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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Friday the 1st March, 2002 - '

The House met at 8.30 A.M of the Clock in the Assembly Chamber at Dispur
with Shri Prithibi Majhi, Speaker in the Chair. = -

Mr. Speaker : The Hon’ble Governor is addressing the House
.. today, the-1st March, 2002 at 8.30 A.M.Heis arriving in the
. . main gate.of the Assembly premises at 8.33 A.M. So my-

_-self with the C.M. and the Secretary, ALA will be going to

- '

" receive, His Excellency, Hon’ble Governor of Assamat the

_ main gate. Instruction in regard to how to receive Hon’ble

Governor has already been given oneach Hon’ble Mem-

ber’s table. As soon as the Governor arrive’s in the House,

LIRS

" think wé shotld comply with the jastructions. Now, with
‘your perthission 1 now ‘leave the House to receive the
Hon’ble Governor at the main'gate. = | .
(Mr. Speaker then leaved the house to received the
Hon'ble Governor alongwith Hon'ble Chief Minister and the
. Secretary-Assam Legislative Assembly) . - :
(Thé ‘Hon'ble Governor arrived in the House accom-
- panied by Hon'ble Speaker, Homn'ble ChiefMinister and Sec-
retary, Aissam Le’gis‘.l'ativewAssembly -and the National
anthemn, Hon'ble Governor occupied his allotted chair and
everybody took their respective seats) .. o
1. now request. the Hon'ble Governor 10 address the
.- House.(Hon'ble. Governor started delivering his written ad-
dress.). T SR

T SN




Hon'ble Governor : Mr. Speaker, and Honourable Mem-.

GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 2002
GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS

bers of the LeglslatIVe Assembly,

1.

2.

It is indeed a pnvﬂege for me'to address this august
House at the commencement of the Budget Session,
2002 of the eleventh Assarn Leglslatnve Assembly. On

this important occasmn Iextend: my greetings and good
wishes to the Honourable Members, and my gratxtude ’

for the coopération extended to. my Government. .

I'am confident that the deliberations in this session will
be constructive and fruatful and that they will both guide
and lead to the reahsatlon of our shared goals. We seek
- to bulld a prosperous and progresswe ‘Assam, and bring
to the people of our State a new era of economlc devel-
opment and opportumty , T
This year, 2002, ‘marks the ﬁﬁleth year since the first

. ..General Elections based on universal franchise, and the

o :43;7

~ ment can look back on

first ever in independent India. Five decades ago, the
first Assam Legislative Assembly was constituted, and
_charted a part of democracy and development for our
State. In the Golden Jubilee year of the beginnings of
- our democratic tradltlon, my Government rededicates
itself to the ideals of democracy; ? and firmly rejects the

partof violence, terrorism and anarchy.
“AT the commencement of ‘this session, my Govern-

‘the preceding nine months with
Satleactlon on its achievements. Within a growing envi-
" ronment of peace and stability, my government has em-

barked on many potentially far- reaching initiatives. These
are intended to revitalise the development process, up-

3



1st March GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 3

, grade 1nfrastructure and bnng about greater transpar-

ency and accountability in Govemment.

. At the very top of my government’s agenda is the de-

velopment of the State, a and the econon'nc and social
well being well being of its. People Our vision is of a
State that will take its nghtful place as one of the most™

| deveIOped and progressxve in the country We want As-

sam to become a model for other States. My Govern-
ment w111 stnve to attam thlS Obj echve with all the com-
rmtment and resources that it can rnuster.

.. Inthis task , my Govemment is undoubtedly hampered
by alegacy of ﬁnanc1al constralnt and ﬁsca.l disadvan-

tage,, This has placed,the State’s ﬁnances m a position

- of relative vulnerablhty The primary cause of this pre-

dJcament is the 1mbalance between the resources avail-
able to this predlcament is the nnbalance between the

‘ "’resources available to the State, and those needed for

1ts developrnent and growth Contmumg fiscal Stress

“ 'has over the years mamfested itself in.cash flow diffi-

| ority “to the developmen

culties, and obhgated the State to tighten its belt. De-

splte this, our effort has beeti to accord the hlghest pri-
t of the State, and maintain a

flow of funds to developmental sectors.

| The mtentxon of my Govermnent is not however to reit-

erate a lltany of mhentance and circumstance. It is deeply
aware of the need to demonstrate action and progress,

"and provide tangible and sustainable benefits to the peo-

ple of Assam.

* The financial position of the State represents perhaps

our biggest challenge. It is one that my Government is
committed t6 overcome, to be able to steer the State




- 10.
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and the economy on the part of significant growth, pro-

'vide opportunities for employment and deliver basic

services.

My government took an step forward with the consti-
tution of a committee on Fiscal reforms. The Commit-

tee has since submitted its report, and its recommenda- -

tions are under the active consideration of Government.

Mean while, a number of measures have been taken to
su-engthen the State’s finances. ‘We have been encour-

-aged by the increased collecnons of tax revenues, and

by the upward trend in small savings deposns. Expendi-
ture rationalisation measures are being implemented to
curtail non- essential expenditures, and the purchase

‘ pohcy of the Government isunder revxew

1 1 The tenth Flve- year plan will be operatlonahsed in 2002-

03. My Government has formulated its first Annual plan.
These have been prepared in the hght of the experience
gained in the 1mplementatlon of its predecessor plans.

. The particular cn'cumstances and special needs of the

12.

" State have been kept in rmnd
) The Tenth plan seeks to enhance growth and create

employment. My Government will therefore stress the
development of employment opportunities, the advance-
ment of the rural economy, including the agriculture sec-

tor, industrial activity and the provision of basic of serv-

jces for all, including health care and education.

L’aiv & Order:

* 13.Over the past year, the relentless and continuing efforts

« +..of my Government to bring peace and security to the
" State have begun to pay dividends. The law and order
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- 14.
"~ law enforcmg agencies, to better coordmatmn amongst

- 18.

-16.

18,7 le Governiient recégnlses the imperative to develop

situation has visibly improved, reflected in a decreasing
trend of violent incidents and civilian casualties. Most
importantly, the perception of the people of Assam is
that the situation has. 1mproved '

This is attributable to the efforts of the. Government’

- them, and to measures taken to :estore the confidence , |
-of the people S

‘My Govérhment inteiids to continue to pursue counter

insurgency operations against militant groups operating

. in the State. At the same timés it will continue its en-
-« deavour: to persuade these groups ‘to-abjure violence.

= M}Gévernme‘nt will Keep the doors-open for dialogue
-tofinda satlsfactory solution to the’ problem of insur-

- gency S L S '-"'7"...')’ " ."L,L' ¢

17.

' Ovér té preceding months 1 my Government has taken
‘several steps to moderiise and improve the ﬁ.mctlomng :

of the police force. ‘Through upgraded weaponry,
mobility, communications and technical capabilities.

- My Government has constituted a conimittée of po-

" lice Reforms. It is expected to recommi€iid to improve

.the effectiveness of the police force. The committee

" has also been tasked with consideration of measures to

e improve pollce pubhc interface, involve communities in
S,

‘combating ¢riminal and terforist aCtIVIt)', and enhance

citizen awareness of their duties.

" constructive” mteractlon and’ miutual understandmg,.
' 'amongst people a.nci the pollce force setup to serve their '

' needs The model of’ commumty pohcmg Projects and

' cornmumty llalson Groups w111 be deveIOped further to
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. prornote accountability and enlarge the sense of mutual
‘ confidence.

19.

In November 2001, several projécts were initiated to
bring the people and the police on common platforms
of thought and endeavour,. The ‘Answers’ project ad-
dresses issues related to children and conflict. The

- ‘Prahari’ proj ectpromotes police-people cooperation
~and encourages the police to act.as a catalyst for crea-

. of the environment..

