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Proceedings of the Fourth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Third General Election
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

L)

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 a.m,
on Saturday, the 30th March, 1963

PRrRESENT

Shei MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY, ».L., Speaker in the
Chair, ten Ministers, three Ministers of State, three Deputy Ministers and
seventy-four Members. ‘

—— e

QUSTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Re: Panchayat Head Office _
Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amgusi) asked:

*¥02, Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Development and
Panchayats be pleased to state — rrplepets
(a) The need of keeping the Panchayat Head Office at Shillong :
(b) Whether Government will consider to shift it to any of the
Plains dis‘ricts ?
(¢) If not, why not ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister, Community
Development and Panchayats) replied:

92, (a)—To effect proper co-ordination amongst the various Develop-
ment Departments for Panchayat works it is necessary that the Head Office
of Panchayat should be at Shilleng. h

Besides, there is also financial implication. At present, both t :
Secretariat and Directorate are under the same set of Officers and as a rest
there is a saving of public money.

(hb) & (c)——Deo not arise.

tShri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Did thc Government
consider that the people’s participation is highly essential for implementa-
tion of this scheme ?

tShri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Minister, Pan-
chayat) : Yes, people’s participation is essential but if the Directorate {;md
Secretariat are located at Shillong the same set of officers can function,
There is no difficulty in the plains because there are Anchalik Panchayats
and Mohkuma Parishads in Anchal and Subdivisional levels.

#Speech not corrected,
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TShri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Did the Government not think

that the very object of this scheme has not been fulfilled because the office
18 located in Shillong far way from the plains ?

iShri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Minister, Pan-
chayat, etc.): No, we have got three Zomal olficers one at Gauhati, one
at Jorhat and the other at Silchar,

TShri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, as the head ofice is located
in Shillong there has been delay in sanctioning schemnes and sending sanction-
Ing letters. So does not the Minister think that maximum delay has been
made for locating the office in Shillong ?

TShri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Sir, we have de-centralised
the power. The Deputy Commissioner can give sanction to the Scheme,

TShri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Will Government think to
shift the head office to other places of Plains for betier {unctioning and

economy ?

TShri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Sir, I have already said
that if the Head Office is located in Shillong the management of the office
can be left to the same set of officers and as a result there is saving of

public money.

TShri KIHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): Whether
overnment has received any complaint o the effect thag the Head Office

should be shifted to elsewhere in the Plains district ?

TShri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Sir, actually thereis no
complaint, syme people express their opinion only.

TShri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Whether the

Government has received any representation ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : No. _
Re: Parking Ground for Gauhati

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked :

*93. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Government consider the necessity of providing a
proper parking ground at Gauhati where trucks, buses and
taxis coming from different places to Gauhati could be

parked ? : S
(b) If so, what arrangement has been done so far in this direction ?

(c) If not, the reason therefor ?

Shri K AMAKEYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Town and
E€ountry Planning) replied :

93, (a)~—Yes.
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(b)—The matter is under consideration.
(c)—Does not arise.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SHARMA (Gauhati): When this consi-

deration will be finalised ?

G Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Town and
ountry Plananing): Sir, this is very difficult to say at this point of time.

Re: Rules of the Board of Revenue Act

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked:

*94. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the rules of the Board of Revenue Act are already

framed ? If not, why not ?
{b) Whether the rule is being enforced ?
{c) If not; .why not ?
(d) When it will be enforced ?

gl‘;ri(RADHIKA RAM DAS (Minister of State, Revenue) replied:
. (a)-—Yes.

(b)—Yes, it will be enforced soon.
(¢) = Doces not arise.

(d) —The Rules will be noti Ged as carly as possible.

Re: Production of Fish
Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked :

*#95. (a) The total estimated yearly production of fish in the Goverp-
ment fisheries in the whole of the State ?

o)
(b) The total amount spent yearly for pisciculture and fisheries :

1'S§ri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Fisheries)
Teplied : ¢
95. (a)—The estimated production of fish from _the Governwent
fisheries and reclaimed fisheries and other schemes under Fishery Dc%irtmf?t
was 9,070 maunds in 1961-62 and 10,080 maunds 1n 1962-63. 1he esti-
mated production of fish under the schemes in the next year is 18,100
maunds. ; :

; _ (b)—The total expenditure of the Department on various _S_chemes
including staff during 1961-62 was Rs. 10-85 lakhs and the provision for
1962-63 was Rs. 14°32 lakhs. The recurring expenditure for maintenance of
the Government Fisheries, including staff during 1961-62 was a little more

than Rs. 85,000,
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+Shri DEVENDRA NATH SHARMA (Gaahati): Sir, the total
estimmated production of fish is shown as 9,080 maunds in 1961-62 at a cost off
Rs.10°85 lakhs. So, it appears that the cost of production is very high
Therefore, 1 want to know from the hon. Minister whether it will be possible
to revise the present practice or the existing systemm and  introduce a new
system. so that maximum Production can bs made with minimumn cost ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Fisheries):

Sir, it is not an industrial unit that one should calculate like this that by
spending this much one shoull have thisamount o production; one
amount should be divided by the other and then come to the conclusion that
there was no economy or high cost of production  The work of the Depart-

- ment is of extention service in nature ; lot of work is of the nature of propo-
ganda. So, there car’t benuch direct bearing Letween the expenditure
and the production. Production is a side business. The pay of the officer
is also included in this amount. T have no manrer of doubt that some of
the schemes of fisneries need re-orientation and I am awaiting for the report
of the Estimate Comumittee which is going into this matter. Muy:elf also
appointed a Gommiitiee earlier with the Secretary of the Fishery Depart-
ment to examine the possibility of eficcting economy in the expenditure ia
the Department. As soon as the reports are received a decision will be

taken.
. Re : Food position of Assam

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:

%96, Will the Minister of Agriculture be pleased to s'ate——
(a) Whether Assam is self-suthicient in respect of food and more
: particularly of paddy ?
(b) If not, measures adopred so far to become self-sufficient in
paddy ? and .
(¢) The total production of paddy in the years 1958, 1959, 1960

and 1961 ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture)

replied : : . 5 . )
96. (a)—Assam 1s marginally sgl[-sufﬁcxcnt in respect of paddy, Ag
regards other faod crops, the State is somewhat deficit in pulses, oil sceds
fie
and S.Uga(b)._.-A number of schemes such as rescarch on rice, distribution
of improved seeds, subsidised sale of improved implements, popularisation
of compost, green manure and fertilisers, control of pests and diseases,
subsidised sale of power pumps, minor irrigation, etc., are in  operation al|
of - which aims at increase in production of crops, particularly paddy.
Over and above these sr::hema_s, some specialised schemes such as Package
Programme and Intensive Rice Cu'livation Schemes are being undertaken.
¢) —The total production of rice in the years 1958, 1959, 1960 and

%961 is indicated below (figures are provisional)—

1958-59 ... 16,19,538  tons,
1959-60 ... 16,17,907
1960-61 ... 16,40,399
1961-62 ... ‘: 16,49,720 ]
—-E‘._-.“-'—' + _-_'_‘—-—

TSpeech not corrected,
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH SHARMA (Gauhati) : Sir, the hon.
Minister said that production fiom 1938 to 1962 is not increased inspite ol
spending huge money. May I know from the Minister what are the
reason for which production could not be increased ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Micister, Agri-
culture): The hon. Member is referred to my reply to debate on 18th
Maich, 1963.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): What is the

total production required to {eed the people of the State ?

Shri MOCINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: It depends on bhow
much we eat. Calculating that one man will consume 3 maur:ds ol rice
per vear the annual requirement is 13 lakhs 50 thousand tons of rice.

Shri DEVE VDRA NATH SHARMA : Whether proper inquiry has
been made to ascertain how far the schemes are successful and how far these
schemes hacve heen implemented. '

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, the LEstimates
Committee of this House ecxamined the working of the Department and
submitted its report. In the meantime, another All India Committee i.e., the
Nalagar Committee also submitted another report. We have not been able
to implement fully the recommendations in these reports. Therefore, T do not
think there is any necessity for another inquiry commission.

Shri SANTIi RANJAN DAS GU#TA (Lumding) : Does the hon.

Minister mean that the paddy production was more in 1958 @

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I did not say so. I
said we need 13,50,000 tons of rice for consumption. The question was how
much we require for consumption. We require 13,50,009 tons of rice for
coosumption ; plus this we require somnething for seed. Then pest and rats
destroy grains. Taking all these into consideration, I said we were
marginal.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): What is the
total production of paddy in the Goverhment seed farms ?

Mr. SPEAKER : How does this arise ? The question is regarding the
food position in Assam.

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri) : What is the optimum
dosc of ration per adult ?

Mr. SPEAKER : He said three maunds per year,
Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : In terms of daily ration ?
Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : This quzstion may he

put to the Supply Department. T don’t know how much they are issuing
at present.
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k Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: The Food Minister ought to
NowW.

Shri MS)HANA;\IDA BORA (Bihpuria): The figures supplied show
that there is increase in paddy production year after year. May I know
whether this is due to intensive cultivation or extensive cultivation ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Both.

Shri MAHANANDA BORA: The Minister said that the figures
were provisional. Will the Minister try to obtain accurate figures by
adopting some other mnethod ? .

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: In course of m
reply to the debate int s House on 18th March, 1963 I cxplained in dctai}lr
some of the difficulties which had arisen about our agricultural statistics and
also the causes for it. T also spoke about the slci)s we had been taking
in order to correci our statistics.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): May Iknow whether
the statistics are collected by the Agriculture Department or the Statistics
Department & .

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture):
There aré two things. So far as collection of statistics with regard to acreage
under cultivation is concerned, this was being done by the Revenue Depaxst-
ment in the plains dlStl'lCtS‘thrOugh mandals, kanungoes and patwaries.
in the pcrmanently _sculcza areas and districts and in the Sixth Schedule
this was bzing done through the headmen. These figures used to
be compiled by the DCPUW. Uommis:iion.crs and sent to the Director of
Agriculture, who used topublish them indicating the sources as the Director
of Agriculture. ) ]

With regard to the .yx-‘ld per acre, this was done through a system
called “‘sample survey ’, which was dopc jpmlly by the Revenue, Agriculture
and Statistics Departments.  Since 1960-61 or 1961-62, T am rot very sure
the work has bee . transferred to the Statistics Department. :

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI: As the figures are collected by the
v I know what are the criteria by which they find out the

districts,

Revenue staff, ma 2
production per bigha :

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : For this I require notice.

Shyi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari): Are Government aware
that there are some food scarcity pockets in our State now ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY *+ There are and there
will be ; it depends on the particular circumstances obtaining at a parti-
cular time. For example, the last flood caused widespread devastation in
many arcas and naturally there would be shortage in such areas,

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED: What steps have Government taken to
supply paddy and rice to those areas ? _

My. SPEAKER : This is a matter for the Supply Department.

o gl T Y
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Re: Muktapur-Berghat Road in Jowai Subdivision

: Shri ENOWELL POHSHNA [ Jowai (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)| asked:

*97. Will the Minister-in-charge of Forests be pleased to state—

(a) What is the total amount sanctioned for improvems=nt of
Muktapur-Borghat Road in Jowai Subdivision for the years
1960-63, 1961-62 aad 1962-63 ? z

(b)  What is the total amount spent for each year ?

(c) Whether tenders have beea invited for the work ?

(d) To whom it was allotted ?

repligc?ljl LALIT KUMAR DOLEY (Deputy Minister, Forests)
91. (a) & (b) ~There was no sanction of any expenditure for improve-
ment of the Muktapur-Borghat Road (which is ‘known to the Department
as Muktapar-Jaliokhola Road) during 1960-61. But during 1961-62, an
amount of Rs, 2,405-00 was sanctioned and Rs. 2,215°00 was spent and
during 1962-63, an amount of Rs.14,400:00 nP, was sanctioned and
Rs. 11,319:50 np, was spent.
(c)—Yes. '

. (d)—During 1961-62 the work was allotted to one contractor,
Shri Newel] Bokston Kyndiah and during 1962-63 the work was allotted to
another contractor Shri Mahim Barua. The tenders of both the contrac-
tors were regular and lowest.

Topohri ENOWELL POHSHNA [Jowai (Reserved for Scheduled
ribes)] : May I know whether the notificati n calling for tenders was
gazettec.l or hung in the notice-board of the Subdivisional Officer’s olfice
or the forest office at Jowai ? -

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY (Deputy Minister, Forest) : It
appears all the formalities were done.

Re: Sittings of Pay Committee
Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) asked :

" : je ¥ .
98. Will the Minister-in-charge of Finance be pleased to state—
(a) How many sittings of the Pay Committec were held up to this

?

ay 1

(b) What steps have been taken so far as 1egards payment of
interim relief to the low-paid Government servants ?

() Whether Government has fixed any final date for submission

of its recommendations to the Government ?
Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finmance) replied:

98. (a)—The Pay Committee had two sittings, one on 12th August,

. 1962 and the other from 25th September, 1962 to 27th September, 1962.

Di'ue to the National Emergency the Committee could not meet there-
alter.
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(b)—The Pay Committee in ifs sittings from 25th September, 1962
to 27th September 1962 considered the question of giving interim relief to
the Government servar.ts and a report on the same was submitted to

Government on 27th September 1962, ‘T'he report is still under consideration

of Government.
(c)—No. -
(After the printed replies were read out.)

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): Sir,
this is the fourth time I have replied to these questions.

Re: Implementation of the Assam Official Language Act

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :

#90g, Will the Education Minister, be pleased to state—
(a) What steps have been taken by the Government for implemen-
' tation of the Ass.m Official Language Act?
(b) What progress has been made by Committees formed for
preparing the Terminology of technical terms in Assamese ?

Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Education) replied:

99. (a)—Government set-up an “Implementation Committee” with a
view to prepare a phased programme .«fuggcst‘ing the manner and stages of
implementation of the various provisions of the “Assam OMflicial Language
Act, 19607. ! !

(b) —With regard to the preparation of paribhasa (terminology),
the work was earlier entrusted to a person on part-time basis, who had
taken up the work ; but the Committee has now decided to appoint
a person on whole-time basis as Compiler and he will be available in

April next.

.i-Shri DULAL CHANDRA. BARU-_A. (Jorhat): Ma‘yI know how
many sittings the Implementation Comimittee had ?

+Shyi DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Education): Two sit-
tings.

TShei DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: When can we expect the final
report of this Committee ?

tShri DEV KANT BOROOAH: Itis not a reportiug committee, it
is an Implementing Committee. The Committee has decided that ‘the
first stage will cover the implementation of the Act at the district level
and we are making preparations accordingly ; that is to say, we have to
Prepare terminology not only for Assamese but also for Mizo, Garo, Mikir
and Khasi Janguages. We have not done anything in case of terminology
for Bengali as we expept to get it from the West Bengal Government, This
is the first step. We are also trying to get typewriters prepared for
Assamese as well as for Bengali. I am told Bengali typewriters are available,
As for Assamese typewriters, we have been given aprototype and
we are trying to finalise it.

[ e ——

tSpecch nat corsected,
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tShri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Will the Implementation

Comrmnittee lock «.{ er the typewriter also ?

5 hTShri DEV KANT BOROOAH: No, but this is very important.
po o?kout typewriters it will be difficult for Government officers to do any
Re: Shifting of the Jowai Post-Mortem Shed

_Shri ENOWELL POHSHNA [ Jowai (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)] asked :

*100. Will the Minister of Medical be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Director of Public Health has issued order for
1 shifting the Jowai Post-Mortem Shed from the present site
to a place near the Civil Hospital ?
(b)" If “so, why no action has been taken uptil now ?

l‘epligclll}'i BAIDYVANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister-in-charge, Medical)
100. (a)—No. The Director issued no such order. But he sub-
Government

imtth a proposal to Government to sanction such shifting.
cﬁ];provcd it and sanctioned Rs.7,000 {Rupees seven thousand) on 16th
arch, 1963 to me-t the expenditure involved.

(b)—Docs not arise.
Re: Gauhati Medical College
Skri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gauhati) asked:
*101. Will the Minister of Medical be pleased to state—

(2) Whether Government desires to start construction of building
for Gauhati Medical College and Hospitals for the

__students ? b
(b) 1f so, when the work will be started and the amount sanctione
; the

therefor ?

Shri BAIDVANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister-in-charge, Medical)

101. (a)—Y:s, undoubtedly. :
(b)—The plans and estimates of the hostel buildings are egcpecth

to be ready by April next and Government will try to sanction the
estimates as earlv as possible, so that the work may start by MaY-Jung
next. For the (!sllege building also plans and estimates are being preparc
and will be sai.cticned too assoon as received.

Amounts as and when necessary will be sanctioned.
~ Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi) : What
is the amount of money sanctioned for the building purpose ?

Shri BAIDVYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Madicql) . Sir, the
total amount sarctioned for two colllu-cgcs under the Third Five Year Plan
period is Rs.1,55,00,000.

t+Speech not corrected.
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shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA (Gaubati): I want to know

- what is the total amount sanctioned for Gauhati Medigal College ?

fri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Medical): I want
e for that question. So iar I rernesnber no separate allocation has been

notic
made- . ] )

Shri DEVEE\TDRA NATH SARMA : What is the amount necessary
for the purpose ‘ !

Shri BAIDYANA_"{I"H MOQCKERJEE: [ cannot say that at thisstage
as the plan and specifications are uncer preparation.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA: My question is that “whether \
Government desire to start construction of building for Giuhati Medical
College and Hospitals fo'r the scudents” and the hon. Minister has replied
that <‘the plans and estimates of the hostel buildings are expected to he 1

ready by April next and Government will try to sanction the ‘estimates as
- 2
carly as possible.... . Fon . :
Shri BA..IDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I beg to bring to your
notice, a serious matter namely how the hon. Member could sccure a 8
printed answer. Sir, you realise that the hon Member is reading from !

the printed replies. How he could get one ?

Mr SPEAEKER: \thrcfrum have you got it ; you must have takep
it from some Ministers ?

Shri DEVENDRANATH SARMA: I quoted from what the Minister |
has replied just now. I want to know from the Minister whatis the ‘
amount to be spent for Medical College Hostel and Medical College
buildings ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : How can I give the
estimated amount unless the plans and specifications are approved by
the Public Works Department and without knowing the rates fixed by them
and the types of buildings that will be built. It will all depend on Such
information. Therefore, how much money will be spent and what will e
the amnount necessary. I am not in a position to say al this stage.

.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ( Jorhat): Sir, may I point oy
one thing ? How did the hon. Member get the replies ?

M. SPEAKER : I shall look into it.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Whethe,
there ar: any students in Gauhati Medical College at present 2 Ifgq
where do they live now ? : >

= e

: Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : When the College is function.
ing there must be students. The studenis are staying in different plae

at Gaubati town and its suburbs, but definitely not at Silchar, whe:
a fine question to put. 8

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): What amount hy, )
been provided in the next year’s budget for the Medical College buildingg

and HFlostels for Gauhati ?
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Medical): Asl
have already stated that the plans and specifications for hostel buildings
are under preparation. ........ ...

Shri MAFHAMMDA UMARUDDIN: The Minister has said _that the
buildings will be constructed in the next year, How mucE} money has been
provided in the next vear’s budget as without providing money in the
budget the Minister cannot spend ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : For the buildings about Rs.10
lakhs have been provided at the first insiance for Colleges. ;

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Whgthcr
there 1s any temporary hostel arrangement at present for the students,
and if so, where are they located ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: 'I'hg-.y are at different plal;:es;
one at Jhalukbari, one at (handmari and there 1s another one neail' alput
Assam Tribune Press. I do not know the exact namc of that locality,
Sir,

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI : What is the distance from
Chandmari to the Medical College ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKEK]JEE : I think the Public Works
Departinent Minister will be in a better position to reply.

Shei GAURISHANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): What will be the

amount of cost for the land ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : It was ncar about Rs.10 lakhs
of rupees. I cannot give the exact amount.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARMA.(G"rauhati) : }I:{Iaye ;[rkpnow what
is the total allotment for construction of buildings there this year !

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, Thave already replied to
that question. ‘

Shri LAKSEIVI PRASAD GOSWAMI: When the classes of Gauhat
Medical College hegin ? ' ;

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Does the hon. Member mecan
the daily routine ?

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes, he means the daily routine.

- : different

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, dI 'mtggnkes 1;3*2 prepared
‘subjects the classes begin at different tuncs, anP fesiors in-charge of
by “the Principal in consultation L thef f::e or for a matter of
respective departments. S0, it i8 very difion Oiablc from memory of a
fact for any-body here to give a picture of; timc have the routine, I
Medical Gollege, ~But if ‘the lion. Member wilnts ;0 ézvhim ; ;
can collect it for him, or ask the Principal to send a copy ;
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Mr. SPEAKER : He means the working hours of the College ? P

Shxi BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister, M edical) : Sir, the
students are required to be present from mornirg till late at night
according to classes and subjects.

Max. SPEAKER : [rom morning at what time ? J

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: That I cannot say, Sir.
There are both theoretical and practical classes. The work begins in |
the morning. ‘

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Lahaori zhat):  1Whether ‘
there is any arrangement for the lunch of the studenis near about the

Medical College ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir, there is no special arrange-
ment. But there are restaurants, and there can’t be any difficulty if one
has the money, he can have enough of food for him.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ( Jorhat): Sir, is it a fact that
a deputation of students waited on the Minister very recently ? If so, what
were their grievances.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir, how does that question
arise here ? This is-a new question altogether.

N i

My. SPEAKER : Mr. Mookerjee, if you can reply, you may reply.
If you cannot reply, you may say that you want notice.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI: Is there any conveyance
given to the students for attending their classes ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOORERJEE: Yes, Sir. Some facilities for
some of the students are there. This question also does not arise.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI: Who pays for it ?

Mr. SPEAKER : That question does not arise. The question is
concerned with the building programire and not for anything else.

- Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi): Why
Government is making delay in the construction of buildings ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Government is not delay-
ing. After the Iland was acquired, our architect: were asked to
prepare the model. That was prepared. Then the emcrgency period came 1
there was a lull for aliout two months. I have ulready explained in
another occasion that the architects came here and visited the site. Now,
they have bsen asked to prepare the plans and estimates for the hoste]
buildings, and after this they will prepare plan etc., for the colloge
buildings.

- F e
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o 1ng:;-i :f'ISEJ .’-'Zgl?f.V SA!I_{MA ](Ba“;';pnra:) : May I know from the
1 $ ‘hether in case of a4 fres mergeacy - consiructi r i
i i fresh emergescy, the coastruction work will

l will i?:lll:; glfii‘f%‘fg&?f?.&_}"!i] “,IJDKER; EL (Iinister, Medical) : Sir, what
e lhi‘-‘.ll ! uixc ]1‘.‘ 1 hypothetical thing. [Itis net postible to reply. But
dema-ndsywh .ﬂn_l‘.lc\&t.;‘._t‘ il Lf}ll'at be any cmergency, anc the situation so
B Sat oft '\}rft ‘1]:.'."\.; Sgc 41 rCo:lcg?»'a. but many other schemes will have to
be able t> asse rnlbl‘c: llc':lljzl-?\-{:.l.] t[‘Iat .f.m £ 1:)nal SHEmEnCYaNC IR BO8
for asser ] n for such dscussions being busy otherwise
protecting our people and mother land,

Re: Silchar Medical College
Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJE) (Katigora) asked:
*102. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to state—
(a) Has the site for Silchar Me lical College been finally selected ?
(b) 1If -0, where and waen the construction of the buildings for

\edical College would be started ?
(c) If not, why the sit¢ has not becn selcted till now ?

(d) When the Government propos: to start the Silchar Medical

College at Silchar ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister, Medical) replicd :

102. (a)—Yes.

» of building construction will

(b)—At Ghungur. The programm
f the

lbegclln after the acquisition proceedings are finalised, the possession ©
and got and plans and estimatas are approved.

