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Prﬂceedings of the Seventh Sessien of the Second Assam T.egislative

Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935, as adapted.

 T'he Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 aA.m. on
“luwduy, the 15th September, 1949,
PresenT

The Hon’ble Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the eight
Ton’ble Ministers and fifty-two Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Subvention for Post-War Development Schemes

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN asked :

*2. Will Government be pleased to state what subvention has been s;::mtlon—
cd or promised for Post-War Development Schemes under Budget Head “L-1.—
Extraor(liuary Receipts™, for the current financial year ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI rcplied -

2.—Government of India have promised a Post-War Development  grant of
Rs.160 lakhs jncluding grant for Grow-More-I'ood Schemes for the gurrcnt year
and the Provincial Government is pressing to raise the amount to Rs.250 lakhs.

+Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Sir, are we (0 understand that nothing has come
out regarding the increase of Post-War grants from the Government of India ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, these are very impracti-
cable questions. Tt is only for our eflorts, T think, the original grant which was
only Rs,1'25 crores was raised to Rs.1:60 crores.

Abolition of nominations to the Municipal Boards

Prof. P. M. SARWAN asked :

#3. (a) Are Government awarc that in the new set-up of the country time
has arrived for them to take action under the proviso to sub-section (3) of section
10 of the Assam Municipal Act directing that henceforth all members of the

Tunicipal Boards of Assam shall be clected ? . I :

(6) Are Government aware that the device of nomination was so long
meant to provide by the back door for communal representation to the Municipal
Boards otherwise elccted on a common electorate ? % :

(¢) Do Government propose to take necessary steps to abolish nomina-
tions to such of the Municipal Boards where elections are due in the near future ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

3. (@)—This is a question ol opinion. ) ‘
(b)—Government take into consideration the claims ol those castes,

communities and interests which aie not adequately represented by the elected
members.

TSpeech not corrected.
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(¢)—This will be considered when the question of amending the Assam
‘Municipal Act to suit the present political situation is taken up alter the new
Constitution of India is brought into force.

Prof. P. M SARWAN: Sir, the answer to Question No.3(a) is very
unsatisfactory, if it is a question of opinion. This is not the kind of answer we
expect from the great Congress Party. They have been always very pressing.......
. Sir, pressing for removal of nomination from the representative bodies. This
1s a very poor answer,

(Voices No).
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR:  Sir, (],
question is whether the time has come for amending the Municipal Act—Sectjor
10, Sub-scction (3). Sir, the question is whether the time has actually come ang

whether we should wait for some time before the Constitution is brought into
force. This is really a matter of opinion.

oo l?rof. P. M. SARWAN : Sir, this is not the question of amending the Bill.
I'his is not the direct answer.

. The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR :  Sir, it is very
difficult to say whether the procedure for nominati n to the Municipal Boar(
should be amended.,

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : Sir, there is no question of amendment.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Sir, without a111011§1111c11t how can we
do away with the provision for nomination to Municipal Board ?

Prof. p. M. SARWAN : Sir, has not Government the powers to nominage
members to the Municipal Board ?

. The Hom’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Yes, Sir, the
Government have powers to do so.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Stenographers and Confidentia] Assistants

Prof. NIBARAN CHANDRA LASKAR asked ;

1 4 a B
0. wil Government be pleased to state— 1
(@) If there was any condition Jaid down by Government on Stenogra-

phers and Confidential Assistants, who are already in service,
it they would have to pass a Shiorthgncl speed test of certain
(4) 1¢.Peed in order to retain their services :
) Ifn o re imposed on them now ?
(6) Wheyp Why such conditions 2
ethep 3¢ s Government servants were allowed to

Titis g that all
Taw thei, pf;(:‘ton the scales of pay recommended by the Pay

OMMission withgyt any test of their qualification ?

el o B
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(d) If so, why in the cases of Stenographers only such a test

qualification is demanded ?
(¢) Whether Government are aware that the “Pass Speed” according to
all big Shorthand Training Institutions like George Telegraphy,
Calcutta, Gregg Commercial College, Dacca and many others in.

India is 80 words per minute ?
(/) Ifitisa fact that higher initial pay for Stenographers was recom-
mended by Government in January, 1948 before the announce-
—1 ment of Pay Commission’s recommendation and Stenagraphers
; were asked to appear in a speed test at 100 words per minute ?

(g) Ifitis a fact that in January 1949 this order was cancelled and they
were asked to appear in a speed test at 120 words per minute ?
(h) If so, why ?

(7) Whether it is a fact that Ministerial Officers, who are graduates, have
been allowed to draw Rs 5 more than that of under-graduates
according to revised pav scale ?

(J) Ifso, why the Confidential Assistants and Stenographers who have
got to discharge double function as Stenographers and Clerks
and -are graduates are not given that extra pay of Rs.5 ?

() Whether it isa fact that 80 pet cent. of the Stenographers under
Assam Government come from Surma Valley ?

(/) Whether Government propose to give asympathetic consideration

into the case of Stenographers and Confidential Assistants who
are already in service ?

of special

o N e e —

V abeny

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

10. (a) & (b)—The hon. Member’s information is not correct and {}
Separate category of Clonfidential Assistants. A speed test was however
to raise the efliciency of the unqualified Stenographers andﬂ to en_ab]c-. the
the revised higher scale of pay recommended by tl}e_Pa}' (.omtn}ttee._

(¢)—Yes, except in such cases where a minimum  qualification
laid down as a condition for admissibility of a scale of pay.

(d)—Does not arise in view of the reply to i¢) a_l?(_)ve. :

{e)— Government have no information. . Even if it were 50, the em

‘ 2 i ployer
has the right to insist on a higher speed to suit his requirements and the emoly-
ments offered.

1ere is no
prescribed
m to enjoy

has been

(f )—Yes, in January 1948 before the l?ay Gpn}r}}ittee’s report was out,
Government as an interim measure allowed a lug_hez nnual-pfqy of Rs.100 in N
v scale of Rs.70—150 to all Stenographers possessing a minimum

. il .. ospeed of 10
words per minute. The concession was allowed subject to revision of the scale
by the Pay Committee.

3 (g)—Yes, the test was cancelled in October 1948 in view of the Py Cem-
° mitiee’s recommmendations prescribing a higher speed of 120 words per minute,

s (h)—Does not arise in view of the reply to question (g).

s (i)—Yes, in Heads of Departments offices where the minim

. Gt g T : um edllcd.
tional qualification for a lower division post is an Intermediate Certificat

Graduate Lower Division Assistants are given an initial pay of Rs.70 in tle,
revised scale of Rs.65-—150. This concession has been allowed with g S e
attract hetter type of recruits. =

(7 )—Unlike ministerial serviqe, the ef‘ﬁci@ncy of a §
much depend on higher educational quallﬁcaf:lons b
Government do not consider that any discrimination
b maintained between Graduate and under-Graduate Steno
| (k)—The information is not readily available.

not so

‘enographer qgeg
hence

BE ug Speed and

P4 1]
gl‘aph(l‘s. CI bc
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; (I)—Without sacrificing efficiency Government are always prepared to
consider sympathetically not only the cases of Stenographers but also ol all

other services and in fact Government are already considering the question of

i it ] _
giving a 2nd chance to the unqualified Stenographers.

Pay Committee’s Recommendation.

Prof. NIBARAN CHANDRA LASKAR asked :

11. Will Government be pleased to state—
() When the recommendations of the Pay Committee came into eflect
in regard to the Provincial Government Servants ?
(b) Whether the Pay Committee recommended in their report to convery
25 per cent. of the posts of office Assistants into Upper Divisigy
osts and whether Government have accepted the same ?
(¢) If so, whether ellect has heen given to this in the district offices ?
(d) If not, whether Government propose to give benefit of retrospective
effect to the incumbents from Ist April, 1918 ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replicd:

11. (a)—With effect from Ist April 1948,
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—The details are being worked out in the Finance Department,
(d)—No, effect is being given from 1st April 1949,

Motor Vehicle Cashier clerk

Prof, NIBARAN CHANDRA LASKAR asked:

12. (a) Isit a fact that a Motor Vehicle Cashier clerk with a cash security,
of Rs 2,000 deposited with the Government has been placed on the same s ]'\;
of pay of an Upper Division Assistant or Accountant of the District Police ()ﬂ.i(:: ‘1,

(b) Are Government aware that this post involves enough responsihilit')‘- 2

(¢) If so, do Government propose to reconsider the case of these Cashje,

clerks ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :
12. (¢)—Yes.

Divie (b)—Because it involves higher FCSPOHSIbllltICS than thz:t ol a Lower
vision Assistant in a District Office, the samg scale of Rs. 100150 as - sany;,
ned for Accountants and Upper Division Assistants of district offices has e,
allowed for the —

(¢)=--No.

been

Gelf-Help Fund

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of SIDLI asked :

- Will Government be pleased to state— . 5
(@) Whether the “Sel-Help”. Fund is abolished ?
(5) Whether it is a fact that no more provision will be made to help
the half-finished projects which were financed by this Fund ?
(¢) Whether Governmient are aware that there are thousands of
petitions from backward villagers for grants from this Fund- ?

@
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Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) re-
plied :

13. (a) & (b)—No.
(¢)—Government are not aware of the exact number of such petitions,

but many have been received in Development Oflices as well as in the Rural
Development Directorate.

Next General Election of the Assam Legislative Assembly

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE asked :

14. Will Government be pleased to state— .

(@) Whether Government has now got in view the holdmg ol the next
general clection of the Assam Legislative Assembly ?

(b) The manner in which the delimitation of the Copstituencies is being
made and the FElectoral Rolls prepared with a view to make
them free and [air ? Y .

(¢) What steps are being taken on these behall to create public confidence
that all their interests are being properly safe guarded ?

(d) Flow many miles the voters will have to travel generally to cast
their votes to the nearest polling booth ? _

(¢) The approximate number ol voters expected to cast their votes in a
single polling booth ? )

(/) Whether it is a fact that the Electoral Rolls are being prepared under
the direction of the Election Oflicers and that the public are
kept absolutely ignorant of it ? . :

(¢) Whether any secrecy is being maintained in the act of the prepara-
tion of Electoral Rolls ? . ‘
(A Il so, what are the reasons for such secrecy ! ik
(7) Whether Government sought to 1:2}\’\3 thf‘» co-operation of thf‘j peoples’
representatives in the preparation ol the Electoral .l__{ollsq,
() If so, whether such a co operation is being actually utilised !
The Hon’ble Srijat BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :
14. (aj—Government are not in a position to say the exact date when the
general election will be held. ) )
(b)—Government are awaiting instructions from the Constituent
Assembly in the matter of delimitation of Constituencies. _
Electoral Rolls are being prepared in accordance with the
received from the Clonstituent Assembly. R :
(¢)—The question is not generally understoo RAdl out_ anyone who s
qualified will have his name entered in the "EICC[,Oral olls. MOICOVer,_ Article
289 of tlie Constitution as adopted by the Constituent Assembly prowd_es for
setting up appropriate and independent machinery for superintendence, directjon
and control of the preparation of the _Electoral Rolls.
. (d) & (e)—The points raised in these questions are prémature and p
definite replies can be given on these points at this stage but all possible eff,
will be made to give all facility for casting votes with as little

instructions

0
rts

inconvenience
as possible, '
(f)—Materials for draft electoral rolls are being prepared by Election
flicers under the direct supervision ol the respective District and Sy}, ivisiona)
icers,
(g)—No.
(h)—Does not arise.
(1)—Yes,

(J)—Yes, whenever received.
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Conference of Finance Ministers at Delhi

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli asked :
15. Will Government be pleased to state:
(a) If the Conference of the Finance Ministers held recently in Delhi
has agreed to increase the financial aid to Assam ?
() If so, what is the incrcased amount of such grant ?
(¢) If not, what are the grounds on which such increased grant
was refused ?
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

15. (¢)—The Conference was convened by the members of the Drafting
Committee of the Constituent Assembly to discuss financial provisions of
the Draft Constitution and not to consider immediate increase ol financig]

aid to. provinces. ; " .
The question of increase of such aid will be considered on-the recommen,.

tions of an Ad Hoc Committee proposed to be constituted by the Govery.
ment of India.

(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—Does not arise.

Travelling expenses of the Hon’ble Ministers

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli asked:
16. Will Government be pleased to state:— .
(¢) The amount provided in the current Budget for the travelling

expenses of the Hon’ble Ministers ? .
(b) The amount spent as travelling expenscs for 12 months

the introduction of airplane in Assam-Calcutta route ?

(¢) The amount spent per month in average after the airply,,
was introduced in Assam routes ? )
(d) The cost maintaining the airplane purchased by the Governmeyy,
of Assam per month ?
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied:

16. (a)—Current year’s Budget provides Rs.8,000 for Travelling Allowap,,

of Hon’ble Prime Minister and Rs.32,000 for other Hon’ble Ministers.
= (b)—A sum of Rs.23,000 was incurred as travelling expenses of Hon’p),
Ministers for 12 months before the introduction of airplane in Assam-Caleyyg,
route.

hﬁfﬂre_

nthly as travelling eXpPenseg

(¢)—Rupees 2,926 on avera s spent mMmo .
P 920 on average was sj the establishment of sche,,

of an’l)le Ministers during the 12 months after
led air service in Assam.
(d)—Rupees 17,500.

Resumption of Tea Garden lands lying fallow

Prof. P. M. SARWAN asked:

s 1}7' (@) Do Government propose to resume all grant Jands of tea estateq
4 reagly under tea cultivation ? . : 1l
(6) Do Government propose to issue a directive to all tea estates jp

Assa ; . : S i
addm thac.lt the original under-tenants occuapying grant Ian([b' and pmducn]g
B Y and othep food crops are not to be ejeCted under any circumstances ?

c "di
linc ’) ( ) (8] GOVernment I)I'O])OSE tO pr”n}ulgate an OldlnanCC 011 ll]C abﬂve
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replicd :

17. (a)—The hon. Member is relerred to the reply to Unstarred Qnuestion
No4 (b) asked by Srijut Dalbir Singh Lehar, a.L.A., in the currei
Assembly.

{0)— Government do not at present  possess
such a _directive.

(¢)—No.

1t Session of the

necessary  powers to issuc

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : Sir, the answer to my Question No.17 (¢) is *No’.
Why no ?

The Hon'ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDH] : Sir, the Ordinance is an
extraordinary legislation, as I have already stated before the House yesterday.
I'he Ordinance is not to be taxen recourse to unless there is an emergency.

Prof P. M. SARWAN: Sir, do not Government realise that there jg such
an Cmergency ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Sir, Government do not
cousider that there is such an emergency so that the Ordinance should be
promulgated. If (he hon. Member desires to consider the situation as ay emergent
one he is ut liberty to introduce a Bill.

Manufacture of Goat Tissue Vaccine
Srijut GAUR]I KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

18. will Goverament be pleased to state—

(@) The date from which the manufacture of Goat Tissue Vaccine has
been started at the Gauhati Veterinary Hospital ?

(6) The quantity of vaccine prepared upto the end of June, 1949 »

(¢) The number of cattle vaccinated by the vaccine prepared at Gauhati
Up to the end of June, 1949 giving the names of the Subdivi-
sions where vaccinations were given ?

(d) Whether Government propose to start compulsory mass inocula-
tion of cattle in the Province as conlemplated by section 15 of
the Assam Cattle Diseases Act, 1948

(¢) If so, in which Subdivisions ? : :

(/) Having regard to the fact that_the cattle population in the villages
Within the jurisdiction of the Nalbari Veterinary Dispensary ~ i
COIlSiderable, whether Governm_ent propose to select thig area for

~ COmpulsory mass vaccination in the near future ?
(g) If N0t, why not ?

The Hon’p]e Mautavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

18. (Z} ““From the 13th March 1949.
(6)—2,084 mpoules.

(c)“‘lnfﬂrmation is being called for.
es

a@)—

¢)—In all. Subdivisions of the Provinice.

(f)“*In view of reply to Question (e) this does not arise,
(&)—=Does not arise
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, will thc Hon’ble Minister
in-charge be pleascd to give u: some :dea as to the time when they propose Lo
introduce compulsory mass inoculation ¢

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Sir, the mass
inoculation has already begun. We have asked the Director of Veterinary to
prepare a programme regarding compulsory mass inoculation. As soon_as the
programme is received mass inoculation in very ncar future will commence.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Sir, has the programme been

prepared ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Yes Sir, we
have asked the Dircctor of Veterinary 10 submit his progt amme.  As soon as it js
received orders will be pa.sscd for mass inoculation.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: sir, do Government propose

to begin mass inocularion simultanecously :

TLIB MRZUMDAR :  Government’s
1 those subdivisions which are prone
taneous action will be taken

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MA’
contemplation is to begin mass inoculation 1n th
to rinderpest more than others, but if possible simul
in all the subdivisions.

*Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA :  May | rediicl, Jie Ol Bnilyey
to enlighten the house as regards the cattle population alsdisgih
L . . this is onc of the areas j
Srl_)ut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Slr, t ohiv-eneali .111 the
province where cattle population is very considerable. Roughly speaking it may
be more than a lakh.

