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Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the First General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

- The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at
10 A.m., on Monday, the 20th June, 1955.

PRESENT

Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, B. L., Speaker, in the Chair,
the nine Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, the two Parlia-
mentary Sccretaries and fifty-three Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS

(Short Notice Question No.3 standing in the name of Shri Hares-

war Goswami was not put and answered as the Questioner was
absznt.)

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

Post-mortem shed at Sibsagar

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI asked:

*40. Will the Minister-in-charge of Judicial be pleased to

state-—

(«) Whether a post-mortem shed had been constructed
at Sibsagar ?

(b) If so, when ?

(c) 1If thereply is in the affirmative, whether it is in
use for the purpose ?

(d) Ifnot, why not ?
{¢) Whether Government will please see that it is

utilised  for  the purpose of post-mortem
examination alone ?
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) rcplied :

40. (a)—VYes.

(6)—It was completed in November, 1952.

(¢)—No.

(d)—For want of certain amenities such as arrange-
ment for water-supply and sheds for Chowkidar and policemen.

(e)—Yes.

Starred Question No.41 standing in the name of Shri Mal
Chandra Pegu was not put and answered as the Questioner was
absent.)

Assistants of State Transport Organisation
Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked :

*42. Will the Minister-in-chai

s g¢ of Transport be pleased
o state—

State Transport Organisation ?

{6) Whether Government maintain a list of all
Stat_e Transport employees showing their
service records of seniority serially ?

(¢) Whether promotion from  Lowes Division Assist-
ants to Upper Division Assistants and also

from Upper Division Assistants to Head Assist-
ants 1s granted accordip iori

B+ g to seniority ?

(d) Wheigégl;lig 13 ?ng?cé'that O many occasions junior
%‘35 Divisi uading  non-Matrics serving as
Uower D.“.".Slon Assistants are promoted to

fPPer 1VISION Assistan g superseding the claims

el ss ot qualified Lesistants P

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister)

42. (a)—No.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Promotions are made on s 3
efficiency and integrity and educationg] %S;l?gsat?gniemo”ty’
—Ves, round : .
(@) S8: 010 STOuIds S, seniority ag gtated

replied :

of merit
in {¢)-
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(Starred Question No.43 standing in the name of Shri Hareswar
Goswami was not put and answered as the Questioner was absent).

Appointment of Special Officer for Social Education

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked:

*44, Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that in supersession of as many
as nine Sub-Inspectors of Schools, a Junior
Sub-Inspector of Schools was recently appointed
as Additional Deputy Inspector of Schools and
then within a few months was appointed as
Special Officer for Social Education, a post of

Educational Service, Class IT, of a still higher
Grade ?

(b) Whether it Is a fact that the said appointment has

been made in October 1954, but the post has
not yet been advertised ?

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) replied:

44. (a)—Yes. The appointment of the Officer as Deputy
Inspector of SChO?IS was rn?.d:a on the recommendation of the
Assam Public Service Commission.  Reply regarding the second
appointment is 1n the aflirmative,

(b)—He has been temporarily appointed as Special
Officer, Social Education, but the post is being advertised soon

through the Assam Public Service Commission.

(Starred O uestion N_o.45 standing in the name cj‘ Shri Ranendra
Mohan Das and No.46 in the name of Shri Mal Chandra Pegu were
not put and answered as the Q uestioners were absent.)



1266 QUESTIONS [20TH JUNE,

Re: Procurement of Textile Goods from Bombay,
Ahmedabad and other places since 1949

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked:

*47. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply and Textile
Departments be pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that when the Government
of Assam started procuring textile goods from
Bombay, Ahmedabad and other places sipce
1949, the goods on transit and in godowns ip
Assam were covered by Policies of Missis!
New India Assurance Co., Ltd., of Bombay ?

(b)) What is the total amount of premia paid up till

now to the said Company in Textile
Insurance and Godown Insurance ?

(¢) Whatis the outstanding premia due to the saitl
Company ?

(d) Whether this business was placed by the Govern-
ment directly to the Company or through {he
medium of any Insurance Agent ?

{¢) Whetheritis a fact that the said Neyw India
Assurance Clo., Ltd., has not yet Paid the
Government claims amounting to over » lakh of
rupees ? '

{f) Whether Government invited direct quotations

from different Insurance Companies askin, for
minimum rates ? E

\&) Whether it is a fact that while inviting qQuotations
from the Insurance Companies the Govern-
ment made it clear that they were pot

interested to place the business throygy
Insurance Agent ? 80 any

(%) Whether Government are aware that in Violation
of the assurance of direct business soughy f
by and given to the Government the sajq 3 or
pany has placed the business through g pr.om'
pal Insurance Agent of Calcutta unknowmm_
the Government of Assam and has .8

I'ransit

e : - pa_i .
commission on the premia paid by thed ClTum
ernment at the rate of 30 per cent, on T ov-

s Lextile

‘T'ransit Insurance and 35 per cent. op il
Godown Insurance ? xtile
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) replied :

47. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Premia paid—
For Transit Insurance Rs.2,20,139-6-9.
For Godown Insurance Rs.86,364-0-0.
(¢)—Outstanding premia on account of Godown
Insurance is Rs.46,966-0-0.
(d)— Directly with the Company.
(e)—Tota’ claims outstanding against Insurance Com-
pany for loss in transit are Rs.59,832-9-1 at present.

(f)=—Yes. At the time of discussion with the Branch
Managers of the two Companies, viz., Messrs. New India
Assurance Company, Ltd., and British India General Insurance
Company, Ltd., were asked to give the lowest quotation.

(g)—Yes. Government were not interested in having
agent as they did not think that the agent would be of any help.
(A—Government is not aware of this fact.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: As regards

(¢), Sir, may I know how long the claims for loss have been
pending ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): The
amount concerned was a heavy one, but gradually we are
settling it down.

Re : Social Education

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked:

*48. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state— .
(¢) Who is the senior-most Sub-Inspector under the
cstablishment of Social Education ?
(b)) Whether any Officer of the Social Education
Department has any training in Mass Literacy

as well as in the production of literature
intended for mass people ?

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) replied :

48. (a)—Shri Tilak Chandra Das.
(b)—Yes.  Shri Dharmadatta Sarma, temporary
Special Officer, Social Education, is trained in Audio-visual
Education, and Shri P. C. Datta, Sub-Inspector of Schools,
Social Education in Literary Workshop Training at Santi-
niketan. :
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' 4 ng wn the name of Shri Ranendra
Starred Q uestion Nq. 19 standing in Lhe : . | . |
Molzo(n Das c%d No0.50 in the name of Shri Mal Chandra Pegu were 1‘
not put and answered as the Questioners were absent.) |

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table.)
Fire accident in Social Education Office at Gauhati

Sriman PRAFULLA GOSWAMI asked )

126. (@) Will the Education Minister be pleased to state
the cause of fire accident in Social Education Office at Guuh'atl
and what are the properties damaged in the fire accident with
cost of each article and total amount of loss in the year 1953 ?

(6) How the fire took place ?

(¢) Who is Tesponsible for such fire ?

(d) Whether there was any enquiry and if so, with
what results ?

12_6. (a)V—The Cause of the fire could not be ascertained
by Police on enquiry. The fire broke out accidentally j

store room where inflammaple articles were kept. A Jjst of
damaged articles with cost is Placed on the Library Table,

——-Acmdentally.
(c)ﬁyone.

—Ye g - h ﬁ t
accidentally s, the €nquiry revealed that the fire took place
Havoc due to erosion of the Subansirj

Shri SARVESWAR BORUWA asked :
127. (a) Will the s = pl
whether he 1s gy 3 :_-_Revenue Minister be pleased ¢, state
(z) That the Kaivartg village of Silikhagurj in the
ardyanpur Mauza has been completely eroged
and washed away and the Miri village of Barati
In the Dha)

pur Mauza has been all but com-
Pletely eroded ang washed away by the

. ¢ Subansiri
uring the floods of this and the Previous year ;
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(iz) that 90 Kaivarta families of Silikhaguri and
16 Miri families of Barati have been already
rendered homeless and are now in search of
land along with their co-villagers whose houses
are’ also on the verge of erosion ; :
(22¢) that the erosion affected Kaivarta and Muslim
residents of Silikhaguri have applied for lands
for their settlement in Merbil, Tunijan and
Dhekiajuli where there are some Government
waste land, land relinquished by Tea Garden
and land kept waste but not relinquished by the
Tea Companies concerned ;
(7v) that the Miri village of Barbil in Narayanpur
Mauza and Caste-Hindu village of Banpurai in
Dhalpur Mauza are also partially affected and
dangerously threatened by the erosion of the
Subansiri river ; and
(v) that the erosion affected riots of Bar-Ati, Barbil
and Banpurai are in need of immediate evacua-
tion but finding no land in these Mauzas where
they can shift to, have applied to the authorities
(including the Forest Minister) for permission
to settle in  Gohpur Forest Reserve as Forest
villagers ? :
(b) If the answers to (i) to (v) are in the affirmative, what
steps, if any, are being taken to rehabilitate those homeless and
landless people at an early date ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied:

127. (a)—(i) to (v)—Some of these villages have been badly

eroded and others are seriously affected or threatened by floods.

(b)—Steps have however been taken by Subdivisional

Officer, North Lakhimpur, to rehabilitate the affected families
as follows :—

(1) The eroded families of Silikhaguri have been
allotted land at Dhekiajuli Block and in the
Harmutty-Merbil relinquished grant.

(1z) The eroded Miri families of Barati village have
been allotted land in Tunijan Block of Laluk
Mauza.

(z¢i) People of Bonpurai and Borbil villages selected
land in the Forest Reserve at Gohpur in
Darrang District. But no land could be made

available there. Steps are being taken to provide
them land elsewhere.
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Pay and other amenities given to present Labour
' Inspectors

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked :

128. Will the Minister, Labour, be pleased to state—

(e¢) What is the number of the present Labour Ins-
pectors, their pay'and scale and what are the
amenities given to them ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that though they are Gazetted
Officers they are not given travelling and daily
halting allowances on tour as has been done n
other States ?

(¢) Whether they are being given Peons or Orderlies

to accompany them on tour and if not, whether

Government will consider this matter ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy

replied :

128. (a)—The total number of present Labour Inspectors

is 11 and their pay scale is Rs. 150—200—(Conf.)—10—96 00—

{E.B.)—-10—300—12-32-—375——(E.B.)-—-12?_,-——450. They are en-
titled to other allowances as admissible under the rules.

(0)—The Labour Inspectors are Gazetted Officers
and get travelling and daily allowances according to rules, A

proposal to raise the present status is under consideration of
Government,

Minister)

(c)—The matter is under consideration of Goyern.
ment.

Public petition against the lot Mondal of village Bajsa
and Barmara in Sorukhetri Mauza of Barpetg
Subdivision

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED asked :

129. Will the Minister of Revenue be pleased to state——

(@) Whether it is a fact that there was a publjc peti-
tion against the lot Mondal of village Baisa and

Barmara in Sorukhetri Mauza of B
g A arpeta
Subdivision ? P

() If so, when that petition was filed ?
(¢) What is the fate of that petition ?
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(d) Whether Government propose to take steps against
that lot Mondal ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the said lot Mondal use
to take Adhi and Borga from the villagers as
they cultivated the Khas Lands ? :

(/) Whether Government propose to enquire into this
matter ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied:
129. (a)—Yes.

(6)—It was filed on 5th August, 1954.

(c)—An enquiry has been made by the Assistant
Settlement Officer, Barpeta. The allegations are found to be
totally baseless.

(d), (¢) & (S )—Do not arise.

Devastation of floods in plains Subdivisions of Assam

Shri SARVESWAR BORUWA asked :
130. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to
state—

(a) The dates of the high floods, which devastated
crops and home-steads, granaries , etc., in each of
the plains subdivisions of Assam during the
current year ?

(b) The area and population affected by floods in each
subdivision ? '

(¢) The acreage of Ahu, Bao, Sali and jute crops
destroyed by floods in each subdivision ?

(d) The number of granaries damaged by floods in
each subdivision ?

(¢) The number of houses or buildings eroded or col-
lapsed or washed away during the floods in each
subdivision ?

(f) The acreage of paddy lands that could not be
transplanted due to inundation and want of
ssaedl;ngs caused by the floodsin each subdivi-
sion T

(¢) The casualties in cattle and human life respectively
of the floods in each subdivision ?

(h) The total amount of damage (in rupees) suffered
by each subdivision due to the floods ?

