


Proceedings of the Sixth Session of the Second Assam Legislative
: Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of India
* Act, 1935 as adapted.

. 2 acapel e Assernbly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 A. M., o
y I'uesday, the 15th March, 1949.

PRESENT :

The Hon’ble Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the cight Hon'ble
Ministers and forty-two Members.

Oath of Allegiance by new Members.
The following hon. Member was sworn in :—
Mr. C. W. Moxley. y
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

! (To which answers were laid on the table)

Monthly gquota of cloth given to Khasi and Jaintia Hills for the months of"
August-December 1948

Myr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM asked :

SRR

6. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The monthly quota of cloth given to the District of Khasi and Jaintia
Hills for the months of August-Dcccmbcr, 1948 ?
(6) Of this quota, how much was allotted for the Jowai Subdivision ?
(¢) The basis of this Distribution ?

(d) Who were the officers who dealt with the distribution ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) replied : |

‘ _ 6. (a)—The monthly quota of cloth given to the District of Khasi a:nd Jaintia
=2 Hills for the months of August-December 1948 is as follows :(— ~
" Wi August ... 267 Bales.
\‘~_ ‘_| September RIS 1 S
4 i October A e SR R g s
(‘1 Ad-hoc R 39 o
‘;1 : y November Lt ro3 8 -
[t Ad-hoc 70 v
{.’I g December JAnEy ... 286 5

4 | 15884 %
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())—Jowai Subdivision was allotted as follows :—
August sss ' 80 Bales.
September e 40 %
October IR o
Ad-hoc s A
November re 00 W
Ad-hoc S -
December PPTEtE =
194

(c)—The distribution is made roughly on a population basis but for ad-jo,
quotas allocation was made in consideration of the requirements of differeny
localities. ; i ]

(d)—1If inter District distribution, which 1s far Iru‘m complete, is meant,
the local Textile Officers under the orders of the Deputy _Com’mS{ﬂOﬂCl”, Khasi ang
Jaintia Hills and Subdivisional Officer, Jowai are ”"SP"“?'Ifl“- If quota allocatio,,
is meant, this was done by the Provincial Textile Commissioner.

Budget Discus sion

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have received a list of hon. Members who
are going to participate in the general discussion of the Budget today. I gy,
obliged to the Party Leaders for supplying me with such alist. I find from the
list that there are 24 hon., Members who are going to participate in the discussiop
including Party Leaders. And I find, we have at our disposal 3} hours for the
15th, 31 hours for the 17th and only 2 hours ou the 18th that being Iriday. g
allowing half-an-hour to the Opposition Leader and half-an-hour to the Leadey
of the European Group, we would have 6 hours for the hon.Members.  Dividjy,,,
the 6 hours time available, I think I shall be able to allow only 15 minutes to
each hon. Member. I want to allot the time accorduﬂ-{lY; _

I want to give the whole day of the 18th to the Hon ble Finance Ministep
to reply to the criticisms offered by the Leaders of Parties and hon.Members. Thia
is the arrangement I propose to make. ) “f

Today I propose to call out onc hon. Member from the Qpposntmp and gpe
from the Treasury Bench. In this way I propose to dispose of this jtep,
of business,

. Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am thankful to have the
privilege of coming to this August House, the Assam Legislative Assembly, apq
to express on behalf of the poor people of Assam my reaction to the Budget f,,
1949-50, and howsoever feebly, their grievances in regard to their sufferings 5,,q

ifficulties, '

. First of all T must heartily thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the greyt
pains he has undoubtedly taken. One must appreciate his heroic effort to balance
the unmanagable Budget, and I sympathisec with him for his great disappointmen
in not being able to do it. 'I'he first thing in this respect that strikes me is that
instead of trying to balance the Budget he might have sought means to cut out a
great deal of expenditure by way of retrenchments, and thereby he might haye
been in a position to “balance the Budget. No blame on the Hon’ble Finance

Minister is implied by this remark, but I must suggest that it would have been

better if the Budget had heen balanced by drastic cuts, for the time being, as a
temporary measure, instead of hoping for windfalls from the Central Government
by way of doles, since as the Hon’ble Finance Minister says that the Clentre has
turned a deaf ear to the entreaties and prayers of the Congress Cabinet of the
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Province of Assam. ‘The masses are the true masters of the country as th‘:
Hon’ble Finance Minister himself' says that they are. The poor masses are no
clamouring for new schemes that devour all the income of the P::ov:ncc b ] o
fat salaries to the favoured few like Development Officers, Textile Sup.crlntcnci ‘
dents, etc., etc., but they are raising their cries to heaven against corruption ang

ll]ﬂl-djStI‘lblltiOll of food, cloth and other essential commodities. !

The Government is facing financial difficulties, and are hoping for doles.
Would it not have been better to take the masses into confidence @d let them
know the financial position of the Provincial Government in view of the fact that
over Rs. seven crores are annually collected by the Centre from Excise duty on
](:‘fl‘(.')l(!lll]], Kerosene, Tea and Export duty on Jute and Tea and Income Tax
within the Province of Assam, whereas a very small fraction comes back from the
Centre to the Province » The Hon’ble . Finance Minister in his Budget speech
says—‘“We are prepared to face all difficulties and are determined to 80 ahead
on our road to progress but all we wantis our rightful share of the revenue
which the membership of Federation has cost us”. The Hon’ble Finance Minister
adds that, it is our firm belief that the distribution of Post-war grants and any
financial settlement which ignores the economic differences between the regions
and treats all the Units alike will only perpetuate the injustice under which
Assam has been labouring so long, and which every one would like to put an
end to under the new set up of things. All this should be passed on to the people -
of Assam.

The Hon’ble Finance Minister of Assam should not be too hopeful that
other provinces that have a greater hold on the Centre and that are clamouring
for larger grants from the Centre will be sympathetic towards the claims of the
Province of Assam. Let me refer to the comment of ““Hindusthdn Standard,” the
nationalist daily of Calcutta. The nationalist daily, the ‘‘Hindusthan Standard”.
commenting on the Assam Budget of 1949-50 say}s, «“Assam’s Finance Minister
has a strong case for central subvention. And the Government of India are
f?“)’ aware of the urgency of the situation. But they have their difficulties too™..

We are sure”, says the “Hindusthan Standard”, ¢‘Assam Government would not
overlook various factors which tend to circumscribe the spending capacity of
fihc':l Gc:\‘z]crmnfent of India. It is, however, doubtful,” so continues the nationalist
AZ;;ayI;I 01110::\; C?Sl;! tclllgts})gglﬁcet?gll:l of lt.;hc former on the Central tases collected in
and tea, is justified 2 Thi?wou]du rr?]’c Sonsand eagand SeXton duty oo JUCs
of the Central Government. The ]f:?t questioning the entire budgetary principle
ol Tiosiaq s d atter”, says the nationalist daily, *is reported

0 have collected on this account over 75 crores of rupces in cottaE JoRThetst
10 years, and Sri Medhi is inclined to think that Assam could rightly claim 40
crores of rupees out of this sum for expenses in the province. But we apprehend.”

: e o 4 . 5
Se gays the Hindusthan Standad hat the logic is based ow cetain misconception
. ‘ ! sovernment of India had to spend
perhaps much more than 75 crores of rupees in the province for defence and war.
The Central Government’s responsibility for over-all administration and defence
of the country is indivisible. Provinces could therefore hardlv be justified in
placing claim on a specific item of Central revenue.’ 24 3 :

Other provinces are looking askance at the claim of the Province of Assam
on the Central Government. Is there any chance that the claims of Assam
Government will meet with just appreciation from other Provincial Governments.
What hope have we that at the Centre other Provincial Governments will not
jostle out the claims of the Assam Government ? Again, T ask what hope have
we ? But hope springs eternal in the human breast ! g

No, Sir, the people of Assam need not go about with the beggar’s bowl. The
people of Assam have resources, With.the people’s co—-operatioEgAssam can and
must become self-sufficient. The basic needs of the people are food and cloth.




108 BUDGET DISCUSSION [15TH MAR.

Assam can produce food and cloth, sufficient for the people of Assam-—and more.
Assam can then turn to industries. Assam need not go about with the beggar’s
bowl—it must be the other way. Let the people set their teeth, tighten their
belts, already quite tight, and move onward and make Assam altogether self-
sufficient. But this  self-sufficiency can be attained only with
the co-operation of the people of Assam. All this should be passed on to
the electorate that sent their representatives to the Assam Legislative
Assembly. The best way to do it, as also the most pointed and
effective, would be, cither to make drastic cuts in the Budget, cut out all
expenditure on Development Schemes, Post-war Reconstruction Schemes and any
new expenditures, barring those incidental to increase of pay and dearnaess
allowance to Government and other employees, and take care of people’s
immediate wants, to dissolve the present Assembly calling for a new general
election in Assam, since the problems of Assam are different from those of other
provinces in India. This will not only draw the attention of the Centre but also the
fact that the new Legislature of Assam which will be formed not under the Britush
Government but under the National Government, will give to the new Govern-
ment of Assam a status which would also be a sort of a mandate from the
electorate. One noteworthy fact has continually to be remembered and that js
the present Congress majority in the Assam Legislature has been presented to the
Congreess Party on the issue of independence. No mandate has been given to
the Congress Party to burden the population with tax after tax—Ilet that mandate
to burden the people with new and enhanced taxes be obtained [rom even the
old cle_ctorate that was in vogue under the aegis of the British. The rm!y mandate
regarding taxation that was given to the Congress Party was to lighten the
burden of taxation ‘and this was also the election pledge given to the clectorateg
by the Congress Party.

In my view the Budget for 1949-50 is not likely to have the approval of the
people of Assam. If so, I don’t see how the Government will have the co-opera.
tion of the people. 1, therefore, {Jrge with all the emphasis I can command thy¢
the Assam Provincial Assembly be forthwith dissolved and during the current
year a new general election be held even on the basis of the existing electorate
In accqrdancc with this view I request the Hon’ble Premier to take note of thijg
and bring thf; matter to the notice of His Excellency the Governor of Assam-,
demand of this nature is being made by a large portion of the population i,
Assam, and this demand will grow in volume as the days pass.

