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Proceedings of the Sixth Session of the Second Assam Legislative

Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935 as adapted.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 A.M., on Thurs-
day, the 24th March 1949.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, . the eight
Hon’ble Ministers and forty-cight Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Kampur Railway Station Incident
Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI asked :

*7. (@) Are Government aware of the incident of the 30th September, 1948
in Kampur Railwav Station wherein a section of the Railway Police force after
entering into a railway compartment maltreated the passengers including the
ladies '

() If so, what action has been taken in the matter ?

The Homn’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

7. (a)—Government are aware of an incident at Kampur on the date
mentioned, but the Police concerned were members of the Assam Police Battalion
and not of the Railway Police.

: \ ) A minor fracas occurred through the men endea-
vouring to force their way into an overcrowded compartment, but it is not the
case that any ladies or other passengers wer

¢ deliberately maltreated.
(£)—An enquiry was held at once, Y reated

4 the Havildar 1n ChaI‘ e f tl t
has been removed and other disciplinary action has been taken. ge of the party

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Will the Hon’ble Mi

nister b 1 d to

state whether the reply is given on the report of the Railway authoritices%ease
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: No Sir, the reply is based

on the report of the Police officers.._ I RCTS

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Siry 1T myself was’
the railway compartment and some railway pfﬁcials came t
asked me to go and see how the passengers including the ]
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon.

statement.

pPresent at that time in
O my compartment and
adies were maltreated.

Member should not make a

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Sir,is it not a fact that e
persons were taken to the Station Master’s room and they were treated by the
Railway doctor there on the spot and their statements were taken by the Railway
authorities ? )
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNTJRAM MEOHI: The enquiry could not be
made then and there. Our Superior Police Officers got information alterwards.
1Tf there is any allegation that some people were treated by the Railway doctor
‘then that is not the subject matter of the question. If any definite information
«ould be given of the persons who were injured then, that matter will be looked
in to again.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOIL: 247 Tsas (FlA (2% (7
““the men endeavouring to force there way into an overcrowded com-
partment” ; cFifFats Atcz ©fs CTEACA AR E i

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁ’f police
battalions fFsatw 7isiz | As 1 have already stated, 'th'c .Havﬂdar in
charge of the Party has been removed and other disciplinary action
has been taken.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOIL: = i7{a I& T2MCT T (q
T 12 AAtSrdTs FRETAT @, 9F, 9¢ IifET ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI _511‘= I want _ﬂOtiC(_i about
that, Regarding the persons who were actually injurcd at that time, it would
have been better if the M L.A’s had sent a report to me or the Government oy
to the Inspector General of Police, Superintendent of Police or the Deputy Com.
missioner.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GDGOIL: 4% enquiry 7 a1 gt
Czfga ?

The Hon'ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, I have already replieq
that the enquiry was made by our Superior Police Oflicers.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 12 71703 [159_ @7, 9=, g
sts Eaifrs wifem s @ 75as @agm F54w2 oig AEE, A S5t
ffxatea 7ty eafga o ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM ME DHI: SIS fores
¥, @71, @ Ao (FAS T stgd ey q AfFGT AT e A1 T4F 3.
sAtacal attention draw =@ mifss | Sir, it was clear that the persong
concerned were examined by the Police Officer and as a result of the
enquiry reports were submitted and action taken on such repor,

Srijut BHADRA KANFTA GDGOI: TATT TA TET  qig
A T FICT (T 9 TBAIS wotarFr AfzaAr qiF YL T 3 e Afs 4T wiafee

The How’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I will make an enquiry
if names of the ladies alleged to be injured are supplied to Government,

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : wfitz_ (770 91 Fons fe
F41 o frem AT T2 Wt T AR wetaiz 98 [T BT FR97 fafivg
gB1 7 77 | Sfe Sba Ated 17 U I 5179 TAT (2T3—43751 97 serious
FA 1

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, these are rather ela-
borate discussions.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
ment.

413

The hon. Member is making - a state-

Thke Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI:
the hon. Member whether he sent any re

Sir, may I know from
Commissioner with regard to this incide

port to the Government or to the Deputy
nt ¥

Sriju¢ NILMANI PHOOKAN :
Government.

Sir, I had no reason to inform the
about it.

- It was the duty of the railway authorities and police who knew all-
It was expected that they would do their duty and as (€Y have failed

and concocted the reply to the Government, it is a serious thing. I would request

the Hon’ble Speaker to kind ly allow adjournment of the House for a general discus-

sion on this matter.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: How it has become a

serious thing ? The facts were not brought to the notice of the Government or to
the Deputy Commissioner.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: The facts were recorded by the Railway
authoritites.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Mr. Phookan wants to have a general
discussion on this matter. But in view of the reply given by the Hon’ble Minis-
ter-in-charge that the matter was enquired into, and the persons at fault were
taken to task and removed and disciplinary actions have been taken against
them, and in view of the fact that the Hon’ble Minister in charge also stated—if

a further enquiry about this matter, pressed he will look into it, I don’t think any
general discussion is necessary.,

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: At any rate a general discussion is
necessary.

The Homn’ble the SPEAXER: The hon. Member may do well, as the
Hon’ble Minister says, to send a report to the Hon'ble Minister on this matter.
Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOL: @ii7 97 Baqs (sfa) 2@
(3 9T z1fgEmiaF remove F41 (2CE o

¥ disciplinary action cat@1 ¢z03 |
Ftaga disciplinary action i1 =ty wifw #ficatea ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Itis not available. If the
hon. Member wants. I will give him the information,

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: 1?2 s @eery winfigme [
3 statement "=ifgm crzfifa 4% At ¢ ~

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI
&t g 5% enquiry fam1 I will make enquiries about this, but
I am not going to commit myself to anything. Itis known to the

M. L.As that there is no reason why I should not make an enquiry
M case specific details are supplied to Government.

s 3fr FfAfE

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Sir, T want to

...............

The How’ble the SPEAKER : Order, Order, I cannot allow Mr. Phookan
to make a statement,
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Assam Mauzadars’® Association
Moyz. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN asked :

*8. (a) Isitafact that a deputation of Ali-Assam Mauzadars’ Association
waited upon the Hon’ble Revenue Minister in his (Gauhati residence in December
1947 for the redress of their grievances ?

(b) Isit a fact that the Hon’ble Revecnue Minister gave them some
assurances to increase the rate of commission, that is to increase 10 per cent.
upto an amount of Rupees twenty thousand ? .

(¢) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Revenue Minister gave further assurance
to grant a permanent peon to the Mauzadars for the whole year round in place
of three months as is the practice now ?

. (d) Isit a fact that the Hon’ble Revenue Minister assured them to extend
the time limit of paying final kist till the 30th June when the Revenue year closes
in place of 31st May ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEUHI replied :
8. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The deputationists were told that if the Mauzadars unanimously
made a proposal for raising the rate ol commission of L0 per cent. upto Rupeces
twenty thousand, on condition that the entirc demand was paid in full by the 31s¢

- May, Government would examine the proposal.

(¢)—No.
(d)—No.

Srijut DALBIR SING LOHAR : 9> C=3 fowats ATt wmiy
< e @ 20,000 B CF @Al S0 b g W YE AT ety
TFEE Opl ME ©ld TAs  @Emwd  awed aeed edIe Teisl T %
T oif¥plE T otz diatta awae 9te a4 @b AT a2

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : a3t5 ¥4 o5 st
O CZ0T | 7T MRCSR Wi cifS ¢i9 oz atgy AAd {Apea Wi GEE 4
T 1% FACH WrpvT-aaida Am digiaia_instalment atfs i ezeg
aiF (18 AT T AW cxrg | ogw wiz @iiEcAR flood @S T I @Iy
FIACY G2 TMTA PGS T o catarf | cofonte Aratm ST T IR
the mauzadars should give up the job.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 7w Tl ST wpory
% A, 9> 27 (TS fePt irerlatca Atetl ca® 3 AR ¢

The Homn’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I want proper notice for
that.

Srijut KHORSING TERANG: a7 ¥ Gleqmiz stz
S GIYIeIa TFACF] @ReA T So pice Fg i T 2

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHE : I want notice of that.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: As regards (¢) the answer of the
Hon’ble Minister was ‘no’, but when the Hon’ble Minister did not give any
assurance may I request the Government that due to the nature of hard work
to be performed by the Mauzadars will Government consider that ?
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The Homn’ble Srijut BISZINURAM MEDHTI : No ; the whole idea of deput-
ing a peon for execution of Distress Warrant the mauzadar is for a period when
rally distress warrants are issued. Some of the Mauzadars are authorised to issue
distress warrants and peons are deputed to protect tenants from illegal harassment.
The Peon is supplied to him not to serve as his orderly but for helping him in
execution of Distress Warrant for three months. The question of extension of three
months as a special case is considered in individual cases.