(c)—Does not arise in view of (b) above.

te

m numbers of buildings sufficient :
the

(d)—As soon as the minimu ;
ff, the hospital, the Laboratorics,

iCCom‘lnodate the students, the sta
ecture theatres, etc., are available.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Sir, how
much time will be required to complete all these formalities © -

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Medical): That 1
cannot say, Sir. There are several, sore legal formalities £0 be~ observed.
The rules'are there ; the land acquisition proceedings will take its own
course; then survey of tae land will have to he made ; then the plans and
estimates will have to be prepared and approved by ‘-'hC_PUb]“-" Works
Department ; funds will have to be provided ; then tenders will have to be
called so on and so forth. Ultimately, the progress of works will depend
upon the availability of funds, materials etc.
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Shxi DUL... CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Why the Hon’ble

Minister is giving t e reply in such a zig-zag way, Sir ?
Myr. SPEAK ER : e is only explaining the procedure.

Shri TAR/FADA BHATTACHAR]JEE: Is there a Medical
College named Sichrar Medical College at Gauhati ?

Shri BAIDT ANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Medical): No, Sir,
the name of the Clo.lege is Cauhati-Silchar Medical College.

Shri PRA3 NDRA NATH SARMA (Nalbari-East): What is the

amount earmark.d for the Medical College.

Shri BAID Y ANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister, Medical): A total
amount of Rs. -5 iakhs has been allotted for the Gauhati-Silchar Medical

Colleges in the third plan period. ,1

Shri DULA . CHANDRA BARUA: How canthe Hon’ble Minister
say that no moncy has been ear-marked for the Silchar Medical College,
Sir ? {
Shyi BAIDYANATH MOOCKERJEE: No moneyhas been provided f

separately for the 'Si]c_har .\-‘chica!l College but money has been allotted
bolach for t?he Gaulia:i-Silchar Medical Colleges.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTABHARJEE (Katigora): Are not any
students taking alno rission in the Silchar Medical College ? )

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister, Medical): The i
name of the Coll:ge is Gauhati-Silchar Medical College. (laughter)

Both the Colleges are functioning together at Gauhati.

Re: Appointment of Eye-Dental Surgeons

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) asked :
%103, Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to state— F

(2) How many consulting honorary eye-Dental Surgeons haye
been appointed in the State ?

(b) Whether they are getting any allowance or remuneration ?
(c) If so, who are they ?

(d) How many of them are not getting any allowance and whe
are they ?

Shri BAID VANATH MOOKERJEL (Minister, Modical) replied;

103, (a)—Seven.

'J
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(b)=~One of them is getting conveyance allowance at Rs.200 per
mensem. ‘The question of the others are uader consideretion of Govern-

ment.
(c)—Dr. B. Dowrah, Honorary Dental Surgecn and Lecturer,

Assam Medical College Hospital, Dibrugarh.

(d)—Six. They are—

(i) Dr. G. S. Guha (Major I. M. S. retired), Honorary
Consulting  Opthalmic  Surgeon, Shillong Civil
] Hospital.
(i) Do B dss Chanda, Honorary Dental Surgeon, Shillong
Civil Hospital.
(iii) Dr. M. S. Dutta, Honorary Consulting Opthalmic Sur-
geon, Silchar Civil Hospital.
(iv) Dr. R. Choudhury, Honorary Opthalmic Surgeon,
: Silchar Civil Hospital.
(v) Dr. N. M. Guha, Honorary
Goalpara Civil Hospital.
(vi) Dr. 8. C. Das, Honorary Dentist, Tezpur.

Consulting Dental Surgeon,

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Who is
getting Rs.200 p. . as ailowance ?
Medical): Dr.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister,
Assam Medical

g- ]Dowrah, Honorary Dental Surgeon and Lecturer,
ollege Hospital, Dibrugarh.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHRJEE: Do the Go
to appoint some more Dental Surgeons ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: ;
consideration of the Government even without any rec uest bein
by the hon. Member.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : When will the question
of giving honorariums to the Dental Surgeons will be finaliced ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : As soon as we are in a position.
Goverhment are considering the question.

sernment consider

That quastion is under
g made

Mer. SPEAKER: Mr. Mookerjee, you sometimes provoke hon
Members to put unnecessary supplementaries.

: Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Mnu
some hon. Member wants to cross-examine me, Da
Provoked to give provoking reply. But 1 am always t0

ster, Medical) { When
turally Sir, I also feel

the point.

A (Gauhati): Whether there is
al College Hosp tal.

Shri BAIDYANATE MOOKERJEE (Minister, Medieal): Sir, I
have already givem out the names ot the honorary Dental Surgeons
mentioning the places.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH SARM
any Dental Surgeon in the traubati Medic
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Shri SARBEESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): Does the hon'ble
Minister proposc to appoint one in j rhat 2vil Hospital also, Sir ?

Shri BAID /ANATH MOOELRJEE (Minister, Modical): Sir, I
ghall consider th:: suggestion. )

Shri TAR/PADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Sir, whether
the term °¢‘as foon as possible’ has any limitation or it is an unending

duration ? - _ . i
Mr. SPEAXER: If you followed his reply properly, it would be i
clear that it dep«nds upon tae availability of suitable peisons, Therefore i
he says ‘as soon s possible’. i t
Re: i;upply of Water in Gaulizti Medical College ‘

Shri DEVENDRA NATE SARMA (Gauhati) asked : 1

*104. Wil the Minister-in-charge of Mcdical be pleased to state— j

{

(a) Whether it is 2 £ ct that even today proper supply of wateris
still lacking in (Gauhati Medical Coll \ge Hospital ?

(b) If so, reasons th-refor ?

{c) Waether itisa flict thot paticnts of Gauhati Medical College :
,'Ios'pltal dec no g(’t IJrf)PC[’I:jﬁi)!)iy of watcr and bﬁ‘ﬂeﬁt of
sanitary systero of lairines ?

(d) If so, what is the decision of the Government on this matter ?

Shri BAID YANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister, Medical) replied :

104, (a)—No complaint has been received by Government regarding  the
supply in the nets building. Bat supply in the old oneis insufficient.
b)—Tae old hospital buildings did not have pipes running
through or along them. : .

c)—No complaint has been received by Government regarding the
new building. In the oid buil. ing sanitary systems do not work ot F

for want of sufficient water supply. ; ‘
d)—Government hav: sanctioned an expenditure of Rs.10,000 (o

e-lines along the old;buidings and to improve the water supply.

lay pip
Shri DEVINDRA NATEl SARMA (Gauhati): Is it expected that
the laying of pipe-lines in the o d building will be complcted during this

year ? s
Shri BAIDVANATH MC)OIFERJEE (Mlinister, Medical): TIf the i
hon. Members 1aeans by ‘this year” the year 1963-64, then the answer is +

yes; but if he means 1962-63, ticn 1 am sorry, S3ir, it can not be completed.

Re: Sibsagar Tanlk
Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked ;
*3105. Will the Minister-in-charge of Publiec Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Sibsagar tank is one of the biggest
and ancient tanks in Assam ?




;
!

R

look into  the matter and advice of the deparment to
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(b) Whether it is a fact that the Sibsagar tank is the only source
of drinking water of the people of Sibsagar town ? 2

(c) Whether Government have received any representation from
the people of Sibsagar to protect the banks of the tank ? -

(d)  Whether Government is aware that due to erosion and other
defects, the waters of the tank receded abnormally this
year ? . g

(e)  Whether Government proposes to improve and protect the

tank within this year ? =
{f) If not, why not ?

"Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister, Medical) replied :

05, (a)—VYes.

(b)—Yes, but some people have other sources also.
(c)—Yes. ' -

- (d) —This does not appear to be due to erosion, but it may be
attributed to the lesser degree of rainfall in the region of Sibsagar area in
the driest months coupled with percolation and evaporation losses. The
water has receded very abnormally this year due to the reasons as stated
ahove. ‘

. (e)=—~The proposal is under consideration of Government. No
eflective measures can be taken up in a short period from the Public Health
Engineering point of view within this financial year as proper survey and
Collqmioh of various data will occupy at least three months without which
full investigation will be incomplete.  The Public Works Department has,
huwevc‘:: prepared estimates amounting to Rs.4,05,700 for Ist phase and
amountizg to Rs.4,09,700 for the 2nd phase to improve and protect the
banks and has referred the matter to Government in the Transport
Department,

(f)—Does not arise.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): Will Government consi-
der iop = pleased e e Sib:‘ﬂgﬂl' Municipality‘ to collect water
from the Dikbay River instead of from the Sibsagar Tank.

Skri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Medical): Sir, -
shall‘ R this matter with the expert of my Department, 1 I
no difficulty thar may he done. :

. Mr. SPEAKER: His point is that water supply should -be from the
Tiver itself and not from the tank.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOCKERJEE (Minister, Medical): Lusha s

do the needful if

there is no reasonahle obstacle. :
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): vilacins
mellmt considey the question of clearing under-ground spring O the g
tank ? :

Mr. SPEAKER : That has-already been replied.

. Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA: Whether the work will commence
during the year, i.c., 1963-64 ? -
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Medieal): Yes,

8ir. That is an intention.

Re: Supply of C. 1. Sheets in Dhubri Subdivision
Shri ZAHIRUL ISLAM (Mankachar) asked: |
®166. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to state—

(a) The quantity of C. I. Sheets distributed Auchalik Panchl}'at
wise from April, 1962 till today under Dhubri Subdivision 2

(b) Whether any quota of C. I. Sheets has besn distrib "
during the period by the Supply Advisory Board, Dhubyj ; S

(c) If mot, whynot?
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replizd:

196. (a)—The quaniitics of C. I. Sheets distributed Anchalik Panchayaq
wise are as follows— JRU

1. Golakganj o 67 bu

& Basimann e 193 Ddles,
3, Chapar 5 o 51 2

4. Mankachar - . 82 :’

5. Agomani 94 ”'

6. South Salmara ... i 118 3’

7. Gouripur .. i st 87 ’:

(bY—No, but in a meeting of the Supply Advisory Board in My
1962, the allotment as indicated in reply (@) above was made. argh

(¢) —A small quantity of about 22 tons of C. I. Sheets was rega. !
during the period and because the quota was 00 small, a meeting o “’fd
the

Supply Advisory Board was not convened.

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): May Iknoy, ¢
the hon’ble Minister whether there is any prospect of . I.sheets COmi o
this year ? thg

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): [ have
repeatedly telling the hon. Members of this House that no new aliotuh=llt ten
been made this time, not only to this States but to other States of Ill}:ji‘“ ‘
also. : ' la

My. SPEAKER : What about the arrear quota. E
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): To that
1 replied in course of answering supplementaries. I have not the g 8{:}::

with me, Sir, at this moment, that may be a huge one.
oy ..J
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Re: Need of qualified Overseers

k ;
} Shri MAHADEB DAS (Bhabanipur) Reserved for Scheduled
@astes) asked: ‘

_"‘107. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Department (R. & B.
Wing) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that there is need of qualified Overseers
in the Public Works Department ?

(b) If so, whether Governsient propose to train up the Grade III
3 Overseers ?
(c) If not, why not ?
i Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Minister of State, P. W.D.)

replied :
107. (a)—Yes.
(b)—The matter iz under consideration of Government.

(¢c)—Does not arise.

Re: Deficit System of Grants to Schools

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked:

*108. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the deficit system of grants to the
schools creates more complicacies to the schools as well as to
the Government for which regular anomalies occur and for
which teachers are deprived of getting their pay regularly ?

(b)  Whether Government will consider to pay a fixed grant
monthly as was done previously and the amount found short
or excess be adjusted quarterly or half-yearly ?

Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Education) replied :

103. (a)—No.

rate is sanctioned first for 3

{b)—Grant at the previous year’s 1 3
de at the time of sanctiorn lof

E;hmc) months. Necessary adjustment is ma 1
¢ remaining 9 (nine) months after calculation of deficit.

The printed reply at (a) should be substituted as follows:

(a)—Not to our knowlege.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra):
mnon-receipt of order for the first three months, the teac

Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Education): Thatisa
matter which is difficult for me to say. It may be that there may be somie
difficulties about payment, but in any case this is a matter which has been
referred te the Secondary Education Enquiry Committee,

Is it a fact that due to
hers were half-fed ?



1314 . QUESTIONS [30th Mar., °

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): Is the
Minister aware of the fact that in some schools the teachers are not J
getting their pay in timc because of some irregularity in giving the '
Deficit System Grants specially when new appointments are made with

the approval of the Inspector concerned ?

Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Education): I am |
told. Sir, what happens if a teacher is appvuinted in the middle of the -
Session, then there is some difficulty in calculation because calculation ig
mostly based from the previous year. This is @ hiatus which has occasionally
to be remedied. :

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKTA: Isita fact that generally the order
is issued in the month of July for the first quarter ?

Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH: 1 will find it out, Sir. 3

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): Is the Minister
aware that in certain schools this deficit grant is in arrear {rom 1960 B i

Shri DEV KANT BORCGOAH : It may be, Sir.

Re: Soil Conservation Scheme at Lumshnong-Narpuh Forestg
Shri ENOWELL POHSHNA [ Jowai sex've
Tribes)] asked : = e SehedaiSd
*109. Will the Minister-in-charge of Soil Conservation be pleased ¢,
state-— g 9
What i1s the amount so far spent for Soil Conservation Sche
Lumshnong-Narpuh Forest of Jowai Subdivision ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON (Minister, T. A, D.) replied ;

me at

109.—The amount spent so far for Soil Conservation Scl

z L 1€
Lumshnong of Jowai Subdivision was Rs.51,731°60 nP. LY

Shri ENOWELL POHSHNA [Jowai (Reserved for Sck ‘
Tribes)]: May I know from the hon’ble Minister whether he intends ‘:gt:,l- .
the area in order to find out what improvment has been made in tmt
scheme ? \ hq

- Shri CHATRASING TERON (Minister, T.AD.); That, of couy 1
I may do, but it will be diflicult to assure him now., )

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS ' :
; ; Re: Purchase of Paddy by Rice-MiHs
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpun) asked :

106. Will the Minister of Supply be pleased to state— Rt
(@) Whether the rice mills were allowed to purchase paddy frog, -

open market during the year 1961-62 ?-
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(b) What was the total amount of paddy supplied to the rice mills
of the State from Government stock procured by th
Government during the year 1961-62 ?

(ci What is the total amount of paddy supplied to the rice mills by
the Government during the year 1962-63 irom the Govern-
ment stock ?

(d) What was the total amount of paddy allotted to the rice mills
of Kamrup during the year 1961-62 ?

(¢) What is the total amount of paddy supplied to the rice mills of
Kamrup during the year 1962-63 ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replied:

106. (a)—The millers were not allowed to purchase winter paddy but
they were permitted to purchase side by side with Clo-operatives, Ahu paddy=
11Pt9_30t11 November 1962 because the Co-operatives alone were not in a
P”Sltlfi” to purchase the entire marketable surplus of Ahu paddy during the
year 1962,

(b)~~70,873'537 tonnes during the Khariff year 1961-62.

(c) —7,703-101 tonnes uplo 12¢h March, 1963.
 (d)—14,179-190 tonnes from Government buffer stocks. 22,973-811
tonnes [rom Co-operatives’ stocks.

Government buffer stock upto 13th

(e)—826-635 tonnes ifrom B

i\’éat;rsch, 1963. 98639 tonnes from Co-operatives’ stocks upio 13t
Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): In reply to
(b) the Minister has stated that 70,873:537 tonnes of pf!clc.ly have been
supplied to she rice mills duricg the year 1961-62, and again m replx to (c)
he has stated that 7,703.101 tonnes have been issued to the mce_mllls by
the Government from  their stock upto 12th March, 1963. Thatis practi-
cally the end of the year. Am I to understand that the mills have not been
supplied with adequatz quantity of paddy for milling ?

The allotment

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minisiexr, Supply):
It depends

cannot be adequate to meet the demands of the existing mills.
on the availability of paddy and also procurement. d

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): The_ other day,
the hon, Minister stated that the mills have not faced any crisis now and
to day he says that this year...co...ceoueeesss

Mr. SPEAKER : He feels it is sufficient. s

_Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Then as regards “‘millers

were not allowed to purchase” paddy during “the last year, whether this year
also the millers have been allowed to purchase paddy from the ma_trket ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) : The millers were
allowed only to purchase Ahu paddy from the market, nmow winter paddy.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Whether the Minister is
aware that even now rice is selling at Rs.30 per maund at Rangiya .?

Myr. SPEAKER: How can hesay it just now ?
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SI{r{RU}’NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): I will have to
ascertain it, Sir.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Then, Sir, is it a fact that
the people in these areas are living with one meal a day 3” 3

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): That may be so
Sir, in deficit areas where there was flood dainage or erosion. :

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpuar): Will Govern-
ment be pleased to take immediate steps to make rice available in such
deficit arcas !

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : That is being done, Sir. Whenever
there is such scarcity necessary steps are taken at once to supply rice.

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari): Sir, there is scarcity at
Tarabari. If what the Minister has stated is true, may I kno\;; from the
hon’ble Minister what steps the Government have taken to supply paddy at
Tarabari ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : We have been issuing instructions from
time to time to the local officers to report at once where thereis any
As soon as we get the report we issue instructions to take steps to

supply rice and paddy to those areas,
Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED : Are the Government aware that

Government failed to supply paddy in that area ?
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I have not received any such report,

scarcity.

Sir.
Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): At Jorhat, rice is
selling at Rs.27 per maund. What steps Government have taken to lower

down the price of rice ? . .
Mr. SPEAKER : The question is regarding Kamrup District.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria): The Minister has replied
revious question that our total requirement is 13 lakh and odd tons.
duction this year is 15 lakh and odd tons and thus there is a surplus
In that case, why are these restrictions ?

inap
The pro
of 2 lakh tons.
Myr. SPEAKER : Hec has already cxplained it in his reply.

Re: FEx-Supply Service Personnel .

Shri HARENDRA NATH TALUKDAR (Rampur) asked :
107. Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state—
(a) When the Supply Depariment was made permanent ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the persons leaving the Supply Depart-
ment in between 1st October, 1956 and 31st August, 1959
will be treated as ZZx-Supply service personunel ?

(c) Whether there are persons who left after this period have been
made permanent ?

(d) If so, whether they left the department with lien or with any
order from the Government ?

(¢) If not, how they are made permanent ?
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(f) Who are those personnel ?

(g) Their names with—(i) Date of joining, Date of leaving the
department, (ii) Pay in other department before made
permanent, and (iii) Pay fixed in time of making permanent?

(h) Whether their arrear pay has been paid ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replied :
107. (a)—In 1959, the Supply Department was declared permanent with
effect from Ist October, 1956.

(b)—Yes, persons leaving the Supplv De
October, 1956 and 18th August, 1959 will be treated as :
personnel provided they completed 5 years continuous service
Department on or before 1st October, 1956.

partment in between lIst
Ex-Supply Service
in Supply

c)—None among those who left the Supply Department after

(
18th August 1959 has been made permanent.
(d) to (h)—Do not arise.

Re. Failure of crops in Kamiup District

.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :

108. Will the Minister of Supply be pleased to state-—

(a) Whether Government is aware that there has been large scale
fajlure of Ahu and Sali crops in Kamrup District special-
ly in the Gauhati Subdivision due to flood and drought

this vear ?
(b) Whether Government is aware that paddy is being sold even

in January at Rs.13 to Rs.14 per maund in the villages of
Kamalpur, Hazo and Rangiya arcas this year ?

(c) Whether Government is aware that due to restriction of
movement of paddy genuine CONSUIMETS whose crops
totally failed have been subjected to great hardships for

purchasing paddy ?

(4) Whether it js a fact that persons who collected paddy in lieu
of their wages for manual labour have not been allowed
to bring their paddy to their homes and thereby they have

to suffer immease difficultics in some areas of Kamrup

District ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to establish godowns in every
. mauza for supply of paddy to the consumers in the flood,

affected arcas ?

(I') What steps Government have taken to avert the impending
famine in these arcas during the lean months ?
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replied : )
108 (a)—Yes.

(b)—According to rcport reccived paddy was not being sold at
Rs.13 to Rs.14 per maund.

(c)—Itis not a fact that the general consumers _have been
subjected to great hardships duc (o movement restrictions. There is no
movement resiriction on rice and I\;u'(’: within ihe (““U'I.(ff upto a lil’nit
of 3:73 quintals which a person can purchase and move for. his own Cone
sumption without a movement permit  urder the Assam Toodgraing
(Licensing and Control) Order, 196],

(d)-——Yes, a few such cases were reccived and necessary action
was taken after duc enquiry cn the merit of each case,
(e)— No.

(f )—With a view to avoid scarcity resulting in a famine condi-
tion in any part of thess flood aflected areas, Government is building |
up a reserve stock of paddy by means ofinternal precurement in Kamrup
District and also a reserve stock of rice by obtaining from Central
Government which will be released during lean months through Fair
Price Shops at controlled r"IL[C. Arf:angumgnts for opening more fair price
sheps in these areas 1?"‘ -'*-“PP{Y ol rice from the mnearest Goveinment
godowns have also been made. Lca}des, _rice is  also being distributed
through approved wholesalers anq‘ retailers in these arecs. Strigt vigilance
is exercised by local supply stafi’ and the Price Vigilance Commituees,

Re: Licences for hullers in the Mangaldai Subdivision
Shri DANDI RAM DUTTA (Kalaigaon) asked:

109. Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state— :
(a) The total number of licences issucd for hullers in the
Subdivision since the date of enforcement of Control Ordar
with the lecation and the date of granting the licences ?
(b) Whether Government is aware that some of the hullers in 4
the State are still functioning without licence ?
(c) If so, the number of such hullers in the State ?
Subdivision-wise).

Mangaldai

(to be shown

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replied :

109 (a)—Six, as per statement below :—

iSerial Nemie of huiler:mnill Location Date on which licence
N<;, e e 4" was issued
M/S. Sandik Rice Mi angaldai sus, LBE
2 Sh{"i Kshitish Ch. Mandal ... Mangaldai Town -Ithlwl EEC'-’ }lggg
s Bt o1 Baha ... Xharupetia Ghat 16th Fel, ¢ 1961 ;
4 Shri Rashik Ch. Sarkar ...  Kharupstia <o 23rd Apl.’ 1962,
SR ST ran Paddy. .. Kopati ... 13th July 1962.
Husking Mill.
G Shis Gadadhar Saha ... Kbarupetia Town 21st Nov., 1962.
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(b) & (c)—Report has been called for from the District Officers on
whether unlicensed millers are still in illegal operation, and if so, to take
action agair st the millers under the provisions of the Rice Milling Industry
(Regulation) Act, 1958. The reports are awaited.

Re: Primary Health Unit for South Karimganj
Shri ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY (Karimganj-South) asked :
110. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to state

(2) Whether it is a fact that Government announced in the last
August, 1962 session of the Legislative Assembly that setting
up a Primary Health Unit will be considered in right carnest
for South Karimganj ?

(b) If so, when the proposed wor
preliminaries in respect of the site plan,
or finalised ?

rephs‘é'ri BA{DYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister-in-charge, Medical)

ed:

will 11)10. (a_ —Government only stated that the claim of South Karimganj
€ considered along with those of others.

k will be started and whether all
etc., have been made

Eriai é?’)“-NiIa111bazar has already been approved for location of a
i ;Y lealth Unit in the South Karimganj Panchayat area. Plans and
e ates have not been drawn up as sufficient suitable land has not been

ade availzble free of cost. As soon as land is arranged, P.W.D. will frame

1 T : .
Plans and estipiates and sanction will follow. £

Re Exgavm‘:ion of a link channel from the river Jamuna foz
supply of water to Hojai

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding) asked:

Pleasiglli‘-. ";‘:zltet_he Minister-in-charge (Flood Control and Irrigation) be

(a) What is the progress so far made in the work of ‘Excavating a

link Chaxnnel’ from the River Jamuna for supplying water to

Hojai and adjoining areas for irrigation and other purposcs

under itern No.16 of page 6 of Revenue Expenditure
XXXV-—Irrigation and Navigation, etc., for 1962-63 ?

