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Souvenir published on the occasion of the 84" Foundation

Day Celebration of the Assam Legislative Assembly, April 7,

2021. Edited, printed and published by Shri S K Sharma, AJS,
Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly.

Editorial Board: MESSAGE
Shri Sanjeev Kumar Sharma, AJS. o . '
Secretary, ALA. Editor I am glad to lcarn that the Assam Legislative Assembly is celebrating its
! ’ 84 Foundation Day and is bringing out a Souvenir to mark the occasion.
Shri Indrajit Mozumder The Assam Legislative Assembly has a long and glorious history tracing
Jt Secretary, ALA. Member back to the pre-Independence era. The Assembly has traversed a long journey
since its first sitting on 7™ April 1937. The history of the Assam Legislative
Shri Pradip Handique Assembly, in essence, reflects the history of constitutional development in India.

Emincnt personalities have greatly enriched the legislative tradition of Assam and
evolved healthy democratic practices and legislative procedures for fulfilling the
aspirations of the people of the State. Through its effective deliberations, the

Jt Secretary, ALA. Member

Shri Samudra Gupta Kashyap Legislative Asscmbly of Assam has immensely contributed to strengthen the
Special Invitee democratic mosaic of our country and has been an important partner in national
development.

Shri Haren Buragohain

It is rightly said that the soul of parliamentary democracy lies in its debates
Member

and discussions. The legislators have an important role in enhancing the standing
of the law making bodies among the people by their performance and conduct
which would inspire confidence and trust among people in our parliamentary
institutions. This assumes more significance in the context of COVID-19
pandemic which has posed unprecedented challenges to India and the whole world.
The legislators across the country have an important responsibility of seriously
reflecting in their respective legislatures on this challenging situation that the
country is facing and launching a national cffort to'come out of it at the earliest.

I sincercly hope that the people and the legislators of Assam continue to
work hand in hand to create a better tomorrow for the people of the State and
usher in a new era of development, prosperity and progress.

. . . : I felicitate the Assam Legislative Assembly on its Foundation Day and wish
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MESSAGE

It is a matter of great pleasure to learn that Assam Legislative
Assembly, the constitutional epithet of democracy in the state is
observing its foundation day on 7 April 2021. Synchronising with the
occasion the Assembly is publishing a souvenir.

Assam Legislative Assembly since its inception has been on the
fore front in promoting democratic ethics. This institution has been
particularly proactive in protecting and strengthening the democratic
traditions and working to build a democratic empowerment narrative
around the philosophy of the Constitution of India. Celebration of yet
another foundation is the testimony of Assam Legislative Assembly’s
impressive journey in this aspect.

On this occasion I convey best wishes to all directly and indirectly
associated with Assam Legislative Assembly. I hope the souvenjr being
released on the occasion is read and appreciated by everybody,

Dated: March 26, 2021 (Prof. Jagdish Mukhi)
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Assam Legislative Assembly :
A Peep Into The Past

he Assam Legislative Assembly is one of the

oldest Legislative Assemblies of India, second

only to Uttar Pradesh Assembly. The proposal
for establishment of Legislative Assemblies for the
provinces of British India was first made in 1932. It
was however the Government of India Act passed by
the British Parliament in 1935, which provided for
setting up a bicameral Legislature in Assam comprising
a Legislative Council and a Legislative Assembly, they
being the Upper and Lower Houses respectively. A
general election was held across the country in
February 1937 under provisions of the Government of
India Act of 1935, and Legislative Assemblies were
thus constituted in the different provinces including
Assam, Bengal, Bihar, Bombay, Central Provinces,
Madras, the North West Frontier Province, Orissa, the
Punjab, Sind and United Provinces.

While the first elected government in Assam, headed
by Saiyid Mohammad Saadulla was sworn in on April
1, 1937 by Governor Robert Neil Reid, the newly-
elected Assam Legislative Assembly first met on April
7,1937. Thus April 7, 1937 is the foundation day of
the Assam Legislative Assembly. Virtually the whole of
today’s North-eastern Region, barring the present
states of Manipur and Tripura (which were then
princely states) constituted the Assam province, with
Shillong as her capital. Basanta Kumar Das and Md
Amiruddin were elected as the first Speaker and first
Deputy Speaker respectively.

It is however interesting to look back at the
developments in Assam since the arrival of the
colonial rulers till the establishment of the Assam
Legislative Assembly. Annexed to British India on
February 24, 1826, Assam was first placed under
the Bengal Presidency. On February 6, 1874, it was
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made a separate Chief Commissioner’s province.
The Chief Commissioner administered his
province as a delegate of the Governor-General.
But in practice, the powers he was entrusted were
nearly as wide as those of a Lieutenant-Governor.
The Presidency of Bengal did have a Legislative
Council constituted in 1862 under provisions of the
Indian Councils Act of 1861. But it had no
representation from the Assam Division. On
September 12, 1874, the Bengali-speaking and
thickly populated Sylhet district — which was
historically and culturally an integral part of
Bengal — was incorporated with the new Chief
Commissioner’s province of Assam. The new
arrangement had three distinct elements, (i) the
Brahmaputra Valley was overwhelmingly
Assamese-speaking and Hindu majority, (ii) the
hills were inhabited by various tribal communities
who practiced their own respective indigenous
faiths, and (i) the Bengali-speaking and Muslim-
majority Surma Valley (as Cachar and Sylhet were
together referred to). The same year the
headquarters of Assam was shifted from Guwahati
to Shillong.

Assam’s status as Chief Commissioner’s Province
however was abolished in 1905 and it was merged

with the newly-created Eastern Bengal. The new
province coming to be known as ‘Eastern Bengal &

Assam’, and Dhaka became its capital. The new

province called ‘Eastern Bengal and Assam’ came

into existence from October 16, 1905, thus ending

Assam’s status as a separate province. Dhaka

became the capital of the new province, and the

administrative headquarters of Assam, which was

shifted from Guwahati to Shillong in 1874, ceased

to exist or function. The Gazetteer of Bengal and
Northeast India however mentions Shillong as
“summer capital of the Government of Eastern
Bengal and Assam.”

The same year (1905) the Legislative Council of
Eastern Bengal & Assam was established in Dhaka
under provisions of the Councils Act of 1892. It
started functioning from December 18, 1¢06. This
Council had 15 members; of them, two quasi-
elected seats were allotted to Assam. in reality
however, there was only one member from Assam;
he was an Englishman called James Buckingham,
whose sole concern was that of the European tea
planters. The other seat lay vacant for the first
couple of years. That there was anything that
Assam could look up to in the very first Imperial
Council can be gauged from the following remark
in Political History of Assam: “Even in the Council
of Eastern Bengal and Assam, the interest of the
people of Assam always went in default. The non-
Assamese members of the Council took little or no
interest in the affairs of Assam and in fact some of
them were so allergic to this province that they
could not tolerate the retention of the very name
‘Assam’ in the provision of a certain Act.”

The Comprehensive History of Assam on the other
hand said — “In the Legislative Council of Eastern
Bengal and Assam there was no representative of
the Brahmaputra Valley, and in the Imperial
Council too there was none to look after the
interests of Assam. The non-Assamese members
in the Provincial Council of Eastern Bengal and
Assam took little interest in the affairs of the
Brahmaputra Valley. Consequently, the interests of
the Assamese always went by default.”

Given this situation, the Assam Association, led by
its president Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua and
general secretary Manik Chandra Barua, made
several appeals to the colonial government to
make provisions for representation of the
Assamese people in the Provincial Council.
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Formed in 1903, the Assam Association in fact had
succeeded the Jorhat Sarbajanik Sabha — the latter
was a landmark in the history of political
associations in Assam founded in 1884 by
Jagannath Barua —and was the mouthpiece of the
people of Assam in making various
representations to the government regarding their
needs and grievances, hopes and aspirations.

