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-PrOC(:cdings of the Third Session of the Assam Legislative
Assemubly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of Indija

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at
10 A.n. on Monday, the 24th February, 1958,

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A., LL.5,. Speaker, in the Chair,
the eight Miwmsters, the (wo Deputy Ministers and SIXty=31X
Members.

Complaint about the arrangement of lights

inside the
House.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Members of the House will please
.;l_\,\,nji_t ithe (j()\'(‘;‘[l(ll- 5 ;.lrpl\ull m a lew llllillltCS‘——th GOVCI‘IIOI‘
rwill arrive at 10-10 a.m.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY |Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir, may 1 point out that the light
just in front of us puts us in an thcoitvenient position to look at
“the faces of the Members on the other side, This light s very
disturbing for us and so the arrangement does not seem to be
happy.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA
Sir. we are also feeling the same
jusi in the front ol us.
‘ Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, I find that the Inconvenience for
this light arrangement is mutual and I will see that the Mem-
bers can scc cach other’s face properly. I do not know what
better arrangement can be done, However, 1 wif look into
| this.
| Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AMMED (Bilasipara): Sir,
'~ that light reflects in such a way that we ¢

A (Minister, Medical):
Inconvenience for the light

i an see the backs of
the Members but not their faces.

| Mr. SPEAKER: T will now take leave of the House to go
out to escort the Governor,

(The Governor was escorted to the Assembly Chamber).
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Address by the Governor
The Governor (Shri Saiyid Fazl Ali
MR. SpPEAKER AND HONOURABLE MEMBERS,

I am very happy to be able to '.\'('.Iculn(:. vou to this
gession of the House within a short interval which has clapsed
since I addressed the House last on the 8th June, 1957.
You will be discussing the budgetary proposals of Govern-
ment and other business into the details of which [ need
not go at this stage. A Vote on account for one month.
namely, April has however become necessary because there
was delay in the receipt of approval (o the annual plan
ceiling from the Planning Commission. As a consequence
to prepare the budget so as to enable Hon’ble Members
fully to discuss the Budget and yet convey decisions within this
financial year was not possible. ‘

2. We are assembling here today under the shadow of
what is indeed a very grave national loss. Our Nation is
grateful to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad for his lifelong
patriotism, high-mindedness, erudition and his sagacious
leadcrship. The void created in the administrative, political
and cultural life of the country by his death cannot be casily
ﬁll@q. And while bowing our heads in sorrow to mourn his
passing away, we ought (o treasurc and cherish the ideals
for which he stood and endeavoured to live up to them.

The House will also share with me the regret and sorrow
Caused by the passing away ol Shri Harison Momin on 923rd
January, 1958, a Member from the Garo Hills. Let us pray

fowsthe ‘peace of his soul and convey our condolence to the
bereaved family

L 3. The period I am reviewing has not been casy. We
Ve Passed through difficult times with anxiety and concern
but there

all have also bheen hopeful developments. As you arc
difﬁaware, tl}e country has been gomg through a perlod.of
of Cﬁ"lt?’ Whl_Ch may be charfu.;terlsed as threefold. First
Secin dihe_re 1s a shortfall of visible resources to finance the
‘forei % Flve-Year Plan and SCCOl’ldly an acute shortage of
Capitil “xchange needed mostly for the import of food and
inflati 80ods from abroad. Lastly, there has been some
food Ay Pressure reflected particularly ip j :

1 tdonse S situation has highlighted the difficaltios whioh
an underdeveloped economy has to face in the shape of cur-
rent shortages and sacrifices when it embarks on a plan of
( evelopment and industria@isatlon mvolving long term capital
Ivestment, JInstead of being a damper on our Spirit and ae.
tivities these difficulties should be a spur.  The country gen.

erally has ghaken off any sense ol complacency which mighy
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have been generated after the success of the First Plan and
responded  bravely to overcome whatever difficulties may
face us in the fulfilment of the Second Five-Year Plan. A magni-
ficient effort has been made to mobilise internal resources and
reduce our reliance on foreign exchange imports. The stringent
fiscal and other measures adopted have halted the rise in prices,
Many friendly countries have come forward with noble and
generous offers to help us so l’in' as foreign payments are
concerned. Although we are far from solving all the difficulties,
the stability of the economy and credit at home and abroad
have been preserved. It seems that the corner has been
turned and we can look forward to the future with confi-
dence and hope. :

The repercussions of the All-India econom
been felt fully in Assam. The food position
be difficult but did not become critical :
the producer continued to flow although at mcreased prices at
times. The assistance given b_y the Government of India
by way of supplying foodgrains enabled the State G
ment to run fair price shops l(_)r rice and generally to maintain
the availability of food supplies at 1‘e]qtively steady level of
prices throughout the year. Supplies of other essential com-
modities were mainiained more or less at satisfactory levels
depending upon the availability ol transport.