(b) How much of the amount so far been spent and for what work

out of Rs.20,000 earmarked for Jamuna Project under

item No. 2 in page 14 of Revenue Expenditure
XXX V—Irrigation and Navigation, etc., for 1962-63 ?

(c¢) How much of the amount from Rs.50,000 so far spent for the
ian Channel from Kumrakata village

im t of '
provement o Jugljder item No.40 of page 16 of Revenue

to Railway Bridge un A
Expgndims:.c X)ng._lrrigation and Navigation, etc., for

1962-63 ?



1320 QUESTIONS . [30th Mar
"y

(d) \‘Vhflt is the progress so far been made in Saxﬁboria-BardoI
Excavation Scheme in Lanka Mouza ? e

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Mini
trol and Irrigation Wing, P. W. D.) replied: (Minister; Hegits
111. (a)—"The woik has been practically completed.

{b)—Rupees 15,117 had been s E o

. . _ : spent upto 28th Febr

carrying f)flt_dctz::]cd survey for the Weir and Canal u[irrn)ml:::"ty, 81963 o
other preliminary works. s

(c)—Rupees 33,673 has been spent so far.
/d)—No such scheme has been taken up.

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): May I kn
it the. hol:l.’hlf'f .-\lnns_zcr from which | oint of the ri\-(:r:]qmm?a the 0";
channel is being excavated and through which villages it pass;:s and whc:?it

meets at Hojai ?

Shri- MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Mini ;
I think, Sir, the hon. Member who puts the qucs(tin;lxn:[s]?iﬁilirglncu%b“e):
Has he been briefed by some body else (A voice from Ath O OWsapeutiLl
«Jt is an objectionable remark?®, ; € Oppositioniside;

Mzr. SPEAKER: It is not proper to say like thi
his own reply. ! y bike this. - He can express

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Luwmndi : Si
tion is from what particular village on the bank {of' :;‘:e lxlilvggr‘thzlf"rlkm)l; i
has starred and through which villages it passes, i

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: T cannot say off hang
Re: The post of Assistant Director . of Public Iastruction
Shri CHANOO KHERIA (Moxrongi) asked :

112. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Since when the post of Assistant Director of Public Inst
tion of Assam is lying vacant and reasons thcreof;,_ruc.

(b) Whether Government will fill this post early in public i :
and to give scope to suitable officers of this dgpartm:;:]ttel;est

Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Education) replied.

_ 1192, (a)..,sincc Ist June 1962, consequent on i ;
Borua to her original post of officiati ool R
= iy g P iating  Professor of Cotton Gollcge,.

(b)—Necessary steps have already b
by a sujtable officer of the Dcpartment.y cen ‘taken to fill up the Post

L e T
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Re: Application for Poor Student Scholaxship
Shri ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY (Karimganj-South) asked:

113. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government has received any application from
Hussain Ahmed Choudhuryof Karimganj College for poor
student scholarship in August and September of 1962 »

(b) Whether his application has been forwarded by the Principal
of the College ? ;

() Whether M. L. A. of the area strongly recommended his
application ?

(d) If so, whether Government propose to consider his case ?

(¢) Whether he enclosed the marksheet of Intermediate Exami-
nation with his application ?

Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Education) replied :
Al 113. (a)—~Yes. Two applications had been received from Md. Hussain
imed Choudhury of Karimganj College.

(b)=~Yes. One application has been forwarded by the Principal

of the Karimganj College.

(c)—Yes.
(d)—The matter is under consideration of Government.
(e)—Yes.

Re: The emporium at Calcutta

Dr. GHANASHYAM ~ DAS [North Salmara (Reserved for

Scheduled Castes)]| asked:

tries be pleased to state—

114, Will the Minister-in-charge of Indus )
utta by this Govern-

(a) When the emporium was started at Gale
ment ?

(b) What is the amount invested for this ? _

(€) What amount of profit earned by this emporium during the

last three years ?

Shii KAMAKEYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister for Industrics)

replied :
114, (a)—The emporium at Galcutta was started by the State Govern=

ment in the year 1955-56.

been invested in the form

(b) —An amount of Rs.3,75,153°00 has . e for
Emporium since 1ts

of stock, furniture and fixtures in the Ualcutta

inception till 31st March, 1962.
(c)icln vhe yea;* 1959:60, it carned a proﬁg of Rs.7,128:74 nP
but sustained loss of Rs.54,177-00 and Rs.12,922:00 during the year 1960-61

and 1961-62 respectively.
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Shri GHANASYAM DAS [North Salmara (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)]: 92 % 3v3s 2317 EiFsT {37 200?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Mlinister,
Industries): 4% ¥ 323 GRSl a7 24w Fwd 25 emporium
sforga 7 44<) 3Ea @77 T sl @fs f s g |

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR_]'EE (Katigora) 73
1T Fo Ats zealgE P

Shri KAMAJK_HYA PRASAD TRIPATRI: 741 39Hats
57 92 | ©49 emporium {5 Russel Street « {53 ¢o1B1 interior &R
cngersit a4s1 Hall and Anderson building « @ zas |

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): «% sy
A qi9q Tl AR T 9@ stow g

Shri KAMIAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : 93 @Fw
PR AT FITC: 0 T AR | A9 TwI AT 27 69,598 59
RS A9 =TT 20 33,532 T G W wmAS catesty qza A0 W
FF 9T | AfSrE vod ImIT AT A atm F@T eF 29

Re: Emporia of the State

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North-Salmara (Reserved for

Scheduled Castes)] asked :
415. Will the Minister-in-charge of Industries e pleased to state—

(2) How many emporia have been opened in this State till
now

(b) Whether all the emporia have been able to carn profit ?

(¢) How many of them have become losing concern ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister fo Industries) [

replied :
115. (a)—So far 30 emporia have been opened in different parts of

the State.
(b)—All the emporia have not been able (o earn profit.

(cj-—About 12 emporia are losing concerns from the commexcia]
point of view.

[]

Re: Primary Education in gardem Schools
Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

116. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state—
(2) Whetker it is a fact that under the Assam Plantation Labour
Rules framed under the Plantation Act, 1951 only werkerg
children are entitled to primary education in garden Schools p

.
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the children in the neighb
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(b\ The nurber of surplus Inbour residing in tea plantations ?

(c) Whether Governmient will enquire intc the matter contained in
the letters dated the 22nd December, 1962 No.G/5—279—62,
dated the 2nd May 1962 fron the Manager, Sepon T. E. to
the School Master, Sepon T. E. copies to Senon garden
units or ACKS & ACMS ?

() Whether Governiment propose to
tion to the children of persons reui
garden areas in the tea garden Schools'?

take steps for imparting educa-
ding in and around tea

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister for Labour)

replied:

. 116. (a)—Yes. The provisions relating to ed:iication under the Planta-
tions Labour Act are applicable anly to children of syworkers” as delined
in the Act. :

. . {b)—According to the sample survey con Jucted by the Director op
Statistics in 1958, the number of unemployed labourers in tea gardens in
Assam is little over 66,000.

(c) —The letter under reference has not been received by .Govcrn-
mwent. This has been zalled for, on receipt of which necessary eaquiry will
be made in the wmatter. e

: (d)—Government have already decided to (‘xl.uud fucilities  for
Primary education to plantation areas by stages wiich will benefit ‘children
of all persons residing in tea garden areas irrespective of the fact whether
they are tea garden workers or not.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): Sir, withregard to reply
(d), may I know from the hon’ble Minister how leng it will take to take over

all the primary schools of the tea gardens of Assam ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Industries) :
The whole problem  has been redoubled by the great difference
salary structure of teachers, Under the privaie secior the flatlary struc-
ture is far higher than that of the Government Department. herefore, it
has not been possible to take over the schools without reducing the salary
structure to which my Hon. friend could not agree. 5o, We have adopted a
phased programme starting from Cashar with a scale which is comparable
to structure where the diflerence is high.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA: What will be the fate of the children
of those other than the tea garden workers who are not permitted to read
in the garden schools ? :

Shei KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: I agrec that this action o
the tea garden manager has been improper. Although legally we cannot
hold him responsible  under the Act, we thiok he 18 morally responlil-
ble for not permitting the other children staying in the garden to go to the
garden school. ~ <

Shyri OCAH Minister Education) : I may add
that we Ilazﬂgkgﬁljjlj‘;hg?n]iger with (the tea garden manageme nt to allow
ourhood to go to the garden schools.and the
I:hilgren of the garden workers to g0 to other schools in the neighbour-
hood.
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Re: Supply of bone-meal

Shri ENOWELL POHSHNA [Jowai (Reserved for Scheduled

Tribes)] asked :
117. Will the Minis er-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) What is the total amount of subsidy granted to the cultivators
of Unite 1 Khasi and Jaintia Hills in respect of supply of bone-
me=al at subsidised rate for the year 1960-631, 1961-62 ?

(b) What is the total amount carmarked for the year 1962-63 ?

(c) What is the principle adopted by Government in respéct* of
supply 2f hone-meal for the year 1962-63 ? .

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister of Agriculture):
replied :

117. (a)—1960-61 Rs.37,876°50 np.

1961-62 Rs.21,29775 np.
(b) . Normal Scheines cee Rs. ?,500'00
Emergency Scheme Rs.35,000:00
Total il Ri.42,500100:

inciple adopted is to supply the bonemeal at 25 per cent
genuine cultivators in proportion to their needs depend-
{ stock.

(c)—The pr
subsidised rate to the

ing on the availability o
Shri ENO‘WELL POHSHNA : Sir, is there any control in  the sale
of bone-meal ?

Shyri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture):
I think there is no concrol about selling fertiliser. Anybody can sell it.
t is concerned, we helped the Assam Apex Market-

But, so far as Governmen ! : .
ing Soticty in 1961-62 and they issued bone-meal in the K., and J. Hills.

Re: Test relief work
Shyi DANDI RAM DUTTA (Kalaigaon) asked :
118. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased tr; state—
(2) Whether it is a fact that the Minister, Revenue: visited the:

Burhinagar area in the Mangaldai subdivision in conneetion:
with flood during last June, 1962 ? SEMORE
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(b) Whether it is a fact that the people of 3Burhinagar area sufs=
mitted a representation to reconstruct the erabankment of
the river Nonai near village Bhakatpa-a which was breached
by the high flood causing heavy carages to paddy and
paddy fields of about thirty villages of Mangaldai subdivi-
sion ?

(c; Whether it is a fact that the Honourable Minister asked the
people of that locality to close the said bridge of the ecm-
bankment on test relief basis and assu-ed the people to Pay

- the cost of the work ?

(1) Whether the Government is aware that the people of that area
completed the work according to the advice of the Embank-
ment and Drainage Department as desired by the Honour-

able Minister ?

(¢) Whether it ‘is a fact that uptill now the villagers have not yet
received the amount of money for tae work done by them

inspite of several representations ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Minister of State, Revenue) replied :

118. (a)—VYes.
(b)—Yes.
(c)—Yes.
(d) --Yes.

(C)——'A sum of Rs.2;000 has since been allotted by the Subdivisional

Officer, Manzaldoi to the Block Development Cfiicer, Khairabari for 'dis-
bursement to the persons who completed the Scheme on Test Relief basis.

b4

Re: T.B. and Cancer in Karimganj Subdivision

Shri RATHINDRA NATH SEN (Katimganj-North) asked *

119, Will the Minister of Medical be Pled
is aware ol the rapid increase. of it B
in Karimganj Subdivision ?

sed to state—

(a) Whether Governmernt
and Cancer cases

overnment propose to take to save

(b) What effective steps the G S
nfectious T. B. discase ?

the society from this i

(¢) Whether Governracnt will take up construction of a fairly

large T. B. Clinic in Karimganj near Puamara village where
the State Government ‘has lands of its own suitable . for _su§:h
d swmall T. B. Ward 1n

Clinic and the already constructe :
Karimganj Civil Hospital transformed as an extension  ©
‘Karimganj Civil Hospital ? ; ; -
are that Karimganj Givi]-._oﬁos‘pital

(d) -Whether Government is aw (
g for short of staff since a pretty

has been greatly sufferin
long time P
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(c¢) Whether Government is aware thit the number of Out-door
patients i+ 400 per cent more than it was even in the
year 1959 ?

(f ) Whether Government is aware thit alony with the increase of
T. B. and other various diseascd the X.Ray Department of
Karimganj Civil Hospiral too has become heavily operative
but without a Radiographer ?

(g) Whether Government is aware that the compounding assistants
are also too lt-ss_; in compari:on to the rush of daily patients
for dispensing ? .

(h) Whether Government is aware that it is ro longer possible for

the existing Physicians in that Hospit. | to cope with even
50 per ccr.t ol the pressure of patients ?

(i) Whether Government proposs to increase the staff of Karimganj

Civil “1.;:; pital in all sphere, 7. e., Doctor, Nurses, Radiogra-
pher, Compounders and other fourth grade employees ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE {Mlnisten'-in-charge, Medical)
replied :

119. (2)—Yes.
(b)—(i) A T. B. Clinic with 2n indoor ward attached to the Givil
Hospital, K.arimganj has oeen established.

(ii) Mass B. C. G. vaccination is being continued in wide

le.
e (c) —No.

(d)—Yes.

\__There has b:en a steady increase due to conversion of the

e a -
Hospital in)to a referred I—Iosp_;tul.

fact that the X-Ray Plant is heavily engaged. But no

—Itisa :
(f)—It 1s for want of a Radiographer.

difficulty is experiencet

(g)—Not too css. But Government are tryir.g to post another,

— Tt is not thzt 50 per cent of the patients go unattended. All

h)
\= ended to but the Doctors are over-worked.

are being a:t
i) —Yes, the proposal is under active considcration for additional

staff of Doctors, Nurses and Pharmacists.
Shri TARAPADA EHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Sir, do the

@overnment consider it nzcessary to hoid a survey for finding out figures of
incidence of T. B. and Cancer diseases throughout the State?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Not t praesent, Sir.
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Re: Tssue of Licence for Private Doctors

Shri AlIDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY (Karimganj-South) asked:
120. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to state—

(a) How many licenses were issued by the Government for private
doctors in 1960-61 and in 1961-62 ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that those who have no license are uot

2
ke steps against these private

2llowed to practise !
(c) Whetter Government propose to ta ity :

medical practitioners who are practising as a physician without
license ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE
Medical) replied -

(Ministex-in-charge of

: 120. (a)—Nil. Government do not issue any license to doctors for
Private practise.

(b)—-N o.

(c)—Does not arise-

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : Sir, what is the reason for
not 1ssuing linense to private doctors ?

Shri BAIDVANATH MOOKERJEE: I think my Hon. friend _is
making a confusinp in the matter. Issue of license and registration

are quite different things. There is a procudure for registration of
doctors which fact it app;cars is not known to my Hon. friend. From
the reply it is quite clear that we do not issue any license, no do we

register.

Re: High price of Rice at Gauhati
Shri SARAT CHHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked :

121. Will the Minister of Supply be pleased to state—
ven the coarse rice is

(a) Whether Government is aware that e é
d at Gauhati ?

sclling at Rs, 28 to Rs. 30 per maun

ment have taken for stabilising  the prices of

(b) What steps Govern
: d in the district of Kamrup ?

rice at Gauhati an
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replied :
sellserg at

121. (a)—-According to the report received coarse rice is not
Rs.28 to Rs, 30 per maund at Gauhati.

- (b)—The Government have taken the following steps to _ltabiﬁsc the
pries of rice at Gauhati and in the District of Kamrup.



-
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(1) A bufler stock of paddy is being built up by means of internal
procurement,

: (ii) A reserve stock of rice is also  being built up by obtaining rice
from the Central Government,

(iii) Appointment of  Approved Retailers and more Fair Price
Shops has been made for disiribution of rice.

through wholesalers and arrangements for rélease of rice from Government
buffer stock have been macd= for distribution 1}\1-()“.._;-}1 Fair Price Shops.

(v) Strict vigilance is being exercised by Local Supply staff and
the Price Vigilance Committees which have aiready been formed  in diffes
rent areas of the District for ke -ping watch over market prices and giving
guidance to the retailers. :

(iv) Adcquate supply of rice to the open market has been arranged 1
)
1

(vi) Check gates have been  set up at important  places .o, guard
against possible unauthorised purchases and movements of rice Toriain
dietrict to outside.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Golakganj): Sir, at what price
rice is selling at Gauhati ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) : According to the
report the present market price of rice of Sali and Arua selling at
Gauhati is from Rs.22:50 nP to 2350 nP. per maund respectively.

Re: Determination of Merit of Government Employees

Shri ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY (Karimganj-South) asked.

122. Will the Minister of Supply be pleased o "ot
(a) How merit of Government employees are determined ?

(b) What is the process of recognising merit, etc., for promotion
of an employee to the higher post in the Department
in which omne serves ? ;

(¢) Whether the award like Jﬁmgi—lnam, mentioned in Despatches
come under the purview ol meri¢ ? ARG

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replied: - +) 1°

122. (a)—Merit of a Government employee is C;fctcrmincd on theld

i i isis
of the record of his service.
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.. (b)—Fur purposes of promotion, merit is assessed either by the
appointing authority or by a Selection Board according to Service Rules
and in certain cases this is subject to the approval of the Assam Public
Service Commission.

’ (c)—For purposes of promotion, such awards are not taken
Into  consideration. '

Re: Allotment of C. I. Sheets
Shri DAMDI RAM DATTA (Kalaigaon) asked :
123. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to state—

(a) What quantity of C. I. Sheet was allotted to each Subdivi-
sion during the years 1961 and 1962 ?

(b) What basis the C.I. Sheet has been aliotted to each Sub-
division ?
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply) replied:
cach Subdivision

123, (a)—A siatement showing the allotment to
during 1961-62 is placed on the library table.

; (b)-—C. I. Sheets are allotted on the basis of po‘pulﬂti?ﬂ 'anccll
importance of the area and on the availability of total quota reccive
lrom Government of India.

Re: Average income of Gaon Panchayat

Shri MOHMANANDA BORA (Bihpuria) asked:
124. Will the Minister of Community Development and Panchayat be
| lcased to state-—
(a) Whether Government have ﬁgures of aver
Panchayat in each Subdivision ?

age income of a Gacn

: . :penditure
(6) It so, whatis the average income and average expc

Subdivision-wise ? : he
(6) Whether Government is aware that the c:stalbIlsl:m_lw‘:l‘ltf otf;lt)lic
Gaon Sabhas ' is a-heavy and unnecessary drain ol P
money ? ith
() WhetherYGovernment is aware that some Gaon Séi-bhas,') Wl
very poor income cannot maintain even the Secretary
isi for
(¢) Whether Government have made some sort of provision
such G4on Sabhas ?
Shri' DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Minister, in-charge
cof Community Development and ‘Panchayats) replied :

124. (a) —Subdivision-wise ligures are not available and have heen
called for. ;
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(6)—Does not arise in view of reply to (a) above.
(¢)—No.

(d)—Yes, and in t}‘lat case there is provisions for maintenance of a
Secretary by two or more Gaon Panchavats,

(e)—Yes, and with a view to avoid disparity of Goan Panchaya,
income procedure for distribution of hat revenue has been changed
Moreover, the share of land revenue tor Gaon Panchayat has been increaseq
from 15 per cent to 23 per cent.

Re: Goan Sabhas for Forest Villages l

Shxi MATHIUS TUDU (Gossaigaon) asked : 1

125. Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Development (Pancha-
yat) be pleased to statc— g
(a) Whether any decision has been taken by the Government to
establish Gaon Sabha for the Forest Villages ?
(b) If not, what step Government have taken to extend Panchayaii
Raj in the Forest Villages of the State ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Minister,

in-ch
of Community Development and Panchayats) ceplicdt in-charge

125. (a)—Yes.
{b)—Does not arise in view of reply ta (a).
Re: Abolition of the Local Boaxds
Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi; asked:
126. Will the Minister-in-charge of Panchayat, be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that after the abolition of Local Board the
charge of tht:. oﬂ'—icc and officers of the same were taken over
by the Subdivisional Officers and Deputy Commissioners p

(b) Whether itis a fact_ that the services of these olficers were trans-
ferred to Anchalik Panchayat and Mohkuma Parishads

(c) Whether it is a fact that these officers used to get incremag.
and had the facilities of Provident Fund in Local Board
Services ?

(d) Whether thesc officers have been given the same facilities of
increment and Provident Fund, now scrving in  Anchalik
Panchayats and Mohkuma Parishads

¢) Whether pay and other facilities are equzl j all A y
= Panchayats and Molhkuma Parishadsq? i nchalik
(f) Whether their services are transferable ?

(g) If so, who is the authority for their transfer ?

e e
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Shri DEVEN DRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Minister, Pancha-
yat and Commus:ity Developraent) repliec :

126. (a)—Consequent on the abolition of the Lozal Boards, Deputy

Commissioners/Subdivisi »nal Officers were entrusted under section 165(1)

of the Assam Panchayat Act, as amended with the dutics and powers of the
ious Panchayats by order of

Local Boards till these were assigned to the var
the State  Government. There upon the Deputy Commissioners/Subdivi-
sional Officers took over the offices of the d efunct Local Boards from the date
of abolition.

As contemplated under saction 163 of the
LOCfll Boards were absorbed in various Government
Mohkuma Parishads and the rest were made available to the

chayats for absorption.

Tl (b)—The question of transfer does not arise. After absorption in
different Government Departments and Mohkuma Parishads, the remaining
employces were olfered to Anchalik Panchayat for appuintment.

Act, suitable employces of the
Depar:ments and in
Anchalik Pan-

: (c) ==The employees under the defunct Local Boards used to .get
their usual increments in their respective scales of pay. But as the Local
only those employees who

Board, Provident Fund was not compulscry,

contributed to it got bencfit from such fund. ) .
(d,—Yes, so far as employees absorbed urder Mohkuma Parishad

are concerned. Those absorbed under Anchalik Panchayats are getting
increments but not the benefit ol Contributory Provident Fund as the Ancha-
lik Panchayats have not yet initiated the said Fund.

(e)—Yes.
(f )}-—-Generally their services are not tra

(g)—~Docs not arise.

nsferable.

Re: Mohkuma Parishad Development Committee

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria) asked:
127. Will the Minister of Community Development and ‘Panchayats

be pleased to state— ¢ C
(2) Whether there are Mohkuma Iarishad, Dc_Vf_ﬂ?Pm':nt fﬁon:’t-
mittee and Development Branch of Subdivisional Officer’s

Office in each Subdivision ?

(b) Whether Government is aware that the Mohkuma Parishad ];.‘_I
given a separate staff by the Deputy Comm.lzxw_:oner ar Sub
divisional Officer and the Decputy Commissioner or oub-

divisiona! Officer has a separate Development Branch tag-
ged to the Mohkuma Parishad Office ? ‘

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Minister, Ceoma-

munity Development and Panchayats) replied :

127. (a)—Yes. >

e Mohkuma Parishad is created with-

(b) —Yes, but the stafl for th ku; d is
Commissioner[Subdivisional Officer,

in the Development Branch of Deputy
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Re: Bihaguri Veterinary Dispensary building in Tezpur
Shri MOH! KA NTA DAS (Barchalla) asked:

128. Will the Miuisicr-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Bihaguri Veterinary Dispensary building in- Tez-
pur have been requisitioned for defence purpose ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that all furnitures, implements, medicine, 4
etc., hiwve been removed to Khelmati Veterinary Dispensary
in Bahoari Mauza ? i

(¢) Whether (Governmeat is aware that the public of Bihaguri
Mauza nave made repeated representations to the Govern-
ment to de-requisition the Dispensary building at Bihaguri
so that the vast number of caftle of the area may get proper
treatment ?

{d) Whether 't is a fact that there is even no Veterinary out cen-

; tre or “Vecerinary Field Assistant in Bihaguri Mauza ?

(e) Will the (1‘0'4‘1:1"115’!'{(:1!1:‘]3(: pleased to tflkp earliest step to arrange
mediczl ifacilities for the cattle of Bihaguri Mauza ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Veterinaxy)

replied :
; 128. (a)—Yes ; on Ist Japuary 1963.