A little over two years that the Assamese
remained unrepresented in the Provincial Council,
and the government finally conceded to the Assam
Association’s demand in February 1909 and Manik
Chandra Barua was made a member. He was
however not a representative of the Assam
Association in the true sense of the term; instead
an elected representative of the various Local
Boards of Assam.

Barua, in his maiden speech in the Council,
focussed on the ill-effects Assam suffered due to
its clubbing with Eastern Bengal, and said
whatever Assam had gained since it was
separated from Bengal Presidency in 1874 were
now all lost. He also said that while all indigenous
people were placed in great danger of being
‘elbowed out’ of all kinds of government and
industrial employment, the Assamese people and
their language were “in great danger of being
crushed out” unless special measures were taken.
Barua also put on record how Assam was taxed
four times more than Eastern Bengal, when, in
actuality, it was entitled to more share of revenue.

The strength of the Council was soon increased to
40 under provisions of the Indian Councils Act of
1909, and Assam was allotted three more seats,
These five seats were filled up as follows — (i)
local boards of Brahmaputra and Surma Valleys
will elect one member each, (ii) municipalities to
elect on member, (iii) one member from the
Mohammedan community alternately elected
from each valley, with Surma Valley getting the
first opportunity, and (iv) one member alternately
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representing land-holders or municipalities of
Surma Valley. While the enlarged Provincial
Council with 40 members first met on January 4,
1910, there were actually only two members from
the Brahmaputra Valley in it, they being Manik
Chandra Barua and Bhuban Ram Das. The break-
up of the Council members, besides the Lieutenant
Governor (who was also a member who presided
over it) was: Britishers — 21, Bengali — 16, and
Assamese — 2. The Surma Valley members being
Bengali-speaking, irrespective of their faith, were
obviously counted as Bengali.

Despite being only two in a House of 40, Manik
Chandra Barua and Bhuban Ram Das boldly raised
a lot of public issues in the Council. They strongly
opposed enhancement of land revenue rates and
demanded ‘exclusive rights of the children of the
soil’ to government jobs and public services,
besides development of institutions of higher
education and industries, and of course
transportation and communication. But then,
despite the fact that the duo made ‘brilliant
performance’ in the Council, Assam continued to
be part of the province called ‘Eastern Bengal and
Assam’.

In December 1911, Assam’s status as a Chief
Commissioner’s province was restored, and
Shillong once again became the capital. A few
months later, Assam also got her own first
Legislative Council, which was constituted on April
15, 4922

But, despite being separated from Eastern Bengal,
the Surma Valley was clubbed with the new Chief
Commissioner’s province of Assam. The new
Assam Legislative Council had 25 members, of
whom 14 were government nominees (including
the Chief Commissioner himself). The Council,
which had a three-year term, was reconstituted in
1916, and its term extended till 1920.

It was for the first time that a number of prominent
personalities of both Brahmaputra Valley and
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Surma Valley became members of a common
forum. There were altogether 15 Indian members
in this Council. Of them eight including one official
member belonged to the Brahmaputra Valley,
while six were from the Surma Valley.

The eight members from the Brahmaputra Valley
in the first Assam Legislative Council constituted
in 1912 were — Padmanath Gohain-Barua, Raja
Prabhat Narayan Barua, Saiyid Mohammad
Saadulla, Tarun Ram Phookan, Ghanashyam
Barua, Phanidhar Chaliha, and of course Manik
Chandra Barua. The six members from the Surma
Valley were — Dulal Chandra Deb, Siramohan Das,
Saiyid Abdul Majid, Nalinikanta Ray Dastidar,
Ramani Mohan Das and Kamini Kumar Chanda.
There were also two Indians as official members,
they being Abdul Majid (first Assamese Sessions
judge and later a High Court judge too, who was at
that time also Secretary of the Legislative Council)
and Col H E Banatwala.

The Legislative Council exercised extremely
restricted powers. As the Political History of
Assam put it, the debates and discussions in the
Council were mere “pious wishes” of the
members, and they had practically no power to
take or implement any decision. The provisions of
the Councils Act of 1909 were such that the
Councils were simply subordinated to the
executive, and thus were like advisory bodies in
nature. There was no provision for veto. The role of
official members, who were in a majority, was to
support the government and vote down any
resolution moved by the non-official members.
Such were the provisions that the members had to
submit even copies of their maiden speech to the
government well in advance for scrutiny. But, in
spite of the limitations, the foundation of the
parliamentary structure in Assam was finally laid,
though much later in comparison to most other
provinces. One reason for this was that Assam
became part of British India only in 1826.

The Council, which had a three-year term, was
reconstituted in 1916, and its term extended till
1920. The Council, reconstituted in 1916 saw the
exit of Manik Chandra Barua, Padmanath Gohain-
Barua, Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua (all from the
Brahmaputra Valley), and Dulalchandra Deb and
Siramohan Das (from Surma Valley). The new
entrants to the Council in its second three-year
term on the other hand were Rajendra Narayan
Choudhury, Krishna Kumar Barua and Chandradhar
Barua from the Brahmaputra Valley and
Radhabinod Das, Muhammad Bakht Mazumdar
and Munshi Riaz Baksh from the Surma Valley.

With the passing of the Government of India Act
on December 23, 1919, Assam was elevated to a
Governor’s Province. The Act also provided for a
reformed and enlarged Assam Legislative Council,
which came into effect from April 1, 1921. Its
strength was raised from 25 to 53; they included
41 elected members and 12 nominated, of whom
12 were Europeans (mostly British), and 41
Indians. The Council had a three-year term, and
election to the second, third and fourth Council
was held in 1924, 1927 and 1929 respectively.

The Act of 1919 also introduced voting by the
citizens. But only those who paid a land tax of Rs
15 in the Assam Valley and chaukidari tax of Re 1
in Goalpara and Surma Valley were eligible to cast
vote in Council and Assembly elections.
Accordingly, only 2,02,440 persons out of 70 lakh
people were found eligible. The hill areas were
kept excluded. Women had no voting rights under
the Act of 1919.
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As certain important political development related
to granting Independence to India had put on hold
election of a new House, the fourth Council
continued till 1937. Constitution of a Legislative
Assembly for the provinces was first proposed in
the Communal Award of 1932. The Government of
India Act was passed by the British Parliament in
1935 provided for a bicameral Legislature in
Assam comprising the Legislative Council and the
Legislative Assembly, the Upper and Lower
Houses respectively. Accordingly, election to the
first Assam Legislative Assembly was held in
February, 1937. The strength of the House, whose
jurisdiction at that time covered the present-day
states of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram Nagaland,
as also Sylhet, was 108.

The Assam Legislative Assembly first met in Shillong
on April 7, 1937. It was dissolved only October 1,
1945, and the Second Assembly was constituted in
February 1946 after fresh elections. After
independence, as Sylhet was transferred to East
Pakistan, the Assembly’s strength was reduced to
71. Soon however, the strength was again raised to
108 and the Upper House abolished. As new states
were carved out of Assam, the strength of the
Assembly got reduced to 114 in 1972, but was
raised to 126 in 1978. The capital was shifted from
Shillong to Dispur (Guwahati) in 1972, and so was
the Assam Legislative Assembly. Accordingly, the
first sitting of the Budget Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly was held at the temporary
capital at Dispur on March 16, 1973. e

(A veteran journalist, the author is currently a State Information Commissioner in Assam.)
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GANDHIJI: A LEGEND AMONG LEGENDS

£5 Late Achyut Sankar Bhattacharjee

"1 think you will find when your death takes its tolls. All the money you made will never buy
back your soul"- Dolan Noble Laurete,2016. _
"So far even a single dog in my country is without food, my entire religion is to feed it serve it and
anything beyond that is unreligious."— Swami Vivekananda

his last rites? His reply was, 'keep my dead body
over a hill, sky will be my canopy, insects will eat
my corpse, this will be my best tribute'. This is no longer
a myth. In transvel when Gandhiji disobeyed the law,
he was mercilessly bitten by pathans, he fell down on
the ground and uttered "He Ram" and collapsed, his
accompany Eusuf Mia and Ambi Naidu was bitten and
they took Gandhiji to a medical hospital, his assailants
were arrested by police and were detained. Gandhiji's
first quarry was, how his assailants are, his request to
police authorities to release them, but police filed a
case for breaking the law in public place and for attempt
to murder and trial continued and no witness was called
upon, nor Gandhi the victim. Had Gandhiji the
opportunity to give dying statement under section 32 of
the Evidence Act., he might not have asked Nathu Ram
Godse's conviction. In Assam, late Debeswar Sarma
opposed the death sentence of Nathu Ram Godse and
invited ire of many.

