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INTRODUCTION

I, the Chairman, Committee on Public Undertakings, Assam
Legislative Assembly having been so authorised by the Committee
on their behalf preserit this 60 Report.

(1) As a part of the:study tour, the Committee had taken two
departments viz. Power and Tourism and as such selected Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir for power and Andaman Nicobar
Islands for Tourism sector.

(2) The observations and recommendations of the Committee
have been incorporated in this Report.

(3) The Report was chsidered and adopted by the Committee in
its meeting held on 21t December, 2021.

(4) The Committee placed on records its thanks to the officers of
Jammu & Kashmir 'Legislative Assembly, Power Development
Department of J&K, Jammu and Kashmir State Power
Development Corporation (JKSPDC), and Jammu and Kashmir
Power Transmission -Corporation Ltd (JKPTCL) and officials of
Andaman Nicobar Islands engaged with the Committee during
the study tour.

sd/-

Dispur (Ramendra Narayan Kalita, M.L.A)
Chairman,
The 21t December, 2021 Committee on Public Undertakings
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Visit to the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir

The Committee had visited the Union Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir w.e.f. 16t November to 18th November, 2021. According to
the tour programme, the Committee held a meeting on 16 November,
2021 with the Power Development Department Corporation, Jammu &
Kashmir. The meeting was held at 5.30 PM in the Conference Hall of
Power Development Department, J & K, Jahangir Chowk Complex at
Srinagar with the Qfﬁcials of Power Development Department of J&K,
Jammu and Kashmir State Power Development Corporation
(JKSPDC), and Jammu and Kashmir Power Transmission Corporation
Ltd (JKPTCL).

In the meeting, Mohammad Hussain, Executive Engineer and
Mohammad Kaiser Ahmed, Assistant Engineer had presented two
Power Point presentations respectively about the Power Generation,
Transmission and lf?istribution of Power etc. about the Union Territory
of Jammu & Kashfnir. The Power Point Presentations are enclosed
herewith in the Annexure part.

After watcljning the Power Presentation as presented by the
JKPDC, Hon’ble Member Shri Jitu Goswami raised a question about
the total power production as produced by the JKPDC. Replying to the
Hon’ble Member, the Chief Engineer JKPDC said that they have two
major Hydro Power Projects, one is LUHP (105 MW in Jehlum basin)
and another is USHP (105 MW in Jehlum basin). There is also another
major Hydro Power -Station in Baglihar over Chenab Basin (Baglihar-1
and Baglihar-II having the capacity of 450 MW each). Total capacity of
Operational Projects in UT of J&K under JKSPDC is around 1197.4
MW in Chenab, Ravi and Jehlum basins and 14.56 MW in UT of
Ladakh in Indus basin (total 1211.96 MW under JKSPDC]. Again,
total installed capacity of the Project developed by NHPC in J&K is
2250 MW and 89 in Ladakh (total central sector is 2339 MW under
NHPC). Further, 5 nos. of projects developed by Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) in Chenab and Jehlum basins have total installed
capacity of 57.5 MW. Cumulative capacity of JKSPDC, NHPC and IPPs
in total is 3617.5 MW. Projects under construction under JKSPDC, IIP
and CVPPPL are of around 1690 MW. In another question of Hon’ble
Member Shri Prodip Hazarika about pick hour demand, the Chief
Engineer, JKPDC informed that there was pick hour demand about
1300 MW in last year, but in this year they have supplied 1680 MW.
Now, the Department is planning to complete the installation of
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Pre-paid meter in next two years. And 3 more Grids will be coming in

Srinagar. Jammu & Kashmir is a hilly State so there are available
sources for producing of Hydro Electric Power. In reply of the Hon'’ble
Member, the department had informed that they have lots of
potentialities for generating 5000 MW of Hydro-Power in Shina Valley.
In a.question raised by Hon’ble Chairman about the IPDS, DDQGH ,
SAUBHAGYA and PMDP etc. Schemes, the Executive Engineer,
JKPDC said that these Schemes are 90 percent centrally sponsored
and 10 percent Union Territory sponsored. In this regard, the Chief
Engineer, JKPDC had informed the Committee that some schemes are

90-10 ratio based and some schemes are 85-15 ratio based
sponsored.

Hon’ble Chairman had delivered a brief description about
Assam covered by Blue Hills as well as Brahmaputra Valley and its
beautification, Assam Tea, Paddy field, National Wildlife Sanctuary
etc. surrounding in the state of Assam. Besides, the Hon’ble Chairman
also revealed that we have immense water sources in Assam, S0 we
would take necessary steps for producing of Hydro Electric Power by
using high technological process as we can generate huge amount of
electric power in Assam. In this regard, the Assam Government has
already taken several kinds of power projects for implementation in
Assam. Hon’ble Chairman also invites the Power Development
Corporation of Jammu & Kashmir, to visit the state of Assam.