(]))—-—ch.

c)—No such representation was received from public by the
District Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Officer.

d)—No. There is._ a Vctc'riua.ry Aid Centre at Thelamara under
Bihaguri Mauza and a Veterinary Field Assistant is working there.

(c)'——Vetcrinnry aid is being given to the extent possible in this
kind of a situation.

B g . - e

Re: The flood affected area of Sarabari and Kalaigaon Mouzas
near Burhinagar area

Shyi DANDIRAN. DUTTA (Kalaigaon) asked :

. 129. Will the Minister, P.W.D. (E. & D.) be pleased to state—

e

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Chiel' Minister of Assam visited
the flocd affected area of Sarabari and Kalaigaon Mouzas
near Burhinagar area in the month of October, 1962 lagt ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the Cnief Minister of Assam  assured
the local flood affected people of that area that the breach
will be closed within thid financial year ?
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(c) Whether Government propose to com plete the work this year
to protect the villagers as well as their paddy fields ?

Shri  MOINUL HAQUE - ini :
Flood Control, etc.) GC]i%: CHOUDHURY (I‘..inmst'&:r-u};..-;],m-ge3

129, (a)—VYes, in September, 1962.

(b)—There is nothing on record that such an assurance was given.

c)—Instructions have been given to the local officers to close the

breack by a retired bund beflore the next floods.

Re: Desang viver in between Bhojo and Arabari

Shyi DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

130. Will the Minister, P.W.D. (E. & D.) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itisa fact that the Desang river in between Bhojo
and Arabari village took such a curve that in sorue places
the difference came to a furlong, for which people of the
locality gave respresentation for a short circuit ?

(b) Whether Government propose to short circuit it in a suitable

point ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood Control,

etc.) replied : ;
130. (a)—VYes. :
(b)—No.

Re: Behali Irrigation Scheme

Shri BISHNULAL UPADHYAYA (Gohpur) asked :

statc13 1. Will the Minister-in-charge of P. W. D. (BE. & D.) be pleascd:'to :

(a) Whether the Behali Irrigation Scheme has bee
Government last year ?

tal amount sanctioned for the scheme ?
dwork had

n sanctioned by

(b) What is the to

(c) Whether it is a fac
to be started befor

¢ that the construction of its Hea

e December, 1962 ? S
+ calling tender for construction of the" £

(d) What is the reason fo
ond time ?

HHeadwork for the sec

(e) Whether contract has been settled P

(f) If so, with whom P



1384 QUESTIONS [30th Mar.
(8) When the work i; expected to start ?
(h) What amount is = lotted for this year ?
(1) When the whole scaeme is expected to be completed ? '-

(3) Whether Governrcent be pleased to talke necessary steps for its S
carly execution ?

(k) What is the arca « :pected to irrigate by this scheme ? |

Shri MOIN UL HAOUE CHOUDHURY (Miuister, Flood Control
etc.) replied:

181. ‘(a) & (7)-—Behali Trr gation Scheme has been administratively
approved f'or Rs.2,47,400.

(¢)—No.
(d)—Certain items of works were left out in the original tender

notice, in absence of detailed estimate, and so tenders had to be invited for
the second time.

(e)—VYes. |
(f)—Shri S. K. Roy.

g (g)—Prcliminary works, like collection of materials and construc-
tien of steel gates, etc., have al -eady been taken in bhand.

(h)—Tlere is Budget I'rovision for its.4 0,000.
(1)—1st Phase work, comprising of Headworks, is expected to be

?;mpletcd by March, 1964 prov.ded cement i: available in adequate quanti-

(3)—Does not arise in view of replies to (g) above.

(k)—6,500 acres.
Re: T ama-Dingdinga Irrigation Scheme 1

Shri MATHIUS TUDU (Gossaigaon) asked :

ltatcffz' Will tke Minister-in-charge of P.W.D- (5. & D.) be please.d to
(&) Whethey Tama-Diagdin:a Irrigation scheme in the Kokrajhar
Subdivision is somplete ? i :
(a) 1¢ vot, when it will be complated
() If so, whether Gevernment Are taking steps to repair the
ong ? y
__Shri MOINUL gHaoupr CcHOUDHURY (Minister-in-charge,
Fleed Control, etc.) re 1A 3 LA I A
132. (a)—Main Works comy leted, only finishing touchcs remaning.

(b) —Docs not arise.

M (e)--Ves. ;
+ SPEAKER: The Question hour 1s OVEr.

2 o
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_ Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Ministex) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the hon. Leader of the Opposition has expressed a desirc to
have a discussion under Rule 50 about the emergency situation arising
out of Chinese aggression. Sir, 1 had a discussion with the Leader of
the Oppesition day befire yesterday and we felt that instead of
having a discussion in the house it might be advisable for me to meet
the hon. Members of the Opposition separately and discuss these
matters. He has appreciated the idea and we have decided t» have a
discussion to-morrow, the Sunday at9 A. M. ‘

Mr SPEAKER : But to-morrow there is a programme (0 visit Umiam
project. The Minister hasinvited the hon. Members 10 visit the
project.

: Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: We may discuss these matters
informally between 9 and 11 a. . I feel, Sir, that it will be more profitable
to have discussion over the matter separately.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mor. Gos vami, do you agree to it ?
Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Yes, Sir.

Report of the Committee of Privileges
]

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : (Golaghat): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
thbcg to mov=: -that this Assembly ajrecs to the extension of time _UH the
30th March, 1953 for submission of the Report of the Committee of
Privileges. v

Mlﬂ SPEAKER : Motion moved is that this Assembly
cxtension of time till the 30th March, 1963 for submission ©

of the Commitice of Privileges.

agrees to the
f the Report

(The motion was put as question and adopted).
Shri DANDESWAR (IAZARIKA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg to present
the Eighth Report of the Committee of Privileges.
lectricity

The Annual Finapcial Statement of the Assam State E
Board for 1963-64
. Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Ministex, Electricity) :
Sir, I. beé Lo presznt tae Annuzl Financial Statement of the Assam State
Electricity Board for 1963-64.

The Assam Finance Bill, 1963

Shri FAKEIRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): Sir, I beg
10 move that the :Assam Finance Bill, 1963, be taken into consideration.
Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that the /Assam Finance Bill,
1963 be taken into consideration.
(The motion was put

As there is no amendment we pass on (o

as question and adopted.)
the next item.
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : My, Speaker, Sir, 1 ber to
move that the Assam Finance Bill 1963 10 passed. ! =

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved 5 that the Assam Finance Bill,
1763 be passcd.
(‘The motion was put as question and adopted.)

“he Assam Appropriation (No.1) Bill, 1963

Mrx. SPEAKER: There is a message  [rom the Governor of
Assam: “Under ithe provisicn ol Article 207(1) of the Clonstitution
of India, I, Vishna Sabay, Governor of Assam, recommend the intro-
duction in the Assam Legislative  Assembly of the Assam Appropria-
tion (No.I) Bill, 1963."
Sd; VISIINU SAHAY
Governor of Assam.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): Sir, I beg
leave to. introduce the Assam  Appropriation (No.1) Bill, 1963 (relating to
the Demands for Grants).

Mazr. SPEAKER : Has the hon. Minister got the leave of the House

* to introduce the Bill ? ' _
(voices :—Yes, ves).

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AXMED (Minister, Finance) : Sir, I beg
to introduce the Assam Appropriation (No.l) Bill, 1963.
(The Secretary, Assam Leogislative Assembly then read out the title of

he Bill 1o
the IBVIIII) SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Appropriation (No.1)

Bill, 1963 be introduced. )

(The motion was put as question and adopted,)
There is 2 me;ssage from _thc C_}ox'crnar of Assam.

«Under the provision of Article 207(3) of the Constitution ol India,
I, Vishnu Sahay, _GU"’_C"UQF( .OI Assam, rccommend that the Assam
Appropriatiuu (No.1) }flua 1963, Dbe taken into consideration by the Assam
Legislative Asscuibly. 7
Sd/ VISHNU SAHAY
Governor of Assam’

Shyri FAKHARUDDIN ALI AHMED (Ministex Finance): Sir, I
beg to move that the Assam Appropriation (No. 1) Bill, 1963 be taken

inte consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved is that Assam Appropriation

(No.1) Bill, 1963, be talken into consideration.
(The motion was put as question and  adopted.)

As there is no amendrmnent, we pass on to the next item.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMEID: Sir, I beg to move that the
Assam Appropriation (No.l) Bill, 1963, be passed. ‘

My, SPEAKER : Motion moved is that the Assam Appropriation

(No 1) Bill, 1963 be passed. ) .
(The motion was put as question and adopted.,)
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The Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1963

beg to move

Shri SIDDHINATH (Ministexr, Transport) : Sir, T
) Bill, 1963 be

that tl}n: the Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amcndmﬁllt
taken into consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that the Assam Motor Vehicles
Taxatlon (Amendment) Bill, 1063 be taken into consideration.

.. Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat) : Mr. Speaker
Sir, T want to oppose it, Sir, during the general discussion of the Budget
the hon. TFinance Minister expressed the wish that from ocur side we
should not oppose the taxation provision in the Budget. We. thought
over -the matter and we found it very difficult to compromise with the
Finance Minister in this matter, I would have liked very n.uch to comply
with the wishes of the Finance Minister but when it is 1ot possible to
compromise with conscience we are compelled to  opposet this taxation
provision because we think that at this critical time when

our people are
economically very hard-hit, it will not be appropl‘iaw to burden the

people of Assam with such a heavy taxation. Sir, we marked with
satisfaction the views expressed by the hon. Members of the Treasury
Bench. Mosi of them have criticised the taxation provision. But, Sir, we
do not kr.ow where they will stick to their views. Democracy has been
delined as a discussion of vital matters among equals in matters of common
Interest. But, here, in this House discussions on vital matters arc not among
Ccll:lal-‘i, not even among near equ:llb'. B}, fhc m’ijol'lty Stl-(‘.ngtll of the
ruling party they may carry the taxation provision and we have some-
time seen that when the Government come up with certamn ‘matters {'or
discussion in this House, they decide it before hand and just for formality
they bring the matter before this House. But the fate ot'the’matter !mﬁ
already been decided by them. Whatever it may be, this taxation
Provision in the nawme of Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation‘(Amendm‘f{“)
Bill is an indirect tax on the common man. Sir, direct tax is a tax w.hl‘ch
the tax payers can understand and can know the burden, but indiract
taxes should always be discouraged in a civilized saoclety-

The Motor Vchicle Tax though apparently it appears that (Iit fwﬂl
fall on the motor vchicle owners, but ultimately, it will be realised irom
the paSSCngers and owners will not pay il Si[‘__ we know _what hapjl?ens
to the Passengers and Goods- Carriage Tax. It was realised nqt] I';J;D
the owners, but from the passcngers. Similarly, whatever may ic 3
provision, though it appears that the tax falls on the owners, it will S.UI‘SC’_Y ?tn's
indirectly be realised from the passengers by the owners. Specially, Sir, 1t 1

: : 7 : d
stated in 1 0 . Part A. 11 that Vehicles consiructed and use
e First Schedule, Part A, 11 th - ol luggage of pas-

solely for the co - ' ave and licht
onveyance of passengers anc g p ; arl
sengers” and then again in the same schedule in 111 {B) \geh’lf.lt_:stugzﬂe%uley
101‘. the conveyance of goads. Sir, again, in item INO- 11 in the L'u 2
Part A, it is stated that—
Quarterly tax

Deseription of. Vchicles Annual tax

14 H. P. or less i 90 27
Bxceeding 14 H. P- 23 o 110 oy ; 33
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Now it has been raised to the fizures of 99 annualy and 27 quarterly
and ia later 110 annualy and 33 quatterly. Similarly, ia III (B) formerly
the annual tax was 9 and quarterly 3. Now it has been proposed to raise to
15 annualy, and quarterly 6. Sir, again, from Part, B, the tax on State
Carriage has been proposed to be increased by Rs.10. In 'V, Vi, VI (A) all
the taxes have been raised. Sir, I leave apart other items of taxation. The
passenger buses and the coniract carringe trucks are utilised by the com-
mon pecople. It is not the rich people who travel on thess buses, Sir, only
last year thesc cominon people ere taxed ten n.P. per 1‘npce..Then
again, when these iaxation ineasures are to be taken, the burden will not
fali on the owners ol buses, it will fall ultimately on the common people,
Sir, while coming forward with Iresh taxation proposals, Government
should take into considcration the cconomic condition of the people.
Sir, in this State the per capita income has gone dovin. The Na-
tional income has not risen [Tast.  The Finance Minister jin his Budget
Speech said that ‘the State’s National income in 1961-62 in terms of 1948
4>, rose by 6 per-cent over 1.9()”-:_;1. ll‘u: \ggregatie income during the year
has becn higher than that of India. Expressed on the basis of current prices,
the State Income was Rs.385 crores and Per capita income Rs.319.”

But, Sir, in pagc 48 o' the book “A Review, of Progress of Second
Five Year plan, ','.S”'.am”‘ pnl-'l‘h‘h(:d h',i the Department gf Iiconomics and
Statistics, Assam, cia;llon;:,_x-'c find the ligures of national income at current
prices in 1950-51 was Rs 254 and in 1960-61 was Rs.358 crores,

Now, the Finance I\*Iinistcr',_ i“. his Budget specch has given us the
figure as Rs. 385 crorcs. But, Sir, if we calculate this figure on the basis
of an increase of 6 per cent, then actually we do not get the figure as given
in the Budget speech by our Finance Minister. If we calculate the figure
by adding 6 per cent increasc the figure comes to Rs.3%8.

Sir, while making my observation _iu General discussion on Budget, I
pointed cut ihat if we take the comparative position between 1957-58 and
1960-61, we realise that Assam’s per. capit2 1ncome has gone down by 6
per cent. It has not gone up. In 1955-56 the per capita income was
Rs.26% and in 1960-61 it has gone down to Rs.260, thereby the difference
being Rs.8. This means the per capita income in 1960-61 has gone down in
comparison to 1955-56 by Rs.8. .

Similarly, Sir, the cost of living has increased. The Finance Minister,
in his budget specch, stated t!lat the cost of living in 1962 has not risen
appreciably compared to that in the previous year.,

Consumers’ price index for the first 9 months of 1962 stood at 118,
It was the same for 1961 as well. - I'or our rural population, the price index
rose from 163 to 168 according to 1944 prices, as 100,

Again from the “Review of progress of Sccond Five Year Plan in
Assam’’ we find that consequential of the higher prices, the cost of livip
in the Staie, during the period  of S-eco-nd Plan, was also quite high. The
Consumer price index, which broadly indicates the trends in cost of liviy !
as risen in all the three important centres of the State during the period
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of the Second Plan. Between 1955 and 1960 the consumer price has risen

by 17:2 per cent in the case of Gauhati, by 25°0 per cent in the case of Silchar,

l and by 16'8 per cent in the case of Tinsukia. The year to year movement
over the period of the Second Plan is set oul in the table below:

INDEX NUMBER OF CONSUMER PRICES
{Taking 1959 equal to 100)

: Gauhati Silchar Tinsuki

, 1955 =% 87 5 T 88 - gl

1956 090 = 39 3 s KW

1957 103 105 o helilB

1958 103 107 = ST

1959 98 = 109 2 coa 117

3 1960 - 102 2 f 110 S 118
<

! The Finance Minister also has admitted that the cost of living and

. the price has gore up, and itis gradually rising. 5o, Sir when we con-

from the point of

sider the economic condition for national incorue as also
the rising cost of living in the State, we
gone from bad to worse.
referred in his

: view of per capita income and
find the economic condition of the people has 1
The wholesale price index to which the Finance Minister
budget speech gives us the following figures:—

Index of wholesale Food price—:

1955 e it s 5 ¥ n3 101:7
1956 1149
1957 1336
1958 s 130-3
1959 i el e Sinie ses oo i:_zg:g

1960 s 5
This is the condition of food price and it is greatly iising. It ?m)i,b_c
due to natural hazards which we had ia the State, _but whatcyf;l" t }e le’sﬁ
may be the fact remains that the economic 'conchuon C:f‘lh(: g{,o;i(; :r::i
gone down. Now for the all commoditics wholesale price index we g
the following ﬁgures LS

r 100 0
i 1953 S s 2088
| 1055 ;- 1173
, Y R e e s e e gty LD
- 1958 S o
aee vee L . o3 123-7
L960 o
Now, let us compare the figure in 1959, whicl: is 123°7 é\'irh th_t: figure
in 1960 which is 131-2. IHere we find that there is a tremendous Fisc.
So, Sir thisis the background under which "lﬁlrle Sig:}:iﬁcclzetl\tflﬁgls;3::‘01]1)5112
. 1 S indir axation. ¢
come with fresh taxations, indirect (axall Il pay directly o the Govern-

know that they have been taxed and they wi L ] |
ment and let them feel the satisfaction of sacrificiig for the equss of State
and also what amount ther have to pay. Now, rmost of the tuxes which the
Government propose to collect from the ps

will De collected without their knowledge.

ople are indirect taxes and thesc

l 1959 o 131:2

B e ey
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This should be discouraged and should not he allowed to be a perma:
nent feature, which unfortunately, is so in our State.

As’ regards Motor vehicles, Sir, we “have the Masani Commission
Report on Road Transportation Recorganisation Committee, March, 1959,
Here at pace 23, Sir..

Myr. SPEAKER : You have taken 25 minutes. How long will you
take ?

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Sir, another

10 minutes.

Shri FAKHI_{UDDIN ALX AHMED (Minister, Finance): May I
ask my hon. Friend one thing, Sir 2 When the hon. Member is criti-
cizing the taxation proposals he is rawcing the question of Direct and

= » - . 1T ¢ AC 21y - P = .
Indirect taxes, but could i;c, also suggest what are the measures of taxation
for raising the resources :

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Sir, when
the standard of a particular class of people and of the people enjoying privi-
leged position gocs higher, no anount ol taxation probably will be able to
mect their needs. So, we must thu_nk ol austerity also. Without hinking
about austerity measurc il we go on increasing the requirements and go on
taxing the people, both the cnf.l cannot meet. However, Sir, I was talking
about the Masani Commuittee’s Report At page 23 we find the follow-
ing on Taxation:

««While the subject of taxation on motor transport wa: not specifically
examined by the Committre, the weight of the evidence he'ore it vas that
the cumulative burden of SEICh taxes was unduly high and [should be reduc-
ed to level not exceeding 75 per cent of he present incidence in th: State
of Madras as repeatedly recommended by the Government of India in

he recent years. .

the -[Sm-ldené]]y, the Committiee was vepeatedly told by witneses that
some of the State C.}ovcrnmentt; who A;uih['_y an increase in their taxes on
the ground that their ralcs are below '_5 per cent of the Madias rates
conveniently forget that u__:;; _1JtcH£:umulm1ve burden and not the vehicle
ta% one that should bhe wu'.nn' 75 per cent or_mc mciden_u:e in ‘/Aadras,
This, it appears, that even 1in S'Z.l,t(:‘s whire octrois or terminal tax s cons-
titute a heavy burden on road iranspoit as rc['f:i:v'ed to later or whe e sales
and other taxes on vehicles are Ligher, the wvehicle tax has been riised to
limits which take the cumulative burden to heyond 75 per cent of that in
Madras?’ . T .

This is the position in Assam. Sir, At page 25 it is said that ‘On an
examination of the matter tlic Clommittee has come to the conclusion that steps
need to be taken to simplify the structure of taxation. Itis recommended
that ociroi, wheel taxes and other imposts charged by the Munic'palities
as well as the tax on passengers and goods wherever levied should be dis-
continued’’. Somec other levy unconnected with motor transport and all
other taxes being merged in the vchicle tax. In so far as sales taxes are
concerned, it is further recommendced  that the saies tax on trucks and buses
should not as at present be at luxury rate but at rates applicable to other
€ssential goods.

|

‘:
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Now, Sir, this is about the Masani’s Conniitec Report. Now, here
also we find the tax which was unfortunately levied on this State on pas-
sengars and goods, continues while the Committee suggested that this
should Le discontinued. In Assam Sir, when I have already drawn the
backgroiud, this tax-indirect tax-should be stopped in view of the fact the
l Central Government has also levizd tax on certain important items anc_l

the same articles are going to be taxed by the State Government again. So, if
Lok real v want the willing co-operation of the people in every pian, the
GOVCl'n_I' ient have taken up, if we want the willing co-operation of the
people i © this emergency situation it becomes necessary for us to have
a symp. thetic view on the economic condition of the people.  We
should 10t go on burdening the people by taxing over and over, agam
and aga 1. Here, in this Motor Vehicle Taxation Act, there is resentment
not only from the common people bat also [tom the owners of vehicles. The
owners o! vehicles came up with a -esolution to the Government that they

should [ : allowed 1o jncrease the rate of fare and we are sure, Government

will hav.: no’ wmoral right to ask thesc owners of vehicles not to increase the
to the Govern-

rate of fire, When they will raise the fare in order to pay _
ment Ln-:'\; will (IC:'L:l'chIy realise it from the common Inan, i.¢. the pas-
sengers,

So 3ir, though it appears that a few fortunate persons who are gsmg
molor cars and motor vehicles will be required to pay this tax, lsd c?is
matler ¢f fact, the majority of the population which has not been include

in this t: xation proposal shall have o pay s tax Burden cof this taxation
s must be borne by the common people. Though it was my desire to "lr}'
my best not to oppose this bill 1 cculd not comply with the desire of the
Flni{ncc Minister.  Sir, when I sce the condition ol the peoplc,xtlsdnot
possible :o give our consent to this bill and it bas become our bounden duty

to oppose this Lill,

_ Shei TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari): Mr. Speaker Si, 0 (UPlC
this Bill. In the Statement of Objects a1 d Reasons 1t 18 Statﬁ‘d t-l'ét ?nmit‘
advice of the Rnad Transprrt Re-orzanisation Committee (Masani c(ljecided
tee) and the Transport Developmen: Council, this Government have st
that different levies on Motor Vehicles should be consolidated into ;111: fegcs
levy. A-,cordingly, a decision has becen taken to merge me. plslr'verlhe-

now paid by the Transport Vehicle with the motor vehicle tah'{hc “normal
% less fees for application for permit will be levied and realised on aatnge

Soala, Moreover, it is hecessary to raise local resources fox_in?:‘ln S The
developrnent projects in the State for improvement of commuuicatio c'ompﬂ'
tax and fees levied on a motor vehicle now is extremely lotv mfoverall
{‘ison with the other States. And even after an C{lh""“.ccmwthe?‘ States.
mcidence will not be in excess of the rates preval_mg in Otof a single
Morcover, the main purpose is rationalisation and imposition :

levy, which will amply be served by tie Bill.”™

—

1 So, Sir, it is said here that it has been done accor ding to the répm :rfi{tgle
Road Transport - Organisation Commission 2., € IvI_asélll h 0H::I i CE'
Sccondly, it is also stated that it hasbeen done aggording to"tie advieco
the Transport Development Council. We are Keptpan darkness about
this report. It is also said here that «Nevertheless fees for apRllcatlon tor
permit will be levied and realised on the normal scale’’. But Sir, _what is
the abnormal scale iy is not stated. Morcover, Sir, the motor vehicles are
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already overtaxa.d. So the motor owners will tace loss. Tllc}’ ‘\'iu directly
or indirectly tax the common peopl-. Sir, | am citing an cxample: vehicley
not exceeding 11 Horse Power used 1o pay Rs 80 per year, but itis proposed s

to raisc to Re«.99 ard exceedine 14 H. PP it wi'l be raised to Rs.110, And the
vehicle which wvas paying Re. 225, shoil have to pay 300 anl for esery addis
tional metric tonne it will have to pay more. Sir, I am giving znothen
example. The motor vehicle which pay R<.100 per year it shall have to pay
now 250 under the proposcd «chene, The omnaibus which was paying Rel%5
per year shall have to pay 300 jrer vear.  So the increase will he abunrmal
and extremely high-r. 55 Sir i we 2o 01 ta:ing our peaple like this it will
be very bad. So I opprse this Bill.

