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The House met at 9 AM of the clock
in the Assembly chamber at Dlspur with . Shri Prlthlbr
Majhi Speaker in the chair.

Mr. Speaker :— The Honourable Members present, the Governor
©is addressmg us today at 9. 08 A M He is arnvmg in

~ the Mam porch of the Assembly Prerguses at 9.05 A, M

- Myself the Chmf Mlmster and the Secretary Wlll be gomg

“to receive him at the Porch The mstructlons asto how

the Govemor is to be recerved in the House have been

o ldid'on’éach Membeér’s table. As soon as the ‘Governor
L . - "+ arrives ih the House: Ithmk, we should comply with these "+
?’ - ifisfructions. In the meantrme the’ address w111 be dr's- "~

‘tribiuted to the Members. With your permission, iiow i

-_ leave the House to recewe the Governor at the mam -
"- ':'*porch L I . W f- BN : :’-".\

..... B . R a~.

B (Mr Speaker then leaves the house to Teceive Hon’ble
Govemor alongwrth Hon’ble Chlef Mrmster and Secretary Assa?l
Leglslahve Assembly) o

R P A e L I -lu St
) (The I;Iop’ble Govemor arrived in the House accompas -
med by Hon’ble Speaker, Honble CHief Minister-and- Secrétary, : -,
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Assam legislative assembly and the National Anthem was played after
the. Honble Governor Occupied his-aHoted chair everybody took

their respective seats.)

Mr. Speaker I'now feqiiest the Honourable Govemor to address
' the Housé: ' o h

Sleipe

'Hon’ bfe Govemor M: Speaker and Hon’ble MembersA

of the Leglslatlve Assembly,

1 am delighted to add.ress this August House on the
occasion of the Budget Sess1on 2003 of the cleventh Assam
Legislative Assembty 1 take th1s opportumty to extend my greetings
and good w1shes to alI the Hon’ble Members I hope that through
forwarcf from one rmlestone to another

v . Twentyone months ;tgo w!ren my Govemment came to
power wn‘.h a massrve .mandate 1t inherited a multitude of problems -
accompanied by an empty coffer. While the problem of under
development was assummg .Alarming proportions, a severe financial
crisis was restnctmg th? cqpaclty of the Government to intervene
effectively through planned: development. With the problems oflaw
agricultural productlwty, neghgtble coverage of arable land under
multiple cropping and mdustnal backwardness, the rate of capltal
formation in Assam was low. The consequent unabated mcrease in
unemployment was a matter of serious concern for us not only for‘ A
its impact on the quality of life of our people but also-for its potentlal .
for fuelling insurgency. To add to these problems the issues of
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8overnance like, ftrénsbafer.léyf in g’dverﬁméht‘ﬁiﬁéﬁémhg, decentrali-
Sation, people's participation and corruption left much to be desired.
My Goveriment s takem a e of steps 10 s
thlsdec]me; It hastaken posﬁ:we stebs to augment 1t:stax collectlons
by 'ef:hs:}i‘r'ing‘b‘e:ttéf compliance andw1demng of ;hetax baseZ Thq _
tax base has been enlarged by bringing in all potentlaldealersalnd
asse%sees .through 'intéhﬁi\f;é and extenswesurv,eys Stnct ’ penal’
Measures have been initiated against tax défaulters, As a consequence
there has been a significant increase of its tax revenues. To ensure
th»?%f- available Tesources are conserved for spending on development
Schiemes, it has adopte 2 mumber of qusterity measures. To supplement
lt& Flan resources ﬁg@pq: steps have been - taken . to..avail more:
resottoes under Central Soctor Schemes anunder the Non Lapsabl
700} of Central Resaurces. Funds have alap boen obfained. undey.
1o Pritme Ministers Package fo the North East. Iniative has sl
oo areL s from b “unding Agencies like the .
fian Development Bank and the World Bagk,

beenftakéﬁito avail funds ﬁ'om Mulﬁlatera! :

Yoot
AR I

vent

) Ef.fectiv:e._step& have also been taken to. ensure gy -
available development funds are spent properly. Peoples:particigation,
has beep actively promoted in divers areas of development activities, ..
Civil Society Organisa_t_ions have been encouraged and ir;volied: more )
deeply in the proceés of development. ,'I’hq .Raijor P: ulit Raijor, -
Squar programme has been vigorously promoted to make the
Govemment acoouritable and transparent as well as to address the,
grievarides of the people eﬁﬁéndiﬁc;usiy.: T e
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originally targeted for 2007, has now been preponed to be completed
within the next year My Government j is committed to detect and’
deport 111egal lmmlgranfs under the provisions of law. At the 'same

timeé it will be’ ensured the there 1s'no harassment to genulne
Indian citizens.

' Hill ‘Areas™"

" My Govemnment'is committed to the need to accelerate
the'pate ‘of development it the Hill Aras. It is alss committed to
devolve nedéssary powers ‘and fuilds to the: Autonomous Councils
for enabling this development, Tt has transferred the functioning of
30 sectors 1 the Autorioors Councils along with the Staff. To ensure’

that avaﬂablhty of finds' do not become a constramt thére is a systf?m .

ofhalfyearly release of ﬁmds for schemes relatmg to the transferfed
Départments: =~ e -

My Government seeks to conserve the ﬁ-aglle enVlI'On’
mient and ecology of the hill districts. Important progarimes under
implementation i this respect dre the Intbgrated Thutriia Developrhent
Programime and the Watershed Development Project for Shifting
Cultivation Ateas. The Pradhan Manth's Gramodaya Yo; ana is also
under lmplementatlon mteraha for prowdmg safe drmkmg water,
connectivity to unconnected villages primary Healtt coverage nnTuraI
areas and unlversahsatlon of primary educatlon '

B Shn Jagat Smg Engtl, , L Slr, what about AutonO“
mous State Till date your Govt.. has not taken any step. Here in
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Your address nothing has been mentioned. e y

" Hon’blé Goverrior's “You have enough opporinuty to
have clarificd this issue (Then Hon’ble Minister Sri Engti*$tagéd
Walk-out from the House, ;i +.s:

Rt RN
- Welfare.of SC, ST. & Backward  Classes
' *My Governmerit is committéd'to spéed up thé activities
for the welfari of SC, ST asnd OBC comrunities i the Stafir'a
number of schemes are preseritly- under‘implemeéntation‘arid iv wily
b€ our éndeavour to ensiire full utifisatigi /£ finds Féleased by the

Govethrnent of Fadia for suich Schiethes: =~ 1+ bohis.