This is the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi and it will be observed with pomp and grandeur.
Gnadhiji is remembered not out of love and regard but
of political necessity being the election year, Gandhiji
was born in a Vaishnavite family, to whom " He is no
God, who merely satisfy the intellectuals, if he ever does
this to got to beyond, must rule the heart and transform
it. To him physical power of men is short lived, but the
spiritual power is ever lasting,

S ome disciples asked their Master, how to perform
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To him, Hingsa is easier than Ahimsa. It1s easier

to hate a person than love a person and the violence ig |
the sign of weakness, while non violence is a sign of |
strength. Gandhiji was distinct from others, to him,
means justifies the end and not the reverse. The 150t

birth anniversary was also of Kasturba Gandhi(Ba meang
mother). Same is the fate of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, he
had to convert to Buddhism being tortured by high caste
Hindus. His birth day falls on 14th April, and net

declared holiday. The contribution of drafting the

constitution is now eulogised. The contributionof BN, |
Rao is none the less who adorned all posts in Indiaand

in international sphere, who was ICS of Assam Cadre |
beside Mahatma Gandbhi, there are many who are not
remembered. Deba Prasad Ghose, an outstanding
scholar was one of the architects of Janasangha is not
remembered by the present govt. Lal Bahadur Sashtri's
birthday fall on 2nd October and it is eclipsed by
Gandhiji's. New Zealand is a peace loving country,
Jesinda Arden is the Prime Minister of this beautiful
country who is hardly 38 years of age. In Christ Church,
when people were killed. Numbering about 50 persons
were killed by apartheid. Jessinda had been to every
victim's house and attended the prayer. President Trump
senta message "what I can do for New Zealand?" and
her reply was, "you can pray for them who have lost
their kith and kin". She appeared on 16th March on
Television to perform Namaz on Friday and pray
from the heart with pain and recite Quran. One
parliamentarian asked for exemplary punishment

Jesinda's reply was "don't utter the name of the
Devil, we will remember and vow not to allow this
should happen in future" who started her speech with
'‘Salam Alaikum'.

Kasturba and Mohandas were married at the age
of 13. That time child marriage act was not there. Both
were minors. Kastur was senior to Mohan. While going
from Rajkot to Porbandar, , the car accident took place
and Kasturba Gandhi was injured and with bandaged
attended the marriage ceremony. This, is corse in the
child marriage, which is reflected in Sarat Chanc}ra‘s
Debdas with Paro. But in case of Gandhi, marriage
continued for 62 years till death of Kasturba. Gandhi
was frank and truthful about his confession. In the year

1886, one night he came from the bedside of his ailing
father to perform his marital right, while Kasturba was
carrying, a weak child was born , who died within 2
days. Gandhi was not present at the time of his fa-ther's
death. Gandhiji repented for this throughout his life. In
the year 1918, Gandhiji suffered from blood dysentery
and at the instance of Kasturba had to take goat mll.k
against his will. Gandhiji in the year 1927 ata public
meeting at Ceylon in presence of Kasturba said, Kastur
is my mother, friend, cook, nurse and other affairs. In
the year 1920 Gandhiji became engrossed with 40 years
old Sarala devi Choudhuri and Sarala Devi came to
Sabarmati Ashram and there was discussion amongst
Ashramists and well wishers. From 1942 to 1944
Gandhiji and Kasturba was inferred at Agakhan palace,
Sarojini Naidu told jokingly at the very old age both
are enjoying honeymoon. Kasturba suffered from heart
attack in the year 1943 and Kasturba passed away on
22nd Feb1944, being auspicious Sivaratri at the age of
74 years. Gandhiji confessed that he was cruely kind
in Gujrati language to Kasturba. Inthe Aga Khar} palace
his 3 sons came to see their mother and took their meal,
which was enjoyed by Gandhi and Kasturba.. Kasturba
and Gandhiji's life was not of continuous happiness. One
of their son, Harilal came in a abnormal way and
Kasturba hit her forchead. Many a times there wlas a
difference of opinion between two. Gandhiji advised
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his son Ramdas in a letter in the year 1932 not to follow
him in dealing with his wife.

Gandhi was for Hindu Muslim unity throughout his
life which infuriated many so called Hindus. Pakistan
was to pay a big amount to India but Gandhiji's instance
India had to pay Rupees 55 crores . A bomb was blasted
in Gandhiji's prayer meeting in January 1948 which was
considered to be an accident ,Gandhiji simply laughed .
One Marathi Hindu Nathuram Godse fired 3 bullets
from the automatic pistol, pretending to do pranam and
Gandhiji fell down on the ground. The whole of world
mourned his death.

Mahatma title was given by Dwijendra Nath
Tagore, eldest brother of RabindraNath Tagore.
Gandhiji used to address him as 'bor dada'. In the year
1931, Jorasako Bhawan there were discussions for 4
hours. Gandhiji could not take support from Rabindra
nath tagore about satyagraha. That did not deter their
relation. C.F. Andrews, Rabindranath and Gandhiji were
good friends. C.F. Andrews tried his best to reconcile
but was not successful. In the year 1930, Gandhiji along
with Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya had been to England
to participate in the round table conference. The Queen
invited Gandhiji to Buckingham Palace and gave the
status of freeman at England, which is a rare honour. In
the year 1934 Gandhiji had been to Kerala and in one
village asked for donation for welfare of the Harijan to
whom they were Sri Krishna Chaitanya. One girl aged
about 16 years named Kaumudi handed over one book
for autograph, and thereafter, gold bangles, necklaces,
earrings handed over to Gandhiji which had an approval
of her father , Gandhiji asked her if her future husband
do not approve what she will do? Her quick reply was,
she will choose a husband who will not insist for wearing
ornaments. While going to England for study, almost all
the ornaments had to be sold out to meet the expenses.

Gandhiji spent 2089 days in Indian jail and 249 days in
South Africa jail. Total 2338 days. There was carnage
at Calcutta on 16' August 1946, and in retaliation it
spread to Noakhuli and then to Bihar and Gandhiji
rushed to both the places with his secretary Nirmal Bose.



Gandhiji had been to champaran for Satyagrah,
one of his accompany was Malatidevi , wife of Joy
Prakash and seen the pitiable condition of the village,
Kasturba was also there who saw the dirty clothes of
the villagers. She asked them to wash and change it,
they say that they have no second cloth. Cleanliness is
next to Godliness is a dream for them. Gandhiji changed
his clothes to be at per with them, to Sir Winston
Churchill, Naked Fakir , but it was clean. There is no
record how many times he changed his loin cloth. Now
a days many chowkidars have crept up, having
Mercedes car declared property 100 crore or above,
whose property they will guard?

Gandhiji could not stand that in one point that in
one part, Hindus will live , in another part Muslims, before
that God will take me. When National anthem was sung
on 14th August midnight, 1947, Mahatma Gandhi was
at Calcutta who said that partition will be on my dead
body, he became irrelevant.