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): Mr, Speaker, Sir, 1
rise to support the Bill. [t is clearly laid down in the Statement of Objeets
and Reason that this particular Billis intro 'uced in order that different forms
of levies on Motor Vehicles can be consolidated into a single levy, that isy
by merging the taxes and nermit fee. -

Now Sir, I want to cite an instance.  lormerly there were two  catego:
ries of raxis and motor cabs., The existing rate for motor cabs and taxi
below 14 H. P. is Rs.170 per vear and for thosc above 14 H. P., Rs.150
and under the amended Act it will e increased to Rs.250 irrespeotive ol Horse
Power of the wvehicles.,  This will also include permit  fee. Now if the
average of the existing rates ol taxes ol Dhoth cotegories of vehicl:s below
14 H. P. and above 14 H. . is taken, it comes to Rs.125  Now, if. weitake
the permit fee which varies from Rs. 100 to Rs.125 and add this to the tax,
the total comes to slightly less than Rs.200 which s sought to
be fixed under the amending Bill as the consolidated amount for taxis and
permit fees, So there is astualy no substontial increase *~ the rates .of taxes
except in the some cases i3 the cas: of big ‘riciors which are now being used,
the excisting rates. cover up*o tractors exceeding 2 tons in weight, Now this
Bill provides separately for another category of tractors exceeding 3} tons in
weight for which a new tax is sought to be imposed. Formerly, people did not
bring heavy tractors. II we use heavy tractors on our roads, they cause
considerable damage to them and this will entail heavy expenditurs for
maintenance of the roads.  Besides. in the State, the number of motor
vehicles have greatly increascd and ave causing damage to the roads, and
actually the quantum of money necessary for repair has considerably increased-
the maintenance cost being on additional chargs on the Government
exchequer Therefore, unless Goverament has the resources from this particular
source it may be difficalt to meet the vequirements arising for repais. If
you go through the taxation properly you will find rthat there has not been
any obnormal increase. I+ anv case, it is a question of ratisnalisation of
_Theil" rates of taxes and permit fees. Then, asain, Siv, we all know that there
1s persistent demand for more roads, (o7 better voads, and as a result we
have to undertake extensive programmes of blacktopping of roads and in
consequence more and more roads, arve being taken up for blacktopping which
costs about Rs.l lakhs per mile, so that the motor vehicles may ply faster and
less damage done to the vehicles also. II'we undertake improvement on
our roads, the wear and tear of the motor vehicles will be much less. Then
again they can move faster, that is to say. the same motor vehicle can travel
faster and carry more passengers and  goods by ‘having more round trips
In a day or a given periods than on bad roads. 'Uherefore, Sir, if we want
to have a good system of roads wirh hlacktopying we require more money,
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of miles of good roads more funds

Consequently if you want to have hundreds
chicles tax which is meant for the

will be necessary and for this, motor Vv
improvement of the roads we will have to make some contribution. There=
fore, there will be some impact on the existing freight rates of motor vehicles.
But on the whole, the ownexr of motor vehicles will benefit, and we shall
have better vehicles and better roads; more movement of goods and less
trouble to the passengers and the public. Thereforc, 1 think in principle,

the Bill should be approved.

2 Therefore, I am opposed to the stand which has been taken by my
friend, Mr. Goswami, Leader of the opposition group.

 Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA (Nalbari-East) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, after giving much thought to Part B of the Schedule in taxation for
more development, I find it very difficult to see the logic therein, My
hon. friends have criticised the taxation measures on the ground that living
index in the State is very high. Does it necessarily follow, Sir, that because
the living index is high, therefore, there should be no taxation whatsoever
in any form or in any manner. 1f we really need the development of the
State, taxation has to come in. There is no State anywhere In the world

which wants to develop the State that they will at no time adopt taxation
measures, The principle of taxation which is going to be adopted . by our
ion it, we will question

State Government cannot be questioned. Ifwe questl
at our own cost. =
Secondly, many hon. Members who have criticised -the principle of
taxation have not come forward with concrete OF rather alternative
suggestions that instead of taxation measures, they should point out such
other ways and means by which we can develop the State. We are only
criticising the principle ; we have not been able to come forward with
any concrete suggestion to the Government and tell them to leave aside
the taxation measures and in_their place these are the measurcs agp
suggestions, But such suggestions are not coming forward. l\/gorﬁovex;, t;g
this proposal for taxation, the State Government has categorica IY s 3 5
in their statement of Objects and Reasons that “The tax anc.l_ f}‘festbiw%th?: 5
a motor vehicle now is extremely low in comparison ¥it
States””. To this statement no contradictory figure

has come forward :lo
i i i made
show that this principle or this figure 1s too high, or tbis s-tatement

by the State Government is incorrect ot is higher in compa.rlsond with other
States. So, this part of the statement has not been challenged.

__ Thirdly, Sir, after the enhancement of the rates, the overall ltttlxc:dg:fﬁ
will not be in excess of the rates prevailing in other States. On s s
trary, the rates in other States are higher. I donot £ anyhrcéésoas W e
can challenge that the taxation measures on this particular cathe g2 A
duced by the State Government is incorrect or does not g0 X T P
of the State. So, if we really mean business and if we aled 1;8 thz REES
to develop this undeveloped State, there is no way out un A: he F"?nance
circumstances without adopting taxation measures. 1 e iee i
Minister has very clearly and in explicit terms e;s.;pre_ssed on th : i e
House that the incidence of tax on the per capila 1ncoOme cannot Dbe more
than 3 per cent in comparison with the national 1ncome and that is also
much lower than the incidence of tax in other States. So, in view of ?’11
these reasons, I find that the proposed Bill is quite relevant and quite
proper. Therefore, I support the Bill and oppose the motion.
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% 5 DPADRITAE A . A

- Sh;}.KIt-IOGI?jNDR!-&NAT.}? B"_Rf i-_U..'.in (Amguri) :  Sir, our

inance Minister and some of the hon. Members on the other side made
certain observations to the effect that the Members from the Opposition
side are failing to show any source of revenue income to the publié exche-
quer. Whether our Finance Minister is a very intelligent man or not. it
does not matter. But the tax shoul | be ley ied and hcci's coming with a Bill
that taxes should be levied somewhere else.  But he is not w?liinﬁ to tax
the richer section of the people.  For instance, crores of rupees have been
reaped every yecar by Iorc:;;n capitalists, tea planters and our c‘apita]ists
also. This is emergency time and the profits should be taxed; at least 30
per cent on the profits. In this way, crores of rupeces will ‘come to the
public exchequer. Therefore, 1 say that this motor vehicle Bill, if it is
enacted, it will certainly be a burden on the poor people who arc’ alreaqy

hard hit by other taxes.

Shri TARAPADA BHATT{KCHAR}EE (Katigora): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the Opposition Leader has rightly stated before the House that he is
objecting to this proposal of taxation. Hc has pointed out that in the
Statement of Objects and Reasons in which it has been clearly stated that
¢¢on the advice of the Road Transport Re-organisation Committee and  the
Transport Dcvclopmfnt eru_nul, this Government have decided that
different levies on motor vchicles should bLe consolidated into a single
levy.” The first point 18 whcthcr_l t has been consolidated or not.  The
second point is ssaccordingly a decision has been taken to merge the permit
fees now paid by the transport wvehicle with the motor vehicle tax,
Nevertheless, fees for application for permit will be levied and realised on
the normal scale. Moreover, 1t is necessaty to raise local resources for
financing the development projects in the State for improvement of com-
munication”’.

Sir, my friengl, Shri GD%Wami has also stlat'cd. that in the Road Trans-
port Re-organisation Committee, the suggestion is not implemented.  Here,
in the statement of Objects and Reasons, it has been stated that they are
going to impose this tax accor_dmg 1o the recommendations of the Road
Transport Re-organisation Committee. It is clearly stated on the recom-
mendations that the tax on passengers and goods should be discontinued,
Here, in our State, it has been continued.

Moreover, the question has now come up as to whether we can give
him any other source of taxation and if we can give him, then it implies
that he will withdraw this proposal for taxation. Now, Sir, in my opinion,
my hon. Friend, Shri Barua has rightly said that we are not going to tax
the capitalists.. If our Government would have been willing to tax the
capitalists, we would have got a large amount of money. If the tea
industry would have been nationalised, we could have utilised the money
now earned by these tea gardens as profits in our development Pprojects.

But instead of that we are formulating our taxation proposals in a manner
50 as to tax the poor people of our State beyond the limit of their paying
Capacity. It will not be far from truth to say that in some cases tax levied
’ﬂ_

1 avew

#Speech not cortected,
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1s double the amount of previous rates, Such a ruthless method of taxation
will surely hard-hit the poor people. Over and- above, all these new
measures of taxation will affect the poor people still more. The poor
PCOPIQ use the buses and taxis as their only means of conveyance. I, there-
fore, feel that Bill should not bz introduced in this House and it should be
withdrawn,

Shei DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
our IC_ZICICE' as well as some other hon, Members also have already spoken
opposing the introdiiction of this taxation Bill in the House. I also want
to make a few observations on this taxation measure from a lay man’s point
of view as T am not an expert on taxation measures. Sir, the method of
taxation, in my opinion, should be such as not to throw the burden on
the poor people. I think the hon. Members as well as the Hon’ble Finance
Minister will agree with me that burden of taxation of this particular
taxation measure will fall not on the richer section of the community ‘but
it will fall heavily on the poorer section. Had the policy of the Govern=
ment been to make the poor poorer, then, of course, it would have been
different.  When they speak of the Socialistic Pattern of Society, when they
profess this as their objective, this measure to tax the poor people does not
fit in with their profession. Sir, the per capita income of our village people
is very low. On the other hand, the cost of living in this State is much
higher than in many other States. At the same time, our rate _of-land
revenue is also equally higher. In spite of all these, if we go on taxing our
people in this manner, then Sir, I do not know, specially at this time, how
our Government can expect to get co-operation and good will of our
Pcoplc,- It is true, our Finance Minister was kind enough to ask some
suggestions from the Leader of the opposition. It has been stated that
these taxation measures are necessary to finance our devc_lopmcnt Plans’.;
But can they say definitely that they are actually developing the State :
Had it been so, there would not have been so much wastage in the depart-

ments of the Government. If you go through the report of the _Publ_lc
nts have been wasted in

Accounts Committee you will find how huge amou ;

all the different departments of the Government. Therefore Sir, I say that
mStfmd of attempting to coliect moruey for our development plans ‘ang
projects by any new measure of taxation on the people, Government shoul
try to check this wastage., Instead of doing that if they try to collect
money by a method of systematic exploitation of the people, they wj“is n;’;

be able to count upon the willing co-operation of the people which J
f the administrative machinery,

essential at all time for smooth running o 1 =
and. doub]y so, specially at this time when the country is passmng through a
period of emergency 1, therefore, say that this is not the opportl_tlme
moment to come forward with any fresh taxation proposal. Because, there
are those reactionary people who will not spare any efforts to exploit any
situation. I, thercfore, suggest to Government to collect the huge out-
standing amounts on account of Sale Tax and on other accounts. In
view of the large number of taxation proposals brought before the House
by the Governinent, this Government can Vvery well be termed as the

elopment of the country they

‘Taxation Government’. In the name of dev ;
are going to exploit thz people in such a way that all enthusiasm of the
y and they will not feel enthused to

people are likely to be snapped thereb
contribute their mite for the development of the country. Already famine
conditions are prevailing in gome parts of the State. Only recently I have

received a letter from a very prominent gentleman of Dhakuakhana stating

-
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that condition of famine is beginning to show its sign in that place. Econo:
mic backwardness of our country has already pushed us back in many res:
‘pects ; natural calamities are also there. In view of all these, I donotfind
any justification for this rew taxation proposal.

Shri R. THANHLIRA [Aijal-East (Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak against this Bill specially when it seeks to
tax on vehicles. As already mentioned by the previous speakers, | am also
of the opinion that the burden of this taxation will uliimately fall on the
common people, (Mr. Speaker: How the burden will fall on poor people ?)
Because, when this taxes imposed on the vehicles carry p'assengers the
vehicle owners will be compelled to realise rhis tax by raising the rate on
passenger tickets. In this connection, I will support my contention by
citing an example of my own district., Mizo Hills, where there is no such
thing as the State Transport buses to carry passengers. There passengers
are carried by private vehicles run by private owners. So, the passengeri
will be at the mercy of the vehicle owners. Hence it is quite evident that
this new taxation measure will hard-hit the eommon people, the low paid
and poorer section of the community. I, therefore, think that it is not the
time to levy this tax.

Sir, if I remember aright, I read in a book somewhere to the effect
that the Father of the Nation once advised our leaders that whenever a new
piece of legislation aflecting the common people is introduced, then one
should ask himself first whether that proposed legislation would affect
adversely the poorest section of the people. 1f it would do so, it should not
be introduced. I think, Sir, that this advice is still worth following. Our
country is still backward and as you know the cost of living is high indeed.
I have already said about the position of transport in my district. At the
moment, the cost of living there is very high. Rice is selling at Rs.30 at
Aijal. Itis very likely that the price of rice will rise to Rs.40 per maund in
the near future. When, Sir, such is the condition, I think it is not at all
fair and proper that such kind of legislation which affects the people un-
favourably should be introduced.

Sir, we have been spraking of the National Emergency. In the name
of the National Emergency some of us may advocate this taxation. As
already mentioned by Mr. Barua, this is not the proper time for fresh
taxation. If we are to enlist the goodwill of the people, it is proper that we
spare them at the moment. Then when the National Emergency actually
demands ii, we shail be able to enlist their support with much less effort if
the climate is there. I have no doubt that at that time everybody will be
ready to sacrifice whatever they _havc i_n any shape or form. But at the
present moment, the situation being as it is, the Emergency is not so rigid
that in fact we are going to have bye-elections also, it is not time to come up
with such a measure of taxation and we should spare the common people

from the hurden of fresh taxation. Sir, with these words, I oppose the
motion, :

Shr;i ENOWELL POHSHNA [Jowai (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)]: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I fully associate myself wilh the views
expressed by the hon. Members who opposed this taxation measure at
present. I am very glad that some Members from the other side stated that
the taxes that are going to be raised are meant for the improvement of the

L e, p—
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This reminds me of a remark made by a lady

passenger travelling from Jowai to Shlllong that although the freight has
been Eaxscd 10 nP. per rupee, there is no improvement of the vehicles at all.
Last time, during the discussion about taxation it was said that whatever
Government had been doing was being done to improve the lot of the pcople.
I invite the attention of the hon’ble Minister to one of the questions I put on
the floor of the House asking him whet her there was any break-down in the
Jowai to Shillongor Shillong to Dawki road. It isstrange that his reply was
Nq ! and I donot agree that the reply is right. What makes me sorry in
this matter is that at present althougn taxes are b:ing raised, there is no
intention on the part of the authority ¢ yncerned to improve the buses.

people and the Government.

I have studied the Bill as it
e Transport buses but it is
4 has said the private buses
any check. Now the

_ Sir, T was speaking of Motor Vehicles.
is and I find that it does not relate to the Stat
intended for the private owners. As Mr. Thanhlir
are run out of the places where nobody can exercise L
price of petrol has risen. Pcople travelling in Jeeps and Station Wagons are
at the mercy of theSC pTiV-ltC owners who realisc illcgal frelght. But
Government are hardly interested in these difficulties of the people.

. Therefore, Sir, I fully agree with the views of my {riends opposing this
Bll_l and I also invite the attention of the Goverpment to the fact that while
bringing in any Bi!l for fresh taxation, they should also _se¢ that the condi-

ti-Un 01‘ Illc VChiC]CS bt: ‘mprﬂved' \\Tith thcse fﬁ“] ‘.\Ol‘ds’ I oppcse this BiIl-

Shei SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding) : Ml-I. f,;;e:tkc:(;
s

Sir. In support of the statemesnt by our Leader, Mr. Goswalirl,

make a few observations.

So far I remember, Shri Pabindra Sarma himself c:-ilici5§d2thc tixatl?z
Proposal and suggested 1 per cent cut on the total Budget of 3 ]t Cr?:in?i'oudy
reply to the Budget speeches the Hon’ble Finance -Mlms cimt of 2L12
remarked that the hon. Member referred to lhg entire i%mo S e
crores as Iucome of the State including amount ot the Pub.w aé‘.l art. ‘of
suggested 1 per cent cut. Now he has come forwarded in  SUPP
T'axation proposal.
f taxes, Road

At the Wigles are to pay four tyPSs, o
present moment the vehicles pay DE yamination Gharges.

Permit Taxes, Annual Taxes, the Insurance Fee an
T.hese taxes a;e very high. This proposcd taxation will react on t.hegzoglj.
Sir, as the list amendment to the Motor Vehicies Act was m;d?ic;n Bazg;:ll" &
it was raised by 10 nP. per rupec. From Laitumkhrah’_tod to S
was 19 nP. for a Passenger to pay, now it has 'bccn AL 2‘1ese inc'reas-
this way it will be raised. Ultimately, PeDP]e will have t0 P2¥ isl somethin
ing fares. It has been secn ¢that in the Supply budget there Expenses’ g
like Rs.1 crore 23 lakhs under the head ‘National Emeri—’,enc"r}{ et a.nd
it has been shown to be required for the purpose of Pay, Honoraria an

: nd for the current year

allowances of ; ) is isa new inclusion & 1
it is 66,00,0 Ot}-ziic?tfiff thglt;loming vear : is Rs.1,2 3,00,000. Again under the
Police Head also there is a sum kep;t to be spent for the Ngtlo:ml Emerg?ncy
purpose. I think that this amount as envisaged 10 this Bill can be obtained
by curtailing expenditure under other Heads of thc; Budget and there=
fore, this fresh taxation is not necessary and can be avoided.
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With these few observations, I conclude myv speech,

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Transport): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the Leader of the Opposition and some hon. Members from the Oppﬂsi:
tion have opposed the Motor Vehicles Taxaidon (Amendment) Bill, 1963
on the main ground that the taxation is very high and it will fall upon the
poor peuple. T am glad that the Leader of the Opposition made a
reference to the report of z_hg:‘ .Rr).‘a_fl '[::';mspnrt Reorganisation Committee
which is also ecalled Masani (J:i.:l'l”!.i[lL'(_' s Report.  If they study it properly
they will find that this R”,’"‘d Transport Reorganisation Committee and the
‘Transport Development (__.:,;;m.f‘;il_ recomimended that different levies on motor
vehicles should be consolidate.! into a single tax. So long this recommendas
tion of the Committee was not acted upon and now time has come to
implement this recomimendaticn oiﬂ:‘l.:f.: Masani Committee 23 well as the
Transport Development Council. Now, when the Chinese are at our door
there is a national emergency a|:r1 during this emergency there must be some
amount of taxation to meet the additioral expenditure for our defence
purpose. This is one reason. A_m)thcr_r(‘:uson_. as I have stited, in the
statement of objccts and reasons, is t‘hut It.IH necessary to raise the resources
for financing the devclopment projects in the State for improvement of
communication Un!.'ss roads arc mmproved it is not possible to run the
vehicles efficiently. So, Sir, there are two kinds of levies one is road permit
tax and the other is motor vehicles tax. These, are two main levies in
the State on motor vej}jnc_]cs: Now, this _Ass:im‘ Motor Vehicles Taxation
(Amendment) Bill, 1963 is introduecd with a view to consolidate these two
levies into one levy, according to the recommendation of ths Road Transport
Reorgqnisation Comrr_uti.'ce an_c,l_thcl‘I“ransport Dc\.-e]f_,pm.em Cotitien tl_le
opinion of the Masani Committec this tax on Motor Vehicles is the highestin
Madras at pre-ent. In other Sta.tes it is not so h1g}1. So, Sir, the Masani,
Committee recommended that this tax should b= raised to 75 per cent. of
the Madras tax in othcr_S:a!c;;. ’But we ha\.re not raised this to the extent
recommended. Our main {’b_]ClC_t is to consolidate the two levies of tax into
one single levy and to rationalise it. The tax and fees levies on Motor
Vehicles in our dtatc now is ex[rcn:v_t_:l-y IU".V 1l comparison with other States,
In doing this also 1t has not bcu]l-]?l}ITEd to 75 per cent of the Madras tax.
The incidence of taxation is negligible ,}nd will not affeét even the oot
section of the pub]z'c. iet us exa(t)'gmc- ith n the case of pl‘iu_atc RPN
one 6} tonner Vehlclc_ pcrf(_)lms 100 miles of ‘]'0‘:1-ney. per day, it W_Ill perform
100 % 360—236,000 miles in a year, on 36,900 miles the rise is Rs17l.

Therefore for 100 miles incidence is 171 X 100 = -48 and the increase per
SRR 3,6000
maund on 100 miles is (48) will be 00027 nP. This is the incidence of

175)
: ion. Now in case of public -carrier it will be ‘0049, On 36,000 miles the
t-?;cca;;ORSﬁlz' Therefore, on hundred miles 312 X 100 - it is 86, mThscrc-
T 3,600
fore, the increase per md. on 100.miles, is 86 =-10049;" Lot usRaranits
1495
the case of stage carriage (40 scater bus), ~On 36,000 miles the 1ise is
Rs.700. Therefore lor 100 miles, if we divide 700X 100 by 36,005 it will
be 1/94 nP. 1 herefore the increase per seat of passenger on 100 mjles

L_-——-"_.;m_a e - RO R e
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comes to 1'94 = 047 nP. is to say ‘05 nP. Therefore there is increase per
40

seat (passenger) on 100 miles. This cannot be called high.

If you compare the motor vehicles taxes providing in other States
you will see that taxes in other Siates are higher than the proposed
tax in  Assam. I shall give you the comparative figures of other
States. Sir, in West Bengal the tax on stage carriage fo_r 30 seaters 1s
_Rs..l_.SGO, whereas in Assam it will be only Rs.1,200, ¢ e., in West Bengal
1t is more than Rs.660. In West Bengal tax. on goods vchicles
1s Rs.1,935 wheieas in Assam it will be only Rs.1,337, i e, it W'l! be
less by approximately Rs.600. Similarly in Orissa tax on goods veh_ml'cs
of 9 tons in weight Jaden is Rs.1,920 but in Assam tax on goodg vehicles
o G} tons is Rs., 1,337. Tax on stage carriage for passengers in Orissa
on 39 seaters is Rs.(1204-30) Rs.3,600 and in Assam that of 40 seaters
will be (40—{—30) i. e, Rs.1,200 So, Sir, this Amcngim_g Bill .has
rationalised and ‘consolidated taxation and at the same time it is not high.

Mr. SPEAKER: But they say that will affect the poor people.
You are to show that it does mot aflect the poor people.

Transpoxt) : Sir, it isnot
ligible and during this emer-

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister,
s0. The incidence will clearly show that it is neg SO
8ency even poor pcople will have to share the burden to some cxtent.

Then Sir, Shri Pohshna has critisized that there 1 {requent break-
down in Shillong-Jowai road. It isnotso. Sir, I can give the compa-
rative figures of b eak-down of some imporant States of India (]julrnﬁ
the year 1959-60, 1960-61 and 1961-62, but there is no tm¢ 25 1?
only give the figures of 1961-62. The figures that I will glvb?'l:t}:;
figures’ of break-down per 10,000 miles for the year 1960*55-3 lrl’it 2
Bombay, the rate of break-down was 12:87 times; in West Benga e
6:01, in Ahmedabad it is 3-11; in Andhra, in the P]aé“_s ‘Xcasmlit =
537 and in city service 2°16, in Madras it is 10+v2 and 1 Assa

only 1-58,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, the hﬁn’f{!g \{fgfé
ter has given the figures of taxation in other f:(_:ol‘l(JlTllCt'ﬁhS"r Si r
States, but the economic condition of our people is altogethe

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finm&ce)‘:riuf{ te
giving the figures of break-down and it has nothing to @o
economic conditions, B

» - ; reak-down in other
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA: So, Sir, the brea ;
advanced States is much more than in Assam. I would now'request the
hon, Member to withdraw their ohjections.
M. SPEAKER: The qucstion is that the Assam Motor Vehicles
Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1963 be taken 1nto consideration.