Srijut CHANOO KHERIA: g¢33t7 aftw 15t smigs  @reiwla
AR SlElal-cFaldt izt Aot w59 | W wiE  dighn feta @la
MYTF qald At |1 @ afor %) fFiw fots e ez fae s
“Fea’’ atata sifad @ el ot 37w i@ ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : @8 % 73 aisic |
CHEbe tewtd Al catg | Notice ffitsr @2 vy T8 39 creled |
Notice fitsr local officer 3 #a1 4w wifa i oAt | T AT Tledi
RITATH notice fiear T2 473t @ife 9 sitfzcaczes™ | ST Aol cetsa
EfI4 2@ AFiT G IS I step = Al |

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: afv 781 a1 wimritacs
it AR @2 2 AadrIees wteica afT 2

The Hom’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: ¢ fyw 9ify
et |

Srijut CHANOO KHERIA: «% THH 3T cigivia =i 95
afF6 @ sfadcachta resolution #siZcE Y Wi |

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: sgdticed (stazal
resolution ceffa =i% |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : «@3th 797 o0 | @3 Ry ofd-
CIeBF TAlA SAes 18 Ixf@a & g7 a9 |

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Publication of Britta-Manjari of Mahamahopadhyaya Dhireswar
Acharya

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

49. Will Government be pleased to refer to the reply to

Unstarre i
No.16 asked by the Questioner on the 11th March during the Bugggt %l:;ss‘;:)?ln
1948 (at page 25 of the Assembly Proceedings, 1948) and state—what progress, if
any, has been made in the matter of publication of the Britta-Manjari of Maha-
mahopadhyaya Dhireswar Acharya ? 3

Srijut  MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Pas
Secretary) replied - (Parliamentary

49.—The transcript being compared with the ori
‘been made ready and

from differrent presses,

e original, the press copy has
estimates of the cost of printing the book have been asked
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government be pleased to
state whether the preparation of the biography of the author has been com-
pleted ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): Itis being prepared.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :  When may we expect the complete
preparation ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): As soon as the printing of the book commences.

 Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: If the biography be not madec
ready the publication of the book may take a long time.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This1s a hypothetical question.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government be pleased to
state whether the book is proposed to be printed in Devanagri or Assamese
script ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): Devanagri.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : May I request the hon. Questioner
to please give an idea of the book ?

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Iam surpriscd to hear this question
from the hon. gentleman. The matter of publication of the Brltta_-Manj.ari i%
being discussed in this hon. House since ]9:?'?. I‘f my hon. Fr;en_ld 1S stil]
ignorant, I can give him the information outside “this hon. House instead of
wasting valuable time here.

Construction of a Public Works Departiment Road from Nowth Lakhim.
pur to Sonarighat

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA asked :

. 90. (a) Are Government aware of the disabilitics and inconvenicnces from
which the people of North Lakhimpur Subdivision are suffering from being placed

as a Subdivision with headquarters at Dibrugarh without making provision for -
direct communication tacilities ? 7

(6) Do Government propose to consiruct a 4 ub!i_c Works Depariment
Road from North Lakhimpur to Sonarighat and make 1t motorable and g0

arrange proper ferry crossing of the Brahmaputra by steamer within reasonable
time ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied 3
50- (d)—-'YCS.

(b)—The work for making the Road motorable will proceed as funds may
permit, There is already existing a power driven boat ferry.

Government will examine the question of establishing a steam ferry
if the traffic justifies it.
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Sales Tax Return

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked :

51. (a) Isit a fact that half-yearly return for sales tax is demanded on the
financial year basis ? ]

(b) If so, are Government aware that it causes unnecessary trouble to the
dealers concerned ?

(¢) Do Government propose to demand the sales t

ax returns according to
accounting vear of the dealers as is done by

the Central Income-tax Authorities ?

The How’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replicd :
51. {(a)—Yes.

(b)—~Government have no information.

(¢)—The suggestion will be considered.

Oil-cake and Rice Bran (Gura)

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked:

52. (a) Are Government aware that oil-cake and rice bran (Gura)

. are
mainly used for cattle ?
(h) If so, do Government propose to exempt the same from the operation
of Sales Tax like other foodstufls ? -
The. Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :
52. (a)—Oil-cake and rice bran (Gura) may be used as cattle food but
oil-cake is mainly used as a fertiliser. :

- ())—Government do not consider the exemption necessary.
Bovine Pleuro-Pneumonia
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

53. Will Government be pleased to refer to the replies to Unstarred Ques-
tion No. 225(c), (d) and (e a§k€d by the Questioner during the Budget
Session of the Assembly, 1948 (vide Assembly Debates of the 3rd April 1948 at
page 861) and state—

(@) Whether the amount of Rs.1,02,000 allotted by the Central Govern-
ment to this Government for combating Bovine Pleuro-PneumOnia
in the Province has been spent ?

(6) If so, when and how?

{¢) If not, why not and whether the money has since been lapsed ?

The How’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR

53." (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.
(¢)-—For want of Veterinary graduates,

replied ;

‘The amount has not .lapsed.
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Srijut GAURL KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government be pleased to
state whether the existing Veterinary Staff can discharge the duties in connection
with combating Bovine Pleuro-Pneumonia ? If they can do so, cannot they
be engaged in that duty on payment of some remuneration out of the grant of the
Government of India ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : It will be im-
possible because our Veterinary Surgeons are already more busy than they ought
to be because we ar€ short of doctors.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Is ‘it not the duty of the Veterinary
graduates to treat Bovine Pleuro-Pneumonia ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: I think it is a
question of expert opinion ; whether Veterinary Assistant Surgeons are qualified
or not, I am not in a position to say.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Are we to understand that our
Veterinary graduates are not capable of treating Bovine Pleuro-Pneumonia ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL, MATLIB MAZUMDAR : A reply cannot
be given without any expert opinion whether our Veterinary graduates are
capable or not.

Srijut GAURL KANTA TALUKDAR: Then do Government propose to
get some trained men from outside the Province for the execution of this
scheme ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: We have not
got men from outside the province. The Council of Agricultural Research
supplied us with a list and they requested us to appoint some from that ljst
In consultation with the Public Service Clommission we made some appointments;
and referred the matter to the Indian Council of Agricultural Research whether
they should be willing to accept the offer under the conditions and circumstances
We have not yet heard anything from them. )

Famine-stricken condition of the Hill Tribes of Subansiri Area ang
Balipara Frontier Tract

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA asked :

54. (@) Are Government aware of the famine-stricken condition of the
Hill Tribes of Subansiri Area and Balipara Frontier Tract due to the devas.
tation and destruction of paddy and maize by ratsin the months of May anqg
June 1948 ?

(b) Isit a fact that only a sum of Rupees four thousands was gap.
tioned for giving relief to the people ?

(c) Was the attention of Government and the department concerpeq
drawn to the press reports and letters from responsible persons praying for imme.
diate steps for giving relief to these people ?

(d) Are Government aware that some of these people met prematype

deaths due to malnutrition ? .
(¢) Are Government aware that these people had tolive on roots ang

herbs due to want of paddy and maize ?
(f) Will Government be pleased to state whether they received any
direction from the Central Government to give appropriate help to these people ?
(g) If so, what help, if any, Was extended to these people by the Provin-

cial Government ?

o
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI] replied :

54. (a)—Consequent on the flowering of a particular species of bamboo,
there was an unusual increase in the population of the rats in the Dafla Hills of the
Balipara and Subansiri Areas, during the months April to August 1948. These
rats have been responsible for the devastation of vast stretches of paddy and
maize crops and also for the destruction of whatever reserve food-stocks the
Daflas had kept in store, thus causing famine conditions to prevail in these areas.

(b)—No. A sum of Rs.6,200 has been sanctioned so far, by way of
gratuitous relief.

(¢)—Yes. Government have been receiving reports from time to time,
both from the Political Officer and other sources on the famine conditions in
these arcas and the need for relief.

(d)--No reports have reached Government,

(e)—No reports to this effect have been received from official sources,
but the facts as stated are quite believable in the circumstances. It may, how-
ever, be stated that roots and wild fruits form part of the Daflas’ diet even
in normal times.

(f )—No specific directions have been received from the Central
Government. But all the relief measures referred to have Dbeen undertaken
under orders of His Excellency the Governor, who functions as the Agent of the
Dominion Government for the Administration of these Tribal Areas.

(g)—The administration of these areas being the responsibility of the
Dominion Government, all the cxpenditure incurred on relief operation has been
met from Central funds. It was not considered necessary for the Provincial
Government to undertake any separate relief measures.

G. L. Sheets quota in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills District
Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM asked :
55. (a) Are Government aware th

given for the District of Khasi
to the Jowai Subdivision ?

at out of the 90 per cent. of C. I. sheets
and Jaintia Hills, only 10 per cent. were allotted

(b) Ifso, why ?
(¢) Do Government propose to take necessary steps so that at least

35 per cent. out of the said 90 per cent. be given to meet the needs of the Jowal
Subdivision' ?

Srijut BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary)
replied :

55. (a)—Previously 60 per cent. of the district quota was placed at the
disposal of the district authorities and the allotment was— ]
10 per cent. for Jowai Subdivision

and o
50 per cent. for Shillong Subdivision.

. But at present 90 per cent. of the district quota is at the disposal of the
district authoritics and the allotment is—

20 per cent, for Jowai Subdivision.
70 per cent. for Shillong Subdivision,
(b)—Does not arise.”

(€)—The suggestion of the hon. Member will be examined.
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Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM : With regard to (@), may I know, when was
the quota increased ?

Srijut BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
1 am sorry, Sir, I cannot give the exact date.

Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM: How was the allotment made ?  Was it on
a population basis ?

Srijut BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
Generally it is made on a population basis /)lfu the speg:lal nc(_;ds of particular
places. ‘For example, for a town like Gauhati some special consideration has got
to be made.

Withdrawal of Salt Control Order

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA asked:

56. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons why the Salt Con.
trol Order was withdrawn immediately after it was promulgate ] ?

(b) Are Government aware that this control and decontrol order led ¢
scarcity and exhorbitant rise in price of salt in some of the Subdivisions of the
Province ?

(¢) Are Government aware that such changes of orders without assigy.
ing reasons thereof lead to various speculations in the minds of people ;nd
that the workers find it extremely difficult to explain these situations ?

Srijut BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretar)
replied : y

56. (@)—Salt is still a controlled commodity under the A. CG. C. D. Order
1946. Restriction on Import Into the Province and movement within thé
Province were only withdrawn in accordance with the Government policy of

gradual decontrol as adopted in January 1947, vide Press Note No.SD.-243/47
dated 29th January, 1947. gkt

(6)& (¢)—Do not arise.