Gandhiji claimed himself'to be Bania. He called
for a meeting at Bombay and asked them to put
questions. Rabindrasangeet was sung. He appealed to
the audience to donate for the memorial of his friend
C.F. Andrews which was endorsed by Tagore who dies
in the year 1941. Someone from the audience said it
will be easier after India won independence, people
poured all their belongings. Tagore said, we may not
have to say British Govt was better. Gandhiji's son
Harilal converted to Islam,Gnadhiji only enquired
whether he has given up taking alcohol. Tagore asked
one ofhis Ist batch of students Syed Mustafa Ali when
this prophet will come with scissor to cut beard of
Muslim and Sikh to high caste Brahmin - and Hindus.

The contributions of Muslims cannot be
ignored,MaulanaabulKalam Azad Was the youngest
congress president. Nawab of Pataudi was.the youngest
captain of-cricket. Justice Suleman, Justice Mahmod
were celebrated judges of Allahabad High Court. Justice
Mahmud was regarded as the Plato of Asia.One

Advocate from Allahabad said he feel like taking

Mahmud inside his pocket of coat. His reply was, you
will be taking more brain in your pocket than in head.
We cannot ignore the contributions of Muslims such ag
Dr. Saifuddin Kitchu, Dr. Md. Sahidullah, Dr. Md.
Kudrat a Kuda. Gandhiji and RabindraNath Tagore had

strong love for Assam. Gandhiji once, came to Barpeta ‘

and one old lady came to see him and said something_

Gandhiji enquired what she was saying and being told
that Gnadhiji may go to her house. Gandhiji immediately
agreed. His look was on her bangle, finding no way oyt
she handed over her bangle, she did not stop over there,
and handed over the another bangle , Gandhiji said she
should live in such a way that a thief or burglar cannot
steal anything. Now a days it has become pastime to j
abuse the predecessor, Dr. Shyamaprasad Mukherjee

while resigning from the Nehru Ministry said, I am not

criticizing for his Kashmir role, not Pt. Nehru as a person ;
but as a Prime Minister. Atal Bihari Bajpayee followed
his mentor's principles. In Gandhari's abedon 'vfées

A2 wewiel SIg T SIce 7y 71 Ko
There was a personality clash between Nehru and
SubhasChandra , but to put the record straight, Nehru

defended INA navy rebel trial as a lawyer being the
junior of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru.

Gandhiji followed Balzack" Behind every fortune
there isa crime." @

(The author, a senior Advocate of the Gauhati High Court had written this article in 2020)
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Making Youth Engagement a Rhetoric
in Local Governance Processes

he current population of India is the yo angest in

the world. By 2022, the median age in India will

be around 28 years —a demographic dividend,
which is estimated to have commenced sometime around
2004-05 (though not homogenously in India, duethe
vast, demographically diverse states). Young people are
a massive cohort in Assam (and will remain so for
another decade or more), with an immense potential to
benefit socially, politically, and economically —given the
rightand timely opportunities.

Countrieslike Japan and South Korea serve as
good reminders of those nations who have benefited
from the potential of their youth, by investing in measures
such as quality health, education, and most importantly,
decent employment opportunities, to all.

In order to ensure that Assam’s ‘demographic
bulge’ reaps the “dividends’ for the stateand the country,
there is need to recognize their rights, entitlements, social
crutches and advantages, and work with them as Paﬂn?rs
and agents of change. To build on their potential, s}ﬂlls
and understanding to express themselves and contnbyte
on matters that impact them directly, including
exploitation and harmful practices, the govemme.nt
needs to implement laws and policies to deliver quality
and cost-efficient services to meet the needs of young

girls and boys.

Despite representing a large proportion of the
population, young people(especially girls) often remain
invisible, excluded from decisions that affect them, hav.e
limited access to information on issues affecting their
lives. There are limited spaces and opportunities for them
to acquire and share knowledge and to participate
actively in decision-making processes.According to the
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United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child,
children and young people have a right to be heard and
to participate in processes that affect them. In 2015,
the United Nations Security Council adopted Resolution
2250 on Youth, Peace and Security that emphasised
on participation of youth in peacebuilding at all levels of
governance, in peace negotiations and in other relevant
interventions.

Historically, Assam has been at the forefront of
creating opportunities for young girls and boys to have
spaces to express and act on matters that impact them
directly. These include the likes of community platforms
such as Sodou Asom Moina Parijat (SAMP), formed
in 1954, that have been part of Assam’s children’s cultural
development throughout their schooling years.
Institutional platforms such as the Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (NYKS), National Cadet Corps (NCC) and
National Services Scheme (NSS) have been actively
providing young people innovative opportunities to build
on their mantle as contributors to their civic duties.

There is an enormous body of research work
(globally) that highlights the significance of informal
platforms as being more conducive for young people to
engage on issues. And there are substantial examples
from Assam of these informal platforms: About 14,000
people joined hands with the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority’s volunteer force called
PratirodhiBandhu, for rendering free service to support
the community during floods. NSS volunteers from
across the North East supported the spread of
awareness on COVID-19, and campaigned on sti gma
reduction, through digital and community-led initiatives.
NCC volunteers in 8 districts of Assam led a peer-to-
peer survey exercise (reaching 2,000 peers) on issues



that they faced during the lockdown imposed due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, and what they wanted
decision- and policy-makers to take cognisance of.

Considering the vigour of this cohort on
expressing their opinions and contributing towards the
society, during emergency situations like COVID-19
and floods, one can whole-heartedly agree that their
formal engagement and contribution in the realm of local
governance could potentially bepath-breaking.

The 73" and 74" Constitutional Amendment Acts
of 1992 that helped establish the three-tier system of
Panchayats at the village, intermediate (faluk) and
district levels; and Municipalities at the urban areas
respectively, has paved the way for decision-making
powers to rest in the hands of local people, who spring
from the local communities, and understand the local
contexts. UNICEF believes that young boys and girls
can contribute conductively towards this decision-
making process.

Today,the youth of India is more aware, more
connected and more reactionary than ever before —
towards the local, social, economic and contextual issues
surrounding them. This is attributed to the increase in
educational opportunities and ease of access to
technology (however, this still holds true fora percentage
of the population - if the COVID-19 pandemic has taught
us something, it is that the digital divide does exist, and it
is another parameter to widen the existing inequity gap).

Participation in or with the local governance can
be an empowering experience for both youth and
government officials.However, this will require
considerable efforts in building the confidence levels
skills, understanding, and civic and political capacitieso%
young people, and alsothose of local governance
structures to engage meaningfully with this cohort. This
can be achieved if ‘adults’ or ‘decision-makers’ evolve
their understanding of youth participation from being
youth consultation as end-users of services, to a more
megningful, influential, political interaction. One such
beginning towards this result was made in July 2020,

when UNICEF India signed a Memorandum of

Understanding with the Ministry of Youth Affairs e%nd
Sports, Government of India, to support building child,
civic rights and political understanding of young
and boys, as one of its multiple mandates.

A powerful example of transition from

consultation towards meaningful participation in local

governance is that of 23-year-old AkoniLohar from
Assam. She is currently a Councilor of Khanikar Gaon

Panchayat in Dibrugarh district. Daughter of Bijoy Lohar
and SalgiLohar, both of whom were former tea garden

workers in Sessa Tea Estate, Akoni’s journey towards
engaging with local authorities and officials onrightsand |
service-based issues started with her involvement with
a community-based platform called Rupali Adolescent
Girls’ Club (AGC) in the tea estate in 2007.AGCsare

girls

platforms for increasing rights-based knowledge of |

adolescent girls and boys in the tea gardens of Assam

(an effort led by UNICEF India with the tea associations |
and their implementing NGOs). The club providedher |
with the space to understand rights, entitlements, and

build confidence. Akoni, along with many other girls,

also got an opportunity to serve and be trained asa
“Young Reporter” and contributed towards a newsletter

calledMukta Akash (Open Sky). It provided her with
a platform to voice her opinions and write on several
issues, ranging from child protection, education to raising
a clarion call against alcoholism. Through the newsletter,
which has a wide circulation among district-level officials
and governance structures, Akoni’s writings helped give
face to several developmental obstacles being faced by
children and young people in her community.
Shepresented the digital version of the Mukta Akash
to the Speaker of the Assam Legislative Assembly in
2019, thereby spreading the flame of their rights-based.
local movement through a newsletter, at the highest
echelons of decision-making and among state actors.