(Z) The total area eroded or rendered unfit for habi-
tation and the number of families rendered home-

less by erosion or high floods in each subdivi-
sion ?
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(7) The steps, if any, taken by Government to reha-
bilitate those homeless people in their respective
subdivision or elsewhere ?

(k) The amount of gratuitous relief, subsistence loan,
seed loan, agricultural loan and rehabilitation
grant and loan respectively received by each sul-
division for its flood-striken people during the
year till the 15th October, 1954 ; and

({) The total amount of expenditure incurred by the
State on each of the above heads of relief (includ-
ing loan) till the 15th October, 1954 ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied :

130. (a) to (i)—The attention of the Member is invited to
the statement made by me on the floor of the House on 27th

October 1954, on flood situation, which will give all the avail-
able information.

A statement showing the available information based

on latest reports received from District Officers is also placed on
the Library Table,

. (J)—Government have so far provided land for reha-
bilitation of 5,754 flood and erosion affected families of differ-
ent subdivisions as shown below.— )

Dibrugarh Subdivision oo 2,011 families,
North Lakhimpur Subdivision ... 414, +
Jorhat  Subdivision 859 »
Sibsagar .3 e beheay o o
Golaghat % Lo S RS )
sepur > S SRS
Mangaldai 2 “sa esa 4‘00 23
Gauhati " R LI R

, Total eer 5,754

(k) & ())—A detailed statement showing the latest
amounts sanctioned upto 31st March 1955, for relief and reha-
bilitation purposes, is placed on the Library Table.

Re-employment of retired Gazetted and non-Gazetted
flicers

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked :

131. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) The names of the Gazetted Government Officers
of each Department whose services have now been

- — . - S ’
T SN T T e - g el e B h s -

T L, T
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retained or extended or who have been re-employ-
ed after the dates of attaining their superannua-
tion together with their dates of such superannua-
tion and also the number of non-Gazetted Officers
in each district, whose services have been so retain-
ed or extended or re-employed ?

(b)) Whether it is a fact that such retention of service
goes against the spirit and intentions of the Pension
Rule.

(¢) What are the reasons for such retention, extension
or re-employment, as the case may be, after
superannuation in respect of each Gazetted
Officer ?

(d) Whether Government propose to revise this course

of action so as to give chance to juniors and
remove their discontentment ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

131. (a)—A statement is placed on the Library Table, but
terms of some of the officers as mentioned in the statement
may have expired i the meantime.

(b))—The relevant rule in the Pension Manual says that
an officer who isin receipt of a superannuation or retiring
* pension shall not be re-employed or continue to be employed in

service paid frem general revenues or from a local fund, except
on public grounds. As officers are re-employed on the over-
riding ground of public interest only-—such re-employment does
not offend the spirit and intention of the Pension Rule.

(¢)—The general policy of the Government is that
where it is essential to retain a superannuated officer in service,
he is re-employed after retiring him. The officers have been

re-cmployed due to dearth of qualified personnel and on the
grounds of public interest.

(d}—Does not arise.

Construction of a road at Nahal;katiya by A. O. C.

Shri JOGAKANTA BARUAH asked :
132. Will the Revenue Minister by pleased to inform—
(a) Whether a road has been constructed by Assam
Oil Company at Naharkatiya over the paddy land
from Well No.1 to Well No.5 ?
(b) Whether it is a fact that after closing Well No.5 the
Company has abandoned a portion of the road

from Well No.5 to the road connecting Well No.l
to Well No.7 ?
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(¢) Whether it is a fact that in the half-done portion
of the road comprising about a mile, enough
loose earth has been raised here and there ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replicd :

132. (a)—VYes. The Company made a road in this land after
acquisition and payment of compensation to the owners,
(b)—Yes. The Company has abandoned a portion of
the road from Well No.5 to Well No.7. But several portions of
the road connecting the Wells Nos.1, 5 and 7 are still incomplete.
(¢)—It is reported by Deputy Commissioner that it is not
correct. As a matter of fact in all road building works soil is
generally loose at the beginning and it became pretty hard
after it settles down.

Bus service betwen La’harghat and Palasbari in
South Kamrup

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked -

133. Will the Transport Minister be pleased to state—

(2) Whether there is any regular bus seryice
between Laharghat and Palasbari in South Kam.-
TUP and if so, what is the number of such byses ?
(b) Whether itis a fact that almost all these bhyses
ave ceased to ply on this road on account of
heavy loss ?
(c) Whether Government propose to allow two buses
to ply between Gauhati and Laharghat regylar-
Y or place a transport bus on the route ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replieq -

133. (a)—There s no regular bus service at
i r
buses however plying on thi% route before. s eRrene o

(b) Yes all thep ave been with
were found unremunerativ(.;.uses Haleah drawn ag they
(¢)—The ) Ex‘EHgineer, Lower Assam Division, has
been asked to submit a detajleg report regarding the condition
of the route for opening of a bus service between ottt ol
Barduar via Gharali-Azara~Gossaighat-Tinali-Barihat-Loharghat,
The matter will be decided on receipt of a report from Bin.
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Regarding death of Tsentichang Ao in Jorhat Jail
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked :

134. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that one Tsentichang Ae, Ex-
Gaonbura of Ungma village died at Jorhat Jail
on 29th July, 1954 ?

(b)) Under what section and for what reasons he was
arrested ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that he received injuries when
police lathi charged him at Mokokchung ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that he was not given any
medical treatment either at Mokokchung or at -
Jorhat ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

134. (a)—Yes. He died of celebral malaria.

(6)—Due to disobedience of orders of the Subdivi-
sional Officer, Mokokchung, he was arcested on 22nd July, 1954.
He was convicted under Section 188 of the Indian Penal Code
in Criminal Case No.2 of 1954 by the Subdivisional Officer,
Mokokchung. He was sentenced to pay a fine of Rs.15 in
default to serve one month’s rigorous imprisonment for disobe-
dience of orders.

(¢)-—No.

(d)—No medical aid ifor him was necessary at Mokok-
chung but necessary medical aid was given at Jerhat Jail for
celebral malaria.

Re¢: Lock up at Mokokchung
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked :

135. (a) Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state what
is the measurement of the lock up at Mokokchung ?
(b) How many persons can be kept in the said lock
up °
‘c) Whether it is a fact that there is no sanitary and
ventilation arrangfulrnent in the said lock up ?
(d) Whether itis a fact that police seized the jeep,
radio and other furniture of Mr. Imkongmeren Ao recentlyJ? p

(¢) 1f so, for what reasons and under what authority
these goods were seized ?
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied:
135. (@)-—The measurement of the lock up is 16" x 8".

(6)—>5 to 8 persons can be kept in the lock up.
(¢)—Sanitary and ventilation arrangements  exist.
(d)—Yes.

(¢)—He is an absconder in Mokokchung Case No.1(7)

54 under Section 143/145/109, I. P. C. Properties were |

seized under proclamation and attachment orders. He is
still absconding.

Regarding posting of Sub-Deputy Collectors to
hold charge of Ranganadi Circle in North
Lakhimpur Subdivis:on

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY asked :

136."(a) Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased
to state the numb

er and names of the Sub-Deputy Collectors
pested to hold charge of Ranganadi lircle' in North Lakhimpur
Subdivision during the period from 1948-55 stating the time
of each of them serving in that circle ?
: (6) Whether Government will state the reasons of
frequent transfers of these officers from this circle ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied :

136. (¢)—The n % e .
HOUll s oF T ;mes of Sub-Deputy Collectors posted to

ORI DS arecas followsanadi Circle during the period from 1948

-
—_—
-

Name of Sub-
Deputy Collectors Period of service as Circle Officer

1. Shri Lalit Ram Hazarikg From 22nd April, 1947 to 18th

2. Shri Aswini Kanya Barua Fro‘]rl:ll};btl}?%}uly, 1949 to '23rd

3. Shri Mohan Chandrs Miri .., Froﬁ)vgﬁgerl’ﬂigzi{ber, 1951 to

4. Shri Derazuddin Ahmeq ™ Frolnl'zthl?tlillg ﬁtl;;ugsr;’z 1952 to 7th

5. Shri Golok Ch. Bhuyap Frrjxnllng‘;hlg‘z?).ril, 1953 to 19th

6. Shri Jitendranath Roy Chou- Froﬁlpril]i)tlli)skpril 1954 to 20th
dhury. May, 1954.

7. Shri Nanda Ram Dag From 27th October, 1954 to up-

to-date.
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(b)—For exigencies of public service except in the case
of Shri Jitendranath Roy Choudhury who went on leave on
medical grounds.

- Realisation of revenues on lands eroded and silted by
floods in North Lakhimpur Subdivision and Majuli

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY asked:

137. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the revenues for lands
eroded and silted by floods rendering unfit for
cultivation are being still realised by the authori-
ties in North Lakhimpur Subdivision and Majuli ?

() Ifso, whether Government propose to give relief to

the distressed people by remission of land
revenue ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied:

137. (a)—Ng land revenue has been realised for lands eroded
and silted in North Lakhimpur Subdivision and Majuli.
(6)—Does not arise.

Assistants of the Defunct Commissioner of
Divisions® Office

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked :

138. Will the Minister-in-charge of Finance be pleased to
state—

(@) The names of the assistants of the office of the
Commissioner of Divisions at the time of aboli-
tion of that office in 1947 with their educational
qualifications, length of service and the pay
drawn by cach of them in August, 1947 ?

(6) Whether any circular letter was issued by the
Government to the Heads of all Departments to
absorb these staff rendered surplus in vacancies
in the offices under them ? / i1

(¢c) Whether anybody was authorised by Government
to select the assistants of the then defunct office
of the Commissioner of Divisions for posting
them to different offices at Shillong and else-

where and what procedure was adopted in selec-
ting them ? :
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(d) The names of assistants of the said Commissioner’s
Office, who were posted at Shillong and pay
sanctioned to each of them in their new office ?

(¢) The names of the assistants of the Commissioner’s
staff, who were selected for the office of the
Assam High Court, prior to the appointment of
the Hon’ble the Chief Justice, who was autho-
rised to select them ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied :

138. (a), (b), (¢), (d) and (¢)—The information is being
collected.

Land Settlement in Shillong

Shri A. S. KHONGPHAI asked:

139. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased
to state—

() The names of persons to whom the Government
have given land in Shillong from 1950 to 1955
stating separately the number of  Assamese,
Bengalees and Khasis and other communities to
whom such lands have been allotted ?

(6) Whether the non-Khasis who have been allotted
land are all Government Officers ?

(¢) If not—

(¢) How many are Government officers ?
22) How many of such officers are Ag
Bengalees and others ?

(d) Whether any land given to: Goyernment offjcers
and houses built thereon will be taken over by
Government to be given to other Government
Officers when the present officers retire from
Government service ?

(¢) How much land has Government purchased or
acquired in Shillong town in its viginit for
public purposes and the nature of Public Ypur..

poses for which land was acquired i
aforesaid period ? g Bl

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Miaister) replied :

139. (a)—A statement is placed on the Librar
Of the total number of 421; allotees, 331 are Xg;rgle. P
Bengalis, 12 Khasis, 15 Plains tribals including Manipug.sc: 3
Punjabis, 2 Biharies, 2 Lushais, 3 Nagas, 3 Garos, 2 Ne :}:?: 2
Marwaris, 1 Anglo Indian and a business concern,. paus;

samese,
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(b)—No.

(c))———(zf) Of the total number of 412 Non-Khasis, 364
are Government Officers. :

(ii) Of these 364 officers 298 are  Assamese, 49
Bengalees, 21 are others.

(d)—There is no such contemplation at present but
Government will be quite at liberty to resume such houses for
Government purposes as most of the leases contain a resump-
tion clause.

(¢)—Government have purchased 1030 acres, acquir-
ed 114-251 acres and have resumed 803 @cres of land for public
purposes. A detailed statement is placed in the Library Table.

Visit of S. R. C. to Tura

Shri EMERSON MOMIN asked :

140. (e) Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state
whether it 1s a fact that Armed Police were directed by the
Government to fire, guns to scare away the people coming to
Tura on the eve of the coming of the S. R, C.. ?

(6) Ifso, what are the reasons for doing so ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

140. (a)—No.
(b) —Does not arise,

Shri RAM PROSAD CHAUBEY: On a point of in-
formation, Sir, I would like to know whether Government
are aware of the present erosion of the Silchar town by the
river Barak. It is apprehended Voice— (o123t 2ate cvraes B¢ ?)

Mr. SPEAKER: How can you adopt this procedure ?
7% ¢FeT Gl (zd AL P
Shri RAM PROSAD CHAUBEY: On a point of infor-

mation, Sir, I would like to know only whether the Govern-
TCAL., oot

Myr. SPEAKER: No,I cannot allow this question.
Had it been an important question, it should have come

under some procedure and then we would have decided
whether we could admit it or not.