S S LA CHUTITET 4 repng wo
with the signing of the' Memorandum ‘of Settlement-

béMéen the Government loi' Indla,th;mSita:tz: Gov:smment ‘and the
Bodo Libératiofi Tigers]'a'Bodoland Tetritorial Gouricil will be created
within the arbit of th riddifid Sixiti Schedule of the Constitution
of ‘Idia i’ order t - iccilerate kg ‘dévelopridhit “précess e
Settléent Will provide Rill protebtio t6tHé Tight¥4nd Hivilepes sf
the non tribals livitys ifl the Bodolanid Territosial Cotmieil dres: as
enjoyed by them at the time of signing of the Settlement.

All efforts: will bemade tq €psure that the Autonomous

gqundlscreated ln( the l?lainh q;stricts of the §tate be(;?ple effective
AR BT CYY L TS e e LS S L 2 T4 .

tools for the deyelq i an m

5T S oBment of the tribal people d that they get full

owers 1o decide the; ‘
P2 121G38e heir oy course of development

L

13 onn e A

bt MyGovernments, vigorously pursning with the Gavems



8 GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 26th Feb

ment of India to accord the status of Schedules Tribes to the Koch-
Rajbonshi, Tea & ex-Tea Garden, Ahom, Chutia, Motak and Moran
communities. ) ‘
Minorities Development
- My Government is deeply committed to improving the
socio-economic conditions of the people living in char areas. A
number..of ,s‘ch_emes:,hav,e been taken up.to improve. their socio-
economic conditions. Schemes are also being taken up for the welfare
. of minorites through the z}ssarq Minorities Development Board: Loans
" are being provided to people belonging to the notified minorities by
the Assam Mmontles Development & Fmance Corporatlon The
survey and settlement of Chrar Areas 1s bemg pursued expendmously

I NS0

TR The Assam Board of Wakf ’has been constituted and it
is propo,sed to constitute a Wakf Tribunal in Assam. The setting up
of a Minority Commission is under consideration. My Government
has also constituted a Cabinet Sub-Committee to examine the matter
of granting ba"k"‘{?‘fd class status to. the Muslims. |

'-«'De‘volopme‘n“t of Women -

My Government is comrmtted to providing equal status
and opportunity to women in all areas. We fully support the
reservation of seats for them in the Bidhan Sabhas and the Lok Sabha.
Schemes are being taken by us to ensure that their econimmic situation
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improves and that they do not suffer disabilities in society. due to

their gender, Schemes for their welfare are also under implementation:

Action is also being taken to ensure their active involvement in

participatory bodies. . - . B T LA Ty

Agriculture. ot s

In a primarily agrarian ééoﬁbtﬁy, agnculture continues to
be the'tnost important core area for prometing acceléfated economic
development in the State For this purpose my Govemment has taken
up schemes to-provide Tedquired mﬁastructure to the fanners irlcredse
production: ‘through multlple cropping and- trahsform dry land’ mto

'cultlvable‘land Tractori:.,"Power Tillers and Sha’llow tube ‘Wells are

being provided to the fartners’ intéralid, vtider ARIASP to'improve
the available infrastriicture“4nd facilitate muluple cropping. Seed
Villages forthe produchon of certified high yéilding: vanety seéeds have

béeri created in all the AEO circies. For the' transformaﬁon of diy

land'into cultivable land, 203 ﬁrmects:covenng 500 hectares each

have been identified for developmenit under the National Watershed
Development Project for Ralnfed Area dunng the 10* Plan:™

My Government has 1ajg- éniphasis on the extension of

credit to the farmers. Short-term crop loan js being extended through

' the Kishan Credit Card scheme. Atthe j 1nmat1ve of-my' Govsmment

30,325 Kishan Credit Cards have been issued. This scheme is gammg
popularity-among the small and marginal farmers of the State gnd
action is being taken to expand its area of opgration further. Under
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more cold storages in the State.

&~-.Thez-§har~ﬁ‘x@a.s. in tt,xe.St,;\te‘ have been identified as
potential areas for the cultivation of pulses and oilseeds. With this
end in view. a programme hag been formulated for the production
of pulses and oilseeds in such areas, Under the Technology Mission
on Horticulture schemeg have ‘b"een. taken 4

up for the expansion of
area-under

‘Banana, Cashew, Orange, Floricyltyre; Arecanut and
Spice cultivation. To, QOmmezggialise the spices sector in Assam, my
Govemment has declared the current year as the Spices Year. Thirty-
Five Rapid Multiplication Units of Black Pepper have been establjshed
for the production of Black peppr in large-quantities.

Elite varieties
of Ginger.have been introduced to make the State Self-Sufficient in
ginger. . . IR Gt

' i}:ﬁg@ﬁon

Againist ‘an “estimated irrigation potential of 27 lakh
hectares irf the State,’so far the Irrigation Departrhent has taken up
schemes achieving coverage of 6.62. lakh hectares: These jnclude
works relating to ten major and medium irrigation projects and 1229

mirior irrigation schemes, which are continuing. Though-our State has
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‘not been- able to take'full benefit of schemies under Acceleraied )
Irrigation Benefit Progfamme (AIBP) due to paucity of resources,

irrigation schenies under other programmes like, ARTASP and the
Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources are in progress. -

el e
ALTEL T,

e " Animal Husbandry & Vetermary

ST I IRV roe r HETeRen

My Govemment has taken up vanous schemes t'or

augmentatlon of rmlk, meat and egg productlgn to cater to the growmg
T

demand for protem of animal ¢ ongm Under ARIASP prO_]eCtS are

TR T

bemg taken up to’ mcrease milk’ and meat productlon through breed

upgradatlon A presugwus schiemmie namely the Swamadhenu Scheme
has been launched w1th the aim of v upgradmg the locai cows to the

Elite Je ersey Lével, Poultry v1llages are proposed to be estabhshed

around 22 poultry and duck farmis to beneﬁt rutal beneﬁclanes Pig

villages are also osed to be. sef u
g Pr?lPQ e 0. p around Pig farms. An
Entrepreneursh1p Development Prongme has been taken up for

providing seif employment unider which 3§ educated unemployed

“youthi¥ will'be trained in livestock and’ poultry famung, goatfplggezy
farrmng, hatchery and nieat processmg RN LAYl

1
P S

The per caplta avmlablltty of rmlk m Assam is far l;elovt'

the nallonalk levelv ‘To bndge ﬂllS gap Pl'ogrammes llke the 'Mllk Vxllage

Programme w1]] contmue to be 1mplemented An Integrated Dmry

Bt g

10 dlStl';CtS of

e

Plants

Development PrOJect is also under tmplementatxon in

Assam. Though the Town Milk Supply Schemes and Clnllmg
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. gre not running up to the mark due to pau‘city, of resources action
is being taken to improve the situation. Recently the Bokakhat Chilling
Plant and the Town Milk Supply Scheme, Tezpur have been made
operative.

