5q 471 A7y A9qalz FAS AT 4T TEAL AT 7 F2 @t
7T AN 27 12 w29 fmen ww-ceil AxA G F9 5 1 Q%3 TR -
M6 1 9771, AW 397 cita) suq gsias 2151wl 9771 29 ; Fiad G Taatsa
@ 97, atfan ewaz  femca At ww-fam 38 A2 1 @ WAS TR
FI T9ife gatars aetelaa A 9 i Z{de siacd atzte Wt [
AfoFfS frars afgy atm witar facawas wee a9ifecsl Communication
Board 3 +ta1 catm =y s o w9 wiizs @aE 7zF) §9 piF A0d
TREAT ifdt Tty ;  sfaatis qiee wetd | AAAART A= Sl gE Biw
T 193 Fiawd R iy w41 czfem o1z ibEECcS SifE T FI 200 T aAtaE
WRT fegder wte sifavisas awwsia FE A€ T BEE-aAEAT Gl
COTIRT NI fwrta wiqeet facata =ata 212%a T wafaldl 21274 afg-afne @12
AT [T @isfs ot Gefea it STEnFIT @A FG AT 12
ISEIFCA Wiaczsitn waamcet orefate 440141 of7 | CIRREF ATET @ 5IFHA 7
T ROINTTF oF Gers 1 4 fmict Aoiem 9l B 9@l e i g g
¢z ARG —cR Ifmitt fmig crahie a7 bAFica TRy T B AR e
AT AT AMGE qpmg gy wAea zeE 2 ART AT Attma Tmea
A T G T [l i leca FHOEE Sl Gratan o wiad
ASUNIBT T2 “pcaty w21 cm afsaq Eefe = 4t coien 7 fRaiw gaita o2
[T ATty wf crzfmtee At 2Esfs o |

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : wiitafmia 71 29—3t, T @ fifih w6 |

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : woidfs  T2iwd, Sga-aiaead
lFoNaTT R @8btam ) 981 Gea-ammgad &fom sis, @am =
g7 TISHS  TWeE Aiq gfy ozl @2 RS 4T viesy @watam
9ty (12 9947 Local Board 3 zters «fi f4m (=g, @9gq fafis
afdtaa  9ClE, adifer weig wiw @aEa  BfEeats ace [{ema e
gfad A9 @Y Ter-aAwlr  dzEAd gEd FLa NN AW ww | oF
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SUEACAZ, claldical T3 wigaAisT  Fiafra gt atena fIeadt wetvs @'
IR TI-FHIAAAT Avisid Fralve Afesple @ wm @ Seg-=a4er fafem
AT 5127 Aza Wt Afersidn Afs @i Ters 5% AfHT 1 o1 Teta wie-
@l 1 FfEaa @ift Sea-aimeas atiwa sawa A9 @ i e 6
<R, 7% of a1 =@ =91 o3 Flatd pIFlae A2 Bif ety weat,
CE-ATAAT AT A4S 7wy oz cotralTa 74-75ifS diea FHAtA T o3t FA |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : w5y A%I3F AT 419 3F |

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA:  siaaly sy Sleqim, AT dfah

Aeatsits atet ffrs 3fea? eififera—fFs s st ens St frlag
T FANT AT o7 eolte—rE Fiawd 72 @F A = v s A st
Faca fig frem |

T Rt afSar on @i 2 @7 2501 3580 517 oA affag oa 3
92T A3 020G OTF WIEE A AT GBS 9TIs seq Shew TG 457 T4 o2rs |
C12 B fF 4@t Tt Ffws oF 54 72512 7908 S AT I ToiF 29 1
12 F1T T2 3T @2 BIIE FE @ 598-85 T4 [Swas A 2 Fwlr
Fifa case #a1 C2fgm 1 @2 2 zloi= case 7 fSo7® o] S¢ TIF ST «ifs famm
Ry | TR itfE fFawry frat xfom wiF Fhice sita AT wfawea #ises |
b A=A A9 W4T F7 8-¢ IBT AT AN TATe (a4 =RF, 9T @lhEsE
fS9TS A7 >a 110 @M = Gtz T 9ETS gq1  Acq | 237 fewss Non-
Official Organisation fF@iwa w4 wt+its Gtaia T 17 T1s suary staita
(T ooty (1 fAlFatcs @2 fratafaa six s odEts 39 iAot gl TIATS |

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 33 Cepstea w4t Tl |
Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: 33 fogales <t taus) |

Qo 45)
@A it @ fSpdtvs @ 79wt fatadie s st o a9 [d1a53
AT 27 fSoas F1T 501 Mz AT 2z osETT T2 OTT AT S
Ffa 4 AT | Sl codeT 999 957 A AifiEre R case 4 cefeE
CIZCB) AT 4fafes cords @ta=ca 429 stedmica wrsty T 1 etds QS
AR IP1 | CQUATS 79 WA C1F_case (B 4RfEA—sota wacy CoT4TT  *=iel
) AT | it @2 s e Wi @it @ {fFE @i IBE Wity 72

41179 $G97 9% case 4412 127 | €% AT FaiTa iy 0208 TATGI G 7 |

AT o3 A1 AfSAMAT 8 G330 T @A qfwm 5

AR F) AF 71247 el 20A 9 FET oA 147 oo | fzpatea A
7o FIf @ARNF Afzwta T 2w 1 [voice FIT @ At afewta a1 ozt 1]
AT AT Abpala A@ifer, 98 @fom g AT g7 2T G -ces o 29 AT
IR o) Af>FIT 5 2y | 73 case B afemie High Court © pending ¢Z
wiR | efers cotdts fAfFaT et gifce i3 13 1% 7we 4f Afeltd |
IS =Rt 3722 0 1 AN R TN M7 o e
IBICFTT T T HTST (OrAeed €2 FE AN wfoqtrs SELCII TG
AMfscnezeet | @ w9,  «€35T T Non-official Organisation
fRatcs atitss Rt wifm 9ie ezl fas F4lem 1 o2 fopme ot v @

€25 |
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Cslle2 atmas 4ia So ziwly Fifam  ae—sta fogas dEtHm  AFE2 @fo1
CIEwiatd oEAFE I aftqea Birvi stacd wez g | ffFg ARES
fofrem = @it I AT Deputy Speaker , «T77 Tetwaiz F e, I
firfir Szl T2te S Tits Al FriFaes ST g3 Tz FfEEe e
fEg atest | @1 397 T2 clitss R T4 e o3 99 TE5a FRCAR SR
4% B f7A Amifca | atwew @F avA @b @7 9 3F @en € |
fifte, wiFa, [ Jizta Qe 15t gasia Alzlaoe €% afealma i 6fF =icE |
afsm w2 tztg RRaElT SifEE qng wif 4i9ea afite oEfae e i
4i%Cge AT P iR g FifREce afem arsata SifT aft g At GAlNS
Si= ¢2TH |