Now, let us come to the next item of the agenda,
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Presentation of the Supplementary Statement of
] Expenditure for 1955-56

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to present a Supplementary Statement of Expendi-
ture for 1955-56.

I think hon. Members have got copies of this.

Presentation of a Notification under Section 296
of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923

Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR (Minister):
- Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to present the following notification
under section 296 of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 :—

1955* Notification No. LML.191/54/31, dated the 14th April,

Memcllazzl?;,es of this have already been supplied to the hon.

The Assam Adhiars Protection and Regulation
(Amendment) Bill, 1955

5 Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to present the Report of the Seclect Com-
mittee on the Assam  Adhiars Protection and Regulation
(Amendment) Bill, 1955.

... TheReport of the Select Committee is unanimous and
11:h 1s its fing] report. The Select Committece made slight
C anEes. The main changes are these. In the main Bill the
rﬁum er of members to constitute the Adhiars Conciliation
: oard was not specified. Buat here it has been specified as

ollows: “One member from landlords and one member from
ad.fzzars’from the areca concerned with the Revenue Officer
as Chairman”. Then there was some lacuna in the main
Act as-to the procedure to execute the order for eviction
and restoration of possession. That has been provided here.

. A definition has been provided by the Select Committee
with regard to servants and hired labourers. The definition
is that those persons who serve on the condition of sharing

A . e i o e gt

#* Sge  Appendix A,

PR A £ e e - iy

—
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a portion of the «crop, will not be treated as servants or
hired labourers, but those persons who work only for a fixed
remuneration either in cash or in kind, will be treated as
hired labourers or servants.

The other suggestion made by the Committee is that an
appeal against the order of the Adhi Conciliation Board or
the Revenue Officer shall lie with the Sub-Judge having
jurisdiction over the area concerned.

These are the only changes suggested by the Select
Committee.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Adhiars
Protection and chule.mon (Amendment) Bill, 1955 as reported
by the Select Committee be taken into consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved is that the Assam
Adhiars Protection and Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1955,
as reported by the Select Committee be taken into consideration.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I have gone through the amending Bill and: also
the Report of the Select Committee, but still I find that cer-
tain improvements which should have been incorporated in
the Bill have been omitted frecm the consideration of the
Select Committee. ;

First of all, let me refer to clause 5 : ing
Bill. Clause 5 secks to amend section 5 of (’zlfl‘etgxt?in ;rgl;lnfcil(ib
i. ¢., Assam Act XII of 1948. Under sub-clause () of the St
ending Bill, it is prov@ed that an Adhiar who keeps the land
fallow for two consecutive years without reasonable erounds
or sub-lets to others, is liable to be evicted : rovid%d that
an Adhiar who keeps the Adhi land tallow l;ndlér this clause
shall further be liable to pay to the landlorq for o
year, a sum cqual to double the annug] land revenue, which

is or would have been payable by the 1, :

: X : ndl =
ment if such land is or had been asgeg ordite. dhe e
rates. Now, Sir, if we compare this
sion of the Act, we find there are
matter of fact, it also provides for th
quent Adhla{‘. At the same time theye =,
protect the interest of the landlord, nalr?;ley some provisions to

(z) that the land is bonafide Téquired by the landlord

certain omissions. As a
€ cviction of the delin-
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for personal cultivation either by himself or by members of
his family or by servants or hired labourers ; .

(ii) that an Adhiar has used the land in a manner which
renders it unfit for the purpose of culiivation R

(ii)) that an Adhiar has failed to deliver within the pres-
cride time to a landlord such share or quantity of the

roduce as heis bou.ncl, subject to the provisions of this Act,

py an express or 1mplied agreement with the landlord
to deliver : provided that the order of eviction passed under this
clause shall not be executed if the share of quantity of the pro-
duce remaining unpaid is delivered to the landlord within such
time as may be allowed, and with such compensation, if any,
as may be awarded by the Board,

If the cultivator has actually cultivated the land and
has defaulted mn giVing the due share to the landlord in time,
in that case heis liable to eviction, but if he delivers his dues
to the landlord  within time (hep he may be saved from evic-
tion, but t.herc IS a provision for compensation. Here we
find, even if he cultivates the land and defaults in giving the
share of the crop to the landlord in time, there comes the
question of compensation, But under sub-clause (iz) when
an Adhiar on accout of his deliquency or laziness has kept the
land fallow for two consecutive years no compensation is given

to th?J Ianci_llord, €XCept an amount equial €0 twice the Tanf
revenue. €I€ we are going ¢ s trigle s deli g usnin
Mr. SPEAKER - ng g to put premium or q y

at is your suggestion ?

% Maulavi : MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: I may say
lt Isdlls ;eryvl\lfn eSS Wermust alius look to the side of the poor
ord 0]{' e SOW b tHere ae many petty and poor land-
lords living on the Ncome of their land and that may

be the only means of gy 7 OF
mally gets for e bithelr livelihood. Such a landlord nor-

; 8ha of his land at least one maund
Buf when the Adhia’ 10 bighas, hc should get 10 maunds.
u arkeeps the land fallow for two conse-

l(i;lstl‘lrieveﬁ;?)letggé (iﬁgiiv?s the landlord of the only means of
: : 15 ve Ll = i his 1
not consistent with the o Iy unfair indeed. So, Sir, this is

e YLk, the Act, viz., sub-
clause (47). Under proposeq sub}d;féselo?isfthere 1S NO provision
for compensation although the land is kept fallow for two con-
secutive years to the serioyg detriment of the lanlord. This
puts the the landlord to Very great handicap for no fault of
his, So, I suggest that there should pe 5 provision for compensa-
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tion under this sub-clause also as may be awarded by the
Board. Under the proposed amendment, we find that for keeping
the land fallow for two consecutive years, the Adhiar is liable
to be evicted, but the poor landlord gets practically nothing
and is thereby liable to be put to immense hardship.

Sir, we must look to the economic aspect of the matter
also. If we are going to make this Adhiar Act very stringent,
then every landlord will apply to take the land for cultiva-
tion by himself asis provided in sub-clause (7). What will
be the result ? On the one hand you are allowing the landlord
to step in and cultivate the land by himself and on the other
hand you are making certain other provisions which are
very prejudicial to the interest of the landlord. Then certain
other provisions of the amending Bill have been made
very stringent the share of the landlord having been further
cut down. This has given rise to a tendency all over the country
for the landlord to come in and to take over the land for culti-
vation by himself’ or by his family members or by servants

or hired labourers. So, what is going to be the economic

consequences of so many Adhiars being thrown out ? The
primary object of agricultural planning is to augment
production and thereby improve the economic lot of our
cultivators. But, too much leniency shown to an Adhiar as
against a landlord will ﬁ'ustrz}tc the very objective of this increased
production. ‘The scheme of the Act should be such as to eli-
minate exploitation and make for a willing partnership be-
tween the landlord and the Adhiar to make the best possible use
of the land. In other words to ensure socio-economic justice
having regard to the existing circumstances in society.. . ...

Mr. SPEAKER : There is another aspect. You canmnot
be hard on the Adhiar.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN - I do not
want to be hard on the Adhiar. T want to protect the Adhiar,
but at the same time we must also provide against delin-
quency-on the part ofan Adhiar. There are delinquent Adhiars
who may not be inclined to put forth their best eforts to
cultivate theland, who may not carry out the directions of
the landlord. Due to negligence, carelessness and laziness an
Adhiar may not care to cultivate the land properly and asa
result the poor landlord may have to sufler. We must see
to it also. ‘The whole thing should be based on the willing
co-operation between the landlord and the Adhiar, Under
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the existing state of affairs, we know that some of the Adhiars
are being exploited. We want to do away with that
exploitation, but at the same time we should not
put the poor landlord in a tight corner. Otherwise, the land-
lord will lose all initiative for improvement of the land. The
land cannot be improved unless the landlord invests some
money in the shape of irrigating the land, supplying manure
because the poor Adhiar has not got the money, ‘The land-
lord must also supply a pair of cattle. Our object is to
enhance the productive capacity of the land ; so, the schemes
of things should he such that each party to the transaction

gives. .his ‘hest - and: there is no exploitation on either side.
Therefore,

oo tglr, the provisions must be balanced. In my opi-
e gi;ilq lst provision of keeping land fallow for two years
e may' havge 00 mgch 1n.du]gcncc to‘tl}c Adhiar beqausc
i Cci?n_‘le othe.r plccc_of land whlch hc may cult_lvate

e nane o2 particular piece of land. The result will be

that the poor | . X . iy
of fixing the cQ?mdlord will sufter.  So, I suggest that instead

land revenye n?l_)cnsation payable to the landlord to twice the

shall be paid’alt] may be provided that such compensation

the Cir.CumstanCS‘tle BOard- may dctcrm'mc to bq -[alr under
ext, i CSI- : ‘That will be better, in my opinion.

tain difﬁC’UItieg, i COme to clause 6. Th.crc I ﬁnd_ that cer-

vision unqe 2 b ave been_‘ created by adding a particular pro-

Ub-clause (¢i2) : ‘‘Provided further that when

e arc grown on a particular plot of land

e ultural year, the landlord or the person
share only in ar  holds land shall get his stipulated
125 in{ro © Major crop”. These words “major crop”

Oduced g : p
explain ot of

w. S complications, which I will just now
OVer Assam. o> Whatis a ““major crop’ ? Practically all
high Janqg > *Cept Salj | :

. and where one crop is grown, on
cult to g, Whiehthan one crop is grown and it is very diffi-
Ir, that'in 1y 5. 0P is major and which is not. I know,
sown

together o XICt and also in Barpeta bao and aus are
months gy 3 Aus g harvested after four or five
what is 8oing tooba-fter five or six months thereafter. Now,
under the Gale € the major crop here ?  Whether botlr come
and, if so, whicg}?ry of “major crop’” or only one of them
the riverine areas I}at must be made clear. Similarly, in
ther ; thejute is’ the Immigrants cultivate jute and Bao toge-
September ang Baoar.vested in the month of July, August or
Both the cropsare harvested in the month of December.

i €s . i = £
to be the major Cropol‘l"g;eslmultaneously. Now, which is going

L

I il A
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Mr. SPEAKER: You want a definition of “major
crop'® ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Yes, Sir,
this should be made clear. Then, another thing: in the
same agricultural year more than one crop may be grown.
Supposing the land which is used for us is also used for Sali.
That is always done ; after Ausis harvested Sali is planted.
Which is going to be the principal crop here ?

Similarly, after jute has been harvested, the land is
brought under Sali cultivation. Now, Sir, jute from a bigha of
land may fetch anything from Rs.150 to Rs.200 but Sali from
a bigha of land will fetch much less. The landlord will natu-
rally say that jute is his principal crop whereas the Adhiar will
arguc that Sali is the major crop. There will, therefore, be very
serious complications. There must be some direction to decide
what would be the major crop amongst the multiple crops
grown in the same land during the same agricultural year. We
want more agricultural production from the same piece of land.
This is the crying need of the day, We are educating our culti-
vators to grow more than one crop and not to keep the land
fallow. Now, if you say that of all the crops grown the land-
lord should get a share of only the major crop, what is going to
happen ?

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the present practice ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: The landlord
generally takes sharcj. of all the crops raised. Thisis a matter
which should be decided by the mutual agreement of the land-
lord and the Adhiar. Now, Sir, supposing in some land Aus is rais-
ed and that is called the principal crop, whose share the land-
lord will get ? Now, for cultivating Sali or other subsidiary crops
on that piece of land, would the consent of the landiord be
necessary, or has the Adhiar got the right o produccial et
crops as he likes ?