Fisheries

Fishery. forms an. jmportant component of the rural
economy of Assam and has a vast potentlal for rural employment
generatlon and 1mprovmg the hvehhood of the poor people dependent
"on it. Wlnle wrl are self Sufﬁcnent in ﬁsh seed productron there is
' iyet a ylong way to go m respect of meetmg the demand for ﬁsh in
"the State To 1mprove thls srtuatlon schemes for development of
Farmezs and Commumty Tanks Beels and Open Water F:shenes have
: been taken up Aquaculturc development and tralmng of farmers is
' also bemg taken up under ARIASP

Panchayat & Rural Development

i My Govemment has fulﬁlled its comtmtmcnt and held the
pfﬁin(;‘l‘,taya_t electrons in the State after a long gap. It is now engaged
in the process‘ of making this decentralisation more meaningfu] by
laying stress on peoples part101pat10n, training and capaclty building.
For this itis covermg not only the ofﬁclals mvolved at the field level
but also the representatlves of the Panchayatt Raj Institutions and
NGOs as well as the Self Help Groups engaged in the ﬁeld of rura]

development
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My Government has;-been. able to reopen the channel
for a consrderable trme before it came to power It is 1mplement1ng
various rural, development programmes for self employment and | wage
employment aimed at eradrcatmg rural poverty and 1mprov1ng the

quality of life of the rural poor. The programmes under nnplementahon

‘J»l“

include the Sampurna Gramin RQ] gar Yojana, Indrra Awas YOJ ana,
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, Pradhan Mantn Gramodaya
Yojana, Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar Yo_]ana, Integrated Wasteland
Development Programme, National Bio Gas Development Pro-
gramme, Integrated Rural Energy Programme National Programme
on Improved Chullah and the Credit-cum-Subsidy Seheme

Cons1denng their 1mpact on the fuiral areas the pro-“ ‘
grammes of Rauor Paduht Raljor Sarkar and the Natronal Sotial
Assrstance Programme have béen decided to be unplemented by the
Rural Development Department ﬁom the current ﬁnancral year

" Conperation

N - s
RN Ces

Cooperatlves have a srgmﬁcant role to play in the ,
uplifiment of the rural economy. we are taking measures to enable
them to perform thrs role. Steps are bemg taken to revitalise the :
structure of the Assam Cooperatrve Apex Bank on 'the basrs of the. 4
recommendatrons of the Capoor Commrttee The West Assarn Milk
Umon errted is a]so in the process of berng revrtahsed
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~Soil conservation . -

So1l conservatron measures ‘are bemg taken up iinder
dirrerent schemes lrke Protection of Riverine Land, Protective
Afforestatron Cash Crop Development Gully Control, T-and Devel-
opment PrOJects Water Harvestmg cuti Water Dlstnbutton Projects;
]fntergrated Jhumia Development Pro_] ect and Watershed Management‘
Pro_lects Durmg 2003 2004 it is proposed to develop 8107 hectares
of agtncultural Taiid; 26 hectares ‘of forestland and take up 4317 cublc

meters of cwll works

 Forest '/

_Assam is known the world over for its forests, wildlife
and nch b10-d1vers1ty Utmost care needs to be taken to conserve
these assets for our, future generatlons It has been decided to
constrtute Forest Development Agenc1es in the 25 Temtorral and 7
W11d11 fe DlVlSlonS in the State to enable people and the Govemment
to prepare Jomt micro- level plans and raise resources for forest
management. A Joint Forest Management Programme has also been
taken up Wthh involves peoples partrclpatron in the protection of

forests and in retirn provrd'es them with means of sustenance.

LI o B s

o v /Dtunew W1th the recommendattons of the Nattonal Forest
Polwy, my. ﬁovemment has taken measures to bnng about 10% of

lti-t"). H

1ts geographlcal preal under the Protected Area Network The areas

1i0si o

under the Kaznanga Natrpnal Park and the Sqnax Rupar Wlldhfe

Sanctuaries have been expanded The status of the Namen and
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Panidihing Wildlife Sanctuaries has also been raised to that of a
National Park..

Educatlon

My Govemment is fully comrmtted to provrde educatlon

A: to all chrldren upto the age of 14 years as per the pohcy of the

G Govemment of Indla It proposes to provrde useful and relevant

elementary educatron w1th the actwe parncrpatlon of the commumty

' m the affan's of the schools It xs proposed that all chlldren m the
age group of 6- 14 years complete 5 years of schoolmg by 2007
'7 and years of schoolmg by 2010 It 1s also proposed to bndge all
‘”gender and socral category gaps at the pnmary stage by 2007 and

at the elementary level by 2010 It 1s proposed to ensure zero

SRS

' dropouts by 2010 The Free Text Book Drstnbuhon Sche. whrch
- was discontinued by the previoiis GoVemment has again been restored
'by my Govemment My Govemment isalso 1mplententnig the Mid

: Day Meal Scheme for the LP school chrldren YO eiig,

ErE

In h1gher educatlon steps have been taken by the
Guwahatl and the lerugarh Umvers1tes to mtroduce courses on
Informatlon Technology and other JOb related courses fo ensure better
prospects for self employment The provrde better reading facrhtres
to the people, the constructlon of 4 District libraries have been
compléted at Barpeta, Borigaigion; Morigaon and Tirisukia, It is also

 proposed to' take up ‘another 5 Drstrlct Libraries during thenext
T ﬁnancla]vyear :!l‘j," TP P i ';,-, T R
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Water Resotirces