- .20

-

*--Govemance & Administration:

21,

tive community action, under.the- ‘Gx"ee,n Earth’ project,
the pohce force will taken up activities of i Improvement

i
P Y

. My Government has taken another s1gmﬁcant step, of
_directing the setting up of Grievance Redressal cells for

women in each district. These will be headed by the
District Superintendent of police. They will oversee the

speedy mvestlgatlon of crimes agalpst women, and act

to redress then' gnevances .

My Government recognises the need toreview and trans.

_form systems of administration and delivery of sery.

ices, and restore confidence in governmental systemsg.
Several measures have been initiated to make them more
approachable, efficient and transparent, These have re-
ceived encouraging support and response form the peo-
ple. R NN

The Ragor Podultt {tagor Sarkar (RPR,S‘) [initiative

__Tepresentsa significant step on the road to bnngmg Gov-

emment and the people closer Itisa s1ncere attempt to
create. awareness about the schemes and activities of
‘Government and to create a reposxtory of information
on felt needs. The RPRS will enhance the positive in-
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23.

terface between Government and the people, and chan-
nel services though single window and easily accessible
systems. It represents a partnership- w1th the people,
and a means of empowering them. ‘

The RPRS is more than a mass contact programme
and an‘activity. It is a part of a péople centred process,

' a grievance location arid redressal syster, and an op-

.24,

erational format to bring Government.to the people. The -
response to the two rounds of RPRS held so far has

~ been exceptlonal My Government w1ll contmue the pro-

gramme wnth even more dedlcatlon

Dlstnct fa01htat10n centres have been set up in every

. dlstnct To ass1st the pubhc in thelr mterface with Gov-

7 2e.

-

emment mstrucnons have been 1ssued to officials to
tour regularly, especlally to remote areas. Dlrectlons have

 been issuied to éxecuting depaitments’ 'ic érect signboards

. -at work:sites &splamngmfonnat:on éonthe physncal and

‘i financial aspects of the activity. - vt

- 25
 .:’point work Ethics’ instruction, to'be followed by every

My ‘Government has' promu’lgated ‘and 1ssued al2-

employee. It mcorporates wide ranging guidelines gov-
erning the manner in whlch pubhc servants carry out

their duties. .. - .7 sV
L S Ty .

Administrative Reforms & Training: -

The Assam Adm.lmstratlve Staff College (AASC) has

- emerged as one of the leadmg repos1tor1es of Knowl-

edge and training skills in the country, in the field of
public and developmental administration. It has been
recognised not only as a regional trainlinig centre of ex-

. cellence'of excellence, but also-as an institution equipped

- with the.human resources and-infrastructure to be able

‘to impart skills at the National level.
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27 During the year, a large number of trammg courses,
workshops and seminars were conducted for diverse
organisations- State Government, the Government of
India, NGOs, international organisations and special-
ised agencies. In'2002-.03, it is expected that the AASC
would continue to impart skills; and expand its ﬁeld of
. . activities, takmg on more. professmnal and trammg as-
‘7’;' :mgnments S i .".,-- T
28 The Government is the smgle la.rgest employer in the
State. It is conscnous of the potentlal mherent n this
vast pool of i manpower Tt will seek to enhance the. ca
- pabilities and out put of its employees, thought pey ;
formance énthancement and profess1onal trammg capaQ '
1 1ty bmldmg, and w1der exposure. o

,,,,,,

; " 29, . My Govemment will bnng outa State Trammg pohcy’
-:reflecting its intent to put in effect a systematic approact. .
to training and upskilling. The approach will be to pro.-

. . vide, to the extent possible, training skills at the worl
e place and reonent practwal and professmnally relevant

I’ension & Public Grievahcgg:: g .

30. My Government will strive to ensure that matters relat-
ing to the pensioners of the State Government receive
prompt and other retlrement beneﬁts system of monj..

o tormg and penodlc review of publlc grievances is pro-
' . posed to be establlsh.

PR Implementauon of Assam Accord.

31.. .My Government stands committed to the effectlve im-
- plementation of the provisions.of the Assam Accord.

oot
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. -+ 32} Weare proceedirig apace with'measures to protect, pro-

mote and document to rich cultural heritage of the State.

“ro ‘The Sankardeva Kalaksetra has:already become Know

: .. as one of'the leading cultural central centresin the coun-
+ 1o otryrIn the, Sankardeva-Kalaksetra complex, the con-

, ... ... struction of 2 auditoriums, with- a;seating-<capacity of

1250 and 300.respectively will-be taken-up. The third
_.ghase of work on the modernisation of the Jyor

" . Chitraban film Studio will also betakenup

.2 33. We will continue to interact with.the-Government of

India to resolutely pursue action to ensure:the accom-
N phshment of key areas of action under the Assam Ac-
, cord, including:(a the Assam. Gas Cracker project and
b) expedltlng construction of a road-cum- rail bridge
_over the Brahmaputra river. at Bog1beel

. )n»z _.-‘..'-F»L *’Jf R Al .u-.-
34. My Government stands comrmtted to check 1llcgal in-

JITIILT L 'vﬂ

+ l .

S
.

ﬁltratlon, anci' to ‘detect. and deport 1lleg mlgra.nts un-

_’aﬂ(l n Ut ?buufl{”- ._.,{“"ltLvi.v
der the prov1s1ons of law. At the Same tlme, it will be

BERTSVIN 3 ua;‘::;mr‘.m "l!. N R R U

at there 1s no harassmentjof constructlon of
TR W .77

border road- cum- fencmg on the Indo 2% Bangladesh
"border will be compIeted by March 2002, aind that work
s le  on'the second’ phase Would be taJcen up there after.

- ‘._ e iy ot e OVl AL e 7

..
L3

e GRRROY L et

Hlll Areas.

FYENY

..
¥ her !Ll RO R IR S

. Tia 35, The Govemment accords a hlgh pnonty to the devel-

AL ‘(_’PJ"\.L IS

et , Opment of the two. }Hlll D;lstncts. ~Greater ap}onomy has

been give to the Councils in Karbi Anglong and the
North Cachar Hnlls. At the i mmatxve of my Govemment,

LTS P L T S84

electlons to the two Autonomous hlll Councxls were held

§
and concluded successful
b ths e R BRI e _(3y1nDecembef'%901

36 To enable the counclls to ﬁnance expendiune under vari-

.
AR R
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.ous transferred.sehemes funds are released on a half .

yearly basm

- 37.. The Government Seeks to conserve the fraglle envi-

‘38. Under the PMGRY, funds have been allocated for core

- 39. The Hill Areas wﬂl‘rec_eive the highest priority form the -

. ronment and ecology ofthe hill districts. Critical pro-

grammes in this respect are the integrated Jhumia devel-

opment programme and the Watershed Development

project for Shifting Cultivation Areas. -

sectors mclud1ng education and nutrition, and especially
for the rural sector, .for roads, electnﬁcatlon, water sup-
. plyyand shelter. . L. =7 v ciowes oo e ~