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: gfwsiy wId 798 (49 ¢2(& 9® |

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: si#aig (S eteqtm, i 1w
a% ffiE 7 e | o fibs cerdrs @i @bl ¥4 XA @ S wga Tl
AT rTeA 2 @2 Fu enare Frtea afe i 9 @i, 5 @it 7 b
A2y O AT qtm @1 e T R @@ AT | AR i G5
FAEIT A i aws bify #Ats giolr FAf@E 91 45ca afeg 1 AzeF i
A, [ a3 o217 21 @ Redwee 78 qhus SuFE sAtiwas Tty Fiac, A
fEpale wems, TS 3t fag i i s F1aaid @b oI 91 TS JTAATE
SIS = 1Reael S if ftedt sfeat goFto z9ca gl fo |

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ‘‘Last
August Government of India faced with the acute problem of inflation, consul-
ted various interests and as a result of the deliberations enunciated certain
broad principles of policy. One recommendation and in fact a cardinal point
in the policy was that the Central and the Provinces should balance their bud-
gets. An examination of the Provincial budgets would reveal a scrupulous an-
xjety to adhere to the letter of this recommendation while disregarding the
spirit behind it.  The budgets where to curb the inflationary forces, but
in that process other inflationary?forces have been let loose.”

-I‘hls 1s an extract from a brochure. issued recently by the Federation of
Indian Ché_imbers of Commerce and In’dustry. I would not quote the figures
from tht? c}nﬂ‘erent provinces as I have only a limited time to finish my remarks
in, butitisa fact that mest provinces have declared a surplus and where
there is a deficit, the gap have been scught to be filled by new taxation. Un-
fprtunalely, Assam has fajled to balance her budget in spite of additional taxa-
tion and the Hon‘ble Finance Minister bewails that the year 1950-51 will end

with a deficit of a sum of Rs 86 lakhs 89 thousand, a huge figure relatively to
our revenue income,

To my mind, this is a pointer of great import, to those who have the future
of Assam and her prosperity at heart. I view the trend of Assam’s finances
and its administration by the presen.t Government, with great alarm. I do
not agree with the Hon’ble Finance Minister about the ~calculated small defi-
cit in the working of 1949.50 of Rs.58 lakhs 86 thousand, which at one time
according to him was feared to be in the neighbourhood of Rupees one and hali
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crores. I condemn such complacency and misreading of the figures and dark
situation. If hon. Members will turn to the Budget Memorandum at top
of page 10, they will read a different story. ‘The budget year 1949-50 started
with an opening balance of Rs.4 crores 40 lakhs and 70 thousands. The Revi-
sed estimates for the same year expected that the opening balance will still con-
tain a sum of Rs 2 crores 20 lakhs and 91 thousands. But, actually it is
fecared that by the end of 31st March 1950, the closing balanee will stand at
Rs.1 crore 36 lakhs and 85 thousands only. What has become of this huge
sum of over Rs 3 crores to be exact, Rs.3 crores, 3 lakhs and 85 thousands ?
That is the difference between the opening balance and the estimate
balance after working of the year 1949-50. What has become of this huge sum
of over Rs.3 crores ? It cannot run into thin air. Thcrefore, the sum must have
been spent in the current year. Ifso, can one take the view that the year
will close with a deficit of Rs 58 lakhs and 86 thousand only ? Sir, it will not
pay to minimise the critical situation, the Finance Ministry should have made
a clean breast of all the expenditure they have incurred and indicated clearly and
truly the deficit, however high it may be. Itis no joke to see that our reserve,
that is the opening balance of revenue to be depleted by the incredibly huge
sum of over Rs.3 crores. In spite of this ugly situation, the Hon’ble Finance
Minister has made a wrong approach in framing the budget for 1950-51. He
has first calculated how much he will spend in the vear and then proceeds to
find the revenue. This procedure is applicable to rich Governments of Europe
and America, because of the high national products of those countries and their
high national savings. I will give the national per capita income of a few
countries, to illustrate my point.

d closing

Norway is comparatively a poor country according to Western standards,
and yet, the per capita national income is Rs.1,704, Australia Rs.2,274, U. K.
Rs.2,666, Denmark Rs.2,760, New Zealand Rs..3,10.?, Sweden Rs.3,504, Switzer-
land Rs.3,970, while Canada has a per capita national income Per year of Rs.4,230.,
United States of America tops the hst_w:‘th a huge figure of R, 7,318 whereas per
capita national income per year in India is only Rs.20_6. I stagger in trying to cal-
culate the per capita national income of a poor province like Assam, Undoubp-
tedly it will be much smaller than the figure of Indta.. Assam is undeveloped
and not industrialised, and therefore, is not In a position to indulge in the
reverse process of first calculating the expenditure and then trying to meet the
fund. The high national savings of these progressive countries offer ap, e
source of supply. The result is that the reserve of sustenance and plenty
abounding in these countries is so great that their Governments are in a posi-
tion to draw upon their economy to the extent needed to the occasion, It is
patent that such a procedure is unsuitable to Indian conditions whep Assam’s
finances are at such a low level, one should have found eXtreme caution in
incurring new expenditure, and yet we find that over 5 lakhs of rupees, some
non-recurring and a major portion recurring is proposed to he incgrréc’i o
year in new projects. One could excuse new  expenditure, Provided  they Jied
productive of future revenue, but I am_afra[d, that al] the it
are unproductive. The actual allocation between
ing e_xpetl'llditures will ge found at page 11 ol[' the bBudgct M

On the revenue side, some assumptions have €en mad L i
from the Centre. I would have expected our Govcrnmeitofée%eévm.g grafttlts
their experienee of last year. While presenting the Budget for 19;\35560:1:;:;
Hon’ble Finance Minister in March, 1949 assumed that they will get -0y, :
Rs.70 lakhs from the Government of India and framed the Budget gcc ad'suin OI
criticised in my speech last year about this, &% ordingly.