Floods are endemic to Assam and cause widespread
damage to the economy of the State every year. With our limited
resources we have been able to take only short-term measures so
far. In the view of experts a lastlng solution to this problem can
only be obtamed by takng up suitable Multl-Purpose Dam Projects

A m the North Eastem Regron My Government has been constantly

vvvvv

ACentral SectOr and prelnmnary works in the pro_1 ject are m progress
My Government 1s also pursumg with the Govemment of India to

“recogmse the ﬂood problem of Assam as a 'Natlon Problem' and

to provrde fmanc1al asswtance to contam it on 2 100% grant basns

- My. Govemment has, moved the Government of Indla to
: provrde ﬁmds for a comprehensive proposal of 52 Flood Management
Schemes, Which will provide protection to vast cultivable areas. In
addition to Plan ﬁmds schemes are also under implementation from
funds avarlable under the Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources,
‘ the North Eastem Councﬂ and the Jomt Rlver Commrsswn

LT

Power, Mmes & Minerals

My Govemment has taken up a.programme for the refom
. and restructuring of Power Sector.-This. programme includes the

imporvement of the financial and operational performance of the
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ASEB, reduction of transmission, distribution and commercial losses;'
taking up of energy audit and anti power theft méasutes,” and the: -
establishment and operationalisation of regulatory structures to énsure '
transparency-in traif secting ‘and for enabling investment for growth *'
of the sector Programes have also been taken up for the aiigmentation *
of the existing transmission and distribution systemas well as for
creation of .new facilities in the urban and rural ,areas.:In, a-ddition;f )
to funds un_cier different Gove;nment programumes, financial assistange, . 1,
is also being sought from external sources-like the Asian Development, .~
Bank for enabling reforms.in the power.Segtor. .. -/

I
" Programinesfor Geological exploration Have beeh taken ™ -
up ifi Assarh which inchide Géolo'gi(’:}ﬂ' and 'deta'il‘ed-\mappin’gdf mineral * *
bearing areas, core drilling for the mineral Body, drilling of éxplorau’j‘fyrff:
and production wells of ground-water and collection of samples for
laboratory study. |

R BRI IS I N S ST
gt oo e o Industries | Sy s rdas e Y agn
FThe response tecéived: frofi* the Piblic to' e Ot
Ministér's Swa:Niyojan Yojanafot appirenticeship g oiticts e
- Staté'has been ovetwhelming. At present 267 number SfyGuths ars' !
undergoing training in different industriaily advanced Statés of itie’ -
country..It is;proposed to, continue this scheme in the coming years,

I
i

"The différent incentiVés provided under the Thitughiidl ™
Policies 4lohgwith an improved'law and ordér situition Has resaifadt-"
in a number of reputed to set up industriés within the State. Notdls ™

-
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among these are the Galaxo's Horlicks unit at Mangodoi, Hindustan
Lever's personal care products unit at Doomdoma and the units of
Emami, Godrej, Saralee etc within Greater Guwahati. My Government
is committed to further improve the climate for such investments by

streamlining procedural bottlenecks.and expediting clearances.

 The Central Institute of Plastic Engineering and Technol- -
ogy has been fully conmimissioned at Changsari in Kamrup district
during the current financial year. The Guwahati Tool Room and -
Training Centre-has also started functioning and their permanent
campus at Amingaon is on the verge of éé‘rhpl%ﬁbn. The Government
of India has also sanctioned two Indqsuial Inﬁastructure Development
Centres at Demow in.Sivasagar district and at Malini. Beel in Cachar ..
Information Technology

During the current financial year 216 Community Infor.

mation Centres have beer, set up at the Bloek: level in Assam extending

the benefits.of I. T. revolution to the remotest corners of the Stage,

My Government intends to. utilise.thgse Community Informatiop,
Centres as “nPOI'tant -vehicles for application of E-Governance anq
as Government to Citizen interface.
The Assam Electronics Development Cofporation: hag.

been assigned the nodal responsibilities for the promoton of Info;.
mation Technology in the State. It has taken up schemes for Promoon
and extension of Information Technology
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WEeb sites have been launched in 23 districts of th State.
These contam comprehensnve data about the dlstnct and have become
important vehlcles for d1ssem1nat10n of dlstnct Steps are also being
taken to computerise Govemment ofﬁces and use Informatlon

Technology for providing pubhc servnces eﬁic1ent1y and lransparently

-
2

Handloom, Textlles & Senculture o

. Assam hasa long tmdmon in the handloom sector, whlch
is next in importance only to agriculture in terms of its potential for
employment generation. Steps hat/e' been taken to modernise the -
looms; rdevel.of)' products and opén up avenuse for- self-employment
for the weavérs. Steps have alsé beei taken to supply raw miaterials j
to the weavers for productlon of “high quahty fabrics. ARTFED has
taken up a scheme for deveiopment and marketmg of exportable
products in collaboratlon with the Govemment of Indta Under the .

N

Health Package Scheme ‘weavers are proposed to be covered fo

matemlty benefit eye testmg and cost of spectacles etc

Asssam ‘has the d1stmctlon of producmg all the four major b; |
varieties of commercialsilk: namer,lEn Muga, Mulberry and Tassar. -
It is the sole producer of Muga silk in the country. In.addition to...
plan schemes; 'steps are being taken to: strengthén' and consolidate:
the 'silk" sector in partnershlp with Self Help Groups 'NGOs, " -

Cooperatlves and Entrepreneurs with a focus on Muga and Eri.”"
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" Health & Family Welfare

My -G()vé‘mmentv is committed to the expansion of basic
health ‘care facilites so that the péople living in the remote and
inaccessible areas get proper ‘heath care. Towards this end efforts
are on to complete the partxally contructed bu11dmg and to repalr'
and renovate existing facilities. We have been able to upgrade seven
Community Health Centres to First Referral Units and make them
functional. Another 18 Commiunity Health'Centres dre being similarly
upgraded: Efforts are also on to make available blood: storage and
surgery facilities in these First Referral Units: Already 16 Blood banks .
are functioning in the districts and it is proposed to cover the remaining
in the districts and; it is proposed to: cover the remaining districts
within the ﬁnancml year, Efforts are also ont for setting up 6 regional .
Dxagnostlc Centres in selected dlstnct level hospxtals to provide beter

facilites to the people Efforts are on to estabhsh Trauma Centres »
in the State

'. IRt

My Govemment has acted on its commltment for the
formation of autonomus and partlclpatlve structures of management
at the level of district hospltalsfor ‘better management. District
Societies*have been conistituted in all the districts. Hospital manage-
ment Society has alse been formed for bringing about improvement
in the functioning of the haspitals. My Govemnment has implemented
the Assam Health Establishments Act. 1993 to regulate health
establishments like, Nursing Homes, Matemity Homes, Clinical
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Laboratories etc. to enable provision of better medical health care.