Condolence Motion on the death of Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Bc{()xic you take up the
agenda of the House I desirc to mention a very mel ancl’flffiy cvent “a“wly_thc pas-
sing away of our dear old Friend Karuna Sindhu Roy. s a?le lg‘any Members
in this House who must remember him. He was 2 Member oLt n.:f -SS(?mbly when
Assam was in Undivided India. His perseverence 1n 111.(:' »Pet! mmcmlc'c of his
duties, his simple and unostentatious Ways were so a]')PLia]l’.“?? ('i cL: that  thoge
who have been working with him must dearly rcn?cr-n_bm Sl.lm:-[ iy Hllc to know
about his death some time ago and with your permission ;. "’l o move 4
condolence resolution for this House to adopt: ‘T'he resolution ! Propose 1o move is
as follows :

K “Thl‘s_ Assembly records its sense of gri
d aruna Sindhu Roy formerly a member of the
cep condolence to the members of the bereave

ULLA: I\/Ir.‘Speakcr, Sir, 1 whole-
nd the resolution of our grief that is

ef on the untimely death of Shri
Undivided Assam and conveys its
d family.”

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAAD

1
ﬁg?rtedlY support the message of sympathy a hi k 1 e
Ng proposed by the Hon’ble. Leader of the House. 1 have known the late Shri

Karuna Singhy, Roy for the last 10 ycars or mOre: Although our politics differ
coa ways respected the Sinccrit‘:/ he showed in his activities which were 1nainly
neerned with the ameljoration of the conditions of lite of the common man.

e R L )
*Speech not corrected.

-~
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It is a sad thing that this young man has been snatched away by the cruel hand
of death. I would pray for the peac: of his departed soul.

With these words I associate myself with the sentiments expressed.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we on this side of the House
desire to associate ourselves with the resolution which the Hon’ble Prime Minister
has moved and which has been supported by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition.
As has been very aptly said, he was a very whole hearted worker in the many
cause which he supported, and his loss is a serious blow to the Province ; at this
time when sincere and devoted workers are  so urgently needed. Sir, we support
the resolution which had been moved.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 wholeheartedly associate myself with what
has been said by the Hon’ble Leader of the House as well as by the Leader of the
Opposition and Mr. Hardman. Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy was elected to the Assam
Assembly in 1937, and in the Assembly he tried his level best to ameliorate the
condition of the poor pecasants and the labourirg classes. As_has beqn said by
the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition he moved constantly in the vxllages and
contacted villagers and labourers and tried his utmost to render every possible
help they needed and I think this is why he was called “fﬁ“ﬂi FFENfTE” 1. With
these words I support the resolution moved by the Hon’ble the Leader of the
House and request the House to pass the resolution all standing for one minute
in memory of the departed soul. : :

(The House stood in silence for one minute in memory of the departed soul.)

Motion regarding Textile Policy of the Government of Assam,

Srijut BELI RAM DAS : I beg, Sir, to move that this Assembly do now
take into consideration the textile policy of the Governmen}t of %ssam. :

Sir, the textile policy of the Government of Assa]rp 1as been tkfe burning
topic of the day and there is criticism of the po lfY fm every lip of the
people of Assam. For collection of proper materials lor discussions of this
policy I put in a large number of questions which have not been replied
to as yet. And as such I am very much nandwal_)ped. My intention  is
not to criticise Government unnecessarily but to give the true picture of
the working of the textile policy as far as I ha\"e. understood, so that our
Government can mend their textile business accondmgly.

It is known to the hon. Members and the public czlitlarge that Assam
is a poor province with a little income gf lt'stho‘::l'l.:n _?l;‘nost every pro-
ject in Assam cannot be properly qxecut};s éﬂ eonm(enst_{ a:; gom the Centre.
Considering this aspect of the question the Giov 'l;:ct T 0th ssam, T should
say, should not have undertaken a glg_antlcb PrgJ e :ﬁs the textile business
inv:alving crores of rupees. If the P"OJ‘?C.td oo e Ton expected, it is well
and good, but if it is to fail, Gf)d forbid, 1Iln 1L 0% tun it will  affect
the economic position of the Provincc as "{F ta}l o dc COpf:ratwe. movement.
Mr. T.T.S. Hayleyis the head of the CXI{L 2 0-_011361‘8.1‘:1\.;3 Depart-
ments ; in order to put the co-operative }l}l absos'rr:ess na?jla Position he has
tagged, as he says, the same to the Te}étl Cl ellua T th‘:-kHaery is the
author of the Panchayat chakra—a round whe nk Ink he hag ngt o,
our Government rolling like his chakra ‘to arﬁ un H%Wf} d_cstmatiOn; d
God knows whether for good or for \;;Z;'ie- ccause he1s simply o LGS,

tile and Co-operative expert. )
i I&Ot ;r ?‘cxule:tion to thepGovernment is to the appointmen; of the
i 4 b ; : dad at Bombay on j1 . purchas-
ing agent M/S. Shivabaxrai Narayanda e e % Per gept O
ssion. M/S. Shaw Woallace and Company ol Lalcutta at Rs, g4 and 6/6 per
bale of cloth brought by train and steamer respectively, Ng,,

: India Tnsu-
rance Company, Managing Dircctor of the Apex Bank ang e 5 * ™"




828 MOTIONS [15TH SEP.

So I should like to ask Government as to why they have paid so
high commission to the purchasing agent at Bombay while such purchasing
agents were available even at 4 per cent. commission ? '!']n': Government have
to pay over 5 lakhs of rupees for the purchase of their clpth worth I.?\s..3.{,-
crores, Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company have been given a commission
of Rs. 8-14-0 and Rs. 6-6-0 which is exceedingly a high rate of commission. All
these commissions will be added to the prices of the cloth and as such the
rate-payers will have to bear this burden also. So my question to the (_30ve‘rnmcm
will be whether these appointments were made after propec notification or
whether thev tried to find out agents at a cheaper rate of commission.

e Managinq Director of the Ap'cx Bank has been _grantcd a fat s;}lary of
Rs. 1,800 with Rs. 250 as house allowance for an mf'{mt orgainsation like
the Apex _Bank while the Government could have recruited such an officer
at a considerably low salary within the Province. As far as I am aware
this gentleman has not been able to discharge his dl_mcs efficiently or up
to the mark. Goods worth crores of rupees are coming to Assam every
month and as such instead of paying high premium to the New India
Insurance Company, Government should have approached different Insurance
Companies whether any onec of them was able to accept the Insurance against |ogs
at a low premium. All these I have gotto ask our Govg—:rnmcnt 1s for the
Eur_pose of ascertaining whether they tried to observe strict economy in thig

usinees involving crores of rupees. ) )

ir, in a recent boradcast Mr. Hayley has said that owing to the “reck.-
lcss. racketing” the Trading Co-operatives were conceivec! in Assam as a part
of its Rura] Development Plan and to which was ass:gncd thc monopoly
of textile distribution so as to set them on soud ﬁnapma! basis.  But from
our experience we have seen that the sky rocketing price 1s still continuing
and the price of cloth has been still a prohlblted one to the poor rate Payers.
For months together due to the inal)iléty. of the Govcrpment to supply cloth
i‘:fedyairr? to these Co-operative _,SOCIC.“cS’ lacge Caplttals Bav? been cons.

‘ paying house rents, salaries of Secretaries, etc. During the .y,
period large number of Co-operative Societies went on liquidation and in mgg
g::testHiCe bearers were being pr05ecut_ed for defalcation. It was a Herculean

e OZ tllle Governm_cnt and the public to form new C(IJO-(;IPCI’MWE% by as-
S IFm?pe to subscribe to them. Pcopler h_avedjmped oflilsqiir leo:o'pera-
dhare OftOUt_ of love for them but for fear of being qprwch ke Cgltlmate
Tides W_]letl]CS- unless they became members. Such bf:mg_ltl et::. Scntidcdo-opera_
cloth ld Teéceive a great set-back as non-members “lu]" CGovernm to get
this eoC Yarn from  these Co-operatives. I do not ~Dame Py ment .
il oncession rather I thank them very much for the S.agles' T oy thr(?ce“’ed
in th ants from the Secretaries of the Co-operative Soc!elcit i ‘ Ct:r Stay
t eCelr Position has been very difficult as they recrultc.H et r]nem Crs of
to O-Operative Societies by saying that non-members will not be entjt]eq
get any cloth ; . dden change of the textile poli
of the g and yarn. So this su ' Closoneral cy
Mens - overnment will give a great set-back to the P ve Move-
nt in Assam .
first a’;dmy Opinion it was a very unwise step to makt; the httﬂ;ltllc as the
( °"0pe1~a(:inly Commodity to be procured and'dlstr}bu;ﬁd égg:ﬁ) m;n(: Tf{adlr!g
I regarg o8 On account of the unstable policy o the e cé India
Ment sk to textiles, To make this Co-operative Moveréxen . fSS overn-
It availap)e have taken up paddy, C.I. sheet, wheat products, etc.  for making
oy o the Co-operative Societies for distribution.

been allow €mbers haye seen in the newspapers that the Mills: have
o their OCd to sel] their accumulated stocks by the GOVCI‘nmC}]t_ Of.IndIa
© OWn agepgs. To this end Mills are giving extra commission in the
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shape of rebate to their agents. To make larger profits in this way it might
be that Government appointed Bombay agent to procure huge .quantities of
cloth found here unsaleable and unsuitable in Assam. To my information
the stock of unsaleable and unsuited varicties of cloth will ‘be about 10 per-
cent. and the price of these will be about 35 lakhs of rupees. In my opinion
the procuring agent should be held responsible for these unwanted goods.
Besides this there is chance of loss in the godown on account of leakage,
white ants, rate—both 4 leggeds and 2 leggeds. This head alone will account
for at least 5 per cent. of the stock held by Government. I am afraid
Government will find it a very difficult problem to dispose of this stock at
a low rate or even by auction. So my point is whether Government have
made any provision for future loss on account of these factors. We have
sad experience about standard cloth and as such we remind our Govern-
ment to the English proverh “‘Once bitten twice shy”.

According to the statement of Mr. Hayley the Government have been able
to sell up to this date cloth and yarn worth about Rs.l' crore and there remains
about 2} crores to be sold. The Government have paid Rs.3,88,000 as interest
on loan to the Imperial Bank and Rs.1,44,000 as demurrage. The price of cloth
and yarn has gone down considerably and if Government cannot sell their stock
immcdiately there will be a chance of further loss and more interests will be
added to the loss account.

Sir, I have already mentioned that we have recruited one fat salaried gentle-
man as the Managing Dircctor of the Assam Co-operative Apex Bank. Accor-
ding to my information he has not been able to sell shares worth more than Rs.50
to 60 thousand in spite of Government patronages. Besides this Bank has to
encroach upon the capital for its maintenance of various Branches as will be evi-
dent from the shares sold and banking done by the Apex Bank. -My suggestion
to Government will be to do away with the Bank apd entrust their I}ankmg to
ég)me Scheduled Banks existing in Assam or try to 1mprove the position of the

ank. ;

It has been admitted by Mr. Hayley that only 37 per cent. of the populatien
of the Province has been included in the Co-operative Societies and 63 per cent.
are outside the societics. But surprisingly enough he did not make any provision
for this 63 per cent. of the population as regards cloth and yarn so long.

i is rmal trade channel was very much hard hit by this policy
trade was the worst sufferer as their adhoc, tlnﬁ:- a:("ir toar;) dfrcc‘: guota.s s
the Textile Commissioner of India were Sy owef th Ce :SPIOSEC - th_ese
stocks being seized and freezed, to gk advant(;ige : ?‘dd Cﬂb;’a e
The price of such cloth and yarn has gone o EEBETerasy. Consequently
the parties will suffer loss. Side by sides e En fs i na!&ce Rl U
affected as their money was blocked owing to the freezing and seizing order of the
Government. 1949 the Gover o £
It ha hat since January " Loient nave failed o
procure arsxyl:;?g?hse;sc; yarn out ;c[)f tbe1r general %uoct;a owing to lack of funds and
faulty scheme of distribution, depriving thereby t et‘ oirer?ment of Assam gz huge
sum of money to the tune of 30 lakhs in the shape of sales tax and people depriv-
ed of their quota, o AR, fod s
It has also been seen that during reimposition 0f ¢ontrot period the gx.my)y 1.
of cloth and yarn has been increased by 60 per @31:_. an(li_ as such the black i:{;?j
keting price prevailing during the decontrol pf:rlg_ lsolf-‘utll?g the markey now ow-
ing to the high ex-mill prices. So the poorer section © People have not been



_ [15TH SEP.
MOTIONS
830

3 1
‘v steps to hrm,ﬁ{‘]”“"
(e necessary steps e
st our Government to take ]n(;'mpupulaliun can purchase
truly bencfited. Irtquc?llot poorer section of th !
R L R i ir textile policy by
the price of tex sste dhiein texiile p .
Loy k my Government for rCVl?g“éqvc been much bcttit;l]
y : « . a
Lastly I heartnly_ than f the scheme and it “i;)}lcn in line with the relax
way of relaxing the Egldlty 1(;: had this relaxation t'r(;w to Gime }
the people, - ia from ti ke the
and to the good of t of India he trade I ma
overnmen - and the , 1t
AR th.e G‘ he Government, the peOpILmtt and hope the Governmen
For the benefit of‘t cdoptioﬂ by the Governm l |
1 ions for a stions. sively through
following suggestions for se suggestions. ypoly exclusively
will give due cousideration to (tth§ ui This taxtile monopoly
stould give laces to
1. The Government s - d other place
cadi ives G rlors an o 3 _
br Teading S L 1d go round the ,lr;tzlnd imbibe the spirit of co
A. Co-operative staffs bhOI‘;lel among the masse s
ai - tive gos " zeal and no
explain the Co-opera ‘ Al At e
Bl Poanduis usefuméss- erative Societies out
-op S
B. Let people form Co d preference to
X , F nt and p
under pressure of Government age co-operative moveme
encour
C. Government should i ¥ i) A T—
ol L anlzation : in’s scheme o P
be given to the co-operative or];q k to Mr. Hadi Hussal?csi;l and found successful
. neh .
£ Government_ShUUId g?;l tﬁcbc practlcal ancli biradcrs were not c:hmmal?ds
anp distribution whadh prove Hussain’s scheme tdl'c-tri}.)uting textiles al}d pigiv;n};
uring previous control. Lo s were formed for b‘c’;ivisional co-operatives whic
but subdivisional co-gperauves formed out of su i
cial co-operative society was ing scheme in the light ¢
functioned as procuring agents. ider their state trading
onsi
3. Government should rec
the following difficulties :

5 3% business.
A. Lack of experience in this line Og -
B. Want of real zeal among the.pal nce of accounts.
C. Complicated manners of maintena tiles in the maiket.
D. Lesser ‘demand and abundance of te}; seat
; ] . m '
With these few words, Sir, I resum

ion moved : ile policy of
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER i\d O-h?: consideration the Textile policy
“That this Assembly do now take in
the Government of Assam?’.
There ig an

' i Md. Nazma]
of Maulavi

name

Haque, 1 thin

: > e ent now.
Amendment standing in th his Amendm

R Rl pe bl U e coves Speaker, Sir, I beg to moge
. Mr. Spea the following words e
" HAQUE: d and
that ?If: ?f!;K:tg;P.afﬁ?ZtKA\:‘ord -}%sam’ b.e delete
added thereafter._

ement, distribution and moye.
r

.. : he procu

““and that all restrictions regarding the p

ment of

. 27 .
: with™". that all restric-
extile goods be withdrawn forth a step further ar;dt:?c¥ilc goods should
Sir, by 1 t I want to go ovement 0O
tionz_ze al}’din};;errtx:llfginn:S distribution and m
e Withdr Wn C )

eard from my hon.
°mpletely, hecause from what we };i‘;(; 0};‘ the.Govemmen:nhai
Friend Mr, Belirr;.]ri %Zg’ w:cﬁnd that the textllemp time to tlmeSGOVIﬁl(";:) lfc?t
- completd); at least partially. -P]‘:(:o them for long. Sir,
have taken New Policieg b’ut they could not stic
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blame the Provincial Government hecause
and therefore they cannot make their
When there is scarcity of cloth
we do not require, and
keep their policy

they have no control over production,
scheme successful however much they try.
we do not get supplies, whatever we get is what
when the supply is plentiful the Government cannot
of control; they have to relax their policy.

Sir, the co-operative movement was mainly introdut_:ed.for the distribution
of cloth. The movement was a bit successful in the beginning, but later when
the policy of distribution was a bit relaxed this movement has got a set-back.
Sir, I know that the aim of the co-ope ative movement is not merely the distri-
bution of cloth. I know that this movement has a great part to play in the

future for the developiment of our society. But the common people: .da
understand  so muych

are to purchase shares.

not
They simply understand that if they want cloth they

So, as soon as the distribution scheme was relaxed
people stopped purchasing shares, and I doubt however much we may - tey,
we will be able to induce them to buy shares.

Now, Sir, as regards the price of cloth, it will be hl%h?x- lm the case of :
overnment-procured cloth, when compared with the price of cloth to bc_ brought
by the traders because the Government take 12 per cent. over ex-mill price,
the Central Co-operative 2 per cent. and the x-cfallcr§t, z.e., the primary trading
Co-operative societies 6 per cent. When the traders will }Jflng the c!oths, they
will certainly reduce these charges and will, I think, sell at 6 per cent. higher thap
the ex-mill prices.