/ ( 5 : and T Proved to he correct. The
Government of India rvefused to advance

A . ¢ anything more thap Rs.160 lakhs
whereas the expectation of the Assam Ministry was Rs.240 lakhs. The Budget
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this time also, reveals the same tendency, and our Hon’ble Finance Minister
has based his Budget figures cn assumption of receipts from the Centre of two
sums of 34 lakhs and of Trs. 20,71 and these will be found at page 11 of the
Budget Memorandum, and a sum of Rs.2,50,000 for the maintenance of Natio-
nal High Ways and 75 lakhs as Centre’s contribution for the Shillong-Silchar-
Tripura Road. The letter will be found at page 46 of the Budget Memorandum.
Even Government have realised that they are skating on tenderice in this
assumption, for in the Budget Memorandum, we read the following at top of
page 11:

““It will be seen that the estimated revenue deficit of Trs. 86,89 will increase

or decrease according to increcase or decrease of grants-in-aid in the above
account’.

That the position is extremely disquieting is obvious from another extract
from the Budget Memorandum at page 12.

. ““The Bank balance dwindled on several occasions below the stipulated mi-
nimum of Trs.500 during the current year and Government had to go in
for‘Short-term loans - to supplement the balance. As the possition is not likely
to improve during the coming year due tc manifold increas:in expenditure, a

short-term loan of Trs. 22,000 has been estimated for the next year”.

As next year’s income includes this loan money of over two crores, the hon.
Members

o may deduce how the deficit for next year can remain at 86 lakhs and
odd.

I am placing these figures before the hon. Members, not by way of criti-

cism of the Hon’ble Finance Minister for ke is aware of the state of low esti-
mates and the step-motherly treatment that he has received from the Centre.
As I bave spoken in detajl on this subject both on the floor of this House in
brevious years as well as in the Constituent Assembly, I do not like to repeat
the same thing again. But T am at once with the Hon’ble Minister of Finance
that thf:. country as a whole should impress the Central Government of the
‘ ‘:}étr:“;eklmtglmy of the allocation of income-tax and the export duty on jute, not
| P Ex;or? d?_::r- Just, reasonable and legitimate demand for a share in the excise
o i 1 ¥ on tea, petro] etc. Every lover of the country must be conscious
l Ll'sk §'00my picture of our finances.
First ;Itcl-}gjt'}i,i??’ I suggest On.ly two methods of rehabilitating our finances.
P e indusgtr 1;31;3!4]1( of the income-tax are paid at Galcutta and _London by
Sl bgsio fsds_arn.,-—c_)ur share of those payments are not available to our
Cetre 00 shz Ol distribution of the divisible pool of income-tax—by the
This oo it ﬁred og. Imcome-tax is expected to be over one crore forty lakhs.
e e Or-ncv, Ir, at page 13 of the Memorandum. If we can persuade
Assdm's Even wie ?}111 Coinpel them by some means ionpay their income-tax in
rise upt 16/'9 tores %Npaesmt iniquitous system of allocation, our share may
you allowed anothe ¢ can augment our finances by another crore or more if
The 1o alies I;‘ dlS.tll!Cl’y to be m.stalled in Assam to make foreign liquor.
materials will alsgg get ?—_,i thf]is % ab.ur,dant in Assam an_d gr}(]:.wergz"of thicsefuaw
\ii'on, for Wwe haje ooy nefit. This move cannot be against the spirit of Prohibi-
g

s over’ BHIER R istillery in Assam for country liquor and our Government
1l Be foand it botﬁe as revenue from country hgufﬂ” and spirit. These figures
Curtailment of aon']dgf Page 10 of the Budget mnmal

iitlicated LanE vm‘abl_e expenditure should be vigourously resorted to. I

of reduction in expenditure in my last year’s Budget speech. I
advocat(?r:l the sale of the aeroplanes maintained by Assam Government. I
wonder if those planes have bee, sold, but there is a significant remark at page 25
of the Memorandum to the effect that the aeroplanes “ have been handed
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over to the Government of India . I believe the House would like to know if
the acroplanes have been sold and if so, what they fetched to Assam coffers.
Whereas in the Budget of 1949-50 a sum of Rs.2,91,250 was placed for expenses
of acroplanes, we see that a sum of a lakh of rupees has been shown for this
purpose at page 65 of the Budget. Ifthe aeroplanes are gone, why is this main-
tenance expenditure of a lakh of rupees provided ? We should scrutinise the Gene-
ral Administration Budget carefully to see if there is possibility of reduction of
cxpenditure, as this Head has incrcased from Rs.34,38,000 in 1938-39 to
Rs.66,99,000 in the year 1949 50.

I could say many things about State Transport, but the time is short and as
Mr. Morley has already criticised them in detail, I refrain from analysing the
figures placed before the House. What I want to emphasise is that a gloating
reference of Rupees 19 lakhs as surplus of revenue income over expenditure in the
working of transport would not do, but a regular costing account and the proper
balance-sheet should be prepared to find if any real income is accrued to the State.
( Votces of *“hear” “hear” from the European Membess.) 1 emphasise the word ‘real’.
A surplus in the working does not veveal the true state of affairs. Taking up the
motor transport by Government themselves, they had lost a huge sum, as I
pointed out last year, from the registration fees of motor vehicles ard taxation of
motor vehicles and such other items of revenue. Then the interest charges for
the huge capital sum invested has to be debited to expenditure side before you
can arrive at the proper figure of the net income.

Sir, I have only a few minutes more time and therefore I would not like to
flog a dead horse by criticising the budget figures and the statement provided
by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. I have given chapter and verse for my criticism
already. But I would like to touch on another matter which has found a place
in the long speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. [ will refer to ¢ Settlement .
He has been good enough to tell us that Government have impressed the local
officers the urgent necessity to render help to the landless cultivators in obtaining
settlement of lands. A group of river eroded people from Palashbari side of
Kamrup applied to him for wasteland. He referred them to the Deputy Com-
missioner and the Sub Deputy Collector of Gauhati. These Officers settled them
at Government khas land in Panikhati in the same district. These people after six
months’ labour rendered the lands cultivable, but on the 22nd of February 1950
a mob of between 300 and 400 people belonging to—according to the reports sent
to me—*¢ Nepalis, Kacharis and Rabha tribals >* drove the settlers away and set
fire to their bashas. I draw the attention of the flon’ble Minister of Revenue—
he is also a Minister of Finance—to this state of affairs.