(The question was adopted).
Now next item, Mr. Sarma. As, theie 1s no amendment, you can

move (c).
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Shyi SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Transport) ; - Sir, I beg
to move that the Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill

1963 be passed. _
Mr. SPEAKER : DMotion moved is that the Assam Motor Vehicles

Taxation (Ameandment) Bill, 1953 be passed.

Shri HOMESWAR DEB C-;Q-Z{OUDH’URY (Patachar:.
kuchi) : AFEE F4F TIMA, 9 UGT (GEFA BIUHHA " 4T ft
wicatatz wics afseng AE 1 TWRELT " Ffa o Wi, TRt (NS

gefad T=a  f9a A=

Qa7 wztew, 4% (Ama alkiE meta e, Bepd. @ 5141
gEa  edTs @  AFEA—Z  arwAma Al w1 9% T FEe e
Mm@ 42 FEA @ wim e edes  cmms TR
atrT wdrw Acztea A7 FAc (Tralrs fetidm w@ R SRGIERE 3

ciaifata @aigeE A= |
Mzr. SPEAKER : He has proved by figures.

Shri HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY : «F s,
e cofemAbA  erfas bW Tl o | sitde A
agq  edws  aceit@  AiE 1 FE 0 sERE A G ) i
Fiqe wAptaca «fems  frEEeE Gl W 21w AMER
qife Awta q@T FiF TER eI A Spl AT | o2 Fd
o qA—a®  Gwsa S AET  cds edis wAfy, fafEfs
ate R WA A costAEa e “Af @ |

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 2 p. m. for lunch.
After  Lunch @

T R PR e

HOMESWAR DES CHOUDHURY (Patachar-
kuchi): siwTm T CTCEIT, w2 7 fpifafgen @ gk @ TR
Eq e grlEs AeEiE . T qQE. T edws  adfEr e
ion gt e e cFrm AT TIw o orF il qfT coleg |
cords  (FEE  SrESI  L[afereT TRrEE TEw, 9t e
e I AL T o K | A L P i FPR
2 @ @ 9T eYss | wEetr 90 )
URfRn o FEEEM S ARS wERR da, e Ae 9w,
TS ST i A0, S (ISTEE g8 9 e AQ- IS Al
(i | codreira Aeme ©ol W ¥ o = [wie @ fmoFEw
M s w1 olEW  Gaies e tax wEl@ st fvw of
tax  awe ofem A P U2 tax 3@ = @G &3 3t
% fiEATa e 9 cogtaits 4, fran,

oM qen qim et AT
WA om0 mm o AP BUw T, AR il ik
@M tax o AneE Qe oA TR : ‘

Shri
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fiffn 347 9@ Frw @ GNE ATre  FAORPROR  SF

Y GAEE vl @0 BEIA ¥ 1 @2 qwa  FObNece  oNssS uie
I Wi | sfere @ g9 tax  AcdRie WA SR B3R
Twte Fa9iy AR

w1 3w swmaaet R am,  owt
ot IfF sifRs afim

TiMT  SIFIE  TAl@  pawlE 4 free  wfeize I | fvs
G tax sy whid s el Rl W/ oA |
et e ww el Ate Atés wimen il 49 G
TMTZE eslwrs oAy g edw A, GiRchiz Fie9 At | 1

Tax cFic7 fag s, Afr @b o¢f @Al faeadied ool
AT | o Beas T2 wewed  gAke e, (@ URN IR
fFoTT TM5 sl oz AR w@ifE, @ Sifeinds, dfgs, s
2oilfd | 7w i wie Refinery Pipe Lines =iwd @l CFRIS
AT wAST Ay weh czlte iR A wge s bewie fefe—
(SSNFT A heavy tax @@ @wd | F=09 qif fFm-Eo FR-
I e A wRce ot dqe tax @ FACH |

afem orSly omhe vme o2 dfes Abe  frm RISy I
97TS tax = Al oEfEle unearned income, O €IS tax
M (FleTe v Gm Twea WA witifes iZ |

BRI frewn S Alcd | SwEE dep Jw fe el 1 o,
SalE (e T ETE SR et U e L
A | @ eAifee fafem, e eeaw @t e Ewed | WW?;
e s coia TE—gritaRer Fear Ffag e e
Wi ATTw @l A | wifew feo fm, TR SIS SR AT
T, el Bes et affer atm A ficbE el T IR ACH

TEE  4am, oSwEed

fiFFa e o, B[ wifrs (@ @6 P

eATE tax 2 afcel | cet R frowEel FieS
Flere 5w, g Afcat |
wie @Bl Fh Nylon =icdfEs AifFSCT

w Ae T I Afprm |0 T W owAR IE
8f9e luxury tax J=9 @it |

e ¥4 J2AIREY
TieEl Nylons

T2 79 folfice ar, 53 SieF edes tax Fz39i2 WIF TS TSI
A3 12 source Ttz Tomd w0 |

T2 T8 @, wing grew feeRE oA TR ffrea FIan wify
l Fhdtn  T=e oo gt FfERI A |

N
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dAfcrF A mAwtcd tax TEeats i @ Sfte | 9IE
Ac

g8 cefErwaam edas BW  A=dlE Tt o BifT giefR 9T RBE
czra =z |

9% Buicw oF «% F4 T2eald dm Fas oifFEca wral Fl
Mr. SPEAKER: Now, Mr. farma.

Shri LAKHSMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Lahawighat) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I am sorry to waste the time of the House in this way. Sir,I like
to say a few words only. While replying to the points I raised, the
Minister in charge of Transport referred to the taxation measures of
Madras. Sir, according Myr. Masani’s report, it is said:—

“Thus, it appears that even in States where octrois or terminal
taxes constitute a heavy burden on roacd transpnrt as referred to later
or where sales and other taxes on vehicles are higher the vehicle tax
has been raised to limits which take the cumulative burden to bzyond
75 per cent of that in Madras.”

Sir, my point is that the object of this Bi.ll is to consolidate aj]
different taxes levied on motor vehicles. Now, Sir, what are these taxeg
that are levied ? These are Token Tax, Permit IFzes, TInter-Distriey
Permit Yees, Inter State Permit Fecs, Octroi Duty, Toll Tax, Petrg)
Tax, Taxes on goods or vehicles, Passanger Taxes, etc. Registration,
Fees, Inspection Fees and so on and so forth. ler, all these taxes are
not proposed to be taken in one tax according tONt wfpropmal. Whereqg
all taxes in Madras, if we 29 through the report O : Mr. M_asam, are
consolidated together. Everything concerning Mmotor {ransport, it goes g
75 per cent. Sir, according to Masani Report the cumulative burde,
of such taxes is higher in Madras than in other States. But Sir, if we
take the cumulative burden of all taxes taken together, I am sure, the
taxation Pproposal in Asgsam will be more. :

- : : 1 Mini Transpoxrt): At

T 1D (—I[NAT(—I SRAMA-( inister, A P present )
owngrsrlo? vgicles pay two taxes, one vehicles tax and other Pe\‘mli?;
tax and these two are€ going to be amended to one,

PRASAD GOSWAMI: Vehicles pay toll whe,

Shri LAKSHMI f the districts.

Crossing bridges in most O

Shri STDDEHIN ATEL sARMA (Minister, Transport): Thereis ng
ol e in-the National Highways. There ace onlyfewiiotigias
in Assam. So increase of incidence of tax will be very negligible
this ground. In case, bus fare is not increased, the cultivators an:i
common people will not be affected. At present, the owner of moy,
vehicles pays two_taxes. He pays Motor Vehicles Tax, Permit Feeg ar
well. . This amending bill seeks to consolidate the two taxes into g
and it is also rationalised. In some cases, if the hon. Mem},
examine the proposal, they will find that a common man will pay Jq
8 ohe case. ard.in ' others, he will ‘pay a bit higher. Therefore , taxatig,,

e
s

L e e —— s SRR

—— I‘- . - e e
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be high if fare is not increased. Again, if

taxation proposal is examined, it will be seen that the taxation
proposal  which is  proposed in the amending Bill, in some cases,
therc is a decreass and in other cases it has increased foa small extent.
As I have stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, taxes of
motor vchicles have been consolidated upto a Single levy and rationa-
lissd. The inciden:e of increase is also very small. Sir, if you compare
the rates of taxation with other states you will find the tax in Assam
much less. If we compare the tax levied in West Bengal with that of Assam,
you will find that for stage carriage of a 30-seatei® it is Rs. 1,860 1n
West Bengal and that Rs.1,200 in Assam. For goods vehicles it is Rs.1,935
in West Bengal whereas in_Assam it will come to Rs.1,337. Similarly,
if we compare the taxes in Orissa, we find that for goods vehicles-9 tonner
is 1930 in Orissa and in Assam for & 6} tonner it is Rs.1,336. I may
mention that a 9 toonner in Orissa is equal in Jaden weight to 6% tonner
in Assam. So, the taxation here is much less. Then for stage carriage
of 30.seater passenger buses it is 3,600 in Orissa, whereas it is 1,200

% ¢, much less.

on common people will

TR Ty catoarea oYt wledar ¢Feg o, J2CH i RCUEICRIC '\;ng

orits w m, @3 Fewh Bed fafr @ o |

(4aiEtel @, AEhT GEez Aifps Wi raan O s L
o i s R R oy il ey S0 e Sl
TP me | i orice  age WA AE. oF T AT
Site fsifaee | fafE  ceAtan @ AFF TSl ste Aigra T
4ag T T o1z e o2 fele e pel - AGre AT MG
S @fS wficre tgzn wifEwd @b =T TS Aicg 1 e :ﬁz
A" T @ et e Hig ST BACE, A @@'W_Hm
ANm =9 | @2 Fiacd  oigl TwpE - 2 o W ~ﬁc:%z; 99
e = sl =it 1 sfecs S T T
@ et T Afreea @if wza o W fbsl S Gl e
favr  facasm wf3 o5l z3 1 w9 AT 8O sfararg T © r?;‘{
AT 1 Wz o pbeT A SAlE A et AR AT A
e Tz w9 =l el e R |

s owy wwea ot 1 Gifg-siE @wizE T afeT
TarE iy Aiwkp | B9 At ApIeE I Fﬁli "'F*TT‘T‘:;W Sl
MG sRfee | cefem Wz it A

afem o1 atm  wAeE quizE qmers e 8 C;frﬁq;ftlgg
?fmr_ia frq . ash Czeg | SlfGe AR *ifgc_cj_ﬂ Gg:; o

afq ol e B LG F4{ChI R
iﬂmﬁmﬁ%mmﬁcﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁw\gwmﬂml
o wifge s e el o
i | @2 weaim w1 BITIE facapm 4 I |

is that the Assam Motor Vehicle

Myr, SPEAKER: The question
e passed.

Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1963, b
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The House divided with the following result:—

Ayes 47 1 (To save time division was taken by asking,

L the members  for and against the motion

to risc in their seats separately and coun-

Noes 12| ting their nos. The “Ayes” were asked to
J  rise first.)

(The motion was put as question and adopted.) |
Myx. SPEAKER: The question is that the short and long title and

the preamble of the Bill do stand part of the Bill.
(The motion was put as question and adopted.)

The Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1963. l

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance) Mr. Speaker,

I beg to move that the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1963, be
taken into consideration. ,

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion maoved is that the
(Amendment) Bill, 1963 be taken into consideration,

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
oppose this Bill. The intention of this Bill is to increase the tax on
special goods and also it will give way to tax over k:rosene. For the
first item I have no objeciion because it is speciai goods and tax | will
be raised from .e..--e.....

Assam Sales Tax

Mr SPEAKER: Then you are not opposing this Bill ?

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED : No Sir, I oppose the Bill. The tax
on kerosene oil will be very heavy on our p.or people directly. Kerosene oil
is an essential commodity used by all poor peopls living in the village side. |
When there is scarcity of food, our village people can maintain comchow.

When there is scarcity of cioth they can weave cloth in  their own f
houses. But no body can produce kcrosene oil, salt and other essential
commodities used by our people. Our people have already been over l
burden=d with tax and they have the last straw on the camel’s back.

They should not be taxed further. So. when Government go to tax on
erosene oil this way it will be very bad and an injustice willbe

one to the poorer section of the people. So, Sir, I oppose
this Bi)],

*Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): Sir, I
want to sypport my hon. Friend in opposing the Bill. Sir, Kero-
S€ne oil is used by the poorest section of the people. For instance, in
Sh}llong also the houses ¢f richer class of peosple and the Government
bUIldings all are fitted with electric lights and so also in other towns,

C—

e —————

#Speech not Corrected
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q many poor people in _thcse towns even use lamps and other battis
an \they need kerosene oil. Therefore, it is evident that kerosene oil
13 ’;“]ed by the poorer section and if tax i3 levied on this essential
irt:cc the poor people will be very hard hit. Therefore, 1 do not
now _thc reason why Government is levying tax on such essential com-
modities which are really used by poorer section of the people.

o Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding) : Mr. Speaker,
olr, against Deletion of Section 13 of the Act, i.c, Clause 2 regarding
the provision of publication of the list of registered dealers, I would like
FO_makc some observations. If the provision of publication of the
registered dealers be deleted there may be some anomalies. It is for

t}ilc benefit of both Government and dealers that their namnes should
e registered and notified

z Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): Sir, I
o not understand what the hon. Member is referring to. That Clause is not
that we have on this

before this House. The hon. Member will please see

page an extra provision and out of this existing provision We have suggested

deletion of Clause 13.

G Mr. SPEAKER: You are going to delete that Clause. But Shri Das
upta says that it should not be deleted.

Shri SANTIRANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding) : I want 50 /¢ 5% Sir
d the dealers. This clause

th.?lt this clause benefit both Government an .
Yol ,helP Government to collect statistical data ani matters like that.
Sir, if this system is discontinued then there will be very many false,
fake and fictitious figures and much advantage will be taken of by
fictitious dealers. If it is deleted their numoer will increase more and
there will be thousands of fake dealers. Therefore, Sir, both for the
interest of Government as well as for the dealers this clause should be there.

(Minister, Finance) : Sir, 0
ned, they have opposed not

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED
s on the following

far as the hon. Members cpposite are concer
only this taxation msasure, but all other taxation measures on -8
grounds. They are opposed to these measures because of theie puttins
heavy burden on the poor people. They feel that if I‘ESOLH’CCS] are
required and interest be raised by Government for developmenta an
other activitics, these should be don= by only taxing the richer -“BCUC“C}
of the people. Further it is asserted by them that whatever, funds we neet
for the purpose of development or for meeting .nsgni :‘;
of emergency, can be found by effecting economy and I;Ot zlthclafus Ch;
ssary to resort to any taxation measure. Sir, I took near Yh ”
placing before this House. the facts and figures to rc['utgfnt < asselrw'l‘lons
made by the hon. Members that proposed taxations Wi _P;llt al leavy
burden on the poor people. Sir, it is not enough to gs:erbyiuat Ui Jor
that tax will put heavy burden on the people. It ‘my Hon. friends
have anything to differ from the facts and figures given by me and
they have had sufficient time during these few days tO,SCYUtleC and
examines those figures they ought tO have quoted’ figures 1n order to con-
ted was not correct and what

vince the House that what I had sta 1
they are asserting gives the correct picture. Uufortunately, nothlng has
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been indicated by hon. ILlembers except a price assertion that the tax-
ations will affect the poor people.  Sir, [ would request the hon. Mem-
bers to reckon the figures I 'hal only recently placed before
forming any judgement or ma:knu an assertion. The State taxa-
tion as a percentage of thc State National income, Sir, as I have
said ecarlier, was f_’“i}' 3 ff per cent. The hon. Members should
be pleased to ¢ nsider this in the  concext of the - raxes and
receipts which we get from  the Governmeat of India either as
Excise duty or on other account. Sir, our revenue collection is'9 4
per cent of our national income. I have quoted the figures of percentage
of revenue collection to National Income both of the DevelopCd
Countries and Under Developed Countries like Colombo and Indonesia:
I also informed that our National Income had between 1955-56 1o 1961-62
risen from 274 crores to 385 crores. While the revenue increase
was Rs. 5 crores and 20 lakhs only during this period.

Sir, in placing uefgrc the Huusg: thej per capita income of our peo-
ple and the increase 1n n.zmonal income from 19355 to 1961-62, I also
indicated that the Plaoning Commission was of the opinion that
atleast 30 per cent of the National Income should be ploughed back and
invested in order to develop our country and to create more resources:
It is very unfortunate that without taking all these figures and facts into
consideration, the hon. Members are making sweeping assertion that the
burden of the taxation will be falling on the shoulders of the poor people.
For information of the hon. Members I am repeating the figures. Sir,
the measures placed before _th:s?' _I-Iousc for yeilding additional taxes
are as follows The nrst ol thisis the Agricultural income tax. Unfort-
unately, my friend, Mr. Barb'aruah 1s not here to listen to the reply
of the matter raised by him. Sir, he said that only the poor people will
be taxed more and no rich people will be alfscted by this taxation
measure. Sir, we have for the purpose ol examination classified our people
into four categories. Under the first category comes those whose annual
income is Rs. 1,500 or less the Seeond category is of people whose
annual income is between Rs. 1,500 to Rs. 6,000; the third category
is of people whose annual income is between Rs. 6,000 to Rs. 15,000

and the 4th category is of people whose annual income is above Rs. 15,000, |
So far as the Agriculture In‘om€ 1ax is concerned, we are likely to
collect about 53 lakhs of rupees more and this entire additional l
taxation of Rs. 52 or 53 lakhs will be collected from the persons whose

income is over Rs. 15,000. Actually, under this category, comes the l
Tea Company. Therefore, agricultural income tax will come from the
Persons whose income is more than Rs. 15,000 per year. ‘

Sir, next comes the stamps duty ; which will give us an additional
revenue of Rg. 10 lakhs. Now Sir, this Rs. 10 lakhs will be collected ’
mostly from (¢ category of persons whose income is Rs. 15,000 and
more.  Another 3 lakhs and 30 thousands will be collected from those
Persons whose income is between Rs. 1,500 and Rs.6,000. Then Rs,

3 lakhs 4 {housands will be collected from the people whose income

1S between Rs 6,000 and Rs. 15,000. It was also estimated that from ,
the motor vehicle, additional amount of Rs. 31 lakhs would be collccted. I
This additional income of Rs. 31 lakhs will not come from the persons ;
whose annual income is less than RS: 1,500. ; This will come from 2
categories of people, namely, ‘whose income is between Rs. 6,000 and

Rs. 15,000 and persons whose income is over Rs. 15,000,




sa oo s ol |

1963 THE ASsAM SALES TAX (AMENDMENT) 1857
BILL, 1963.

Sir, so far as the first two categories of persons are concerned,
_they constitute 75 per cent of the population. Thus there will be no
impact of this taxes on vast majority the poor people we have also
lfnposed_tax on Kerosene. Sir, we are likely to get about Rs. 24 lakhs
from this _source and out of this 24 lakhs nearly 12 lakhs will
be contributed by the poor section of the population. Sir, 75
per cent of the population constitute this class. The incidence per capita will
be small 8 lakhs of rupees will come from the second category of people, an
other Rs. 3 lakhs 50 thousands will come from the persouns having incomec
between Rs. 6,000 and Rs. 15,000. In this connecction I would
like to inform the hon. Members that at present the Jet planes are
run with Kerosene oil. So, when the International Planes will come to
Gauhat_i Airdrome these Jet planes will purchase Kerosene oil and
from this source, the state is likely to get a very high tax.

: From the Sales Tax we are likely to get about Rs. 16 lakhs.
This will have no impact on the people which constitute about 75
per cent of the population and whose annual inconic is less than Rs.15,00. So,
Sir, how the hon. Members can say that this is likely to affect the
poor people.

Then Sir, sales-tax on luxury goods. This is likely to yield about 10
lakhs of rupees ; it will not have any impact on the poor peop'e. From
the second category of people only one lakh will be realised and the rest will
be realised from the richer section of the people. Then from the excise and
country liquor there is likely to be additional revenue of about 3} lakhs

of rupees. Now, If the people give up their fdrinking habit they need
ever on the poor

not pay this tax and it will have no impact whatso t
people. In fact, this .is one of the measures to~ discourage
people  from  drinking liquor.  If the  poor cople  really
want that their health should be protected _and th?;i; sh:)u:]d

1 e hon.

have - Ebougt i ir ili t is for
; ' h money for helpin their families, 1
; 4 L this habit. In that case, the

_T\/-Iembers to convince them to give up - A
incidence of this tax will not fall on them. Sirz in order to aI;’Pff:C”“_t‘;1 the
position, T also quoted figure which, unfortunately, I have not now Wit dme:
to indicate the hon. Members that having regard fto the budge
of this 4th category of person, who spend about 1007 rupLes Pgr
month, the impact of taxation will be only about 2 Naya paise it % month.
In the case of a labourer having a famlly budget of RS..ISO per montht e
additional burden would be 24 1.P. but in the case of middle class persons

and others, it will be more. I have also worked out the jmpact of the a di-
: 5 per cent of this

tional taxations and all previous taxations omn eople ;

will  fall on the rich ]Iajeoplc; 15 per centp on_ the category having
o anmial famome of Rs. 6,000 to 15,000 a years 14 per Colr 2 R el
having an annual income from between Rs 1,500 and Rs.600 am;]! & perccelllt
on the category having 2n annual income of less than 1,500 anc tTielsei?p e
constituting that category as I have already s2id are'75 per cent. . 0?,
the impact on the individual will be nuch less. 1 hope aiter tnis
the hon. Members will be convinced and will pot repeat the assertion
that this tax is hke]_y to hit the poor people. This will also help me
and the State, They should also place before the people the correct
picture in order to preparc them to sacrifice which only can hold 2 better
future. Now, why these things are required. Only during the recess,
some hon. = Members approached me for grants for -schoo'ls and
other things. I frankly told them that when they require grant for
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a particular school, dispensary and other public amenities and needs
they should also realise and consider how the funds for all these things
should be found. The other day I also posed a question before the House
whether the hon. Members would like the State to remain
in this position without any development ? But the sense of the
House was that there should be more roads, more industries and
all kinds of amenities in towns and so on and so forth. (Voices : We
want that there should be no wastage.) How are we to provide for
these things ? Please have patience, sit down, and let me explain.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ( Jorhat): On a point of order,
Sir. Whether the Hon’ble Finance Minister can ask any member to sit
down ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Ministey, Finance) : I
only requested him to sit down so that I can explain the position,
There are three ways of getting funds for these things. To go
to the market and borrow funds for investment to raise funds
by taxes and to economise I am in entire agreement with the hon.
Members that we should try to curtail the cxpenditure on unpro-
ductive schemes and divert it 1o productive schemes. As there is
scope for curtailing that expenditure I ln_ve. already indjcated the
appointment of a Committee to examine this, Wehowever, require
the cooperation from all because, curtailing of expenditure wil| depend
upon the preparedness of all those people entrusted  with this res.
ponsibility.  We have not only to work more and increase the output
by increasing working hours but also by Improving efficiency. Take for
instance, the working hours should not be less than 8 hours a
day. But the moment e put such proposal there are associations of
our employees which will oppose such a step. They are not there
to look to this aspect but only to demand more salaries and more
amenities. I have listened very carefully to the criticisms against
waste and inefficiency made bv hon. Members. They will agree with me
that this difficulty to-day can not be overlooked by punishing or takin
action against one individual. The truth is that we have not yet heen able to
develop the proper mentality and outlook and realise that ag
Ministers, Secretaries or as employees of the Government we are not
- to serve any individual but to serve the people of our country. We
have to serve and reach our objecctives through succes:ful imple-
mentation of iive year plans. Unfortunately, this realisation is lacking
with the result that this criticism made by the hon. Members is
not without justification. T would therefore, appeal to all that whenever
is possible and whatever is possible for us to do in that behalf
we should make a serious attempt at cconomy in the adminis-
tration. In order to attain success in this direction we have to
pool together our efforts and realise that by working harder and
more efficiently we can bring about economy in the administration. We
should also see that whatever funds are placed at our disposal
they should be properly, timely and fully utilised for the deve-
lopment of onur countity and the betterment of our children. [
submit, Sir, that at least after I have made efforts (o Temove
misconception about these matters my Friends will not repeat before this
Hecuse that the taxation measures proposed and placed Lefore the House would
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hit the - poor people. I appeal to them to pass this Bill. I seek
and hope Sir, to get their co-operation not only here, but also
outside this House in explaining the proposals to the people and
the necessity which have compelled us to increase taxcs.