' Government in matters of allocation of plan funds.

~~~~~~~

o, qae
: [

Welfare of S C S T& Backward Classes.

40 My S}ovemment is strongly and deeply comrmtted to

Ll

the ’welt"are and uphﬂ:ment of SC, ST and OBC com-
mumtles and to prov1de them opportu:mtles for devel-

' opment and advancement

. In 2002—03 the Departrnent proposes to contmue its
pmgramrnes and schemes in different areas of activity,
notably in the provisioning of educatlonal infrastruc-
- ture, scholarshlps, and vocatlonal trammg '

42 My Government has made smcere efforts thought a

v

' process of. dlSCllSSlon and dJalogue to 1dent1fy and meet
the aSplratlons of the plams tnbal commumtles of our

‘Sta‘te. Tk Thpaa

43 The Partlcular 1ssue of th pronSlon of ﬁmctlonal au-

¥

tonomy to the people of the areas m which a large
number of Bodo people resxde has recelved the atten-

‘. J’ il.' A

PO L

s
(2
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tion of my Government. The Government of Assam
desires of Assam desires a lasting solution to this prob-

. . lem, one that protects the rights of all sections, and can
. -be operationalised at the earliest. ... .. , .

. .Itis inthis context that my Government-have no objec-

.. tion to. the creation of Bodoland Territorial Council

(BTC) with Constitutional protection'under a modified

. Sixth Schedule in the Constitution with specific and

; adequate safeguards for the protection of rights of non

. B_Qdos in respect.of political economic, land settlement
.- and rights, employment and official language etc. mat-

ters. My Government will seek to allay the apprehen-
sions of all the people who live in these areas, in a spirit
of constructive cooperatlon and mutual understandmg

45. The distinguished Merbers. dfﬁie House will recall the

PE R Jl!

...... 4 [REIANE T [ BERIE A SRS 2 ﬁn— TOTL
_commitment extended inmy . address ln may 2001 to

RS w6 " 4 tv\. IR

také up w1th the zGov’regxment c7>f Indla in respect of ac-
Dy P VTSN IR

- cordmg the status of Scheduled Tnbes to partncular

b O Be G e RGOS O our State. My Government has since

taken up with ‘the Goveinment’ of Indxa to accord the
“Status of Schediiled Tribes to the Koch: Rajbongshi,
“TFea & €x- Téd Garden, Ahom ‘chutlya, Motak and
Moran commum‘tles S

‘elfér'e of Minorities: - TR

......

46 My Government is deeply is 'cérnnutted to ‘the welfare

ofthé ﬁﬂno?xtles of the State and of the peOple resxdmg 5

154 the char aréas; e

47

“In ﬂme year 2002-2003 my Govemment wﬂl continue to

prov1de for a vanety of developmental mterventlons,
F; Vi

covermg vochtnonal trammg arxd prov1 1611 ofbasnc serv- . L
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7' '48."The Assam Minorities Devélopment Board (AMDB)

[UPIPE

ST R Y r(u

e Ve,

5

.-

. '49. The Sta’ce Government has successfully conducted elec-

- Step forward in making it functiohal, ‘theréby fulfilling

SRS JE TN i _;( T -
- ,5 1. » ‘The‘ﬁoyemment w1ll work towards the ehrmnatlon of

. GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS conn 2002

> -ices. 1nclud1ng health care, drinking water supply and
. primary education. - Y 7L o

Proposes to continue its activities, including training of

‘health workers provision of vocational training, Sup-

- porting income generating activities, and creation of edu-
..+ . cationalinfrastructure. .. o,

‘hons ‘to the ™ Assaiii Board of wakf. This is a Major

- - . thé éormitient rhiade in my address to ﬂnsmsungmshed
e HousemMavaOOI ST
D - _.:{’: ‘,;, "-:’«‘F’ . V‘.’ 7;:-."?""":.1 atic -vL '“‘ PO

SN £55 AL GV L -‘
Develoy ént of Women°
M ..,)l'll [ '3{"1,- -‘ij I v ‘-‘E‘st‘ (“/t*
e y Government stands comrmtted to the recogmtlon

L arg

provnsxon of equal status of women ‘and the ena-

"‘lff“u 260 1 YIVLITN !‘rux't.:)wﬂ
lng of econormc opportumty

....
.......

gender bxas inits functlomng g
7

MLRKIKES S '4{"; ;:'.’}E".y
52- We Wlll take steps.to translate these copampitments in to

: - Teality, through administrativemeasures and the taking
4 of special schemes fargeted at women oo

Social Welfare : R s Dyl e e A

LN

RO AR AN,

..»3.My Government ; will continue to nnplement schemes for
Atl;le ‘Welfare of. those)suffenng form disabilities of vari-

rlh

ous forms, and for the less privileged members of soci-

) ety It wﬂl seok,fo 3 tam an adequate Jevel of support

- vfor mstltutloqs cstabhshed to prov1de for the needs of A}/

e such persons, 1nclud1ng mstltutlons prowdmg support
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:j@

-for those enduring hearing, visual or other physical dis-
abilities, and the under -privileged.

‘54, My Government will continue to implement schematic

interventions to support opportunities for self employ-
ment for rural woman, as well as the provision of sup-
plementary nutrition of chlldren

Agnculture.

.......

1n the economy of the State. It w1ll prov1de in its pro-
grammes and pohcles a spec1a1 empha51s on deveIOp- '

ment of the aqnculture sector.
T A R et Fa
56 Steps have been taken for the formulatxon of State Agri- .
. culture pollcy Thls pohcy wﬂl reﬂect the areas of em-
phas1s of my Goz}remxilent povzerty a}leviatlon crop di- -
L2 IRV eS| SRS 5

versxﬁcatxon,.hortxcul,ture, mechamSatlon m.ﬁ'astructm-e

(S 4 T Ol A n T S

development mductxon of mtegrated farmmg systems |

Jedl ’YX GESN L 50D

and capaclty bmldang of the Farm Management com-

REREENE OBRRLRL A . i s M

B

PR N

e e

vodl,

»

L3

mittees (FMCs) - . 4’7 - ‘
57. Increased and sustal}ned'productlon of nce has made
it possnble for the Government to encourage the diver-
31ﬁcat10n of agncultural productlon w1th an emphasis

on wheat pulses malze and orlseeds

58. The development of hortlculture and ﬂonculture and
, the commerclahsatlon of homestead or ban cultlvatlon
ofl‘er vast prospects of employment and mcome gen-
" eratlon The settmg up of the Technology Mnssnon on
Hortlcultural development for the North East has pro-
vnded 1mpetus to our own efforts in this dlrectlon

W

59 A speclal emphasls w1ll be placed on the development
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of agrihorti.cultura,lpractices;;mcludihg. poultry, dairy and

fishery. This will be operationalised though an Integrated

. . Farming System Approach, deyeloped by the Depart-

-+ mentin couaboration Wlth the. Assam Agricultural Uni-

_versny S S Y X TSRS S R

60. My Governmenthas set-up the Assam Small Farmers

" Agri-Business Consortium (ASFAC) This is in the na-

ture of a venture capital fund, and will facﬂltate the reali-

_ satlon on commerelal lmes of opportu:mtles in the agri-

' ’ horucultl.}tal sector. The Department of Agnculture will

pmvnde technologwal asmstance support the establish-
ment ofa cold cham a.nd facllltate market lmkages

- 61 We propose to adgn-lent the marketmg mﬁ'astructure for
o l ’ agncultural and hortlcultural produce The beparnnent
’ proposes to prov1de common faclhtles, market intelli-

.....

o . gence and export facnlltatlon servnees My Government

- port the expansmn of biack pepper cultlvatnon in the
'State a% weil as other maJor spnces such as gmger and
turmeric. ' T g

62 My Government has set up a multl- D1s01phnary Task

T R Force in each dlStrlct Thls wxll act as smgle wmdow

consultarncy and clearance agency to catalyse and pro-

mote actlvmes in the agn- Hortlculturaf and allled sec-
.tors. Co EAEAF TSN K . N

of

T 63. “The Agncultural umverslty has developed a number of
| drought and ﬂood resnstant varieties of paddy In addi-
v “ 'hon hlgh y1eldmg an_d short duratlon vanetxes have been
| developed oo ey , '
53 U4

64 My Government has taken a slgmﬁcant mmatlve to aug-

ment the avallabllnty of quality seeds, though the pro- -

w1ll observe the year 2002 as Splces year . It will sup-
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L motion of 'seed.villages’ in each Agriculture Extension

.. Officer (AEO) Circle. 383.such v1llages are already par-
thlpatmgm this programme,. . ... . - -

65. .My Government has initiated a proposal.to implement

.. . with. World, Bank support a:Second_phase-of the

oy . ARIASP project, covering different areas of activity in

... 7 .theagriculture and rural sectors.

S T I TURAVICE Lo 2t S S IR e R SIS T £ T P S

L}

e Co-operatlves" R R LJEURL

'

66 My Government recogmses the contnbutlon of the co-