Sir, control generates b]ack-markﬂtihg. It we remove C?ntrol on cloth
we shall find the market flooded with cloth and the price will consequently
come down. But if we keep these restrictions over prOCUrf-‘I{nCllllt and dlstr_lbution,
black-marketing cannot be stopped. Control is t‘hff Fo(:t GL LD ack-marketing and
if we eradicate this evil there will be no black-marketing.

With these few words, I commend my Amendment to the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved:

“That the ‘full-stop’ after the word ‘Assam’ be deleted ang: the following
words be added thereafter.

““and that all restrictions regarding thf'll P{"?}f‘{f ement,
ment of Textile goods be withdrawn forthwith.

I think the Government should give a preliminary reply.

distriby tion and move-

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARI.).O.I"SSI of l\glr. lSpeakFer., Sir
not be in 4 position to reply to the deFanled Crl‘tl(él}f House YBlon.I riend Srijut
Beliram Das, who has moved this Motion .befoi)e e s uIE/I Want to give 5
preliminary reply with regard to what has been & Moton, V12,, the
Textile policy of the Government of Assam.

I want to point out, as an initial observation, that the Government of Assam
or for the matter of that, any Provincial GovemrglentI:l caaﬂ(?»‘t have 2y “textile
policy of its Own, apart from the policy P“rS‘fwd el bovernment
The Provincia] Covernments might be left with what may elcalled the polj
distribution, byt g4 far as the main question of production cc1>fc oth, the
of quota to the Provinces, the method of procurement, an all those are
ed, it is the Government of India which controls the policy, on. Membep.
very well know thag this Government W%\S/ at otne \,Iv;tlzmt(};;g:é)uste N the matt;;
trol in this province. ¢ ML Gl 1€ decis;
conveyed tlim same to the Governglent 0{ Indiy e tha(tmt }?é'
that as a general policy. It may be reco lected that o¢ thit

he House, we also
latter might accept
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time Mahatma Gandhi was advocating the same opinion, 2., that decontrol

of all Commodities He thought that this might lead to better ad ministration ol
t}ie COuntry than what lJT'CVZl”C':I at that time. The House very well k“”“’:\ that
t

€re was decontrol, at least in so {ar as textile was couc_crnud: [ do not like-..m
ctail the circumstances under which the Government of India had to revise
their policy : but it was a fact that soon after decontrol the prices of cloth every-
where went’ up by 100 per cent, to 200 per cent. It may be a story, but it was
8lven out that the mill-owners effaced the price marks on cloths and  overnight
made a profit of 100 crores of rupees. I do not know wl‘wthcla_thc.lstory is true ;
Ut what we all actually felt here was that the prices 1mme mit(.!}’ WERL up.
Instead of lowering of prices, the prices went up by leaps an; d)_oumls every
Wl:‘ere- It was On]; aﬁir th’is situation that the -Goycrnmcnt ot n'Il“? -ﬂ"“’ght of
i?)lrr}poging control over cloth. Thcy-imposfguut:]af;c1:1!::111]:&“&; WS;YCS- xnilltfz\v:étgtig
Increase 2 o give €I £ e

produce o nd a3 s o ey 1 e S g
an increase in production by 13 or pet i 1 il fi 5 car
over : ar. Secondly in order that there may pe
more th;;t}?f fﬁe t}}:-lx:wg;lgvin};zs and that cheapness “_”ghf prevad they
also imported 1°5 per cent. of foreign cloth on t_hL .(Ilcqllltlcment of
consumers in Indja. Then the third reason was that in order ‘oi:ncomagc
Production, they encouraged the handloom industry in the Pm}:”?CCb' -t may be
well known to all hon. Members that Madras went very muc orwivar.d in “thig
i : his way production was actually Increased,
ut in the meantime something has come between, Wliic}ll n'mthosi?zaniZ Ee known
to hon. Members, for the reason of which all the clotn (i:lY . _“Ccn able
to produce in the meanwhile, could not be disposed of 2 i gﬁl m::l e
that Pakistan which is a large consumer of finished P’Cc%gl‘:. ts prof{‘:‘Cts from
Indian " milly had scased. o mport cloth from Inia, 1o PR, e v
as I hea i ere is a glut ol clo 2 ) mil|g
have bee; I;?:;’siﬁgﬂ:ﬁ; t?}ovcrnmcnt ot India for ?arlyda!?d_ lmglcdlatc dis-
posal of their products. The situation that prevails today 15 that there
a month and a half to two months production of cloth lyllng undisposed of
In the godown of the mills. Some mills have already Closcd‘ down
and some others are threatning to do. Therefore the Government of [pnq;,
ave been very anxious to sce that these cloths are taken over by ¢,
ifferent provinces,

India today, and we hisve
rall policy laid down hy 4 -
but to follow 1t althoug}i Yie
have our own way, bug ;. 5
laid down a particylar

This is the situation that is prevailing 1p

to adapt our own policy according to the ove

overnment of Indja. There is no alternative

might wish otherwise. We might desire to
matter in which the Government of India have li

Policy we have no alternative but to follow that policy-

. I don’t know how far it will be relevant, but I woull(]iavlékeb to men-
tion here that under the new Constitution Vvery wide powtrg,nce €cn taken
Over by ‘the Centre in all All-India matters and the Provinéces cannot haye
Policies of theiy own in regard to matters which concern the matte. Al
™at is left for the Government of Assam, or for that matte, a}? Y Provincial
Overnment to do, is to adjust its own policy according to dt ¢ policy laid
down by (}e Government of India. In view of the changed circumstances
t}-lc Goyemment of India wanted the provinces 1O adjust themselves accor-
?lmgly In the matter of textile policy also; you must however agree that it

18 very difficult for any province to adjust it self immediately according to
the changed circy

mstances.
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It must be admitted, Sir, that when the Government of Assam
was pursuing its own policy of distribution through  co-operative basis at
the earlier stages they did actvally supply cloth at a much cheaper rate
than what was done by the bazars in spite of the fact that on account
of some bungling in transport, huge quantity of our piece goods, I mean
our textiles, had to accumulate in Calcutta. For two or three
months, five month’s quota was accumlating there in Calcutta and
no transport was available. For the information of the House I have to
say that 1 had myself to go from door to door in the Delhi Offices—I had
to approach the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Industries and Textiles and
also the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Transport there in order that Trans-
port of these textile bales may be expedited. As a result of this, textiles
began to move all at the same time, and about 27,000 bales of cloth, and 1 sup-
POs€ some more bales of yarn were transported in the course of two months.
As is well known to the hon. Members, Government of Assam advanced this
money obtained from the Imperial Bank of India on loan. As I said earlier,
distributed through co-operative societies cloth were available at very much
cheaper rates than what was supplied in the ordinary markets, obtained at the
period of decontrol. But on account of large accumulation of cloth in the mills,
the Government of India has to change their policy; and they asked all provincial
Governments to take as much of this cloth as possil;le through their
agents and if they fail to appoint their own agents, agents appointed by the mills
to be entrusted with the function. This puts Assam in a very difficult posi-
tion for the plain reason that we have already a very large accumulation
of dumps of cloth. In the meantime some foreign cloth also came to the
market which I think was selling at cheaper rate than ord.mary mill cloths. These
foreign cloths are not under any control whatsover, as it was thought by ?he
Government of India that the import of 1'5 per cent. of cloth would not bring
any substantial change in the consumption of milled cloth by the peo_ple
while it might have brought down the prices. All these matters were the subject
of a Conference which was held only the other day in which we all pressed
that since there is such dumps of cloth in the millis it 18 not absolutely
Necessary  to import any more cloth The Government of India agree to that.
It is known to the hon. Members that from_ Deccmbe_r !:1]1 May our
quota could be fully obtained by our agents only in very limited quantity,
and therefore we are now being pressed by the Government of India to
get more quantity of cloth if we can do so by sending agents for procure-
ment, or otherwise the mills would do sod_b}’ :hexr h?:i’]n a_ger;lts. We had to
BeEe 10 shightly modify our, schtte Afediolgsio S i qresli ok o B
receive from the mills some consignments of clo e Lheiceds of our
% : ! it is also our policy to allow our Cco-operative
consumers. While doing so 1 that they may repay the loan obtained
soci€ties fullest scope of activity, so th f the fact that Puja s b
by them from the Government. In vleay «0 © h € a' ~Wa is before us,
a large quantity of cloth has to be distributed to the consumers, Byt this dis-
tribution’ would be done not merely among the members of the Co-cperative
societies but algo among the non-members. W.e are also Proposing some quantity
of cloth procured through other agents to be distributed through the Co-operative

socleties as well. We have already sold out mearly % of the tota] quantity
bought.

I therefore feel that there is no apprehension that there would
loss on the part of Government. It has been possible that th
business which had been started by the Trading  Co-operative Sog;
modified to ap extent to allow also other traders to f:ungtlon.
time it will he noticed also that the function of distributiop

be any
© .Monopoly
€ties shall pe

Ut at the same
which has been



834 MOTIONS [157H SEP.

entrusted to the co-operative societics for cloth, will be better done today ;
because according to the arrangements made by the Provincial (:()Vt:l’.llln.l.‘nt,
the first option of refusal of any kind of cloth brought by other people is given
to the Central Co-operative Societies, which, asyou know, are responsible for
distribution to the trading co-operative societies. This is the present position of
the textile policy of the Government of Assam. . )

In view of Control orders yet priority I consider the MOthn' of
hon. Maulavi Nazmal Haque to be cnt:r_cly out of order. The
imposition of control and the restrictions with regard to procurement
and distribution Provincial Government have 1o hand. Itis the Government
of India who have done it. So far as this G"l"c‘"‘m"nt is C(lll:{:(:l!'n(;.d, as I have
told already, that as early as in March 1947 we rccomm(,tr;( etc 1ﬂ.]‘a,t there
should be complete de-control. Today, however, We want to)sa;,]’ AL L 1:1_1‘(, should
be no relaxation of controls. The arrangements thalt we 1d ?:fl'd”:"‘ lL now for
distribution through Co-operative Socicties have anlr C(I)L;'ccl 1]50 31'1)::_'1:(:'1— dis-
tribution of cloth than any distribution hitherto mackc. 1'kctin‘ and; hns has
also to a large extent stamped out corruption, black-mat g uch other
evils.

With these words, Sir, I have tried to ex_plain the gencr?‘l polxcy’ (-)f Textile
of this Government and Government of India as well.  With regard to the
other points raised I hope Mr. Chaliha will give an exlplrillnatlon.

I oppose also the Amendment of Maulavi Nazmal Haque.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, I risc lo aPpose the Amendmen
of the Motion. Mr. Beliram Das’s speech has revealed to t 1lc Hmlsszll nﬂmbcr of
important matters into the details of which unfortunately the Sqn ;: eader of
the House could not enter for obvious  reasons. “«ny,way.u ‘hF,IW‘f‘t I would
like to say is that in the course of Mr. Beliram DFlSF}S -“PCCCItt 1¢ ll;npression
we gathered is that there is something wrong SOMEWREre, hls €cause of
that and of some other factors that the Trading CO-OIDGrat}VCS ave not beep
very successful. There are obvious reasons _for the lack (_).co-?lperatlon from
the trading class. One noticeable difficulty is that competition has lJecrf goin
on between the Marwaries on the one hand and the Fradl_ng Co-operativeg o
the other. There could not be competition be'tween the rich traders and poor
trading co-operatives. On account of the .efﬁCICﬂCY_ Of_the managers, secretg.
ries and other office. bearers this co-operative organisation may not have beey,
successful. In spite of the failure of the Trading Co-operatives at some placeg
the control of commodities is very necessary.

The Government introduced controls ©
about by the war. Soon after the outbrea
commodities was felt throughout the war.
;]0_ }\lnrtual scarcity or famine. That fbrc]cd dl,;;';
Igher than the heavens. There was har e
aﬂ‘cgtEd by the war ?mdnswhich did not run 5110”1lorkroii;;ﬁg’qsgoods and
Sel-ylces. The hOa[‘dCl"S, stockists, spc_culators and )ha(é ver they o wWere not
quiet. They did their utmost to make profits. Whate . ¥ Gay be, the
control of commodities in our country is abs_olutely an:C e gc;rld overnment
ntroduced controls in view of the situation 1N the wu}o Avies We have
1°€N what  happened in our country when following the é"lgi_f}f certain
leading industrinlists and with the blessings of Mahatma fzanchi, decontrol
was introduced soon after the achievement of the Swaraj as a result of which
mill owners anq ‘the mercantile classes made high profits.  Better sense prevailed
upon the. Govers e “to the agitations from onc end of the country to
the other a5 5 r:s]t(:lntt (}wi:}gfich control was reintroduced much to the reljef of
the POOT masgeg o‘f oul? country. In july 1948, for some reason or other, the

n account of the situation brg
k of hostilities the shortage of
That shortage at timesamgqg

ught
man

. . Unte
the prices sky high, so metime(:

any country which wgyg q

s
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Supply Minister of the Government of Assam thought it wise and proper to
lift the control on rice and paddy. The consequence of it is known to all. The
prices of these commodities shot up very high, higher than the skies, and it has
been well realised by all how our poor people had to suffer from the Govern-
ment steps. Any way, the Government of Assam have reintroduced control
and that has greatly relieved the poor people like us.  Therefore, Sir, I cannot
subscribe to the views expressed by the hon. Member of the party I belong to,
viz., that controls should be aboli-hed. Sir, controls will be necessary for at
least a decade to come. You cannot say when there will be enough cloth for
our people. Controls exist in almost all countries of the world. One of the
factors of there being huge stocks of textiles in the mills is that the Pakistan
Government has not taken its quota from India. I am very glad to learn that
the Central Government has taken upor itself large powers as regards the tex-
tile policy, as has been revealed by the recent debates in the Consembly. Qpe
of the reasons for the assumption of power by the Centre is that the provinces
may not act unwisely in this regard. Their different policies will create a dead-
lock. On account of the bungling of the West Bengal Government certain
places in that province were flooded with textiles. Thousands of bales re-
mained in‘ the mills and began to deteriorate. Gonscquer}tly they became un-
saleable, Sq the Centre has done it wise and proper 1in assuming powers
necessary for the improvement of distribution and also production of commo-
dities, specially cloth, in the country.

ith these words, Sir, I verbally oppose the Amendment moved by Mr, N.
Haque. He should not have been allowed to move the dangerous amendment
secking to abolish controls. 1 felt very angry at that and in heated moments,
hot words are exchanged and swords rattled. I do not propose

x to emulate
the example recently set by some Deputies in Bogota, Colombo when the
exchanged about a hundred shots and killed one member, I would be
inadvisable and undesirable to do so with anqther Member of the Party I
belong to :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KA_SHEM o my _hon. Fri
Nazmal Haque’s Motion is out of order, I will speak on the original Mot
by my hon. Friend, Srijut Beliram Das. _

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: I have not as yet declared, Mr,
Haque’s Motion as out of order.

end ) Mr ]
10N moved

Nazama]

‘Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Then can I speak op both ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: You can speak on the Motion first.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL e L 1oy t}le Amendment mgyeq
by my Friend, Mr. Nazamal Haque, I, want to say Otlil Yt E}t €W words becayge as
already pointed out by the Hon’ble Premier that i .53 matter in ywhig
the Centre ig concerned and we have nothmg to do. But, in my. Opinion’ this
House has got something to do, that is, this House by a Resolutlon can mgye
the Central Government to give effect to the Resolution. A we an port My
Nazamal Haque’s amendment  for withdrawing forthwith control egc. o
textile goods, e would simply undo what we did .0 the pagt. > On
last  Sessions of (he Assembly there was a discussion and With  the o
sent of this Hoyge this present system for procurement ap Istril é)n-
through CO-Operative societies was introduced 'and my Friend at that timu dqn
not OPPOse against Trading Co-operative and in fact, I opposed tp qQuestic o 5
establishment of an Apex Bank while I supported thsa dxstnbunon a3 prc:ém of
ment of clotb by Trading Co-operatives because this method teaches our pe::;?;

R —
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the ways tolivein a sufficiently autonomous unit and with the view .lh;}t the
people have not to depend on outside agencics and to _procure :mfl (lls:t.rlbu_i_n
their cloths amongst themselves. It was decided to mt_rc)rlucc this 1Jul|€:y.lm'
giving facilities to the 'Frading Co-operatives to do this business. In my opinion,
they should be allowed to continue unhampered. I have not found that price in
the Trading Co-operative of cloth is higher than in the ordinary r_narkct, although
there were rumours. Many people reported to me that cloth 1in _the ordinary
market was cheaper than cloth available in the Trading Co-operatives. In fact,
I made personal enquiry and in three or four cases fO}md th_at actually the
quality of cloth sold in the ordinary market was inferior in qugtllty to tl}e cloth
sold in Trading Co-opcratives. The Trading Co-operative 1s responsible for
not allowing the traders, I mean, the Marwaries, of earning 100 per cent. proﬁt_ as
was done at the time of decontrol when the Trading Co-operatives did not exist.
When the Trading Co-operatives were started it was known to them that there
was a rival in the market so the prices had to be fixed keeping this competitive
price in the ordinary market in view. Knowing it fu_lly well that this subject
required detailed discussion in this House, I gave notice of a Motion for rais-
ing discussion on this, and you were kind enough to mention that Mr. Beli-
ram Das would move a similar Motion. I thank you, Sir, for giving this
House an opportunity of discussing this very important matter. My request is
that we should not go by the Bazar rumours and should continue to allow the
Trading Co-operative to maintain control, procurement and distribution of cloth.