I have heard similar troubles in the northern part of Goal
just now my hon. Friend, Professor Sarwan, has informed me that it ig a f; hat
many new settlers have been forcibly ejected by other raiyats and alact tha
even by ‘faked’ co-operative societies, in Upper Assam AL some F;‘Scs
garh, North Lakhimpur and other places. My Friend, Sriju,t Dalb; ,S’S. n  Dibru-
had taken me to task because I stated that Nepalis are alsq im 1‘1 ingh Lohar,
mob rising. I had not been to the spot but those who represent 3 lcate.d in this
to me along with their representations to the G ed their troubles

] 2 overnment by
letters mentioned *“ Nepalis ** as part of the crowd of agaressors Y telegrams and

In this connection I want to comment on the sou . :
by my Friend, Srijut Harinarayan Barua, nan ely, thé?td\\?cd:lizz%ven o
thing or speak in such a way in the House which would s UL
between communities and communities outside this Chambollse bitter feelings
ments that prices of certain commodities in Pakistan were che oL ‘Factua.l Staé?'
led three hon. Members to criticise we vehemently thag 1 Bav aprer than in kI.n b
rule over that of India. Such twisting of facts and wa ¢ preferred Pakistan

. ; : rper :
desired result and I received this threatening letter by g osi gatIQiOtI;Pth hg}i t%]ii
3 I -

para district, and
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month, probably as a result of the wild and unfounded utterances of those critics,
over the discussions we had here on the 14th. I had been spared so long !)Y
miscreants as my life was not threatened till the 15th though I know some Muslim
leaders of Shillong received such anonymous threatening letters many weeks
ago. I am constrained, therefore, to assume that this threatening of my life and
of all the inmates of my family is a direct outcome of the ¢ Marching Orders ’
that I reccived from the Chief Whip of the Congress Party my Friend—shall I
call him Srijut or Sriman, I think I can call him Sriman—Purna Chandra Sarma.
I propose in the absence of the Hon’ble Chief Minister to hand over this letter
that I received to the Hon’ble Finance Minister for appropriate action he likes to
take. I mentioned about this letter to Sriman Purna Chandra Sarma before we
met here and he advised me to hand it over to the Police. I leave the matter in
the hands of the Hon’ble Finance Minister.

The Hon’ble $rijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: With the envelope also ?

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, everything. This was
posted in Shillong and bears the date 15th—it is typed written and it may be
C?SY to trace the type-writer. It says, ¢ In every walk of your life it is crystal
;Caf that you want to make Assam Pakistan. Be careful. Your life is at stake.
s o WhOIe- family is going to be murdered by us very soon . I have been long
Kldth? public life of this State and in previous years when I was Head of the
an(;nml;tl“iatlon I had received threatening letters but they related to myself alone
thrcantzn? ylhas cver thought of threatening of wiping out the entire family as this
A _Ousmg‘t:tte'r 5ays. People say that I am a religious man ; whether 1 am
cncﬁiy Oforl;]p‘!‘dtgmug I can claim this much that my dealings even with the worst
my days, I :;;e has been one of civility, nobility and fellow feeling. I have run
s thr’cate I&OIt_ care for my life, it will end sooner or later, but for my family
said in the an ke this—probably on very wrong rendering of what has been

I would zuse}:"“’l“ be, Shall_ I say, of the highest ungra tefu]r_lcss.
phasise the tac?tthave Placed this matter before the House but in _order to em-
version. Theret, at whatever we speak here is spread to the town in very garbled
should not s eako_re, ! would request and appeal each hon. Member that we
feelings and I13-nis 1 2 manner without due grounds anything that may rouse ill
Sriman Be]iramcf)nceptmns outside. I had great admiration for my Friend,
Journalism by as, who has espoused a public cause and who has invested in

Y reading out his speech teday before the House—that was sheer

poison and such po; A
Hon’ble Finance %(/}Iisnot?gzlis words were chalienged both by the Chair as well as the

M fOI‘ . 3
here an):i m;g':l'xrs fame to Assam exactly 350 years ago and they lived and died
most Assamese ssam their own country. I am proud to claim myself to Le fore-

Patriot along with those who put the ‘white cap’. Tintend to live

and serve Assam 1n - . *3
¢’ Assam for ever > my humb]e capacity till my last breath—¢ Assamar Jai’,

’ .
sorr},'l;l}::llfg : b;.f s;"J“t BISHNURAM MEDHI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am really
letter wherein his (]:'?ff er of the Opposition has received such an anonymous
1 oo T Il € and the life of his family members has been thrcate'nec]_.
=l b at L will take whatever action possible to trace out the culprit if
it be possible under any circumstances. 1 also entirely agree with him that in
all our talks inside this House we should restrain our speeches in such a way that
o SPCCCheS May not rouse our feeling between community and community,
especially at a time when the country is passing through disorder and the activities
of the anti-social elements are trying to take advantage of the disorder and chaotic
~ondition of the country by spreading false rumours and issuing threatening
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letters. I have heard that in certain villages letters are sent for indulging in
loot, murder and arson with a threat of victimising them in case they fail to join

in these illegal activities. In an atmosphere now prevailing it is the bounden
duty of people of all classes and communities to keep their heads cool and all
join together and co-operate with Government in their efforts to put down this dis-
orderly act. In this effort I expect whole-hearted co-operation from all corners
of the House and the public outside. I am feeling very bad indeed that I have
not been able to 1un from this place to meet all these rowdy elements and
offer my life in sacrifice for the peace of the country. As the hon. Members
know that we do not believe in so many words in violence, violence ; can only be
quclled by non-violence. Now the country has been overtaken by panic and
ill-feeling. Most of them get panic-stricken and run away from their homes
instead of defending their life and property. Itis our bounden duty to remove
that panic, we must create confidence among the minds of citizens. A handful
of disorderly men taking advantage of the situation is creating disorder by
spreading panic in the country. So I appeal to the hcn. Members that they are
not overtaken by this panic and we must prevent this panic. We are pledged to
a democratic life by giving protection to every one irrespective of caste and creed.
It is no use abusing Pakistan Government because Pakistan do not believe in
secular State, they believe in religious State, we do not believe in that. Merely
because Pakistan doss something illegal and improper, is it deirable for us to
follow them ? In view of the circumstances it is no good finding fault with others.
It should be our duty to try to establish peace and order in the country so that
a handful of men taking advantage of the situation may not create disorder in
such a way. With these few preliminary words I would like now to go into the
matter that has been referred to in connection with "general discussion of the
Budget. I have already assured Maulavi Md. Saadulla that we would take what-
ever steps possible under the circumstances, but I may incidentally mention that
I used to receive such letters almost daily sometime after I was called upon to
take charge of this oflice and many of these anonymous letters threatening my
life T used to tear and throw them in waste paper basket. However one such
letter was left on the table, most probably it was sent along with other letters to
office where from it was'sent to the police. Police however could not trace out the
cuiprit. I am quite sure that Maulavi Muhammad Saadulla will never treat this
anonymous fletter seriously. This must be the action of irresponsible person,
there is no doubt about it, and the culprit, if found out, will be dealt with accord-
ing to law. I assure Maulavi Muhammad Saadu.]]a that he will get all necessary
protection from the Government against any violence or threat of violence.