. Before the end of the meeting, the Chief Engineer, JKPDD
mvited the Committee to visit the site of the JEE Sahib Power House
(3335 MW) Stage-1I, Upper Sindh Hydro Electric Project, Kangan near
Srinagar in the next day i.e. on 17th November, 2021.

Next day on 17th November, 2021, the Committee visited
the JEE Sahib Power House (3X35 MW) Stage-1I, Upper Sindh Hydro
Electric Project, Kangan. Project authorities explained the Committee
about the various components of the project which has total installed
Capacity of 105 Mw consisting of 3 units having capacity of 35 MW
¢ach. Currently due to onset of winter and freezing of the river in the
Upstream region, the river discharge is considerably low resulting in
Production of only 10 MW of power only in 1 no. unit while remaining

h?lVe been kept in halt. The said project is a run of the river type
Project on Sind Kanan Nallah with main project component consisting
0! & weir, power channel, forebay, penstock, power house with 3
Vertical francis turbines. It may be mentioned that due to its unique
Eeographical location in Himalayan region, the Jammu & Kashmir
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Union Territory has significant advantage for development of hydro
power projects. Significant rivers that flow through Jammu & Kashmir
from the Himalayas are Jhelum, Chenab, Sutlej, Ravi and Indus.
These river basins located at a higher elevation facilitating huge hydro
power potential. Jammu & Kashmir is endowed with significant hydel

potential which, wﬁen exploited fully, will provide a strong impetus for
the growth of its economy.

Visit to the Union Territory of Andaman and

Nicobar Islands : R

Introguctigg

At present, the Tourism Industry is one of the largest and
fastest growing industries in terms of growth, potential and
entertainment generation for extraction of revenue for countries all
over the world. ; -

Tourism being a service oriented sector embraces the
advancement of information technology. The global Tourism Industry
has grown about 50% in the past decade despite setbacks caused by
terrorism, pandemigcs and times of political and economic unrest.

As global tourism, India’s Travel and Tourism Industry is also
growing fast. India is one of the developing nations at the forefront of
the global tourism. Although, India’s Travel and Tourism Industry is

not the biggest in terms of money makers but still brings in a massive
sum of money every year.

Andaman & Nico'bgr Islands

A"

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, located in the east of the
Indian mainland geographically, float in splendid isolation in the Bay
of Bengal. Once a‘hill range extending from Myanmar to Indonesia,
these picturesque pndulating islands, islets numbering around 836,
are covered with dense rain-fed, damp and evergreen forests and
endless varieties of exotic flora and fauna. Most of these islands
(about 550) are in the Andaman Group, 28 of which are inhabited.
The smaller Nicobars, comprise some 22 main islands (10 inhabited).
The Andaman and Nicobars are separated by the Ten Degree Channel
which is 150 Kms. wide.



The inhabitants of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands are a mixed
of nationalities. Some inhabitants have a likeness to the Australians

Aborigins and othefs are Mongoloid origins. There are six ethnic tribes
still living in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

" Hindi, the mother tongue of 15% to the locals, is the most
commonly spokenlanguage in the Andaman with the other 85%
divided amongst 24 different languages including Tamil, Malayalam,
Urdu and Bengali. English is the official language. The population of
Andaman is esfciniazted at 4.89 lakhs as per 2011 census.

Tourism in Andag%‘an & Nicobar Islands

As per the data available with Director of Tourism, Andaman &
Nicobar Island tourist influx to the Islands has doubled from over 2
lakhs visitors in 2013 to 5 lakhs in 2018. Niti Ayog has guided the
Island Development Agency (IDA) in planning large-scale tourism
projects in the island. IDA was formed in 2017 by the Ministry of

Home Affairs with ‘the intention of initiating holistic development of
the island through tourism,

IDA is also trSring to improve inter-island connectivity between 5
tourist destinations, namely, Long Island, Smith, Ross Island, Swaraj
Dweep, Baratanga Island and Port Blair under the Swadesh Darshan
Scheme of the Ministry of Tourism. There is a proposal for Sea plan
operation between Swaraj Dweep & Swahid Dweep, Hut Bay and Long
Islar.xd u.nder the UDAN Scheme (Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) to attract
fsorelgn 1{1vestrnent-z‘. and international trade with the neighbouring

outh Asian countries, under the Act-East Policy of the Government of

India. i i
dia Cu.stom duges have been waived on the import of certain
construction materials and few food items

activitizu?iim ?FCﬁYiS.tS in the Andaman Islands are a mixture of many
Helicopter ﬁg ra?kmg, Snorkelling, Kayaking, Scuba Diving and
arranges sho:v: ?f_l_da;mafn and Nicobar Islands Tourism Department
0 glorify th .
Andaman Cellular Jaj), Y the Freedom Movement of India at the