S0 far as the amendment is concerned, we want to delete
Clause 13. This is proposed ‘o effect economy by avoiding utine-

cessary publication. I So, request the hon. Members to  withdraw their
amendments.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Sales_Tax
(Amendment) Bill, 1963 be taken into consideration:

Those who support the motion say ‘Aye’ those who oppose
it say ‘No’,

(Voices from the Opposition—No, No.)

(After a pause)

.. Order, order. The question is that the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 1963 taken into consideration.

(After a pause)

(The question was adopted).

There are no amendments to Clauses 1, 2 and 3.

L put the question : The Clauses 1,2 aund 3 do stand part

of the Bill.

Then Qlause 4, My, Tazuddin Ahmed.

(After a pause)

Yes, Mr, Tazuddin Ahmed, what are you going to do with your

Amendment,
H

::Ma\' TR, P Tl ), et S ‘_\"‘P LA ' N W wy SRR

. Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) : We are not given copies
of the Amendment, Sir.

/4 My SPEAKER : Amendment is placed on everybody’s table, Heye iy
;e Amendment. In clause 4
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(1) in the marginal heading the word and figure ‘“and all” shall
be deleted ; and (ii) the item (b) shall be deleted.

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED : Copics are not with us, Sir.

Mr SPEAKER : The hon. Member should know that when _Ilﬁ
moves an amendment, he should have Copy of the amendment with

him.

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) : No Sir, I am ot
moving.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. Member is not moving his Amend-
ment. Then I put the question.  The question is that Clause 4 of the Bill

does stand part of the Bill.

(Afier a pause)
(The question was adepted).
Clause 4 of the Bill does stand part of the Bjll.

‘The question is long and short titles and the preamble of the Bill
do stand part of the Bill.

(The question was adopted.)

Yes, Mr. Ahmed

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): [
beg to move that the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1963 be
passed.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam Sales Tax
(Amendment) Bill, 1963 be passed.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Mr. Speaker, Sir, |
want to oppose the passing of the Bill because the explanation given by
the Hon. Finance Minister is not at all convincing though he has been
trying Lo convince us by force. (Mr. Speaker : How does the question
of force arise ? Better say force of arguments). All right Sir, by force
of arguments, Sir, Government by layingstress on the emergency and
withouat considering the cconomic aspect of the people are going to
CVy taxes one after the other. 1 do not propose to go into details at
the moment, 1 would refer to only one thing. I hope the’ hon, Mem-
ers of the House will all agree with me that the price of all essential
commodities are rising to-day. L[ want to know from thé Government
in this connection, what cffective measures are they going to tak::
against this rising price. I want to know from the Govarnment what
steps arc they taking to _makc up t_he loss on'the royalty on oil which
is entircly due to their elther pcg]tgcncc or incompetence to put up_tln:
case properly before the authority that be ? Therelore, the question
ariscs, had the Government been able to realise the royalty rightly
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;Iuc to the Govem}u_mpt, then, Sir, if I calculate aright, there would
t]:V?l'leI?:ﬁ?tt ;:0 il(llggﬁit i the Bud‘get.- Now h.a,‘v_ingrl‘_aiicd to do that due
I petence, they are now raising this bogy of emergency
In scason and out of season to tax our people. 1 would like to tell
the Government that the people of Assam will not tolerate this for
any length of time. Itis clearly evident that this taxation measure
will aflfect our people adversely ; they will suffer directly from the
mmpact of this taxation. On the plea of Sales Tax businessmen will
raise the price of essential commodities like anything. This is exactly
happening at present, from the very next day of the presentation
of the central Budget, prices, of all the commodities included
therein began to rise long one month ahead of the enforcement of the
proposal The after effect of the taxation proposal of our State is
also not an exception, Will the Government be able to control this
rising prices. As the Hon. Members are fully aware, Government has

uptil now sadly failed to bring any eflective check on the greedy

businessman trying to raise the Prices of esseatial commodities. Hon.
put up fine arguments to

Finance Minister knows very well how to
carry through his points. But the real problem lies in implementation
of the fgproposecd measure Can Government give usan assurance
that the greedy businessmen will no longer be able to raise the prices
of essentia] commodities ? Although our Government is  trying 10
Immitate other progressive States in  the matter of levying taxes
one after the Other,D they have failed to give due importance to the
ia:ct that the people of our State are economically most backward.
Can Government develop the country simply by force of arguments,
by te“lng the people that they are following a progressive method
of taxation ? I would rather say, the method followed =~ by our
Covernment to tax our pecple is far from progressive ; instead, 1t 1S
the most digressive method of taxation.
Itisa fact that the burden of Central taxation will be on the shoulders

of the common people. Now in all matters of taxation there are some sort
n with something else.

of mixtures, They are going to mix up this taxatio

Nowe it is the eme?'rgenc;wit?l which iI: is being mixﬁ_d up. At present,
keeping aside development, it is emergency that preduminates our thinking.
This has given risc to twin objectives that taxation measures have to achieve.
But the trouble is this that nobody in-charge of developmengal agthl_tles 12
sincerc and honest. The present, drive seems to be something like just_to

white-wash their defects and wastage in the name of development. The
but development 11 the

real sense of the term extending benefit to the people in any miscroscopic form,
huge wastage of money.

nowhere we can find. In every department there is

'/.\t least 57 per cent or 60 pcr}ceutl of money has been 2 sheer 'W}alsta_\g(_:-
bl_m:e there is wastage of revenue, their coming with prop'osal_s of ﬁe‘s. A
ation finds no justification. 1 am giving a lot of stress on the item of F?cro-
sene.  Government should not come forward with any proposal, for] resh
taxation on this essential article. They failed to get the dug share in the oil

royalty case, and in respect of other subvention trom the _Gentl'ﬂ and now

they are trying to get money like this, by imposing taxaton on the essential

commodities like Kerosene, Government should not forget that we are pro-

ducers of Kerosene, nor should Government ignore the plight of the common

man, the economic condition of the poor people of ASS?‘{H: _Takmg all these
g‘iitm‘ﬂ into consideration, we cannot accept this Bill. This is my submission,
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): Mr. Speaker
Sir, as all the facts and figures have alrcady been placed by me before the
House, I feel it is not nenessary to repeat them again to meet the points
raised by some of the Members. In opposing this Bill, Shri Barua has cons -
tended that, as the Government have not properly lovked after the interest
of the peoplr and have wasted the funds and resources. At their disposal,
there is no ustification for the levy of this taxation. The Oil Refinery award
has been cited as an instance of the State Government showing scant regard
to the intercst of the people. I am sorry, Sir, that, after  the copies of the
award and the materials connected with it have been placed before this
House, there should still exist in the mind of some persons a feeling that we
did not do our best to get what belongsto the State.  Sir, I would like to
emphasize that all that was possible was done by us to get the maximum
royalty and, above all, to get our legal rights to have say in its dotermina- 3
tion recognised. I doubt it any one else could have,done better. The hon.
Member should realise that the only other alternative to agreeing to arbitra:
tion by Prime Ministzr was to go to the High Court or Supreme Court &
was done by our Sister State, West Bengal, in the case of coal dispute:, [
have no hesitation in saying that w2 got satisfactory solution without going .
to the Courts. The West Bengal Government has not gained much by going
to the Court as the latter has given the decision in favour of the (Central
Government. Ile ought to have been generous to realise that because of the
placing of our case in correct prospectlive and proper manner, we succeeded
in obtaining from Government of India the recognition of Assam’s right to
higher royalty than the Oil and I\fIn}es Ministry were proposed to give. The
only matters where Assam’s contention was not acceptzd was the basis of
determination of the well-head value of crude oil. The cost of the extraction - »
of erude oil, which would enable I.he_ determination of its well-head value,
has not yet been worked out in India. If this could be worked out there
would have been no difficulty in determining the royalty as 10 per cent of
such well-head value would be the royalty. The Assam Oil Company has
thus been paying on a rational value and for this purpose the Oklahama
price has been taken as a basis—this being considered a substantially free
market. We objected to the Middle East price being taken as the basis, on
the basis of which Mines and _Oil Ministry had assessed Rs.4'8 per ton as the .
royalty due to us, becausc Middle East Market was not a substantially free
market and the Government of India objected to Oklahama price heing the

bhasi....eeees

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jerhat): If these arenot thef.j
correct basis, why then they made the agreement with the Government of 3
India ? What was the Government doing since 1949 ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): I was just
going to mention the reason for their objection. It was said that till 1959
Oklahama could be considered as a substantially [ree market but when the
import of crude oil was prohibited in U. S. A since 1959, Oklahama also
ceased to be a free market. The United States became a close State from ,
1959 so far as import of c.rudc oil from outside was concerned. Therefore, in- "
absence of any market bqlng a substantially free market so far ag crudc,oi]
was concerned, the question arose what should be the hasis for determining
the well-head value of crude oil extracted from ficlds in Assam ? Naturally,
the one basis would be the price of crude oil at which the producer will sell .
the crude oil after extraction to the refinery or to any other buyer ag forinstance |
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the Assam Oil Company. The Oil Refinery is purchasing the crude oil from
Oil India and also the Assam Oil Company at a rate of about Rs.75 per ton.
If this is the price reccived by Oil India is there any justification to- say that
ten per cent of this is not reasonable particularly when there is no substan-
tially free market any where else on the basis of which we could press for tak-
ing into consideration the national value ? Formerly, the Oil and Mincs
Ministry of Government of India arranged to pay us royalty on an arbitrary
basis but becaase of our putting up of the case in the proper manner an equit-
able basis of determination of royalty has been arrived at. I do not under-
stand how the hon. Member can say that we have done nothing to put
properly Assam’s Case and that the present basis of determining royalty is not
reasonable and equitable.

I am constrained to submit that it becomes very difficult to make some
persons appreciate the royalty when they are bent upon closing their eyes to
facts. If what we experience and observe in different part of the States inter-

pret work and express correctly we shall have to admit that we kave made |

tremendous progress, since we became independent. Whether it is the deve-
lopment of power, extension of roads, construction..........

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): On a point of clarifi-
cation, Sir, does the Hon’ble Minister think that by constructing roads, few
buildings, Government have developed the State ?

Myr. SPEAKER : That is a matter of opinion,

: Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance) : Sir, if the
increase in literacy, facilities for imparting of education on a large scale, the
extension and improvement of roads, the transport development, more and

more power available to the people, provision of medical facilities and |

spread of technical institutions, do not indicate progress and development,

1 do not know what else can be the yard stick to measure and determine the
progress and development of any country ?

(Noise)
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): We differ.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order.

Shyi FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): I, therefore,
submit that mere assertion that this State has not developed, will not con-
vince any one and is not acceptable to me. ~All fair minded people will have
to admit that progress and development in ‘this State  have been made. It
is necessary that, for further development of our State, funds and resources
have to be mads available. As I pointed out, our annual plan outlay for the
next Financial year, which will begin day after to-morrow, has heen increas-
ed and it may exceed Rs;29 crores. Are not the hon. Members prepared to
go for that much plan outlay during the next financial year. if the proposed
outlay is described and accepted, the resource for implementing the pro-

ramme and scheme in the coming year have to be found partly by raising
oans and pattly through taxation,
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Che investment much thus will bring about further development, I d
not know what else can maintain the speed of development. Th?arefor’ S"o
I submit what we see around, if sufficiently indicative of the progress \vc,} 1},
made and if some are determined not to see this change for the Et{)etler cI :22:16
: -

ot help them.

Mr SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Sal :
ment) Bill, 1963, be passed. . Ao e

HOUSE DIVIDED

Noes—15
1. Shri Dulal Chandra Barua. 9. Shri Rampirit Rudrapaul,
9. Sbri Emerson Momin. 10. Shri Ram Prasad Dns;.
3. Dr. Homeswar Deb Choudhury. 11. Shri R. Thanhlira.
42 B Khogendra Nath Barbaruah. 12. Shri Santi Ranjan Das Gupta,
5. Shri Lakshmi Prosad Goswami. 13. Shri 1 ajuddin Ahmed,
6. Shri Madhusudhan Das. 14. Shri Tarapada Bhattacharjee,

7. Shri Nanda Kishore Sinha. 15. Shri Zahirul Islam,

Shri Nallindra Sangma.

8.
Ayes—58
1. Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha. 30. Shri Gauri Sankar Roy.
ath Mookerjee. 31. Shri Hakim Chandra Rabha.

Shri Baidyan

i Dev Kant Borooah. 32. Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar,

Shr
in Ali Ahmed. 33. Shri Indreswar Khound,

S

Shri Fakhrudd

Shyi Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi. 34. Shri J. B. Hagjer.

. Shri Mahendra Nath Hazarika. 35. Shri Kamala Prasad Agarwala,

Shri Moinul Haque Choudhury. 36. Shri Khogendra Nath Nath,

Sute

8. Shri Rup Nath Brahma. 37. Shri Lila Kanta Bora.

9. Shri Siddhinath Sarma. 38, Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta,
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10. Shri Girindra Nath Gogoi.
11. Shri Radhika Ram Das.
12. Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika.
13. Sirimati Komol Kumari Barua.
14. Shri Lalit Kumar Doley.

15.
16.
7
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23,
24,
25.
26.
27,
28.

29.

Shri Abdul Jalil Choudhury.
Shri Abdul Munim Choudhury.
Shri Abu Nasar Md. Ohid.
Begum Afia Ahmed.

Raja Ajit Narayan Deb.

Shri Akshoy Kumar Das.

Shri Baliram Das.

Shri Bazlul Basit.

Shri Chanoo Kheria.

Shri Dandeswar Hazarika.

Shri Derajuddin Sarkar.

Shri Devendra Nath Sarma.
Shri Dwijesh Chandra Deb Sarma
Shri Emonsing Sangma.

Dr. Ghanashyam Das.

The House divided with the followi

AYES
NOES
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39

40.

41.

42.

46.

47.

48.

57.

58.

. Shri Mahamad Umaruddin.
Shri Mahadeb Das.
Shri Mal Chandra Pegu.

Shri Manik Chandra Das.

. Shri Mohananda Bora.
. Shri Narendra Nath Sarma.

. Shri Omeo Kumar Das.

Shri Pabin Sarma.
Shrimati Padma Kumari Gohain
Shyi Pulakeshi Singh-

Shri Radha Kishon Khemka.

. Shri Ramdeb Malah.
_ Shri Ram Prasad Das.
9, Shri Sarat Chandra Singha.

. Shri Darat Chandra Goswami

Shri Sarbeswar Bordoloi.

. Shri Surendra Nath Das.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali.
Shri Tilok Gogoi.

Upendra Nath Sanatab.

ng result:

(The Bill is passed)

(The motion was put as

question and adopted),
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The Assam Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment) Bill, 1963

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance) : Sir, [ beg

to move that the Assam I'inance (Sales Tax,  (Amendment] Bill, 1963 be
taken into consideration,

Mr. SPEAKER :

o T'he motion moved is that the Assam Finance (Sales
I'ax) (Amendment) Bjl).

1963 ve taken into consideration.

(I'h: motion was put as question and adopted).

S of GBS . ¢ Asdimmblen v e el

As there is no amendment Mr. Ahmed can pass on to item (c).

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): Sir, I beg

to 1110;/(: that the Assam FFinance (Sales Tax) (Amendment) Bill, 1963 he
l)ilh'b'c( .

.. Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that the Assam Iinance (Sales -
'ax) (Amcndm(:nt) Bi

3ill, 1963 be passed.

(The motion was put as question and adopted).

The Assam (Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Products

mcluding Motor Spirit and Lubricants) (Taxation
Amendment) Bill, 1963.

o L e

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance) :  Sip, [ beg
to move that the Assam (Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Products includ- ]

ing Motor Spirit and Lubricants) (Taxation Amendment) Bill, 1963 he taken
into consideration- :

Mr. SPEAKER : & ed is that the Assam (Sales of Petrolenm
and Petroleum produr:ts‘incélifg;nrﬂoﬁotor spirit and Lubricants) (Taxation
Amendment) Bill, 1953 be taken into consideration.

Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta) : ST 14
AT, A2 T s grdper wats w2 AAfE T e I8 Ui
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S T ma g e wmn ordwe Motor Spirit (Excepe
Diesal oil and Internal combustion oils other than petrol). ) i
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fadtcs Lubricants.

26l

s5is Deisal Oil and other Internal combustion oil and
other than Petrol.

seics Kerosene not ordinarily used as an internal combus-
tion oil.

¢ 7cs Crude oil = edas 7 #aF [ SO A F3
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Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri) : Mr. Deputy Speaker
Sir, I find that the hon. Members of the opposition ar¢ bent upon oOpposing
systematically ecvery measure of taxation which the Gover nn::m 'i proposing.
Now, Sir, the mos( in.portant thing for consideration 18 whet er there is any
genuine necessities to adopt taxation measures to increase financial resources  of
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the State. We are already conunitied for certain de velopmental programmes
under the Third Year Plan for which we have alo an obligation to raise
additional resources. Now, do the hon. Members from the Oppasition want

that the Third Year Plan must be stopped and pruned down. ‘The next
point is—Mr. Barua remarked ihat on the pretest of the 'mergency the
Government is taking advantage of the situation to impose more and more
taxations, I may explain 1!1:1? there are certain new items of expenditure
bearing entirely on the N:u:on.:! Eme-aency. Now, vou will find ia cousse
of the debate’on the Governor’s address manv houn. Ylembers particularly
from an Opposition said that the number of Home-guards should he vaised
from 25,000 to 1 lakh, and Shri '.z;uddm observed that the Hom-guads
should be paid some pocket mon<y an addiition to being provided with
uniforms and equipments so that they may he enabled to discharge therr
duties properly. Sir, ]‘_’!H'\(--:i!" f_.!'-,' UE)i'li.’:f}‘»‘ of the hon. Members of the
other side of the House. Now, Sir I wonld like to draw the attention of the
House to the expenditure und: r the head Civil Defence. This is estimated
at Rs.1 crore | lakhs and {H!fi. t his is entirely a new item which did not
find any place in: the out goin: vear’s Budger,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: A\lr. Umuuddin, you are not to explain
the points raised by the hon. Members

Shri MAHAMMAD UIVEA}RUDD?N: Sir, I am only making out a case
for additional taxation. N“\'v: if we talk about_raising the Home-guards ¢n
one hand and oppose taxation measurcs to raise resources then how to meet
the expenditure of Rs.] crores and 3 ]:11;11.« under Civil Defence. Then this
sum includes Rs.70 lakhs to meet expenditur: under ‘Home guard’ only.

Second.y, the Polics Budget was for a little over Rs.5 crores Jast yeat
and it has been raised to Rs.’?:_,“cnn.c.& in t{n present budget, So, this excess
of Rs.2} crores js on account of National Emergency alone, This is entirely
an additional expenditure not for any development” work but for emergency,

Thirdly, provision h?.s been made f?'"'.Rs.‘!':'i_la‘-‘hs under  Agricalture for

a specizl programme for mcre.lsednpmduc'tmn of more rice and vegetahle,
etc., which are in short sll_ppl}’ be- ause we have to feed the Army, we have
to feed the increasing Civil population, 'I’hfrc[l'_mc, W€ must procuce more
foodgrains, more vegetables and pouliry, etc.  These are on account of the
emergency alone. There 15 a g'n"owm;m'cf Rs.1 crore I3 lakhs under Qivil
Defence, Rs.2 crores 46 lakhs under Police and about Rs.45 lakhs under
agriculture respe-tively and 'thllS the total expenditure is estimaed to he
about Rs.4 crores 4 lal:hs. S50, I would Lke t5 ask the hon, Memt ers of the
PPosition from which source this money would come. Qur hudget is
already deficit. Sq, we must first face this emerueacy and these cinergengy
Measures alone will cost more than four crores et ‘alone expenditure for
evelopmental activities. 1 he Vm'irms: taxation measurcs of the G vernment
will brljng rupe-s one  crore and sixty-two lakhs only. We m st, there-
fore, ha prepared to face this fundamental face ; we must not play upon the
Sentiments of the people by raising the slogan that the poor people are hard

. 9
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hit by this taxation. Our approach to this matter should be realistic and
rational. The hon. Members from the Opiosition are persistently raising -
the slogan that the paor people are being oppressed with taxationy. Bhey
are tiying to make capttal out ol the taxation ¢n Kerosenz il at .2 aP. per
litre.  AIl'T can say is that all these talks about poor pto ole being. taked
are mere clicks. '

Then again Sir, in this national emergency facing the country the poor
as well as the rich must partucipaie not only through physical suppore but -
also in terms of monifary s.crifice according to their c-xp;,.(:ities. In othe:s
words, nct only the p or should participate the various Physical programmes
but they should make some sacrifice in terms of money zlso. There should
be a sense of participation in all the citizens of India ric_h or poor otherwise
we will not be able to face the great danger, Sir. during _th-c last Great
War in 1941, if T remember a right, the whole British Nation placed their
property al the disposal of the Government. Then late Gco:-‘_gf: Bernard
Shaw said, ‘“‘what the Russians achieved in 25 years, the ]'3nlls-h pcoplc
achieved overnight. The British people placed their ever:ching  including
the Jands and properties voluntarily at the disposal of the Government. Our
people should also follow this example. So, Sir, instead of doing this if
we simply raise the slozan that the Government 15 1IDPOSIT & taxes onl){ on
the poor people, this will be very harmful, the situaflon will be dangerous
and detrimental to the implementation of defence efforts.

Therefore, 1 appeal to the hon. Members of the Opposition tcuh show
where iro n this four crores of rupees will be available. I request t Elnl tof
point out the sources and offer their suggestions as €0 .!hc methods of
taxation, 2

Sir, T agree with one point that this hard earned money of the peoplc:

5 Qncp : : with them-. If the;
should be rroperly utilised. On this point Ligm aliong ifficulty for the
moncy to be raised is properly utilised there will_be: 10 di c s Z create'a
people to come forward (o pay more taxes and to do thamva 2 T
favourable climate by successful implementation of varicus measur Sb‘il'se
showing satisfactory results. It is only then it will be pos-ible tob mao{';hé
the resources of the people. Therefore, i hope Sir, the hon. Mlﬂndqffsicu]ﬁﬂ
Opposition will face this fundamental fact and will appreciate the le ;MC hard
confronting first and will not raise the slogan that the I)()Ior, HeCR ;
hit by (his taxation measure both inside and outside the House.

Shri RAM PRASAD DAS (Bijni) f: @iF ﬁ- $
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Shri SANTI RANJAN 1)_AS GUE-’TA (Lumding): My, Speaker Sir,
I also rise to oppose this taxation on Kercsene and in doing so Sir, I want
to point out first, Sir, in clause 3, sub-scction 1 in item 3 hese it has Dbeen
stated that ..o - will be better if you discuss it w ;
Mr. SPEAKER : It wi ye  better i you discuss it when the Bill

lausc.