Before going into the Budget in detail I would like to reply to a few questions
that have been raised in regard to seitlement operation. I did not receive any
report whatsoever that some people were driven out and their houses were being
burnt. We have not received any representation u_:hatsocvcr, but I may assure
that persons found guilty will be punished according to law. (Maulavi Muham-
mad Saadulla—It was 22nd of February.) Any party aggrieved by order of
eviction or order of Revenue officer not issuing Patras, will however have to
move the Deputy Commissioner, or [ribunal, i.e., the High Court.

With regard to Government wxroplanes the recurring expenditure was found to
be very heavy. We wrote to the Government of India, even before the last
Budget Session and the Government of India agreed to receive the aeropianes
and maintain them till disposal of the ’planes. The ‘Planes were made over to
the Government of India on the condition that they would maintain them and
sell them to the suitable purchaser. I think both the ’planes are undergoing
repairs at Bangalore. After the thorough _repairs of both the *planes and the
receipt of the necessary certificate, Civil Aviation Department will fix the price
of both the ’planes. In case we consider the price to be insufficient we shall have
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the option of taking back thc acroplanes on payment in the cost of repair. The
price has not yet been fixed.

Regarding the State Transport business—I quite agree with Mr. Morley as
well as the Hon. Leader of the Opposition that a balance sheet showing
the amount of investment, interest charge, depreciation should be prepared
to ascertain the actual profit and loss accounts. The amount invested as
well “as depreciation and interest or capital invested, ectc., will have to
be f.:akcn into consideration. Other incidental charges, for instance, regis-
tration fees, permit fees, etc., should also be taken into consideration. I have
already directed the Department to prepare a proper balance sheet. The
balance sheet will have to be audited by the Comptroiler, and after it has been
audited by him it will be placed before the House, and then only the House
will be in a position to see the exact position of the State Transport business.
The Revised Budget regarding State Transport as usual is prepared from the
figures of receipt and expenditure between April and September. This period
1s the most slack period and the income is always less. On basis of these six
months the Revised Estimate is prepared and does not represent the true
picture of the working of Shillong-Gauhati portion of the State Transport
completed one year on the 3lst December 1949 and I informed the House
from the latest available figures that this section carned about 19 lakhs
after deducting total dircct expenditure. The Dibrugarh portion commenced
only from 1st of October 1949, and that portion was not taken into consideration
at the time of the preparation of the Revised Estimate. That is why I wanted
to give thc HOLISE the information from the latest available ﬁgures. 1 gave the
figures from the receipt and cxpenditure up to 31st December, 1949, i.e., for
complete one year of the Shillong-Gauhati Road. '

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition has expressed grave doubts about
the help that has been expected from the Government of India as I stated in my
iUC!get speech.  In the Budget we have calculated 34 lakhs as the receipt under
br_tlcle 275 of the Constitution to be received from the Government of India
Sﬁilng the excess of expenditure over the revenues for the administration of the
ofgtﬁgtlﬂ(:q Dlst.rlcts. I will just read cut th= relevant portions of my speech and
S 'fi ter which we have received from the Government of India in regard to
ar ad‘di?. The letter was received by us on the 12th_ March, 1 stated this:
e tJ.cmbto such development schemes, Assam is entitled, under the same
eai O(c‘)th ¢ _paid out of the Cionsolidated Fund of India as grants-in-aid to the
iy e State of Assam sum (capital and recurring) equivalent to the
e ess ofexpendnurc over the revenue during the. two cgt!cndcr years
e admipiif"tprqcedmg the commencement of the Constitution 1in respect of
e t;a 1r{atmn of the Tribal Areas specified in the Schedule VI which
o ReBI $.34 lakhs.” OFf course accordmg_ to their estimate now it comes
akh necessars' fIhavc also stated that we are entitled to a further sum of 30
B 1’)1, or financing the continuance of the development schemes already

; 1 the anproval of the Government of India. This claim has also been
a}‘l—'cept‘i] by the Government of [ndia, but they say that the figure may be less
than that given in my speech. The amounts, however, are to be determined by
the _Comptroll?rj after verification of amounts. Further I said, “thcse two
amounts are likely to he increased by Rs.46 lakhs in case the cost of construction
of the portion Of_Jowai-Haﬂong_silchar Road falling within scheduled areas is
takt_:n ’l)nto consideration at the time of calculation of the amount under the
Article™. Undcr Article 275, Government of India is bound to pay the amount
spent on this road failing in the tribal areas. I will now read the relevant
portion to show that the Government of India have substantially accepted my con-
tention.

“I am directed to invite attentjon to the request made to the Government
of India by the Government of Assam for financial assistance to tide over their

>



. the capitalist and labour, and by non-violent means to
\\evolution of the society contemplated by Maha[maji,
‘neced ultimately for the Police and each individual
‘Work for the good of all without hampering others and

1950] BUDGET DISCUSSION 187

budgetary difficulties and to state that the Government of India have decided
that they would be prepared to assist the Assam Government in all by a sum
of Rs.1 crore in 1950-51. This sum will be inclusive of the statutory liability
of the Government of India for the areas specified in the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution and will be made available to the Government of Assam. Under
Article 275 of the Constitution, the liability of the Government of India would
include (a) the average excess of expenditure over the revenues during the two
years imimediately preceding the commencement of the Constitution in respect
of the administration of the Tribal Areas specified in Part A of the Table
appended to paragraph 20 of the Sixth Schedule and (4) the costs of such
schemes of development as may be undertaken by Assam with the approval of
the Government of India for the purposc of raising the level of administration of
the said areas to that of the administration of the rest of the areas of that State.
It is understood that a sum of Rs.30 lakhs represents the average excess of
expenditure over the revenues...in respect of the administration of these areas and
that an average sum of Rs.24 lakhs had been spent on development schemes in
these areas in the past.”