The AGC platformhas been a mere spring-board

forAkoni and for many other girls, who hail from
vulnerable communities such as the tea districts. The ‘

skills and understanding acquired from participation in
an informal, community-level platform, led for Akoni to
contest in the Panchayat Polls in 2019. Today, she dons
the hat ofa Panchayat Councilor, an adviser to the Rupali
AGC, and a member of the Child Protection Committee
in her tea estate. She also works closely with the
mothers’ group in her area, and has mainstreamed issues
such as child abuse, child marriage and alcol ol abuse
as part of the Panchayat’s mandate.

- Akon.i’s journey of transformation wasr "t covered
in a day — it has taken the efforts of several actors

(intergenerational contract) — but her persistence, has
been hers alone.,

Itis clear that creating an enabling environment
that helps empower and make young people aware of
their rights, will help create an empowered cohort of
youth in Assam, who can make meaningful contributions
towards development at the state and grassroot levels.

' They don’t need to be looked at as critics, but as
SOIUU_OH providers offering viable options towards
planning of services, to reviewing policies and decisions
over budgets for children and youth. There is need to
move the policy discourse that stresses the departure
of young people as beneficiaries or end-users only, but
towards looking at them as contributors to state-building.
And elected representatives, who also represent the
young people of Assam’s society, have a critical roie to
play in this matter.

The COVID-19 induced ‘new normal of living’
has thrown a number of challenges, especially for
children and young people. And we need to cease this
opportunity to get this cohort involved in finding solutions
to those issues — such as the learning crisis, digital divide,
mental health, exploitative and harmful practices like
gender-based abuse, child marriage, among others.

Assam, like other parts of India, has witnessed a
gradual increase in the number of cases of violence
against children in the past year. Under the mandate of
the MoU signed between UNICEF India and MoYAS,
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UNICEF in Assam has been supporting NSS with
building the capacities and skills of their functionaries to
work on this nuanced issue, leveraging their existing
platforms such as door-to-door campaigns, adopt-a-
village initiative, and collecting household level data,
using social media driven applications like U-Report,
on incidences experienced by young girls and boys.

We see this as an opportunity for elected
representatives to take cognizance of their efforts.

If the members of the Assam Legislative
Assembly can take on the baton for inclusion of young
boys and girls to participate in planning and monitoring
discussions at the state, constituency and local
governance levels, it will make for a historical step for
the new government of Assam in addressing challenges
caused by the health emergency.

UNICEF Assam signed a Letter of
Understanding (LoU) with the Assam Legislative
Assembly in 2019 to work on early childhood
development and issues pertaining to the healthy
and productive transition of adolescents to
becoming capable young citizens. There is no time,
better than now, to action the LoU. We hope that
the new elected representatives through the Office
of the Hon’ble Speaker, will be able to create a
historical mark in the development indicators for
the state.

The year 2021 - marks UNICEF’s 75
anniversary. The organization was founded in the
aftermath of the World War 11, a period marked with
unprecedented devastation across the globe. Today
globally, we are facing challenges of immensé
proportions due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Children
gnd young people are particularly affected. UNICEF
in Assam reaffirms its support and partnership with the
Assam Legislative Assembly, to work together towards
forward-looking, innovative strategies to address newe;
challenges that have surfaced in Assam. And we see
young boys and girls as powerful contributors to this
forward-looking journey. @

(The writer is Chief of the UNICEF, Assam Field Office)
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AGRICULTURALDEVELOPMENT AND ASSAM

he agriculture sector provides livelihood to about

64% of the labour force, contributes nearly 26%

of GDP and accounts for about 18% share of the
total value of the country’s exports. The economy of
Assam is predominantly agrarian excluding plantation
crops of tea, rubber, coconut, arccanut etc. Agriculture
is the main source of livelihood of majority of population
of the state. Almost 70% of the population of the state
depends upon agriculture and this primary sector alone
contributes 30 to 37% to the net state domestic product
(NSDP). Development of agriculture assumes great
importance for an economy like Assam as more than
50% of the state’s working force is by and large engaged
in agricultural activities. It supplies bulk of wage goods
required by the non-agricultural sector and raw material
for a large section of industry. Per capita net availability
of foodgrains went up to a level of around 500 g per
day. However, the contribution of agriculture and allied
sector to the GVA of the country has been declining.
The scenario of the state of Assam so far as agriculture
and allied sector is concerned, is neither bright nor bleak
as seen from the Table 1.

Seeds

Table 1. Agricultural figures of Assam at a glance

#Dr. Birendra Kumar Sarma

three generations: breeder, foundation and certified
seeds and provides adequate Safcgpards for quality
assurance in seed multiplication chain to maintain the
purity of variety as it flows from the b‘reeders to the
farmers. Indian seed programime includes the
participation of Central and State governments, [CAR,
SAU system, public sector, co-operative sector and
private sector institutions. The main.players of seed ‘
production are National Seed Corporation (NSC), State .
Farm Corporation of India (SFCI), State Seed
Corporation (SSC and private sector companies. For |
quality control and certification, there are Central Seed |
Certification and State Seed Certification Agencies and
Seed Testing Laboratories. Quality seed multiplication |
programme will play a significant role in productionand |
productivity of crops like rice, pulses and oilseeds in |
Assam provided the production of certified seed |
producing agencies and breeder seed production
organizations such as Rice Research Stations of Titabar,
Lakhimpur and Hajo are strengthened with good
infrastructure and human resources. The Seeds Act, |
1966 provides for the :
legislative framework |
for the regularizationof |

Seed is a critical and
basic input for attaining
agricultural production and
productivity in different
agro-climatic regions of the
state. The role of quality
seed programme came into
prominence about three
decades ago. The state

Features

Total cropped area (ha)
Net area sown (ha)

Fallow land (ha)

Total operational holdings(Nos.)
Area under operational holdings (ha)
Average size of operational holding (ha)

Area under non-agricultural uses (ha)

Area/Nos quality seeds sold in (
2320225 the state. The act also !
29,99.070 provides forn¥
1.10 notification of crop
40,75.871 varieties which is a
28.08,526 pre-requisite for
24,59,320 certification. In order
1,74,526 to ensure equitable

made a small beginning

with quality improved seed production through Assam
Seed Production Corporation. However, state seed
production largely adheres to the limited generation
system for seed multiplication. The system recognizes
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distribution of quality
seeds to farmers, seed has been declared as an essential
commodity under the Essential Commodities Act, 1953.
The Government of India has promulgated the Seeds
(Control) Order, 1983 which seeks to control and

regulate seed production and distribution. In order to
export of seeds by farmers, the procedure for export
of seeds has also been simplified. Under NSP-III,
assistance is provided to the SSC as well as State
Agricultural University (SAU) for development of
infrastructure to ensure adequate availability of quality
seeds to farmers

It is to be ensured to make available seedsfor
any contingent situation arising out of natural calamity
and also to develop necessary infrastructure for storage
of seeds. This scheme is being implemented through
NSC, SFCI and SSC. In order to fulfill the obligations
under the TRIPS Agreement of the World Trade
Organization (WTO), a legislation on a sui generis
system for protection of plant varieties and Farmers’
Rights has also been formulated by GOL

It is to be noted that with introduction of high
yielding varieties (HYV), innumerable local varicties
or landraces are lost in course of time. The wide
variation in topography coupled with favourable agro-
climatic conditions has given rise to enormous crop
genetic diversity in Assam and entire North Eastregion.
Collection, evaluation and utilization play a key role in
rice varietal development. So far more than 5,568
local rice collections were made from Assam out of
14,276 of entire 8 states of NE region from 1968 to
2003 under PL 480 and NATP Programme of [CAR.
Discarding the duplicates about 5000 rice germplasm
are now being preserved in National Seed Bank of
NBPGR, New Delhi with complete passport data of
cach entry in medium term storage for 20 years for
future use. Some of the important local rice varieties
conserved are Rongali, Bondhubora, Kolajaha,
Tkaraguti, Tulshibhog, Pokikola, Kolabora,
Taraboli,Hatidatia, Suagmanti, Rongadoria,
BetgutiSali, LaudubiShali, Solpona, MugaSali,
Bonjoha, Ketekijoha, MoinaSali, Ampakhi,
Manikimadhuri, Gandhibora, Negheribao,
Moinagiri, Toraboli, Biriabhonga, Khamtisali etc.