operative ‘Thoverhent t6 the' growth and development of
- Assam, and the enormous potentlal inherént in the co-

v

'operatlves fo ’g’enérate econo Hic acﬁvn:y -at the grass

TSN "roo{\levél Bl ocpierswgue et ri:,.r.‘ nr

e 3l giergn
67 We propose 0 stréngthen ; and' émpower the coopera-

e o POk S T e
et tlve secto? Kug'ﬁ pxligces's a’ﬁf"" iﬁemto be driven

ChefE e WD DIV TIDYID LT e <5ty
- an_d mans ed&emocratxcallyby then- n’iembers to func-
tion. autonomously and eﬂiclently T
\vﬁ’l_»_ 5. e D

68 My Government wﬂl pay partlculai' attentlon to the is-
. B i absijee
sue of rural credlt In consonance w1tfh the  recommen-

danons of the commlttee on Rural credlt establlshed by

I L I I LT RUL S u-——'r :

. o the Government of Indla, we wﬂl seek to rev1tahse the
» 7 stracture of cooperat;lve credit,”

N St L

Panchayat & Rural Development

AEPTIYS o RAN .o,wwio)‘ P s "\3

R 69. In rfly address to this august ] House in May 2001, 1 had

T spoken of the eomrmtmeni of nly Government to hold
e elecnons to the Panchayats wnthm the year. I am now
N pleased and pqvlleged to Panchayats wgth the year. Iam
A L. .. . pow pleased and pnvnleged to be able to state thatelec-

L 2N D

IR tlons to the pan,chaya}'s were conducted successﬁxlly,
in December 200 1, aftera long gap of six years.

38
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70. The peaceful conduct of the elections is not just a re- ‘ l
. markable achievement. Tt also reflects the people’s de-
sire for development, to see an ‘end to ‘violence, and %

~ participate in the processes of Government.
“71. - As a part of the process of empowerment, the depart-
" fnent has taken up a programme of capacity building of
representatives of Panchayati Raj Institutions. This Pro-
gramme is intended to-accjuaint them with the policies,
‘programmes and schemes of ‘acquaint them with the
, pohcles programmes and schemes of Government. It
. wﬂl sensmse and equ;p them m spheres relevant to their

..... TR S AT
. 72 My Govemment is takmg the process of people’s par-
ticipation further, especially in the pivotal area of rural
Sz - developrnent. In this sector, schemes and activities have

cragns o s beerr reonented to make then people centred and draw
R the state s age-old reserv01r of strength of commu-

nity,
e

e 73 . The Department is engaged in an exercise of capacity
bulldlpg for rural youth though the Swte Instltute of Rural
SIS Development (SIRD) Th1s is mtended to equip them
Wlth the skills, managenal expertlse and techmcal Knowl-

edge requlred to avall of the growmg opportumtles for
self- employment o

74 The SIRD has taken up the task of prcmotmg farmer S
| Servtce dentres (FSCs) Thése are demgned to enabl®

. the educated unemployed to oﬁler serwces to the rural
sector lncludmg mechamsauon, and the supply of quality
mputs A number of self help broups( SHGs) have been b
developed to catalyse the mcreased meéhanisation of \;J"%

N agncultural actxv:ty The SIRDmll contmue to provide

N

A

SESsrs ap a v e a e

bl
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support for the creation of self- employment opportu-

nities, especially for woman, though activities in the

poultry, duck farming and dairy sub-sectors. |
- 75. My Government has undertaken to revitalise key sche-

' matic interventions such as the Mid-Day Meal scheme.
Currently, there kilogrammes of rice a month are being
provided to students in over thirty théus and Govern- _

~ ment and Government assisted lower and lower pri-
mary schools in the State.

' i Animal Husbandry & Veterina_rx '
k- 76. My Government has continued to ‘make efforts to aug-

ment milk, meat and egg production in the State', and to
provide health coverage for hvestock

77. Under the ARIASP programme a frozen semen pro-
duction centres at Khanapara and Kaliapani ( Jorhat)

. ~-;wej:e Commissioned in-July and October 2001 respec-

PSR T 5~i:‘i'veiy,:b¢) a disease:-diagnostic laboratory at Sibsagar
"~ began functioning in October 2001, c) 415 Artiﬁcial In-

; - 'semination Centres are functioning in different parts of
MU ~the State; d) 100 animal fodder nursery plots have been
5 identified e) the Duck Farms at Siphajar, Hajo and

Joysagar have been revitalised, and f) exotic pig breeds
. have been introduced at the khanapara Morigaon,
-Kaliapani and Khanikar farms.

78. The Central Chick Rearing Farm at ldlanayam has been
identified as the nodal from for the duck industry.

» 79. A National Centre for pig Research, at Rani has been

' approved by the Indian Council for Agricultural Re-

' . search. (ICAR) 17 bighas.of land allotted by the State
have recently been handed over to the ICAR.
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My Governiment has taken up a programme ofitraining
entrepreneurs in livestock and poultry farming-and meat
processing 22 pig and poultry villages are proposed to
be set up in the vicinity of éxisting departmental farms.
‘In each designated village, about 50 beneficiaries will
be provided technical support to set up farms. The De-

. -partment also proposes to establish livestock estates in

81.

82.

83

each district, to enable the taking up of livestock related
economic activity by unemployed youth.
The Swarnadhenu scheme has been launched form 30th

January 2002 Wlth the ob_) ectlve of developmg high yield-
ing cattle ‘ :

My Goverm:nent is in the process of" fonm:llatmg for the
state a breedmg pohcy for m11ch animals.

- Hishery : o
In the current year the department of Fisheries is con-

' tinuing ongoing schemes with a target of 393 hectares

'qu farmer’s ponds-and community tanks. 145 demon-

- stration projects .and almost. 200 hectares of beel and

open water fisheries are be'ing_‘taken up ¥or develop-

2 My government has enunciated a fish seed policy, to

" promote and ensure-the production, arid distribution of

85,:. =

fish seed for this Vital sector of the.economy.
- Handloom, Texfilés & Sericulture:

Sericulfure is an dgfo-'based cottage. industry. Itis a

e part of our tradition and heritage, and-plays an impor-

 tant role in the rural econoriy ASSantipossesses the un-
cotnmon dlsl]inéuon of producmg a]l four major varie-

L J- .
eu HI A ”N;‘l.«“f o
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. ties of commercialsilk--eri, muga, mulberry and tassar.

Qur State has a virtual monopoly-in the world in muga

:Apro_duc'tio_n, and.a dominant share of eri.

.My Government is committed to the development of

the sericulture sector. It will seek to expand production

. and productivity, and disseminate new technologies that
.. will add to the income of rearers, reelers, spinners and

. 87..

weavers. New markets will be develope_d through prod-
uct development and diversification. '

Last year muga production attained an all time hlgh of

* 94 metric tonnes, an achievement of which the State

and its.peoplé,can be proud. My Government is.com-
mitted to measures that will make this, and even higher

- production feasible and sustainable.

88.

' 89.

The induction of reeling and twisting machines over
the past year, in significant numbers, has increased pro-
duc’ti_vity, and-gn’ab‘led the production of higher quality

The presen;t .level of ¢ eri producuon is almost 500 met-
ric tonnes. There is-.considerable scope for expansion .
My Government will work in close collaboration with

" the central Silk Board to provide support to eri rearers.
" As in the muga sector, reehng and spmmng machines
’ have been develop and commercialised over the last
| year. These will be inducted in s1gn1ﬁca.nt numbers to

| for these products.

. provide for steady supply of high quality yam
. 90,

"The National Institute. OfDeSIgn (N1D) Ahmedabad has
been en‘trusted with a project, spec1fically to support
1he entrusted w1th a pro_; ect, speclﬁcally to support the

evejopment of erl products, and forge market linkages

MRS
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91.

93.
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The aéhieve’rﬁénts in sericulture have been enabled by
the active participation of rearer communities and NGOs,
and the adoption of an inclusive approach to seed pro-

- diiction, involving for the first time, private grainages.
92,

‘The Department will take steps in 2002-03 to upgrade