Next, turning to the Budget, although the Hon’ble Finance Minister states
that drastic reduction of Postewar grants had been made by the Centre and thay
the lnlql(l)ltous financial arrangement is persisting, he goes on to budget fq,
2,37,47,000 of rupees as expenditure whereas the Post-war grant from the Centpe

amounts only to 1 crore 6() . ’ M
Minister should . lakhs of rupees. I wonder why the Hon’ble Finance

; assume that his : the Governme .
India will com earnest hope, namely, that th vernment of

¢ to th 0 Dz iti 5 g
lakhs 47 thousand wil] cgm::cigﬁ:. et kel S

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member’s time is up.

lavi i1 g
Budgz{?uﬁ?gmAglgUL HAI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak a few words on the

Budget presented to us and the s h de by the Hon’b
: : - e
Finance Minister it revea] biad peech made by
of Assam is heriocally ﬁggfiié tthe glaring fact that the Congress Government

j o make up the deficit in the Budget to continue
with t}};e tcgy_heavy adl’r_nnistration rather to run a more top-heavy administration
after the atltainment of Andependence even by taxing the people with new taxation
measures as many as 6 in number and which exhaust practically the whole fielq

i
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of taxation reserved for the Provincial Government under the Government of
India Act. But being unable to meet the expenses of their such top heavy _admi-
nistration, without ~hesitation the Congress Government ol Assam is pro-
ceeding to touch the normal standard bv raising the limit of taxation
tothe last end, as it is evident from the Finance Bill, the Sales Tax Bill
and also the Motor Vchicles Taxation Bill (indirectly) which have been
introduced in this Session. Though the Hon'ble Finance Minister admits that
the Central Government which is also a Congress Government collects an
income of seven crores of rupees in average annually from excise duty in pet-
roleum, kerosene oil and tea and export duty on jute and tea and income-
tax within Assam, but out of seven crores the Centre is paying only 3¢ lakhs
29 thousand as share of Assam Government jute duty and towards the provin-
cial share of net proceeds of income-tax rupees 1 crore, 31 lakhs 53 thou-
sand. A reference may be made at page 13 of the Memorandum and under
the Head of Miscellanésus Adjustment between Central and Provincial Govern-
ments a sum of Rs.51 thousand had been given to Assam and thus the Gentre
on those accounts pay only a sum of one crore, 78 lakhs 33 thousand to Assam
out of the seven crores of rupees, and the Centre pays a paltry sum of 30 lakhs to
Assam as a grant-in-aid. But of course this matter is still under consideration
of ‘the  Expert Committee sct up by the Constituent Assembly, but as there is
no member from Assam in this Committee there is little hope of Assam getting a
fair deal as it is evident from the past expericiice.  Assam’s case always gaoes
by default. Ag regards Post-war grants the Cenfral Government assured only
rupees one crore 60 lakhs for this budgeted year though in the Budget provi-
sion for expenditure of 2 crores 37 lakhs and 47 thousand has been made in
anticipation of getting the same. This is also nothing in comparison with the
amount of more than 75 crores which the Central Government had collected
In course of the last ten years as revenue on products raised within one Pro-
vince and on ificome earned therein. The Hon’ble Finance Minister in despair
is now lamenting before the House about the iniquitous and unfair allotment
un_d treatment meted out to our Province by the Centre, but nowhere he has
said in his speech that he and his Government are heroically fighting with the
Centre for realising the legitimate dues of the Province while he and his Govern-
ment are very heroic in only imposing taxes on the poor people of Assam to its last
limit. ‘T'he Hon’ble Finance Minister at page 6 of his Budget speech has asked for
full and unanimous support of this House as well as of the people of Assam in
the demand of Govgrnment for a substantial share of the Central taxes. May
I ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister whether he was ever bereft of such support
cither from the Members of this august House or from the public of Assam ? Is
it not a fact that in the last Budget Session a Resolution to this effect wes passed
unanimously ? T'hen why Assam Government cculd not come out successful
in realising the legitimate share of their revenue from the Centre ? Is it because
our Government 'was not able to convince the Centre with reasons or that the
present Congress Government in the Centre is following the footsteps of the

previous bureaucratic Government by adopting the policy of ‘rob Paul to pay

Peter’.  In either case the people of Assam should not remain as dumb specta-
tors or sit idle in disparity any more {or the inability of their Ministers and
apathetic attitude of the Centre. The people are prepared to raise protest
against such unfair and unjust deal. In order to make their voice felt by the
Centre it is suggested that the Assam Government when failed in their appeal to
obtain the legitimate share of Assam from the Centre should make available
all the necessary documents with facts and figures to the public through their
Publicity Department so that a strong voice and opinion may be created in the
minds of the people through Press and platform to obtain in a constitutional
manner the legitimate share of the Province froma the Uentre and at the same



110 BUDGET DISCUSSION [15TH Man.

time let a Resolution be moved in this session by the 'l‘f‘c:lspry Bench rcituragpg
the demands of due share once again with more rhﬂcrnlnunlon._ Assam’s fﬂdun
for legitimate and due share is not m‘lly meant for _th_f_' |Jcnr_rhl of .'\ﬁs:tllf alone
but it being the most important frntier of the Ill‘]l.lll. Union after the partition,
is also for the safety and well-being of li_m Dominion of India as a whole. 1
hcpe Government will give due and dispassionate
estion.
sug%&: regards the financial disbursment of the Budget we an_d that the total salary
of Government servants including emoluments comes upto [rs.. 2,74,00 in the cur-
rent year 1948-49 and it will go up to Trs. 3,22.UUltlthc.coln[pg year 1949-50 out
of our total revenue receipts of Trs. 4,68,94 and the Hon’ble Finance ;\-.Inustur‘hus
found it safe to admit that about 63 per cent. and 68 per cent. respectively of the
normal receipt for the year 1948-49 and 1949-50 will alone be absorbed in paying
the salary bills. Thus we are left with only 32 per cent. of our normal receipts
and the meagre amount which we receive as Provincial sharv ol Income-tax,
jute export duty} subvention - and Post-_wilf' grant as mentioned above, Apd
again this Percentage of salary bill will go up in the b_ndg::t::(l year l‘).l.f)__f;u
to 72 per cent. when the improved pay scale of teachers of Government Ajded
High Schools and Primary School teachers will be added. Qi course nobody
grudges the improved pay of school teachers but the salary bill would not have
absorbed so much of money if the presert (quc:rnmvrlt would not hayc_ﬁsllnwul
the footsteps of the bureaucratic Government in the matter of administr
Now deducting 72 per cent. of the revenue income we are_left with on]y' 28 per
cent. of the income along with the meagre sum reccived from the Centre fo
doing all the Improvement of our village people in the matier of educa
health, agriculture, etc., and also other nation-hl{l!dmg W,“‘"ks as well as for
IMproving the industrial condition of our province. The fluq b{qlflvfncc Minis-
ter finding this huge amount of income being absorbed in su_lill-y )I_IS 1438 admijtre
that considering the low per capita income of the Province, the %alus-y bills
which work nearly at three-fourths of the normal income of the Province it
Considered to he too heavy a burden on }hc public cxclu:qpcr al}d. the public.
It is rue that pcor people of Assam is over burdened with taxation meagypeg
and if the Government want to place further burden on the people by

. Mcreasiy
the Severity of taxation limit then perhaps the framework of support op which
the Governmen rests may collapse.

The Hon’ble

consideration to this

ation,

liun,

: : inance Minister at page 15 of his speech now say§,_“t}1at a respon-
sible Government cannot enter into, any further upward revision of the pay
scale which will invariably jeopardise the interest of the general tax

Salary angd emo

Payers, ag

luments will swallow up the Provincial revenues leaVing practi-

: _ 0 be utilized for the benefit of the people in the villages,*
I'his S€ems to he g good directive or advice but .when we Igok into the Budgct
; €morandum at page 24 we find under the heading “Mlmst'crs” the amount
Judgfited for the year 1948-49 is Trs. 5,86 but in the revwefl for the same
year it hag gone up to Trs. 10,69, 7. e., about I'rs. 4,83 increased in expendi ture
and' the .“€ason given for tﬁis ,increase ig that it is due to inclusion of an addi-
:mn‘al Minister in the Cabinet and also due to increased expenses for a frequent
Gouts_ N and outside the Province and maintenance of aercplanes for them.

ODSIdGI‘ing th

! is lavi itnre on the part of the Ministers themselves
I find ik ish expenditn B

cally nothing ¢

: - - 3a
consonance in and between the instruction or advice of the Hon’ble
nance Mipj

i ster yen the Government employees and the actiong of
the Ministers themsel\?::;EdI: cth n}(l)t advisable on the part of the Hon’ble Minjsters
the eyer quoted maxim that “example is better than precepts 2
OW coming t, the food position of our Province we should consider the
whole Position of India. India is the second largest producer ofrice in the
€rage ann;lal outturn is about 25 million tons of which Bengal,
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Madras, Bihar, the United Provinces and the Central Provinces produce the bulk.
Barring Bengal produce as it is partitioned, we have got Madras which “produces
20 per cent., Bihar produces 12 per cent., the United Provinces 9 per cent. and
Assam and the Central Provinces produce 8 per cent. each and the area under
paddy cultivation in Madras is 14 per cent., Bihar 14 per cent., the Umtcd' Pro-
vinces 11 per cent., the Central Provinces and Assam 8 per cent. each, Despite her
large output India is not, however self-suflicient in rcgard to her rice requirements
and in normal times a uscful quantity was used to be imported from Burma which
source is now practically closed. So the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s expectation of
exporting 70,000 tons of paddy while Dofassal (double crop) will be increased
should be cautiously examined whether there will be sufficient quantity left
behind tor export after meeting the full quota of our requirement else Assam
might face some crisis as it had a few years ago. The pilot survey has clearly
Indicated that Assam has not got land enough to provide even for her own

landless people as shown by the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his speech at
page 20.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Hon. Member’s time is up.

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: If some of my party Members do not speak, I
may be allowed a few minutes more.

The Hon’'ble the SPEAKER : If they surrender their time then of course
I have no objection.

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Then about land, if there is not enough land

for our landless people, what steps Government have taken to inform the Central
‘overnment in whose refugee rehabilitation secheme they want to send 2,50,000
refugees from the neighbouring province, as appeared in the Press, to Assam. Of
course I am subject to correction, - This is the information I had previously.
+ do mnot know if there is any new development in the matter. If that proposal
15 stll in existence then the Government of Assam should immediately take steps
In this regard and a Resolution to that effect should be moved in order to stop

- such allotment of refugees by the Central Government which will lead to further

complication and difficultics in the matter of land settlement as well as food
scarcity,

Control of yarn and cloth

The experience of being under control of food-stuff, cloth, yarn and in almost
all other necessaries of life for these hectic years has led ovcrwhelming number
of consumers to feel that control is meant for makring the rich richer and the poor
poorer 5 sooner it goes the better for the masses. ‘The control instead of bringing
convenience and comfort to the masses has brought misery and misfortune to
them, - Tt s purely meant for bringing fortune to that class of people who has
the notoriety of being known as ‘Black-marketers’.  The Provincial Government
should see if it is possible to do away with control.