Fertilizer

Fertilizer is a key input for increasing agricultural
production. Of nitrogen (N), phosphate (P) and potash
(K), nitrogenous fertilizer urea is the most widely used.
However, decontrol and consequent price rise resulted
in reduced consumption of P and K fertilizers
deterioration of NPK use ratio but of late consumption
of P and K fertilizers has increased significantly.
However indiscriminate use of fertilizers is a matter of
concern from the health point of view for which proper
monitoring by concerned agency is a must. Proper
attention should be given for balanced and integrated
use of fertilizers to popularize soil test based application
of fertilizers in balanced quantities and production of
useful organic manure from city waste/garbage. Training
courses for fertilizers dealers and farmers should be
organized in collaboration with state department of
agriculture and fertilizer industry.

Soil and water conservation

Soil and water conservation measures are one of
the essential inputs for increasing agricultural output in
the state in view of alarming situation of erosion problem
in most bodies. Of the riverine areas. Emphasis should
be on development of technology for problem
identification, enactment of appropriate legislation and
constitution of policy coordination. Similarly flood prone
river management should be implemented in catchment
areas. Watershed development work in shifting
cultivation areas may be undertaken in more vigorous
ways for overall development in jhumareas on
watershed basis by implementing WDPSCA project.

Agricultural implements and machinery

Agricultural implements and machinery have to
be oriented to promote farm mechanization and make
improved agricultural implements and modern machines
available to the farmers throughout the state with a view
to increasing the agricultural production and minimizing
drudgery associated with various manual farm
operations. Farmers should be provided assistance for
owning agricultural machinery including tractors, power



illers, sprayers etc. The lpﬁas&ucmre for human
resource developm_erlt fOF agrlcu-ltmal mechanization hag
1o be expanded with a view to imparting siijy oriented
(raining in the proper selection, Operation, repair/
aintenance and man.agement of machinerjes. Despite
2 progressive increase in the use of agricultural machines
s sustainable benefits towards agriculturg] developmen;:
are not uniform and use of machines is seen i 5 few
pockets of the sate. Asaresultanimal and hymap, power
continueto be the important power sources in agriculture
of Assam. The Farm Machinery Training and Testing
Institute set up at Biswanath Chariali has an Important
role to play in this regard. Since financial incentiyeg are
available to the farmers agricultural implements and
machines should be promoted and expanded through
various Government sponsored schemes. The Assam
Agro Industries Corporation may act as a catalyst for
providing to the farmers access to various inputs for
agricultural development of the state.

Plant protection

Plant protection strategy should be reoriented and
integrated pest management (IPM) has to be adopted
as cardinal principle. IPM is an eco-friendly approach
aimed atminimal use of chemical pesticides by employing
available alternative methods for pest contro] ljke cultural,
mechanical, biological and use of bio or botanical
pesticides. To achieve this IPM demonstrations in rice
pulses, oilseeds, vegetables, fruits and other crops have;
to organized by Agricultural Extensionpersonnel of the
Department of Agriculture more vigorously. Similarly
proper steps have to be taken on plant quara activities
to prevent introduction of exoticpests and diseases into
the state by adopting suitable domestic plant quarantine
measures. The officers of the agriculture department may
be imparted training on plant protection and quarantine

at the National Plant Protection Training Institute
Hyderabad.

Watershed development

The purpose of watershed development is to
increase agricultural productivity and production in
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rainfed areas through sustainable use of natural
resources. The emphasis on watershed development
:ncludes multiple/mix cropping preferably oflegume
compoﬂeﬂtsv organic farming, dry land horticulture,
agro-forestry livestock manageme.rlt arlq ho.use‘hOId
production system. It provides for sulta!:)lfs ln?tIMUOHa]
framework for promoting people’s participation. There
is no dearth of watershed development Fund
(WDF).NABARD is the central agency for the fund.
The Assam Rural Infrastructure and Agriculture Support

Project may either be continued or reoriented, if it is

continued
Crop production

There is no dearth of centrally-sponsored schemes
for sustainable agriculture and increasing overall
production of cereals in different cropping systems such
as rice based or wheat based cropping systems. The
emphasis in the crop-oriented programmes isonifeld
demonstrations and farmers’ training for transfer of
technologies, popularization of IPM and INM (integrated
nutrient management), propagation of HY Vs (high
yielding varieties), supply of farm implements to build
resource base for the farmers.

Productivity of crops

It is evident from the table 2 that productivity of
crops in Assam is far below from that of national
average. For example the productivity of rice, cereals,

total foodgrains, is 1.411, 1.462,1.460 and 1.016 t/ha

against all India average of 1.990, 1.919, 1.697 t/ha
except total oilseeds, which is 1.081 t/ha against national
average of 0.856 t/ha. The factors associated with
growth of low productivity of crops in Assam may be
summarized as follows:

1. Smallsize of land holding
2. Low amount of fertilizer used

3. Inadequate irrigation facility, particularlu during
rabi season

4. Limited supply of HY'V seeds
5. Low agricultural subsidy

TSl 94 Tl

6. Flood damage Table 2. Area, production and productivity of food
7. Limited supply of agricultural loan and non-food crops in Assam (2014-15)

8. Unorganized agricultural marketing Source: Statistical Hand Book, 2015,
9. Cropping pattern Directorate of Economics & Statistics, Govt. of Assam.
Crops Area (‘000ha) | Production (‘000 tones | Productivity (t/ha)
Total rice 111.36 157.37 1.413

Total cereals 106.16 156.97 1.479

Total pulses 130.43 181.30 1.390

Total food grains 106.55 157.43 1.478

Total oilseeds 114.06 123.28 1.081

Total fibres 116.42 158.98 0.996

Condiment and spices | 108.36 119.53 1.103

Fruits and vegetables 126.91 146.28 1.153

Miscellaneous crops 115.77 111.80 0.966

Total non-foods 118.38 130.24 1.100

The average operational holding in the state is
only 1.10ha against all India average of 1.68 ha. Small
land holdings are not conducive for introducing
improved agricultural practices. The average per ha
consumption of fertilizers (NPK) per unit of grossed
cropped area is very less compared to national average.
However, less use of chemical fertilizer is a blessing in
disguise in view of focusing on organic agriculture. Only
6% cropped area are under irrigation in Assam. The
irrigated area in Assam is 6.00%as against 88% 1n
Punjab, 62% in Haryana, 57% in UP, 35% in West
Bengal and so on. Lack of irrigational facilities is one Qf
the major causes of low agricultural productivity in
Assam. The internal demand of HY V seeds is more
than the internal production and therefore HY'V seeds

are to be imported from outside the state. The nodal
agency Assam Seed Corporation for supplying HYV
seeds should be strengthened. The problems faced by
the ASC may be removed and steps should be taken_ to
start seed multiplication farms in collaboration with
Assam Agricultural University and National Seed
Corporation. Agricultural subsidies offered in four areas-—
fertilizer, irrigation, power and credit—are very poorin