Srijut BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) ‘
Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your permission I want to make a slight modification tc; '
the answer 56(a). Instead of “the A. C. C. D. Order”, it should be ‘the Assap,
Controlled Commodities Distribution Order’’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Yes, Government should avoid

abbreviations. thcsa

Lower Primary School situated in the compound of Akbarpu
Agriculture Farm in Karimganj

Maulana MD. MUFAZZAJ. HUSSAIN asked:

57. (a) Are Government aware that there is @ Lower Primary School situated
in the co mpound of Akbarpur Agriculture Farm in Karimganj Subdivision ?

(b) Are Government aware that the Government employees of the said
farm do not send their children to this school ?
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(¢) If so, do Government propose to shift this school elsewhere in the
village for convenience of those boys who come to this school 2
(d) If not, why not ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary
Secretary) replied :

57. (a)—Yes.
(6)—No.
(¢) and (d)—The site of the school is reported to be pretty good ; hence
the question of shifting it to some other place does not arise for the present.

Introduction of Compulsory Primary Education
Maulana MD. MUFAZZAL, HUSSAIN asked:

58. (a) Isit a fact that Compulsory Primary [Education has been intro-
duced to remove tlleteracy from the whole of the Province specially from backward
areas ?

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state the reason for not intro-
ducing Compulsory Primary Education under Ratabari Police Station ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY
Secretary) replied: -

58.(a)—Yes.

(b)—Practically speaking Patharkandi Police Station and certajn portion
of Badarpur area where compulsion has been introduced cannot be called Jegs
backward than Ratabari, However as the selection of area for Compulsion hag
- been made by the respective Subdivisional School Boards and Govenment find no -

Jjust reason to interfere with its decision.

(Par]iamentary

Maulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN : With regard to reply to

bY, will
the Hon'ble Parliamentary Secretary take it from me that Ratabari g f( )

ar
backward than those areas ? LRLe

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliamentary Secre-
tary): No, Government have not got in their possession

- any comparative § ures
of backward areas. If the hon. Member can convince Government with factsg and

figures that Ratabari is more backward than Patharkandi I shall he Prepared to
accept his statement. :

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA : Isit not a f':':u:t -that according ¢ the o
mendations of the Backwardness Removal Committee, Patha_rkandi and R;S:ggl'
thanas had been declared as backward areas <4n the Karim n

ganj Subdivic:
Then, why should preference be given to Badarpur than Ratabari ? dw’smn ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Parliameng
tary) : : Patharkandi has already been included, Sir. ary Secre-
Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA : According to the decisio o
Primary Education Board, in every Subdivision of Assam one urban ape,
rural area should be selected for introduction of compu]soyy Primary edand one
May 1 know why a breach was made in case _of the Kal‘lmganj Sub diw}’?ath.
selecting Badarpur thana instead of Karimganj town ? sion in

f the Assam

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN T TRY Parliamentary go.,
tary): The recommendation of the Primary Education Board to select 0:;
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urban area and one rural area was not accepted in toto by Government. Govern-
ment gave option to the respective School Boards to select their own areas,
whether urban or rural. But it was emphasised from the side of Government that

as far as practicable rural areas, particularly backward areas. should get prefe-
rence.

Creation of a third post of Comnservator of Forests

Srijut BELIRAM DAS asked:

59. (a) Are Government aware that owing to the regeneration, plantation,
etc., for the development of the Forest Wealth of the Province of Assam,

the .
works of the Conservators have increased enormously ?

(b} Are Government aware that the two Counservators of Forests cannot
-efficiently manage the executive and administrative works of the Forest Depart-
ment ? ‘

" (¢) If so, do Government Propose to create a post for another Con-
servator of Forests for efficient working of the Forest Department ?

(d) Is it a fact that creation of such a post will cost Government about
Rs.6,000 only ?

‘The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied:

59. (a)—Yes, tosome ext nt.

- (b) & (c)—At present the two Conservators have been managing the
works.

There was a proposal for haviug a third post of Conservator, but it

has been dropped for the present owing to the present financial position of the
province.

(d)—No. The Conservator of Forests’ revised scale being Rs,1,000—

Rs.1,500 per mensem. Such a post will cost:Government, Rs.12,000 a year
exclusive of Travelling Allowance, etc. :

Cancellation of licenses to Dealers in arms and ammunition

Prof. P. M. SARWAN asked :

60. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Thq grounds on which they have cancelled any licences to dealerg
in arms and ammunition during the year 1948 ?

() On what ground the licence of Maulavi Abdul Aziz  of Dibrugarh,
dealer in arms and ammunition, was cancelled ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

60. (a) The dealers licences of certain dealers in arms and ammunition
had to be cancelled in the public interest and for safety of the State.

(b)—The licence of Maulavi Ahdul Aziz was cancelled for the reasons
gtated above as well as for reasons of his association with undesirables.
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Prof. P. M. SARWAN: With regard to (b), the grounds on which

licenses were cancelled, as given in reply to (), having become non-existent now,

will Government state for what reasons Government consider Maulavi Ahdul Aziz
as an undesirable ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The answer is very clear,
Sir.  ““The license of Maulavi Abdul Aziz was cancelled for the reasons stated
above, as well as for réasons of his association with undesirables’.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Will Government defiue the term ¢undesi-
rable” so that we may know how to avoid becoming an ‘undesirable’?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: < Undesirables™ are those
who, in company with other similar people, engage in subversive activities, or
persons who are likely to commit a breach of peace. There are also others, but
I am simply giving an idea

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Is a non-Congressman undesirable ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Certainly not, unless he ?s
‘engaged in subversive activities. I don’t know why my Friend has put this

question. Can he, or does he like to say that all' non-Congressmen are engaged
in subversive activities ? : '

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: May I know from the hon. Questioner
whether all the dealers in arms in the province are Congressmen ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: - They are all non-Congress-
men.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Since the ex-Leaguers have been

deprived of their licenses, the arms dealers in Dhubri Subdivision are Congress-
men.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Can my Friend give a
single instance of a Congressman being an arms dealer ? I challenge him to cite
the instance of a single Congressman who is dealing in arms.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : I will reply to the challenge, Sir.
Babu Upendra Kumar Pal of Dhubri is a Congressman and he is an ammu-
inition dealer.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: He was a dealer from long
'before Congress formed the Government.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: He ma

y be a four-anna member, but
. he does not hold any office. :

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI :

He has been a dealer since
long before Congress came to power.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: May I inform hon. Mr Kashem that
the Muslim Brothers of Golaghat, who are arms-dealers, are not Congressmen.

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER: After the statement of the Hon’ble Minister,
there can be no further supplementary questions,
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Nevelopment of Forest Plantations in North Lakhimpur Subdivision
Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA asked :

61. (a) Will Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been
taken for developing forest plantations in North Lakhimpur Subdivision ?

(b) Are Government aware that there is necessity of one more Forest
Conservator’s Assistant, so that the Conservator may deal in planning and planta-
tion works more efficiently ?

(¢) If so, do Government propose to appoint one more Assistant for
relieving the present Forest Conservator of his multifarious office works ?

(d) Are Government aware of the numerous inconveniences caused to the
pcc&plc of North Lakhimpur forest the works of that Subdivision being placed
under Lakhimpur Division ? i

(¢) If so, do Government propose to form a new Forest Division for
North Lakhimpur ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

61. (a)—A trained Senior Forest Ranger has been posted to North Lakhimpuy
to take up works in connection with the development of Forest plantations in the
Subdivision.

(b) & (c)—At present the two Conservators have been managing the
works. There was a proposal for having a third post of Conservator, but it hag
been dropped for the present owing to the present financial position of the
province.

(d)—Yes.

(¢)—This will be taken up as soon as the Dhansiri Valley Division i
created.

Condition of Ratabari and Karimganj Area before and after the con-
struction of Dullab-Cherra Railway line

Maulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN asked :

62. (a) Are Government aware that floods were rare in Ratabari ang
Karimganj area of Karimganj Subdivision, before the Dullab-Cherra-Karip,.

ganj Railway line and the Public Works Department bridge upon the Kachuys
river were constructed ?

() Will Government be pleased to lay on the table an account of t,e
last three years showing how many acres of land were cultivated in Karimganj
Subdivision and how many acres were damaged by flood along with a separatgz‘
account of three years before the construction of Dullab-Cherra Railway Jine p

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied: .
62. (a)—No, as no records are now available.
(b)—It is not possible to supply the information required, and it will
take a considerable time to collect it. Moreover it will not be possible to obtain

any information of the conditions prevailing before the construction of this
Railway line.
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GRANT NO. 30

(97~ -Miscellaneous)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI :
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that the sum not excee-
ding Rs.70,26,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course

of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1950, for the administra-
tion of the head “57.—Miscellaneous”.

On the recommendation of

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

““That a sum not exceeding Rs.70,26,000 be granted to defray the c.harges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on

the 31st March 1950, for the administration of the head ¢57.—Miscel-
laneous’ .

There is no Cut Motion, so I put the question,
The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.70,26,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on

the 31st March 1950, for the administration of the head ‘57.—Miscel-
laneous’ ”,

The question was adopted.

GRANT No.13
(29.—Police)

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOQI: On the recommendation
of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move thata sum not
exceeding Rs.68,70,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the

course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1950, for the admi-
nistration of the head ““29.—Police”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

““That a sum not exceeding Rs.68,70,500 be granted to defray the charges
will which come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1950, for the administration of the head ¢29.—Police’ *.

There are four Gut Motions.