. The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, Mr. C‘-hz}liha wants to
give certain informations regarding certain points raised by Mr. Beliram Das.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What’s about the Amendment ?

. The Honb'le Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Regarding the Amend-
ment, I do not want to speak anything more than what I have already said,
I already said, Sir, that I opposed the Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then I put the amendment.
The Motion moved :

“That the :f‘ull_stop: af‘ter the WDrd ‘Assam’ bC dClCth and the fOllOWing
words be added thereafter—

‘and that all restrictions regarding the procurement, distribution and move.
ment of Textile Goods be withdrawn forthwith’.”
The Motion was lost.

Srijut BIMALA PRO HALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): My,
peaker, Sir, the Govcrnmseﬁil:) iS g‘;&alt‘efl'zl to( the hon. Mover of thff Motion for
%vmg an opportunity to explain the position of the textile Il’\?I‘C.Y of this
hOVe_rnmem. But, I cannot agree with the hon. Mover of the Motion in what
Jdesaid.  Before coming to the points raised by him, I regret for the inconven-
lencs:s cauSCd to the hon. MCmbCr on account Of the delay 1mn recelpt Of
geplles.from Government. You may remember, Sir, 1 represented to you some
itazrs back that Government received questions very late and as a matter of fact,
s celzs t;:)esterlday or day before yesterday all the de]:;z}rtnm’en;(si }]1]2;(;]3 cto gﬁ-rk vﬁry
eply to the : embers. wou s » that

Jo Would ksi(ndly ;?ﬁg;esglclmihzf hlz)cl)]n. I\l/\I/fembers of the House to submit their
questions in tiype. q[t becomes very 'he]pful for the Government and also for

the . L e o
hon. Members if the questions are submitted in time.
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Srijut Beliram Das says that Assam being a poor province the Government
should not have launched the Co-operative cloth procurement and distribution
scheme. But, Sir, I differ from him. If Assam is poor we should do something
to ameliorate the condition of her people. If we do not do anything she will
remain poor for ever. So we must do something—somewhere and at some time
so that the conditions of the mass people of Assam may be ameliorated and
their per Capita income is increased and thus the poor province of Assam ma
become rich. We must do something. I therefore cannot agree with him
that this Government with the approval of this august House did something
wrong by launching the Co-operative cloth procurement and distribution scheme,
Various rumours by interested partics were sprcud'and rca.chcd ‘Government.
Sometimes the rumours were of such characters as if something very dangerous
has been done by the Government as if the sky will fall on then[:. But, Sir,
sofaras T am concerned, these false rumours could create very ht_tle reaction
on me and so is the case withh the Government. We lu:sow that this is a very
great undertaking and there are various difficulties \yluc'h the‘ Government
would have to face. In every business there are certain risks which are called
business risks.

Sir, Srijut Beliram Das has also pointed out certain. defects
about the Standard GCloth. 1 am happy, Sir, to inform the House that so far
as Standard Cloth Scheme is concerned, there will be a surplus instead of any loss
because the Government of India have recently contributed from the Equalisation
Fund a sum of Rs. 23 lakhs to compensate for the probable losses against the
Standard Cloth Scheme. As there are losses there are also commercial ways
by which those losses can be compensated or at least minimised to a considerable
degree. dicul G

Sir, Srijut Beliram Das has thought fit to ri IC]UC a Sovemment ofﬁc'er
for a diagram he prepared explaining the Rural I?gye <])'pment = cheme. But, Sir,
I do not know, how far we will be justified in ridiculing a Goverment

articularly in his absence. . :
s So farythe questions of the appointment of f;{“(?h‘?smg Agents at Bombay is
concerned, I would say that we appointed this Agen gn & Sommission, of
per cent. Some letters were published in th"i'l PTI";’:IS hy ;ome persons who do
not like our policy against the appointment of the Purchasing Agents a¢ 1% per
cent. commission. It was stated in the Press that Commission Agents were available
even at } per cent. rate as against the rate of 1% I;‘Jierl";:{cntt. gtven by Government.
Sir, for the information of the House, I wou 1£¢ to.say that . Commissioy
. one-fourth per cent. commission.
Agents may be available even at Eotirth Jper cent. Tt o n some
cases it may even be less than onc-iou P - > DIy the rate of
T t of work a certain Commission A h
commission depends on the amoun call the Lifting A gent hag
todo. The Commission Agent whom we 8 gent h.as. a lot of
: rmits from the Textile Commisgs
work to do. He has to obtain pe ¥ § Millsiand % sioner of
Bombay and then to select the cloth from gulioien d S SN ipake Payment
to the Mills and bring the cloths to ln_s_(_)wnlgo own m(slure and then to gyp.
divide them according to different subdivisiona Cl“°tgs and mark and boek them
and produce the documents before the Banks and obtain bis Payment.  We (g
not appoint these Commission Agents without a;,'y selection. Wy en the
Government decided to take up this Scheme of Cleth Procurement apq Distrilyy,-
tion—we actually advertised in the newpapers of Assam and alge of Bomba
inviting tenders from these Lifting Agents. Sir, I do not exactly remembe'i
the number of applications we received, but I know that we received sufficient
number of applications in respone to the advertisement. Bllt_ not g single part
had quoted 3 per cent. Commission. The minimum quotation we got. | t?;inky
was Rs.1-6-0 and that was from a party whom we did  not Consider guit’able b
the Textile Commissioner did consider them to be so to take up the work of

Servant-
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“this Government. Then on receipt of those applications we selected 3 parties
and then . we consulted the Textile Commissioner of India who gave his own
views about the various Lifting Agents and then we sclected finally the lifting
agent for this Government, ,

Sir, with regard to the insurance with the New India Assurance Company
Limited various criticisms had been made against the Governmennt. 'here were
some rumours that I have certain relation in the said Company and therefore
I had favoured this Company with the insurance business ()[: the Govern-
ment. But I can tell the House that I have none in the New India Assurance
Company Limited. Besides that, Sir, I may be ;1113:thi31g but never mean.
Many insurance companies took interests in this transit msurancc and ‘ult1-
mately two companies carne forward—uiz., (1) the New India Assurance Com-
pany Limited, (2 the British India Insurance Company L:mmid and remained
keen to have the business. The New India Assurance Company Limited
submitted their quotations. In the meantime the Branch Manager of the
British India General Insurance Company came to me and I spoke to him
that the Government would like to obtain a transit insurance cover for textile
from a respectable company at the cheapest rate and' if lh_cy like they may sub-
mit their quotations. He enquired if we are interested in having any agent. Then
I consulted the Hon’ble the Premier about this. And the Hon’ble I?rcmler agreed
with me that we want the cheapest rate and are not llltCI'CSt({d iinany agent
to it. Then I told the New India Assurance Company Li mlt‘e‘d that we are
not interested in any Agent and they should in view of this see it they could
reduce their rates. 1 asked both the Companics to submit their rates in sealed
covers, At first the New India Assurance Company Limited gave higher
rates. When the Secretary, Textiles opened the tenders, the rates of both the
companies were found to be similar. Then we had to go by the balance
sheet of the Company, and we found the New India’s Balance Sheet to be more
substantial and gave this to them. ] .

Another criticism which appeared in the Press was E_lgﬂms'ﬁ fl}e conditions jm.-
posed on the Procuring Agents. Therc were three conditions w'luch we put on the
Procuring Agents, namely to insure things with the New India Assurance Com-
pany Limited. We insisted that the textiles should be purchased through the
Government Lifting Agent. We also asked the Procuring Agent_s to get the textileg
handled through Messrs Shaw Wallace. Sir, we entered into an agreement
with the Lifting Agent that he would work for us for one year apd unless thig
was done Government would be liable to pay compensation. That is why we
are obliged to put the condition of purchasing through the Government Lifting
Agent, - With regard to handling of the textiles in Calcutta the bon. Members
of the House may be aware that _ this'Company 18 doing business with the
Government since a very long time and they have been doing it very well alsq,
Government consider them to be a reliable party: There may be parties who
may be willing to do the work at a much cheaper rate, but we tlnay not consider
Sél.lllch a party to be a reliable and a capable one. In any casc, ;eri:(;ilusc Messrs,
f:alw_ Wallace has been handling goods for a long time on account

o the'l}'r business connection Government gave them 10 hf:mdle textfi]l%e goodé: .
ha dl'hen the question is asked: Why did we .1mposc): ?'S condition of
ndling through Messrs. Shaw Wallace on the Procuring Agent ! )
We had 1o impose this condition because when we first negotiated with

toe}sl‘.srs. Shaw Wallace we gave them the understanding that they will have
Stang?l—?le our textile goods for a period of one year and in view of that under-
%:e had to impose that condition. S '

the I comes the New India Assurance Gompany Limited. When we asked
€ ‘nsurance Company tq quote their rates they put a question enquiring as

to the period for which ‘we may give them the husiness. 1 said that for the
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present they could take it to be for a year. As Parliamentary Secretary on
behalf of the Government I thought it proper that the understanding which I
gave should not be broken off without due notice and therefore we had to
ask the procuring agent to insure through the said Company. These are the
rcasons why we had to put these conditions. But subsequently according to
the terms of the contract we have served notice on the Lifting Agent at Bombay
that his services will no longer be required. Similarly we have also informed
Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company and New India Assurance Company Limited,
that on account of modification of the procurement policy we cannot stick to
the previous understanding. 3

Now, Sir, we have certain fundamental differences with the hon. Mover
of the Motion. T do not know whether he believes that the co-operative
movement may be a useful movement for amelcorating the condition of the
masses of the country. It may be that the history of the co-operative move-
ment of this Province is very dark, but yet I believe that the co-operative
movement can actually do a lot to the mass people of our country. :

Sir, the improvement of the condition of the labour in comparison with the
condition of the Agriculturist is an easy task. The House may enact a legisla-
tion and compel the industries to enhance the wages and improve the living con-
dition, etc. Besides, the percentage of labour population as compared with
the percentage of agricultural population is very small. It may be about 10
per cent.  We may ask the industries to increase wages and raise other amenities
of life. But when we come to agriculturist actually we have to remain mum there.
It may be that on account of the magnitude of the problem and on account
of the want of the resources or suitable personnel we have been able to do
very little for our agriculturist popuiation. Shall we not do anything for
them ? If we believe that this co-operative movement is a good thing and
it can do good to the agriculturist people, shall we stand on its way ? If there
be any defect as has been said by Maulavi Abul Kashem, let us try to remove
those, make the movement successful. I have my sympathy with the traders.
I consider them to be useful members of the society. It 1s far from my intention
to injure them, but in an economic programme like this it 1s very difficult to do
a thing without affecting the interest of any class of soctety. When Govern-
ment adopted this scheme of this Trading Co-operative a deputation of
textile merchants waited on me. I asked them whether they considered this
co-operative movement to be one which should be established in the Country,
for the benefit of the people. They said that the co-operative movement could
do good to the people. Then I said, ""why do you ?‘bIC(Jt L0 our giving this
textile business to the co-operatives’ ? They said, why do you not try paddy
and other things”? Then I said that if I give the co-operative do they not think
that I will have to face another deputation of paddy merchants ? I fully appre-
ciate that on account of the co-operatives coming 11, the b.usmess of the textile
merchants have been affected. 1 have my sympathy with t.hem_ At the same
time I feel helpless because in an economic programme like tl_ns one cannot dg
a thing without affecting the interests of any party as I said before Why did
we ga to these co-operatives ?  The first reason is that _the distribution of cloth
and yarn through the normal trade channels durlng the control-period w
far from satisfactory. Government received lots of complaints about p is
marketing, corruption and unfair distribution. Then Government th g
‘why do we not take people into our confidence and give them g machj .
through which they can play their part for equitable and bettey qieror 2oFY
of controlled commodities’® "That is one reason. The other
said, that we must dg something  for the bulk of our popul

we must begin somewhere, sometime and in some way, and
this co-operative movement was

iS, as I
and for that

. we thou oh
the best way of organisation throuéhtwltxli]fht



840 MOTIONS [15TH SEP.

gradually we could take up various works of development. While there is a
very minority section of the people who do not like to look at these co-opera-
tives, I am confident, Sir, that the bulk of the mass pr_:'.:]nic want these co-opera-
tives. And if in spite of this, obstacles are put on their path, they will take
their own course ; the things will proceed and the obstacles shall go. ‘

Srijut Das has asked us to give the co-operatives the business of paddy,
but not the textiles. I do not understand his logic. If he is sympathetic
towards the cloth traders today he may be sympathetic towards the paddy
traders also tomorrow. {Srijut Beliram Das:—My intention was that textiles
should not be the only commodit¢ to be handled by the co-operatives). Sir,
the same argument may be advanced against giving of paddy [)_Usmcsf to the
co-operatives to-morrow. Why should not the same logic apply in this case
also ? He said that he heard that we had recruited a useless person as the
Managing Director of the Apex Bank. Sir, Government ‘1‘t1 'makm.g Rclcc.tion
has to go by a certain procedure, and the proc_‘ed_urc 15 ‘]!)Iﬂt _sclccthns
are made by the Assam Public Service Commission.. The Assam Public Service
Commission, in selecting the Managing I?trCth)F for the Apex Bank, took tl_]c
advice of many experts. I do not know their designations, but I know that ip
interviewing the candidates they took the help of tl'lff General Manager of (}e
Imperial Bank of India. The interview was held 1n .Ca}cuua and this gentle.
man was recommended by the Assam Public Service Commission for appoint.
ment to this post. His scale of pay (he is on contract for a period of five years)
is Rs.800—1800. His initial pay has been fixed at Rs 1,200 per month plys
a house allowance of Rs 150. The hon. Member should not have made guch
a remark about him. It may be that some d_lsgruntlcd officer or some
chucked-off person of the Apex Bank or some person discharged by the Managing
Director must have given this information to the hon. Member an.d he con-
sidered it fair to levcl this criticism against him on the floor of this august
House. The hon. Member has asked us to abo_lish_thc Agcx Bank, Sir, he
cannot expect this from us. It will be for him to do it, if he WlShCS,. some  day
but he cannot expect this from us. We will not only not abolish the Apex
Bank, we will make it greater and greater cvery day and make it one of (h.
best Banks of India. .

Then, Sir, I come to the question of ad hoc cloth.  When there was surplus
of cloth in the mills the Textile Commissioner of India permitted theg,
mills to sell some cloth to the nominees of the mills and thus some cloth v,
purchased by some traders in this Province. But, Sir, this august House will
not expect this Government to act in such a way as to endanger the Publjc
money that has been invested in our textile scheme. I wantto make no secret
of the fact that I do not want that this cloth gets Is)?lolzlty M- sale
over the cloth procured by the Government. Thatis why, Sir, in dCCldlng the
method of disposal of this ad hoc cloth we had to make many referenceg
to the Textile Commissioner of India explaining to him our scheme of
distribution and how the present mcdification of the Government of India’s
policy would affect our present scheme and would lead Government to certain
loss.  In making these references sometime was necessary and that ig why
we were ‘late in issuing the disposal orders of the ad hoc cloth. T am, sorry
for that ; at the same time, I plead my helplessness also. We cannot do
a thing which may seriously affect the Government’s scheme of textile djgtri.
but.m“- Therefore while we want to adjust ourselves to the modified textile
policy of the Goverrment of India we have to be very carcful to see that
',Ourt-ISCh.cme is not adversely allected and the moncy we  have invested in
teXUIC 18 not lost, and so on and so forth.

Then, SiE it sid  ihae we have fiot purchased the cloth and yarn
that were allotted to - this Province for the months of January to May. It
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is a fact that we have not purchased our quota of cloth from January to
May, but itis not a fact that we have not purchased yarn. We have conti-
nued our purchases of yarn.  But on accout of the arrival of all our previous
quotas of cloth, which is sufficient for 4 or 5 months’ consumption, all the
godo\\fns available in the different subdivisions were packed to the full. Under
the circumstances it was impossible to bring more cloth till the present stock
was disposed of. We communicated this to the Textile Commissioner of
India and requested him that the quotas which we had not been able to
purchase should not lapse, and that we should be allowed to make the
purchases in instalments along with the quotas of cloth for the future months.
TQ that he has agreed and nccordingly we are now proposing to purchase
this arrear quotas of cloth in small instalments along with the regular quota.