But according to our calculation, in both cases the amount will be much
more. In the former case itis more than Rs.31 lakhs and in the latter case it is
30 lakhs and it may be more because many of the expenditure are debited after
several months. I am quite sure that this amount will have to be paid by the
Government of India. The expenditure on the Shillong-Jowai Road which is
included in the Scheduled districts and which amounts to Rs.46 lakhs will also
have to be paid by the Government of India. We have issued a separate letter
with regard to that. We have not received any intimation from the Government
of India and I am sure the Government of India will have no other alternative
but to accept this amount.

If thesc amounts are accepted, in that case the deficit will come to about
11 lakhs and that 11 lakhs also will disappear if we take into consideration the
fact that there are Rs.35 lakhs under the Contingency Fund, provided in the
Budget, But some amount may not bs spent. The Budget isnot at all a
deficit one ifall these factors are taken into consideration. As a matter of fact
it is a surplus Budget (Applause).

As regards the main points that have been raised in‘ the _course of the dis-
cussion, I will try to be as brief as possible. The time is almost finished.
Mr. Morley has examined the budget proposal entirely from the point of view
of a capitalist and industrialist, but he has not tried to sce the
from the point of view of the Congress Party mspgcd _by the ideq
violence and truth with the ultimate object of estabhshmg_ a soci
the capitalist and industrialist will not only cease to exploit the 5
other hand voluntarily surrender their surplus for the good of the labour and the
rich will not only cease to exploit the poor, but willingly place their wealth for the
good of the poor and the needy and community at Iargc for the benefit of the com-
munity as a whole and all will work together acccgrdlpg to their capacity for the
¢ommon good of all. Such being the ultimate objective, e consider it our duty
to make the utmost endeavour to work in such a way as to bripe in gt
ment between the apparently conflicting interests, between thbf_‘, fich and pJoor,

work gradually for the
where “there will be no
Comprising the society will
doing nothing to injure
As a member of the
¢ expenditure on Police
ideal is that we must

udget proposal
| based on non-
al order wkere
bour, but on the

others by their action. This is the ultimate object.
Government I do not say that I am going to reduce th
whea'the country is passing through a disorder. But our
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cial services and welfare work and reduce that
d ultimatcly to do away with any expenditure
comes up to that standard.. Our
taxing the rich and the capitalist,
same for the service and betterment
ckward for not getting facilities

increase the expenditure on so
on the administration of Police an
on the latter when the society develops and
present aim, therefore, is to raise money by

who can afford to pay, and to utilisc the

of the poor and needy and those who are ba
for development duc to no fault of theirs. When socicty will develop-to the

ideal standard no taxation will be necessary. People will come forward
voluntarily, through their representatives, and surrender their surplus money for
the benefit of the society as a whole. Sir, Mr. Morley was saying that no
taxation measure was introduced by any of the provinces in the current year.
He referred particularly to the provinces of Bengal, Madras and Punjab. But he
forgot that Bengal raised its level of taxation to the highest figure only last ycar.
Madras raised it several years earlier. But we did not raise our ratcs last year be-
cause there was a firm promise from the Government of India that we would get
the entire amount from the Government of India So, we wanted to treat thesc as
our reserved sources to raise money whenever necessary. Now, Sir, we sce that the
Government of Irdia is in great difficulty, we cannot, like Mr. Sarwan, consider
c_)ml-sc!vcs as isolated from the rest of India. He is a gentleman who lises in an
ﬁﬁ:atcg a;mfl)fp_hcre_and cannot sec the connection between us and the rest of
Indifnogxfi iving in India. But, Sir, we must rcalise that the object of the
e commoclzn and the component States is the same, and that is the good of
lfcng ﬁn"tncr'n?ré' %nd to that end we must work together.  When the Centre
st oi‘t(hnslad'ﬁl‘mcu!tlcs we cannot lock on like spectators doing nothing.
R com-cc i_l iculties, as I have already stated clearly in my Budget Speech,
e e ratorward with p}*oposals not for fresh taxation, but only to
LAt been “a5se es of certain existing taxcs. I may refer Mr. Morley to what
higher. Mr. M H} Blha.r where the rate of agncultural_ income-tax is much
fhennro ety C;T ey will thus see that the Tea Industry is more fortunate here
Proaeal ﬁ'orr}: rts of the country. Had Mr. Morley cared to see the Budget
money on Educa(t)‘ur angle he would have appreciated why we are spending more
ment that the ex lon, Medical help and Civil Works. He accused the Govern-
et on e inizc_ﬂfﬂlturc on Medical, Civil Works including communication and
straining 1o State lﬁcascd by 60 per cent., 180 per cent. and 93 per cent. causing
proposals from th nance. But had Mr. Morley cared to look into the budgetary
a capitalist, he € point of view of the common man, and not that ol
money or f‘:ducat\‘vomd have apprccl'ate(ii why we were spz_:n(hng‘ so much
trend of his Criti~l'0n and Communication and Medical relief. The whole
spending  more cism of the Budget is that the Government have been
expenditure as wOflkog‘:Y on welfare departments and that the increasc 1
93 per cent, Mc out by him shows that hdgc,tlon'alonc comes up to
During the c:c,>urseedlcaI 60 per cent., and Civil Works 180 per cent.
increase on these 2 ‘?f the debate, he nil.ust have seen that in spite of such
tion, Medical he] ;Emcr[tln,cl}tS, even Mr. Sarwan wants more money on Educa-
part in the dCbatE HH Civil Works, not to speak of the other Members who took
crying hoarse for ;n ¢ has heard the hon. Members from different quarters
country where the )OTC money on welfare works. Mr. Morley comes from a
fully réalise the CHCICflantage of literacy 1s almost cent. per cent. ; he cannot
social elements tak‘o the appalling 1ll}tera'cy in our country anc} how the anti-
trouble and creats Ing advantage of this illiteracy, are trying to foment
the Government v I_Chaos aud. disorder in the country. He forgets that
e f.v uch was ruling the country for more than 150 ycars
‘ i ster of power was working only as Policc State, collec-
ting revenuc and spending money in arming the Police to put down even
non-violent and constructive efforts for attainment of Independence. Under

~
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such a Government during the period education was only imparted to prepare
a few assistants for running the administration and to fll up a few minor jobs to
help them in the administration. The practical result of such a policy followed
by that Government was that even after 150 years of British rule only 10 to 12
per cent. of the people could barely sign their names. At this rate it would take
more than 300 years before we could expect to raise the level of literacy to cent,
per cent.  He will appreciate the difficulty of pursuing such a policy in the new
set-up alter the attainment of complete Independence and declaration of India
as a Sovereign Democratic Republic. With the introduction of adult franchise
we cannot afford to allow our electorate to remain ignorant ol their responsibility,
and we consider it our dutly to make them literate and impart them sufficient
social education within the shortest possible time so that they may wisely exercise
their right of franchise and take intelligent view of their own Government, and
they may be prevented from being misled by the anti-social elements for their own
ends to create disorder and chaos in the country.