Motion No.3 will serve the purpose of the
other Cut Motions also.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The hon. Member is
absent. Cut Motion No.4 may be moved.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr.
to move that t

29.-——P01icc, a
the whole gra

Speaker, Sir, I beg
he total provision of Rs.68,70,500 under Grant No.13, Major head—

t page 95 of the Budget be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of
nt of Rs.68,70,500 do stand reduced by Re.1.

The object of the

: Cut Motion is to criticise the general policy as regards
the Police Department,

In my opinion, Sir, and, I hope,

in the opinion of all hon. Members present,
the Police Department has not been

functioning satisfactorily. There has been
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- “of late a progressive deterioration in the efficiency of this particular Department,
“meant for the preservation of peace, tranquility, law and order of the country.
‘Because of this lack of efficiency in this Department the number of thefts and
dacoities in Assam have increased, I think, substantially. Of this inefficiency effi-
' ciency of this particular Department, the reactionary elements are taking the ful-
‘lest advantage. I hope, Sir, there has been no substantial or any amount of
‘infiltration by these reactionary clements into the Police Department—into the
'rank and file of this' Department.

I may be asked to give a concréte illustration as to the failure of some peo-
iple of this Department in discharging duties properly. In this connection, I
_‘might bring to the notice of this Government a theft case that happened to be
‘ committed in my house on the night of March 6, 1948.  After the thief decamped
‘when it was known to the few inmates of my lyousc, they instantly reported the
‘matter to the police. The thief in the meantime fled somewhere The police
itried their best to trace him but could not. But it was only a relative of mine
'who was a railway employce at Karimganj, and who, when he was given timely
i information of the theft in my house, could catch the thief while he was returning
ifrom Pakistan. He handed the thief over to the police. The police at Jorhat took
.some steps to bring him back and while he was being brought he made good his
~escape from the train. Ido not know what subsequently happened either ¢,
the thief or to the police men who escorted him.

With.these words, I want to commend the Motion for the acceptance by the
‘Members of this: House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That the total provision of Rs. 68,70,500 under Grant No.13, Major
head—29.—Police, at page 95 of the budget, be reduced by Re.1, ;,
.the amount of the whole grant of Rs.68,70,500 do stand reduce b;

Re 12,

\/Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to
support the Motion moved by hon. Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury. 1In doing g
I want only to point out few instances of difficulties experienced. ?

A's for the Home Guard administration in Garo Hills, I must say that it is being
administered very unsatisfactorily. They are giving enormous trouble to people
of both Garo Hills and Goalpara Districts, but in Goalpara the authorities togk
action against their high handedness and consequently they had been brought
under control, but in Garo Hills nothing has been done to stop mis-administra-
tion of the Home Guards. The Home Guards have been posted' in the border
areas find they in contravention of the existing rules aqd regulations haragg ard
exact illegal gratification from people. Although such instances were brought to
the notice of the authorities no action has been taken as yet.

In the Forest Department also the Home Guards have taken law into theiy
oWn hands and are making illegal money. There are instances in which some
persons moving bamboos with permits from the Forest Department were pre-
vented by the Home Guards and were assaulted. These matters although have
been reported to the Deputy Commissioner and the Commander of Home Guards
o tangible effect has been felt. So, I urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to see
that such high handedness on the part of the Home Guards are stopped ; or, in
the alternative, put the Home Guards under the Police Department.
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After the partition, the border area has been infected with dangerous tribes
of burglars and other criminals to a great extent. It has been brought to the
notice of the Government in the shape of questions about their activities. I want
to discuss further about them under this Cut Motion. After the partition thes:c
people have got the advantage of committing crime in the Dominion of India“

and flying to the Dominion of Pakistan and oice-zersa to be immune from detec-:
tion. - ‘ -

"The result is that these border areas have become the sanctuary of the crimi-
nals. Sir, the Government would do better for the interests of the people in'the
border areas if they would arrived at some agreement with _the P.ak;stan quern_*
ment to lay down common rules and procedure such as existed in the pre-parti-
tion days, so that warrants may be issued from the districts of Assam directly to
the Subdivisional Officers or Magistrates in the districts of Pakistan and wvice-

vérsa. Unless some such actions' are taken, Sir, the lots of the' people in the
border areas will be simply intolerable. : R

With these words, Sir, I support the Motion of my hon. Friend, Dr. Emran
Husain Choudhury. -

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speal.cer, Sir, T rise
to support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend Dr. Emran Husain Choudhury.
This morning the Question hour has revealed a fact that there are certain person-
nel in the Police Department who are committing excesses upon innocent public,
From this stray incident I do not want to impute that the character of the present
Government has changed froimn Non-Violent to Violent. But at the same time it is
apparcnt to every one that there are black sheep in every fold and in spite’ of the
highest and best motives of my hon Friends the Khaddar-clads, there are people
in the guise of following the principle of Mahatmaji, who have becr} committing
excesses,  The other day I was thoroughly rated by two Hon’ble Ministers about
my reference to what happened in the peaceful (?) revolution of 1942. Statement
after statement was made by the two Hon’ble Ministers to s,ho.w-‘tha_t the peaceful
atmosphere of those days was violated by orders from my administration and.that
many people lost their lives. I am sorry, Sir, that people died at the hands either
of the military or the police who thought that they were discharging their duties

in trying to preserve law and order. Nobody is more sorry than myself that those
deaths took place.

The incident at Dhekiajuli is very nearly parallel to what happened at Man-
kachar under similar circumstances during the regime of my hon. Friends of the
Congress Government. At Dhekiajuli, it is allegegl that a peaceful Procession
was going on to hoist the Congreéss flag or the flag of .lndependence over the police
thana, that this procession was assaulted by the police antl:i the military opened '
fire in which a small girl and about 3 other persons were shot to' death. Tt js
really tragi¢, but the tragedy of the thing is heightened when those Proc8ssionists
used to take small boys and girls of immature age to head the Procession so that

the police might be deterred, by seeing those little innocent ones, from taking any
disciplinary action. :

Sir, at Mankachar the Muslim Lea(éue national

guards wanted to raise the
Muslim Leag

; ue flag on the Mankachar Police Station. As usual what happened
In my time also occurred in the time of my Hon’ble Non-Violent Friends of the
Congress Mini stry. The police of Mankachar either of their own action or under
instructions from “the present Government charged the peaceful procession with
bayonets and as the movement was unde_l_‘ the Civil Disobedience Movement
the peaceful processionists did not use any violence. 1In spite of that as many as
25 persons received bayonet injuries, and ............ (disturbance by Srijut Sarat



428 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS © [241TH MAR.

Ehandra SInhdie s . ite. 35l vuse s oonsss ) Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have heard of depreda-
tions from the Kins of Beasts in the jungle but there is a “Singha’ here from
whose depredations I seek protection from you. (ZLaughter). The hon. Mr.
Interrupter has been a menace to the peaceful and dignified discussion of matters
of public moment on the floor of the House ! He has not even the courtesy, when
he wanted to raise any point of order or information, to rise from his seat but in
guttural voice interrupt sitting the proceedings.

As T said, Sir, as many as 25 persons received bayonet injurics. These
peaceful people have got no arms to retaliate but they resorted to what is known
as Non-violent Non-co-operation. These poor people approached every merchant
and every trader in the ‘hat’ not to sell goods to those people who have commi-
ted excesses upon them. The result was that the traders refused to scll goods to
the police and the military who resorted to firing in the ‘hat’. It is known to cvepy
one that 2 persons were killed and some 11 others received bayonet injury.  From
these incidents I do not want to be uncharitable as to impute motives on the
Hon’ble Minister in charge. These incidents cannot but be concomitant if any
one want to have law and order by suppressing every procession which might have
started with good intentions, but on account of human nature be converted

into a frantic congregation of fanatical people.

Sir, my Hon’ble Friend the Finance Minister read out a long list of persons
being killed in the Congress Camp probably at Berhampur in Nowgong district.
Nobody is more sorry than myself for what had happened there. A Congress
volunteer camp was established definitely in violation of the orders for the
purpose of paralysing the Government at the time when Government wag
fighting a life and death battle againsta ruthless and powerful enemy. As g
retaliation for the unfortunate deaths, Sir, there was such depredations from some
people —I do not want to say that th:cy were Coagress people but every army has
a retinue of camp followers. The main army of the Congress, the followers of non-
violence, had a satellite corps of violenf’. Pcoplc who took advantage of this move-
ment for their nefarious ends of committing destruction, arson, and murder in the ~
midst of which one young Brahmin police officer was killed. I do not say that he
was killed by the Congress volunteers, but it may be, by the camp followers,
However, the fact remains that a young and promi siing officer lost his life while
doing his duty. And as aresult I had to settle, out of humanitarian motives, a
pension upon the young Brahmin widow. :

We all know, Sir, the history of the so-called eviction policy of the present
Government. However mistakenly some people had encroached upon the
Government land, no body is willing to give up his hearth and home. It may
be that some of those people refused in a body to move out of those professional
grazing reserves. But what action the Non-violent Ministry took ? They sent
the military with arms and ammunition to drive away those people and
as a result there were many deaths at Barpeta and Tezpur.

 *The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, was not all this
discussed in the previous Session and as such is it necessary now to narrate them
again ?