The administrat .
Nicobar Islands re Fratlon of the Union Territory of Andaman and

Ceives appreciable logisti d physical and fiscal
support for the management of the islan%: cs and phy
In the year -
Rupees Ten tl{ousa%rf)clls, the Govt. of India had drawn up a massive
crore plan to transform the Andaman & Nicobar

Islands into the °°‘in"-W’s first maritime hub
4 e hub.
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The Ministry of Environment and Forest, Department of Fishery,
Department of Tourism are actively involved for holistic development
and have come up with several long term measures and projects for
the development of Islands so that more tourists come to the Islands.

Since tourism may be devastation to the Islands ecosystem, the
administration has made certain rules to be followed as stake holders
associated with the Tourism Industry and even the local residents
must abide by it,

Challenges in managing tourism in Andaman & Nicobar Island.

The Committee visited Swaraj Dweep (Havelock Island) &
Swahid Dweep (Neil Island). During the years of British occupation,
agriculture and fishing were the primary sources of livelihood among
islanders on Swaraj and Swahid Dweep. Now, this has been replaced
by employment in tourism related activities. The Tourism Industry in
both the island has brought with it a number of employment
opportunities for the locals with different level of education. During
the discussion with some of the local youths and women it came to
the notice of the Committee that the following are the challenges in
managing tourism in Andaman & Nicobar Island.

(i) Waste Management

Waste disposal is one of the biggest challenges faced by the
stake-holders on Swaraj Dweep and Swahid Dweep. It was informed
that the Local Panchayats which are responsible for managing the
waste, face shortage of labour and therefore are able to collect waste
only from select public space.

(ii)y Network and Connectivity.

The mobile network is patchy and the internet connection is
irratic and limited to only a few locations, as reported by many stake-
holders. One tourist, explains his experience that due to poor net
connectivity, he could not have his food as he was having ATM Card to
make all kinds of payments.

Rekkddkikddk
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OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

The following are the recommendations of the Committee after gathering
experiences from Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir and Andaman and
Nicobar Islands: '

1. The Committee observed that detail Survey and Investigation to be
carried out to assess the future possibilities and development of new
techno-economic feasi:ole hydro power projects in the state of Assam.

2. The Committee recommends that a Nodal Hydro Project Monitoring cell
for the State may be constituted with Govt. Officials, Hydro
environment/social experts and concern Statutory departments related
to issue clearances/NOCs for hydro projects for fast track decision
making & implementaﬁdon.

3. The Committee further insists on conducting of a survey of the
potentialities of Asse{i'n to generate small and medium Hydro Power
projects. ) '

4. The Committee also decided to conduct a spot visit tour to Kapali and
other Hydro Power project to discuss how to enhance the Power

production of the said" projects to make the State of Assam self reliant on
power sector.

S. As Waste Management is a great challenge that is compounded with the
growing number of fvisitors in Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
materials consumed by the visitors, the same may occur in case of the
tourist places of Assam also. Therefore, the Committee recommends

proper Waste Management Policy for the tourist places in the State of
Assam. )

6. The Committee recommends that the Mobile Network and Internet
connectivity should be ensured in the tourist places.

7. The Committee observes that the Department should also take proper
measures so that the concept ‘Sustainable Tourism’ does not remain on
paper as a term only. To meet the challenges of managing a growing

Tourism Industry, appropriate measures must be taken by the
Department. )

8. The Committee observed that in Andaman and Nicobar Islands, water
sports activities are very popular and attract lakhs of tourists every year.

Tourism Department may also undertake similar water activities in
Assam as there is ample scope for water sports in Assam.

9. The Committee recommends the Department that Boat House facilities
may be arranged in different water bodies of Assam including Deepor
Beel and to make survey in this regard.

10. The Committee alsq recommends that Light and Sound show at the
Heritage Brahmaputra (earlier DC’s Bungalows in Guwahati) may be
arranged highlighting ‘the heroism of Lachit Borphukan as the great
Army General who fought against the Mughals from that hilltop.

11. The Action Taken by the Departments on the Observations and
Recommendations contained in this Report may be intimated to the
Committee within 90 days from the date of presentation of this Report in
the House. f
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