As regards the National Cadet Corps, while the Government of India
formulated this scheme, several provinces enquired about the financial impli-
cation on the Provincial Exchequer, but the Assam Government without having
Such information, started this Corps- and as a result subsequently the
Provincial Government had to incur all the expenditures. Tn several pro-
vinces they have not yet started raising such Corps. The expenditure of
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the current year is still not known as it will come up by a Sl‘lp.l)l('_!n(fntnr\” demand
(vide page 30 of the Budget speech of the Hcfn‘ll!c. l'lfiilll(‘,f'. Minister), lful_ the Budget
for 1949-50 embodies an Expenditure of l(s...Z,SZ,UOO. T'his Corps has been
raised to form a reserve of officers to help in the rapid expansion of Armed
Forces in a natiunal emergency. _When it is so0, why some percentages of
the expenses is not borne by thé Centre..../iceecececaisosainsenes

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member’s borrowed Utme is

also over.

Maulavi ABDUL HAl: Let me conclude my speech, Sir -
Then Sir as the time is short I do not think I should say a few words

more. Let me finish here and let my speech remain incomplete.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Any other hon. Member taking part
from the Opposition side ?

Maulavi SAIYID MUHAMMAD SADDULLA : Sir, you started I_Jy saying
that one hon. Member from the Opposition ‘;md onc ]l‘_)"- Member from " the
Treasury Bench will participate in the debate. From  this side two hon. Members
have already spoken and now it is better that onc hon. Member from the Treasury
Bench should take part in the debate and in this way we should proceed.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: AT AT, T T
T2 M gdn(ea | AEiverw caded FHia Wi Sl AT agigly
At wfmm gwizrgn | @A Acea 3gam fi wd-eilew, i atz
Aoeafsr Foamo a1 TS WA (SUdts A zeAel utg
Flaed wtsfs watzes  afe  ARAcaed A wm 95Ad OS ATAfT gy
fim  afars cotdrs W 3w FAACA eAlZg— Sl FlEte G'I‘déa
) i I =

U @it Sesn-co TS AAE TAI  ATFA b ST by
TFEA (A AW TA | (S TAES AF O Sieltd FSASEET  fpyy
T T dm At wtF azem OO FEE AR 1 TG AT B qugs
wiF Acptata arh Alm 9w oz wifEey | @R T gifga St qﬁ,.f
TEACTE AT w(er AT AT Aw AS—T@edy T AT I (A <
cultural Income Tax Act )47 =7 @@ 7 pofca qtd T4 QRUST g R

Ul
5EFT BlEtdfens Agmm w1 W Eald i 5E Aged Az F9T ""f%cacsmit?

SRS weaiwn, ol AtEE cgtaia At @l el R gy,
Moz =t ot datt FE 2 AT | F4E T aia say cs?;
Fen wEon faag sl wiseelh, g, afgesa sw, iy )
et saw, ot sy, Ao ofren Foae, aift +f1 @9 4o agag gy
TR qasiafE ofon wacs | afen o1z (18 qabtafEte elamc oy maﬁ:_
el meel BT faper, {ofeem, cATART, ata-alh AT {0 F99 Ulw gayg
43 cdfsTatg gl fwatg ot ofF F=cd GiFTFI 4T A0 T G wify ‘>‘R'1'GIQ-
BT \eo1Ts Al | @B wifrw AtFTa Fiaed wiAA 5AFICT FHA SATUTIE epaw fy
T Beifrs wfae o ooy wiAr T Al wed anda w3 )

TS Tzlwn, W3 TAS GAFAT UM ARG TeAla AT S e
TE—aaeat = dfFat—adarm @ Afet@ (avoidable) 4apa stemfy

o

o731 tsr-'[ﬂf% q7a9 wfg g4t A A AHIBGIT A9 FWa 5IFMCT <495y
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T Fgdfsa 3 i@ A @aes | 9t ot [ 7
AR @ 9EE SRR SER e T8 wfste® et o
( Top heavy ) = sfitg |1 @® 9t Il odfbEe  (owed
IGOEls FwT_ I A xmm 1 @R RGEBT dverwcs RS
ORtA9, @A ©IRIFT, IR ORI, GIEBAY, TR GLEBA,
CHOH LIl Wit M SR fefie 17 39 AAlE Ao | e it
AT ArSTFe TSt frer was 7 7 1ifs Rt @ 4 [Re15= iz 232 Atfaes |
AIF QT 7T 7 T 33 33 A 9w Redt Race AT dim sler WA
LPT 713 3T cam e FfR7w aifitg | oy @ify sif 4 sxea gf AR oX
TS A9 (ABeF % 02en) (90 GalEs 93ea 4 FR da Wity @3 [Awa 159
30 AAtzfars) 1 @ifE @i foeT oive Fell, @d-@d cicrits 1€ 39
BIFR IR 7% tzrg1 3w @2 RERT chzeha w9 @i @8 e
T FCT AF 921 97 N 47 NI F7 O o Bu e Svm w0 AD L
A FEY bt AT T eoive Q@fere MET F% 5hR aifigr 1 R e
TR 37 (Fe1n 53FNT WAT AT AT w7 7T T 27 cofom I
% *IfS 23 ©ftg wma stadt @ees =97 Af e = @t e sfim o 912
TR I Q@NE | GF N w97 e ST 1R ba Ifenmrs q291  Fa@ 39
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Report of the Committee on indigenous systerms of medicines appointed by
the Government of India in December 1946) tay =aF atcd (3% 1 @12 facanis

G G (FT—“The Committee are of opinion that the integration of Indian
and westetn systems of medicines leading to synthesis® is not only possible
but practicable

. r s > _and recommend that immediate steps should be taken iy
this direction. The first steps will be integration of the coursc of study by
2ITalEMg: curbioul Ynl anhil o way  that whatever is weak in one system jg
supplemented and Strengthened by the strong points of the other system OT Systems,
The second step will be teaching of ecach subject by the same teacher instead of
by separate tcachers g now--giving the students a unified view of the Indiap




R T RN RS E———

~RERSwe

eSS Ry  pa———

SRR LR =,

1949.] BUDGET DISCUSSION - s

—~

and western medicines. %> =fifita onp7 GiF  Aster e dwlor FGH
61T AT G 961 @1t 3 e fag St G2 SrRedy SN SeFdle,. oY A7
gt 7is ale Bou Awfet fim fifrssica frats wea sfRwes A gl
32 @ AIBE I37MFA IFH ST Al 92 T QAT BEAc 20 AR
AT GECANT T StEe @ g @ @ediEine e ks ofF - Gl
fcate= 3f f[Reasat w1 |

_ TStAfS Tra, Pay Committee 3 Gei77 (I3 TIY ity 4z I
RATTCE T 2681 o7 wals @iy swmy A¥m) | 9 A AF @@ TIE
G CI08 G712 T30 (3 Bl w4 WRACT GIF Bi6S A0 (ot FIEICA Ay, Sl
TIF CNTFIC 9 =0 ofF Aifga | 9tF wfiEes A% Iete 3T 2T @O
AfSICats cita T 1 T2 J/h IR I4S cSiNT 57 rdl Al | I8/R6
A BIF A FA A6 AT ovae A% @ond AR Tt ofe @fd s
QANS (2T 9GS AT NF G4ETT | @9F R{Eew, AITHd g S e

MAFT (AGTS 0/ 957 51T F91 siwle T3 gfecats T gfose RS
afa aifs gt sfacan

7el4fS wrziva, Forest Utilisation Office ¢ o 77 waizihie i |
CIZ AfFSIEl OfS 4Fle W Atm 5139 TR AR Zala e colst SEEee
ARG | @razas Gt wGfFs @fewt AiEieg o Al centica Fiv AARE
cofon o fafen  «® afFsch fFaets Bif wifitag ©ff sicew It%ce coital 12 |
TgwR 31299 FiFala vIF vlacace w8ty 19 o |

Teidfe e, TN [elel 9ifg 2 g7 Wwe 4@ et (Exhibition)
QTP I9t7 9573 AifeT wifdlts | @i @R TiTe waiRibe, ofF SR 9Te
GBS 7[tfada AfZ(@ | qoa wefy wame BAsiffel oiwlR FRT E@RIE
3 afitg 7ts & Atema =47 T3 5o ddl OiF FITe IR I9I9 (gl ©ive |
Afon 53T @2 2weifitsr @F T w2 Ziolw Bl 4 d9—a% (Al @O0\ BIICT
4f9 cdian e Ata 1 atfeTifan s ey @ieME 2w @49 bal CAiaied |
9T Al FT 5ITRT Aelta 2alT Fracd Bfew Afaied 5 TgT I wie IR
9909 “ifeqca biv =t Il U9 IIT A Y3 TS QI TR orsif  ASI
TIF FEI ) afem grfid 2039 ttel ez @ifeeg ;o e oweadT 529
IS 7's “Aifora 92 Afents b1 Atts aie att R oiita, o Stee ool
CbS | @tF @B T, 9% velfTe 9Fa BI[CT il IF [T acet =l gl
A=, foeam wifics 2517 9w Fels a7 3R attl—atts  cifers A
[l e gwe oot w99 AT | !