Mr. SPEAKER :  You have got proposed section 6A.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : That only pres-
cribes the machinery for settling of disputes. I say certain
principles must be laid down for the guidance of the Board.
Certain things must be made clear if we are out to strike an
economic balance 1n agricultural production. If these provi-
sions are implemented, we must decide whether for the raising
of sccond, ~third or subsequent crops, the consent. of the
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landlord would be necessary or whether the Adhiar has got_th}?
right to grow any crop he likes after the principal crop. I'bis is
an important factor, in my opinion, bezause the landlord is the
owner of the land and without his consent the land should not
be used for subsidiary crops because we know that cach crop
uses up a certain amount of natural fertility of the soil. A lapd-
lord will naturally fight shy of allowing his land for the growing
of several crops of which he gets no share and that will cut
across our purpose of double or multiple cropping. Therefore,
Sir, this Act is going to militate against the objective of higher
agricultural production. So, my suggestion is that this ques-

tion of the sharing and growing of the number of crops should
be a matter of m

: utual agreement between the landlord and the
Adhiar.  Otherwise, it will Jead to many complications, which
I have just cnumerated. It would, therefore, be better that
without making any specific provision, this is left to be decided
Byithe muytual agreement between the landlord and the Adhiar,
hen, again, Sir, another thing : supposing the major crop 1s
U€ to some natural calamity. It may be, Sir, that one
i cue to a natural calamity, then another crop
2 grolx:zq, Now, it may also be argued that since the major
?ﬁszda}'fi;m?n IO‘_St the Othe_r crop, which is a subsidiary crop,
So. Sir thr e not_golng‘ to give any share for it to the }angllor.d.
lea’d to’ma(; Prov1s10_n, In my opinion, is very vague and it w1}t[
these prOvisiy(r)rfomphcatl,onS: and, therofore, it will be bette;‘ 1
of dividing thes are devised in such a way so that the question
to the Adhiar a;féafor CIOp or any subsidiary crop may be lc(i‘t
in that case the E}lndlc)rd to decide by_ mutual agreement and,
lord will be’depfi\f’”ll f}NOrk In co-operation, 0thcrw1'sc, the .la‘ncll-
the cause of 13 €d lrom getting anything and with the result

these words. T higher agricultural production will suffer. With
S, I finish my comments on the Bill.

Shri BIMALA ! :
are certain new prolsi?ilgiA BORAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, there

! which have been recommended by
;1:;?CIlec‘;]S?g}or?eltteczland which appear to be not satisfactory,
suggestions appea] 11 "2Ke My own suggestions. If these
Focld be undprt ]tO the Legislators then some amendments
= cttaken and if not, of course, I have nothing to

_The first unsatisfactory proviso, is
section 2A sub-section (2, -
Committee ag follows :—
(14 s . . -
I.’rowded that an order for eviction and restoration of
possession shall be executed in the manner} prescribed in the

under clause 2, proposed
It has been suggested by the Select
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Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908) subject to such
modification as may be prescribed”. I think this 1s a compli-
cated procedure. The execution proceedings under the GCivil
Procedure Code take a long time as it is sometimes seen that such
execution proceedings go on for 12 years. If the parties, whether
a landlord or a tenant, are to fight execution proceedings in a
Civil Court then it will be very costly and at the same time,
the object for which amendment is suggested will be defeated.

Mr. SPEAKER: You want it in accordance with the
Land Revenue Regulation ?

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORAH : I have my own sugges-
tion, Sir.

Now, Sir, of course, a landlord can goto a Civil Court
and can fight for years but in the case of a tenant if he is to
fight for restoration of his lands and if the case lingers for even
2 to 3 years, the whole object will be lost Therefore, I suggest
that there should be a better ora simpler procedure in order
to give relief to poor people. I think, that can be done.

It is in the proviso that...... the Code of Civil Procedure...
subject to such modification...”” and it is intended to give relief
to the parties. My suggestion is that the procedure should
be so modified that eviction or restoration may not be unduly
prolonged by the Civil Courts. There should ~be such modifi-
cation so that Court proceedings do not drag on for a long time;
otherwise, the Adhiars will be nowhere. That is one of my
suggestions.

The second point is with regard to sub-clause (i) of clause
6. The proviso about which my Friend, Mr. Umaruddin, has
just spoken. FHe said something about major crops. I find
from this sub-clause that it has not very clearly shown the posi-
tion of the parties. Every Adhiar or every landlord must give
the first round of fight before the Board of Conciliation after
that he will have to go to some other Court, say the Sub-
Judge’s Court, It is not clear whether this sub-clause will pre-
vail if there is an agreement between the parties for shares if
cven 3 crops, namely, jute, paddy and mustard are grown.
Suppose there is a contract between the landlord and the Adhiar
that the tenant will give the landlord share of all these three
crops. This 1s a valid contract. Now, whether this clause
seeks to do away with the contract and whether this sub-clause
(#2) will allow the contract to be enforced in a Court of Law ?
This must be clearly stated. Of course, if it is intended that the
contract will prevail, that is another matter.
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Mr. SPEAKER : 1 think, in such a case, the clause will
automatically be modified.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORAH : I submit, it is not clear
whether the contract will prevail or not.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS:
prevail.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORAH : Theun, it should be
clearly stated. -

The contract wiil not

My next point is, as my Iriend, Mr. Umaruddin,
has suggested, that there may be failure of major crop sometime,
In a such a case, whether the landlord will be able
O P IC RN Sdre . of other minor crops °~which will be
grown subsequently in the ]apd? If paddy is grown

and there is flood which
! washes ' ' i
subsequently jute or ishes  away - the paddy and

mustard is orowr same
land, whether the landlopq grown on the same

wil . Jatv
a share from any of them?'l be able to claim

e ; Of course, it is stated
g}lﬁ;ﬂoihgrgsardszf COOSI(;Cl}latlQn will decide which is the major or
away by flood p\lzhethj-u e Is the major crop and it is washed
ashare of other cr cr - the landlord will be able to claim
g Therco?ss SUch as mustard or pulse grown sub-
Court, if one of the par?ie ‘pcll'OVISIOn to appeal to Sub-jJudge’s
Conciliation Board, by itb .(1’ not agree with the decision of the
be a paradise for ,lawve will lead to litigation, rather, it will
party may appeal to S'ull;s.:] dlt S provided that an aggrieved
well known that to  djspg udge in case he js aggrieved. It is
long time and it is alsg l?n o cases, Sub-Judge’s Courts take a
sion there is no Sllb-Juclge?Swg that in every aiserict or sub-divi-
ship will be caused to the . oi - In such a case, great hard-
should be allowed to lie in pt?félc%:o In H{{Y opinion, such appeals
is available in all . ourtof Munsif, as a Munsif
‘ljsudiciary has been ts}é;arigélc? or subdivisions and recently
cannot be any interf‘e;enc? by the r;"; th_f: Executive, and there
professional lawyers, that if the =Xecutive, We alse know, as
1 s O appeal is preferred in the S 7

inate Judge’s Court, the pleaders 1 preterred in the Subor

not be paid by the poor peopl; ecoi,sg\_/ery high wl_ni(_?h can-
matter should be considered i, the lishe o I request that the

ght of the suggestions I

made, With these wor :
have ds, Sir, Tesume my seat. el
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr, Speaker, Sir, after
hearing my Friend from this side and also Mr. Borah from the
other side, I feel that they are out of tune with the time. We have
taken a socialistic pattern ofsociety as our ideal and also in the
Five-Year Plan—even in the Tirst Five-Year Plan—there is
provision that land should belong to the tillers of the soil.
Although it has not yet been possible to implement that part of
the Five-Year Plan in our State, yet there is no doubt that whether
we like it or not, that is coming in a few years’ time and it is
inconceivable that in a socialistic pattern of society a landlord
should have any symbo! of right as they enjoy today. So, it is
better to prepare ourselves for those eventuality and I appeal to
the landlords also to prepare themselves to fit in, in the coming
structure of society. Sir, I have heard my Friends, Mr. Umar-
uddin and Mr. Borah, and I feel that actually they should not
have any gricval}cc against this amending Bill, rather I have
a grievance against this amending Bill mainly because, Sir,
there is more compromise in it in favour of the landlords. It
may be thatin the absence of that compromise, some section of
the people may suffer immensely in the meantime like widows,
old and aged people, children, etc., so that compromise has been
effected. But, as a maiter of fact, this compromise should not
have been eflected, and I would go the whole hog for a kind
of society where the landiord will not have any land right. But
even this Bill does not take away that; it does not amend the
principal Act as radically as the people wanted to.  Sir, there is
a provision here that shows the tendency of the Select Commit-
tec to have a compromise by having a Conciliation Board
where there will be a representative of the Adhiars as well as
of the Ian.dlords;_that. Conciliation Board itself is a symbol of that
compromise.  3ir, personally Iam against such a thing. What
is there to be compromised ? We have also seen the records
of the Debt Conciliation Board that these Boards actually have
not been able to do anything good. That is why. SiryI say
that personally I am against even for insertion Of’this ,clauSC-
As I have said, my F riends, Mr. Bora and Mr. Umaruddin,
should not have any grudge against this amending Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: You have no objection to the principal
clause ? ;

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : My contention. Sir, is
that the basic stand taken by my Friends, as revealed from their
speeches, appears to me thatthey do not want the landlord
to suffer anything. Sir, even in Bengal the Adhi Conciliation
Board as well as other similar Boards have not been able to
make much headway. Therefore, Sir, I personally feel that by
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creating such a Board, we will only be giving a lease to this
pernicious system but we will not be helping society.
Secondly Sir, regarding

Mr. SPEAKER : What do you suggest? Have you any
idea ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: As I said, Sir, T feel that
there is no necessity to have such a Boa

rd. By creation of such
a Board, we may be giving employment to some people, bu? it
will not serve any purpose. Then, regarding the amend.lng
Bil 'y we see. that the most important provisions which are being
objected to by the people are not yet altered. Section 5 (1)
which says that, ‘the land is bona fide required by the landlord
for personal cultivation cither by himself or by members of his
family or by servants o hired labourers’. Sir, this clause is
Very vague on account of thijs phrase ‘bon: fide required by the
jodlord’ which has been found very difficult to interpret even
Whenever the land is said to be ‘bona fide

required by the

: landlord’ it is held that this is really bona fide
required by (he landlord and as such this Bill will be really
helplng the landlord and not th

AK

e Adhiar. )
ow do you want to put it ?

. SWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, I would have been
;Svrg n‘;}:gﬁl ;11.1‘ favour of 4 Resolution or a Bill that would do
h}irar ancf EﬁaEYStCm altogether, that there should not be any

: . that the land should belon to the tiller of the soil,
:tB}I:‘; gllglge 1L 1s not withip my competefcc to speak about it in
e maiontotithe Bill hafore the House, I can only say that
CI€ are provisiong as ;
help the landi

a result of this amending Bill which will
ord more than the Adhiar.

Shri HARE

[ ~C. ) ‘that th
he land §, 10 clause 5 sub-clause (i) ‘that the

und or llow for two consecutive years without
keeps  the Adhj landsuf‘:flla 1t to others : Provided that an Adhair
liable to pay

to the gl‘ under this clause shall f'urthersbc

e andlord for each h “vear. .ccees 91K

here it is not understoo e s s iable

to pay tc(l) e Iandiord_’d what is meant by ‘to be further liable
And, therefore there j .

e, s the penal clause which also goes

f Fr{ n};lgl}ll against the Adhiar, Mr. Bora has objected to this,

» t ‘?ll h 'ar 15 unfortunate cnough to engage an eminent lawyer,

S o 1AVE Lo pay feel WaF o T point of view also, I do

not think Mr.. Bora’s contention is valid,
"Then again, regarding restoration, Mr. Bora has referred
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to clause 2, sub-section (2) of proposed section 2A, where it has
been stated :

¢Provided that an order for eviction and restoration of
possession shall be executed in the manner prescribed in the
Code of Givil Procedure.”™ :

He has objected to this provision. I think that objection
is also not valid. Because it actually helps the landlord inas-
much there are more cases of eviction than restoration. I am
quite certain aboutit. In case the eviction procedure laid
down in the Civil Procedure Code is not vaild, then it will
only help the landlords more than the Adhiars. Therefore, this
clause is also mainly for the benefit of the landlords. It is the
landlords who go to the courts more than the Adhiars.
Secondly, for restoration there will be only a very few cases.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you will feel more for the
landlords, you suspect. Is not it ?

( Voice —=fimias 1zt sfEeg 1)

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: No, I do not suspect
the Government, but what 1 say is that their 1s no
necessity [ mean to say that there will be more cases
of eviction than restoration. So, I think the whole Bill
should remain as. it is, and for the time being at least, this
Bill should be passed as it is placed before the House.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, I fully appreciate the feelings expressed by my Friends,
Mr. Umaruddin and Shri Hareswar Goswami. Shri Borah
seems to have laid stress on major crops. As a matter of fact,
his approach is almost legal. But, as regards the approach of
Mr. Umaruddin, it is from the landlord’s point of view as
against the approach of Mr. Goswami which is from the Adhiar’s
point of view. 1 would, therefore, like to remind my Friend,
Mr. Umaruddin, that our Bill is The Assam Adhiars Protection
and Regulation Bill and not Landlords Protection Bill. There-
fore I say that as far as our Bill is concerned, Mr. Goswami
is consistent. Because the Bill is for protection and regulation
of Adhiars and not for protection of landlords.