Under the Government of India Act when the Executive was irresponsible,
it might not have been possible to prepare the Budget on the expectation of the
grants and help from the Centre. But in the new set-up of things, when the
ultimate purpose of the Constitution is the betterment of common man and the
objectives: of the Union and the States are identical for achieving all-round
progress to improve the standard of living of the common man, with a view to
give him a contented and healthier life free from want and disease, it is not
unreasonable to expect that Assam will receive a fair deal and adequate financial
help and to base our budget proposals on such expectations. I do not consider
it wrong to base our budget proposals on such legitimate expectations but at the
same time we must appreciate the Centre’s difficulties and must not embarrass
the Centre when the whole country is passing through a financial crisis due
to various reasons stated in my Budget speech and my expectation has
turned out to be true, as will “appear from the contents of the letter that
I have received from the Government of India. Several Members spoke
about retrenchment. I have stated in my Budget speech at page 19 that I have
saved to the tune of Rs.1,265 thousand by retrenching over 1,083 persons.
Mr. Halim was telling me that only lower grade officers were discharged, but
I invite him to come and see that a large number of gazetted officers also were
retrenched and when he scrutinises, his iron heart will also melt. Besides, I have
already stated that Government propose to explore the avenue of economy and to
reduce expenditure after the Budget Session. I shall take up this matter
after the Session (Budget) is over, with a view to find money for the improvement
of rural areas for extending the benefits vnder the rural developmeut scheme,
In view of the chaotic conditions prevailing in the country, it is the bounden
duty of all of us to go to the villages and to encourage them not to be panicky
and try to create confidence in the minds of all who may be asked to give uI;
fear and be brave. ;

Now, as regards other points, I will briefly state that the reason
the variation is due to preparation of budget an estimate on the ex
Post-war Reconstruction grant of Rs.7 crores 78 lakhs and the expe
same amount whereas we got only 160 lakhs and therefore had to red
diture on these projects accordingly. We got the letter from the Cen
dle of the year, we had naturally to adjust our budget, and therefo
ce our expenditure on these projects. In Revised we estimated g ;
Rs.27 lakhs whereas actuals came to Rs.32 lakhs only. The variat;
in a budget of over 9 crores of rupee shows a high degree of acey
ase of closing balance from 441 lakhs to 2 crores and 21 lakhs is d
sactions, about which accurate forecast is not possible specially du
money had to be translerred because some deposits of persons

S to explain
Pectations of
nditure of the
uce our expen-
tre in the mid-
re, had to redu-
‘evenue deficit of
cn of only 5 lakhs
racy. The decre-
ue to capital tran-
e to Partition some
who have gone to
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Pakistan had to be disbursed. As a matter of fact, this sum was not spent in 1:116
revenue expenditure. The surplus or the deficit is worked out on revenue receipt
and expenditure. . ;

Other small variation pointed out by Mr. Morley has been fully explained in
the Budget Memorandum.

The grant from the Centre was Rs. 2 crores, 70 lakhs, but the revised amount
was about Rs. 1 crore, 60 lakhs. Before receiving this letter of cutting the grant
by the Government of India, I took timely precaution to puta brake to t.hﬂ‘
expenditure, and as soon as I received the letter from the Government of India,
the brake was almost perfect and I succeeded in checking the expenditure. The
revised budget however was increased by about 15 lakhs 66 thousand, The additio-
nal variation in the revised normal budget was over 71 lakhs in rececipt and about
61 lakhs in the expenditure.

Mr. Morley’s criticism about Textile, about which I have received latest
figures upto February, 1950, and I will try to make the position clear. In the
Budget recovery was shown as 2 crores 67 lakhs but from the figures that I have
received upto the end of February, actual recovery comes upto Rs.2,87,905
thousands but, unfortunately, the stock in hand which amounts to about 93 lakhs
was not shown in the Budget through overs'ght, because the stock was distributed
in different places, extending from the Lushai Hills to the Sadiya Frontier. In the
meantime, we have requested the Comptroller to have a special audit and to give
us a balance sheet of this Textile account and on receipt of the balance sheet
and stock verification report we will be in a position to know the actual picture of
the textile transactions.

. For want of time it is not possible for me to go into the details of the various
grievances raised by the hon, Members of their respective constituency. But I
can assure my hon. Friends that all those grievances will be taken into conside-
ration by the respective Ministries, consistent with the availability of funds.

I congratulate Shri Bhadra Kanta Gogoi who showed extraordinary courage
to face the armed dacoits empty handed. I am sure if others will emulate his
example and be brave we would succeed in preventing dacoities and crimes of
this nature, I am however sorry to say that he makes very general and vague
remarks against Government servants without caring to bring any specific instances
tojthe notice of the Government, 1 may inform him that without specific allega-
tll(l)n It 1s not possible for Government to enquire into such indefinite and vague
lf-lnset‘gatllon_ . 2Y Vague allegation he tried to injure _thc rc]?utauon.of o infant

suiution like the” Medical College. I read a portion of the University Com-
E{SSIOH S report consisting of gem]cbmen like Sir A. Lakshmanaswai Mudaliar, and
- o N Banerjee which will show how this Medical College is one of the best
T grOWing in India,
cxpcdiﬁgflSCommissiop feels that the authorities should be congratulated on tlﬁe

fair] .o Manner in which these conversions have bcen effected and on the
oz?:hy Séh!sfactory temporary arrangements that huve been made for the location

S lege Iaboratorics, lecture rooms etc.”

It will appear that this Medical College is one of the best colleges in India.
The new Institution jg growing rapidly and to discredit such an institution on
vague information apq without specific instances is not at all fair, and is not fair
to Goven:nme_m Or to the public at large. The Government are not in a position
to enquire finto the allegations or kthings of that sort u: less the Government get
any specific allegation against the College authorities.