“*Srijut Sarat Chandra Sinha : Sir; these points were already debated.
Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The usual interruptions from

the Sinha yet continues It may sound bitter to some, but to the general public
and to some hon. Members of the House these are all blatant facts. Sir, T simply

*Speech not corrected.
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raise these points to show that however non-violent method the Government
ordered the police to adopt occasions arose when the police had to resort to firing.
If police firing took place in my regime which has heen dubbed to be a regime
of re-actionaries, a regime with the help of the capitalist or g regime controlled

and guided by “imperial masters”, the Congress Ministry has got the same sordid
lives inspite of their

record of affairs to reveal, when peaceful people have lost thejr

adoption of non-violent and peaceful methods. I was amused to hear, Sir, that
my regime was under the orders of *“His Imperial Majesty*’. The Hon’ble Minister
dealing with Finance scems to have very poor knowledge of the Constitution. He
will be surprised to learn that even now he and the Central
Dominion only and His Imperial Majesty at Bukingham Pal
the adapted Government of India Act.

Srijut BIJOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI: WA oretelfs  wre,

T [{Etd wEa o) Rival  sieits @i viwmm  4ff 383 Bag
AT a5 FEBIA T Ty 7 @Eh TR owview wif ap
Cer fiaffatts cofome wifys CTIRICA | 583 b9 @339 asts, (ordeq
G2 I FENT A9®  cordts et @ wifes sledtacsy foms Tht
TBAIAT o TRF cdice T If& Mg |
CRRET T5717 Gz cram @2 e ST TIFET_AFICSR =W, I RS
INT qTT© 117 eats w39 AT | Frataiv=m e (Tolr gurs (FTCT Sita

Afefem wt3 wIft e, fre olqeass TR AIRTT G%I© L @ B wiuis
TR 12 AT F=eoh e A% 1 gt fF@tdvaa crol sleshns ciE femis
AT hS MG Iy AT IR 30 AT IR | coredne wory 59139
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Sledtm, ¢ e cordte oy (FACT vAIRfSEm ¥ o fvam wife 9
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qTEep EOIColNe 1R 4P baAREsTm 2fom | @3 o 12 Rta ol cerdre
ffice e sat2fed IF g | e Araes aics REAISES IR Tl
I AT @ 72 777 Wiens (erded e TR AT I G| yyg3 pa
WAt 75 TFigaT 95 FIAIFT FTN I (NI | 5583 577 ]
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must
oppose this Motion and also make certain observations against some of the re-
snarks which have come from the lips of my hon. Friend, the Leader of the
Opposition. He has tried to identify the acuvities of the people of the 1942
Movement with the anti-State activities w}‘uch were being cat:ncd on by the
Muslim League during the last efforts of the :eople of India to attain her
Independence and immediately after Independence was obtained. I am not
going into the details of incidents nor do 1 propose to discuss them. But there are
_certain principles which any man jilia freeCollniLy TR observe. People in a free
country have got to know to distinguish actions which are anti-State and actions
which may be in the nature of opposition but which respects the State and try
to maintain its integrity. This must be clearly understood by any party or
association which is worth the name today. Any anti-State party or association
and its activity to that purpose, must be put down by all the legitimate powers
that rest in the hands of Government. On the other hand if there is any party
of opposition within che State, that opposition can be tolerated and should be

allowed to function to the extent that its activities are not inconsistent with the
maintenance of law and orde

—

W Al

-

¢ in the country.
The Hon’ble Leader of the Oppo's.ltion’f Lo rr{y lsm‘l)ri-se’ was rying to put
. : ! actions ol a whole nation trying to attain i E
t catego of the acli : g to attain its
e hes s ¢ the Muslim Lieague, both before the attainmeny ;?

Independence as the actions © ! 1
penden s were definitely anti-State. He was trying ¢

Independence and immcdiat_cly after, e e = L
identify the activities of the 1942 martyrs with the activities of the Muslim League

of 1047. I must say, Sir, that these cannot bear any comparision whatsoever

The one represented the heroic efforts of a country to be free from an alien rule,
which was represented by the Leader of the Opposition.  The other was S5
organised attempt by a2 communal'pal‘t,v to prevent attainment of a Statchood,
and after it was attained, to break it. Therelore, Sir, whatever action Govern-
ment took in order to prevent these anti-State activities must be considered  justi-

fed. That is the general remark which I wanted to make. ‘
As I said, I do not propose to discuss the details of facts which the Hon’ble

- eader of the Opposition was trying to explain i hs owr SaY But I think T

Tacd sathcs :-d to his criticism that the actions of the martyrs and thoge
ciently replied d communal hatred are to be judged from the

who supported an alien power an NI :
same pgililt of view Oge set of activities have brought ?:111 tl_lat we aspired for
during a long period of struggle, and which must oW be maintained at all costs,

I : . gir, the maintenance of a free Statc is indeed a vep
difﬁcurllt :::ﬁ -p?[risv)i%cu;)e,a lar:ge extent, agree Wld}ll't}llrfl mel,‘m lmof}flel'« SR Cui
* Motion, Dr, Emran Husain Chaudhucy, izoib e il il ciency that is
necessafny for running an Independent Siate has not yet been acquired by our
present police force nor even the best of us. We have’lzlit t? acquire it. ‘I'hat
18 2 plain fact which we should all be prepared to agret:i. L de a‘l:t is that we are
succeeding a pegime which belonged to oU¥ — ga er of the Opposition.
R R TR
e . ~ ol. 1 r overnment we
exonerated from any kind of cOnEr ly having that heritage, And V;rr?;’

out to applaud their action. Sir, we are on ' '
own view is that it will take some t1X¢ before we get rid of that deficiency, effi-

ciency OF inefficiency in order that our Police administration can adjust itself to
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the new set-up.  Therefore to that extent the criticism made by Dr. Emran
Husain Chaudhury may be fair. But to say that the police have not done their
duty just at the present moment in maintaining law and order, I consider, is far
from fair. 1 feel thag they have done the best they could in the circumstances.
The peace and order that we enjoy is no less due to them. TChe cost for this
security has possibly been more than what was necessary, but I repeat that peace
and order that now prevail in the country must be due tn largely the efforts of
the police in the province. Subject to this general condition, there may be small
individual cases of excess in one place or possibly of slackness in another. But if
we take an overall picture we are bound to agree that the police have not failgd
in their duty, and that we have reasons to be thankful to them for the manner in
which they are discharging their duty' to the country.

. In order that police efficiency might improve, we have already started a
I'raining College,  For that we put up a scheme before the Government of
IIIC_im‘zmd asked for its sanction to include it as a post-war scheme. I am sorry
to intorm you that till now they have not agreed to do so. They desire t_ha.t it
should be a pu rely provincial scheme  [he correspondence on the subject is still
going on and we do not know whether ultimately the Home Department of the
Government of Indja will agree to treat it as a post-war scheme. We propose to
train every year about 100 officers and about 700 constables.

. But I agree, Sir,. (hat to attain the desired efficiency in the present set-up of
things, the mentality of the police must change, and a great desire to really
serve the people must become part of their training and life. To attain the
proverbial Cﬂiciency of the London Police will surely take some time, but we do
hope that will come in time.

But even a5 they are, they do not deserve the criticism made against them.
They now work under very difficult circumstances, and I feel we should have all
sympathy for them at this critical hour of new India’s history. I divulge no
secret to the House when I say that certain parties are trying to create all r_n.’:tnnmf
of «aischief not only inside the Province but also on our borders with the idea o
Jeopardising the safety of our Province. I have to admit also that the crimes
hfwe mcreased in a proportion, which nobody can like. These are indeed VL
difficult problems for the Police by themselves; ~ but thier difficulties are becoming
all the greater when the present Government policy is to be carried out. I
have spoken in the House more than once that the object of this Government
is not to follow a policy of mass repression even against the parties that are doing
the greatest harm to the country. We are taking action only against those who
are connected with violence or are guilty of exciting violence. We all know how
in certain plains tribal areas difficultics are being created by certain unscrupulf?u’
people by working on their views over the agrarian and other matters and leading
them to riots etc.” In this perspective to pursue, the policy of the Government of
discrimination ig not quite and easy task. If therefore the police failed here
and there to act up to the standard insisted upon by the Government, I would
request the hon. Members to remember the difficulties which they had to face.

We must be Prepared to agree that in spite of all these, they have, on the whole,
done well.

Those, therefore, who would like to maintain the integrity of State, I hope

they should not haye much reason to criticise- the police adminjstration of the
Government,

Tl_’ere Wwas one Motion by my hon. Friend Maulavi Md. Abul Kashem
regarding the alleged oppression of Home Guards jn the Goalpétra District. 1
heard' also a few complaints not only from Goalpara but also from Mangaldol
Subdivision.  We go not propose to shield anybody when they commit an offence.
But [:1-01]_1 the reports of the Deputy Commissionerg received. foom alm(.)st all
the Districts. we read, Sir, that the Home Guards were doing their duties assigned
to them efﬁCieﬂﬂY and w’ell_ It is only the persons who are connected with
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smuggling either of rice, or opium have felt their presence bitterly and are raising
a sort of propaganda about the tyranny of the Home Guards. In many places
they were discharging grave responsibilities at the risk of their lives. On account
of financial difficulty, the Government were rompelled to give up utilising their
services in areas other than the border areas and keep them in Reserve. It is
very well known that in the border areas smuggling of rice is y=t going on ; there-
fore, they have to be maintained. I am sure there will be no cause or any
ground for complaint about the work of the Home Guards, and I assure the
House that if there are any individual cases of latches, We shall surely be prepared
to take them into consideration.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Sir, 1 wanted only to I':ring to
" the n tice of the House the distress caused in the Garo Hills by the Home Guards,

The Hon’ble Srijat GOPINATH BARDOLOT : If any specific i‘nStanccs of
any evil done are brought forward against the Home Guards, surcly Governmcn;

will look into them.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I amsorry, I cannot allow any more time
to the Hon’ble Premier.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, only two minutes will
do.