ASAe Tozivd, WiF Q9T FUF @T I@SlT AT T | G P06
TA GAPTFE Qb1 (F4S AN T | 58 747 {9y @SRarw fm -t 7008
55 5 eifi < e @2 T=TET SIR-ST e qrs  fwig mfgq oy @e
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Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Hon’ble
Finance Minister has presented before the House a gloomy picture of the Budget
for the year 1949-50.  We could not appreciate his ingenuity while preparing
his Budget Estimates. He has failed to balance the Budget. Itis a deficit Budget
1 as much as it is disappointing. Every year he comes forward with some excuses
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while presenting the Budget before the House. This year he has come ""'w:”l(!
with a complaint ugainst*llm Centre for reducing the grant for which he is -u.m;tb-:.
to rpalcria]isc lIlEll]y of the (ilf‘\.'('l(’})llll?”[ schemes. Si]" the Hon'ble l-”l-’tlll.t;
Minister frankly admits that having exhausted the entire field of taxation that he
is allowed to do he wants to raise the rates of some of the taxes to cover the
deficit. This wil] hard-hit the poor public. He again says, “The masscs ¢an
only be expected to contribute more towards the resources of the State when W€
succeed in imP"OVing their economic condition”.  This is self-contradictory, SIr.
There has been no attempt to raise the standard of efficiency in the administra-
tion. Administration hlas clc;criorm;-a so much so that it is in a state of
collapse. Nepotism, valle ism. rather ‘‘ism’’ has become so rampant that efficiency
has bidden us good-bye y-l;ld ’I ;a that for this we shall bave to pay heavily in
the long T 205 Y

Sir, Cachar is
the province,
province is in
months during
remains com
foodstuffs an

$0 situated that it is separated by high hills from the rest of
The only Railway line that connects it with the _rest of the
a state of collapse, It remains blocked up by landslides for some
monsoon. Cachar has no regular air link. So, somctimes it
Pletely cut off from the rest of the province whf,:n tl'uc prices of
1 d other commodities shoot up like nnythmg. Sir, Cachar being
out o'f sight due to these high hills it is out of mind also of the G'r_w.crnmcnl. It
remains where it wasg bef'orcgi“de )cndc-nCC- Of all the boons that independence
has brought for the countr WIC have got only a poultry farm though we see all
kinds of colleges, mj]js fact0r§; nd development projects are being huddled up
in the few favoured di;[rictg Of?i\isa ) ']'l-lcrc is complete black-out of. all these
things in Cachar., Out of 23 3ro'célts' now in progress and 21 other projects under
survey and preparation of cstixlluaf:]cs as flood preventive measures not a single one
has gone to Cachar which is affected by flood every ycar. At - A

I notice that there is a project for rural electrification of Gauhati, rMingaon
and Pandu areg, Money CO‘le be found for this luxurious project with deficit
Budget, but not for urgent and essential works in my district.

Sir, roads which were in the first priority under Post-war Development
Scheme and which jf completed would have increased the resources of the
Government and ameliorate condition of the people, have been s1t0].)p'6d f_'or want
of funds. I may mention in this connection that a road (rlanmganJ.Joypm.)
of the first priority was handed over to the Public Works Department by the
Silchar" Local Board which when made all necessary Ppreparations to start the
workf had to stop jt by an order of the Government. Th_e Local Board after jte
transier made no allotment for its upkeep. Now it is lying as nobody’s pro-

ty with . P . i ‘tq
gm;zst larclwc;fdatﬁlagcd bridges. This is the only road which connects Joypur—.

e district, e g t done this year the sufferings of the
people of that area vij] Kt m;)[fbf)lll;;dlss no g
Sir, we are tha

nkful to the Government for provincialising our Sadar Djs-
B ospital 1n b SteP has yet been taken for construction of the buildings. The
pati}:)nts arcpm(;dcedt YP with indoor patients and for want of ~ accommodation
not been fitted up. © sleep on the floor. The X’ray plant 18 lying idle. It has

comcsg)’r?vg:c?ﬁ?lﬁ Minded public gentleman of my district, Mz, B. ‘Gupta has
R ith a donation of Rs.80,000 for opening up of a T. B. Hospital at

i ; nformed the Government of his intentions, but there has been no
respons_e‘f rom the Government apd money is going to be lapsed soon. It will
be a mis <21r}une fpr the public if the money be lapst and Government cannot
be excused for this. W wanted more Public Health and Subsidised Dispensaries
in our district, but Governmen 4 callous to our demand.
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Sir, I am thankful to the Hon'ble Finance Minister for providing Rs. 26 lakhs
for reorganising the Compulsory Primary DEducation, ‘hur. qniortunatcl_y no
money has been provided for repair and construction of puxldmgs of Primary
Schools outside Gompulsory Primary Education area which were damaged by
floods and cyclone. I am surprised to notice in the Budget speech of the Hon’ble
Finance Minister that houses have been constructed in Lala High School to
convert it into Academic High School according to requirements but, Sir, my
information is that no houses have been constructed there for the purpose.

Sir, we have been crying in vain since Partition for a District and Sessions
Judge’s Court at Silchar for the district of Cachar. It seems Government is
bent upon not to hear our grievances. Cachar has been tagged with Jorhat and
you can easily realise at what enormous cost and trouble a litigant will have
to run from Cachar to Jorhat. Recently the All Assam Lawyers® Conference
passed a resolution to this effect and I fervently hope that this will be conceded
to without further delay. .

Sir, Silchar Town is under erosion by the river Barak; but no step is being
taken to save the Town from this erosion. :

Sir, there was a great rush of students for admission in different High Schools
this year, but seats being limited about 500 students could not get admission and
Government was moved to pass orders for opening up of additional sections in

. all Schools but this was not done and most . of the students had to stop their
education.

Sir, the Guru Charan Qollcgc at Silchar is one of the premier institutions of
the province. Recently it has started B. Com. classes, but for want of funds
it could not as yet start science classes and for this purpose a sum of Rs.15,000
has been raised from public donation. Nothing can be done with this meagre
sum unless Government comes forward with adequate help both recurring and
non-recurring for this noble cause.

_ Sir, we are stunned to hear that hundreds of Cachar people, Hindus-Mus-
lims— who settled down in Nowgong district many years before Partition—were
cvicted by Government from their home about a year back and are still moving
round from place to place as nomadic people in search of land for settlement. Hun.
dreds of petitions and representations of these helpless and distressed people have
failed to evoke sympathy of the Government, Though people of Assam Valley
are getting settlement, these unfortunate people of Cachar are denied the same
If Cachar people have no claim on the soil of the Province they belong to thcr;
they should be told frankly to go back to their home district. Cachar will
accommodate them. :

With these words, I resume my seat.

Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI: s TS5 Gledh, Tal-
wfeq Ftacd Tewled ITbS Tlhes Gleq gz CTi=Fee coltan Ime  Satg qzn’ G
2T FICAGT AT ASH AT AT | AR srecen TS G @18 qreh)
wZ] ety | YRR T wtafow s ey S sap 5% frm Redths @3
Ifer ferfictg o— e

“The level of public expenditure in relation to pre-war was highest in the
Netherlands, where the increase in 1947 was three-fold ; in the United Kingdom
Sweden and Denmark it was about two-fold. The rise in Government revcnué:
on the other hand, has generally been considerably smaller than the rise in
expenditure, so that heavy deficits have been incurred : in many cases the deficits
are in the order of magnitude of 40 to 60 per cent. of total pre-war expenditure.”
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Maulavi ABDUL HAI: On
hon. Member h

support the de

in this matter ag Government has failed or unable to get the legitimate ducs fr
the Centre.

a point of explanation, Sir, as the
as mentioned my name. My intention is also that we shoulq

: all
mand and that is why I said that there should be public Opiniop

Om
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Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T do
not stand to criticise the Budget which i no doubt an index of the mind of the
Administration towards thoce for whom they have been placed in-charge. It
is also an index to a great extent of the efficiency of the Administration and in a
very great measure an indication of the angle of vision of the Government towards
the various interests of which, for the time being, they are in-charge. But, Sir, 1
represent to the Bardoloi Ministry on a small local grievance. The local
grievance is that during two decades from the start of the Lady Kerr Girls’
High School at Dhubri no grant was made for teaching Urdu or Arabic to
Muslim giris although there are many Muslim girls in the School. For two
decades agitation was carried on, resolution after resolution were passed in the
management meeting, but the authorities then turned a deaf car to that very
burning local grievance. But thanks to the Bardoloi Ministry, about 21 years
ago this local grievance was removed and one Arabic teacher was appointed.
With that boon the Muslim girls went on for 2 years, but now to their misery
about three months back that grant has been withdrawn, and the girls are in
cxtreme difﬁcu]ty now. After 2 years of study of Urdu they are now to take y
different subjects which means a retrograde step in the education. Now there is ng
Arabic or Urdu teacher and the girls are in great difliculty. Itis a notorioys
fact that in Goalpara the Muslims form the largest majority and as such specig]
consideration should have been made to Goalpara. Although for the l;}st 20
years there have been teachers for Sanskrit, Bengali and Assamese in (i
school, there was no arrangement for Arabic or Urdu. Now the boon which .

so kindly granted has been withdrawn, I appeal to the Hon’ble Premier look
to the miserable

plight of the Muslim girls and I hope that steps will he taken
as early as posdible to remove this very burning grievance of female cducation
there.  With these words

I resume my seat.
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Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad

to have this opportunity of bringing to the s
feelings of the people of Assam generally, and the labouring Deopleuin

cular, with a view to persuading the Government to pay alittle more atten-
tion (0 amecliorate the lot of the common man, For the last three years
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we have had too much ‘propaganda about the long-term schemes, and very
little work done for the short-term schemes, such as providing food, cloth
and other bare necessities of life for the masses. I wonder what the Supply
Department is doing with the Hon’ble Supply Minister at its head. Petrol and
Kerosene are produced in Assam, but the peoplein rural areas of Assam for
scarcity of. Kerosene had to pull on with a meagre supply or utterly blacked-out.
I asked the Government how the masses feel about it.  Paddy is produced in
Assam but lakhs and lakhs of people in Assam who buy rice are on the verge
of famine. Cloths in the millsy’ godowns are piling up, and very possibly
are destroyed by rats and moths, but the common people in Assamn are groing
without cloth and are now forced to be in sack-cloth and ashes. [ draw
the pointed attention of the Government to the sufiering lot of the common
pcople, which is their urgent and foremost duty to remaove,

Now, regarding the Public Works and the Public Halth Departments 1
must say something, Year after year the peonle are dying from epidemics foy
wint of proper water supply in the rurai areas, specially in the ex-tea varden
areas and Nepali areas; they are completely neglected.  Now, Sir, regarding
mass ecducation and free compulsory primary education, the Govirnment g
carrying on a propaganda for this work. But I must say that scores of schools in
the tea garden areas receive no help from the Government, although in the past
I have submitted many list of venture schools ; so also Professor Sarwan has
submitted lists of schools. And vet the Government !n'r)pagandfl and  publicity
are making much of the introduction of frec compulsory primary ¢
forgetting by this move, at least for the time being, the people who will benefiy
dfeithe” litérdte: .s8ations. of peoplé in . the enlightencd areas. By this scheme
the immediate beneliciaries will be the advanced sections of the people, while (}q
backward . people like the ex-tea garden labourers and Nepali and other back-
ward people are being left out from this benefit as their aicas have beep

)1 C(l“{":‘ti{”{’

> stil]
excluded from the operation of this Educational scheme, at least for the L
being. ...