“In another respect, the managernent have done wisely in securring on a
temporary basis the services of very experienced Professors to man the several
Departments of the College. These Senior officers who have just retired have
bheen taken on g five-year contract, and the wide experience that they had of
Medical education and in organising the respective Departments have been fully
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utilised in the development of this College, and much of the success must be
attributed to the efforts of the Senior officers.”

“In our opinion, this College though one of the youngest, has already
advanced to such an extent that it can very well hope to be a College based on
sound lines of development, and we once again wish to say that the administration
has been wise in selecting Senior professors on a temporary basis to organise and
man the several Departments’’.

In view of this, and in view of the fact that the institution is in its infancy,
I do not say that there is no scope for improvement and that the working is
faultless. If any specific allegation is brought to the notice of the Government,
I am sure, the Government will take it into consideration and make full enquiry
to ascertain facts for taking suitable action.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Sir, on a point of information.
Is Mr. Gogoi a member of the Advisory Council of the Medical College ? °

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: No, he is not there.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHY: Then Sir, Srijut Harinarayan
Barua has referred to the Village Defence Party. If we all go into country-side
and organise Village Defence Part.ies, just ‘as in_Jorhat, I think, it will go a
great way, and the Government will always consider what help and encourage-
ment can be given to such voluntary peace brigade. In view of the
difficulties in the country we are ready to provide money for equipping
the police with arms and also provide good vehicles for organising the
Police Force, as a matter of fact, we have, in the meantime, sanctioned money

e purpose.

25 tl}\g prcgm'ds Anti-Corruption Branch, we have a§ked _rhe Department to
prepare 2 scheme and Gm'crnr‘ncnt flfler con.'fldcratlop will  sanction
necessary money for the purpose. The I?ohce Force, in the circumstances, will
have to be organised with modern equipment so that they can deal with the
situation that is prevailing in _the country. In these eﬂ.‘orgs, I hope, the
hon. Members will always help us in quelling disorder and stabilising peace and
tranquillity in the country. I do not propose to go into any further
detail on the subject, as my time is up to 4 P.M.

Srijut Harinarayan Barua alsp stated that we have askf:C! t_he Deputy Com-
missioner to co-opt the Chairman of the Tea Association in the Land
Advisory Committee in ‘cormection with requisition of surplus tea grants etc.
There is nothing wrong in consulting thf-'ﬂ}- Govc1'n1nent should see that they
have utilised the land for the purpose for which 1t was granted to them and also see
that they have provided land to the actual cultwattors amongst the tea garden
labourers. There is the Land Settlement Advisory Committee consisting of
several members. We want to grow democracy, the _Advisory Committee should
consist of the Deputy Commissioner who can get th}: views of Tea Industry as well
as other members and will make recommendation to the Government in the
matter of settlement of land in the surplus tea grant land. In case they feel aggri-
eved they can appeal to Government for redress of their grievances. There
is provision in this behalf in the Act itself. In case however if there be any difficulty
in working the Act we are prepared to remove the difficulty when brought to the
notice of the Government. Iam quite sure, the representative of the Tea Industry
will inquire into the allegation that has been made by Srijut Barua that a large num-
ber of officers in tea gardens have been allotted land to set up a Zeminderi. The
representatives of the Tea Industry have no objection to the requisition and acquisi-
tion of surplus 'land in the tea .gard.cn grants, but they insisted that they should
be given a hearing before requisitioning any land. I hope the Tea Industry will see
that the land is not settled with undesirables, but with such persons i.e., labours
who are actual cultivators and will grow more food and thereby give a éhance of
supplementary occupation to garden labourers,



i92 BUDGET DISCUSSION [17ri Mar. 1950.]

‘With these few words, I would like to resume my seat. I hope I have been
able to give replies to the main points as far as possible that have been raised in
the debates on the Budget discussion. I would now request the hon. Members to
consider the Budget proposal dispassionately.

Srijut HARINARAYAN BARUA: sfafiy weidfe oledtar, 72 @20H
(I SIT—CFTo1 W2THICZ @ Afieia ceasts e ifigl FI6ET Teas {4l [
Sifiets St i g, ezl a1 e sEae qa f{w |

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: 35 w2 (sl | Setile-
ment I F4MF tFm |

Srijut. HARINARAYAN BARUA: wtaffy 7iefdfe  sfedla, arF bl
T AU AT B TR Az A0 wifw eaiea | 98 @9l TR o
92 AEBIAT 9a7e  Home Guard saz 477 Fiis ficawl waia e
fAtasm =f7ata | : ;

The Howble the SPEAKER : wfly fas7dl  wlefmiz  wfiats 99
et |

‘The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Home Guard ics fi 4
ek A 12 Act @ Provision Ffqtg (1 Deputy Commissioner 7%= I¥
SUbd‘VISiOHal Officer wata fort bt sfipala aafe 27 Home Guard =
recall /& itz | @t pecal] F3| Al 77 Government = wifi faea
Government « sy o1z i 3f% fo feacyy Fante cledtate @ifz AAME |
e S SO A0 e ads e w790 CadAT oiR (52
Fl Felr am #G@ Aics o2 o Awatom wfEE o i

! T3 95l Problem wify warzan wfzq cafaica | sta & el

af7 Village Defence Committee 4157 %41 27 Ui ©fAtF organise a1 27,
fffrlﬂﬁmonty community 7 379 confidence create 73 771 ata, (sfedl
1 HIS IM 1S @F 9ifRfe 17 35 2w qfm 72 fFgE w1 92 FE
j;g? qﬁ}lﬂome Gll_ard FCICF 7ifsq atfelq, f/iﬁfTs Azl FIeE AR organise
L% village defenoa. foroe f& Stca Aceism wfaa Aifx @ [0

SCTIOE IR B Bl i o 3 s s o |

sion TEZ’\?IHOF?ble the SPEAKER : There are two other items left for discus-
fiaish the::'yt know the opinion of the House whether we should sit longer to
T ‘take the WO 1tems ?  (Several yoices - No, Sir, itisalready 4-30 p..) May
+ take the opinion of the Hon’ble Tieader of the Gbposition ?

Maulavi Saj

id M — : ; Qv wants to'speak
on them mmorrm}’l UHAMMAD SAADULLA: Ifany body wants to sp

v, they might do so. Now it is already 4-30 p.mM,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well.

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 ar. on Saturday, the 18th March
1950. ‘
SHILLONG ! R. N. BARUA,
The 4th May, 1950, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assan.