and modernise its existing seed farms, and enhance the

~ availability of food material through plantations and dis-

semination of nursery stock.

The handloom sector is increasingly toving towards

‘ comercialisaﬁon.'lnv the process, traditional skills are
‘Oeing utilised and transformed to create new products

. . and markets. A major initiative to develop and promote

" “be taken up Shortly. The Governmient will take stepsto -

94.

© 95,

‘ment. A

handloom products for foreign markets is proposed to

modernise looms, develop infrastructirre, and provide

- further marketing opportunities.

Industries:

New vistas of employment income and opportunity

_have opened on Assam’s industrial horizon through a
series of initiatives taken by Government.

" Under the chief minister’s Swa Niyojan Yojana, my

‘Government has taken up an innovative scheme to pro-
nf’°te.~-eAm:l'epl_'emeurShip skills for self for self- employ-

hundred and fifry unemployed young men and
Women form the State are currently undergoing a six-
.m°¥1ﬂ1 attaChhmnt with selected industrial establishments

n nghima, Hyderabéd,“ Lucknow and Bangalore. On
their return, they wil] pe guided and assisted by the In-
dustries Department to become full- fledged entrepre-
neurs. Another two hundred and fifty youth will be sent

in the current year to other States - to Gujarat, Karnataka
and Maharashtrg_ g '
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96. Assam is poised to take fulladantage of the Industrial

- 97.

98. The tea sector contnbutes 31gmﬁcantly to the genera-

tlon of mcome anjc} the prov1smn of en-iployment in the

99.

ey grower seg?nent i8 COnsequent
- the State. My. Government ha

- policy declared by the Government of India for the North-

East. Based on the Excise duty and incometax conces-
sions in the policy, and my Governmerit’: “pro- active
measures, a number of industrial houses have come for- ‘
ward to set.up. manufactunng umts in Assam In the
precedmg six months 1ndustr1es relatmg to the manu-
facture of diverse products- paints, detergents, cosmet-
ics and mosquito repellents- have been set up. This has

100 crores, with larger flows of, .capital ant1c1pated in
the near future.

The Government 1s aware of the trernendous potentlal
afforded by mtematlonal trade Border Trade Centres

. (BTCs) intended to act as nodal.and. facilition units to
‘promote exports are bemg established at Sutarkandi and

RS P - e DT, !

<. D A
B '.,.

State. The well bemg of the lnd&;u:}; | ihcludmg its small

Iy'a fnatter of interest to

meas- ‘

e rev1val ofan upward

path of growth and employment for the iﬁdﬁstry

Informaﬁoh—Technolo ‘ oL
My Government is conscious of the potentlal afforded
by Information Technology (IT) and its applications,

and the opportunities for employment, connectivity and
information sharmg o

ey
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100.The Assam Electronics Development Corporation has

B . been assigned nodal responsibilities for the promotion

». - -~ of information Technology. The fullest use will be made

o .- of the'infrastructure:and capabllmes of the National In-
-7 ;. formalities centre.:

" 101. My Goverm’nent w111 contmue to’ take up with Govern-
ment Of Infila, Tb,e, .agenc:les concerned and Interned
Service:providers-to improve the quahty. and outreach
of Interned related services in the State.

102 we have launched web sites for all 23 districts that are
belng updated regularly Thesé contain cmnprehenSlve

23l T data abBott the district;'and on developmental schemes
5300 7 -andservices provided by the Government. They have
= . :beendesigned to be: easily accessible and user friendly.

103 My Government will take up the task of setting up tele

ST and :Yideo conferencing facilities at District and State

T, - dquarters - This will enable improved as well as cost
sor effechve COOl‘dlnatlon and commumcatlon. o

......

1Q4 The Commumty Infonnatlon Centre ( CTC) scheme
:' o “of the C“°Vemment 'of India has been taken up by my
Govarnmént The'Séheme: en'vfsages the setting up of

",‘“v‘ "J(;

igeR an ofan IT based lnfqrrnatlon hub,xn each development

bIOCk °f the State The establlshment of CICs is a radi-
cal step, P0t§nt1ally far reachlng m ltS 1mpact They will
glven to the f-ufgi pubhc easy and speedy access to
Governxnent Servmes Though the Interned the CICs
will serve as an €ducational medium, bringing new tech-
nology and knowlédyg 1o the reifiotest éorners of As-

*

L : . -, . Y N
s ¢ H Cae . R S R R

U

' 1‘05. Sixty five'CICs havé already been sanctioned, and fif-
teen are fully functional. By Indepéridence Day this year,
' CICs are Proposed to be opérationaliséd in all 219 De-
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velopment Blocks in the State.

. 106 ‘MyG’d\}emment will seek to computerise.Government

0fﬁces, ‘Induct elements of e- governance and deliver
through the use of information'technology. public serv- .
ices efficiently and transparently. It will. encourage local
~-entrepreneurs to develop IT based apphcatlons for use

S in Govemment and other sectors.: ‘

107.My Government has completed a reView of all the 49
State Level public Enterprises (SLPEs) under 22 Ad.
ministrative Departments. It has finalised:enterprise -

~..wise recommendations for reform, restructuring and re-
~ orientation. In 2002-03 my Government will seek to |
operatlonahse the recommendatlons of the rev1ew

108 It will continue the process.of updatmg of accounts of .
the SLPEs. The Department will. provide technlcal and
managenal assmtantance to them, and arrange hurnan
- resource development.programmes for their Personnel.

s VA e

Labour& Employment: < . - _
109. My Government will in'2002-03' contmue to provide
tralmng and impart skill t6 the unemployed youth of the
*State. This will be done though the 24 Industnal Train-

~ ing Institutes (ITIs) and though craﬁsrnen and appren-
tice Training schemes. :

110 Having secured’ the approval of the Govemment of

* India for the package my Govemi‘nent will take up a) . .

“establishment of 4 new ITIs; at Mongaon lerugarh, B

Hailakandi and Goalpara b) a programme of moderm-.

satiori of existing ITIs, and c)a prog ‘o of o g
of i lnstructors and local youth in advanced coursés Out._-. o .-‘

side the State SRR I AN A
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Excise:

111. My Government is deeply aware of the adverse impact
‘on society and individuals of narcotic.and forms of drug
" ~addiction. This growing menace will be countered by a
_revitalised Assam State Anti Drug and prohibition Coun-
cil. The Council will be entrusted with the responsibility
of creating Social awareness and mobilising public opin-

ion to tackle this problem.

Power:

112 The power Sector is key to the provisioning of infra-

~ 'structure in the State. My Government is making seri-
" ous efforts to augment power availability and improve

- itsreliability. Amongst the measures to enhance genera-

~ tion are the renovation and modernisation of the Lakwa

- ‘and Namrup thermal power stations, and proposed

" project for utilisation of the waste heat of Lakwa ther-
mal power station.

113. Strengthening of Transmission losses, programmes of
- energy audit, metering and system Improvement have
- been taken up. Notably, the revenue of the Assam State

- Electricity Board from sale of energy during 2001-02

has shown an increase of about 20% over the previous
year.

114. Nine hundred unserved villages are proposed to be elec-
trified during 2002-03. My Government will seek to elec-
+ trify the remaining villages within 2007, in accordance

- with Natlonal policy. ‘ ‘ '
115. In the context of the process of reform and restructur-
ing, a one- man Assam Electricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (AERC) has been established in August 2001. The




¢

L

.........

.*:[- Comirnission has been given an extensive mandate, cov-

PR 4

. .Pubhc Works-

116. My Government is responswe to the need to. strengthen :

.1stMarch  GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 25

ering tariff fixation, adjudication of disputes regulation
of power purchase and procurement, and coordination
environmental regulatory agencies. ',

A N

LGS A T N

Y

~ the road transportatlon‘network to. provide for better