Srijut Das has suggested to Government to revert to  Hadi Hussain’s
Sgheme of Cloth Procurement. Sir, Mr. Hadi Hussain after I have examind
his various schemes and plans I have no doubt about his good intentions
to do good to the people of the province. I have very high opinion about
him and his good intentions to the people. Sir, what I want to say 1s
that our present scheme of reorganisation of the co-operative movement 1is
based on the lessons of the past. It may be that tomorrow somebody \_\_rlll
be able to find out something better than what we are thinking today. Srijut
Das gskcd why not Government revert to that scheme of procurement. My
question 'is how is the common man going to be benefited by that form of
co-operative society. If he can explain and satisfy me about that [ am quite
prepared to accept his suggestion. But, Sir, whatever may be the defects of
the last co-operative movement, I am not going to blame anybody because
itis by a process of devolution we can perfect our scheme. May 1 enquire
from Mr. Das whatis the necessity of registering those types of Soc_zet:;:s as
Co-operatives ? Those Societies are as good as Joint Stock Companics :

I hope, Sir, I have been able to explain the position and to reply to

the various points raised by Srijut Beliram Das in introducing his Motion

yuefore with these few words I would like to resume my seat.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am thankful

tc my hon. friend Mr. Beliram Das for giving us an opportunity to discuss this
matter on the floor of this House. The first thing that strikes me is that
his Ministry has got no responsibility and the responsibility is of the officers.
If so, then the Ministers and the Parliamentary Secretaries are not necessary.
Either of the two alternatives he must accept. The second thing 1(5:l t}?at hg
knows for certain that this proposal was thrashed in this House and he l?inh
his party were unanimous regarding the introduction of this scheme \IN §7
afterwards was put into operation. But he said that up till now c;)'n YC
per cent. of the population has been enrolled as members of the Trading Co-
operatives. It shows, Sir, that the Congress Government which is in power
now, does not enjoy the confidence of 63 per cent. of the population of
Assam, but they represent only 37 per cent. Itis clear that their scheme is
a failure and I can say that the real root of the failure of this movement
is the non-co-operation of the M. L. As most of whom are not in favour of
this movement. They could have submitted it frankly on the floor of this
House and we could have adopted some different method for asking the
people to co-operate with the Governmen: for the success of the scheme.
;‘lrl;:an{i vﬁuld also simply say that this failure will not bring Ceri_t to my hon.

» Mr. Das, Or to any memher of his party. I would advise him now
to “iY and move in his constituency by asking the people in the rural areas to
enrol themselves in these Trading Co-operative Societies.
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Sir, practically spcaking our sympathy is with these I';:;a‘l1l|;{.lf"U_-'U]J(-r;nlllx-(f
Societies because one capitalist should enjoy while r)llltfllh[- f:-II”ll” fl(_n.m.l.r]»t .nl
tolerated by the pcople and we cannot indced have (l!lf)ltihl(.‘ ~I'H}]m(t[5 ,(_1:\11: )‘l-llr(‘(‘
amongst the poor population, but we want that our people '\»1111 the 1‘1 lm‘(‘lhrllt
resources can purchase their own needs and have their O,“. 111 )llsll.t‘l\csstllnlél? :
mutual co-operation. This movement must not be :111rmu: to‘ die gut. Sir,
he has of course pointed out some difficulties which may IJL~jaC(.d' by r.hc
Government and also by the people at large, the difliculty regarding pro-

curement through our agents who are :lppointcd on commission basis. As for,

that commission I cannot say whether it is too }ug_h or} t-”]”nl(mE‘ blcc‘;msc 1
have not consulted anybody, but I can say only Lln; whether  Government
Can also add in their terms that in case the 010111511113} ate ll)mcur'(':ltll Ehmugh
these procuring agents remain unsold here n thc_‘lrow’ﬂ‘CL rl (‘:CY__ “‘r‘ ». held
responsible for any loss thercof because they ai," }rr:ac E,,OEC?HL;’IE“-‘; «1%{letlts I?Y
the Government to purchase cloth on behalfl’ o HL,' Cen ]? \?“}.0 et
distribute this cloth to the people and 1f the hpt_ohp: L(} \ no I.\:l ing to
purchase this or the quality of the cloth 1s guc]_qpt a dmth ];eop (r ((‘) not
like to purchase, the Government would not be _f’?'r}?“ €s¢ agents will
be held responsible for it. This term will be preferable.

As for the insurance rate neither can I say x}fhcthcr this 1s too high or too low
but insurance risk should be covered by some insurance company. [f the_lmn_
Members of this House can make some .rchab]c insurance company available
at low rate, I think, that can be COnildCI‘td'at thc‘l time ol app;n_ntmg any
agent after the expiry of one year and that will suéc‘y _sav? so(:lpf%tn?g_. Die
thing, Sir, is that due to this decontrol Dy .thc‘ L]ntxc t--lch 111(cu_ ty is that
We will not be able to compete with the Vna‘d{ns. JC‘CEIU?]L. tAey ngw how. -
Compete with us. So, Sir, we should move 2 Reso utlfon in t is Assem 1y‘ askin
the Government of Indja at least to grant monopoly for procme;n’e.m of whole
quota of cloth for this Province to the Governnent o Assam_lsioth N0 outsigeys
€an bring any cloth to this country. In that case 1th_1 b€ Dpossible thay
Persons who are not members of the Trading Co-operatives shall )

S S get
cloth and there will be no difficulty whatsoever to do tlub.‘ l"h]s_ would oy
In any way affect our co-operative movement. Much difliculties we afe

e’fpel‘iencing here when the Centre is not i.u a pogition to  cope with
difficulties created by the merchants of this Dominion. There is a huge ¢

gestion of cloth from our quota and which conld not be lifted by the
vince, I

sons WhO

the
on-
Pro-
is not only for the control as propagated by merchants.  But e

are actually acquainted with the real affairs sayi tlhat It 1s due to
the Co-operation of the merchants and millowners that CO[]?} are made i,
SIIJC}L a way that the people of the Province Cflo Cnﬁttr;‘fanits tn((:)ltn-suistilr’ the
Ot that j -eintroduction ol cont . Sulting
needs of the I;rgl,?ffe :&grastzschlethere has been congestion 1n (tihe m1lls.- is
©0-operation of the traders and millowners must be dc}fsatte : OItlly with the
£0se  co-operation of the public at large and to ‘t is extent we p..
seek  the help of the Centre. 1 am not sure whether that amount of Bavour

il I uest the Hon’ble Premier ey
Whetheer shown by the Centre. But I req

it i . least procurement monopoly and thy, e
éti}lllow i T{iag?rfglbgo_gopgzii"?s to lift 05r quota. There sh?uld be provisiop
oratB the whole Provincial quota will not be lifted (’.IthIefI’ errn Ahmedabad
Pres ombay py anyone except the Government ageﬂg ¢ t“lS clls done, the
L ent tempt of the merchants somehow could be frustrated. Otherwise

Would 1, very difflcult for the movement of the cloth.
The pre
People

the

See

Sent method of distribution of cloth has done much gooq ¢

the at large who get the cloth at cheaper rate. Had there beep

p
)

il . o
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no  such  method the price of cloth would have been higher.
It is known to everyone that the Trading Co-operatives are in a
position to supply cloth to evervone for his personal consumption of course,
but not for trading purposes. So, I think this hay created no difficulty.
As for Apex Bank, I am afraid whether the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary would be successful in his attempt. But. without this Apex Bank we
could also procure cloth through our Scheduled Banks, if they are reliable,
Il there is even little chance of being failure it should rather be stopped
alt ‘any stage without much money being spent. I therefore request again that
this Assembly would adopt a Resolution asking the Centre to grant monopoly
to procure cloth for the Province of Assam and also for keeping the trading
Co-operative movement alive and making it a success. I may inform the
House that many of the Trading Co-operative Socicties have taken up busi-
ness i other decontrolled food stuffs, like mustard oil, molasses, salt, pulses, etc.
With these words, Sir, T ask for the co-operation of all concerned.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY. Sir, in_his speech Mr. Beliram
Das made certain unkind remarks against Mr. Hayley. 1 am not “défen
ding the latter because heis a friend of mine. I am defending him for the
reason that he has devoted much of his time to the framing of the Co-opera«
tive Bill and has given much of his energy and labour for the success of
the Trading Co-operatives in Assam......... (Mr. Beliram Das: He has been
paid for that, but not paid for making mistakes.) He has not R
paid for making mistakes. Any way, it isup to tlnslI-Iousg' to judge whether
these mistakes are corrigible or not. Mr. Hayley Alas g;veI11'.11jlll‘_3h o +hl-5
time to the success of the co-operative movement in lssam.l ‘L P AIONE s
movement in the country that the ignol:ﬁllt A e tc;l amc?h(?mt'e
their conditions. The rl‘i‘ading Co-opcratwcs.ha“ie_been 1‘USt st};irte an 'lttt clis
too early to judge its success or [ailure. h-llstakc:-‘mzlw 1ave C%LCOI?F.IS o
They ought to be rectified whenever and \yhe[l'{cvel t‘aeg lz;re g:la:t r.nan 011‘ Ogg
. use concentratirg all criticisms upon the mista ci?, m[a S istake 1 and
officer. To err is human, to forgive is Divine. ok 01- " ;mb d' i{ le{% £
there Mr. Hayley should not have been made fq.ltafgtlf't? ]artt[)lc 5 lefclo-
operative movement in the country has been galaiuct ‘ulgc} ccause of the
Eisle medl ot e H e _secret_m.les and 03._191 office ‘bearers.
The failure is also attributable to nepotism, ia\ioul-‘ltlsm, xshonesty,.unpunc_
A tc., ectc. If there have been failures of

tual payments, over due loans, etc., g s : o

payn ‘atives at some centres it is because, among other rea-
these Trading Co-operatives experienced office  bearers, incapable managers
sons, of mismanagement, 11 ‘p-Othcrwise the poorer sections of the people
and for some similar reasons.
have been much bcneﬁt(’-d-} enlightened the House with regard to certain

Mr. Chaliha’s speech ;la§'t appeared to me that he has misunderstood
details. But from his speech! f the Trading Co-operative to certain othey
Mr. Das regarding the extension © ) e
comn};‘?lcztllfi;(-m’ble the SPEAKER: Dr. Chaudhury will continue hig speech
after lunch. (Adjourﬁment'}

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 p.m,

(After Lunc h)

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY _ (conid.) : Sir, T was spealing abhou
error into which my hon. Friend, Mr. Blma.lapr(_)sgd Chahha, fell when he
misunderstood Mr. Beliram Das. As a matter of fact, My, Beliram Das
wanted the Trading Co-operatives 1o deal in other goods as well. The
difficulty faced by the Trading Co-operatives 1s t_hat. Marwaris ‘with their
business instincts and experience have brought textiles into Assam of finer

and superior quality which they were selling not at unsatisfactory rates,
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Secondly, the textiles brought are mostly Dhutics and Sarecs wlu‘c:l: clu.nng
suit the tastes of the Hill people, namely, Khasis, Nagas, Garos anc
the Lushais. They are forced to take recourse to other merchants Tprc.[:l_-ru-u‘t-
to Trading Co-operatives. Moreover, they arc coarse cloths. _1'\1:\&-..1-(1‘1}is
everybody would want cloth of fine qualities unless they are extremely poor.
In my opinion, Sir, if things arc better managed and l,'n-li'rlcr. |)r‘.u([‘)|1:
are appointed to important offices. I sec no reason why the Trading Co-
opratives should not prove a success. . |
One important matter to which [ want to draw the attention of the

House is that there is a strong rumour to the effect that on account of

W i i - ! o , T P
the disciplinary action proposed to be taken by the (A"“ﬁ“'-“s_ ['1‘1 ty }fhj“ml
Mr. Beliram Das for the Motion he has moved, he (Mr. Das) may have to
leave the party. In that case I, on behalf of this side, would like to

welcome him into our midst. (Laughter.)
Srijut BELIRAM DAS Never, never (Laughter.)

‘The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Can thc hon. Member

base his argument on the basis of rumours ? ' '

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : buguctnncs statements are n_m(l(;
on the basis of rumours. If it is a fact and il Mr. beliram  Das [aces
such a_situation, we welcome him and we will embrace him as a collecague in
the Opposition should he have to leave his Party. o -

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: May I make a preliminary reply, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: No. |

Srijut BELIRAM DAS : I may beallowed to speak on  some ol the
allegations made against me.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : You will be able to speak by way of

Pérsonal explanation.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: [ want to say something by way ol personal
explan:ztion, Sir,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Let Prof. P.M. Sarwan speak now.

Prof, P.M, SARWAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, people sometimes  think
1at 1 am always opposed to everything proposed by Government.  But,
Sir, in thijs particular matter of Trading Co-operative, I am at one with
the  Government policy. The people of the province of Assam in rural
areas require  Co-operative Societics very badly and this 1s a correct
Move on the part of the (Government of Assam to try to ameliorate the
conditions of the peasants of assam, If only ~Memiers of this House
Visited the rural apeas they will find in what hardship the rural population
are living on account of the cloth scarcity which has been prevailing for
Very many vears and it has not been possible for these people to obtain
cloth from ‘the trade channels which are in vogue at prescit inless they
are  prepared - to pay an exorbitant price in town areas. !hc difficulty
Dy een that the (overnment had found it not very easy Ior‘mow*mc_-nt
10 this Province of cloth. This good policy of giving the Cio-operaive
Tovement g consolidated place. along with other movements that are going on
and- if ) the M L. As pw-ere desirous of helping the Government 1in  this
Policy of allowing (. erative Socicties established in all the rural areas
aNd 1 the hon gM OEOOPC ¢ to get away from the town and stay for
fome time jp 1-"ura1 embers tv}\:?e Government would have had no difliculty
}; dmikmg this Go-o?:)l;a;’ive movement very successful. In most cases, we
2 o M.L.As ar adually living out of touch with the rural arcas,
h I ‘can see t‘f\tgﬁl(' ua{qythp h?ast policy  Government have adopted
in the CIrcumstanceg ‘and 1:1‘:?1:11: all‘ the complaints that are heing levelled

that

‘.*%ﬁ____._m Lici
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against the Trading Co-operative are
had “found it difficult t6 implement
suggestion that

yovernment
due to the fact that t}v“é _660:1‘?; only
this policy and thct_’f:l.cllmcllt besides
I will make in this regard is that" GO“}H try and find
depending on jg supporters for maintaining thig policy lt-?houo]icy: which is
by some other devise whether it could implcxm?n't tl_llb_ P Thisdert
excellent for the amelioration  of the masses living in rura

stion of
Mr. J.s. HARDMAN: M. Speakcr; Sir, a year ago tth gﬁcthe floor
distribution of textiles  through Co-operative ~Socicties was dlscus"iGn I am sure,
of this House, and turning back to what was said on that occaSltt;n;ents’ which
that there are only two hon. Meml)crs, who can regard the Sté vernment on
they made o, that occasion with any degree of complacency. : ]?to make very
that occasion Suggested that the Co-operative movement was ].11\6 }m‘:d to suggest
large profits by taking up. the textile business, and those, who \'C_{‘Lt.d and lacking
that this wag unlikely to occur were vegarded as being unduly “?}n‘lch‘ everybody
in sympathy {or (he co-operative  movement—a movement W n:t that there is
recognises g of great value, 1t is, however, necessary to point ot id  cu-opera-
a very great diflerence between co-operation in Assam ‘1alwhel‘e i
tion as practiged in other parts of the world. Co-operation eles d. whereas
the voluntary association of individuals to promote their nmfual .goo‘ i) ' MOono-
in Assam it appears to be an extreme form of State Socialism "\‘h(.nc‘zvould I
polies are to he handed over to the Co-operative Societies. Thele,. ment"in
am Certain, be a storm of protest which would endanger the Govern e
England if Government there decided that distribution of rationed o Lo

: ve WVholesale
for example teq, yu8ar, ete., was to be handed over to the Co-operative 1 reserves
Society, which admi[ludly has a fine organization, tremendous financia Ifl-'bd
and a wide net work ol distributing centres. It would, however, be regarded as
a political issue of the greatest ma nitude,

i We, Sir, in the tcté"t industry lglraw* fortunately been spared the benefits gf th.e
ca=OPSIAlve Moveinent and we have not beep affected by ithe CO‘OPCf'a“V_e Sl
bution of textiles, yy, can therefore review its achicvements dispasmg)nale]}’ and
our main criticism ig that it has displayed lit(le ability in discharging its PLHTALY
function which js the sale of cloth, The test of any organization is not the. L
tion with which it is founded but the extent to which it attains its objectives,
We have been disturbed. at a state of affairs which permits ol so much cloth
lying locked up in godowns steadily deterioraiing, the heavy liability incurred

for demurrage, interest charges, etc., at o time when Assam is admittedIY very
short of cloth.  We can see from the figures of (he past few years that _insuffi-
cient quantities of cloth have been imported into- Assam and _those who like ouy
Friend, the hon., My, Sarwan, visit the rur

al arcas and live there realize how
short the supply of cloth is. We therefore have g situation of millions in Assam

anxious  to buy cloth, and Government in Possession of large quantities of cloth

anxious to sell and yet somchow business cannot be concluded. "The financia]
burden of the Co-operative movement mugt fa]] on general revenues and bt
hear rather alarming accounts of the finan

cial state of the Province, It is
being suggested that no new scheme howevey urgent can be taken up. It i
therefore impoytant that the leakage of large sums of money on a scheme which
fails to achieve jis objective should he checked . We would like to know what
the financia] positi i i

i 1eme is, whether it is makj
loss. Admxttcdly Government have qig ’ iog
ol 6 months,

! [ continued purchase of cloth for o Period
incidentally That Ty 1tselfs shoy]¢ have ‘created a natural Scarcity anqg
inciden a-§, must h_a_ve relieved Government of very large financia] li

Even so the quantities t}

imported inge the

abilitieg,
it is Governg

ld not pe
Correctly,
up shouild

hat Gm{ernmcnt -were entitled to indent cou
rovince, TIf T understood the hon. Mr, Chalihg
that the quota which has not been takep
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Le earmarked for Assam thereby recognising that the Province has not absorbed
the quantity of cloth which cught to have been taken. Itis necessary for every
hon. Member to consider the co-operative movement clxspassu:nz_uc-ly._ We
are not enemies of the co-operative movement 3 We welcome every sign of 1"«:11
co-operation, but it is dangerous to use¢ words which l_la\'(' a high sounding
meaning. _Co.operation is one¢ of these and 1 am afraid that many schemes
kabelled as co-operation would otherwise meet with a very stern reception from
the Finance Department. We would welcome a statement from the Hon’ble
Finance Minister on the financial position of this co-operative venlure because
the province can ill afford to lose lakhs of rupces.