4. The reported decision of the Government
to locate the refinery for processing Assam’s oil outsjde Assam
created great dissatisfaction throughout the State and there-
fore the decision of the Central Govel:nment announced. 2
short while ago, to locate the _ﬁrst Oil Refinery in Assam,
has given all-round satisfaction in the State and should be
particularly gratifying to this Assembly which Passed . a ypuni-
mous Resolution demanding the location of the refinery in
Assam. The signing of the agreement for production and
transport to the r_eﬁnery of  Assam ~oil through a  rupee
Company in which Government will p

! : 2 1 articipate is also
welcome, This will result in increased ga

! : Ctivity in the in-
dustrial sphere in Assam with a healthy Impact on employ-

ment and revenues of the State. The transport needs of
the State are also receiving due attention of the Government
of India as will be seen from the creation of 2 new Railway
Zone with headquarters at Pandu, steps taken for the stabilisa-
tion and improvement of the traffic capacity of the Assam
Rail Link and a decision to start work on the Brahmaputra
Bridge between Pandu and Amingaon. These events bring
nearer realisation the fondly cherished aspirations of everyone

in Assam for the development of the State. We are thankful to
the Union Government for the appreciation of these aspirations,

ic trends have
continued to
as  supplies from

overn-

of India
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5. I need not go into details of the tlf:\(luprm'nts_ in g’hw‘
Naga Hills. As you are aware, the new Central Administration
for the Naga Hills-Tuensang area was ushered in from the st
December 1957, Ever since the Kchima Convention a few
months earlier there had been an essing of the strain on the
forces of law and order and this improvement has been well-
maintained. I hope the Naga brethren will continue to receive
the gOOd-W’iS}lCS and CO-()])(,‘!‘;I[iUI: of the l)l'()l')](' of Assam from
whom they stand at present separated o far as administration
goes.

6. Fortunately, the State was free from disastrous floods and
€rosion as in previous years although crops have been adversely
affected by uneyen rainfall and drought in several arcas. The
Flood Control an Irrigation Department which has completed
over 1,306 miles of dykes and embankments in the State pro-
tecting vast areas has been largely responsible for reducing the
mcidence of floods in the State. 'On the other hand while the
bunds have heen effective in reducing inundation there have
been complaints that the embankments have had an adverse
effect in excluding flood irrigation and consequent deposit of
silt, drying up of fisheries, changing of crop patterns and
ad‘{ersej)., affecting retting of Jute. Government have consider-
ed it desirable tq go into the matter in complete detail and
accordingly, 5 Drainage and Embankment Projects Reviewing
Commlttep has been set up under the chairmanship of Shri B.
In order to achieve complete co-ordination
ankment and Drainage and Agriculturai Pro-
the P. W. D. has been placed under the

el 5 dr((:)?lnglbuted surplus of pad.dy have bcen. bz_tc}hr
1 ming t reducing the possible ‘oyerall availability
harvest priceg Of‘-gaiﬁ?r' ‘There hﬂibeen no reduction in the
may arise, (he pG y and rice. ‘Lo meet the situation that
overnment: of India have already allotted

16,000 tons of i

| ce  for the first-half o ; .
State Governmeny Have alie! shatel | 8t ot the year,  The
in order to hyjlqg

SES S it 5D locaupa buffer stock. T¢ g hoped that with

lly and assistance receiy : y
t%*al Government it will be possible to cgﬂtigrl?énsgggligegf
rice to t.he vulnerable section of the population at reasonahly
cheap PTiCes to avoid distress. The Government of India havye
been making generous allotment of wheat to the mills in Assam

-

&

i
Lt B s it s S
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and also giving a quota to Calcutta Flour Mills for supplying

the finished product ¢ Assam. The prices of wheat products

have considerably come down owing to the Central Goverl}ment

releasing imported wheat from Assam  depots. Thn.': prices of
atta, however, did not come down equally in one Dlstnct_ due
to the fact that inadequate milling capacity there necessitated
milling of wheat in other Districts. In view of the All-India
shortage of rice and very limited prospect of getting imported
rice from abroad the general public can contribute to meeting
the food shortage by changing their food habits a little and cona
suming more wheat and subsidiary foods in place of a certain
proportion of their quota of l‘if?(,‘. Although the incidence of
floods was less than in previous years, to meet the distress in
the rural areas, over Rs.41 lakhs were distributed as gratuitous
relief and nearly Rs. 15} lakhs as Agricultural and Rehabili-
tation loans. Over Rs. 3 lakhs have been  sanctioned for test
relief works also to provide purchasing power in distressed
areas. My Government will continue to take all necessary steps
within their means to avert distress.