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.  Mr. Sarwan  will continue
aflter lunch.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch ll 1 p. .

Afier lunch

Mr. BENODE KUMAR J. SARWAN (contd.): Mr. Speaker, Sir latel
there was a Press ’

Conference at which the Hon’ble Premier was present angd
Fhe news we learn that the Government was considering to root out the
in the adrainistration and bribery  among people in
15a very serious thing. This House claims to know what the Govern-
ment has done about it ? Again in the press of the country we are always
reading  of  corruption, bribery and nepotism in  the “dministra[io?,
VWhyis not the Government bringing an appreciable change in the magter
of corruption ? Np matter what the Government say, the people will judge
the Government by the Government action. A CGovernment with a mere pro-
paganda on a matter without actual implementation ol what is stated in
the propaganda ig misunderstood by the masses who bezin to question
bona fides of the Government. | : 8
S-“" . am glad to note that the Gove
PPaCtI.CHbIC for the arelioratioe " BF “ths
especially, those of the

from
corruption
authority. This

the

rnment propose to do all that is
) conditions of the working classes,
Planation  workers. as stated by the  Hon’ble
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Finanee Minister, no measure can bring about a lasting good to the

working classes unless the workers also realise the  responsibilities they
have to shoulder. For this purpose organisations of workers run on
genuine Trade Union lines are needed. Among recal hindrances” in the way

of the growth of labour organisation run on genuine 'l'{‘ade Union lines, one
is Government befriending one laboar organisation as against ancther. Some
have a suspicion that the Government is partial towards the Indjan National
Trade Union Congress as is evidenced by the fact that the Hon’ble Premier
of Assam has an understanding with the Indian Tea Association to pive speciai.
facilities to the Indian National Trade Union Congress. If this Sljspidon is
grounded on fact, the Government 1s acting In 2 way detrimental to the
growth of genuine Trade Unionism. 1 should like to have an assurance from
the Government that the Indian Tea Association and the tea estates will offer
the same facilities to any other organisation started among the Planation
labourers, working on democratic principles.

Now, as regards improvement of the economic: condition of gy
one of our Ireasury nCllCh .\[cmlJCl‘S (-\'ll‘- ‘Bhilqa“"atl) S(lid that we
have the census of those people who are landless and give land R
cultivators. I am rem'nded of a tendency on the part of the present éovcrn-
ment—it tends towards partiality—it is partial towards some and harsh toward
some others. Government administration should be just as ej] as  sym har's
and the motto should be ‘Justice scasoned with mercy?’. Take the ca)se p;ltt e;:llc
present eviction policy of tea garden labourers or  Nepali settlers \whe tar:
being evicted and thrown out of their hearths E}nd homes, their huts have be:
burnt down or destroyed.  These backward ignorant people haye SLtﬂ'c"tri]
on account of squatting with a view to ::l-u‘: out a llvgng Irom mother c::nrthlf2
the sweat of their brows. One wonders if the : Ol.\'mp}an gods of Shillong hei th
realise the sufferings and hardships of these evicted raiyats, Si0S

province,
ought to

Sir,.1 have much to say and hope to take up other maggep
consideration of the Budget in detail. But I cannot help 1
Government that the people are the real masters and this H o
people must faithfully serve the people according to tl i cntng . the
irrespective of the present Parliamentary party strength, Seap
come and Parties may go but the people remain for ever.  (Heqr tes may

The Hon'ble Syijut GOPINATH BARDOLOY: Mr. Speakey S; :
not like to take part in this debate aund surely do po b 1r, hI did
should ecither anticipate the reply which the Hon’ble Financg that I
would give to the various points thac have been‘ raised by
Members of this House and what may be raised i i
debate. But the overall finances of the Province is .
I feel, concerns everyone of us. On receipt of adequate fundsg for the dter ‘
of the Province lies the good of a_ll. of us whether they represent C§V610pm¢nt
or .those who l.epl-ésent the Opposrtlon or any other party. I therefo OvVernment
that it would be desirable, on my part, at any rate to plac '€  thought
certain informations and facts which were available to me
negotiation for larger funds for the Province with the Go\;emme]]t gf Course of
have read somie criticisms made in certain papers outside t}yq India. 1
Government have not done enough to get the required financeg fori s Ouse, _that
I have also been hearing comments of certain hon. Memberg of this ¢ Province.
from the Government side as well as from the side of the OPPOS'rtion ouse both
thought that I should take the-oppo"tunity-of inforrr}ing the Ho‘ (herkipee
stand financially in reference to the Government of India, the eﬂbr‘t’:ew};ow vcsire

i 2 made

the hon.
subsequent
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hitherto to get supplementary grant from the Government of India, and to
determine, if you all will agree, to the action we want to take to supplr-.mr'_nt
the cfforts of the Government for the same end. I am particularly speaking in
reference to the Post-War grants alone. : .

It might be known to the hon. Members that the original proposal of the
Government of India was to have allotted 500 crores of rupees for distribution
in the provinces on popula‘ion basis for Post-War developinent schemes, which
were allowed or directed to be made by the Provincial Government both for indus-
trial and other developments after examination which these grants would be made.
That was before the Congress Government came into power in the various
provinces. I am sure, the House also knows that in the meanwhile the Govern-
ment of India had to revise this allotment—I mean 500 crores of rupees to be
distributed in the provinces. I think that this original financial allotment was
calculated on the basjs of receipts from the Government of the United Kingdom,
in reference to the money which United Kingdom spent during the course of the
War from the resources of India, You have come to know the result of the
negotiations which had taken place between the representatives ()f India and the
representatives of the British Kingd>m. It is now an accepted lact.llmt what-
CVe€r may be the amount, we are not going to get cash money from United
Kingdom and that most of the money will be paid in capitalfgoods and things
Of'. that kind. The Government of India had also thercfore to revise, as I have
said, their Proposal for Post-War grants to the provinces, and in place of 500
crores they reduce it to 250 crores. Of that 250 crores also only 204 crores were
Proposed tg he distributed among the provinces. The rest has been kept in the
Centre.for furtherance of the necessary directions and control by thf: Government
of India, required by the Province and Central development projects.  So gy,
proJects also which were originally prepared on the assumption of receipts on (e
aHOtmeI.” of 500 crores had to be reduced to that extent. :

: I%emdcs this, we should also be in a position to apprisc oursc.lvm; of the real
Situation of the - ia to-day. I do not think I divulge an secre
when 1 overnment of India to-day ; ek ke y et
Do s Ay that the Government of India was finding it hard to ba ance  their
hudget- You aj] know the unusual expenditure which the Govcrnmcpt of India

A0 SOt mehin oy account of relief and rchabilitation of the refugees. Yoy

also knoy ) : ia had to spe
account of v?:rt l-argc sum of money the Government of Ind PeRd. ‘on

- = i 1 e money also inp o,
nection with, M the Kashmir frontier and possibly som y con

. yderahad ign. But a more alarming commitment that is ryn-
E}n%ozv&lslz tf};e Governmexftagipla;lgzq for some time past i_s on account of t_hc import
ave an uo 8 for the consumption of the people of India who, as you might know
India havgerall shortagc of their requirements by 10 per cent. Govcrnmept of
ways they cundouthdly taken measures to meet the dlfﬁCulllf:S, but‘onc of the
of Indig hadould meet, we should be fully prepared to appreciate.  Government
distressing t to clit down, their expenditure to balance their budget. It must 1?6
SO many thino US that while we were having all our schemes of development in
the extent j¢ £ ready. for implementation and many were actuallyolmplerr}ented to
lan, whije allaS Possible within the course of the last two years, in the five year
of India szhouldt hese works were gathering desirable momentum, Government
their expendj; sudden_ly find itself in position as to insist on curtailmint of
to let you knure ¢Ven in regard to Post-War development scheme. I would like
India so far .ZW N this connection that the attitgd_c of the Govermr.lcnt of
respect of gJ) osthm]nor Provinces are concerned, is nsPlred by generosity. lIn
East Punjap V\(;r Provinces excepting these four minor px_'mnm:tc:s;1 namely,
bear 50 per . €t  Bengal, Orissa and Assam, the provinces have A to
1 P Seulish the expenditure on these schemes. But so far as these four
DEOVIIees Aieichliad B . i { hing whatsoever
di "ned they are exonerated: from paying anything wh .
{ox eXPenditizG oy the schemes that they have undertaken. The basis in which
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these grants and distribution are made is on a basis of population. But for
this province some special concession has been shown. For example, the amount
that was proposed to be distributed this year, if they were distributed on popula-

tion basis, Assam would have got only 86 lakhs,

but even in the initial stage,

they were prepared to give us 1 crore and 15 lakhs. That was really some
concession. But so far as this province 1s concerned, when we take the special
conditions of Assam under consideration, we thought that not merely a crore

and 15 lakhs but three :imes that amount woul

d not even have been enough

to meet our requirements. So far as the overall grant is concerned, they

propose that we are entitled to more than 8 crores

for the next five years though

at present they agreed to pay us 10 crores. I again repeat that even for the
overall grant for five years this is much too smali for the needs of the province.
Now the question arises, what we should do in order to get this money

for our immediate needs and what actually should

be the allotment that we will

require for the development of the province ? What should be the subject
for development and what should be the amount which the Government of

e |

India should be agreeable to pay us ? But before the House discusses this

question, the Government had to take certain decision and carry on certain

negotiation over the immediate difficulties. Considerable anxiety arose in our
minds as to what was going to happen to the Post-War sehemes of the Govern-
ment of Assam. I suppose it wasin August last that a Conference of Finance
Ministers of the provinces took place. In that Conference the policy of the

Government of India in the difficult financial situation of the

Ccountry was explained

and the policy regarding th'e curtailed distribution was made. Sir, this was
their proposal for distribution—Madras 325 that 18 3 crores 25 lakhs ;

Bombay 1 crore 36 lakhs ; United Provinces 3
Central Provinces and Berar 1:50 ; West Bengal
20 lakhs ; East Punjab 1 crore ; Assam 1 crore
The total is 17 crores and 55 lakbs. Possibly a

crores 64 lakhs; Bihar 2-40,
2 crores ; Orissa 1 crore and
15 lakhs and Coorg 5 lakhs.
sum of rupees 2 crores and

45 lakhs is proposed to be retained by the Government of Indja for supervision

and direction and possibly for thsir own scheme.
We had, therefore, to take every possible step

and stretch €very nerve to see

that we got enough money to carry on the schemes that we had already under-

taken. We had also to decide on their priorit

Y. Schemes of priority as

arranged by the Government of Assam were in the first place, the scheme for

training the personnel for service in the country :
which have been mentioned by my Hon, Friend,
there are the schemes in the villages—these include o

they included the institutions
the Finance Minister. Then
f course the various schemes of

development and relief in so many fields. Then there are the schemes for the deve-
lopment of big industries. I should like to inform you in thig connection, that all -
the big industries is proposed to be financed by loan from the Government of
India, and that will not affect the allotment that we have shown to you.. In the

meanwhile our commitments as examined at that

tme—this was sometime in

January this year—showed that we required more than rupees 2 crores. It was
our great concern therefore to find this amount of 2 Crores or near as that amount

as possible. And we brought this to the notice of the

immediately. A
There were two matters on which there was a

overnment of India

difference between us and the

Government of India. Firstly, as I said, regarding the grant for increased allotment
to carry on at least those schemes already undertaken . And secondly, in regard to

the allotment of liability in reference to Silchar-T'ri

pura-Haﬂong——-Shillong Road.