- Inthe sphere of medical education efforts will be made |
for 1mprovement of teachmg as well as treatment It will be endeavour
of my Goverment to make avallable modem facﬂmes for dlagnOS1s
as well as treatment S0 that the people do not have to go outsnde
the State for treatment A scheme for Improvement of Dlagnostlc
Facility mcludmg aC.T. Scan Machine at the Sllchar Medical College
is under 1mplementatlon with ass:stance from the North Eastern

i 1l

Council.
‘Social-Welfarée .

s 7 T My Government has taken up diifefe‘fxt*_’ébhemes for the

 socially disadvantaged-and the underprivileged sections of the'society..

A tiew’scheme namely, Natiorial-Prograrnme for Rehabiliation of the .

- Disabled has been taken up- at Guwahati, Silchar, Dibrugarh and
-- Goalpata. The Integrated Child Development Scheme has almost been
“universalised and is now functioning though 196 ICDS. projects..The
nutrition'component of this scheme is being provided under the. Prime

~ Ministex’éGramodayaYojana-. o ', coEE el

- M BN

......

: status of women like; the Indira Mahlla YOJana, Bahka Saniriddhi
YOJana and Vocational Tramjng curn Rehabilitation’ Cenlirés ‘are -
showmg encouraging results. The State COmnu8s10n for Woméfi has
been making an effective dxfference in' the protectxon of thelr rights
arid in redressmg ‘their gnevances R e
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FOOD & CIVIL SUPPLIES

The entlre State IS covered by a Pubhc Distribution
'network of 32 229 F air Price Shops and Retail Outlets. My
Government 1s 1mp1ement1ng the Antyodaya Arina YO_] ana Scheme
,whose remplents belong to the BPL category and are gettmg 35kg
of nce @Rs 3/- per kg per farmly per monthi. One State Consumer

Dlsputes Redressal Commxssxon and 23 Dlstrlct Consumer Forums
"are functlomng in the State ' ‘ S et

- Tourism: -

coe "Endowed Wlth natur:’s bounty, pIiStinc forests, varieties

~of wildlife, virgin-nature trails, colourful tribes, historical sites-and
-ancient temples. Ass‘amis an ideal tourist 'destinationi Tourism vaISO
“vhas a tremendous potential of self-employment vespeéially in ‘the
services sector. Recognising this potential my Government. is giving
a special thrust to promote tourism in Assam. Extensjve publicity and
aggressive marketing of tourism products in being done through
organising Tour Operators Met within the country and abroad, by

_ holding feshvalg,v by organising Fa:mhansatlon Tours and by opening
‘ and refurblshmg of tounsm oﬂices at dlferent entry pomts Iam happy
to state the tourist arnva]s in Assam are est;mmaxed at 17 lakhs durmg
2002 calendar year, which is a s1gmﬁcant Increase over that of 10

lakhs during 2001 calendar year.

[PV E

With the approval of Tourism Circuits, fooys js now being
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given for destination devélopiient and for ‘the development of
infrastructure along these circuits:. A number of schemes has been
sanctioned: for this purpoese and include the Eco-Tourism Project at
Bhalukpong, beautification of thé riverfront along the 'B'rahr‘naiautra at’
Guwahat1 1ntegrated development of 1nﬁ'astructure at thé 1 Pﬂgnm

Centre of Kamakhya and the Sound and nght Sde at ‘the Snmanta

\I'

Sankardeva Ka.lakshelra. Schemes w1th pnvate partlclpatmn ha\l;e also
been taken up Wthh mclude the Amusement Park at Guwahau and

I N

mt:roductlon ofa Crulse Vessel on the river Brahamaputra_ Itis also

L,

proposed to have a hentage and Eco-Resort at Majuli. The Dihing
Patkai Festival, Brahamaputra Beach Festival, Elephant | Fectwaj B1rd
Fes‘tlval ‘Tezpur Festival and the Ma_pull Cultural Festlval were

orgamsed durmg the year and recelved overwhehmng response ﬁom

tourists and v1s1tors o | SURIREN .
R T R, .

L

. ‘Sports & Youth Welfare . -

My Government glves great emphasis to Channelise ¢ our
youth into sports, youth welfare and other extra-cutriculat activities.
It'is involved in actxvely promoting sports dnd bufldmg sl’orts :
infrastructure: In‘a significant development it has been decided’ to Hold -
the 33 National Games ifi Assam duniing 2005. My G’ovemmeht
will have to bear the responsibility of holdmg these Galnes along Wlth -
the Assam Olymplc Association. :
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Pension & Public Grievances

My Government it committed to ensure quick disposal
of cases of the State Government:Pensioners. Pension Cells have
been set up in State Government Officers with a Nodal Officer for
this purpose. The Assam Services (Pension) Rules 1969 have been
amended to make prowsnons for fixing responsnbxhty and for taking.
dlsmphnary action against Govemment servarts respons1ble for - dealy,
in payment of pensnon Public gnevances are also bemg redressed
by my Govemment at dlfferent Ievels of the admmlstratlon '

Admlmstratwe Reforms & trammg

My Government recognises that to improve the delivery.
of services to the people it is necessary to tone up the efficiency
of the adnumstratlon and! to. make it responswe, tranisparent and
accountable at all levels. With this in view it has constltuted an
Administrative Reforms Commission in June 2002.