8. At the beginning of my address I referred to the
economic difficulties the country has been facing. The main
difficulty has been caused by the relatively small production of
foodgrains. Apart from keeping prices high this has also con.
tributed to the increased difliculty regarding foreign exchange
as the Government of India have had to make le'l'&ll“elller;ats
for heavy imports of food. Inorder to save the Second Five-
Year Plan and f{ulfil the targets as far g3s practicable the
growing of more food therclore assumes the highest priority
The additional food production target for Assam durin th.
Second Tive-Year Plan period has been finally fixeq atg 4.5';
lakh tons. It hasbeen found by the Agriculture Department
that this target is rather on the high side and g reduced tarcet
of 3:78 lakhs or 22 per cent incrcase over the basic productigon
in Assam has been suggested. To achieve even g target of 3-78
lakh tons will require very concentrated effort mainly by the
personnel of the Agriculture, Community Development and
Panchayat Departments.  Apart f{rom :

i ! the loans and credits
distributed by the Co-opecrative Department, these two Depart-

ments of Agriculture and Community Projects have alsg taken
responsibility for the distribution of Rs. 39 lakhs as short-term

loans to cultivators before the end of the cur

- rent financial year
at rather short notice. Apart from the Panchayats and Com-

munity Projects, my Government have felt the need of



6

organising the tillers fieldwise and cducating and entrusting them
with responsibilities for the development of ~agriculture in their
respective fields, and for that purpose my Government hope to
formulate suitable schemes in due course. M, Government are
looking into the organisational :mf! manpower difficulty ‘,,; the
Agriculture Department and taking measures to energise and
bring about the maximum co-ordination between all the .u”,,.(].
Departments. It is hoped that u'uh. the « f,”_(-;-,,“-‘-,,,.f]‘ cfforts ol
all, the targets fixed will be substantially achieved. The efforts
of the official Departments, however, can only go a certain way
and not all the way. It is necessary to enthuse every cultivator
and secure his active co-operation. In this task the ;\I(-nl[;(--rs
of the Assembly, Members of Local Bodies and all public
men and women generally can play a significant role. My
Government have also felt that test relief and sclf-help \\'(‘_Jrk
should from now onward be directed towards productive
activities as far as practicable.

9. T have already referred to the casing of the law and
order situation in the Naga Hills. So far as the plains districts
bordering on the Naga Hills are concerned all precautionary
measures are being maintained. Apart from one regrettable
incident of armed dacoity with murder reported from a  village
near Dhansiri and some reports of illegal extortion of money
no other major act of lawlessness has come to notice. It is
hoped that our Security Forces will be able to hold in check
depredations by those Nagas who are misbehaving. The
general crime position in the State did not show much variation.,
The morale and discipline of the Police force wcre satisfactory,
The Police‘ofﬁcers and men of the State gave an excellent
account of themselves in handling the vast concourse of persons
and the traflic problems caused by the concentration of vehicles
during the last Congress Session. They have received unstint-
ed praise for their efficiency and courtesy from distinguished
national leaders as well as othcr visitors who had the oppor.
tunity to watch the police at their work.

10. Twenty-seven border incidents were commiitied by Pak
nationals during the period from the 8th  June 1957 aq against
46 reported in 1956. On two occasions there were exchanges
of fire. Recently the Pakistan Governn ent started an opera-
:::Jﬁ)l‘.l all along the East Pakistan and Assam  border through
snflir ;‘_egular troops with the avowed object of preventing

88ling. Thi operation has resulted in almost absolute

THE GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS [24TH Fen.,
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cessation of trade including border trade in unilateral violation
of the Indo-Pak Trade Agreecment. There has also been an
increase in raids and trespasses into Indian territory and
kidnapping of Indian mnationals. Strong protests have been
lodged with the East Pakistan Government and the Central
Government have been kept informed of all such cases.

11. My Government has been much concerned with the
strain which the administrative machinery is undergoing in an
effort to cope with the ever-increasing functions of Government
I made a brief mention of the activities of the Oreanisation
and Method Division in this behalf, in my last address. My
Government are counvinced that reforms and re-organisation as
well as considerable strengthening of the adminijstrative
machinery are necessary. It Is proposed to re-organise the
Secretariat Departments to fall into a more rational pattern with
reasonable work-loads in cach Department. 'This is to be
followed up by a searching enquiry into the working of each
Department, improvement ol the structure and organisation
as well as in procedurcs so that ('1131305;11_ ol business is more
prompt and eflicient. One ol _‘hC_ mMOst 1mportant aspects that
has been taken up for examination is the revision of the organi-
sational and procedural aspects relating to sanction of expzndi-
ture in the Finance Department. Tl‘;}]ning of large number of
personnel in the Secretariat ‘Training School is continuing.
Regular training in Stenography and type-writing has been
taken up. For the offices of’ Deputy Commissioners and Subdi-
visional Officers a training sqhem_c has_ been started under the
aegis of the Commissioner of Plains Division which has already
proved its usefuiness and is bcmg continued. In a meetine of the
Deputy Commissioners and  Subdivisional Offjcers \'Vbith ihe
Secretaries and the Heads of Depariments helq in September
1957 almost the entire ground of administration inclu? emtlfe
impact of development activities was covered, T Fipon- lt;]sged o
implement gradually the r_econnnendatlons of that Conp}erence
On the top of other training schemes provision is being made
to establish an Administrative Training School for All-India

Services Oflicers posted to Assam and the State ervices

12. T had touched carlier upon the difficulties that the
Second Five-Year Plan has been facing. We are pow comin
to the end of the Second Year of the Plan and are about to ente%
the third year. The overall question of interng] and foreion
resources and curbing the inflationary tendency, have be%n
engaging the attention of the Planning Commission and the
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National Development Council. The Goverement of India’s

decision regarding the hard core of the Plan consisting of

the iron and steel plants, coal, transport and ancillary power js
that, these will have to be proceeded with on top priority basis.