Now, as regards ‘one year’ or ‘or two years’ point raised
by Mr. Umaruddin, there is a provision in the original Act
that if an Adhiar keeps the land fallow for one year, then he
will be evicted. Now, Sir, cases may occur when a certain
cultivator falls ill or his plough cattle die during the trans-
planting season and so he fails to cultivate his land which re-
mains fallow ; then under the principal Act, the cultivator is
liable to be evicted.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: What is the
reasonable cause ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): In the

main Act that word docs not appear. Now, if the land remains |

fallow for one year for any reason, he is liable to be evicted,
‘Therefore we have to put the words reasonable cause here now
so that an Adhiar may not be evicted if he is compelled to keep

his land fallow, For his benefit we have put two years. Again, |

say a cultivator dies and his son is a minor wl
position to cultivate his land. If he loses his land now, what will
be his position? That is why we have put this clause. This clause
is, therefore, certainly for the protection of the Adhiars. Ifsome
rights are to be conferred on the Adhiars, then
at the cost of the landlord. There is no doubt about it. But,

my Friend has stated that as a result of that landlords will suffer.
That is partly true.

: The modern trend, so far
1s to make the tiliewg

10 i$ not 1n a

as land legislation is concerned,
! of the soil owners. The class whose
cause my Friend. Shri Umaruddin, advocated will dissappear.
The class of People who thrived on land without cultivating
it would be liquidated,

Mr. SPEAKER .

leaning towards them.

Sir %1;1“ H}‘? RESW. AR DAS (Deputy Minister) : Not that,
def‘;nede OTther point i1s about the major crop. It capnot be
Shri Borah at  point ‘has also been toug:hec_l by my Friend,
Sup osezt-. d]t 1S not possible to define which is the major crop-
o C\I;ade t\}f leﬁnc Paddy as a major crop, it will be very casy
o 1ddc aw. Say _therc are five bighas of land and one
o ]alf)cilorg on half 5 bigha of land and jute on the rest, then
land. Whicp, VL 8€t share of paddy only of that haif a bigha of
in each indi(\:;idcrop 'S major is a question of fact, to he decided
decided by one e oS  But, who will decide that » 1, il be
the landlord ; i g 0¢F from the Adhiar and one mempey from
. > dlthere is any dispute on that point ag to which
Now, my I'riend, Shri Umaruddin . was
_rights over land. The jdeg of right
land directly undey (e o K¢ the case of a_cultivator who hold
whole year and ¢r.the Government, he pays revenue for the
Now, e, 1Cultlvates the land throughout the whole year.
ow, ‘V ¥ Should the Adhijay not have the same right ? He may
also g1 cf)‘w any crop he likes during the agricultura] Vet o ay-
ment of  share of ope Lrop. My Friend, Shri Umaruddin Phas
bas?d his argument op the old "idea of rights over Ianld ’. the
orginal 1dea.was that the owner was Proprietor of (he soil
An cxtreme instance o nd i uélhina'
Land was divided into N el

Mr. Goswami's charge is that you are

f that theory may be foy
surface soil and sub-soil.

it should be
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different proprietors for the surface and the sub-soil. The land-
lords were made proprietors of the sub-soil and the cultivators
proprietors of the surface, in order to meet the agitation of
the cultivators. At that concession the cultivators thought
that they had got their point, but the moment the culti-
vators went to cultivate, the landlords objected that the roots
of the plants will penctrate into the sub-soil, the cultivator,
therefore, had to take lease from the owners of the sub-soil. Now
they have abolished all these things. This arose from the
idea that the landlords are the owners of the soil. Now this
jidea is changing. ©Our idea is that the cultivator should have
some rights over the land. The landlord will get the share of the
major crop only. Which is major crop, will be decided in each
individual case, if there is any dispute. These are the points
raised by my Friend, Shri Umaruddin.

My Friend, ShriBorah, raised the point about application of
the Civil Procedure Code. In the present Bill there is no pro-
vision to exccute orders of restoration and eviction, particularly,
about rostoration as pointed out by my Friend, Shri Goswami.
In the rules, provision has been made. Rule 35 of Order 21
of Schedule i of the Civil Procedure Code has been made
applicable. But, this rule is not strictly legal as there is no
provision ir: the main Act. There was no machinery through
which eviction and resioration are to be made. Just to make
this rule, legal, this provision is made. As my Friend, Shri Borah,
pointed out that Civil Procedure is rather a complicated proce-
dure. Sections 90, 91, etc., will apply ; therefore, it has been
provided by the Select .Comm‘ittee to eliminate the complicated
portion. All the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code will not
apply. QOn this point, Shri Goswami is very strong that the
Civil Procedure should remain.

Mr. SPEAKER . He objected to the modification.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister):- He spoke
about many things, Sir, ultimately he supported what is in
the Bill.

Now. another point raised by Shri Borah is whether a contract
between an Adhiar and a landlord for payment of shares cont-
rary to the provision of the Bill will be valid. It will not be
valid. Our Bill merely modifics or amends Section 6 of the
main Act. Section 6 begins—“Notwithstanding anything to
the contrary contained in any law for the time being in force
or any coniract or agreement, express or implied........"”’,

So, even if there be a contract to the contrary, the Adhiar
will pay share of the crops according to the provisions of the
Act.
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Regarding the provision about appeal to Sub-Judge which has
been objected to by Sri Borah, I want to say that this provision
of appeal should be there. It was there in the main Act also.
The appeal to the Sub-Judge will be final. We cannot make
Munsifs the final authority. There may be Revenue Officers
who may be above the rank of Munsifs. A Munsif hearing
appeals from the orders of a Deputy Commissioner is not desi-
rable and in such cases the Munsif may not be able to do full
justice. A Sub-Judge is generally an experienced man and
this is why it has been provided that 2 Sub-Judge will hear the
appeal in such cases. There may be expensive or inexpensive
lawyers, the Bill cannot prevent thejr engagement {laughter.) So,
it is proper-that an experienced man ljke the Sub-Judge should

be made the final authority. These are the points raised by
my I'riends.

Mr. SPEAKE
Protection and Re
by the Select Co

R: ' The question is that the Assam Adhiars
gulation (Amendment) Bill, 1955, as reported
Mmmittee, be taken into consideration.

(The Motion was adopted).

The Assam Mizo District (Acquisition of Chiefs’ Rights)
Amendment) Bill, 1955

Sepaﬁilrt,.l ngSHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Mr.

I beg to introduce th i istri
ot ; e Assam Mizo District
(Acqu1s_1t10n of Gh%efs: Rights) (Amendment), Bill, 1955,
'S was published on (he 51 April, 1955.

Mr. SPE : . ;
Mizo Dristrict %(E;;isit’rrhe Motion moved is that the Assam

1955 be introducey 1on of Chiefs’ Rights) (Amendment) Bill,

: (The Bill was ;
Shri BIS ntroduced).

Speaker, Sir IinEERlAM MEDHT (Chief Minister) « Mr.

A uisi,tion (;f Ch'gf‘ ouove ithat © {lie” Assam Mizo District
.( e :q - HEISE R ights) (Amendment) Bill, 1955, be taken
into consi c'erat_11(in?, ; 5 )
defec,%;ri,nt};lllSeBlhe{:dli?g%(}uc?d- only to remove certain technical
now proposed to substitute th
tion declaring the vesting in o e
interests in his Ram. s ai

».Sil", some  sort of misinterpretation was made in the Mizo
District regarding the interegts of a Chief in his Ram. The

]
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information was brought to my notice by the Chief Executive
Officer Shri Saprawnga and Shri Lalmawia. This amending
Bill has been introduced, so that there may not be any mislead-
ing propaganda carried on in the district.

I hope the hon. Members will accept my Motion. :

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion is that the Assam Mizo
District (Acquisition of Chiefs Rights) (Amendment) Bill, 1955,
be taken into consideration.

(After a pause)

The question is that the Assam Mizo District (Acquisition of
Chiefs Rights) (Amendment) Bill, 1955, be taken into considera-
tion.

(The Motion was adopted.)

The Assam Taxation (on goods carried by Roads or
Inland water-ways) (Amendment) Bill; 1955.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received a message, dated Raj
Bhaban, Shillong the 9th February 1955 from the Governor
The Message reads:—

“I recommend under Article 207 (1) of the Constitu-

- tion of India that the Assam Taxation (on goods carried by

Roads or Inland Water-ways) (Amendment) Bill, 1955, be in-
troduced and moved in the Assam Legislative Assembly.”’

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : 1 beg to introduce
the Assam Taxation (on goods carried by Roads or Inlan
Water-ways) (Amendment) Bill, 1955.

Mr. SPEAKER : The motion is that the Assam Taxa-
tion (on goods carried by Roads or Inland Water-ways)
(Amendment) Bill, 1955, be introduced.

(The Bill was introduced.)

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Taxation (on Goods
carried by Roads or Inland Water-ways) (Amendment) Bill,
1955, be taker} into consideration.

Sir, this is a short, simple and an important measure.
By this amending Bill we want to increase the rate of tax from
1 pice to one anna. Sir, it is clearly a revenue measure inten-
ded for the purpose of increasing  our resources. - Hon.
Members are fully aware of the fact that the Budget that I
presented in the March Session of the Assembly disclosed a
revenue deﬁ_cit to the tune of 2 crores and 42 lakhs. Sir, at
that time, 1t was not possible for me to bring in any measure
or find out any means to cover this deficit, and, " therefore,
I had to leave the entire deficit of over 2 crores and 42 lakhs
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uncovered. In the meantime, it is also not unknown to the
hon. Members that we have been very seriously advised to
tap all possible sources of revenue to find out resources that
may be necessary to contribute our share in the second Five
Year Plan. Sir, our State is a backward one and an undeve-

loped State and that being so, a large amount of money will
be necessary to develop it.

Sir, our demand before the Planning Commission for the
next Five Year Pl

i) Flanis therefore going to be a very large one,
and also it is quite possible that we will be asked to contri-
bute our share, which will be proportionately a large one for
the next Five Year Plan. Sir, I have already stated that the
current deficit 1S over 2 crores and 42 lakhs in the current
Budget, and during the pnext Iive Year Plan period it has
been estllrl.a}ted that our total deficit will not be less than 12
t]::.lrores, l\c&r 1t may be more, Sir, it is also not unknown to the

<ALy embers of this House that we have taken a very

big amount as ] the Government of India for the

lithlerlxllentatlon of the First Five Vear Plan. ~This = atoonl
S 1o the tune of severa] crores,

C and it is also quite possible, for
igemci(ﬁze;n&:cirﬁ of India to call upon the S?ate Government
demand s tghenmg In the repayment of the loans. _ Sir, our
and that bein Snexthl« tve Year Plan may be a very big amount
upon to Contligibgf the State Government may also be called
same time we havz ? Proportionately big amount and at the
ment of the big loan “we pver the deficit and make repay-
this big amount of Wealave taken. Now how to find out
the Government Im?l“eY ?  Sir, this has been a headache to
find out possiple wa; ave myself been taxing my brain to
self at wit’s enq to ES 3“(1 means, and some times, Ifind my-
It may come to mOren -hsuch a big amount for this purpose.
like that. Therefore é an 30 crores of rupees or something
nomists and alsg by’ : Ir, I have been advised by some eco-
that we should brin iom%,‘)f my wise and expe_rlenced fr§er}ds
Act, and thereby togin 0 this measure of amending the existing

he economist €T€ase our resources to a certain extent.
S, after a careful consideration of this mea-

sure, have advised me that this i i
this increas '
heavy burden on the tea industry. AL Wit 8% P da

Sir, it is felt that in view of e

: ” : the past and prevailing tea mar-
kets it will not be very difficuly on the part of the tea indus-
try to bear this burden.

.
T
:
b
X
-
1
§
|
1
|



1955] THE ASSAM TAXATION (ON GOODS CARRIED BY 1297
ROADS OR INLAND WATER-WAYS) (AMEND-
MENT) BILL, 1955

Sir; when this tea industry was started in our country
hon. Members arc fully aware of the fact that the people
of Assam and the Government of Assam had to render a
good deal of assistance to the industry in various ways—either
by allowing concessions or by other means. The tea industry
is now in a prosperous condition and the people of Assam
need a very large amount of money for development of the
State. I feel, Sir, that when the tea industry isina very
prosperous conditicn at this time and when the people of
Assam do need a great amount of money for reconstruction
and development works, the tea industry will certainly come
forward to render some amount of assistance. I have no
doubt in my mind, that the tea industry will not fail
us and will come to our assistance at this time of need,
at this time when reconstruction and development of our
State is being undertaken by this Government. I honestly feel
that our tea industry will rise equal to the occasion and
will not be found lacking in good-will and sympathy towards
the people of Assam. I have reasons to believe that the
tea industry will readily co-operate with the people of Assam
by undertaking a small burden, out of their profits, in a
spirit’ of self-sacrifice... ........