7 Y

will be taken up clause by c

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA:  Sir, there no amendment Sir.
I want to make @ few observations. Actua]iy,_ therc_ are variety oil, namely,
Diesel Oil has three different names namely diesel 911, crude oil and furnace
oil. It has becn stated that ({If"'d oil and other internal combustion oils
will be levied at seven naye paic¢ per litre, and crude oil will be levied at one
naya paise per lirre and kerosene not ordinarily used as an internal combus-
tion oil will be Jevied at two naye paise  per litre. Sir, ii things are done
like this, I think there will be ’—Wga anf’ma“)’-_ There will bLea chaotic
condition because when the tax officer w1l! examine the accopnts_of Vf!rious
farm they will not be a:ble to ge: at _lhc rc?al‘ thing. S_o I t.hmk it will be
better if seven naya paise be pul against higi speed diesel ofl and one naya
paise against diescl, crude and firnace oil.

Y . i et

Sir, 20 years before we usec| to gt keroscne tin at [15/ now we have
to pay Rs.8/8/ and the rates _haVE mcrca'sed cousiderably. 1t is argued
that this taxation will not hit thz poorer seciion of the pcople or the low
income group. Lhe same argument was also put forward by the previous
Government in tiis House. But the gradual increase is there on these com-
modities, Now, Sir, if we L{llcu]a_tc it from the statistical figure we find i\
that the irapact of this taxation will fall on 75' per cent of our population.
In actual practice, the people have to face this trouble. tis very difficule o
or the people in the rural areas to carry on and they do not
Now that there is serious faxation and they do mnot Inow basically
2% o what has been the taxation. So, Sir, my submission is that this tax ]
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can be avoided and there are different heads in the Budget where excess
expenditure have been estimated. This morning T Lave referred to one or
two of such budget heads. There has been new inclusicn almost in every
grant whether in this name of the national cmergency or other pretext. So,
these expenses can be avoided easily and if tois taxation on kerosene can be
avoided then the Government will not lose a very heavy sum, but there will
be confidence in the pcople’s mind that the Government responded to their
cail. Therefore, I submit that this new taxation should be dropped and the
Government will show their good gesture that they have sympathy to the
people.

Shri FAKIHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Firance) Sir, this
matter has beea thoroughly discussed and I need not trouble the House by
repeating what I have already said in meeting the objections raised by the

hon. Members I would however like to clear the point raised by the hon.

Member, Shri Santi Ranjan Das Gupta. He said that the levy of different

rates of tax on the crude oil and the diesel 0il and otler intqrnal : comi_)us
tion oil is likely to be confused as under Itein 5 one . Naya Paisa is levied
crude oil and under Item 3, 7 Naya paise is levi.d on dlc;sel oil, etc. Sir, I
would only like to point out that we do not propo.e Lo increase the tax on
crude oil under Item No 3. This difference in rates has been in existence
from long before-and no confusion was found to arise. Apart from this, I
would ask the hon. Member to look at the cefinition of the ‘crude oil’’ in the
principal Act. The crude oil is defined there as the crade petroleum 1in its
constituent stage. There can be no fear that there is. likely lto be any cc:mf;,}I
sion with this terminology of crude oil and of other iniernei combustion 01

etc. 'V - alisi L rude oil extracted and sold by the Oil India to
Ne are realising t :x on crud | has no reference

the refinery or to the Assam Oil Gompany. ‘This proposa_ o rel
to Item 3.y Sir, since the other bill has been passed ond since this Dbill only

provides for the rate, the hon. Member I hope willnot Oppoxss;,?x;&(b‘ates o

Mxr. DEPUTY SPEAKER The quession is that the :
Petroleum and Petrolcum Products including motor Spiri :a:nd Lubricants)
(Taxation Amendwent) Bill, 1963, be taken 1nto consideration.

(Divisien).
e your votes py standing.

Myr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I will not tak
Ayes 56 ; Noes i3.

(The motion was put as question and adopted.)

L : 3 the question. The
L'here is no amendment to Clause (1). So I put »
question is that the Short Title and Commencement of the Bill do form part
of the Bill,

In Clause (2), there are three amendments.

amendments ?

Is anybody moving the

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) : Mr. Deputy Speaker. 8ir, T
beg to move that the Clause (2) shall be deleted.
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Afafefess wa=wts T=tm Ffma e arFECe F S
et sfaa  fFotiRfeeen o2t wfi ot 9% | @8 T (a4
gift orfa ©fF za ©fF TME g TEm | frs ggw ML I
@ BrR Af@d  @td FlEEca 9T Gwm qragw g 990 OF @,
gl Al Fifd 9% F@ oAai T oare 9 ouien | @R
@t ARE W6 oF Tl CFREERIE sm 1 REfie e . 4R
ficr 1 wift wFEEfz AT amdw T @8 wq el S
w4 ABTm o FlEed wiEioen wasfs whg | @i 3w 9AR
7= St @At IFF R, 9% ofe A 9% paele AR
e daffrsr awEis w4 T, cofonima attwe 5 9pie
SAFIAF Al FfAA ? O1F WA 9% @tfeT comm Gaw R @3
ozt oz |

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) 4t Tzt
Ao coFm  efET F@d@  BIA  TNF  Tme  wiAien oz g |
2 fHeedn FEEeli w9cA arEE | alwEd qi¥we e w99
siEeE A feoita Gie weE i o wiferm e w9
dreEF TS wife bl cwimea 4BAiScs | wifes  seei aed
TSTECH FOACAZT TIE | T wbies st Tawe ohrw o, Wiy
@Kﬁﬁg?ﬁ%‘«jﬁﬂlﬁfgﬁﬂﬁf@wﬁsm
Afasw  Trom 2 9% (BCT  WITA  TTS ¥ reaction
GiEchl  wicelicslcE  SffF oiZtee ¢ Atz s sty A e
weel WA I cim fYPn, @2 wa o= Wiy aew oR fm | 9
o=e fafE== ‘‘reactionary group’” wg (o¥EWw @SBl @bl sley
T AFry | cifsts A2 F 4en A, W@ wem wwieR Wl
tmem | Sff wiEcd AR Atfim 3fF aeF SR fam | 9l
SEET T A BT difsss e wfats | @ s divie
sion bell “ffcaZ  sbr @ A oo aisw s @oe
onmzfz | o AfAfES SR SR mds A cartts g deaR
aicer | e TN WIFE ww wimE o difew, fre fosed A
e T  mwe A gy dfFm Be aware of dogs 1
*%s wifsy Be aware of tax @ dfi |

oiw, | It8gma wes T owEgwm ~ tzeg e c@\%mtcaﬁ_sﬁtg
G2 wdy @iy femew  difEF oW AMNE | femes iy TG
B e, csrdw wweE mel spuiTficz ored |
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BeT | @iy femm cE g@s weles AR e St RS
e Affrg | o et wiaE e firwEls w99 I E L R ()
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@ AT Toie @iid FEFE 1 4%01 SR 999 I | AT
I OiCAE Mo fiEzTed  Tes  FW aled o ORME . |
AT AT eclae ¥4 mdlitAcE Aizee wette a9 sl | Sl
AbrE TS e wReeT e G | ¥R cow fr ceicTs Fiewl &
A Y ol | A oldeEd ee 9 S CITE  COCeRT
57 =9 =w=dtérs woe  oifacoidl SibS | SrEz  ZACBl  DIFRA
ool TER afrw qiele wR FRT @ 1 92w giye T O
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Wt ol Bfs e ¥, opiE wdgel T FE i
ol Tws  q@eldt e aRew genz fran | SN Zafe fAacai
e ofeta AR Wi, o AR teE, woaEd aiwe S GrEc
M waw wiw fwam Bw AR = 9iE
ofem  wimE i wics At TN
ot wer | ifvewica dew @R AW om ARde R SIS
L O TR R | ) I 1[5 | (2
9Fel  TzeA e Affzros  wiw A T sfeg 2 FIF o e
9 TF IR 2 Fewdiw  wgecd o T TR GERSR SR b
w1 @ aw gEedfe zes AT SIREETSNET
@B ww A fre  awea (be 2Rl SN . Mr. De-
*Shxi FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance)t Gt c
puty Speaker Sir, while I asked for hand co-operation to t2 under the
difficult situation to overcome the number of difficulties we have will be
Present circumstances, I expected that that hand ox_co-opcratxlc)?lave e
given by my friends. Now, 1 have been threatened with stoncii bt
threatened with all kinds of consequences. Sir, I do not know ﬁgn e
mentality can be helpfui to bring about the uaity, the CO*OPCFahO T
need at this time, I can understand that the hon. Mcxnl?er? wmcasurc sl
stage and every step are opposing cach and every _ta.}.aflclm e e
making their speeches not based on facts and figures but nd‘lﬁl?SY SR ek
to justify their existence in this House. These arc the kmdo lpl T
are made in the I egislature where we have to sit down an Cc? H;‘siyon Thesz
discuss every item dispassionately and come 1o a definite ;C L ‘fr o
speeches are made for the purpose of propagan_da..,:.(Dlsturl an i ob e
Opposition) Sir, I would seek your assistance il asking the hon. Member to
behave properly. If hon. Members make some observations they must also

—

#Speech not corrected. I
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be ]:Jrcparc:] to listen to the reply given. This is not the way to conduct the
business of this House. I was really surprised to hear when the Leaderof
the Opposition said that he was not here to give suggestion how the resources
of the State are to be raised, how taxes are to be levied...

“Shri LAKHI PRASAD GOSWAMI Laharighat): {here is amis:
understanding, Sir I said that I was not here to give suzgestion how to
raise tax but to give suggestion how to raise resources.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): I would
like to. know from him whether there is any country in the world where it
can do without taxation. Supposing we are going a long wuy it is. the duty
of the Opposition to say that thosc are the proper methods by which taxa-
tion should be raised so that we may accept them. But I was really sur-
prised to see him shirking the responsibility of giving SUgss stion in this res-
pect. Any how, Sir, I would not like to deal with many of the matters
which the hon. Members have raised. but 1 would like tosi1y this much that
as I have.already admitted, the impact ot tax on kerosenc cil will be on al}
classes of people including the poor people.

But at the same time, I have also said that “"h,cn.,wf:‘l"m’.c dedicated
ourselves, the rich, the middle class and the poor must ’r:tcafllctf in order to
build .better future. Sir, it is oaly (‘dst‘ilt']al _tlmi._ c,;;ery_onc of us,
from the rich to the poor, must make uis (':oxm-lbunon in savmg a beiter
future for our children. It will not be cquitable d -l[:)rm- :l:tllmilllctllr?l e
on the shoulder of one class of people. I he poores.e "S"g*,f ifs ; So'lhcar
a portion of the burden according to thewr C"lpa({'-u.)' ‘-,n}{‘of' 1%?:6“’111 e
pleased to see the figure, you will fing that oRE O5 2 nLi about R f2 lakhs
which, we are going to raise by additional ta:\'auouf, '(i)e AR E.S. akhs
will be rajsc: from what is called poore! section © 51.1 (:1 ccmy. B Y]erYbOdy
will admit tht this poor class constitutes a'bomf 7io }Jakhs of ru oo
population. Therefore, to brar a tax ey O TIE popltlelis uhol
Rs.162 lakhs by a section which con-titutes 1 plbr C:‘;e by the richer lsfon‘ 5
not very heavy. The rest Rs.150 lakhs will bf: ;,(1)11; of the total populilcttimn
of the population which constitures only 25 per.£e ' 2

! :11 be much less in the case q
Therefore, the per capita taxation peL = Sir, I have not been able t:f

Boor neaple thag the so called ) i secuons._m osed on the poorer sectig
appreciate the idea that no burden should be 1 ol’;css or develoD until  apq.
of the society. No country can make any Plt‘;z top to the bottom Sl}d'
unless there is some amount of sacrifice from oG .p ir,
since the Congress Government came into [;_‘?_WCOf caxation and on cople
n;.‘usi-fi rea}:.ise, that we have cha;_r;gii t?;: ;;'2 1[-4}(l O lfeatly bl 5%0;:;
of this change i jicy of ta B B2 7 :

of {8 shunge in our poliey 8 G venest sectin, of e e, eCii
peoBle Whose imuome, per, year is sbove RS20, K f ction, Houritatl
very less the incidence of tax is much moreé =4 ;'ou) . Tlourteen
cent of the tax comes from the lowest 1ncome group.  dherefore, the

- P ' 4 | ._'—-“—.'———\
hon. Members must realise this thivg when th,g{_t.‘ijyf‘f,i ‘ommunusm, “Herayy

would like to tell the hon. Members that in Communist countries tax burden
is maueh higher than here.

¢

E
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, on a point. of
clarification. We 'did not compare our country with the Communist:
countries. What I said is chat, it is not the time to impose any fresh tax.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finznce): Sir, what

the hon. Member was driving at was that as a result of this taxation the
people would become Communists.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, I'said that it is not the
time to impose fresh taxation.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : 'Sir, when the hon, Mcrpbﬁl"!
spoke I did not disturb them but now when [ am speaking they are mter=
fering, So, I would like to seek your indulgence. The hon, Member said-
that this is not the time for taxation and if taxes are imposed, -pmplc m:gul;t_’
become Communists. If the people like to become - Communists, as'a res lt ¢
of this taxation I, would request the hon. Members to convince t_hg pcﬁlp ;
that the burden of taxation in communist countries is much higher: tha
here.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: - Sir, on a point of clarifica~.

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED: Sir, on a point of clarificationi....c..c -«

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister; ﬁf’ﬁﬁﬁzﬂ;
Sir, there should not be any disturbance when the Hon
making a speech.

: s for a
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When an hon. Mcmber asks
clarification and the Minister can reply, there 1s no objection.

a5 i re:)
Shyi MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: _(M@f-tcf;: ;}lge“g;‘j‘:,‘ml
The best way to get clarifications is to ask for clarifications a
speech. : g
(Many hon. Members from opposition stood up to spcak).

. T would, seek the
Mr.DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order plx?\?}iiﬁ I o MTiister

co-operation of the hon. Member from OPPOSIteé
is speaking, there should not be any interference..

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, I would ke LT
before the House that when the hon. Membcrg trhcir T et Wote
speaking I did not interfere Siha t11oug2qlfg_xtnet1?c hon. Members to bave
highl 3 tive. 1 wou now r 4 2 . 5 v
P;é’tilciccptg“;?g;-l;i_ 1]_’.ut if the hon. Memoers go on "ﬁt .,rruptlipg Lk tiein
then I cannot reply to the points raised by them. S8ir, all sorts o tirgui?gts
have been advanced from both sides of the House, but.l AN QML LG AL T S
hink over this matter coolly they will sce that there is no other alternative



1380 THE ASSAM (SALES O PETROLEUM AND  [30th Mar.,

PETROLLEUM PRODUCTS INCLUDING
MOTOR SPIRIT AND LUBRICANTS)
TAXATION (AMENDMENT)

BILL, 1963.

but to come to e conclu-ion that this tax is inevitable.~ Sir, taxation

measures are not liled by anybody, lar less by the poorer section of the
society. But to .ay hat this small _Im--d.-n of taxation cannot be borne by
the poorer peopl: it far from truth.  Sir, the hon. Member said that I
remain in Shillorz and so I do not realise the miserable condition of our
people in the vil ages. Buu T cansay that perhaps nonc has more clear
knowledge than :aysclf, so far as the condition of the rural population of
Assam is concern:d. | have moved with the people, I have lived with the

pcr)plc, I spent nigiit with them and Ilt::lked to thexn and so I can say that
a tremendous ch.n ;- has taken place in the living condition of our rural
people. They are nuch better o than before.  Sir, about 30 years back
when I used to g 1o the villages the villagers used to serve me with tea
with gur, withou zny sugar and f]“.:;k’ but now they not only serve tea with
sugar and milk bt they al.o _niﬁ:" “3andesh’ and biscuits, That shows, Sir,
that the standa:c «[ living of our people has gone up. [ remember the
days when our p:ozc uscd to come to attend meetings with half ganji,
dhoti and pajamit . nd they used to coine to the meetings by walking 15 to
20 miles. But now they come to attend the meetings with good dress and
they come either b7 Bus or Cycle.

These are th: facts—il our pk_uplr: are not able to appreciate that the
standard of living has risen, then they are mistaken. I have seen with my
own eyes that tho standard ol living in our rural areas has risen which
nobody can deny. Sir, thirty years ago how many people used to go by
buses, but now a days everyonc 1s clamouring for buses. You will hear
everyday that thore is no buses, sulficient buses are not plying 50 on and so
forth. So, I am sure, what Mr. Barua is vehcmcnlly_ opposing for 2nP
only per liter, if i: i3 explained to our poor people that this increase is only
for the developm . of our country, and is for the benefit of their sons and
daughters enly, tacy _w1!1 eurf:]y sacrifice it. I.f' they know the real fact, they
will not run awav. Lhey \_vxll certainly sacrifice these two N. Ps. for the
development of other things. Now I feel that the hon. Members
have now realisecl that it is not out of pleasure but we have been forced to
take this measurc for the development of the State and welfare of our
children, and I nope the hon. Members will co-operate with us in
this respect by w thdrawing their amendments. :

Shri SANTI FANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): On a point of
order, Sir, accorcing to rule 1} of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Assain Assembly, “The Assembly shall ordinarily sit from
10 a.m. to 12-30 ».11. and from 2 P.M. to 4-30 p.m. on all week days except
Wednesday. On Friday, it shall sit from 9 a.m. to 11-30 A.M,  provided that
the Speaker may, in_his discretion, according to the exigencies of the
business, adjourn earlier or extend the hour.

The liotr has been extended. Therefore............

. Mpy. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The debate on _this Bill is going on,
That is why, I h:ve not adjourned the Houss. This is at my diseretion.

Shri Goswami, are you going to withdraw your amendment ?

4
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Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI: Sir, I am not placing the

amendment.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Then T put the amendment ‘“that Clause

2 shall be deleted’’.
(The House is divided).

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: The result is: Ayes 12 and Noes 55.

I'he amendment is lost.
: Now, 1 put the main question “that in section 2 of the Principal Act,
in sub-section 7 the word “Kerosene’ shall be deleted.

{The question was adopted.)

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now I put the

does form part of the Bill.
(The question was adopted.)

question that Clause 2

Shri FAKBRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): Sir, I

will just point out that it is open to the hon. Members to move the amend-
ment. But suppose the amendment is moved and accep tel by me, then
more tax will be levied on Kerosene because if the amendment is accepted
the sales tax will be levied at 4 per cent but if it is not amended the levy
will be 2 nP. per litre. .

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Before that 1w
House whether the House will sit longer.

ant to ascertain from the

(Yes, yes yes).

My. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, Clause 3.
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
action 3, gomg

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) :
ubsequent item

I beg to move thai the item (iv) of new sub-Section (1) of S
to be substituted by Clause 3, shall be deleted, and the 8
shall be renumbered accordingly.

are you not moving

Mr. Goswami,

WAMI (Laharig’:mt) :

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:
Clause 2 ? No, Sir
Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOS b e 7
1 of the amendment is

the intentior
ady been expressed.

Sir
; have alre

Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED :
My views

to keep kerosene oil from taxation.
So, I do not like to speak more. . )
Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AFMED (Ministex, Finance): Sir,
does the hon. Member want to put more tax or he actually wants to make

the significance of the Clause. If

it less ? 1 think, he has not understo d : : : _
this clause is deleted and kerosene oil is made [ree of taxation, this exami-

nation will mean the levy of 4 per cent under sales tax.
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Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED: I would request Government to stay
action, Sir,

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: If we dclete that clause and
accept the amendiment and the provision of the clause remains then the tax
will be 2 nP. per litre, whereas if it is amended per cent will be levied

under Sales tax. ] )
Shri TAJUDDIN AHMED : Yes, Sir, [ have understood the sigaifi-
cance. Government will be free to impose Sales T'ax at 4 per cent, How=

ever, Sir, I cannot withdraw it.
My. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Heis not withdrawing the amendment.

$hri FAKHRUDDIN ALj AHMED : Sir, the hon. Member wants
that the poor peofle should not be taxed. But by moving this amendment
he is going to tax them at 4 per cent instead of 2 nP. per litre.

Myr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now I put the amendment that ‘‘the
item (iv) of new Sub-section (1) of Section 3, going to be substituted by
Clause 3, shall be «Icleted and the subsequent item shall be renumbered ac-

cordingly’’.
il (The amendment was lost.)

My. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I putthemain question that Clauses 1
to 6 do form part of the Bill. The long title and the preamble of the Bill do

form of the Bill. )
(The question was adopted.)

Shri FAKHE.UDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finaace): Mr. De-
Euty Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the Assam  (Sales of Petroleum and
etroleum Products including - Motor Spirit and  Lubricants) - Taxation

(Amendment) Bill, 1963, be passzd.

Mye. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Moticn moved is that the Assam (Sales
of Petroleum and Petroleum Products including Motor Spirit and Lubricants)

Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1963 be passed.

Dr. HOM ESWAR DE ?'GH(?UDHUR‘;{ (Paracharkuchi)
AN By eatem, (B @ e At wfm, o f@modie w6
WA | @2 e o[Es TG TS QTR S G0 AR ¢, e
BAFICRG g3  wqrF dadm oA it | FmE sEawicr ofe  fEhiES
DO I HAFpica B GICIRIE] Teifae g%  BIFIE 29T "Rr@‘h

mﬂ‘mﬂm;ﬁ;w ertgs e @6 @pl AfEts | e peed

TR 5 S A L B L N o 2
@3B eiEr  WElE BARlE @AW Fe Wi | cetfw T
- WiRE e wigx | G€l 5F 7 CIE B S (S R (€] DT - mE |
fRatee ol coq AR wE w9 oSl et i eifaifeE |
Ty freadw FR “[71 5T F4F A AGIE  qel

i
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s T @i v i w9 it AR 1 sifste s
(T@  @oss 9 addficae I8 (o3 edwe T aAcslla @ f[{Ee
f@ifter = |

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jerhat): S+io=
=M, 72 wtits Ieml @, < 5 o Fal gibts TR TeiTe
Giim Bfts  wifgs | dfsr @& fAadw W@y it F@ Sfoe
TZT |
Skri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, I have nothing to add to
what I have already said to meet the arguments.

. Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER : Then I put the main question. The ques-
tion is that the Assam (Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Products including

Motor Spirit and Lubricants) Taxation (Amerdment) Bill, 1963, be passed.
(The House was divided.)

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The result is Ayes—55, Nces 12.

(The question was adopted.)

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Next item—Item No. 11.

Sir, I think the Opposition

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: :
That is a small

Members are not opposing the Stamp (Amendment) Bill.
matter. :
(Voices from Opposition—Yes, Yes, we shall oppose the Bili.)

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Item No. 14. As today is the last_day
of the Financial year 1962-63, the Hon’ble Minister wants to move Item
No. 14 if there is no objection. S

_ Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): We are not 1¢%p
sible for non-availakility of time to-day.
i ‘ ini iculture) :

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agricu _
When this agenda was ﬁxe%', nobody can say that it was done w1th%L;t .corn
sulting the Opposition Members. It was fixed by the Business visory
Comnmittee in consultation with the Opposition Members.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. No. As there werc several dhiViSi?lll;S-
today we could not finish the agenda and today is the last day for thec
Ject, ;
.. Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): When the Oppo
Sition was consulted for this item ?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The leader of the Opposition has agreed

to this, /
Government Resolution

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): Sir, I begto move
that this Assembly do approve of e(an expenditure of'Rs.2?OUE), under the head
‘“124.—Capital Outlay on Schemes of Government I'_radmg i for the 1‘tem5
indicated below in the printed copy of the Resolution. This expenditure
has been necessitated due to creation of additional posts of officers and staff

in cohnection with the national emergency operations.
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approve of an expenditure ot Rs.22,000 under the head ““124,—Capital Out-
lay on Schemes of Government Trading” for the items indicated below.

Myr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Motion moved is that this Assembly do w
(The motion was put as question and adopied.) 1

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before adjournment I would like tostate
that the outstanding items of the agenda will be carried over to Ist April,

1963. . :
The House star.ds adjourned till 10 A. ». on Monday.
Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A, M. on Monday, the Ist "
April, 1963, ’

R. N. BARUA, |
. Secretary, ;
Legislative Assembly, Assam.

AGP (LA) 195/63—225—24-G.63 .
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