In view of the difficult food situation there has been a shift of

emphasis to agriculture —-particularly on growing of more food.
Short-fall in the internal resources and the shortage of foreign
exchange is likely to affect adversely some schemes of the State
Plan. For the hrst ycal of the Second Five-Yean [’];“1, the
Planning Commission had fixed a ceiling of ]{g: 1033 crores to
which was added Central sector schemes involving an outlay of
Rs. 143-71 lakhs. So against an overall approved outlay of

Rs. 11-77 crores, cxpenditure in 1956-57 was of the order of

Rs. 1134 crores. The Annual Plan for 1957-58 was fixed at
Rs. 11°1 crores by the Planning Commission out of which a sum
of Rs. 3 crores was to have been raised by the State Govern-
ment as their share of resources. In addition, Central sector
schemes involving an outlay of Rs. 3°1 crores were taken up
during the year 1957-58. Against an overall outlay of Rs. 14-2]
crores, expenditure as recently estimated is expected to be
Rs. 1346 ~ crores. It will be seen that the performance iy
fespect of the financial targets has been quite satisfactory.
15 expected that when the shortage of trained personnel and
essential materials is reduced, the tempo of implementation
will improve. For the Annual Plan for 1958.-.3? detailed discyg-
sions were held between the Planning Commission and Centrg]
inistries and the representatives of the Statc Governmeng.
he ceiling of expenditure fixed now stands at Rs. 10°7 croyes
to which should be added approximatcly Rs.2:64 crores .
eing Central share of expenditure on Qentl*al_]y SPonsore(
schemes. The provision that is being made in the Budget whic,
will be presented before you follows the ceiling of expenditure
indicated by the Planning Commission. The State Govery,.
ment have been asked to raise resources to as much as Rs, 62
crores for financing the Annual Plan for 1958-59,

13, In my remarks in connection with (e
more food, I mentioned about the Community
and National Extension Service programmes.

new blocks were started. Taking into accou
80 far, the

20,000

growing of
Development
During 1957-58,

: nt blocks starte(
total number stands at 62 covering an area of over

square miles and a population of 34 'lakhs. Tn percepy.
?ﬁges, the Coverage would be 41°81 per cent of the totalpargznot{‘
the SS tate and 37-9 per cent of the population. The target for
10 blecond F;ve-Year Plan period stands at 125 blockg loss Btn
9¢ks which would bave fallen in the Nagu Hills. The veap

f ,ort#“ﬂM
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under review has seen normal progress under different heads in
the Community Development programme. ‘T'he emphasis will
be an increased production in the areas covered by the
Community Projects. The Study Team for Community
Project and National Extension Service Blocks headed by
Shri Balwantrai Mehta, a.p., has submitted its report. One
of the central themes in the Report is democratic decentralisa-
tion through Block Panchayats. It is the intention of my

Government to fall in line with that recommendation as far
as possible.

14. The Umitru Hydro-Electric Project  was switched
on the 9th July 1957. The Government have also
acquired the Gauhati Electric Supply undertaking almost
simultaneously with the inauguration of the Umtru Projects
The generation of Umtru  power and the acquisition
of the Gauhati Electric Supply undertaking have greatly
relieved the power shortage in the Gauhati area

and the con-
sumption has increased nearly to double

1 within  the short
period of 5 to 6 months since the Gauhati undertaking was

taken over. Apart from the Umtru Project, 15 new Depart-
mental power stations have been opetied and 3 private under-
takings have been acquired and improved. = In addition,
work is in progress on 4 new stations, besides extensions to
several others. As the future of private electric supply
undertakings does not appear to be very bright, the State
Government will have to step in more and more in the field
of power generation.

15. Along with its efforts to_establish Major Industries and
generation of power it is the intention of ‘my Government
to concentrate its eflorts for the development of small-scale and
cottage industries, Including Weaving and Sericulty
and Village Industries. Assam with Its rural and agricultural
background and fine tradition of weaving and other cottage
industries both in the hills and  plains oflers almost unlimited
potentialities for development in this line. In fact my Govern-
ment’s policy is one of integrated development of large,
stnall and cottage industries as well ag agriculture so that
the fruits of development are enjoyed evenly by the largest
section of the population. In order to give Cottage Industries,
Khadi and Village Industries their due Importance and

expedite development my Government intend to constitute a
full Secretary’s charge of these Departments

re, Khadi
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16. The development schemes in the field .”{1- :\lh”:\;;[llnuthc
Cottage and Small-scale Industries arc largely l”';‘,‘ul\. strides.
Co-cperative movement which has been !Il‘;lklll-'_‘- h‘-':l ? o makn
So far as Rural Credit is concerned it is proposec wedium-
available more than 2 crores of rupees as *Il“l'l'“"'”f'. ”_ “!" the
term and long-term loans by the end of Sccond ‘“” nised
Plan. 'The co-operative credit structure has been 1¢ ._(_H";' rungs
setting up nccessary credit organisations in the (l.lllult.“_ Janded
of the ladder., The Co-operative Movement “‘.I'rm; t|—\li1.l the
among the handloom weavers in the Hills districts ‘llll‘ . Assam
Community Development  areas.  In addition  to T(.”'-‘liAlhlillL’:
Co-operative Training Institute at Joysagar, another tré ;
institute has been opened at Tezpur.