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORAHM: May I know what
amount now comes from this measure?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): I have got figures
from the Tax Department and I will give the information. From
the beginning of June to the end of December, an amount of
55 lakhs has been collected on account of this tax—from tea and
jute, at therate of onc pice per pound of tea and 8 annas per
maund of jute. Itom this tax during the last 7 months we
have been able to collect a sum of Rs.55 lakhs and though we
have not separate accounts for them, it will be safe to
presume that from the tea industry about 45 lakhs and
from jute about 10 lakhs have been collected. Now, Sir,
though in 7 months 55 lakhs have been collected, it does not
necessarily follow that the proportionate amount will be
collected in the remaining 5 months, because these remain-
ing 5 months are the lean period of the year and therefore
we cannot expect that proportionate amount will be collected
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in the remaining 5 months. At any rate, in my opinion and
as advised by the Tax Department, the total amount for
the whole year may come upto Rs.75 lakhs at the most and
under the existing rate from tea and jute together.
Therefore, Sir, if the bhon. Members of the House be
pleased to pass this measure into an Act, I may expect to
cover the - deficit, if not fully, at least to a great extent and
for, that reasor I ‘have come forward before the House
with this measure of taxation.
Sir,. ouly one word about the case that was lodged
by certain owners of teq industry against this Act. Hon.
Members are aware of the fact that the wvalidity of this
Act was challenged in (he High Court by some tea estate
DWBersiand, afteria prolonged hearing, the special full bench

of the High Court haye decided in favour of the Act and
declared it to pe valid.

bef: With these observations, Sir, I place my Amending Bill
cor&:hc House for acceptance.
Taxatioﬁ S_PEAé{ ER . ThC‘ Motion moved is that the Assam
ways) (A (on Goods carried by Roads or Inland Water-
Vi mendment) Bill, 1955 be taken into consideration,
aulavi AMMAD UMARUDDIN : Mr. Speaker,
nity of congratulating the Government
Or  having come forwardy with %his Bill gwith an intention
: in the case of tea from one pice
» It would not be out of place if I recall
his Bill was first placed before
A taxI ﬁxedf for jute was qUit‘z
: -nat for tea, ut forward an argumen
that aJ] taxations sheoylq be guidedlz)n one principle,gthat is
should be ad'Er- eny of .ta.xation. on a particular commod.ity
- . GQlUusted to g capacity to bear it. The tea in-
then the rate agrn;;’re Prosperous Condition. than jute, but
portion to that ﬁx on JlltC_ was fixed quite out of pro-
Government T xed for tea. Now T am glad that
was then 00n1(1:1§tt Sgen feason to correct the inequity that
to refer to cerg e this counection, Sir, I would like
Deputy Minister o 1 O 2S6TVations of my Friend, Shri Das,
puty 1nlstz} it"cl;r Revenue,. hWhen I put forward the eco-
+ the measure he argued tha i in
the concurrent Jjg¢ and that it refer?‘ed to Ea;rigg; zA gt ‘:’Naésigit
and thg:refore the economic ‘question was irre’levaﬁt. His
contention was that we are concerned with the amount. of

taxation by pounds and maunds on tea and jute respectively

Sir
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and not with the profit earned by each of them. He
practically carried his arguments by giving the instances of
transport and stcamer freight, passengers fares and something
like that which have no application here. According to him,
Mr. Bhattacharyya on this side of the House and Mr.
Terang on the other side could go by train in the same class
by paying the same fare. But that is wrong—in taxation
we should go Dby the economic position of the two
commoditics. And now, Sir, the difference has been
restored by fixing one anna for every pound of tea which
1s consistent with 8 annas per maund of jute, But still the
.economic position of tea is far better than that of ute. Tea
is always a prosperous industry though as most of us know
that for some time it was passing through a period of
depression. There is depression no doubt, but it is also followed
by prosperity again. In the case of jute it is facing a period
of depression though last year the market was a little better.
This year there is already a depression again. So, Sir, I
suggest that it would be better to bring this taxation measure
within the category of the Finance Bill so that we may
revise the rate of taxation from year to year according to
the prevailing conditions as market conditions are subject to
change. In the case of jute the position is still vulnerable
because it is facing a crisis and the period of prosperity
or boom does not last long. So, Sir, it is to be considered
whether this taxation measure can be placed on the category
of a Tinance Bill so that we may revise the rate of taxation
according to the circumstances prevailing.

I am glad that Government have brought this Bill
and I support the Bill.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, we congratulate the Finance Minister and
the Government for bringing forward this Amending Bill. As
a matter of fact, Mr. Goswami and my humble self had the
honour and privilege of sitting in the Select Committee when
the original Bill was in the process of consideration and we at
that time submitted that the rate ought to be one anna and not
one pice and we said that we would have been happy if the rate
was two annas. At that time we were supposed to be too
drastic and too radical. We are, therefore, glad that though a
few m(_)nths have elapsed in the meantime, Government have
appreciated our stand and we give our full support to the

proposed measure.  We, however, want to place a few sugges-
tions even at this stage.
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The Finance Minister has stated that our stand, that iS_tO >
say, the validity of the Act, has been upheld by a Special f
Bench of the Assam High Court. That is true ; but we should =
remember that an appeal against that order is pending in the =
Supreme Court and nobody can foresece what will be the ver-
dict. Now, if we visualise certain specific measures purely on
the basis of this possible income and if the verdict of the
Supreme Court be neot in our favour, all our plans may go
topsy turvy ancl these specific projects may have to be aban-
doned and a plea may have to be brought by Governpment on
this score. Fer cXample, we heard that the improvement 1n
the pay structure of the low-paid employces was dependent
on the augmentation of income from this source. If that is the
position and if we loge this source, then these employees may
be put to a very precarious condition. Our suggestion, there-
fore, is that no specific schemes of improvement should be
earmarked as dependent on this source, the income from which
should be brought to the general revenue.

Mr. SPEAKER : Government have not said so. Why
do you presume that? They will have to foot the bill any way.

’e.;.hrih GAURISANI_{AR BHATTACHARYYA: That is
exactly what our suggestion . We take it that the position is

that we shall have to t . ‘ 2 ;
sure ultimately stands ofyac, bill any way whether this mea

Secondly, Si .
. 5 2 rg therc 18 s .
consideration. The an economic aspect which needs

Year Plan and als F};lnance Minister stated about the first Five
that all the econg ©.about the proposed second Five Year Plan
so far as develo n‘I;nlStS, blg and small, are of the opinion that
Adt ba dependexlzt ;r?tprogrammes are concerned, they should
already begun to hearCH{POFary prosperity measures. We have ]
expressing the opini al}lld porramn’section of the' Press’ if'also
ill not last long. It g, B¢ Drosperity of the tea industry
i fitid lg' If that js S0, then after 2 year or two we
slierEd Aredend g i DA position if our development
schpmes are de.pendent on temporary prosperity measures. So
while I appreciate and urge that this Bil] ; : )
should at the same tim

& §tite ¢l hig sh i:l very necessary, [
- state that this shou
sine-qua-non  of our not be made‘thc

development plan.

Thirdly, Sir, we must also consider some consequential re-
sults In connection with this Bill, For ¢xample, as soon as

|
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the tea owners will find that there has been a greater drain on
their profits they will try to put greater pressure on the labour-
ers. For example, only very recently there was some increase
in the work-load and cutting down of the rates for plucking n
tea gardens as a result of which there was strike and labour
unrest. We should, therefore, take all necessary measures to
see that the proposed Bill does nnt, or cannot, go ultimately
against the tea labourers. Government should see to that also.

Then, Sir, another aspect should be considered from the
point of view of the tea owners. “We should see that as a
result of this measure our tea planters are not put in a more
unfavourable position compared to Duars and other planters
outside Assam. If there be taxation on the Assam planters only
and not on others, the Assam Planters will find themselves in
an unfavourable position compared to those outside Assam.
Se, if we are to take some money out of their profits, we should
try to give them certain additional benefits. We know the
difficulties they have to face in the matter of communication,
mainly due to the precarious condition of the Assam Rail
Link and also because the reverine route through Pakistan is
not always smooth and safe. We should see whether we can
bring about some improvement with regard to the carriage of
Assam tea. There are, of course, certain things over which
our Government have no control, but our Government can
move the Central Government for making proper arrangements
for better carriage of Assam tea. As for example, in recent
times there has been an understanding between the Government
of India and the Government of Pakistan with regard to the
carriage of goods by railway through Pakistan. 'This sort of
co-operation between the two countries should develop more
and more because that will be to the interest of the planters
here in Assam and they will not find themselves in an unfavour-
able position compared to the planters in Duars and other
parts of India.

Now, Sir, with regard to the suggestion given by -my
Friend, Mr. Umaruddin whether we can consider this kind
of measure as a Finance Bill and also with regard to his criti-
cism of the remarks made by the Deputy Finance Minister, I
should only like to say that taking a legalistic stand, the Deputy
Finance Minister was perfectly right, that we cannot bring such
a measure as a Finance Bill within the purview of the present
Constitution of India and, therefore, we have had to make an
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Act, like this. Therefore, if we take a purely legalistic stand,
I think the position taken by the Deputy Finance Minister was
perfectly correct and if that is so, naturally this kind of Bill =
cannot be made a Finance Bill and cannot be made subject to
alteration of the rates every year. At any rate, if there be any
great change in the economic structure  of the country
and if there be either a rise or a fall in the existing
market, either in tea or jute, of course it will always
be desirable to make the necessary amendment. Therefore,
.I thmlg, Mr. Umaruddin’s suggestion will be taken
1nto consideration when there is recessity.  In any view of the
matter, it is to be admitted that this Bill is a good measure and
a progressive measure and therefore with the suggestion that
the money which will be derived by passing of this Bill may be
spent for the benefit of the country and also with the expecta-
21011 that the Gover:_]ment will see that there will not be any
onsequential hardship on the people due to this Bill, we give
our whole-hearted support to this measure.
R?I\}/II BOIRA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
: at have been made by my Friend, Mr."
thﬁafl?ig?;nﬁ;aﬁf_ bfﬂen noted by me. I should like to tell him
S b i hascbté:me to ali_cccpt his obscryatlons. His point
charyya gl en replied by my Friend, Mr. Bhatta-

NOw, Sir, my Friend, Mr., Bhattacharyya, has in his mind
:3;?:)?‘: ?Opﬂ_ll‘gahensmns, although he has gzeh who]_e-heartqd
vings. He f;zlrr;iasure. He has apprchended certain misgi-
Estates will be ti) ﬁt when the pockets of the owners of tea

all upon the | bUC ed on account of this measure, they may

5 * the labour Popula.tlon and may deprive them of some
» 1S a reasonartl;l?gt; gwin to them at present. This of-
the interest of the la Pprehension but, I think, to protect |

€ powerful labour tea : :
never agree to deprive the oL organisations which will

. 2 our of their legitimate earnings.
e . .
¥ oo oy o, e et o U e
e why Mr., atta .
affair with that of the p attacharyya has connected this

{?ent employees and pProposed devc10pm,e . S o e o
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revenue derived from a particular source. The Revenue ex-
pected to be derived from this measure will come to be inclu-
ded in this general revenue of this State meant for general
expenditure. My I'riend, Mr, Bhattacharyya appeals that deve-
lopment measures should not be made to suffer whether this tax
remains or not. Development measures undertaken in  the
country should not be made to depend on this tax, and on this
money, I agree with him fully. But what is in my mind is that
we must find out some money. i hisis a measure for improving
the gencral resources of the State and if, by some clause we
are deprived of this money, this Government cannot think in
the light of stopping the development works be undertaken in the
State. In the long run even # we lose the case in the Supreme
Court, what will happen ? We will lose say Rs.2 crores and
for that no Government can allow the development projects to
be stopped, on this ground. We must get money from other
sources to continue our development activities. i’ herefore, Mr.
Bhattacharyya, should not have any apprehension on that
score also.

I have replied to the main observations made from

the Opposition and move that the Bill be taken into consi-
deration.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Taxa-
tion (on Goods carried by Roads or Inland Water-ways)
(Amendment) Bill, 1955, i e taken into consideration.

(The motion was adopted.)