The Assant Adniinistrative Staff College is engaged in
making public services more q;ﬂ'ecﬁve through induction level and jn-
service training to the qﬁii;igls of the “Stste Government. Under a
UNDP sponsored et s ke p  Tring N Anyc
of different Departments. It is also engaged in conducﬁng"rra,ining
of Trainers courses. The Secretariat Training School has.continyeg
to impdrt training to the staff of the Assam Secretariat apg has
extended this training to the staff of DCs and SDOs as well ag tﬁq

State Police.
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S Pubhc Health Engmeermg o

[ ERARTEI ¢

My Govemment has accorded a hlgh prlonty to the

provrsmn of safe drmkmg water to the peopte'of the State Schemeer
are under 1mplementat10n to caver m a phased manner Non Covered'
* and Partially Covered Habltatlons with safe drmkmg water with funds
under the Accelerated Rural Water Supply Programme the Prime
Minister’s Gramodaya YOJana and State Plan A Fluonde Mltlgatron
Programme 1s under lmplementatlon in Karbi Anglong and Nagaon .
districts undér UNICEF assmtance a scheme for provrdmg drmkmg 3

water and samtatlon 1n Schools is also under lmplementatlon

e . . e -~ 'A'!
. - . ‘o . 1.AIA "'.
- AT LR A8 443

Wlth a view to brmg in commumty part1c1patron in the
operation and maintainenance of water supply schemes. A pilot
project is already in operation in the drstncts of Kamrup, Somtpur
and Jorhat. My Govemment ‘has. -also lmtlated actron for the
1mpvl‘e‘mentatron of the partrclpatory and comrnumty led SwaJathara,;

Rulal Dnnkug Water Scheme A Total Samtatron Campalgn PfO-

gramme has also been launched in 11 dlStI'lCtS of the State with
support from the overnment of Ind1a

' - .' . Labour & Employment: ;.'::;'z:: et

) Thete-are.at; present-24:FTIs including those meant for
Women functionirig:in the State for providing skill development training -,
in diffetent trades: To augment and: improve the quality.of training:.
at the ITIs,.a scheme for the up-gradation and modermisatioof 17+
ITIs and for the establishment of 4 new ITIs is under implementation,
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There are 28 ESI Dispensaries 'Hospitals functioning in
the State. It is proposed to upgrade the 20 bedded ESI Hospital
at Tinisukia t6 a 50 bedded Hospltal It is also proposed handover
the 50 bedded Hospltal at Beltola, Guwahati to ESIC Govemment
of Ind1a for upgradmg 1t to a Model Hospltal .

......

My Government has constrtuted a Comrmttee to monitor,
and expedrte the lmplementanon of vanous demands of the  All Assam
Tea Tnbes Students Assocratlon The Assam Tea Employees Welfare
Board is a]so engaged in promotmg the welfare of tea garden workers
and in tak1ng up schemes such as, sponsonng for Nurses Tralmng

and other capac1ty burldmg programmes for self employment

Transport. G

A The Inland Water Transport is presently operatmg 74
Ferry Servmes on'the Rivers Brahmaputra and Barak and their
tnbutanes Commercral Cargo services for Bangladesh as well as

other states of Indja via Kolkata are also presently under operatlon

A scheme for restructurmg the Assam State Transpoﬂ
Corporation is presently’ uidet implementatron. For the purpose of
increasing revenue, a scheme for-operating private buses under the
banner of the Corporation on fare sharing basis has been: started
with an encouraging response. The Corporation has alsg taken up

joint venture :with private parties for.-Cargo and Courier services. -
Wl
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Public Works , . =

SR LI T CATIRN

High priority has been accorded by-my GoVeminentitO':
thestrengthening of the Rural Road Network: The Pradhan Mantri;
Gram Sadak Yojana is under implementation: It is: proposed to.take:
up schemes, in phases for improving the existing vipage roads to
all weather roads and fo_r‘ the conversion Oof SPT. Bridges to RCC
Bndges Road and bndges are belng taken up under ARIASP and'
the Rural In&astructure Development F und of NABARD and aIso:
from the Central Road Fund

An East-West Corridor PI'O_]CCt from Saurashtra o'
Silchar has been taken up by the National Highway Authority of India
of which 729 kms fall within Assam Consxdenng the high industrial
potential in the field of Oil, Tea and Coa] my Government considers
it appropriate that this Project is exténided by anothier 410 kms from
Nagaon'to Lekhapani. A Propesal for such and extension has already
been submitted to the National ‘Highway Authority of India,.- -
 Constniction of thé Fly-Over at Ulubiiri Chariali id idis”
progress. One side of the Fly-Over has been opened to the publlc’
and the other side is expected to be ¢ompleted soon, Construction
of Railway Over Bridges at Athgaon and Bongaigaon are in Progress.
Construction, of the Multi-storeyed Secretariat Building at the Dispur -
Cap1ta1 Complex is also under, progress.

PR :.,:;!_:,-::»

‘Excise . o

" ""My Govemment would take action % ensure that the
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production and sale of illicit lliq'lAJbr is checked. For this it proposes
to bring in the Assam Molasses Control Act. It would also endeavour
to ensure that unnecessary expansion of retail outlets, both of IMFL

and country spirit, does not take place.

MY Goveriment i is aware of the growmg menace of
drugs The Assam State Anti Drug and Prohibition Council is presently
engaged inf creatmg sdcnal awareness and’ mobxhsmg public Oplnlon
to tackle'this problem, Tt i isalso; running two drug de—addlctlon centres

at Silchar and Jorhat in addition to ex1stmg centres run by the Health
Deparlment - )

 Relief & R‘egabilitatiom |
‘Reliefi was provided to the victimes of ethnic violence
in Kokrajhar, ‘Borngaigaon and. Dhubri districts in the form of €x-gratia,
rehabilitation grants and financial assistance. Financial assistance was

also xtended to the next of km of persons killed by extremists in
the. State _ ;

'.w.J

"; l 1 . o

[EINI I Publlc Enterprlsesr

"My Govérnmient Hds' completed a review of all the State
Level Public Enterprises undei' 32 Administrative Deépartments’ It has
finalised enterprise wise recommiendations in an open’ meetmg par- '
ticipated interalia, by eminent citizens, media personne] and the

representatives of industry and trade unions. These recommeng ations
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include revival of 24 enterprises, disinvestments in 5 and closure of
5. The recommendations are presently in. the process of being
implemented.

- Revene

My Government has taken concrete steps for the
.preparatlon of land records and augmentanon of land revenue It has
identified the enhancement of land revenue of town lands as a maJ or
thrust aréa and has laid stress on comipletion of the reassessment
of the major towns of Assam: -~ -7 o TR

_ Steps have been taken for modermsanon and strength-
ening of the revenue adnumstratxonand funds released to all the districts
for computensatlon of thelr respectlve land records Arrangements
' have also been taken to set up a complete Land Informanon System

covering the whole State.