. - -~ concerned 1t has
17. So far as autonomous districts arc conce .

- . . 11 |]|('I'(';l§('(l
been a matter of satisfaction that there has be
understanding and

. - 90 % - l"
as a result better (.“-nln-rulmn is  fortl
coming.

g ’ isory  Council
My Government proposes to sct up an /\(.]\l.s.i}‘lll' yroblems

for the Autonomous Districis to consider ther special |

and to advise Government thercon.

It i1s also the pﬂlicy of my Gr)\-(tl‘llnl(‘.l.]l‘ U])- .1551)::1[]- )t}ii
District Councils to function cffectively and for e et T
consider such amendment of the Sixtl‘x Schedule as ln.m‘y | .)(1
come necessary. I had earlier mc::mnn(:(l_ ztbmu‘] L‘}(. .tullml
tdken by the Pakistan Governtnent in_p -actically .(, f)blli'i;'( UWI;‘
CCONOmIc activities on their border. I'he 5}1(!(1(:11 sl()!)])ttg(: (l)
border markets has caused immense difficultics to oun ]‘)cc‘)pt‘
in the border arcas who have been foced with  the scrious
problem of loss of livelihood duce to stoppage o{ thc-nuu kctln:g;
of their agricultural produce. My .G(’Vcnl‘mcm e ﬁ.luy it
of the situation and are taking action for specdy supply of
essential foodstuffs at subsidised prices through Ihlr-]')rlc:c shops
and have also arranged subsidised transport for carrage ol
produce like pan leaves, oranges, ctc.,
of the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills
where they can be re-transported to other
My Government have also sanctioned agr
relief works as measures of

from the border
to Gauhati from
marketing centres.
icultural loans and test

short-term relief. Tor long-term
development, schemes for subsidising minor irrigation, terrac-

ing and contour-bunding, etc., have been taken up in  right
carnest and I hope that the various measures taken will “go
a long way towards relieving the distress of our brethren 3,
the border areas and placing their cconomic life on a sounder

T

T

pi i
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footing. In order to examine closely to

what extent the
measures that have been adopted

so far have gone to re-
habilitate the economy of the border people and also to
consider what more positive measures could be taken in this
regard, my Government is considering the appointment of
a Committee. My Government is anxious that the dislocation
caused to the economy of our industrious border people as a
result of Partition is brought to an end as soon as possible.

18. The problem of rchabilitation of the displaced persons
from Pakistan continues in spite of the fact that nearly 6 crores
of rupees have so far been advanced as loans and various other
schemes have been in operation. About 40,000 acres of land
have so far been made available for settlement of displaced
persons and some more land is being reclaimed with the help
of the Central Tractor Organisation in Cachar District. Dife
to general paucity of land, re‘lmbilitati(_)n schemes will have
more emphasis on 1ndu§tr1cs ol u}l description and training of
displaced persons in various vocations to enable them to take
advantage of the industrial schemes. My Government are

taking necessary steps in the matter and sponsoring such
schemes.

19. No new tax was imposed during the financial year
1057-58, but revenue was substantially augmented due to
tightening up of the administrative machinery and simplifi-
cation of some existing taxation measures. As a result of
the award of Second Finance Commission, Assam’s annual
share of the Central revenues transferred to the State will
increase by an additional sum of Rs. 4°44 crores approximate-
ly. 1In cflect this will reduce Central a.ssistzmcc to Assam'’s
plan expenditure Correqundmgly. Against this the State
Government has been required to make larger fundsg available
annually towards the financing of the Second Five Year Plan.
My Government will have to explore all possible means of
increasing resources including 111te{13}ﬁcati0n of the small
savings drive to 1mprove the position regarding capital
receipts.  The details of the steps proposed to be tak

: . en b
my Government will be given to the House by the Financg
Minister.

20. The wasteful empty running of coal trucks from
Gauhati to Shillong 1s proposed to be substantially reduced
by giving them a part of the goods traffic of the State Trans-

port. 'This measure, it is expected, besides the prevention of
waste, will reduce the transport cost of Khasi coal.
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21. Closure of some uneconomic and ””‘“'”‘”":-‘ﬁ" '_I_ %

gardens which has resulted in difficulties to the t.l}up‘-_u_\c,x sti”n
receiving the attention of my Government. It is the inten

> e as his
of my Government to take some effective measures in  this

g ; A S ol
respect with the help and co-operation of the Government
India.