Now in respect of the first, it was pointed out that the money had already beem
Spent and therefore the Government of India cannot but give us the money. It
was pointed out that if they had given us previous notice, if they had told us that
we are not to go on with our schemes, then the matter would "have been
different, but some of these schemes were actually approved by the Government
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of India and, therefore, they had to give us sanction for expediting these schemes
and find out the money needed therefor. 1 think it is not necessary to repeat
the arguments used by usin support of our claim. But 1 would like to say
for the information of the House that in this® connection, 1 had to see not only
the great leaders at the top such as the Hon’ble i’.‘tpdit ‘]ixx-.';lh;trlal Nehru .‘mtl.
Hon’ble Sardarji Patel, - but also the Finance Secretariat of the Government of
-India. The Seccretariat pointed out that even a crore and 15 lakhs was mor¢
than what was due to a Province like Assam. I had to make to tell them
““You have got to make Assam a Province first and then alone can you compare
it with other Provinces’”. The institutions which we arc proposing to sct up
were such that any province worthy of that name must h:u‘c.; it in nl’.(l('l' that it
may be considered as a unit of India. We had to make special mention cven of
the backwardness of our people and many other things over which I do not
propose to take any more time. It was, however, ul.llmat('ly decided that
they would be paying us 1 crore and 69 lakhs :md. that in reference to the road
I have mentioned also money should not be spent from the Post-War grant. In
other words 1 crore and 60 lakhs would be the amount available for expenditure
on Post-War schemes that we had undertaken.

I do not like to take much time of the House by mentioning the assurance
which I received from the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India and the Deputy
Prime Minister. 1 told them that we could not actually carry on the adminis-
tration if there is any curtailment of these schemes. 1 also told them that these
schemes that we have undertaken were immediate, and I can give for the
information of the House that they are fully sympathetic to all of our aspirations ;
and what is more assuring is that they have definitely asked us not 1o abandon
any single scheme ; there may be postponement of schemes for a wl-nl(: In order
to adjust them to existing financial position. From all these generous assurances
it can be concluded that there is absolutely no reason wh_y we ?hOll]d abandon
any of those schemes. After discussion with the officers of the.Fm:mce Ministry
of the Government of India, I rcceived a letter from the Private Secretary to
the Hon’ble Prime Minister of which I would like to rcad out a paragraph only :

““As the Hon’ble Prime Minister has told already, the Government of India
entirely appreciate the difficulties that you have to face in Assam and desire
to help you by giving you the greatest possible consideration bearing in mind
of course the gravity overall cconomic difficulties and by taking a long-term
view of the whole matter.”

This came along with the information that our grant has been raised from
1 crore 15 lakhs to 1 crore 60 lakhs. But in actual practice we soon found that
even this sum of 1 crore 60 lakhs was not enough to meet all the cxpcl}diture that
we had incurred in the meanwhile upto 31st January last. The result is that some
of the amounts, that had to be paid thiz year, had to be carried over to the
next year. I think that amount would come to about 20 lakhs and odd amount.
In the same letter we were told that normally Assam should get 1 crore 25 lakhs
next year, but that it could be raised to 1 crore 60 lakhs only for 1949-50 as well.
You can very well understand now that while with the expenditure of 1 crore 80
lakhs, this year we could hardly meet our demands on contract works and many
other things such as the pay of the personnel, etc., how it will possible to carry on
with our Post-War schemes with 1 crore and 60 lakhs in the next year. That fact
was also particularly pointed out to the Hon’ble Prime Minister. On that he gave
us arnf assurance that towards the middle of this year or may be & little later, the
matter will again be given due consideration. On that understanding and
assumption the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has, as I have told you, put 2 crores
40 lakhs as Post-War receipt in his Budget from ’the Centre in the coming year.
So, this is the financial position in which we stand to-day. W€ must say, Sir,
that the authority at the top are extremely sympathetic. We must also not
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ignore financial position of the Government of India. 1 feel after all, Sir, that
there is the will to give us the necessary help. Therefore, if we do our part
of the work, namely, plan well and ecconomically and execute the work in an
efficient manner, I feel money will be forthcoming. Nevertheless a duty lies
on this Government as well as on the entire House, that is, we should be able
to tell unequivocally and unanimously of our difficulties and necessity of finances
from the Centre for our schemes. We have more than once pointed out that
Assam is not yet a province in the real sense of the word. The principle under
which the distribution is to be made to the different provinces cannot appl-y to
Assam in the present circumstances ; and on account of the special circumstances
in which Assam exists to-day, special consideration must be shown to this Province.
In view of that, Sir, the House can be one and give the Government authority
to convey the wishes of the House to make the demand in that manner.

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: On a point of information, Sir, has the
attention of the Hon’ble Prime Minister been drawn to a speech made by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister of the Government of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
in yesterday’s paper in which he has deprecated the idea that the provinces
should look to the Centre for more grants and he has asked the provinces to
stand on their own legs. This speech was made in Orissa and published
in yesterday’s newspaper. :

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I have not seen the
statement nor the terms in which itis concluded. However, all that I can say is
that whatever he has said is not necessarily applicable to Assam. I am sure, if
we can put our demands properly, the Centre will be reasonable enough to
consider the case of Assam specially.

I have not purposely touched the question of our right to get certain portion
of revenue on excise and export duty. ‘That of course will come for discussion
and settlement in the Constituent Assembly. All that I need say is that in view
of the new financial situation that has come into existence, a proper and more
equitable financial settlement is overdue. The Draft Constitution provides for
very many other things which may go in favour of the province .of Assam in the
way of strengthening its financial position. For example, there is provision for
financing schemes by the Government of India adopted by the Provincial Govern-
ments for the improvement of certain tribes which have been named in the new
Constitution, as also for development of backward areas. Grants for such purposes
will be in addition to the usual grants which may be forthcoming under the export
and excise duties. What I feel is that we should act concertedly with the
object of getting the highest benefit in this matter from the Government of

India.

(At this stage the Hon’ble the Speaker vacated the Chair and the Hon’ble Deputy
Speaker occupied it.)

Mr. LARSINGH KHY-I{IEM: Mﬂdam, Deputy Speaker, the Budget as
presented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister shows his intention to balance the
Budget, but this could not be done due to the financial injustice done to Assam by
the Central Government. So it i1s very difficult to meet all the development
schemes. Yet amidst all these difficulties the Government have already embarked
upon a bold step to open a University, a High Court, a Medical College, an Engi-
neering College, etc. 'These and other schemes prepared by Government go to
show their sincerity to do real work for the good of a common man. Amidst

*Speech not corrected,
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the encircling gloom we hope the Central Government shall come to our rescue in
the near future to meet the deficit. However, I congratulate the Finance Minister
for what he has done and is trying to do. Butone thing my constituency has
escaped the attention of the Government in comparison with others. So being a
backward areca my demand is that it deserves a special attention of the
Government in matters particularly education, communication, medical, agricul-
ture, etc. Thus I rise to make some observation and suggestions to which I hope
Government will give due consideration.

Agriculture.—The system of fertilisation by bonemeal was introduced in the
Jaintia Hills about 25 years ago by the Agriculture Department. So since its intro-
duction most of the waste lands, possible to be converted into wet rice culivation
hav.e be‘en converted. As a result 50 per cent. now arc h(‘inf_{ a permanent wet rice
cultivation and the rest is jhum cultivation. Of these wet rice cultivation 50 to 60 per
cent. are using bonemeal without which no yield is expected. The result is that
those fields that have been using bonemeal as a manure have to be left fallow if no
bone,mcal is available. The bonemeal question of last year and this year is
causing great anxiety to our people. Last year Government earmarked 8,000
maunds fOl‘ the KhaSI and Jaintia I’Ii”S at a C()“(;(;ssiun ratec, Hvllt nn]y onc contrac-
tor brought 4,000 maunds.” So people had to go to private dealers who charged
Rs.40 to Rs.45 per maund. As the price was exceedingly high they could not
a_ﬂ‘ord to purchase their full requirements. The result was that the production of
rice was less last year. This year the quantity have been raised to 12,000
maunds. But it is understood that bonemeal has not yet agrived. As you
know Jowai Subdivision needs 11,000 maunds of bonemeal being a rice growing
area. I am afraid the sowing season is drawing ncar, so il the bonemeal does
not arrive by the third week of this month serious consequences will arise
and tht_:reby impending starvation next year is expected. When such time
comes 1t would be a tremendous job for the Government. Bonemeal being
a controlled commodity, I cannot understand how some private dealers of
Shillong could manage to get bonemecal and are selling now at Rs.20 to Rs.o25
per maund, whereas Government fails to bring it. Representations to this effect
have been made but no action is taken I therefore suggest that serious steps
should be taken against those contractors not only forfeiting their sccurity but
s9};x_11<=:thmg more. And in the meantime Government should take the respon-
sibility to bring the bonemeal as mentioned carlier.

i Sufpb)'._-As. regards supply we are badly treated. Out of the monthly quota
%;vle%gfbﬂ;e District for the months of August to December 1948 which amounts
ks gl ées. my Subdivision is given only 194 bales. And out of the 90 per
only.lo crOI'I'ugated Iron sheets given to the District, Jowai Subdivision is given