My Government has spent Rs 24, 51 crores dunng the
current year for prowdmg rehef to the people affected by hm}storms »
and ﬂoods and for the repair of crmcal mfrastructure

.-Ill.'b,am Development &; Guvvanan'n o
. Development T

My Government proposes to continiue with the ’i‘rn'p'le:'
mentation of the Centrally Sponsored Schemes of Integrated Devel-
opment of Small & Medium Towns, National Slum Development
Programme and Swarna Jayanti Saharj Rojgar Yojana. The Assam.
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State Housing Board has also taken .up schemes for providing
residential accommodation to government employees under the Rental
Housing Scheme. The Assam Urban Water Supply and Sewerage
Board is implementing a number of water supply schemes in different
towns. It i is also proposed to continue w1th the implementation of
the Guwahan Metropohtan Area Storm Dramage ImprOVCmellt

Lo A compreherrsiye development plan for Guwahati is under
preparation. Funds under the Non Lapsable Pool of Resoureces have
been obtamed for a number of schemes These schemes are bemg

lmplemented by the Natlonal Bu ldmg Constmctron Corporatlon and

relate t0 lmprovmg the lanes and bye-lanes WIthm Guwahatl Mumcrpal

C°"P°1'at10n, Storm Dramage Progmnune at Noonmatr and Pfo"‘dmg

resideritial accommodatlon to Safai Karmachan

~ To bring in community participation emphaSlS is being

given to the sh'engthenmg of Nelghbourhood Groups NelghbourhOOd

Commlttees and the Commumty Development Societies in the

nnplementahon of schemes, An innovative Scheme namely, 'OWn Your

Light' has been launéhed in Guwahati with the involvement of the

public for providing street lighting for those lanes and bye-lanes; which
do not have svt_,reetlivghtsl. ‘

Cultural Affairs
My Government is committed to preserve, protect and -
promote the richi cultural heritage of Assam. It will actively encourage
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bulldmg up harmomous relatlonshlp among dlfferent sectlons of the )
people through the medium of cultural activities and mteractlons It
has organised a year long birth centenary celebratlon ‘of Rupkonwar
Jyoti Prasad Agarwalla Iast year. Bishnu Rava Divas was celebrated
and two eminent artists of the State were presented with the Blshnu
Rava Award. Silpi Divas was also celebrated and Sllpl Award

i

presented to- two emment artists' of the State.

. , R TI EIEE F T Y .

' From the current ﬁnanclal year my Govemment has
instituted the 'Lokapnya Gopmath Bord0101 Award for I)[atlorljal"
Integratron for persons contributing s1gmﬁcantly towards promoting -
peace, non-violence, national integration and mutual understandmg

among different ethnic communities.

Border Areas e e

, Assam has 263 kms of Indo-Bangladesh border and 269
kms of Indo-Bhutan border Development Works are being taken yp. -
in these areas under the centrally funded Border Areas Development ,
Programme for mtematronal border areas ; ; e

DU L

i .. Science, Technology & Environment:: I
My Government is committed to improve the docio-

economic.condition of the people through.the popularisation of science
and technology. For this schemes are being implemerited iy the dreas '
of science & technology, remote sensing, environment and’ hon- * )
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conventlonal energy. Actlon is also bemg taken for provndmg and

conservmg ahealthy env1ronment

Hon'ble Members, I have placed before you the
p011c1es and programme of my Government. My Government will
' make all efforts to implement the policies and programmes that have
been outllned and would endeavour to secure communal harmony
and all round development of the State. It would accord high priority
for bringing peace in the State and for prQVldmg economic and social

Justlce to the people I hope your dehberatlons in the House Wlll
' help achleve t}ns objectlve U

Joi Aai Asom =’

LT T Joi' Hind o

(Then the Hon’ble Govemor took his seat and National
Anthem was played) T

‘Mr. Speakef - “Now, under sub rule 2 of Rule 13 of
the Rilles of'Procedure and Condiict ofBusmess in Assam Leg151at1ve
Assembly, T hereby report that the' GovernOI' has been pleased to
make a speech. A copy of the speech has Hlready been laid on the
table and copies of the speech have béen ‘distributed to 'the Hon'ble

Members also. .

: . Tea and snacks have been arranged in the Ceritral Hall -
of.the Assembly Building in Honour of His Excellency, Thé Governor

o,

of Assam: I 1l naecL e
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I, therefore, request the Hon'ble chief Minister, Hon'ble
Ministers, Hon'ble Depiity Speaker, Hon'ble’Leader of the Oppo-
sition, Hon'ble Ministers of State, Hon'ble:Members of ‘the"H:ouse:,- [
Chief Secretary, Commissioners, Secretaries to the Government o'f*;
Assam, DGP-and other senior police officers and the Head-of the
Departmerit présent in the officers Gallery Gentlemén of the Press'
in.the Press Gallery, including electronic media’ pérsons, officiz] -
repoxters to join His Excellency, The Governor at a tea arrange&
in: the Cential Hall. LT e e e e ey

s
;,r.‘

An—angement fora Group Phofograph of all the Hon'ble
Members of the 11* Assefnbly with His Excellency the Govemor

- of Assar his also been inade if the open space near the Assembly

chamber. All the Hon'ble Members are requested to assemble at the
said"” place for the Group Pl‘lotograph Just before Jommg Hls

Excellency, The Govemor of Assam at tea.
; : , R e ey
The House stands adjoumed for 40 mmutes
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MOTION OF THANKS ON THE GOVERNOR’ S ADDRESS

* (The House Teassembled after tea break with Hon’ble Speaker: in
- the chair.) .

Mr. Speaker +"Now Ietm No. 2. I_have.receiired a notice on the

Motion of thanks on the Governor’s Address from Shri Haren Das.

Now,- I request Dr, Haren Das, Honb’le Member to move the-
Motion. o R '

Dr. Haren Das : Honb’le Speaker Sir, I beg to move the Motion™

~ of thanks on the Govemor s Address in this House of Assam

LenglatIVe Assembly to-day, the 26lh February 2003.. . ...
Mr. Speaker : Now, I call upon Dr. Idris Ali, to move for seconded :
‘the motlon of Thanks on the Govemor s Address.