22. My Government have been giving relief to -lmh“lrt:t]
sufferers for some years. It has, however, been [felt e “.q
more is required to be done for their rehabilitation and this ¥
receiving the attention of my Government.,

23. There js
About half of the

" ; . fore vou.

a heavy legislative programmc lh‘ {m(,.‘) L

ddic: Bills, however, are of a financial nature. e
2] jislative programme you will have occasio

to discuss t} Sy : it L s gicated. and I am

3 38 the varioyg matters I have mdl(:-lL a § o o

iﬁic that. your dclib(:i‘atiuns and (It:cisirm.‘;-wﬂl be (.01}15 ”(;‘w;hig

- P€2%€,  progress ang prosperity of the people o ‘

2¢. In My address I have made no attempt to make a
comprehensive review of the activities and policies of my
Overfiment in the variegated field of administration and
development cxcept drawing your attention to some salient
featu.res_ In al nation-building departments likc Education,
Medical anq Public Health, Labour Welfare, "l'ranspor_t, ete.,
outine activities, devclopinent according to
" Plan is proceeding apace. I do not
Ou with details here.

press?xslég g?f(’;e I Conclude, I take this opportunity of ex-
for many y@aipgemat]r.)n of the services rc_ndcrec'l to Assam
received reCOgnitiz 1 Bishnu Ram Medhi, which has also
wish to repeat 1y, - by his clevation to Governorship. I also
year, for unity ag dappeal which T made before this House last

building up g, “O-operation of all sections of the people for

wish you, Merr?bgrosp Crity and happiness of the State and 1
your laboyyg.

'S of the Legislative Assembly, God speed in

JAT HIND

Vi 4
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Motion of Condolence on the death of Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad and of Shri Harrison Momin

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chicf Minister):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your permission, I rise to make
a rveference to the great loss India has suffered by the sad
demise of Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, an illustrious son of
India, who passed away on Suaturday the 22nd February last.
Maulana Azad was loved and respected not only because  he
was free India’s first Education Minister, but also because he
was one of those who took prominent part in the strugele for
freedom and was one of the architects of :

] | modern India.
Besides, he was a scholar, thinker and educationist of eminence.

Maulana Azad’s parts in the struggle for freedom of our
country and scrifice for the cause n[‘. India’s independence aie
unique. He was an cn)bocln.ncnt of national amity, secularism
and courage. The pation will remain ever indebted to him
for all that he had done for the attainment of independence for
the country more pacticularly, at the time of the Cripps Mission
and the Quit" India Movement. No difliculty and problem
either in the pre-independence or post-independence period
could perturb him. ;

Born in Mecca in 1888, Maulana Azad had his educ
in Theology in the famous Al Azhar University, Cairo. His
translation of Quran into Urdu, his literary activities and inter-
pretation of Quran carned for him world-wide fame. Maulana
Azad started his career as a journalist and edited the famou‘s
Ul'du ncwspapel' ‘f\l Hll‘dl’ 111 Calcutta EOI' SllppOI‘[i]]O‘ the causc
of Indian National Congress, which under hjs guictf"nc Eh :
bccome the torch—})earcr of the resurgent Indig. For ‘ilisereval_
utionary writings in the newspaper, the youthfy] editor of t(I)lc
‘Al Hilal’ was interned by the British Government at Ranchi in
1914.

ation

Maulana Sahib first met Mahatma Gandhi in 1921 and
later became one of his staunchest supporters for 'the cause of
non-violent revolution for India’s Independence, He became
the President of the special session of the Congress in 1&323
while he was only 35 pears of age. He also held the office
of the President of the Congress for seven years, following 1939
during the most crucial period in the nation’s history.b The
courage far-sightedness and the acumen with which he con-
ducted, negotiations with Mr, Cripps and the British Cabinet
Mission demonstrated Maulana’s sagacity, ability and would
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always rt:mu.in ﬂfi.fl-’.i_';l.()l'l()lll\ record of Indian statesmenship.
He guffered mcarc ‘.""’“(?““”_', ll“f_ hands of the alien masters SCV-
eral umes and social ostracism in the hands of communalists,
but these ordeals (I‘I(l not lf'.”- @ moment make him swerve
from his duty oF dampen his indomiiable fire of partiotism.

Free India chose Maulana  Azad to cuide her destinics
since 194-‘7. During tl”_” peried, education i India has made
rapid strides, so much so Lh:u the Union Judget allocation for
for education rose to Rs.30 crores from a meagre  amount ol

RS. b7, crores

We from Assam had on many occassions the privilege ol
securing his a(:]Vl(:CE El.nd gu"d"l“ff‘f whenever we were in need of
the same. His Wlllmgmtss to hear us a1 all times, his sympathy
for the people of Assam, and his cageriess to help this State
were a source of strength to us and we cannot f},rf_,;:-t the con-
fidence which his words inspired in yus. |

Sir, it is impossible to express in  these few words the
quality of the great pcrsonality of which our couritry has been
deprived of by the cruel hands of death.