The Assam Khadi and Village Industries Board
Bill, 1955

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister): Mr. Speaker
Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Khadi and Village Industries
Board Bill, 1955,

This Bill was published in the Official Gazette onithieSnd

June, 1955 and copies have been circulated to the hon., Mem-
bers.

Mr. SP.‘E}AKER: The Motion moved is that the Assam
Khadi and Village Industries Board Bill, - 1955 be introduced.

(The Bill wa- mtroduced.)

Shri ROPNATH BRAHMA (Mimnister) : Sir,
move that the Assam Khadi and Vill
1255 be taken into consideration.

I beg to
age Industries Board Bill,
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It is known to the hon. Members that with a view to
develop the Khadi and certain other village industries in our
State, a Board was formed, known as the Assam Khadi and Vil-
lage Industries Board by a resolution of this Assembly. This
Board was constituted with the idea of getting financial help
from the All-India Khadi and Village Industries Board but the
All-India Khadi and Village Industries Board is not in a posi-
tion to give us loans until and unless we make our State Board
a statutory ‘one and to make this Board a statutory one, we have
brought forward this Bill in order to get financial help from the
Central Board. s

With these few words, I commend my Motion to the
acceptance of the House.

Mr. SPE{\KER: The Motion moved is that the Assam
Khadi and Village Industries Board Bill, 1955, be taken into
consideration.

g, praulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, - Tise omly to get certain points clarified. As is shown in

fi}::lSChedUIe’ only certain specified industries have been inclu-

Mr. SPEAKER: Y

o ou 0 s : he >
rather limited, mean to say that the schedule is

do you want it to be elastic ?

ads o age Oil Industries, 3. Soap making with nons
anc? IeK(szl&l (:]Le I? addy husking, 5. Palm Gur pIndustr)%, 6. Gur
grade Handquaré’ 7. Leather, 8. Woolen blankets, 9. High
Matoh T eThpaper._ 10. Bee-Keeping, and 11. Cottage
come within the ese, Sir, are the types of Industries that will
established by thi;‘%%ifltles of this Board that is sought to be
cottage or vilia il ut Sir, there are a number of other

E ge industri 4
industry, pottery, marStneS also.  As for instance, bell metal

kin » S .
can also come Mmaking, and other industries whic
1 want to knoyvngvfatth.e Category of cottage industries. Now,
ment to bring in thj B]S oo brinciple that actuated Govern!
cificd in_the Schedule Tegic., Ol these few industrics as spe-
Fite .of the ind '€ leaving out others ? What will be the
e €, wadustiles, leftione, Show can they be devel
and what is the admini o oped,

strative machiner set up for the d
: ) P eve-
Iopment of these other Cottage industries which, as I have a]-

ready said, also come under the category of cottage industries?
If Government actually want to develop our cottage industries

{
1
y

1
|
1
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then why not bring a comprehensive Bill to include all other
important cottage or village industries and place them within
the category or the ambit of Cottage or Village industries u.ndf:r
the management of this Board so that all cottage industries 1n
the State can be developed and co-ordinated?

Again Sir, here we have a Director of Industries and this
Director of Industries will be responsible for the contro! and
management of these few industries only. I want the Hon'ble
Minister to explain why only these few cottage industries have
been included and others equally important left out and how
these other industries will be developed and under what machi-
nery ?

YShri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister): Sir, the list of
industries shown in the Schedule here is the prescribed list as
approved by the All India Khadi and Village Industries Board
and also by the Planning Commission, and my Friend, Mr.
Umaruddin probably knows that we have got a Department
known as Cottage Industries Department and in this Depart-
ment we have an exhaustive list of cottage industries including
the one mentioned by my Friend.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: May I know

whether these will be outside the control of the Director of
Industries ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister): The Director

of Industries is the Secretary of this Board and the Hon’ble
Minister in charge of Industries, the Chairman

Mr. SPEAKE.R: _The question is that the Assam Khadi
and Village Industries Bill of 1955, be taken into consideration.

~ (The Motion was adoptved.)

The Assam State Road Transport (Amendment)
Bill, 1955

Mr. SPEAKER : T have received a message dated Raj

Bhavan, S}lillong the 17th June, 1955 from the Governor of
Assam which reads as follows:

““I recommend under Article 207(3) of the Constitution of
India that the Assam State Road 'I'ransl)nort (Amenélrsnlérlllt,l)orﬁills

1955 be ’,caken into consideration by the Assam Legislative
Assembly.” |
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Miinister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam State Road Transport (Amend-
ment) Bill: ;1 1955,

M. SPEAKER -
State Road Transpor[ (

[207TH JuNE

The Motion moved is that the Assam
Amendment) Bill, 1955, be introduced,
(The Bill was introduced.)

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : M. Speaker
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam  State Road Transport
(Amendment) Bill, 1955, be taken into consideration,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I find this Ainending Bill is brought forward to provide for
! compénsation which will have fo be paid
on account of cancellation of certain permits  under section 7,
Sir, section 7 of the Principal Act rcads—*“Upon the publica-
ton of the scheme under section 5 and for so long as it remains
in force the cons nafter stated shall, with effect
from the date of com; of this scheme, have effectin
“—I1 refer to sub-clause (d) Sir,
flicer or authority
manner prescribed,
Cct that any permit or class of permit
: shall not be cffective beyond such date
lec‘fil Ol"dl‘e]duced and curtail the number of vehi-
. : coea. By dny. Permit or alter the condition
?Jiétrﬁ}ilf g‘mfr?t?gy ]lll?ell'll?lt or atta?hv any new condfiti(‘nl to any
-939 (IV of 1039 Sl C«ha.pt.cr IV of the Motor Vehicles Act,

: e R T very clear. In the original Act
i  Compensation from CONSEUENCes aris-
R e A under section 7> sub-section (d). Now, Sir,

as may be spe
cles or routes

be paid. In s Method about how much compensation should

o clause 7(a), Sir, where
t of compensation can be fixed b

1ed in the Second Schedule it
accor ith such agreement. Here, Sir,
€re some meth

i do not think, Sir, this
\ Clive: because: we “fn e 3t id
down  that—Wieo. d here it is lai

In  exercise of the powers cunferred
by clause (d) of Sub-section (1) of Sectio

- _ N 7 any existing
permit 18 cancelled of the terms thereof are modified
SO as tu prevent _the  holder of the permit from using
any vehicle authorised to pe used thercunder for the full
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period for which the permit would otherwise have been
eflective, the amount of compensation payable to the holder
of the permit on account of such cancellation or modification
shall be a sum which, if the unexpired period of the permit:
(a)exceeds 4 months, is equal to a sum of Rs.1,000 ;
(0) exceeds 12 months but does n.t exceed 24 months,
is equal to the sum of Rs.700 ;
(¢) exceeds 6 months but does not exceed 12 months, is
equal to a sum of Rs.490 ;
(d) does not exceed 6 months, is equal to a sum of
Rs.200.

Sir, the point is that I think that the compensation comes
out only to about Rs.40 or 50 per month. Ifa certain vehi-
cle which has been allowed to ply on a certain route for a
certain period is withdrawn and for which compensation is
sought to be paid, I feel that the compensation fixed by way
of compromise is very very poor ; it will not have any atiraction
to the permit holder to take advantage of this method—TI mean
the meagre sum of Rs.40 or 50 a month. So, Sir,.am I to
understand that the Government wants us to believe that a permit
holder of say, a State carriage or public carrier vehicle earns
only Rs.40 or 50 a month on the average where he has invested
at least 10 or 20 or 25 thousands of rupees ?

After all there are certain routes where plying of vehicles
involves investment of such a huge sum of money that is not at all
a profitable proposition. I, therefore, feel that no vehicle owner
will feel inclined to take advantage of this particular method of
compensation in view of the fact that the limit 6f compensation
offered under the Bill is very inadequate and unattractive.

‘There is also a provision for appointment of an arbitrator
for assessment of compensation. I do not know whether if there
is any provision for nieetimgb the position when the aggrieved
party is not agreeable to the'decision of an arbitrator, T do not
know what provision is made in this regard in the Arbitration
Act of 1940 as T do not have this Act before me. Ido
not know whether he will be bound to accept the decision of the
arbitrator appointed by Government, and jif this is so
whether this  principle is followed in other cases of
compensation. Is  this principle also «followed in cases
of compensation in respect of moveable and immovable
properties ? In my opinion, in such a case there should
be a provision for right of appeal or for setting up a
machinery for disposal of such dispute. . Otherwise it will,
indeed, be very hard if we shut out all avenues of appeal
in case of any disagreement regarding the decision of an



1308 THE ASSAM STATE ROAD TRANSPORT (AMEND- [20TH JUNE
MLENT) BILL, 1955

arbitrator in the matter of determination of compensation.

Now, Sir, in sub-clause (2) I find, ‘“ Where in exercise
of the powers conferred by clause (d) of sub-section (1) of
Section 7 any existing permit is cancelled or the terms
thereof are modified so as to prevent the holder of the permit
from using any vehicle authorised to be used thereunder for the
full period for which the permit would otherwise have been
effective, the amount of compensation payable to the holder
of the permit on account of such cancellation or modification
shall llae a sum, if any, which is equal to the average net
annual profit in relation to the vehicle multiplied by the
unexpired period of the permit:

Provided that in no case, the amount of compensation

shall be a sum ' : :
8 which s less ; _ ; t
annual profit.” 1s less than the said average ne

meaﬂn SPEAKER : it is very esay to understand what it

Ma 1 :
is givenulz:;’(: MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Now, Sir, nothing
h Bed Schedaslto how net profit will be determined. Sir, here
here the lay. W€ certain principle has been laid down. But
the meanin > 28C 18 such that I have not been able to follow

“Tl?éng. €re it is stated :
authorised ?g’%"agﬂ net annual profit in relation to a vehicle
route shall |, € used under a permit in respect of a notified
1. The € calculated as follows—
vearsian durinamﬁunt of profits made during a period of two
renewal er%of ¢ period for which the permit (including any
ascertained apq t)h was effective, whichever is less, shall be
Period shal] 41 ¢ amount of losses sustained during the same
2. I thew P¢ ascertained. -
re .
does not  exceq dilife 10 profits or if the amount of the profits
profit shajj e taken tgmbgu;}‘lc of lo§3es, the average net annual
il.

a

» the exccssmount of the profits exceeds the amount of the
i tfle nSha.ll be the net profits.

one year shal] he :;Cproﬁ.t s 5o found, the amount of profits for

such profit sha]j be ertained by mathematical calculation and

ta
’ s ken to be the average net annual profit,”

calculation sought tHOt been able to follow the method of

of calculati O beincorporated here. Sir, in tl tter
Jiffarerit ‘yéglrls Of, loss and profit, different I,):(:pkl:e r?bailow
the business p:eol).le.’ t}? Overfl ment follow the financial yea,
some people who fojlloweszf;ggs ar year, and again, there arc

In the matter of calculation
of loss and profit, the usual practice is to put on one side

- s

X i

p AR P FL IR o Ls #). P8 s 24T

\
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the receipts and on the other side the expenditure. Then
after deducting one from the other generally the loss or the
profit, as the case may be, is worked out. But here—‘the
amount of profits made during a period of two years
or during the period for which the permit was
effective, whichever is less, shall be ascertained and the amount
of losses sustained during the same period shall be ascertained.’’
How can there be once loss and once profit in the same
breadth ? It is not clear what is meant by losses here.

Mr. SPEAKER : Loss here means expenditure.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Let me refer to
the procedure followed by the State Transport in making their
profit and loss account. In page 345 of the Audit Report, a clear
indication has been given as to how the profit and loss is to be
worked out. Here on the one side we find expenditure on
general staff, technical staff, labour, contingency and so on and
so forth, and on the other side are given the passenger earnings,
luggage, parcel, etc., etc. It is something quite intelligible. But
in the Bill one wonders as to how to work out the loss and pro-
fits. But here I do not understand when it is stated that losses
should be ascertained and then the profit should be ascertained
and it is after deducting profit from the loss the net profit
should be ascertained. 1 cannot follow this, Sir. If the
earnings are more than the expenditures then there is
the profit, and if the earnings are less than the expenditures
then there is loss. Thisis common sense. Now, Sir, there
must be a machinery set up to assess the annual net profit
and certain data must be taken into consideration in this respect.
Here the procedure is absolutely obscure and unintelligible to
me at least. All these things must be done according to the
ordinary commercial method and no such hard and fast proce-
dure should be laid down.