I want to declare to the world that the Home Guards did great service at a
critical time in this Province. Sir, it may be well known that the Government
of India is proposing to establish a Territorial FForce and an Act has been passed
by the Central Legislature which has reccived the sanction of the Governor
General of India in September, 1948. We might possibly have done a very good
peace of work in giving some training to these 2,0'00 I-Ior‘ne Guar‘ds, and it is
possible that they may be included in this new Force, if recruitment is proposed,

With these few words, I request my hon. Friend, Dr.Emran Husain
Chaudhury, to withdraw his Cut Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, in view of the full and
frank statement made by the Hon’ble Premier for the admiunistration of the
Police Department, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Cut Motion. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Has the hon. Member the lecave of the
House to withdraw his Cut Motion ?

The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House,withdrawn.

The Homn'ble the SPEAKER : The question is

_ “That a sum not exceeding Rs. 68,70,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of paymcnf during the year ending on the 37g¢
March 1950 for the administration of the head ¢ 29.—Police—""".

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 19

(39—Public Health.)

'I:he Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH pAS: On the recommendation
of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Sir, to move that a
sum 1ot exceeding Rs.30,14,200 be granted to defray the charges which
- will come in the course Ofpaym’ent during the year ending on the 31st March,
1950 for the administration of the head ‘*39.—Public Health™.
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The Hon’bie the SPEAKER :
““T’hat a sum not exceeding

which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the

31st March, 1950 for the administration of the head ¢39.—Public Health’.”
There are five Cut Motions on this grant.  As Dr. Emran Husain Chou-

dhury’s Cut Motion is an omnibus one 1 think he can move his Cut Motion.

Motion moved :
Rs. 30,14,200 be granted to defray the charges

Maulavi Sai
Dr. Emran Husair

yid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

. I understand, Sir, that
1 Choudhury is not going

to move his Cut Motion.

Maulana MD MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN : Mr.,

I . Speaker, Sir;. +I
P€8 to move that the provision of R

39— Publ: / s. 40,018 under Grant No. 19, Major Head
—27-—tublic Health, Minor head A.—Public Health Establishment, Sub-head—-

—2—Pay of Establishment_, Detailed head—Rural and Assistant Rural Health
Inspectors, at page 150 of the

Budget be reduced by Re. 1, 7. ¢, the amount of the
whole grant of Rs. 30,14,200 do stand reduced by Re. 1.
I wish to draw the pointed attention of the Government to the fact that the
pay scale of the ill-paid Rura] Health Inspectors instead of being increased has
been reduced by

the. Pay Committee very unrcasonably. It was previously
Rs. 40-75 and now it has become Rs. 40 to Rs.70

I do nnt know, Sir, what the Gommittee thought. Did it think that their pay
was too high ? T submit, Sir, that they were ill-paid previously and  as _such,
their pay ovght to have been increased according to the increased price of
commodities. Moreovér, the Sub-Assistant Surgeons for epidemics are glvlf_na

risk allowance of Rs. 40 p. m. whereas these unfortunate .fellowsl ggflz I;Ot 1Sng

though they are also to do the same duty. _Are not their lives valuable ?  So,

Sir, I request the Government to kindly consider their case again

With these few words, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the
House.

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs. 49,018 under Grant No. 19, Major head—
39.—Public Health, Minor head—A—Public Health Establ_ishment, Sub-head—
2 —Pay of Establishment, Detailed head—Rural and Assistant Rural Health
Inspectors, at page 150 of the Budget be reduced by Re. 1, i. e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 30,14,200 do stand reduced by Re. 1.”

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I admit that as
a result of Pay Committee’s recommendation the maximum of the pay scale of the
Rural Health Inspectors has been reduced by Rs. 5. At the time when the Pay
Committee considered thig proposal, there were two kinds of Health Assistants in
the Public Health Department, »iz. Assistant Rural Health Inspectors and the
Rural Health Inspectors. The pay of the Assistant Rural Health Inspectors was
from Rs.30—45 and that of the Rural Health Inspectors was from Rs. 40—175.
The Pay Committee thought it desirable to amalgamate these two categories of
pay scales into one and therefore they reduced the maximum by Rs. 5. But, Sir,
1 should say fpr the information of the House that at present there is not a single
officer belor}gmg to the cadre of Assistant Rural Fealth Inspectors, and as such,
we are considering revision of the pay scale of the Rural Health. Inspectors. The
matter is stil under the ¢opsideration of the Government, In view of this, I
would request my hon, Friend to withdraw his Motion,
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Maulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN: 1 beg lcave of the House to
withdraw my Cut Motion.

The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: We come to Cut Motion No. 2, standing
in the name of Maulavi Md. Abul Kashem.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I_ bes to
move that the provision of Rs. 1,33,140 under Grant No. 19, Major ll‘Uil(l
—39.—Public Health, Minor head—A —Public Health Establishment, Sub-
head—2.—Pay of Establishment, Detailed head —Sub-Assistant Surgeons, at page
150 of the Budget be reduced by Re. 1 i. ¢., the amount o° the whole grant of
Rs. 30,14,200 do stand reduced by Re.l.

The purpose of this Clut Motion is to draw the attention of Governient
towards non posting  of any Public Health Sub-Assistant Surgeon for
Dhubri South Bank. 1t is known to the Hon’ble Minister that Dhubri
South Bank i3 being visited by cpidemics for the last  few years.
One Sub-Assistant Surgeon of Public Health was posted  for this particular
area, but since that incumbent opted for Pakistan, no substiwute has yet been
posted there, g js known to the hon. Members that since the last earthquake
tha.t area has become low in level, and is visi ed by flood every year as a result of
which epidemjcs break out. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to see that
€arly steps are taken to post one Sub-Assistant Surgeon there before the rains set
In, 50 that he may take all preliminary measures to SLop any spread of epidemics.
With these fey words, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

‘“That the provision of Rs. 1,33,140 under Grant No.19, Major head—39,
Public Health * Nhnor head—A. --Public Health Establishnu'nt, Sub-head
—2.—~Pay of Establishment, Detailed head—Suhb-Assistant Surgeons, at page

150 of the Budget be reduced by Re. 1. ; he an - of i
y €. 1, t. ¢., the amount of the whole rant of
Rs.30,14,200 do stand reduced by Re.1.” -

it arca opted for Pakistan and has gone there. Ve are very short of

equired numbey of doctors in our cadre. Because of this shortage none
€re so long Although we have not been able to post a Suyh.
n that locality, we have given two Rural Health Inspectors.
on, Member that as soon as arrangement can be made, Goverp-

end one doctor to that arca. In view of this, I request my hon.
aw his Ot Motion.

Maulavi p UHAM 5 Y 5 i
: I MAD ABUL KASHEM: On the assurance given b
the Hon’ble Mmister, I beg leaveBof the Housc to withdraw my Motion. !

The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

\/The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Cut Motion No.3.
Maulavi

MUHAMMAD ABUL, KASHEM: M Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that the Provision of Rs.3,09,021 under -Grant No.19, Major head—3v,—
Pubhc‘HFa]th, Minor head-—A.m,Pu]))]ic Health Establishment, Sul-head-—9 .
Pay of Establishment (total), at page 150 of the budget be reduced by Re.1, i.e.,
the amount of the whole grant of R5.30,14,200 do stand reduced by Re.1. .
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My intention is to discuss about the injustice done to the employees of this
Department in regard to the fixation of their pay scales. Sir, there is no gainsay-
ing the fact that this is a very important Department of Government whose
function is to take precautionary measures to save the people from epidemics or fell
diseases. It would be sheer injustice if we do not look to the grievances of the
officers of this Department. Sir, compare the pay scales of the Subdivisional
Medical Officers with those of the Subdivisional Officer, Public Works Depart-
ment, who are promoted from the ranks of the Overseers. Their pay scale is
from Rs.200—400 plus subdivisional allowance, but what is the case of the
Subdivisional Officers of the Public Health Department, their pay scale is
from Rs.125—275 and the pay scale of the Sub-Assistant Surgeons is
from Rs.120—270, i.e., difference is of Rs.5 only. By this scale the Assistant
Surgeon does not get any benefit although he holds charge of a Subdivision. A
Subdivisional Medical Officer is either an Assistant Surgeon or a Senior Sub-
Assistant Surgeon promoted to the rank. When an Overseer of the Public Works
Department is promoted as Subdivisional Officer he gets higher scale, why not the
Subdivisional Medical Officer ? Besides, they have been deprivel of the
Gazetted status and they are given third grade officers’ travelling allowance. .
How can it be expected of a Subdivisional Medical Officer to tour for inspection
of dispensaries and work of his subordinates in his charge, with such
inadequate travelling allowance ? If he is given travelling allowance of
subordinate officers, as he cannot undertake tour at his own expense, the only alter-
native for him will be to sit at the headquarters and not move about. Further at
the same time, Government have issued circular letters directing the tourin
officers to lessen their tours as a meagure of economy. Then how can he give servica
to the public at.large ?

I'urther, Sir, the Sub-Assistant Surgeons ha\-ze been granted an additional
allowance as they have to go through the epidemic areas and treat the persons
suffering from epidemic. The Civil Sub-Assistant Surgeons are allowed to practise
but the Public Health Sub-Assistant Surgeons are not allowed to do so.  As the
Hon’ble Minister has agreed about need for medicine and equipments for the
Public Health Dispensaries, I request him to also permit the doctors of the Public

Health Department to practisc. Permission for practice by them may kindly be
accorded. '

As my hon. Friend, Maulana Saheb, has brought to the notice of the Hon’ble
Minister the necessity of raising the pay scale of the Rural 'Tealth Inspectors, I
also want to say ahout the pay scale of the Epidemic Assistants which should be
more than the Compounders as  the Compounders are not required to tour in
the epidemic areas as the Epidemic Assistants have to. -

My whole object in moving this Gut MOtiF’n is to lay cmphasis on this Depart-
ment as it is the most important and vltal_Dﬁgartment, to my mind, and as such
special attention should be given towards improvement of the lot of employees of
this Department,

With these words, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the Houge.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : . Cut Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.3,09,021 under Grant No.19, Major head—39.—_
Public Health, Minor head_A,——Pulzlic Health Establishment, Sub-head—2
Pay of Establishment (total), at page 150 of the Budget be reduced by . Re:l; i.e;
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.30,14,200 do stand reduced by Re.]1.