With your kind permission, Sir, I would like to make a
reference and to pay my respectful homage to our esteemed
colleague, Shri Harrison Momin, who left his mortal coil at Tura
on 23rd January 1958. Shri Momin was a mcmber of this
August House since 1951 and had contributed immensely  to-
wards its deliberations. :

Shri Momin was an ardent educationist for b
cause of Education was supreme in life. He deyote( his ertine
energy for thc spread of education in the HiJls S— e i
confident that the all-round development of oy bretﬁ _ o W} ‘
hills cannot be brought about unless they i gen- ren in the
education. given proper

Born in Tura in 1892, Shri Mom;
tion at Shill(_)ng. After passin g his HI\;II;]t r}]_lad
g?lf:lniczhgtsgéi'lgrzg o?OC‘fiellinmem High School he went for higher
P orcge. Later he obtained Teachers’ train-

ing diploma from the Dace :
jOin the Education Departrr?enUnVCrSlty and returned h_ome to

Shri Momin
Assembly in 1951.Was first elected to the Assam Legislative

ter the successful term in the Assembly

his early educa-
culation examination
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Shri Momin was re-clected for the second term in the last
General Election of 1957 from Dainadubi Counstituency of the
Garo Hills District.  Shri Momin (ruitfully contributed to the
proceedings of this House and he was always looked upon as a
champion of the cause of justice. He was also a member of
the Executive Committee of the Garo Hills District Council.
Today, with the passing away of Shri Harison Momin, we have
lost a valued colleague. Sir, I offer my heartfelt homage to
the departed souls. I have no doubt the Houourable Members

will join me in paying our humble homage to them and in
praying for their souls’ enternal peace.

It is in the fitness of things to show our respect to the
departed souls and therefore with your kind permission, Sir, I
beg to move that the House be adjourned for today z;nd the

transaction of business of the House be kept suspended  for
tomorrow as well.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, we from the Opposition associate ourselves with pthe:
feelings just now expressed by the Leader of House on the
sad and sudden demise of the illustrious son of India in
Maulana Azad and the veteran Legislator of this Housc‘thc
Late Shri Harison Momin.

Sir, Maulana Azad is no more to-day, bat he has left to
us by his astute leadership, during the various national move-
ments of our country under the leadership of the Father of
the Nation, the Independence from foreign yoke ;\zad el
known to us as a scholar, a valiant fighter and an Eible admi 5%
trator. Now after his death we feel more for hin cbn?m{s
in the leadership of the country to-day we fep] thl CL’%Ubei‘
our elder statesmen, and therefore, to-day it haé be Ve
utmost duty not only to remember how Azad be C'c{me cl)lu_r
carecer but also to be inspired by his noble deeds u\lx\ft U}l) i
to remember how he dedicated his whole life tq H s} 1avi_
the country and how at the moment when the vifu se1}z1ce n(,)l_
munilism was cating into the vitals of the county ls, # cothe
man who tried to bring about more understandine };n:jc ki -
nal harmony and a secular State. Sir, to-d s L -

a i

at his death. We pray his noble soul mayy IY(\;:thIell I\;:?;Cmuch
We have also felt the sad demise of late Harrison Momin
very much. He was a man of character and integrity, and in
his own way tiried toc serve the people utmost, 5 s
be inspired by his noble ideals. 1 hope
others his soul will rest in peace.

We can only
along with the
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Shri GAURISANEKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we associate ourselves  with the feclings
anc sentiments expressed by the Leader of the Housc aanid s
Lecader of the Opposition. 911, with lll(f.(l(:lljij._'c of Maulana
Azad, India has lost one uf'. her illustrious <ons. B iani B
great scholar, a profound philosopher, a historian and above
all a patriotic fighter for freedom. He had dedicated his life
to the service of the country. He had sufiered immensely in
the hands of the imperialist power in his service to the country,
but he had always kept himself firm, and in a most unswerving
way, kept up his policy. Therefore, to-day when India needs
his services most, his loss is really a calamity to the country.
Maulana Azar was not only a scholar of great eminence em-
bued with an insight into the present  state of affairs. but he
had also a strong insight into the future. Thercfore, we find 1in
his writings a seer’s probe into the future cnriching the best of
the past and always basing himself on the present situation.
While we to-day mourn his death, we should not forget the
great contributions that the great Maulana had made for the
the cause of the country.

We also mourn the death of Shri Harrison Momin of
of Dainabubi of Garo Hills who was a very amiable persona-
lity, an educationist, and, above all, a lover of his people.
His modesty and sincerity and his strong feelings  for the
down-trodden people, pa:ticularly, of his area, gave us to
understand that in him we had a great friend of the poor.
And, therefore, while we mourn his death hcre to-day, we
should also try to enrich ourselves with this lofty ideals and

feelings which ‘he had in him.

With these few words, Sir, I again, on behalf of this side
of the House, ascociate myself with the feelings and sentiments
expressed by the Leader of the House and also the Leader of
the Opposition.