Assam, which is only 2.7%. The small farmers in the
state have to pay high prices for their inputs. Flood is a
regular phenomenon in Assam. Sometimes there are
three to four waves of flood in a single year causing
widespread damage to standing crops especially rice,
livestock and summer vegetables. The amount of
agricultural loan provided by various financial institutions
is limited. Remunerative prices for agricultural crops act
as an incentive to the farmers. But such prices cannot
be obtained in the absence of regulated markets. The
absence of regulated markets increase the number of
middlemen. Agricultural production in Assam is largely
monocropping and based of food crops. Among the
food crops, rice accounts for 67% of the total crop
producing area of the state. The crop intensity is very
low. Introduction and intensification of multiple cropping
in different agro-climatic zones of the state will go a
long way not only for increasing production but also in
solving the problem of seasonal unemployment as the
farmers will remain busy throughout the year in raising
various crops in addition to the staple crop rice. All
these constraints should be properly addressed for all
round improvement of agriculture in Assam.®

(The writer is a former Principal Scienlist with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research)
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30.

31.
32.

List of Members
First Assam Legislative Assembly, 1937

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla,
The Hon'ble Shams-ul-ulama Maulana Abu Nasr Muhar Waheed,
The Hon'ble Rev. J.J.M. Nichols-Roy,

The Hon'ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri,
The Hon'ble Maulavi Muhammad Ali Haidar Khan,
Kumar Ajit Narayan Deb,

Babu Akshay Kumar Das,

Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda,

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee,

Mr. Basanta Kumar Das,

Srijut Beliram Das,

Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi

Babu Bipin Behari Das,

Srijut Bipin Chandra Medhi,

Babu Dakshinaranjan Gupta Chaudhuri,
Srijut Debeswar Sarmah,

Srijut Ghanashyam Das,

Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar,

Srijut Gopinath Bordoloi,

Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan,

Babu Harendra Narayan Chaudhuri,

Srijut Hirendra Chandra Chakravarty,

Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha,

Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath,

Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal,

Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua,

Srijut Jogeshchandra Gohain,

Babu Kalachand Roy,

Srijut Kameswar Das,

Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,

Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy,

Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin,
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33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

38.
39,
40.
41,
42,
43.
44,
45,
46,

48.
49.
30.

: 52,
i 53.
54,
| 55.
! 56.
' 57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
1.
72.

Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmah,

Babu Kshirode Chandra Deb,

Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah,

Babu Lalit Mohan Kar,

Srijut Mahadev Sarma,

Dr. Mohendra Nath Saikia,

Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,

Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta,

Srijut Omeo Kumar Das,

Srijut Paramananda Das,

Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutt,
Srijut Purandar Sarma,

Srijut Chandra Sarma,

Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah,

Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua,

Srijut Ram Nath Das,

Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua,

Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua,

Srijut Sarveswar Barua,

Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas,
Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma,

Maulavi Abdul Aziz,

Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan,

Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul Majid Chaudhury
Maulavi Abdul Matin Choudhury,
Maulavi Abdur Rahman,

Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf,

Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam,

Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury,
Maulavi Dawan Ali Raja,

Maulavi Muhammad Amiruddin,
Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali,
Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhury,
Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed,

Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur Roza Chaudhury,
Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed,

Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed,

Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed,

Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali.
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73.  Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hussain Choudhury,
74,  Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud Ali,
75.  Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia,
76. Maulavi Mabarak Ali,
77.  Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhiri,
78.  Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur Rahman,
79.  Maulavi Munawwarali,
80. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar,
81. Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya,
82. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed,
83. Maulavi Sheik Osman Ali Sadagar,
84,  Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman,
85. Colonel A.B. Beddow,
86. Mr. A.F. Bendall,
87. Mr.J.R. Clayton,
88. Mr. W.R. Faull,
89. Mr. W.Fleming
90. Mr. L.J.Godwin
91. Mr.D.B. H. Moore,
92. Mr. R.A. Palmer,
93,  Miss Mavis Dunn,
94.  Mr. Benjamin Ch, Momin,
95.  Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das,
96.  Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti,
97.  Srijut Binode KumarJ. Sarwan,
98.  Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri,
99.  Rev. L. Gatphoh,
100. Mr. G. Goldsmith,
101. Mr. Jobang D. Marak,
102. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri,
103. Srijut Khorsing Terang, Mauzadar,
104, Mr. P. Parida,
105. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari,
106. Srijut Rupnath Brahma,

107. Babu Balaram Sirkar,
108. Mr. F. W. Hockenhull.
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List of Members (Party-wise as on February 11, 2021)

Fourteenth Assam Legislative Assembly, 2016
SI No Constituency

1-Ratabari (SC)
2-Patharkandi
9-Silchar
10-Sonai
11-Dholai (SC)
12-Udharbond
14-Borkhola
15-Katigorah
16-Haflong (ST)
17-Bokajan (ST)
18-Howraghat (ST)
19-Diphu (ST)

20-Baithalangso (ST)

25-Golakgan;
27-Bilasipara East
36-Dudhnoi (ST)
40-Sorbhog
90-Palasbari
91-Jalukbari
52-Dispur
93-Gauhati East
95-Hajo
57-Rangiya
59-Nalbari
60-Barkhetry
61-Dharmapur
66-Sipajhar
67-Mangaldoi (SC)
71-Dhekiajuli
72-Barchalla
74-Rangapara

75-Sootea
76-Biswanath
77-Behali
78-Gohpur
79-Jagiroad (SC)
80-Marigaon
82-Raha (SC)
84-Batadroba
86-Nowgaon
91-Hojai

Name
BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY

Shri Bijoy Malakar
Shri Krishnendu Paul

Shri Dilip Kumar Paul
Shri Aminul Haque Laskar, Dy Speaker
Shri Parimal Suklabaidya Minister

Shri Mihir Kanti Shome

Shri Kishor Nath

Shri Amar Chand Jain

Shri Bir Bhadra Hagier

Dr. Numal Momin

Shri Joy Ram Engleng

Shri Sum Ronghang, Minister

Dr. Mansing Rongpi

Shri Ashwini Ray Sarkar.

Shri Ashok Kumar Singhi

Shri Dipak Kr. Rabha

Shri Ranjeet Kumar Dass

Shri Pranab Kalita .

Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma, Minister
Shri Atul Bora 2
Shri Siddhartha Bhattacharya, Minister
Shri Suman Haripriya

Shri Bhabesh Kalita, MoS (Ind)

Shri Ashok Sarma

Shri Narayan Deka

Shri Chandra Mohan Patowary, Minister
Shri Binanda Kumar Saikia

Shri Gurujyoti Das

Shri Ashok Singhal

Shri Ganesh Kumar Limbu

vVacant (Shri Pallab Lochan Das, till May 2019,
Shri Rajen Barthakur, deceased on10-12-2019)
Shri Padma Hazarika

Shri Promod Barthakur

Shri Ranijit Dutta, Minister

Shri Utpal Borah

Shri Pijush Hazarika, MoS (Ind)

Shri Rama Kanta Dewri

Shri Dimbeswar Das

Smt Angoorlata Deka

Shri Rupak Sarmah

Shri Shiladitya Dev
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42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
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52.
53
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55.
96.
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60.
61.
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92-Lumding
96-Khumtai
98-Jorhat
99-Majuli (ST)
105-Mahmara
106-Sonari

107-Thowra
109-Bihpuria
112-Dhakuakhana (ST)
113-Dhemaji (ST)
115-Moran
116-Dibrugarh
117-Lahowal
118-Duliajan
119-Tingkhong
121-Chabua
122-Tinsukia
123-Digboi
124-Margherita
126-Sadiya