connectivity, especially in rural areas, and to prov1de
access to and form markets.

117.1n the current financial year we have taken up under the
. -Stateplan, construction.of 2 RCC bridges, 199 kilome-
... tres 0f road- length for metalling and black- topping and

- 35 kilometres.of roads for im mprovement. 165 kilome-
.. tres of,road length have been mken up under the Pradhan

. Mantri Gram Sadak Yo_]a.na for metallmg and black- top-
. ping. . :

2.2118:FheN atxonal nghways network has also recewed at-

" tention, with activities of' bridge construction, widen-

ing, raising.and improvement of riding quality having

. been taken up. There has been substantial activity and

progress in the work related to constructlon of border
~ roads and fencing along the Indo-Bangladesh border.

119 The Department has, taken up work with loan assist-

ance. form NABARD, from funds-made available by

. HUDCO, and under the world Bank assisted ARIASP.
‘project. A major flyover at Ganeshguri in Guwahati has

become functibnal Work on the Uluban flyover in

. Guwahan is continuing. ) ‘J
1 20 ‘The Department is engaged in W1despread building ac-

tivity This includes work at Raj Bhawan, at the Legisla-
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tive Assembly, and the construction of a multistoried
* building at the Secretariat complex.

. .
ase el

Flood Control:

121.My Government accords a hlgh pnonty to addressmg
the issue of recurring floods: and the issue of recurring
" floods and accompanying’ ‘devastation.

122 Given the scale of the problerm; its inter- State nature
Ut and inplicati ons, ‘and thé magmtude of the resources
needed, we seek to work in conjunction with the Gov-
‘ertitnent of India and its agencies. We would continue
“ to Stiess to the'Central Government the need to declare
2t gt ad s ¢ National- problem’ and to'expedite the imple-
RS mentatlon and completion of critical prOJects

123 On its part, my Government will contlnue the imple-
mentation 6f schemes to stabxhse ex:lstmg flood controi
 structures. It proposes to take up new schemes to cover
77+ additional flood:prone areas under protective measures,
T2t with fesourcés From the iState, the NEC, and the non -
" lapsable'pool of central resources. - -
© _'i'z4 ' The ‘contimiing and large- ‘Scale” erosion along the
V Brahmapuu-a and its tributaries is‘a cauSe of serious
' concern. My Govemment ‘will dontinue schematic in-
~terventions in thé form of anti- erosion measures, and
" ‘také up’'new schemies in unprotected areas.

1 25. MY Government is also exarmmng new and innovative
» approaches for ﬂood ma.nagement which go beyond
 traditional engineering solutions we in our State cannot
wish away the ﬂoods but we can seek to harness the

- will stress the deVelop‘ment»of appropnate rural infra-




1st March

GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 27
étructure- and agricultural packages.. They. will base them-

.......

floods, not necessanly to control the,ljp. e

e A

VT I

Trrigatiom: ¢ NENRED TADEEIEY

126 The Government is committed to expansion of the irri-

gated ar€a, to support enhancéd production and pro-

. ductivity in the agriculture sectot.- Work is currently in

progress on a number of major\ medium projects and
minor irrigation schemes. My Government will con-
struct, and will complete ongoing irrigation projects’

_-which will add substantially to the State’s realisation of

its u'nganon potential.

-127. To optnnally utilise the mvestment in n'ngatlon facilities

-

~ over. the years, my Government will stress the mainte-

- -nance and repair-@firrigation assets and their manage-
;. .mentthrough community based participation. As a first
... -step; the Irrigation. Department has ep;barl;ed on anew
. and innovative policy to form associations of water us-

ers, and to involve them in maintenance and manage-

- ment. .

Public Health Engineering: .

128 My Government is committed to pursuing its goal pro-

viding safe drinking water facilities in all habitations in

" rural areas. There is a particular emphasis on habita-

fions that présently have no access to safe drinking wa-
ter, and those that are only partially covered.

129.1ti is 1ntended to encourage the participation of commu-

“nities in the operation and maihtenance of rural water
suppiy and sanitation facilifies. In this context, a pilot
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:programmé”in there districts ( Jorhat, Kamrup and
Sonitpur) to train grassroot level beneficiaries has been
taken up.’ '

130. In The rural sector the construction of Jow cost sanita-
tion facilities, for households and. in schools has been

- emphasised. It is proposed to take up‘y‘unde.r a commu-
nity- oriented programme eight districts, for provision

. of'such facilities. Awareness programmes will also taken

" up through NGOs. | '

“Health & Family Welfare:

expansion of basic health care. As a key element of this
- approach, we will complete partially constructed health
- care fa‘c’iﬁties; and repair and renovate existing facilities,
in particular in rural areas. In the year 2002-03, It is
172 primary health ¢entres and State Dlspensanes. This
will enable the expansion of health care facilities in rural
areas. - v - ‘ S o
132. It is also proposed to strengthen District and sub divi-
sional level Hospitals. Construction 0of 200 bedded Hos-
pitals at Tezpur, North Lakhimpur, Nagaon, Nalbari,
- Goalpara, Mangaldoi, Karimganj, Barpeta and Haflong
are in progress, Construction of 100 bedded sub- divi-
sional level Hospitals are also in progress, at Sadiya,
Nazira, Charaideu, Majuli, Udalguri, Rangia, Hat
Singimari, Bilasipara and Hajo. P
133.1In addition to. blood banks, six reglonal dlagnostlc cen-
tres are proposed to established in selected District level
- Hospitals. In the Tenth plan, with support from NEC
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| funding, nine Accident and Trauma Care Centres are
| ‘planned to be setup in selected District level Hospitals.
134. In the current year, my Government has made signifi-
cant changes in the drug purchase policy, to ensuré the
avilability of standard quality drugs. ‘
135. The formation of autonomous and participative Struc-
| tures of management for District and sub- Divisional
" jevel hospitals are under the active consideration of my
Govemment. Itis expeCted that these structures, in the
\ & ) form of autonomous and empowered societies, will pro-
> vide for better management of hospitals, and an impe-
tus to the attainment of the health goals of the State.

136. My Government proposes to introduce super- speciali-

sation in the three Medical Colleges, with support form .

the NEC and from Government of India It is also pro-

posed to establish facilities of tele- medicine in the Medi-

.. cal Colleges, with support from the Government of In- -

137. My Government will lay emphasis on the enforcement

@ of public health laws, including the Anti- Smoking Act,

the Mental ‘Health Act, and the Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Techniques Act. A o

é o 138. The Government is Committed to the implementation
' of National programimes for malaria, blindness control,
prevention of AIDS, tuberculosis and cancer, as well as

family welfare programmes.

‘Education:

N 139. My Government continues to committed to the im-
provement of the quality of elementary and secondary
education, and to the streamlining of the systems of the
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ddministration of education.

140. As a first stép' > My Govefnment has reconstituted the

" Managing committees of schools at the primary, elemen-

-~ tary and secondary level. The reconstituted committees

have been empowered, with administrative and finan-

cial powers, and in the process of selection of teachers.

.-Despite a reiatiizely favourable overall pupil- teacher ra-

. tio, ,the‘r‘ek Steps to rationalise the déploymént of teach-

' ers in schools, taking into account the actual require-

Loment T |

) 1 '1_41“. The Sarve Siksha Abhiyan (SSA)is uﬁdeg‘ implementa-

. . tioninnon- DPEP districts, through a State level soci-

., % the Axom Sarva Siksha Abhiyan. The SSA i not

therely a funding scheme, but a catalyst for reform. It