Turning then to another side of this proposition we h;f.vc"thc_ statement
that in order to keep the co—opcrativc movement’s t_extlle dlsu'_llmuon s‘chcmc
going, Government propose to impose severe restrictions on the import .of (:loth.‘
T'hat in short means that the public who would otherwise gect a ]JlC“‘“[_U' supply cf
cloth are compelled to purchase a 1'c§1ricl€d quantity through -'Tflt]m-“ ?ﬂ'n'“vls’
which apparently are found inconvenient. Morcover there; wi e atdm(‘)pa]
expense to Government by keeping 2 scheme, which ?a'm.otl.on' plasl perfor-
mance be expected to show a profit, to existence for an unlimited length of
time. ' s 5 —— |

Then, Sir, there is a serious danger that this pr:.m‘:”)le o‘l I.btll)ut:()h of
cloth which may well be extended to other CGIHJTIOd}U(:S. Government have
a responsibility, when commodities arc rationed. for seeing that the arrangements
made are not merely fair and equitable to all concern.cgi but also that the
arrangements are businesslike ; that they do not in\'({[vc additional t;-oublr; to 1‘].,(:
public nor place additional burdens on the _P“b]'c exchequer. _It. "““’ Sir,
place a very heavy responsibility on the organization of th?T co-opf:liatlxe move-
ment if it is to be given the charge of distribution of a l;azgc. number of
commodities over which Government exercise an}onopqu. We u_rould carnes.
tly request Government to examine thc whole question of co-operalive distriby-
tion and to see that it does not conflict in any way with publ_lc interest, whethey
it isin the financial jnterest of the Province or whether 1t interferes unduly
with the ordinary channels of trade. I am mot making any appeal for privage
enterprise. I realize that private cnterprise has on occasions abused its Power,
that I think is beyond dispute. Controls are undou.bt(-:dly necessary and mygt
be retained, but it must be remembered that in the private trader there is a weall,
of experience in handling goods. For example, a [ew months ago we were offered
consignments of cloth which had incurred demurrage for 3 months or so, 7,
was expected that these would be taken over and the purchaser would pay the
demurrage. No private trader would have left cloth incurring demurrage for such,
a length of time in the first instance, nor would pay private trader expect 4
pu_rchaser to pay 3 months demurrage on a bale of cloth. As I was saying
private traders require a little consideration. They may have abused theijy,
opportunities for certain occasions, but Government, derive _conmderable income
from the operation of private trade and I feel cerfain that if all trade were ¢
bc.canahsecl into the co-operative organisation Government revenue would he
seriously affected. At the same time the co-operatix{e organisation seems to e
una.blc to compete without a subsidy. We have witnessed a situation during 3
period of monopoly, when Government werc able to prevent other supplies of
cloth coming into ,the Province. and during this peri_od the co-operative  mgoye.
ment for the distribution of textiles has admittedly faired badly. Whatever steps
may be taken by the Government of Assam, the Government of India will insjgt
OB PICCHEGON, of Indian Mills being marketed in the Province and even if
.embargf)es are imposed 1 feel there will be methods b}: wlr}lch cloth will fipq
1ts way imnto Assam., The co-operative movement can visualise that for the next
six months. it will have to make its way against competition, but it will not he
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an casy task when it will have to fight against private enterprise. Itis evident
that in many countries the co-operative movement has been > )
successfully with private enterprise. The Co-operative I\/Iovelmg‘nt_ in the TUnited
Kingdom has all along been competing on level terms with®privat :
and if we could feel certain that a comparable achievement could be allowed in
Assam I would welcome distribution by a co-operative organisation. In
clusion T would request all Members of this House to e.\'am_inc
dispassionately without attaching undue reverence to a term like
and to consider any scheme in the light of
when money s extremely scarce and subst
important schemes are not to be placed

able to compete
e enterprise,

con-

this question
‘Co-operation®
the financial state of the Province,
antial losses must be avoided if other
in jeopardy.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN :
one year’s working of the textile schem
Secretary would give us some idea
tive cloth procurement and
blamed Mr, Beliram Das
hon, Friends will

Mr. Speaker, Sir, just alter completion of
e, I thought that the Hon’ble Parliamentary
as to how far he has succeeded in the co-opera-
distribution scheme, but in his speech he has only
and the traders of the Province for its failure. All my
agree with me as to how far the traders have suffered due to the
scheme.  Sir, after the decontrol of cloth our traders went to Bombay and
Ahmedabad to bring goods to the Province and they were to pay high prices for

the goods and when the goods arrived here in Assam the control was imposed on
the cloths and the cloths

amounting to 14,000 bales were seized and . the traders
were paid reduced pric

¢s and also 5 per cent. stamping fees had to be paid
by them.  So, Sir, you will see how they were put to a great loss

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA
I did not say in my

failure,

L

(Parliamentary Secretary): Sir

3
speech that the traders are trying to bring the sche

me a

My, KEDARMAT, BRAHMIN: Thank you for this. But, Sir, Mr. Hayley
on the radio talk also stated th

at the traders were out to make the scheme a failure
and that was also published in  the Assam Tribune. The traders being .ousted
from millmade textiles, took the business of selling  handloom cloths, foreign
goods and power loom cloths and that was also prohibited by Government and
they were not alloyved to bring them here again. So, Sir, you will see how our
Government is trying gradually to deprive the traders from the cloth business and
trying to drive them out from the markets and to bring ruin to them. Sir, such
policies are also followed in the Central Provinces and Bihar. But these
Provinces are not treating the traders as has been treated by the Government
of Assam. Just after the de-control when the Government of India has modified
the scheme and partially de-controlled cloth, as soon as our traders and
merchants brought cloth into the Province from outside, cloths bad beep seized by
the Deputy Commissioners under order of the Government without any distinction
whether it is millmade cloth or handloom cloth. It is said that the same jg to
be oflered first to the Central Co-operative Trading Society and it

: : is released after
their refusal to take the same, Why such favour to be shown
Societics ? Let th

et to the Trading

Mpetition s) elc?t?metles go to Bombay and procure their own cloth. Healthy

co should be enco 0. 0% 2 Y

common people. uraged and it is desirable for the good of the
Sir, the intention of the

common people, -
villages and see how far it 1
cloths for five month
year ago I suggested op th
the Co-operative Society

Government by the scheme was to do good to the

succeeded in doing so by it ? Let them gg ¢
as been successful. Sir, Government could pgt bg .
m January to May. When this scheme was djsc 1‘1:1ng
¢ lloor of this House that instead of givi s

. g mpo
Some percentage may be given to the tradgrs % r‘:&l?FlY Itg
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the case of the Central Provinges they allow 25 per cent. I..(:‘FIIC f.‘l‘lLI(‘ILn :hldnr(i:lcl;.](f'(}
cent. to the Co-operative Societies, but unfortunately that sy RHEYH 2% 0 | I_'_“ri., et
here. T think by this scheme the Government is Sy e :’lf;'.ll‘u‘“(fl _({'\_5,0 d’: b

50 lakhs of rupees on account of interest damages, d‘fl“““f‘geg'nl "‘] ’.“[\(“l')'i'}“s':i 11'?/1
its policy did not release the goods lying in the fﬁ'“(lnw“" Ilm”.l... o )‘:i», 'i)-ti I;"t{gd. as
cloths are lying and are not relecased even to the .C,‘n-‘()}.)(’,m;n‘:‘.‘ ,(,'F].(L:.Y.(;“U;!;
a result many bales of cloths are rotten and caten by l.“b,?('u-’ .C.m.L- ] 3.1 k ‘u' l‘:l us
for not- releasing the cloths to the Cu-upssralw:: bu'(,lcll(_b le.(.‘nt: .nu i]‘ l] l-;.‘-
Siry, now and then we hear that 1116_1)0.“"}. of the (;t)\'cll.mu—clllll \-\l“hd‘; :UI[J).I-);_]} “1- lb
textiles goods to common people at a STV L I,Sm.j-lghu:{ z\:nktm 'Tll(li\' are (?h'tt-r:r-
Government are charging administrative ci-;argt_‘s aL. & Plul' 4 tblal (.]I'E'll-‘r(,g g ‘ {h:-
ing interest on central trading societies at 8 pe? C(Tnt.’ anc. Q(;‘t o ]oL: ‘,U‘I(].-L

times exceed 20 per cent. over [x-mill price. So the?, h?ll\‘? 11](_ ;ﬁ all ‘,‘(.q v) 111‘1_1,_;131‘
T e o mmon people. Therefore if we examine lh\-’aS(-vlLi{-]ill,u'(; a;]d ]1;;u;!)(:(?' lL '1?
a failure. Mr. Das has said that the sghtli hias P{(('.n {lo dhim that qt;éllt'!-lt-]]um'(.
a certain big officer for the same. 1 think it 151( i ki j'ur( g :L- mnul,
was formulated in Assam and he must be helc ~'|];Jsp(1)}”:tqll these ]();St";“ill(: a'm
e Pat‘liamentary Secretary must be hf:ld_ rcspon;x sle M) 1]‘1]) ! 111(»‘\- r”:e 'i]’I ; l.,a_r.y‘.
Outside the House whenever 1 talk with any “_3“]1 e | : e ‘1 ‘t} Against
Hitachene T.do not keow why they fear to explain “F“ 2 I.‘L T] 0 the Hon,
House. So I think Government will think over the 1'”,“““; ey _‘md calmly
and allow the societies as well as the traders to do their Fi_‘fj\t;!C %“Sl.n_a’f’ “'],‘01 ever
they like to do. Please do not show any pr_;wlcgc to Trac In]g‘- (?Cl( L)j' You are
not thereby going to benefit them, but doing ‘harm. 10 the common pesple,

lease do not gi\;f: preference to them at the cost ol others.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: On a'point of I’)L‘:I'Sonal_CTP]I"”“'?“‘]‘_: Sil"- _
pious the intention of my hon. Friend, Sri Chaliha, might be the fact rem
the textile policy has practically failed.

I‘I(J\\’(:\rcr
ams that

The Hon’ble Maulana MD. TAYYEBULLA: Tt is not a pepgyn
explanation, Siy,

Srijut BELIRAM DAS : Sir, he has attacked me. He has.; ma(llc h_ol(I to say
that the Co-opcerative movement has succeeded. T say that the (,Clo-pr_Ll‘illan moye-
ent di t not succeed, The fact remains that we know the CO'(:)P(.Ic'}lU\TC Movement
m Momary and in Misamari has not succeeded. He cannot ﬁly t;at ]the Lextile
business .wil] give profit to Government. I challenge him. ¢ 15 }Em d give ap
undertaking that the will make good the loss from his own poc;&c. 'As regards
My Hayley, I haq not the intention to redicule him in any way. t Was respop.
Sble for al] the problems, I mean, the co-opcrative lmov‘emegp EImd tr
socicties, By there is an aI,)Prehension of failure of the sc :e ??gicttlieol hi 1
e burden of responsibility on this gentleman. I ha‘.”,e nto e Ic 1.11

.I;Ltat tn}atural that he will support his officers, thilPeli,:fegr?-ling ofc th;xtslctl:lLDepartI_

Nt because i risc and fall depends upon i ?"-'”T-"F = Cne,
Would like to remind him of an Assamesc saying. = T &y watc
4t i e ) .+ and the milkman praiscs his th_:e. So 1 do
hot wondex{n Oiﬂzlt pﬁise:;]lllzllig;uﬁggu praised his oflicers. er. }Ch?l]lhn should
Not ¢}a; monopoly oi" wisdom. There are o_thqr people.zi soc ’WIIO are entitled
him é}[‘_lnk of better things like him. Tor his future guidance I would remjnq

} allskrit favine— _ s
mii;":;a e | wq i, IS ﬂ?% Fff’[‘fl
T opgiel; waary ofatae, ZIAEE FATTIA Prez: )

adi ng
ave put

O
8 SErpant, | know your valour.
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Having occupied a seat in the neck of Sankara, you _are .making a fus
of hissing sounds,

Your strength is derived from the position you occupy and not your actual
valour.

Liven a coward becomes a lioniike, if he can occupy a position in life.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: M. Speaker, Sir, I am a belicver in
co-operative movement and as such 1 will carry this conviction, if Possible,
beyond the grave. At the present moment I am not thinkil}g in terms of Co-
operative Trading Societies for the particular purpose of textiie business, neither
am I thinking with my I'riend, Mr, Kedarmal Brahmin, that possibly commerce
and trade have stood in the way of co-operative movements. At the same time
I have no misgiving about this that co-operative movement and mercantile
trading business do not go together. If they go together they go together like
co-wives. I have no misgiving about it. = For the time being co-operative
trading has been introduced by our Government with the best of intentions to
help the people in the supply ol cloth and thereby free people from the clutches
of unscrupulous black marketers. If this has not succeded to the extent to which
it was contemplated, it is not due to the failure of the policy of the Govern ment,
nor is it due to the mercantile policy. But it is a fact which we should take into
account that big mill owners are telling Government at the Centre to take away
their bundles from their godowns,  Otherwise they would stop their mills. We
have found that before the co-operative trading restrictions had been intro~
duced by the Government there were bundles of cloth lying idle in Bombay,
‘There are bundles which has been now lying idle in their godowns.  We can from
the outside only conclude that there must be something rotten in the State of
Deumark.  And for this state of rottenness it will have to be seen who IS respou-
sible.  From the speech made by the Hon’ble the Premier and the Parliamentary
Secretary it is found that jf any body is responsible for this, possibly it is the
Centre, because the Provincial Governinent has no hand over the policy awhich
the Uentre enunciates from time to time regarding this controlled business. As
such if our Trading Co-operatives have not been able to cope with the situation

to the extent expected, I do not think the fault will come absolutely to our Pro.
vincial Government.

There must he something wrong at the Verv source. Whether
cant 80 to the source and dig out

co-operative movement shoyld g0 on

we
all the obstruction is 1 different matter, but

: in spite of the obstacles that are to be met
on Its way, bhecause the very notion of Co-operation is at the bottom of the

uplifujn:znt of the poor masses, the cultivators of our country.  We can have no
other ideology and ne other wav of uplifting our masses. I am sure that my hon,
friend, Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin, also wil] agree with me that these mass peop]é
in their upliftment work will never be Assisted by trade ard commerce, whether

¢ Marwapg . s ~
they are Marwaris, Baruas or Phookans. Traders are always for getting 2 m

o : ; ¥ e { { S mu
out of the poo, People as possible 4 5 5 o ch

he twadegs, Co and the poor People are always in the cobweb
Of-thi‘s ol .V‘i-“’lc.' ley(\cannot Someout of 1t T'hava personally seen one example
o S ettig 8% A youngman oper F: ai '
or two hundred 7, : ot By swriall

: : hop with a capita] of hundreq
Stme 01 e uncle could not buy things from his g
c]fgﬁ?aild Paym({zﬂ‘eso?ct)}llmiy from th<13 shopl of original trader, the latter wi]] at 0}1133@
12 : arrears and sue him for it and then sell his ]
cattle.  These beople are ajyy s.indebted ¢ Ok gD, af]
i Bt b : % ys. indebted to the traderst. Sg. T sa :
:{:;Lk of Co_oﬁfgeﬁ:?gs from the S]l_op of his nephew, 'l"hereforé, Sir y“fi_]dt he
N ot v pl?niplte of t]he c::lpitalist ideas and the pox\;erf'ul tt.alils;
S EET e © 11438 people and there | " . el
them except through the co 3 “i\ﬁc{]?{‘iltf;le ‘;:ay & ué)hftmg
_ € semething in

he Governmept oy “operative movemeny.
b : olicy .
tne policy tainly Gm’f’?l‘nment shauld gl

Ipees.  Evyen his

which needs correction cep
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that. As fot example, T may _point out a small matter.  Now after t_hcsc trq(li_n;,:
co-operatives have been organised by Government the old co-operative societies
(there are hundreds of thcm).havc not been audited for years together, and {11})"
are in the process of liquidation or being merged with the new_ socicties. 'l he
old societies have got a set-back. I hope my hon. Friend, Mr. C.h.ul\:h:t, will mﬂkc
serious note of this. They should also be helped out of their difficultics.  Co-
operation and coercion can never  go together. Phe little bit  of
coercion that is evident now should  go. If this 1s df”“‘: people  will
be encouraged in opening new trading co-operatives on n] S‘I'Hﬁll‘]f:l scale cvery-
where. That is the only drawback that I have found in the present procedure.
Otherwise Government are doing all these things w::ih the bcst'ofﬂ motives

B S ey peopleway that die Apex Bk Bas Bok KeR 28 Pieh, depogis
as Government expected. But this 1s not dlue to JO\tL_rnmElt slecping. over the
matter. We must also consider how I‘iluc 11 CO'?PCFEII 101’1‘; : Ove%lllmc‘nt have got
fe Suitderand DEW much we have ;]1 so thoug n:ba Jlou lljt. ' hese 1 t.hmgs will
take some time to develop. Banking Julsmessi 15l a S(}u}te )k.(‘l rni'w thing in our
country, especially in Assail, where people are shy of banking business because

many banks have failed recently due to bungling or the cheating propensities of

their Directors, who have chcatcd_pcoplc right and left. Therefore, it wi]] {,ke
some time to get a bank stand on 1ts Ic‘gsi . ‘v the defl :