A I;roucc}?t' Thig quota was raised to 20 per cent. from last moz_lth_
N il CIIIOW. our people in the border o['f:iyll}ct used to get their foodstufTs
PTT st? dried fishes, ctc., from Sylhet district. But since the Partition
leaves and othOPch' To add to this hardship the purchase of oranges, pan
to supply th(:;; things was also stopped. The people then moved Government
for sale in other rice from Shillong and to help them also to, divert their produces

markets, The 1 f ri to that area is very irregul

ey h it supply of rice to r ¥ gular.
';Iéc?vea:l?egg szrlrlle to Shillong many times in a month but even then they do not
ship to people quota, This not only causes great inconvenience and hard-

necessity. The it they have to find out a black market to meet their
Assam Bx aIPrtces in the black market is exceedmg_ly high. _
it is a pity thatwéys spoken of as a surplus province with regard to rice. But
i overnment could not feed their own people, whereas they have
besn a fesiil C¥POrt more than 70,000 tons of rice outside the province. Govern-
ment should take action ‘against those officers responsible for this unfair distribu-
tion and irregularity ang try to set up things right,
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Irrigation.—As stated earlier 50 per cent. of our cultivators are doing jhum cultl_-
vation. So as a result these people shift from one place to another. Th.erel‘orc t‘hls
practice is not only injurious to the forests but it causes flood and erosion, _wh}cb
is now a problem for the Government to solve it. I suggest more irrigation
grant be given to such people to encourage them to do permanent wet rice

cultivation. By doing so, we save our future generation and thereby the flood
control is also solved.

Public Works Department and Communication.—The construction of a High
School building at Jowai is an immediate necessity. I do not like to take
the time of this. Hon’ble House to explain its necessity as our Hon’ble Premier
and the Hon’ble Public Works Department Minister have seen it and have
sclected the site. This project was also included in the Budget of 1948-49.

But I cannot understand why it was not taken up. I suggest Government to
include the said project in 1949-50.,

Now I come to Dawki-Muktapur Road. In this road there are three rivers
which are impossible to cross during rainy season. The people of Satpator and
Lakadong Doloiships will be put into great difficulty and hardship in matters of
foodstufls, etc., if these rivers are not bridged before monsoon sets in. They
depend for their rice, etc., from Shillong. If Government cannot make a pucca

bridge, for the present I suggest temporary bridges be made to relieve these.
pecople.

General Administration.—The elephant nuisance is on the increase
subdivision especially in the interior villages.
vation of our poor villagers.

in the
They are doing havoc to the culti-
In the last harvest season there are some villagers

who could not get anything due to the depredation of these elephants and there
are some villagers who could get only half.

I would ask Government to check this clephant menace by increasing
Kheda and Mela operations and also to give guns to the villagers of the affected
areas.

Fducation.—Of the .d.cmands for grants for expenditure for 1949-50. Education
stands second. In addition a sum of about 6 lak] {

¢ 1s has been set apart ke over
all the Venture Schools especially those trapactitogia

: : : predominantly inhabited by tribal people.
In this respect 1 wish to inform the Hon’ble House that we ha);e no $cn£1re

Schools except those belonging to the Welsh Mission. I most earnestly appeal to
Government to open their own primary Schools in the Jaintia Hills asy t}?e used
to do befb}‘e:._ In order to make all the works and schemes of Goverfl S
successful, it is necessary to have officers who will have sympathy with such
principlesHHofﬁcers who are honest and sincere with high ideal ofP ser\?;ce.

Lastly I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister for Ed
the Sohkha Middle English School and the Hon’
opening a new dispensary.

ucation for provincialising
ble Minister for Medical for

With these few words, Mad

am, I beg to resume my seat.

aulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KAHSEM: D
before I take part in the Budget discussion I would T

] G > like to bring to your notice
onc particular point, that is the Budget as presented to the House gi_s fu){l of errors
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and it has become impossible to study. Moreover, the Budget requires a great
deal of time for study. It did not reach me up to 4th March and it also did not
reach my home. . So, in future, Madam, the Budget at least should reach us
at least 14 days ahead so that we can conveniently take part in the Budget
discussion.

*The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: Madam, the Budget, asa
matter of fact, was posted by air to every hon. member on the 20th of February,
1949,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KAHSEM: Then, Madam, through mis-
take it has not reached me and I have taken it from hcrc.. On the 5th March
I started for Shillong and up to 4th March | did not get it,

Now, Madam, I quite agree with the Hon’ble Finance Minister why
he wants to make a demand for increased grant from the Centre. 1 sincerely
appreciate the difficulties which he is facing. 1 thank the Hon’ble Finance Minis-
ter and the Hon’ble Premier on behalf of myself and also on behalf of the people
of my constituency for taking so much trouble to have increased grant from
the Centre. It is not humanly possible to make more cfforts than that.

The Hon’ble the Finance Minister wants that the schemes that have already
been taken up should be taken up and therefore he has given us a deficit
Budget. But Madam, you know that ours is a Province which has got an
annual revenue Or a}Jout 5 crores (J[ ]'ur)l'(fs rough])’, but duc to llis Cﬂbl‘ts in
materialising the schemes already started, though by slow degrees, he had to
borrow Rs.2! crores for financing the scheme for procurement and distribution
of yarn and cloth and also two crores of rupees in Treasury Bills.  In the Budget
he has actually  estimated 77 lakhs beyond what has been sanctioned by the
Centre. Over and above this he has shown a deficit of Rs.60 lakhs and a])
these bring to an amount of 5 crores and 87 .]akhs of rupces, that is the
province is running a debt of 5 crores 87 lakhs of rupces while the province’s
annual revenue receipt is less than 5 crores of rupees. I"ht? Province cannot
borrow so much money and the Hon’ble 'the Fman.cc Minister hag pointed
out that actually he has got this amount with great difficulty.

Now, he is raising the taxation alrady lcwgd. It shows that in the near
future wec cannot have increased revenue, neither the Centre will be in a
position 1o give us adequate money, as we expect. So, how far will it be
possible for the Provincial Government to continue the schemes from next
year, or say, from 1951 ? It should also be borne in mind that the loan money
will have to be repaid too. So, I think we should have cut our ¢gat
according to - our cloth and not ventured so much.

Then, Madam, the Hon’ble Finance Minister also stated that some more
money would be required for giving full eflect to the Pay Committee’s recoms-
mendations. Really T am astonished that while the Fay Committee’s report
was published in May last it could not be given eflect to in time because the
Heads of Departments did not submit their reports.  The Pay Committee’s
recommendations were meant for giving relief to the low-paid employces. What
was the necessity for it, if prompt redress could not be given ?  This is really
a sign of ineflicient administration.

Then, Madam, my Friend, the Finance Minister, stated that the Government
of India had approved his scheme for a railway line from Dudnoi to Siju for
exploration of the coal mine there. As I had already pointed out in March
last, and T again assert it to-day, that this scheme of having a railway line

from' Dudnoi to Sijuis nota very sound one, and the expenditure that will be
required will not be commensurate with the benefit which will be obtained by

*Speech not corrected.
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the people at large. You know, Madam, the Hon’ble Finance Minister said

that he was taking the line to Siju with a view to enable the people of the
(i:n'n Hills to bring their commodities to

markets in this part of the pro-
Vince. If thisis a fact, this line will serve no uscful purpose.  The plains
bortion of the Garo Hills mainly produces such things as chillies and other
Perishable commodities. These cannot be brought to this side of the

Province for sale.  If Pakistan do not purchase them they will get rotten. Then,
t_lllS line will not connect \'i“;\gcg) it will oo ()I]I.Y 1]1!’01]{.}.’11 hills and l'OCks, and

' anything is exported it will only be stones and lime which will serve no
human purpose

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : ;
Madam. This construction is' entirely in the hands of the Centre, and I do not
know whether any benefit will accrue to anybody by discussing about it in this
House. The more proper thing for my Friend to do would be to ask the Assam

Members of the Constituent Assembly to put forward his point of view in the
Central Assembly.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM :
Premier, butin view of the fact that the
Finance Minister

that line would n
Goalpara Distr

On a point of order,

I quite agree with the Ho’nble
line was suggested by the Hon’ble
I want to convince him, as well as the Hon’ble Premier, that

Ot serve our purpose. I am reading outa Resolution of the
ict Congress Committee on this subject :
““An extract from the proceeding

s of the Working Committee held on 9th
January 1949 at Goalpara Congress Bhawan, under

: . the Presidentship of
Shri Khagendra Narayan Nath, President, District Congress Committee, Goal-
para,

The people of Goalpara Subdivision long felt for and had been a

for a Railway line through Goalpara town. As the external and internal
communication of this

subdivision is very poor and as a result this subdivision
18 most backward one in this province.

The only Railway station in this subdivision is Bongaigaon which is 24
miles from the town and that too

¢ : after crossing the river Brahmaputra. A
Raijlway line in .and through Goalpara assumed more importance with the
advent of Swaraj and subsequen

: . _ t partition of India both economically and
strategically. The immense industrial and comunercial resources of the Garo Hills

should be tapped and utilised for the industrialisation and economic regeneration
of India asa whole. The Garo Hills is Just in the border of Goafpara and
a part of the Hills is within this subdivision and a business relation between the
people of Goalpara and the Garo Hills has Dbee

n continuing from long past.

From the strategic point of view one point is sufficient to stress that this
District is just on the border of East Pakistan.

That the authority had realised it was proved by the fact that a full

contingent of Railway staft along with Engineers surveyed the river condition,
etc., and chalked out a plan of a new Rail

: way line connecting Bongaigaon
with Pandu through Goalpara town with a bri S SEE

gitating

. B dge over the Brahmaputra between
Pancharatna and Jogighopa......... <
The Deputy SPEAKEB: . Order, order. Ags the Hon'bie: Premicianng
already stated, this is outside the scope of our discussion. The hon. Member
will please pass on to other things. :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: I am passing on to other
things, Madam. I only wanted to draw attention that the Goalpara District
Congress at a meeting resolved that this Railway line should be in and through
Goalpara. ; : :
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Then, Madam, there is some difficulty Ilbt?l.ll the t'7~'!']",""i”"”|‘_“’. -tli“u:i:::'i
mine. Our Provincial Government will have little to do with _"“(:-""l. t'ul;
in the Garo Hills. The provisions at pages 182-183 of the “'}’ (.‘"fff _'I“‘ :l-nt
- lay down that *9.(1) No licence or lease shall be granted ]”{ i £ "’,"'_’ ”l: =
of Assam for the purpose of prospecting for, or the EESCUOn N ! g itk
any area comprised within an autonomous district, save in consultation w
the District Council for that district.