Mr. SPEAKER: Government allows 25 per cent as depre-
ciation.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: It is too high
Sir. Of course, sometimes the depreciation may be more and
sometimes less. It all depends how the vehicle is used—how it
is maintained. It depends on the pressure and strain
it is put to. Omne cannot say that it cannot be allowed
10 per cent in case of one vehicle and 15 per cent in
another. Government should not adopt a hard and fast rule in
disregard of the commercial practice in such cases, So. if the
authorities appointed proved to assess the net profit or net loss
without taking into account all these things and only follow the
Government procedure without taking the common business
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methods into account, the owners of the vehicles will get
nothing.

Now, Section TC—Sub-clause (@) says—“In respect
of vehicle, the value will be the cost as at the date of trans-
fer, of replacing the wvehicle by a new vehicle of a similar
type, less depreciation at the rate of 25 per cent per annum
on the declining values fiom the date of first registration
with a margin of RS.-_'SOU either way as an allowance for the
condition of- the vehicle.” Now, this will give some vehicle
owncrs a very negligible value. Supposing there is a vehicle
of 1948 model and that vehicle is run by the owner since 1948
till 1955 and he has kept it in an excellent condition and the
vehicle gives good Service on the date of transfer, in such a
(_:alS(.: we should: take. into account the present market value,
J::la-{lmgtlrf?tg a(icounlt the condition of the vehicle. Now, if you

St ue) DEL.Cent per - annum on  the declining values from
the date of first registration of this hicl i . will oot
no valuc at a]], - Tig 3 “ls venicle, . the owner will g

s 18 dangerous, Sir, and most unfair too.
gntcy tC})_lfllc owyer. This may be possible

; o 1t vehicles only which ply on a monopoly
SC}‘TZfeTan}:irE;Z ;},&f&ﬁ%ﬁtmon: the profit is guaranteed and the
percentage for deppe s the‘ rates and so they may fix a higher

] Preciation to meet the cost of replacement.
owners. It may beCE?e applicable in the case of private vehicle
vehicle owner can Fes )P2(‘151 CC?E or 10 per cent. No’pr:vat.e
you take 25 per ceng z{s d Per cent as depreciation. Then if
ment vehicles | s¢i]] Sol €preciation then any of the Govern-
g0 to the Scrap heg £ Ia fairly high price,  should agtuall_y
entirely wrong, 3n4 3 t should have no value. The idea i
Prln(i\igle behind . 1€re 1s lack of understanding  of the

r. SPEA : :

Maulay; L?&III{AM}\N/;}IM 1s your definite suggestions ?
be more than 19 g TAD UMARUDDIN : It should not
VethIC.ShOUId depe °ent, Sir.  Then the assessment of the
an cngineer. Here p h the actual condition of the vchicle by

: ard and fast rule should apply. Itall

ity at the time of taki
KIng over and not onl
been ysed. Sir, 2 vl

There should be Board of this clause is defective.
ment with owners’ repres Assessors appointed by the Govern-

e €ntatives in it. They wil] :

1 1 i i carefully exa-
mine th(,lcondltlonr of tht? vehicle and determine the ¥)rice.
During the war many vehijcles were requisitioned by the Govern-

ment. The Government appointed assessors and there were
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motor experts among them who examined the vehicles and
assessed the compensation. That is the proper method. Unless
_this is  done, the owners will get nothing. Sir, in my opinion
this Section is most objectionable and I suggest that it be
referred to a Select Committee, for proper scrutiny. I would
request Shri Sarma, the Transport Minister, to refer this to a
Select Committee, because the principles of compensation
proposed are very much complicated and it is rather unintel-
ligible. It will be appreciated very much if the Minister-in-
charge sees his way to refer it to a Select Committee and in
the light of the recommendations of the Select Committee it
will be examined further. With these words, Sir, I conclude
my observation on the Bill.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support
the points raised by Mr. Umaruddin regarding compensation
to be given to the owners of the vehicles who ply on the routes.
Sir, this Bill actually should have come long ago, and in the
meantime mercly on the streneth of a resolution we have
deprived many owners of their livelihood. Although we want
that transport on Naiional High Way to be nationalised, it
should have been done in a legal manner long ago, and this point
also was discussed and held by the Supreme Court that in the
absence of proper legislation, there cannot be any nationalisa-
tion of road transport. Sir, this Bill was brought before this
House several months back, and in the meantime, because of
other rcasons, this compensation clause is sought to be intro-
duced, and here also what is the reason for doing so—that one
should not be deprived of his means of livelihood, without
compensation. But unfortunately, hundreds of people who have
already been deprived of the routes have not been
paid compensation and we have forgotten them, and nothing
could be done for them. Sir, even now the amount of com.
pensation that is suggested by the different means are also
different; and I am afraid, it may lead to discrimination
amongst the different owners which is not envisaged in our
Constitution, and this may be challenged in any court of law.

Sir, so far compensation sought to be given to the owners
by way of agreement is given in Second Schedule —it reads—
“If the unexpired period of the permit ; (@) exceeds 24 months,
is equal to asum of Rs. 1,000 ; (0) exceeds 12 months but
does not exceed 24 months, is equal to the sum of Rs.700....... it

Sir, compensation will be given, although that will be by
way of agreement, and it will be confined itself to Rs. 1,000 and
Rs. 700 and this will not give them even Rs. 50 a month, and
that is actually no compensation, it will be only compensation
in name.
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Sir, on the other hand in the Third Schedule we find no
amount has been given.

Itis said—‘“The amount of profits made during a period
of two years or during the period for which the permit (includ-
ing any renewal thereof) was effective, whichever is less, shall
be ascertained and the amount of losses sustained during the
same period shall also be ascertained.”” and “If the amount
of profits exceeds the amount of the losses, the excess shall
be the net profits®’,

"This is much more than what is stated in the Second Sche-
dule, therefore, it is very likely to offend the principles of funda-

mental rights—that there must not be any discrimination. So,
Sir, I also suggest as Mr. Umaruddin has Just now suggested, that
the Bill had to be revi

il sed and gone into and looked into—
b}fca;l(i:e if really compensation is sought to be given, then it
should be suflicient to cover the loss of their livelihood.

Then, Sir, there js
touch the point
depreciation

_ another thing in Section 7C. I will not
raised by my Friend, Mr. Umaruddin, about

---------

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) :

: : On a point of

nforma e .

i\/h? 80::\?1“:  Sir, it 15 not clear to me whether my Friend,
. ami, 1s 1n principle of the payment of compensation.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI :

ot s Sir, so far as compen-

sation . oo P

tion l;itCO%CErned, W€ are against the principle of compensa-

e 1 4Ny compensation is given at all, it shoyld be
cover the loss of their livelihood.

Shri BISH

a symbolic ca

NURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): It is
leulation,

Shri HARES
certain principles,w o

GOSWAMI: But when you lay down
respected.

then we must see that those principles are

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): There
alternative routes,

: Iam coming to that.
P ‘ » €tC., 1is concerned, it is said—

Upon the cancell ) the State Government shall,
: of _the vehicle so desires within a specified
period, take such vehicles i -

|
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Sir, now the word here is skall, that is if the owner opposes,
the vehicle may be taken. I am personally against this, because
the word should be may and not skell. Why should it be
obligatory to take a vehicle if it is offered ?

Mr. SPEAKER: How do you interpret the word may ?
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: May is not always
shall.

In Section 7C it reads—‘Upon the cancellation of a permit,
the State Government shall, when the owner of the wvehicle so
ACRITET: o ses sann

Shall cannotmean may, so here is an obligation.

When the owner of the vehicle so desires, here the option
is not with the owner, he may take the vehicle to other routes,
but there is no alternative route, and the Government may take
or refuse it, and also if the vehicle is taken by Government,
compensation will be given after deducting 25 per cent as
depreciation. Sir, I know some owners own new vehicles for
running on the routes, very few owners have second class
vehicles also and these vehicles have been running for more
than four years. .

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is:

That the Assam State Road Transport (Amendment) Bill,
1955, be taken into consideration,

(The Motion was put by the Chair as » question before
the House and was adopted).

(After a pause.)

The Bills of which motions for consideration have been
adopted to day, will be taken up for their second and third
readings on the 27th June. Amendments to these Bills, if any,
should reach the Assembly Secretariat by 12 noon on the 24th
June, 1955.

Today there is a solar eclipse and I understand some
rituals will also be performed.

(Voices—=a bR, IS AolIe Fafeca® ster wifee 1)
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A, i

: d
the 21st June, 1955, , on Tuesday,

_ R. N. BARUA
Shillong: Secretary, :

The 18th Febl‘uary, 1955. Legislative ASSCmb]Y, Assam,
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NOTIFICATION

The 14th April 1955

No.LML.191/54/31.—1In exercise of the powers conferred
by Section 296(2)(z) of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923
(Assam Act I of 1923) and with reference to the Notification
No.LML.191/54/17, dated the 6th April 1955, the Governor
of Assam is pleased to make the following amendments in the
Revised Rules for the election of members of Municipal Boards
in Assam, published with Notification No0.656.L.S.-G., dated
the 13th February, 1937 - :
AMENDMENTS

The following provisos shall be added to sub-rule (1) of
Rule 19 :— _

. “Provided that the State Government may at their discre-
tion fix the date of nomination of candidates at any time
but t_he date so fixed shall not be less than ten days before the
el(;ctlon day. Wl}en the State Government take action under
this power any action taken by the Board in this behalf shail be
null and void and the Board shall also be debarred from taking

ate Government exercise this power.
I overnment fix such a date, the candidates for
election shall subir

N1t their nomination papers to the Magistrate
on or before the date fixed by the State Government.

5 thl;;g\;ﬁz;l ;Eéthe.r that notwithstanding anything contained
in connection withvmlihout Bieagice to the action already talel
oy ol the election, the State Government, when
ay alter the dat ProPose to take action under the first prouss
én y S da e of e €Ction already fixed under rule 2 to an
atﬁ ?3 ucf1 ate Government deem proper but the date altered
shall be s as to enable Completion of the election before the

; year fro ; _
General Election. m the date of completion of the lagt

) hPrO\rfﬁgg f‘l—:flgher that notwithstanding anything contained
int esehe 2 ren' act'on is taken by the State Government
under t Proviso th?y shall draw up a programme fixing

the datcs.gat thelrd_discretlon_ relating to matters under rules
19(3) to 2 (ACCorang to. which acticn under those rule shall
be taken. The State G

Overnment shall publish this programme

/@‘//,7%0’
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aloﬂg with the dates fixed for nomination of candidates and
€lection in the official Gazette and shall also have the same
Published in the notice boards of the offices of the Municipal

oard and also of the Deputy Commissioner or the Subdivisio-
nal Officer, as the case may be, not less than two days before
the date fixed for nomination of candidates. The Chairman
Of the Board, the candidates, the Magistrate and other authori-
ties shall act according to that programme. No separate notice
under rule 19(3) or any other rule in connection with the elec-

ion programme either by the Chairman or the Board or the
Magistrate shall be necessary when the programme as aforesaid
1S drawn up and published by the State Government’’.

A. M. DAM,

Secretary to the Government of Assam,

L. 8.-G. Deptt.

A. G. P.(L.A.) No.276/55— 126—21-2-1956.



TR e,




. S DD o=

&

10.
d1.
12.
1s5:

14.
15.

16,

17.

18.

AGENTS IN INDIA

Messrs. Thacker Spink & Co., Calcutta,

Messrs. W. Newman & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta.

Moessrs. R. Cambray & Co., 6 and 8/2, Hastings
Street, Calcutta. -

Messrs. D. B. Taraporevala Sons and Co., 103,
Meadow Street, Fort, Post Box No.187,
Bombay.

The Indian School Supply Depot, 309, Bow.
Bazar Street, Calcutia. y

The City Book Company, Post Box No.283,
Madras.

The Director, The Book Company, Limited,
Book Sellers and Stationers, 4/4A, College
Square, Calcutta. 3

The Manager, The Imperial Publishing Co.,
99, Ry. Road, Lahore.

Messrs,. Chapala Book Stall, Shillong.

Messrs. Sirbhumi Publishing Co., Calcutta,

The Proprictor, ‘Graduates Union,” Gauhati.

Mr. Banwarilal Jain (Book Seller), 1719/2002

o Mati %atra,BAgLa élndia). ‘ g
essrs. Low Book Society, 65/3, :

ThRoad, Calc%ua. / e
¢ Director, Benares Corporation, Universi

MRoad.LP.O.BLanka. B g 1 L)
essrs. Law Book Society, 4A, :

= Square, Calcuttal.vI % Weliosn
essrs. Bodh Raj Marwah, Booksellers, Sho
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, De i B

= Bagh. New Delhi. / ARG ]

he Oxford Book and Stationery C cindi

House, New Delhi/17, Park Streeytr, CZ.I.CS&;I]-({?
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