Sir. what Government should now do is to rectily the delects W!llch T
been pointed out. Even the Opposition IIS1 suppp{_rtmg tl]crrcq-quI'iltIVC move-
ment ; if there be any draw-back, we ShIOl.ll]C regtll y ??W' h‘ls 15 all the pore
reason why we should all support who cr Earte d"{ h(i co-operalive. movement.
1 there are deaw-backs the rcsponsxbllslty ?1 mex'ldmg LI’CI‘I'l ELS(S. on eyer
shoulders now. My hon. Friend, Mr:. . ar\}r‘an, rgadp a sulccpmg 1emarl§ th
iie MT.Ax, bad talies to the SPIGE O P CCRE e, Thie g oY
ment in the countryside it woil blzli‘wj= ]Picn e i1 2 g SWeeping
i b o desning. do not believe that any r.csponmblc M.LA, 5
here. who i npt thihkiBg Qf spread-mig Ehc co-operative movement ill.hi]c;
owri constituency. M Chaliha knows 10‘:\’ much., in my ._humblc capacity -
had to fight to get some€ © the co-operative socicties rcgistered. [ >

. : F lave hee

: . : ‘wait a | 2= b Jeen
doing my best and telling the pcop,le’ vait a bit, the co-operative moyepy oy
is a new - thing ; it will come¢ to stay ;

- do not believe in hurry’. So, I think
hon. Friend, Mr. Sarwan, is not within his right to criticise the M.L As. i (},5s
. ; ) I

. . in this
very Chamber with impunity. I challenge his statement that the M.L Aq . tlllllz
sleeping over the matter and )

- believe I voice the senti nent of all the N L A
here including my Friends of the Opposition that they are all for CO'OPerativé
movement. If ] am wrong,

I expect some of my hon. Friends to correct me,
Maulavi Seiyid MUHAMMAI? SA?ADULLA]'.“ t}\{: .kﬂpeal«'r, Sir,
sure that all well-wishers of the provincty = SSIan’f{:gf i ”q Jky 1}’0u1}
(he will excuse me if T call him e TR ? l “IJul )t'trlln.al' Beli
for bringing this Motion before the I]‘IO“S}‘: 59 t.él‘"‘t t;e] altention
the Members of this august body but also the oiutsl e pu 3]|C mla.y be
this burning question of the _day.' %{&oreover;.mrr?}?glf/ft}l -atf_'. 111;1 o0 his moral
“ourage to get up and speak 1n thlsd (?Zs.g atgo ]th. : gllstcr; 0] his own chojce.
lfs‘lened with great attention 2% ttll Secretas Sl?ci; IeS i Iea}‘nec’[ Prime
nister and the eloquent Parliamentary lai e oM constrained to say
;’nat though they went out of}t/;wt.vx;?y to explain matters, they evaded the real
Ssue that wa " - by this otion.- ) .
ke e 3 S s o e usion o polcy s to preducior
5 ultj gl jon ha - " ey . CNLTe Fovernment 2
% YmI?rtiir?c]]StISt*li):rf;?l Beliram,Das, wm“ded h!.S Motion ““to discuss thentixtile
policy of the o —— Assam”. He did not intend that the question of the
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policy of production of textiles by the mills should be taken up. It was perfectly
clear to every one who heard his specch that he wanted the House as well as the
Government to reconsider the policy this House adopted some twelve months ago.
I'he question therefore raised by this Motion which is of great importance to apoor
province like Assam should be examined in the narrow context, that is, whether
the policy is working successfully and whether there is any prospect of this policy
being continued further with benefit to the people of Assam. The question the
l'rac!ing Co-operative Societies forms part of co-operative movement in the
Province, that co-operation is panacea of all our evils, that it is the saviour of
our economic downfall, does not come to the forefront at all.

Now, let us see how the policy of the Government of Assam as regards
procurement and distribution of textiles from the producing centres is working in
Assam, whether there can be exceptions, whether there are shortcomings.
Every one here whether sitting on the Government Benches or behind them or
whether sitting in the Opposition, are imbued with only one idea, that is how to
serve the best interest of the Province and how best to ameliorate the condition of
our poor masses. The present textile policy has been started on a monopoly
procurement basis by the Govérnment of Assam through the agency of the Apex
Bank which has been started recently. The Apex Bank-has been started as .
hon. Member knows, on a loan from the Imperial Bank‘ of India at 3 per cent.
interest. Sir, it need not take us long to find out that this loan carries with it
the liability of payment of interest charges to the tune of 75 tI:lOLlS:"i.nd rupecs per
month. Every Bank, Commercial concern, and every trading institution must
have first consideration how it could keep up its credit in the open market and
before ghe public in general Therctore, the capital of 2-% oTores With. which the
Apex Bank starts has to conserve suflicient sums to meet 1ts nterest liabilities per
month. The capital, therefore—T refer to the working capital—is reduced to a
sum much below 2 crores of rupees. What does b e W1l-l be apparent if I
e House. The Hon’ble Premier stated that for 5

Just place the figures before t! 5
monlths 27 thou?;and bales of cloth were locked at Calcutta and would not be

moved to Assam. I had dealt with textiles in my time and therefore ]. can say
without fear of any contradiction that on _t.he nvc:lagf:, f}(l)st of thc cloth in a bale
goes upto a thousand rupees and a sur;lbglﬁiflltﬁ; b;?; : Ccc?p!tal of the Apex
Bank, i.e., 2 crores 70 lakhs was blOCke}c };'[rcesit Lo l'la alcutta without doing
auy good to anybody in Assam. Tz{erioank it; Pﬁ.al;;_nt tha-t.l.mless more
capital can be inducted to this pe: ankx, Ing facilities will be

; . . bottle-neck in transport. Now there ;
p]_‘aCt'lCaH')’ tnﬂtlf tl}erc 15 Ay -. When the- Assam Gé\v e ancanother
very important poi

: tter.

nter to this ma i T i

procuring cloth for the Province, the price was high ; since then the
win

i : Price is
: The cloth that has been introduced intq Assam |
Sg:nt:lg gla;i (s);\lrg gzalflitgl?llgvprice than Suc}]t}f:]EEO?DIIZYCEO:;llllcfi: bco.‘i)old by the Commlsr?
trader. What does it represent ? Itlc; e Tteree: Cgar;espeOpwle of Assam
the tax payers of the Province, I:;]‘;gries commissions which in the 1[1 N we have
got to pay to the var;c')IL‘lls i%t?;lz lifting agent at Bombay, there is 5 Sui;:{natc end
becomes a big sum. lhe t here ! Then again, it has just beep 1,4 15 2gent
at Calculta and a banking agen sses to this matter that in varioy old by Mman

" M ve t'vitne ! pe S
hon. Members who are €} delivered because it has ngt bee Placeg they

found wagons of cloth remaining unceive £it. IfIre 0 able |,
5 ke delivery of 1t. remembey . Y the
consignees to produce cash T;Of_ tiv:;r a lakh that has been paid un?ienght’ Srimap

Beliram Das quoted figures

T thi ;
policy of Assam in the shapc of demurrage only. ~Many People ca his textile

! This me origi
ever since the start of this scheme. I%i};i'il;f)lgethe Golgéfally Starteq R
good intentions, but the subordm)ate ‘1) oF the Depasti Nment Stafl ¢q .
into an engine of oppression. People ent we Dverted it

; that unless ¢ t roy
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as member’s fec to hbecome member of this Co-opcm@i\'c: Society, you (:;1111‘1‘0?.5;(:{
your cloth and your children will remain naked”. .buch complamt?, \\'lf‘l(flt_flll.fc.(ll
to me by various people and they thought that I will be able to catch the ~ecars

_of the Government. But the Government was adamant all the time with the
result that the people who had any guts—I admire those people—refused to join
and become members under such = threats. They should have h:_:cn. persuaded
and not coerced to join the movement. Trading Co-opcrative Scciclics in the
villages or in the rural arcas did not command the capital that is required to lift
or take delivery of the consignment that is sent to them.

It may be in the remembrance of many hon. Members .lll;l[_ a ]');u‘u'cu};l].
Deputy Commissioner in one district, bcing_unablc to see any holu_tur)rn,l mo]\.,"()'n
his own responsibility, delivery of the consignments tha_t \}cltc Pﬂylﬁ? (G‘”‘m’ rage
when the Trading Co-operative concerned could not tnk({ de 1\«{(_31 yrﬁin;?sn ?Onf;lgnf
ments, and he had to pay that demurrage as 1n ‘Lh.c Cdﬂ"'l'ct’ 19 o Y P?uf“n;:‘?"’_
people. He allowed the cloths to ordinary trade of t].!c I;)-Ccil : \{l (c:)r the Ulll .-l-”’
public spiritedness or for his thriftiness he was reprimanded ratiict on allega-
tion that hec went against the Government policy. )

Sir, I was surprised that an astutc l)usincssr.nan !i!\:c Mr. I'\cdnl‘nml .Br:-lhn?in
was enquiring whether the Government of Assam is making a profit on this textile
scheme. He asked the Finance Minister to produce a balance sheet.  Need he
be told that under the conditions prevailing, Assam Government—I do not mean
the Assam Government but this textile scheme of theirs—cannot make any
profit. Whatever profit they could have made shall have to be ]‘)_zu(l into the
bankers coffers as interest charges, and as cost of estabhs_hmcnt- So, Sir, At s
very relevant to pausé and ponder whether the scheme which was so e_nth_usmstg-
cally supported by all at its initiation has fulfilled our expcctation. [_t'ls time, it
is full one year, that we take stock of the position. If we lm|cl.thaL this scheme g
costing the tax-payers much and under_ the prcv;u%mg conditions, | am perfectly
sure that the tax-payers will lose more if they continue the scheme. It is time that
we cry a halt not with the idea of descrediting the Government, not with  the idea
of flouting their laudable co-operative scheme but in order to safcguard our owp
skin, the skin of the poor tax-payers of Assam.

I was really amused to hear from the hon. Parliamentary Sccretary that the
Government have not been able to procure the quota of cloth that is due to the
Assam Government for want of godown space. I think it would have been more
correct if he had said that it was for want of capital. Hc has said that he is going
to procure the arrear quantity in instalments subsequently. It is very easy to find
out the real position, In the morning I had noticed the official who is in-charge
of carrying out the scheme, although it was originated by Mr. Hayley—with 4|
credit to him. But I think the actual operation is in the hands of Mr. St. Jop,
Perry. T do not see him now. If he were here now I would have asked the hop
Parliamentary Secretary to get from him just three figures for the information of
the House : first how much quantity of cloth has been procured by the textile
scheme since its initiation, say upto the end of 31st August, how much Goveyy.
ment have paid, how much of this quantity has been sold up till now and whay are
the proceeds. There will be clear profit and loss account immediately for guidance
of the hon. Members of the House for shaping their opinion in this debate, 1 hope
the hon.ParliamcntarY Secretary has got those figures and he will be pleased to
Place them before us. 1 say this for bringing financial improvement to the Py)-
vince and for its eredit.

We were told at least in the Budget Session that the Province is faced with a
deficit of 70 lakhs. on the years working. The Hon’ble Prime Minister, on the floor
of the Constituent Assembly at Delhi said that after certain adjustments it has
been found that the deficit will be to the tune of a crore and that in another 2 or

("1‘
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3 years, the deficit will be 3 or 4 crores. T am perfectly sure, Sir, that the deficit
will be more, 1 mean the revenue deficit, the deficit over the revenue income and
revenue expenditure, though the deficit may be shown as loss on account of the
stoppage of the development schemes at the instance of the Centre.

Now with these perspectives in view we should judge whether it will be prudent
for any ordinary or common householder, not to speak of a big concern like the
Government, to continue in this trading business for the sake of prestige. I appeal
to all patriots sitting opposite—we may be called reactionaries, but we will call
ourselves economic revolutionaries (laughter) on the score of the uplift of the com-
mon masses, to see whether the scheme is worthwhile proceeding on. There ought
to be no question of prestige. There is hardly any Member in this House who in his
heart of hearts does not want the co-operative movement to thrive. I was a Minis-
ter of the Co-operative Department for 5 years from 1924-1929 and I made a deep
study  of the subject and even now 1 remember everything of the co-operative
movement of the Province and some literature which T had read. <Salvation of
the common and the poor masses lies in co-operation”. But inspite of the fact that
the Co-operative Trading Societies are not in a position to carry out the official
scheme even by producing the capital, they cannot sell, I will not call it “dlS.tI‘l-
bute”, the goods at a profit so that they can pay interest charges for the capital
they borrowed and show a profit for themselves without milching the people. So,
I request the Government Bench to give deep thought to this questien that has
been raised by the Motion of Sriman Beliram Das and to give exact flgures from
the Department concerned incurred up till now and what has been done : whether
there is any profit or whether there is any loss and if the loss is of a very significant
amount then they should stop operation immediately to curtail the loss. If, on the
other hand, they find that it is not suffering loss but it is somehow carrying on, I
would request Government not to curtail their expenditure on their scheme but to
push on their scheme for another year.  But first they should have a real trade-
man’s balance-sheet so that everyone can know the figures at a glance and sa
whether to support the scheme or whg-.ther the Government s_ho_ulgl be requested to
stop it, so that the poor tax-payers ol Assam should not be victimised any further,

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARD?LOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is
well that this debate should have taken place. The hon, Parliamentary Secretary,
as a matter of fact, had consultation with the hon. Mover of thig Motion
before this Motion was brought before the House in order that the House can
have full opportunity of discu‘ssing all shades and aspects of this_ question. We
have, therefore, welcomed this debate very much ; but after hearing the debate
we have come to the conclusion, Sir, th‘at there is hardly any great reason for
changing the policy which the Govelnment_gifs}sam.have adopted excepting in
so far as it will depend on, or will be modifiec by the overall policy of the
Government of India. Sir, the shades of opinion  that havn? found expression
in this House can be analysed into certain categories—one of which is the Opinion
of persons like the hon. Leader of the OPPOS{UO“, and, possibly along with him
my Friend over there, Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin, who in spite of al] that thcw;
have said in support of the co-operative ideal, does not believe in rea] CO-0pera-
tion. T am constrained to make that remark on account of the various expressj
_that they made in the course of the debate. 1t is surely not hy findin defeotn
W procurement which was there equally in the trade, that the policy of o
operation whether in the matter of procurement from the textile mil] o
Ell?t}‘lbtltl()}’l through the Co-operative Societies, can be condemneq. - B f’ oL
Initial defects hetween procurement and distribution by traders ang t.hoseu (tihef
control were so patent that I did not think it necessary to dil e

7 . : ) ate on the i
We well know that when the textiles were decontrolled, the immediate reslffl);lgf'-
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it was that there was sudden rise in the price of textiles by 100 to 200 per cent,
over the original price ; and therefore if the Government .f’)f I“d[i. df](l])l('ld a
policy of control, I think, Sir, they did not do anyt!nng t‘léll'g' I ]ux'\- t}‘lc .u.m.
Leader of the Opposition has stated that on account of procurerient by ‘Governs
ment more burden is fallin on the consumers than normally. 1 must point out
to him as well as to the other hon. Members of this Ho.usr‘, h(_)“'('-vprs ghal_- thl§ 1S
not a fact, and that the total percentage which was fixed for ultimate distribution
through Government procurement is at least 1 to 1} per cent. less than what was
given to traders. Therefore, the ultimate cost that has fallen on the consumers
is surely lesser than what was paid when the traders dealt with it. |
: Then, Sir, there is a second shade of opinion W_hlcf-ll_h .Sgilo\t.'cd apparc'nl
Interests and have expressed good wishes for the success f)f distribution by Co-
Operative methods but and have virtually condemned it by poinung  out Inhtfl'sfnt
mistakes of the policy. Certain defects have also IJCCﬂ'PUl:th Ullt};’l_.nc% the first
that was pointed out by Mr. Hardman is that it was urolna to .rn_a”L a mono.
polistic business of the State and to shut out“ail channels of trades allogcther
from this line of business. I, however, feel Sir, thflt_ if we are really sincere
that co-operation should succeed, we must render 1t_all possible 11[']]_3 at the
initial stage of its activity so that it finds a good ﬁclc} for work. And it must
quite clear that this would not be possible unless Govm'nmr:nr Or some party
come to help the Co-operative Societies, financially and 0t1‘1er\vu‘se. I'he idea has
always been that an Apex Bank should take up that function ; but til] (je
Apex Bank could acquire the full scope of activity, some help, some patronage,
Or some guarantee was necessary to be given in order that this Co-operative
trading can come into existence. And that is what was  exactly done by
Government, T desire to point out that thisis a policy which has been persued

¥ other provinces also. In some, the business of the Apex Bank has been guarap.
teed ; in some they guaranteed investments of money r(:c:‘cwcd by the Apex Ban
by offering to pay fixed dividends. But what this bovcrnmcnt‘dld was to
S€cure a loan of 24 crores from the Imperial Bank and allow the Co-opcr:ati».ca
10 carry on their business with it. Government felt that was the beg wa
Government could help the Co-operatives venture at lhlS. stage. There |y
undoubtedly been risk and there has been criticism on this account. e have
o accept those criticism and as well as risk. If Co-operative movemen e
to start and succeed one has to assume also that it must be done with the help
and assistance of the Government of the people for whose benefit the move.
ment would work, And this was actually done, L

Now, Sir, as to the idea that it will be completely monopolistic in the future,

have informed the House that in the initial stage the Co-operative movemeny
Must start with the help and assistance of the Government in power. By as
00N as the Apex Bank comes to proper functioning, the function of Go‘.rermne“t
Will be taken over by the Apex Bank. And the business run by the Bap] wil]

€Just like any other business.

b Sir, for the information of the House and in particular reference to the query
y .thc Hon. Leader of the Opposition I desire to point out the volume of
Q;Ismess by co-operation done in the meanwhile. Actually they have haq,
fct'PI”OCf:cd of Rs.10,273,158-8 in the last two months sale gy
purche total investment of Rs.3,03,42,822. The bales of cloth in
of theal;s,Ed- are 36,764, ~ Sir, I venture to submit that this is not a bad acooypy
consigne '€ss done during the course of three months after the arrival of .