(2) Such share of the royalties accruing each year from l"""_"'"f" or leases ll‘"'
the purpose of prospecting for, or the extraction of, minerals ‘“'”"‘fd _l.’?' ““’f
Government of Assam in respect of any area within an autonomous ‘dlhll.u,l :yl-
may be agreed upon between the Government of Assam and the District Cy unct

of such district shall be made over to that Distri®@ Council.”
So, Mad

am, we cannot expect any income under our provincial l.}”""l_ 01
that account. It is therefore really risky to borrow so much money for this...

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: On a pm:nl of ir:f'r:-l-|11:ltit)!!,
Madam_ Where js the proposal that this money for the railway project will
be borrowed by the Government ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : I have been misunderstood by
the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 1 said that the income expected from prospec-
ting the coal

mines in the Garo Hills would go to the District Council and not
come to us.

Then, I\/Iadam, I think much care has not been given to t!_“’ fl—'illl'l“lg n{_thc
Budgeting sige. At page 13 the Budget should have been Rs.45 lakhs as revised
nstead of only Rs.35 lakhs, as shown, because there is no reason for fall at this
stage. Again, at Page 17, Forests, item No.2 should have been Rs.70 lakhs
and not Rs.45 lakhs because roaylty has been increased, and with the restora-
tion of the Previous

> . g v ) 1
; normal situation more timber is being expor ted to Pakistan
and other Provinces,

The Hon’hle Syris ' : 4l hon. Member got
the correction rijut BISHNU RAM MEDH]: Has the

Members ? slip * that has been printed and distributed to all the hon.

Maulav; MUy » got it.
Now, 1 come AMMAD ABUL KASHEM : I have go

" b Diquitous distribution of money i diflerent departments.
%‘{r’t aftffzrllall the schemes are formulatgél ?‘Lrotfhe “bencfit of the people in Assam.
irs ofa > We haye o see whether our ople will remain alive to enjoy the
fruits of thege things & tuberculosis hpﬁ}f spreading like wild fire,” but
st Ftep sworth thye 1ame has been taken to c:aZd' eetr; F As a result from a survey
Enf ourdwar_ds in the Jorha Fatn kg s rr 1(:?lt }I{a'vc been found to have been
infected with tubercy]osis germs and ir?cwﬁzle. of India it appears about 25
ing from T, B, and 5 lakhs are dying lfllogl this
year and oyr Provincia] share will not be very Srl?sa:; div:f? gfxﬁ‘
T € m
energy first t'?.treat the Personssirt‘::,zk eoc{“ ‘l];;zrl'?tBI ogfrlll(-l taslfé v:ldequa? steps 30
é IncCreage, el : iverted towards
this cause and if j; i, consideredm:fgy ’ihmﬂd have ?iﬁf;tg then, I would
suggest to the Hon’bje Finance Minisyo. f}?leme of topupttcd to other depart-
ments should he Curtailed and speng . At money a od prevention of this
fell disease. In the Reid Chest st eradication a_ml to find that only
5 beds have bee i e SO0, SUTPLISEL i

Who come for diagnosing th?‘ bdlc?leasier:
Ing  the digease. Increasc ol beds
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thousands and not in terms of one or two would rénder help. So, I strongly
urge that money from other heads be diverted for this purpose. I would
suggest that a sum of 11 lakhs of rupees now proposed to be given from tl}c Post-
War reconstruction grant to the Forest Department should be given to this head
because the Forest Departiment has already got rupees 8 lakhs for its improvement ;

so there will be immense benefit to keep the people alive by diverting the -'
11 lakhs.

From the Publicity Department we may get half the amount. Publicity,
so far seen, do not serve any useful purpose to the people but only publish
the activities of the Government

From the Agriculture Department we can get some

money because though
Agriculture 1s an important department,

it is not doing any work towards the

benefit of the masses.

From the Civil Works, we can take a substantial amount because of the
amount of Rs. 50 lakhs which is provided for constructing big buildings, etc.,
can - be easily diverted for providing buildings for hospitals and more beds for
the patients. Thisis an important question to be considered that if one man
is infected in a family, he ‘will spread the disease within six months to the
whole=of ‘his " family.: If - we. - allow this:. T. B. to spread without ob-

struction, then of course there will be no cause to fear about the deficit in the
Budget because lakhs of people will die within

a short time in the Province. (Hear,
frear). Also we can get money from the road communication grant of rupees 30
lakhs. We can leave half the amount

: for road ctommunication and take the other
half for the T. B. scheme. If we do not take the warning in time; we must

My humble suggestion to the H
taxing the people more, if we
wise, we should see whether
Department, It appe
is spending  almost all

on’ble Finance Minister is that instead of
are not in a position to raise the revenue other-
we can Increase  our revenue  from  the Forest
ars from the Budget figures that the Forest Department
the revenue realised {rom this Department.

The work of the Embankment and Drainage Department 1s not at all

satisfactory and we have not been given any benefit so far, Here, I may
point out to the Hon’ble Finance Minister 3

: 3 that in 1946, I sent a proposal for
some embankment work in the South Bank of Dhubri  Sub.division to save
that area from the ravages ol erosion and flopg. Thatgs a thickly populated
area. An enquiry was actually taken

: : °n - place in 1947, but I have not got any
further information about any action taken.. Tt has- been surely thrown into

the waste-paper basket. Is it because that Government should not do bene-
fieial work to the public ? An area having a population of ahoyt 1 lakh 25
thousand is not getting a chance of having an embankment, had a talk with
the officer who investigated it and he said that there was really the need of
an embankment there, but T do not know aboy

t his report, 3

1 want to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Finance Minijster thatithe

Agriculture Department is being maintained pot for public purposes. Either

it should be stopped altogether, or officers should be changed wholesale. or dras-

tic actions should be taken against them as they are all the "criminals.

It is well known, Sir, that the Department i there to hell; then e
In South-Salmara last year owing to f]

0l { ood the People were left in a miserable
condition and agricultural loan of Rs. 3 lakhs have been distributed to culti-

vators and in September Session it has been reminded that seeds should be
distributed to these people because no cr

surprised . to hear that th _ » this year up till
now they have not been able to supply any seed, with the resul that the magni=
tude of their suffering will be u

5
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damage caused by the flood and this year their damage is t‘..ltl:!'t.l Itf.' ‘\til::;
Department of Agriculture (Laughter), because no cultivator got .H:" K :
seed for cultivation. They neglected it in such a way that I cannot 1r:n.z-f.:-1<]‘t. e
consequence. Isitnot the duty of the Department to scc thal the publicis
benefited ? The Hon’ble Minister will kindly see that cither this I)‘r'p::rllnrl?t
really works, or save the money ‘spent on this Department by abolishing this
Dcp_artmcnt altogethere (Laughter). - oy _ - oid

I sincerecly believe, Madam, that our Finance f\lnu_f»;u:l has lu.d]'}. taken
sympathetic ideals in his action and that he has got full ?\'\'Ill!!‘gll.l\' with the
political sufferers. May we not expect that the same »;}‘mp.ul.a,- -_._-,|1.}". extens
ded ‘to the League sufferers also ? The League -.nlif'-rr-l-:th-m-,,r_h they h;‘\.—f‘
taken a different ideology, yet they faught also for the mrltf;u_'z_!-lc-mt«: of India
as a whole.

*The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: On a point of information
Madam, we know that the League has since been dissolved.

Maualavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : I am speaking of the League
sufferers of the past, Madam. We should get some sympathy from him. He
has been trying to compensate for guns confiscated and alsoin some cases he
has returned guns of the persons concerned. May we not c.\.‘lu':t'.l that the same
thing should be done to those League sufferers whose guns have cither been confis-
cated or taken by the Government or have been kept with them or whose licenses
have been cancelled ? 1 think some consideration will  be received from  him
for those people also. 1In case he finds that the people cannot still be trusted,
then T would request him to make an enquiry by some responsible  oflicers to
see¢ whether the time has come to return their-guns also. T would also request
him not to depend too much on the police report alone but T suggest that an
endquiry by some responsible officers be held. i

g Ityis rZally gl‘ati?;ir:gb ::'0 note Madam, that the Hon’ble Revenue  Minister
has issued instructions to the Deputy Commissioner for providing lands to the
erosion or flood affected people of Sibsagar and North Lakhimpur. Ts it too
much to expect from him that such instructions be issued also to the Deputy
Commissioner, Goalpara to provide lands to thosc people who have it
forced to evict ecither by erosion or flood ? I have brought this matter to his
notice for the last three years and he is convinced that the people are really in
great difficulty, I think during his visit to those areas he will surely do what
is needed for the people there. I may also remind him that orders were passed
for giving one thousand bighas of land in the CGhapor1 land in Phulbari Mouza

in the South-Salmara thana to the flood affected people. But those orders have
been cancelled. X

¢ The Deputy SPEAKER: The hon. Member has exceceded his
ime,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : I won’t take any more time
of the House, Madam, but lastly 1 would request Government through the

Hon’ble Revenue Minister to redress the grievances of the people which I have.

just now ‘mentioned. &
With these words, Madam, I resume my seat.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Doesany hon. Member want to take
epart ?  What about Mr. Phookan ?

#*Speech not correted,
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Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Actually T do not want to make any
speech today, Madam. I have already collected some facts and figures from the
old proceedings to place them before the House. I have spoken about 1t to the
Hon’ble Speaker this morning that I may be given time to speak on Thursday
morning at the beginning and besides the two hon. Members who want to speak
have not come. So, I beg your pardon, Madam, that I want to speak on Thurs-
day morning.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Maulavi Abdul Halim.

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM : 1 shall speak on the day after tomorrow,
Madam. -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Then wecome to the next item in the
Agenda—that is election to the Public Accounts Committee.

(Voting for election of members to the Public Accounts Committee then
took place inside the Chamber).

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.M., on Thursday the 17th. March,
1949, :

N
-

SHILLONG : R. N. BAR,UA,
The 12th May, 1949. Secretary, Assam Legislative Asssmbly,

A.G.P. (L.A.) No.4/49—118—17-5-1949. . @