T ":'?1’5' emerged as a primary instrument for attainment of

H

he goal of universalisation of primary education. The

' core €lements. of the SSA include: a) improvement of

* the quality of education through training, and develop-
ment of textbooks and teacher handbooks and training,
b).access to_schooling for disadvantaged groups, c)

;v - -Strengthening and capacity building of educational sup-
+ .y Port institutions, d) community ownership of school

based interventions.

1,4_2-MY government has taken steps for preparation of a
_ APEI‘s‘p'evcti\?e pla’fl for the iﬁlplementation _of the SSA in
 the State with assistance from the National Institute of

Educational Planning & Administration (NIEPA)

143. My Government is mindful of the need to place an em-
phasis on the development of professional education.
The State Universities have been directed to take up
OpPportunity and market t_)'rien_,tedvcourses, in informa-
tion i:écl‘mplogy and other spheres. .
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| - Sports & Youth Welfare:

*~~144.0ur State is a vast pool of talent on the sports field.
© ' Our young sportswomen have achieved laudable suc-
cesses in competitions at the National level, in the disci-
plines of football, Cricket Swimming, Table tennis and
badminton. They have made a mark in the international
arena too, representing the country in badminton, swim.- |
-ing, Crick'etand football. My Government will encour- ‘
age and nurture this talent. .~ .
@ o 145. My Government is committed to-the implementation
of an action plan for rural sports and to activation of
~ youth organisations. It will continue its programmes for
creation of sports infrastructure, holding of coachjng'
camps and tournaments and encouraging our youth to
participate in adventure sports and mountaineering.

&\‘ ’

_Revenue, Relief & Rehabilitation: -
146! The Revenue Departmient is taking steps for the ra-
*tional and effective management of Iand, bur primary
natural resource.
147. The Department has completed settlement Operations
in Karimganj distinct and prepared fresh land records.
Survey and settlement operations in J. onai, Dhemaji and
Sadiya have been completed. A Process of reassess-
’ment of lg.nds in tOvs{ps, and in rural areas has recently
| been aﬁnouncéd. These measures are expected to up-
date records, records, rationalisé the use of land, and
enhance the realisation of land reveénue,

e

148. In addition to the Ohgoing schemes of char ’él'nvey in
A .. Lower Assam, It is proposed to take up new schemes
of survey in Upper Assam. ' T
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149. The Department is taking steps to computerise land
records. This will make the system of record keeping

more efficient, and the records easily accessible to land
owners and users.

'150. During 2001 the State was hit by one wave of flood,
from 3 1st July. This extended into the first week of Au-
gust, and as many as fifteen districts were affec ted. The

- Government has so far incurred an expenditure of over
Rs. 13 crores, in the form of gratuitous relief, rehabilita-
tion grants, funds for repair of roads, bridges and em-
bankments, and for provision of rabi seeds to farmers.

~ 151. During the year, the Department continued relief meas-

ures in Kokrajhar and Dhubri districts and its activities

- of providing relief to persons affected by ethnic vio-

- lence, in the form of ex-gratia and rehabilitation grants,
and financial assistance. The Department also extended

- financial assistance to the next of kin of persons killed
- by extremists in the State.

Forests:

152. My Government is committed to a policy of protec-
‘ tion :cmd conservation of our forest wealth, and to pre-
serv.mg the rich and unique bio-diversity of our State.
Punng the year 2002-03 an area of 65 square kilometres
1s proposed to be brought under tree cover, and more
than 2.5 million seedlings,distributed under socilal for-
estry programmes. 4
153. Efforts will be made to enhance revenue collection dur-
ing 2002-03 through settlement of mahals and disposal
of timber under Government stock, in a manner con-
sistent with the judgment on the subject of the supreme




)
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Court. The: Department wxll step up its eﬁ'orts to collect

, arrears, of revenue

154 In consonance w1th the Natlonal Forest pohcy, Partici-
O patory;f:orest.m,anagement_moel'els; will be implemented,

.. . Through the process of Joint Forest Management (JFM).
. Guidelines will soon be ﬁnalised, and a JFM action plan

. will be prepared with assistance form the Tata Energy
: Resea,rch Institute ( TERI)

'
[

' Soil Conservation: * =~ -

155 The Soﬂ conservation department seeks to develop

agncultu.ral land through the adoptlon of soﬂ conserva-

o - tion practlces These 1nclude river tralmng, afforesta-
. .,,tlon, gully control and land development In 2002-03,

S

s ration & Guwahati Development

sres

the Department will continue to take up such schemes,
1n the process generatmg employment as well

Plan 'n

-

. Mume’ al Admmrs-

; Coun

156 In the:‘current year;, draft Master plans for Dhubn and

157

Kokrajhar were prepared and the Master plan for Silchar
town was revised. Final Master plans for Sonari &
Karimganj were completed, and these are-under scru-
tiny. Draft Master plans for elght towns are under prepa-
rat1on and seven Master plans are under rev1s1on

In-2002-03, it is proposed to take up. addmonal towns
for preparation.of Master plans. The Coverage of the

Integrated Development of Small& Medium Towns
o (IDSMT) scheme as well as the Natlonal Slum Devel-
A opment programme (N SDP) is proposed to be ex-

panded. It is also proposed, der the Integrated basic
Serv1ces( IBS) programme, to provrde basm amemtles
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tation facilities for footpath dwellers.

158. A major programme of i 1mprovement of storm drain-
ageis currently under implementation in Guwahati. The
‘extension of the Kamakhya water supply scheme is in

Guwahati. The extension of the kamakhya water supply

- scheme is in progress. In addition. In the year 2002-03,
~ the Guwahati Metropolitan area Development Authority .
proposes to take up a number of schemes. These in-
clude the strengthening of infrastructural facilities, pro-
vision of parking, community toilets, crematoria, and
the enforcement of the Master plan and building bye-

~ laws The issue of revision of rates of property taxes,
trade licenses and entry fees is under consideration, as
a part of measures to enable the Guwahati Municipal

' }corporatlon to raise resources for the provxsmn of ur-
ban serv1ces.

1 59 The mumclpal Administration Department proposes to
- take up a number of schemes for urban local bodies in
2002-03, including infrastructural development garbage

- collection and safe disposal, and construction of mar-
kets in selected towns.

Fbod & Civil Supplies:

160! My Government will contmue its efforts to streamline

the public Distribution Systern, to ensure that essential
commodities are made available, in particular to per-
sons living below thé poverty line. -

- 161. The Department has commenced implementation of the

Antyodya Anna YOJana targeted at the poorest of the
poor Under the scheme, such fan‘uhes are being pro-
vided with 25 Kﬂograrnmes of nce €ach month.

162 Implementation of another ploneermg scheme, the
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Amnapurna scheme has commenced., Almost 26.000

_destitute and helpless persons are proposed to be-cov-

ered under its provisions.

_’Ii'_;an_sm

.. 163. My government has taken up the restructurmg of the

Assam. State Transport corporation (. ASTC) coupled

‘with.an attractive VRS package. It has also been de-

cided that ASTC services will operate to and from every
district headquarter. ASTC has beguzn' a new scheme of
operating private buses under the ASTC banner on a
‘fare - share’ basis for i increasing revenue. The scheme
has recelved an encouragmg response '

Tounsm

164 My Government is. comm1tted to mak:ng eﬂ'orts to re-
. alise the enormous tourist potential of our State. This is .
. sought to be achieved through the provisioning of in-

frastructure, marketing and promdtiori, and cenduct of
tourist events. The active partlclpatlon of the private