3-Karimganj North
5-Badarpur
13-Lakhipur
21-Mankachar
22-Salmara South
14-Abhayapuri North
37-Goalpara East
38-Goalpara West
45-Baghbar
46-Sarukhetri
47-Chenga
48-Boko (SC)
49-Chaygaon
68-Dalgaon
81-Laharighat
85-Rupohihat
88-Samaguri
94-Sarupathar
95-Golaghat
100-Titabar
101-Mariani
104-Nazira
108-Sibsagar
125-Doom Dooma

Shri Sibu Misra

Shri Mrinal Saikia

Shri Hitendra Nath Goswami, Speaker
Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, Chief Minister
Shri Jogen Mohan, MoS (Ind)
Smt Nabanita Handique

(Shri Topon Kr. Gogoi till 2019)
Shri Kushal Dowari

Shri Debananda Hazarika

Shri Naba Kr. Doley, MoS (Ind)
Dr Ranoj Pegu

Shri Chakradhar Gogoi

Shri Prasanta Phukan

Shri Ritu Parna Baruah

Shri Terash Gowalla

Shri Bimal Borah

Shri Binod Hazarika

Shri Sanjay Kishan, MoS (Ind)
Shri Suren Phukan

Shri Bhaskar Sharma

Shri Bolin Chetia

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

Shri Kamalakhya Dey Purkayastha

Vacant (Jamal Uddin Ahmed, deceased on 27-01-21)
Vacant (Shri Rajdeep Gowala resigned on 29-12-20)
Dr Motiur Rohman Mondal

Shri Wazed Ali Choudhury

Shri Abdul Hai Nagori

Abul Kalam Rasheed Alam

Abdur Rashid Mandal

Shri Sherman Ali Ahmed

Shri Jakir Hussain Sikdar

Shri Sukur Ali Ahmed

Smt Nandita Das

Shri Rekibuddin Ahmed

Shri lllias Ali

Dr Nazrul Islam

Shri Nurul Huda

Shri Rakibul Hussain

Smt Roselina Tirkey

Vacant (Smt Ajanta Neog resigned on 25-12-20)
Vacant (Shri Tarun Gogoi deceased on 23-11-20)
Shri Rupjyoti Kurmi

Shri Deba Brata Saikia

Vacant (Shri Pranab Kr. Gogoi decea -09-
SHi Dirga Bhumij g sed on 03-02-20)
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32-Bongaigaon
42-Patacharkuchi

43-Barpeta
54-Gauhati West
56-Kamalpur
73-Tezpur
87-Barhampur
89-Kaliabor
93-Bokakhat
97-Dergaon (SC)
102-Teok
103-Amguri
111-Lakhimpur
120-Naharkatia

4-Karimganj South
6-Hailakandi
7-Katlicherra
8-Algapur
23-Dhubri
24-Gauripur
26-Bilasipara West
35-Abhayapuri South(SC)-
39-Jaleswar
41-Bhabanipur
44-Jania

83-Dhing
90-Jamunamukh
110-Naoboicha

28-Gossaigaon
29-Kokrajhar West (ST)
30-Kokrajhar East (ST)
31-Sidli (ST)

33-Bijni

58-Tamulpur

62-Barama(ST)
63-Chapaguri (ST)
64-Panery
65-Kalaigaon
69-Udalguri (ST)
70-Majbat

114-Jonai (ST)

ASOM GANA PARISHAD

Shri Phani Bhushan Choudhury, Minister
Vacant (Shri Pabindra Deka resigned on
28-12-20)

Shri Gunindra Nath Das

Shri Ramendra Narayan Kalita

Shri Satyabrat Kalita

Shri Brindaban Goswami

Shri Prafulla Kr. Mahanta

Shri Keshab Mahanta, Minister

Shri Atul Bora, Minister

Shri Bhabendra Nath Bharali

Smt Renupoma Rajkhowa

Shri Prodip Hazarika

Shri Utpal Dutta

Shri Naren Sonowal (Botali)

ALL INDIA UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT
Shri Aziz Ahmed Khan

Shri Anwar Hussain Laskar

Shri Suzam Uddin Laskar

Nizam Uddin Choudhury

Shri Najrul Hoque

Shri Nijanur Rahman

Shri Hafiz Bashir Ahmed

Shri Ananta Kumar Malo

Shri Sahab Uddin Ahmed

Shri Abul Kalam Azad

Shri Rafiqul Islam

Shri Aminul Islam

Shru Abdur Rahim Ajmal

Shru Mamun Imdadul Haque Chowdhury

BODOLAND PEOPLE'S FRONT
Shri Majendra Narzary

Shri Rabiram Narzary

Smti Pramila Rani Barhma, Minister
Shri Chandan Brahma

Shri Kamalshing Narzary

Vacant (Shri Emmanuel
Masahary resigned on 01-01-21)
Shri Maneswar Brahma

Shri Thaneswar Basumatary
Smti Kamali Basumatary

Shri Maheswar Boro

Shri Rihon Daimari, Minister
Shri Charan Baro

INDEPENDENT
Shri Bhubon Pegu
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The last day's sitting of
the February 2021 session
of the Assam Legislative
Assembly was held in the
chamber of the newly
constructed Assam
Legislative Assembly at
Dispur on February 13.
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Prof Jagdish Mukhi,
Hon'ble Governor of
Assam, addressing
the session of the
Assam Legislative
Assembly on
February 11, 2021,
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A coffee-table book on the
14th Assam Legislative
Assembly was released on
February 11, 2021.

Hon'ble Members
posing for a group
photograph outside the
newly-constructed
building of the Assembly
on the last day of the
last session of the 14"
Assam Legislative
Assembly on February
13, 2021.
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The official

residence of the

Speaker, Assam i
Legislative
Assembly

A view of the old
MLAs' Hostel which
were built
immediately after
the capital of
Assam was shifted
from Shillong
temporarily to
Dispur in 1973.

The official A view of the
residence of the multi-storeyed
Deputy Speaker blocks of the new

of the Assam MLAs' Hostel which
Legislative will gradually
Assembly phase out the old

structures.
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The Gopinath Bardoloi
Bhawan houses the
Library, alternative
Chamber of the Speaker
as also a Chamber of
the Leader of the
Opposition, apart from
a railway ticket booking
counter.

A view of the
New MLAs'
Hostel, which
also has a Guest
House and a
canteen

The Assam Legislative
Assembly Library has a rich
collection of books, reports
and other documents which

serve as a major repository of
information for research
scholars, apart from regular
use by the Hon'ble Members
of the Assembly.



A cannon (bar-top)
dating back to the Ahom
period and used for

defence of Assam against
the invading Mughals,
has been preserved in
the Assam Legislative
Assembly since it was
shifted to Dispur.

Two elephant tusks of
wild elephants captured
during the colonial period
continue to adorn the
entrance to the main
Chamber of the Assam
Legislative Assembly from
the time of undivided
Assam when the
Assembly was located in
Shillong.

ALA employees
presenting a bihu
dance during the

International Women's
Day by the ALA
Secretariat on March 8,
2021.

The employees of the ALA Secretariat
brought out a wall magazine titled
'Pratyush’ which was unveiled by the
Hon'ble Speaker Shri Hitendra Nath
Goswami on January 11, 2021.




Shri S K Sharma,AlS
Secretary, Assam
Legislative Assembly,
inaugurating the sports
competition of the ALA
Complex on April 3, 2021.
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Lady employees of
the ALA taking part in

a Walking Race
Competition.

A view of the
Men's
Badminton
competition for
ALA employees.

A view of the
Men's Carrom
competition for
ALA employees.




Lady employees of
the ALA taking part
in a Carrom
competition

Lady employ,es of the
ALA participaing in the
Mygical Chair
cgmpetition.

A view of the 'tekeli.
bhonga' (Blind Strike)
competition for lady
employees of the ALA.
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