Rev. J.J-. M NICHOLS-ROY (Ch .
LA EIPN B4 s . ‘ erra R =
ved for Scheduled Tribes): Mr. Spesker I%‘ilrnjef asqoecsigfe
;lnygelf with the expressions which have b(‘-e:n' » . oG
Hoor of this House on account of the deqt m?CC ) i
{)ersonalities. - Maulana  Abul Kalam ?\at,]csl 5 ’two B
eader of India. He pictured promincms \zad was a great
time of the transition . C¢ prominently specially at the
correspondence and ne p(il:l(jg when there was a great deal of
led  Tndia on towards gtl 1ation between the Congress which
¢ appeared SC.\rvr(I A go{g] of freeddlom and Great Britain.
Brltish Cabil’l ¢ 'i\/.i?'a' times b(‘!Oi‘C.thC C‘[‘i}_)P’H L/Iisqion .'ll’ld [hc
ct | 1Ss10n. .A..t tha.t tlme, -he ﬁgured promillently
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as one of the great men in India. He fought for the unity
of India and also for the independence of India. At that time
we were very much impressed by the untiring devotion and
zeal of this great n an who wanted to combine the diflerent
communities in India and lead the country on its onward
much to freedom. His achievements as the Education Minister
of independent India need hardly any repetition. He was able
to obtain more money for the Education Budget of India.

I also feel greatly for the death of mylate lamented friend,
Shri Harrison Momin, whose frichdship I bhad the honour to
enjoy for several years. He was an amiable gentleman and
a great lover of his own pecple in the Garo Hills. I bhad
admired him much during my association with him. I wish
his family the blessings of God.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBORUAH (Amguri):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I also associate myself with the feelings end
sentiments expressed on the floor by the Leader of the House at
the demise of Maulana Azad. The great secrifices made by
him in his efforts to shake ofl the painful shackles of the foreign
domination, will be remembered by us all and also bv the
future eenerations with honour and gratitude. X

I also express my sorrow at the demise of late Harrison
Momin who was once a Member of this August House and
who tried, in his own way, to serve his people.

With these few words I again associate myself with the
sentiments and utterances of the Leader of the House, the
Leader of the Opposition and other Members of the House

Mr. SPEAKER: I entirely associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by the Leader of the House, the Leader
of the Opposition and other Friends. Indeed, “’;e have met
to-day in the shadow of a national calamity. In the death of
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad India has lost one of her

. T great
men, greatin war as well asin peace.

Maulana Sahi .
cated his life at an early age to the cause of India’sa 1;12632?;

and it was only fitting that it was during his stewardship of
the Indian National Congress that people of this Country= shIc),u]d
have fought and won their last war of independence.” At a
time when communal passions threatened to tear asunder this
country, it was toa great extent Maulana Sahib’s courageous
wisdom that kept India along the path of national unity.
Maulana Sahib was an ardent believer in social justice and it is
well-known that he was one of the sponsors of the resolution
setting before the Government and the country the goal of a
socialist pattern of society. Indeed Maulana Sahib, much more
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i
f the world,
| mongst the great statesmen of o ~holar-
FlilloT FIots HEST o Pl o e i of 2 oitrn I
s in of the grate Chinese Sage, Confucius. We ml‘nLE tha
sétatflirgz a national loss, but we are sustained by the _t'"uc(', follow
h?salife, will ever remain a shining star beckoning India t
the path of national unity and social Justice. fouse has 105t
In the death of Shri Harrison Momin, the 1 2 d friendly
a much valued Member. He was an amiable AT ns of the
gentleman who was held in high esteem by all scc‘i‘)“_'{is]ntivﬂ
House. Mr. . Momin, before he was elected to the Education
Assembly, was a devoted public scrvant in ll.(:_‘ '“) duty,
Department. -He was well known for his devotion 1] mourn
exemplary character and true Christian faith. We "r sofrows
his loss. T shall now move the resolution expres: ing ou in their
After I have moved it, the hon. Members will 5 nove the
seats and obserye silence for two minutes. I shall now mc l
resolution expressing our SOTrow : ; ama Abul
The Horz.lse dgeply mourns the death of ]\I:u_ll.‘m«lom,_ of
Kalam Azad, Union Minister for Education, who ‘_"?Sq(lt‘r o
the architects of Indian Independence and a great ](‘(-'uh o
the Nation. The House also deeply mourns the ¢ ‘:‘I“,lbl,g
Harrison Momin, .1, A. who was a respected 5”,“1 "a_,u.‘tﬁ-lt
Member of thisg House, and this House conveys its he:
Sympaty to the members of their bereaved familics.

i . 'n
.. (This was accepted by the House, all Members Standing 1
Silence for two minutes,)

As the Leader of the House proposes, the House Wl“ﬂ}lfg
adjourned itoday and remains, adjourned tomorrow. 1

House will meet on 27¢h February, Thursday, at 10 a.m. The
business _of :

peenilCny 25th. will he  thken over to 28”1_
because that ,ﬁSa f'ay fOI‘ 'vaerﬁr'nent business and thC Pll‘o
gramme for 27}, will continue as it is because that is a day
for private memberg’ byg; lo not v

siness and I do not want to disturb it.

; | Adjourment
-+ The Asseml Was s IF pomsppsy : Thursday,
the 27th Febi‘u};r}; “1%?5 g-len ad_]ourped till 10 A.M. on

B | R.N. BARUA,
.- -~ Shillong. Secretary Legislative
The,25th Sep Assembly, Agsam.

tember, 1958,
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