As no other hon, Member is taking part, the Hon’ble Minister may reply.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T do not say
that the scales proposed by the Pay Committee for the staff of the Public Health
Department are sufficient, but I do say that the pay proposed by the Pay
Committee are higher than which the officers used to get before. The Pay Scale
of Sub-Assistant Surgeons was from Rs. 75—175, but now it has been raised to
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Rs.120—270 and the new pay scale of the Subdivisional M(-dic:{l ()Hict';- is
Rs.125—275. T know, Sir, the difference _bctwcen the pay scales (»f_ the Sub-
divisional Medical Officers and the Sub-Assistant Sur_r;_cmls is c.mly Rs.5 l)olll at
the initial and at the maximum. But, Sir, I should like to point out that Sub-
divisional Medical Officers are posted in Subdivisirma_l Headquarters and thus
they remain in towns getting all 'thc amenities of tow.n'-l'xﬁ:, wh_cr‘f:ns3 ‘SU])-.‘\ss:st;u}t
Surgeons are posted to interior villages having no facilities of civic }:lle ; S0 there is
justification in giving this scale to ofﬁ-cers posted in the interior vil agcs., I‘n_mst
say, Sir, again that although the pay given by the Pay Committee is not sufficient
yet, it must be admitted that they are higher than what they were before.

But as regards the pay of the Rural Health Inspectors, .I hmfe alrcady stated
that this has drawn the attention of Government-and the matter is under review

With these words, Sir, I request my hon. Friend, the Mover of the Moiion
to withdraw his Motion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : .Sir, I beg to *tvithdraw the
Motion, with the request that Government, do take into. COnslderqtllon the fac;
that posting of Subdivisional Medical Officers in towns is not sufficient reason o
give them almost equal scale gf pay of the Sub-Assrstant_Surgcnns as hav'mg- -
posted to towns they have to incur h:ght.:r expenses for maintenance of thejr fami
than the expenses incurred for their family by the Sub-Assistant Surgeons Posted in

the villages.
The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

P

\/Be Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion No.4, hon. Mr. Kashem.

ulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | be
mov?it;at the provision of Rs.70,269 under Grant No.19, Major head 39__p§bltig
Health, Minor head C.(B)—Development S_Chemes (Post-War), Sub-head__(b)F_
Tuberculosis Organisation (total), at page 156 of the Budget be reduced by Re. |
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.30,14,200 do stand reduced by Rel,

My object in moving this Cut Motion is simple. Itis with a VIEW to draw
the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to thq Inadequate provision for arresting the
spread of Tuberculosis in the province. Sir, it has already been discussed on the
floor of the House that this disease has become a real menace in the provipce
As a result of the survey conducted in Jorhat it was found that in 4 Wards
alone the percentage of the persons affected by T. B. germs was 582 of the
total population. (A woice—of the total population of Jorhat ?) No, I wag say-
ing of the total population of the four Wards where survey had been completed
Sir, similar things also prevail in many other areas in the province especially ih

~our arcas of Dhubri and Mankachar. The same state of aflairs exist and “the
death roll is also very heavy. The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge during the last
session of the Assembly promised me that he would send survey staff ag g,
as possible to conduct surveys in Mankachar, but now he has said that he ha);
not got sufficient survey staff. Sir, not to speak of arresting this diseage
it is very regrettable that there are not even suflicient survey staff to find gyt
the number of those people suffering from this disease.

Further, even those persons who have already been examined ‘and found to
be suffering from T.B. have got no beds and the Hon’ble Minister also knows that
there are no adequate beds in the hospital for these people. We know that i is
not possible for him to make arrangement for thousands and thousands of beds at ,
time, but a least provision for beds in turns of hundreds each year should be foung
out. I would request him, Sir, to urge the Government, specially the Hon’ble
Finance Minister who sits close to him, to find out money for this T.B. Departmen
I would appeal to him to exert his influence on the Hon’ble Finance Minister to
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find the money for this purpose and to bring in a Supplementary Demand in the
September Session and we will all support it. It has been said, Sir, that the

- province is running a debt of 5 crores—we won’t mind if we have to hear another
crore for this purpose.

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved:

“That the provision of Rs.70,269 under Grant No.19, Major head—39.—
Public Health, Minor head C.(B).—Development Schemes (Post-War), sub-head—
(b)—Tuberculosis Organisation (total), at page 156 of the Budget be reduced by

Re.1, i.e. the amount of the whole grant of Rs.30,14,200 do stand reduced by
Re.1.”

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to add
my voice in regard to the Motion that has been moved by my hon. Friend,
Mr. Kashem. It is a fact that enough money has not been provided for arrest-
ing the spread of this fell disease, Tuberculosis, either in Assam or in any other
part of India. But as we are concerned with the spread of this terrible disease
In my province, let us confine ourselves to it to see what our Government are
doing in this very important regard. This is a disease whose “incidence is daily
increasing, in fact it Is increasing every minute and hence the urgency of taking

steps to stop it from spreading. The money provided is hardly adequate for the
purpose.

Sir, 1 would particularly like to draw the attention of my Hop. Friend,
Mr. Ramnath Das, not to keep T. B. patients along with patients suffering from
other diseases in the Jorhat Hospital. It causes agreat deal of anxiety to
patients suffering from other diseases to find that they are placnc} along with T B.
patients. The sooner arrangements are made for their segregation the better,

With these words, Sir, I support .the Motion moved by my hon. Friend,
Mr. Kashem and commend it to the acceptance of the House,

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we would be greatly obliged if,
when the Hon’ble Minister makes his reply, he would indicate what  attitude his
Department is taking with regard to the BCG Vaccination Scheme. I
apologise to the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition for being compelled to use
abbreviations ~which, I regret, I do mnot mysell know the meaning
(laughter) but it is a well known German system which, I pelieve,
is being backed by the Government of India. Wefeel thatif

: : o : e supply of
this vaccine is made available to the medical profession in this Province, ilt)%vguld
be possible to give a certain amount of immunity to a certain Section of.the popu-
lation.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: What

is really the full term  of these
initials ?

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1y 4 oo ) :
ir, and not abbreviation. There is no full stop between the char:glergcsgcglm,

Dr. JINARAM DAS: AT 7eiafs wztvx, T. B. 8317 cry
ity v gt % w9 FRC SFRICE F7 5F 45 e %%GET sxf{read
QAN difestace ST AT 0208 | BT WS @Bl oppapyga Wa;gg
24 St FIITet 77 RAAIebT IJLAy FECE |

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: a7 7Toisifs Sleta, g

@ fras e atfpey ofe cpicl ez @2 1 @fem T

AN IFhes pfﬁ;—qza
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A%z (@ AFUTIeB @ census FA0E % census I (TCAT AFCA  HATFA L0
oq azd RiEFs T fw 49ia TEE ARg | 9z 4Bl 99 TAEZT FA |
craE A Gt A aifpeg o F wme. wfaaz agm g sfiez Wt e T
catla 3IfE T FIRT ARG corazeA wfF FiAd ([FEF A4S GpEa w59
a1 @E| ca AFAcIeed oy T B 496 FlAcaz @ @9 T 23 aTa A2 |
A< FA 020 AT | ATCZ bl WA g, AfdrE, AGT AT T 4 T
e ool AT | @ fifics Wz fRatwr wrgy e Gor 9fs an i g |
9% QB 24T FIG | GlF @b Flad czog AE AMI @IFE FIT tea stall
( 5iz3 @iwi ) FaEiws oEraFs 997 1 92 tea stall = fAfEa o=t
fErFR 77 O9fs gaay | wifi @fdEea sizest ar oo q93 sifaewis
IR AT et @i otza ot czeg | Sl SHfE J001 800 A Cif Ay
Gt 12 AT FECE A 41E i cAma ofa Azl dFE-cleT oA o
otz T =iz Tifr s i dits 9= 154 SHET wtiZra2. 12 cd=tatfieg
@l 41 4fF B oo AT A G ol TFI e AT i TItFE Atz At |
afe 537 w13 A% 77 o™ siFra e ool o7 49 f7a=n  cata
1557 Arfics @i fAaen =ife ggfaarE arEs sz Aata g | <9ifs gweeg
| @Braia orfdm, 9Ab (ri% wie wtewE 4120w | 9% 977 2HE-AIE-AUTE ATCAIry
ar=s | @i FffE sitda aigza 44d 40 =g 4979 el 9le fGetar
ots’q =@ faates Jiocel biza @IFS b7 (4iEia 64 AfprE | 97 Fiat «z
@ig stiRewica @Al Ffits | wacdy @2k B ar AET EEd fdtbores
wtfes ifa faFais @@fas Softn Sz o F@w aznlaw bieon wifig
Azieard catela  oiFem Ui AfefatT @ arF  clwee o2 e fm fag
fretz B9 . fos @featacs 7ig, @dbim, a1 9w 4= 9sia wpa azg
atF Afawta i 4= v aza cilg Ao cEfEaltAts AT (Fa5 B
495 +{2 ofTadim JFE 42 cat Fleare A =fF= @Rt |

Srijut KHORSING TERANG: e AetAfs etedim, fHeEea T, B
stttstaca it el atw eifiicm), crEch atwiE v g T, B, aitczta ﬂfﬂ':ztzn'
T. B. 291 12 ai%12 & Department @9 Incharge a7t 78t 2 E:ffia
7 It® @12 qi@l ofF FiFaca ¢

Voices :—F ' ?