sector in the development of tourism is bemg sought.

- 165. There has been an encouraging response to the efforts

of the department . This 1s reflected in an mcreasmg
number of tourist a:rrlvals An annual cycle of tourism
promotion events has been initiated, including the Tea

- Tourism festival, the Guwahati Beach festival and the

Dehmg—Patkal festival. These events have received a
notable response The participation in 1rade and tour-
ism events in other parts of the country a.nd abroad has
also generated con51derable mterest '
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-~ Science, Technology & Environment:
166.My Government attaches a high priority to the develop-
ment of science and technology, and appli¢ation in dif-
ferent fields of developmental activity
167 The encouragement of a scientific disposition, harness-
o mg of stientific knowledge in support of development,
and dlssemmauon of appropriate technologies are piv-
' otal elements of the Departrnent s approach. It will,
| through 1ts programmes, stnve to generate awareness
- and sc1ent1ﬁc temper beglnnmg at the school level
168 Amongst the maJor areas of focus of the department
are non-conventlonal energy and the apphcanon of re-
mote sensing tech;mques In the year 2002—03 the De-
Partment will support the wider utilisation of the poten-
' tial afforded by non conventional energy, and promote -
. 'the use of data génerated through remote’sensing tech-
mques by Government and Sther users. -

1 69- MY Govemment w111 contmue to develop and augment
research facilities in research institutions in the State, in
G Partlcular at the Instltute of advanced Study in Science
- “and Technology, and the Ceiitré for plasma physics

179 T have placed before’ “you our intent, policies and pro-
grarnmes. My Govemment is Committed to their Im-
Plementatlon and to the realisation of the objectives set
°‘1t by them. We will strive t6 make ASSam a progres-

swe and prosperous State a land of opportumty and
advancement '

,.r.

of our State S hlstory, one that presents many challenges.
Mr. Speaker and Honourable members of the House in
these challenges lie opportunities, the making of history
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#

,o 172. My Government.is profoundly-conscious of the im-

and the future of generatxons yetunborh is in your hands.

mense responsibility given to us by the people of As-
sam. Our mandate from them‘ is based on hope and -
‘aspiration, the people have placed their trustin‘us. We
will make every endeavour to fulfill their.expectations.
'173.1In this task my Government seeks the cooperation of
all, irrespective of affiliation, and urges.them to join

hands in a coalition for change a partnershlp for .
rprogress, an alliance for Assam: - T AR +L

@ R - (Then the Hon’ble Governaor took his séat and the Na—
3 tional Anthem, was played again: After theNational An-
them, the Governor left the House), i« '

MTr Speaker : Now under sub-rule 2.0of Rule ,,13 of the Rules. of

Procedure and Conduct of Busmess in Assam Leglslatlve

B fAssembly. I hereby report thethtﬁe bovemor has’ been

" 'pleased t toa speech A copy ‘of the' speedh‘has ready been

~ “iaid on the tablé ‘and pies of the spééch havebeen distrib-

,&%‘ - uted to the Hon'ble Members also. Tea and snacks have
‘ been arranged in the Central Hall of the Assembly Building

:m Honour of the Hon'ble Govemor I, therefore, request

the Hon'ble ChJefMlmster, Hon'ble Mlmsiers, Hon'blel\din

isters of States, Hon'ble Members ofthe I-Iouse CmefSec-

. retary, Commissioners; Secretaries to the.Govt: of Assam,

D.G.P, D.1.Gs and other senior Policé: Officers and the

Head of he Departrnents presents in the Officer's Gallery,
- Gentlemen of the Press in the Press Gallefy mcluding‘Elec-
tromc media persons; Ofﬁmal*Repbpteﬁs _]om ‘the Hon'ble

Govemor at tea arranged in Central I—l’éll P w..v.—‘

Now, the House stands adjourhed for 30 mmutes
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MOTION OF THANKS ON GOVERNOR'S ADURESS

(The house reassembled at 10-35 AM after tea break w1th
Hon'ble Speaker in the Cha1r )

Mr Speaker Now item No. 2 I have recelved a notice on the
motion. of thanks-from Wazed Ali Choudhury, Hon'ble

- Member. Inow request Shn ‘Wazed Ali Choudhury to move
themotlon o o '

L

Shrl Wazed Ali Choudhury 31Sir, 1 beg to move that the mem-
' bers of the Assam Legislative Assembly are grateful to the
'"Hor'ble Governor:for the speech he has delivered in this
house today the 1'st Maich, 2002.

g

- Mr. Speaker Now, I request Shri Ripun Bora, Hon'ble Mem-
’ ‘ bers to move his motion.

Shl‘l Rlpun Bora : Sir, I second the moticn.
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REPORT OF THE BUSINESS ADViSORY SOMMITTEE

™ir Speaker : The Motion has now been moved. Debate on the
Governor's Address has been allotted on 4th, 7th and 8th
March, 2002. Amendment on the motlon w1ll be received
by the Assembly Secretariat upto 3'P.M. on 2nd March,
2002. Hon'ble Members may submit-the notice of amend-
ment on the Motion of Thanks on Governor's Address on
the time and date fixed above to the Secretary; Assam Leg-
1slat1ve Assembly or in the Notlce Ofﬁce ifthey do désire.

, o .NQW, 1tem No. 3, Under Rule 230 of the Rules of
K-S Procedure and Conduct of Business, I called the Business
8 " Advisdry Committée on 8th: February, 2002 in my Office
Chamber to finalise the 'Calendar- of the currént Budget

~ Session and the Committee after ‘threadbare d1scuss10n
decided to contmue the Sess1on t111 10th Apnl 2002 There

~ would be 22 workmg days 19 days would be devoted for
transaction of Government Busmess and 3 days would be

'*"" ‘devoted for transaction of Private Members'" Business. I

- tl)gnk the Calendar for the current session has:the. approval
of the, Hon’ble Members of t]:usHouse

e e

2 | PANEL OF CHAIRMEN

Mr Speaker Now item No 4. Under Rule 9 (1) of the Rulés of
““Procedure and Conduct of Business in A'ssam Leglslatlve

Assembly, I now announce the names of the Members con-

~ stituting the panel of Chalrman for the Current Sessm)n of
the Assam Leglslatlve Assembly —

1. Shri Dileswar Tantl
2. Dr. Kalyan Kumar Gogm ) ,
&= ) 3 Shri GumnHazanka S Q Y
" 4. Shri Bn’nalangshu Roy. ' o '

N
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" LAYING OF ORDINANCE; REPORT, STATEMENT ETC.

Mr Speaker : Item No. 5. I now call upon Sri Bhumidhar Bar-
man, Hon.ble Minister, P & R. D. etc. to lay the Assam
Panchayat (Amendment) Ordinance, 2001.

Dr. Bhumidhar Barman (Minister) : I beg to lay the Assam
Panchyat (Amendment) Ordmance 2001.

§ Mr Speaker : Item No 6. I now call upon- Shri Bharat Ch.
Narah, Minister, Parliamentary Affairs to lay the Report of
the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (R/R), Ap-
propriation Accounts and Finance Accounts for the year

: 2000-2001 relating to the Govt. of Assam.

Shri Bharat Ch. Narah (Minister) : I now, lay before the House
_the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of In-
~ dia (R/R), Appropriation Accounts and Finance Accounts

for the year 2000-2001 relating to the Govt. of Assam.

Mr Speakeér : Now item No. 7. I now call upon Shri Devananda
Konwar, Minister, Power to lay the Annual Statement of

Accounts of the Assam State Electnmty Board for the year
1998-99, '

. Devananda Konwar (Minister) : I now lay before the House

"The Annual Statement of Accounts of Assam State Elec-
tricity Board for the year 1998 -99".

Mr Speaker : I now call upon Shri Bharat Ch. Narah, Minister,
Parliamentary A ffairs and Chairman of the Select Commit-
tee to lay the report of the Select Committee. On the As-
sam Right to Information Bill, 2002".

Shri Bharat Ch. Narah (Minister) : I beg to lay before the
House the Report of the Select Committee on the Assam
Right to Information Bill, 2001."
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(One minute silence was obsrved in honour of the departed

' souls by all the Members of the House)
' The House stands adjourned till 9 A.M. on 4-3»-2‘002'.,

* ADJOURNMENT

The house then stood ad_]ourned at 1 1-05 A M.till 9 A.M. on

"’Monday, the 4th Ma.rch, 2002.

Dispur o - M.K. Sarma

The 1st , March, 2002 .. -+ Secretary,

Assam Legzslatzve Assembly
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