Bhments, Then, Sir, the Co-operative Societies *have proposed to pay off

the

Ban}?g}’erlnm_em advance that has been secured by Government from the Imperja]
profits Tndla" In the meantime the trading Co-operatives have'ma.de good
i ; here i no doubt that it would be a paying business and will give great

lmpetus
PEtus to the movemeny if things go on as now.
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Then, Sir, a question was r

: : aised by Hon’ble Shri Kedarmal Brahmin about
the attitude of the trading comi

nunity, about the activities of the Co-operative
movement sponsored by Government, 1 feel, Sir, if they are socially minded
they should give the fullest support to it. But I have been very sorry to note’
their apathy.  While opening the Apex Bank I appealed to them for the fullest

co-o])el‘gtlon. The rules of Central Co-operative Socicty would allow dividend
up to 12§ per cent. perannum. That in my opinion is not bad return for any
honest businegs, |

Mr

- KEDARMAL BRAHMIN :

Sir, is 12} per cent. guaranteed by
(x'overnmet 2 ¢ i
]t.‘

The Hon’hle Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Sir, the guarantee lies in
ones business capacity.

When individual business men strive for a 100 per cent.
papﬁt, do any body give them any guarantee ? On the other hand, collection
?) o1 t]s of intelligent business men should always bring better profits, and that shouid

¢ adequate guarantee. | would like to point out that the dividends that Central
SiO-Operatives are Proposing to give 1s not restricted and may be more than 12}
Iécgvgﬁnt. But the Hon. Friends over there would not co-operate with  the
Wo h;:‘:*nt :mc? would run after profits which only black market would give.
wold? DOt received the Co-operation that is being expected from them. It is
e S0t corrrect to say it is not a paying concern, because of which they are
withholding Co-operation. Something else is there. But we have yet been
secking their co-operation and I once more appeal to the traders and the
bus_lnessnmn of the Province to cast their lot in the formation of a wholesome
society which should try to get rid of all mean and selfish profit motives and which
SCEIN. 1o Buy to e vitals of our society to-day. If they could shake that off I am
ute certain thyy the little difference that prevails between the f:radcrg and
business Men in one side and the Co-operative Society on the oth.ers-lde will 8o
away. Sir, it is wholly incorrect to say that the Co-operative Societies are going
to mterfere in the matters of business or trade : hundreds of such business or
trade are left to go as it is. But what is the policy of the Government In respect
of Co-operative trading ? It is only trade in essential controlled C(?mmOdltICS
e ArE o ¢lementary needs of life that they may be given facilities. Other
vast ﬁt?lds of trade has been and will rem,ain with trade. If therefore co-operation
of businessmen which we seek is given, there can be no difficulty or loss to them,

good will of society. But it is for the businessmen
and the traders to see.

however appeal to the House to look at the whole social order of to-day
from a detacheq stand-point. We have to agree that we have to meet the onsla-
ught of parties, whe are basing their activities on hatred and violence. If therefore
WE Are to face the antisooial elements, we have to consider what are the fertile
grovnds for the reason of which, propogation of the doctrine of hatred and
violence has beep possible.  We have to take stock of the reality of the situation
antl- o ‘decidef oot s face the menace even in reference to the problems of the

Province. T tp; oo ; : . d
Biat e migh;mk we would have to think more deeply, more socially in order

individua] 3 have found some solution. While we would be thinking about
al  pr - ¥ £ et i
elements i Idgi I;f z_l];:;suﬁab]e or unjustifiable, the propaganda ot anti-social

have got tg meet ] uming ugly_ dimensions.  We h.ave got to face them and_ we
this propagapg. lff-‘m. . 1f there is one method in which we can meet by action,
and regulate Siigh: - evil, it is the co-operative movement. It would hring down
about a upjg ir; Profit motives as lead to basic evils, It would also bring
combat the evil lsocmty of people with various outlook. Then alone could we
would requegt 11 }eeme“ts which are out to root out the society. Therefore, T

allthe Members of the House to give us their unstinted support to
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this Co-operative moverment. I agree that there has been difficulties in making
the proper progress and that we have not been able to fullil the desired ubjcc‘i
in right time. But we should agree to the principle of co-operation and should
adopt all possible means to make it successful so that evils now prevailing in
us can bhe done away with., 1 again request that all Members of the House do
co-operate with Government in their performance of their larger duty to society.
I have said already that to the extent Centre will impose the modification
upon the activity of the Provincial Government, to that extent the policy of the
Co-operative Movement will have to be modified. 1 have to tell you that we have
already proposed certain modilications. We are proposing that it is not merely the
Co-operative Society members alone who will be entitled to the benefit of purchase
from Co-operative Society, but others will be equally entitled.  The original idea
was that we should have as many members as possible on the Co-operative Tl‘.’ldir;q
Society ; but itis now found that for a large stock that we have in hand, the
larger the quantity that may be disposed of the better for us. “Lo that extent the

policy has been modified.
Then regarding procurc

with us), when the procurers |

bring cloth without interfering with

ment, the time has come, (if business co-operates
and individual businessman would be allowed to
the business of the Go operative Societies

Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM: Procurement monopoly will remain

with Government ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: AslI said if procurement
has got to be done by private parties Government will see that Co-operatives
get full benefit here also. Goods thus brought will have to be presented to the
Co-operative Societies first. Then they will be given the right to sclect them.
To that extent modification is to be made, but as I have said the fundamep,.
tal principles of co-operative activity will remain. . .

I am very glad to note that two members of the Opposition have given
better support to the Government plan than the Movcr of the Motion. I tho{m-]u—
Sir, he had greater faith. As I said there will be always defects in ilctt"ug]’
execution of any plan. No body is perfect. But I expecta greater fajth j
the co-operative movement than the hon. Mover has shown. I have nogp; ?
more to add to the debate. I hope Government attitude will be apprecjat n{"’
and that we shall all put our hands together [or the success of the gchc:;we(’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The debate on the Motion ig closed

Next motion.
(Al this siage the Hon’ble Speaker vacaled the Chair and the Depuly Speaker occupioq it)

otion regarding Food Policy of the Government of Assay,

Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM: Madam, I beg to move that the Fgpd
policy of the Government of Assam be taken into consideration, RS
b Madam, I feel that the food problem is very acute and it is very difficult
tg S}SCUSS the problem_withm this space of few minutes. But here I want
e s the food policy adopted by the Government of “Assam and the
niov(;ﬁgﬂes_that are being faced by the people at large in the Province,. In
that d, this Motion I would point out to you and other hon. Members
deficit 1;2 to the present policy of the Government of Assam the people in
g Steas are suffering to a great extent, as the pcqple in the deficit areas
Altho 10Fk sufficient quantities of rice for consumption during emergency.

ugh in the past there were assurances from Government that they
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would make provision for emergency by raising adequate stock at Government
godowns and some other suitable centres, but to our utter disappointment
we are having difficulty cvery year. Last year in Dhubri Subdivision people
of two Thanas—South Salmara and Mankachar has been faced with difficulty.
Government gave relief to that area to the tune of Rupees four and half Tlakhs, but
the paddy did not reach the people in actual field in time. That reached in Novem-
ber and by that time the harvesting season started. I want to know whether there
should be control or no control at all. If we want to retain the control we must -
sce that control is successful.  But this half hearted move cannot do any good.
The first thing is that if in an area paddy and rice cannot be had at the controlled
rates people are to hunt for it at the black market. They are to purchase at such
a high rate that people cannot continue to do it for lOHE’-_ You will _be surprised
to hear that at the time of my departure from my home rice was selling at RS'3.5
Per maund in black market. = It was not available from any stock anywhere in
oo Market. Government were approached, but they could not release more than
2500 maunds from Temarhat Godown. The price control. i strictly enforced
would rather take many people to grave. At this stage especially whatever _small
quantity is available in black market is saving the lives of the pcople.  What is the
need for having this control ? Are we maintaining our Procurt?m.ent Depart-
ment for supplying food to the outside ? If so, I would say that this is a mistaken
policy of the Government. So Government should not say that this is a surplus
Province. Due to heavy rains or flood or any un-natural calalr‘uty as experienced in
the past we find that the control over the movement and price is unsucessful. I
would ask you to see that control is withdrawn on movement and price. — “Only
control should remain oyer export outside the Province of paddy and rice. The
border areas should be protected so that no quantty should go outside. There
should be no control over internal movement. This %nternal SRR e SLeates
barricr, Regarding export control there is also the difficulty beﬁause of what is
being done. For example, 1 shall speak of Dhubrr. Any boz}l or craft going fmn}
Dhubri downwards s gene,t‘ally seized if it contains pad'dy 0111 I‘ICE. But Dhubri
is not the border of the Province ; the stoppage should dctu%zl Y t? e‘lplacc at the
border. The guards [rom Dhubri should be removed AtO_ 1€ Dorder and free
internal transport should be allowed. In case my Sugg?51]13011 1}‘: not found accep-
table or if it contravenes any of the principles laid doc-)‘af:e thl' fithcntre, 1 would
suggest that the difficulties which we are exPe”:imcma gl R
grains Control Order, 1947, should be removed.

rains Control Order, 19 ‘

Madam, in section 17 of the Assaln.rggg%% his produce to an,y Sli;c:)enﬁnd’
““ No producer shall move any foodgl‘{ cultivation or residence €Xcept und =,
than thirty miles from his normal place © cans that a cultivator will. he e t_er 5
permit issued by ‘the Director . That cultivation to his residence only e
to remove his produce from his field of ¢! }13 t there are also contrapy . s
latter is within 30 miles from the former. bu ¢ may, by Torfed Y Provisiong.
Section 3(a) says, ... the Provincial Governmen 6 }';,ti(m " =¢ Ordey, pro-
claim any area to he a no.ified area. On such notifica ?'t 5 P?SOH v, Within
such area, move from one place to another P]ace ALy quanl.ll ¥ ? foc‘dgl‘ains €X-
ceeding two maunds in any one craft or vehicle or any 1113 e _ﬁ transport what.
soever unless authorised by the Director”. That mcarélsd I?tlt ¢ agr i
such cases cannot move his entire produce .fml-n it g s lﬁd s
authorised by the Director. 1 have felt this difficulty i YEe last yeqy
difficult to obtain the necessary permit from the Director, Deputy Direct,
the Assistant Dirvector a¢ Dhubri, As such, I had to req]}]eSt - Deputy Omrx €5
Sloner to make some interim aﬁ-angement and to allow t‘le staff pogie in ]t}tls.
Mutfassil areas to issye such permits to genuine cullLvalrs o Al they mighi
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remove their produce, at least during the harvesting period, without any sort of
hindrance. _

Again, Madam, there arc other difliculties. SucLion‘B_I statces, “_No prohibi-
tion or restriction in part A of this Order except the provisions of section 8,3 when
notified shall apply to the storage or sale by any ]an(!lord. ol fnuclgr;un.s (:t;'y,]lcclcd
by him from his tenants as rent in kind and stored in his own premises . So,
this section exempts a landlord from restriction laid down in part A whcrc. it is
stated that no person shall move from one pla_cr: to gnmthm‘ place any quantity of
foodgrains exceeding two maunds. So what is denied to the cultivators is granted
to the landlords. The provisions themselves arc also contradictory to each other.
This should be rectified, so that only one interpretation can be made. Clause 8
says, “The Provincial Government or the Du‘cclm‘ may by notified order
require any licensee, producer or landlord holding stock ‘_’r 1"%C[°r Pa.‘-ldy to sell the
whole or a specified part of the stoc}( at such”prlccs and to such ']-)c:‘s?TS or class
of persons as may be specified in this Order . But section 3(«) is vital, and land-
lords are exempted from it. This is unfair. . .

Then, Madam, another difficulty that we cxperience 1s that cveryone in a
deficit] area has not got his own boat and cannot therefore carry rice and paddy
for his family’s consumption from the /fats. ['hey cannotalso b‘rmg 1t in other
people’s boats as the latter cannot carry more than two maunds.in a single boat or
craft. So, unless he can find out a person who can lend a boat, he cannot bring
anything for his consumption. The provision should be relaxed and it should be
made permissible for 4 or 5 people to carry their fpodgrzuns in onc ‘boat upto a
limit of two maunds for each person. I fully realise that this may give chance (o
some unscrupulous smugglers, who may collpct people and ask them to say that
the paddy carried was their paddy. But this cannot bc‘ helped. TFor the sake of
ap{lsrehcndiljg a few smugglers, the genuine cultivators “should not be made (g
suffer.

Then, Madam, we seem to be hypocrites in so far as we  speak about the
upliftment of the masses because we never care for the welfare of the people in the
villages in the truest sense of the term. On the contrary what we do ?  We try
to keep the people of the towns contented because they can wield a strong  pen
can agitate and expose the Government to nakedness. We do not at all care f,
the people in the villages. Rationing is meant for feeding the towns at the ot
of the villages. Here in Shillong people who are not accustomed to take rjce AT
forced to do it, though they are mainly potato-caters. We are forcing them o eat
rice while the villagers are not getting it.

There is sufficient quantity of paddy and rice at Dhubri.. Du‘c' to rationip
System the people in the town are getting erough paddy and rice while the villa-
gers are not getting sufficient food. I can tell the Hon’ble House that village
people living near Dhubri are practically fasting for not getting rice whjje the -
town people of Dhubri are getting suficiently because of this rationing system

personally know that these are facts and not fiction. If you like you may ), Nz
Conﬁdentially from your officers whether the statement made by me is trye Ol‘lnot
h?:-’l Il;l/IOt exaggerating because I am myself a sufferer and I know better thap any.
e i)o ern]ger here. Sol say this town rationing system will mean S‘Jffﬁrings of
peop}eor .\lrlllagers because it only gives sm:nethmg to the togn Pf-:ople. If the town
this GO:’V_‘l not get their food they will agitate against Lhc] _ovelrnmcnt. Madam,
people a;?ment of course may have some excusc ff)r su_ppAyllng ](‘lod o the taws
of the hes I know that I will not get any support in this ..Jssch y because many
is removed. | embers hail from towns. But | say that unti iemd unless this system
people of tﬁ he GO}'emmem will not be able to meet equitably the needs of the
. '€ province as a whole. I think Government should be prepared to
14C€ any criticigy, from towns people who are enlightened enough.
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Another thing, Madam, which I might forget and which I want to bring to
the notice of this House is that recently even ‘china’ is controlled. You may not
understand it, but still we are compelled to take ‘china’ as food. So long this was
excluded from the operation of the Foodgrains Control Order and people used to
get it abundantly from the open market. But as a result of a fresh Control Order
over it the poor people of the villages had to run to the town to get permits for
purchasing it from the town or the areas nearabout. I see no justification for
having this foodstufl in the list of controlled foodgrains. This should be excluded
from controls and only export control should be imposed so that it may not go
outside the Province without permit from the Government. In normal years we
do not need ‘china’ for our own consumption, but due to continuous, floods and
other trouble we have been campelled to take it as food. Another thing is that
unless this ‘china’ is mixed with rice people taking it are attacked with dysentery
or cholera—these are of course the attendant trouble, but still peop_le must have
something to eat when food is scarce. So, Madam, I say that this commodity
should be excluded from the operation of controls.

These are the main difficulties which I want to point out to the Government.
I maintain that the procurement policy of the Government has altogether failed
and their control policy is also a total failure. This 1s amply, rather clearly,
exhibited by the Government’s policy for distribution of Corrugated Iron Sheets.
All growers of paddy were given one bundle of Corrugated Iron Sheets in ex-
change for 25 maunds of paddy at controlled rate. This is something like giving
a cake to a crying child, because when the child crys and when he gets a cake he
stops crying. Madam, this policy will Iead_to corruptions. .The_ people whoare
really in need of Corrugated Iron Sheets will be deprived o!_ getting it while peo-
ple who do not require it will get \\:1th thc:‘r_esult that they “:zll sell it at the black-
market to compensate for their loss in the pr;ce‘of paddy which they had to  ex-
change for the Corrugated Iron Shects. By this way, the Government are practi-
cally encouraging black-marketing 1n selling of Corrugated Iron Sheets. So instead
of encouraging one crime by another we should do away with this control altoge-
ther.

With these words, Madam, I resume my seat.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any other hon. Member is taking part ?
, (Voices— We can continue this to-morrow, Madam.)

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 1-30 p.\., on Friday, the 16th Septem-
ber 1249,

SaiLLONG : : R. N. BARUA,
The 22nd Oclober, 1949, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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