Dr Idrls All Hon’ble Spea.ker er, 1 seconded the M°t10n of thank§ '

on the Govemor s Address o o

Mr. Speaker : : The Motlon hed now been moved Debated on the
Governor’s Address | had been alloted on 27th. 28th February 3rd,
4th & . 5th March, 2003, Amendments to the Motion of Thanks
will be received by the Assembly Secretariat up to 3.00 p, M. to-
day the 26th March, 2003. Hon'ble Members may submit tho potice
of amendments on the Motion of Thanks on the Governor’s A gdress
on the time and date fixed above to the Secretary, Assam Legislative
Assembly bz in the notice office if they so desire,
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REPORT OF THE-BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Now Item No. 3 : Undei Rule 230 of the Rules of Procedure and
conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assémbly, I called a'tricetitig

of the Business Advisory Committee at 2.30 P. M. on13th February;*
2003 in the conference:Room of my office chamber at Dispur-to”

finalise the calendar for the Budget Session of the Assembly
commenocing from today, the 26th February, 2003,
The Committee after a threadbare. dlscussmn decrses that the current
session of the Assembly should continue till 8th April, 2003. There .,
would be 23 working days, 20 days would be devoted for transaction
of Govemment Business and 3 days would be - devoted for transaction
of Private Member s Business.

at o

. Vv
[P,

The Calendar for the current sessmn had been c1rculated ampngst
all the Hon’ble Members of the House
I hope this has’ the approval of the House

. . ..
R I

i

BRI

PANEL OF CHAIRMAN )
Now Item No 4. : Under Rule 9 (1) of the Rules of procedure

and conduct of Busmess in Assam Leglslahve Assembly I nommate ‘

the ibllowmg Hon’ble Members to constltute the panel of chaxrman
for the Budget- Session 6f the Assembly, 2003 ) _

1. Shii Pranab’ Gogoi CTE

2. Shri Bidyasing Efigleng. AR

3. Shri Dilip Kumar Saikia. ~* 0 0 7=l

4. Shri Bimolangshu Roy.

[

-'«"»j
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LAYING OF APPROPRIATION ACCOUNTS AND-
FINANCE ACCOUNTS: : '

Now Item No, 5. 1 would request the Hon’ble Minister perliamentary
Affars, Shri Bharat Ch. Narah, to lay the Report. Appropriation
Accounts and Finance Accounts for the year 2001-2002 relating tO'V
the Government of Assam. A
Shri Bharat Ch. Narah (Minister) Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg to lay
the Report, Apbroptiation Accounts'and Finance Accounts for the
year: 2001-2002 relatmg to the Govemment of Assam o

S

INTRODUCTION OF GOVERNMENT BILL
Mr. Speaker Now Item: No. 6. o :
I would requeSt Hon’ bie Minister of State (Ind ) Mmontler and Char

Area Development Department to move the Motxon for mtroductlon .
of the Biil.

RS T AN 5 3Ty e i, < Ao B T
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LIS {% (5] ﬁﬁ% W W TS, For the Monorities Bill 2003 |
of Assam State Commission ‘“There will be no financial expendlt“re :
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Rern % Bre AR The. state government shall provide
the commission with a secretary and such other officers
and employer as may be necessary.for the -efficient-
Performance. of the, functions .of the commission «feat

© S it tzrz— The salaries and allowance payable to
the chairperson and Member. and the administrative
©Xpenses, including. salaries. and allowarices payable.to~ -
- the officers and other employees, shall.be paid out of
the grants referred to. in -sub-section: (1) of Section 10,
in Assamese’ I @1 - 0.9 g Government, shall
after the appropriation made by the state Legislature by
law in this behalf, pay to the commission by way:of -
grants. such sums.of meney as the state Government
May think fit for being utilised for the purposes of this
ACt. R (oMNTBT UB! NR VRN (PRI WS WRERBT FHIT
Lo 7 Rer o tare K8 Bl-i25t ARG Frae cRas ReDY
WREAIRG Fefe R Rt 5 1y PR ) Rt g1 o s
Ol TR W A A6 oS 7 comaret o ST
i fn Tafle, stedr aepeeioR S sidm w4 taflen, wiTeT
R PR FRat 1Pt TR A RS FeT TR
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Dr. Ardhendu ‘Kumar: Dey (Mlnlster) Sir, it w111 be
: - discussed afterwards.: e ‘
Mr. Speaker : Now I would réquest the Hon'ble Mlmster
of State (Ind.) Shri Wazed Ali Choudhury 0
-~ leave  tointroduce the "The Assam State
- Commission'for Miriorities “Bill; 2003."

-
1--
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Shri Wazed Ali Choudhury (Minister) : Hon'ble Speaker
Sir, I beg leave to introduce the "The Assam
State Commission for Minorities Bill,

Mr, Speaker : Is it the pleasure of the House to

grant leave to intoruduce the Bill?
Vioicesht. Shts N EG)

So, the leave is granted. Now, the Hon'ble
Minister to move.

Shri Wazed Ali Choudhury, (Minister) : Sir, I beg to
introduce the "The Assam State Commission
for Minon'ties Bill, 2003."

OBITUARY REFERENCES
Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 7, obituary
References. -
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(The Hon'ble Members of the house then observed
one minute silence as a mark of respect to the departed

souls) _
Aot FAE R & WA TIF TR O G5 Tzq 15
Tz 91 w26 | (98 2R 2 054 |
S S 5 Sifi (ored ANGIS SEYe SR fis
Shri Brindaban Goswami, a member belonging to the
Asom Gana Parishad Legislature Party having been recognised as
its Leader and having fulfilled all the requirements laid down for
recognising as the Leader of the Oposition. 1 have recognised Shre
Brindaban Goswami as the Leader of the Oposition in the Assam
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Legislative Assembly with effect from 2nd January, 2003 (forenoon)
in pursuance of Section 2 of the Salary and allowances of the Leader
of the Oposition in the Assam Legislative Assembly Act, 1978 read
with item (P) of Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Assam Legislative_Assé;pbly and Rule 2(1) (¢) gﬁfh?
Directions by the Speaker, As‘sam"'Legislative Assembly (second
Edition, 1978). .

The House stands.adjourned till 9 AM on 27.2.2003.

ADJOURNMENT
The House then stood adjourned at 11.21 A.M..1ill
9 AM on 27th February, 2003.

DISPUR: ~ M. K. Sarma

The 26th February, 2003. : Secretary
Assam Legislative Assembly
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