Srijut KHORSING TERANG: fi@gd| 72 “RAIIEF 9al 41
@ 1% AARCE IS Gitiea st w7 atest | wmtcacata e e sl g
cotalzed ST 3G Afrmzess | g3 atwrh 3 GRS St 34 7(*;‘11
cors FRANT Gl OF 23 A1 wazte @iy o2 [ EdE @2 awE @
sital T FACHER S IEI 1 1% Figedt T, B. zAreiEca @l afecs wfs
FIta @ SlF T 27 OiF fafiitg 97 stgerage BifT ety sfEcs

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am thank(
to the hon. Mover of this Motion and also to the pother hon. M embersan‘lf,l}?;
have taken part in this Motion, because they have wished well of my Department
and have advised me to request the Hon’hle Minister of Finance to grant more
money 1or e Deparqtmem. But, Sir, T want to bring to the notice of the hon
Members of tae Hmf“’e the steps that have been taken by the Government since
we have assumed office.
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The Ghest Hospital which was previously run by the Tuberculosis Associa-
tion with 55 beds was provincialised and within the current year another 26
beds were added to it at a construction cost of Rs.51,000 apart from the equip-
ments and other running charges that we have to bear. Over and above that,
Sir, we have paid Rs.25,000 to the Tuberculosis Hospital at Jorhat to help in con-
struction at another building to include another 35 beds. I am told, Sir, that this
hospital has been started from the 2nd February of this year. Besides all these, Sir,
we have a Tuberculosis Organisation which has been carrying on survey to find
out incidence of this discase in Assam. I am sorry, Sir, to say that this party
of workers is taking a long time. However, I have asked the Officer-in-charge of
the Survey party to complete the survey report within the next month. I am told
that 65 per cent. of the people of Jorhat......

Dxr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I did not say it was 65 per
cent. of Jorhat......

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: 1 said, _Sir, that it was 65
per cent. of the people of our side who are getting Tuberculosis......

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Any way, Sir, we cannot accept
the figures mentioned by the hon. Members until they are confirmed by the final
survey report which is expected shortly.

As regards BCG vaccines, Sir, I mayinform the House that it is under an
experimental stage in Madras and Bengal. In a poor province like Assam, we
should first of all wait to see the result of this experiment.

Srijut  Haladhar Bhuyan has said that Government is not giving much
attention to provide accommodation to the increased number of Tuberculosis
patients and to the sanitary habits of the people. I may inform the House
that Government is not getting the required amount of fund to pr0v1d§: beds
for the increased number of patientsin Assam. Only the increase in the
number of beds will also not help us to solve- the problem. We have in the
meantime to see first of all to provide nutritive food to thz people and then to
advisc those people who are suffering from this disease and who cannot be
accommodated in the Tuberculosis Hospital either for want of beds or for some
other reasons, to remain isolated at home with sanitary habits.  But it is the
duty of one and all to inculcate the sanitary habit in the minds of the people
to prevent the spread of this disease. I do not be.hevc, Sn‘,. that with a limited
number of staff and fund, the Government is in a position to inculcate this
sanitary habit to the people unless they are helped by the public in general,

With these words, Sir, I request the hon. Mover of the Motion to withdraw
his Gut Motion.

\/ Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Sip,
ment made by the Hon’ble Minister of Public Health I be
to withdraw my Motion.

The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

after hearing the state-
g leave of the House

' The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I put the original Motion.
he question is :

] :cTh.at a sum not exceeding Rs.30,14,200.be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—¢39.—Public HealthZ3 sl

The question was adopted.
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Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 .y
After lunch

GRANT No.18.
(38.—Medical)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding
Rs.35,92,300 be granted to defray the charges which will come in -the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1950 for the administration
of the head—¢38.—Medical.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That a sum not exceeding Rs.35,92,300 be granted to defray the charges
which- will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—*38. —Medical’,”

There are two Cut Motions.

Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury may move his Cut Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, I do not feel encouraged
to move my Cut Motion in the light of the statement made by Hon’ble Srijut
Ramnath Das in accepting our request sometimes.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir, what was the request ?
That was with regard to the Public Health and not with regard to the Medical
Cpartment.

. Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: About Tuberculosis patients, Sir,
ir, I am not going to move my Cut Motjon. :
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir, Dr. Emr
dhu.ry stated that the Government should discourage keeping of Tuberculosis
Patient in the same Ward with other patient in the Jorhat Hospital. For the
information of the House, I should state that a Tuberculosis Clinic at Jorhat

was started in a separate Ward and it is at a distance from the main Ward.
The Tuberculosis patients are not kept in the main Ward.

an Husain Chau-

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now put the main Demand as 5 question,
The question is :

““That a sum not exceeding Rs.35,92,300 be granted to defray the charges

Which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
arch, 1950 for the administration of the head—¢38.—Medical’.”

The question was adopted.
GRANT No.3¢

(Loans and advances bearing interest and not bearing interest)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceed-
Ing Rs.85,60,000 be granted to defray the charges, which will come in the course
Ofpayment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1950 for the administration
of head—¢¢I,oans and Advances bearing interest and not bearing interest.”
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.85,60,000 be granted to defr:_iy the cﬂargfsé
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31s

March, 1950 for the administration of the head—‘Loans and Advances bearing
interest and not bearing interest’.” c

There are no cut Motions on this Grant.

Now I put the question,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is :

““That a sum not gxcecding R583,60,000 be grantcd to def_ray the ‘ghﬂ.gglﬁi
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 2
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—Loans and Advances bearing
intere§t and not bearing interest’.”

he question was adopted.
GRANT NO.9

(18-B and 68-B Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works).

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J.M. NICHOLS-ROY: M. Speaker, Sir, on the
recommendation of IHis Excellency, the Governor of Assam, I beg to move
that a sum not exceeding Rs.15,40,700 be granted to delray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3Ist March,

1950 for the administration of the head—*¢18-B and 68-B.—Navigation, Embank-
ment and Drainage’,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

‘“That a sum not exceeding Rs.15,40,700 be granted to defmy the Cha;g;es
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st

March, 1950 for the administration of the head—18-B and 68-B.—Navigation,
\kaent and Drainage’.” :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr. S peaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the total provision of Rs.15,40,700 under Grant No.9, major head 18-B and
68-B.—Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Work, at page 56 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of' Rs.15,40,700 do stand
reduced by Re.1.

Sir, I urge upon the Government for distribution of money to each district on
> .
Population basis.

Sir, the other day we have come to know from the: Hon’ble Minister-
in-charge that the tota] provision under Embankment and Drainage schemes has
mainly been made for Jorhat and Nalbari areas and other places have been
neglected, Sir, Goalpara is always neglected, and unfortunately on this occasion
also nothing has been done for the district of Goalpara. So I would like to
request the Hon’ble Minjster in-charge as the district of Goalpara is backward,
at least on Population basis some more money should be allotted for the purpose.

With these fey words, Sir, I beg to commend my Motion for the acceptance
of the House, ; :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

“Tha—t 1he tOta]_ provision Of RS.]_S 4.'0,700 under Grant NO.Q, Major head —
18-B. and 68-B.— avigation, Embankn’nent and Drainage Work, at page 56 of

the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i e., the amount of the whole grant of
RS.15,40,700 do stand reduczd by .R’e.l”. -
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Prof. P. M. SARWAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Mover of the Cut Motion
has tried to draw the attention of the Government to the need of paying attention
to his locality. This will have a salutary effect on the Government if this is carried
out, because the tendency of the Government is to pay more attention (o the
clamorous section of the people. It is in evidence all over the world. Therefore
this will have a salutary effect on the Government so that Government will be
forced to pay attention to all sections and all classes of people and all divisions of
people situated in out of the way places. Therefore, I support this Cut Motion.

The Hon’ble Rev.]. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I\-I:‘..Spcakcr, Sir, this
Motion has been moved only to urge the Government to distribute moncy to cach
district on a population basis, and the hon. - Mover has said that attention has been
given only to certain areas of Assam, viz., Jorhat and Nalbari.

First of all, T want to say that our policy has been to do work wherever it is
urgently and most urgently necessary in order to protect the arcas that are flooded
by rivers and where a great deal of devastation is caused by the floods and in order
also to save cultivation to give food to the Province. This is the idea why
Government has adopted the policy to do Embankment and Drainage work
wherever it" is considered most urgently necessary. Of course there are schemes
which may be of first priority, of second priority and of third priority. There are
schemes like the scheme suggested by Maulavi Md. Abul Kashem in S_outh
Goalpara and South Dhubri which will cost about a crore of rupces and it will be
beyond the financial possibility of the Government of Assam. On such schemes
we cannot spend much time. We can investigate whenever hon. Mcm‘bcl‘s
ask for investigation, but we cannot spend too chh time and sc'n1d our officers
there, Tt will simply disturb the work which are of first priority. This proposal
cannot be practicable at all, for it will mean that some amount of money that we
have will be blocked if we distribute it according to population basis 5 Supposing
in one area according to population basis 30 lakhs of rupees is to be allotted to thay
area but that area may not have schemes wh_lch are considered to bc_ most urgently
necessary and that money will have to be diverted to some other districts or thay
money will be blocked. Therefore it will be scen that it is impracticable in somg
districts to start Embankment and Drainage schemes, and some of these schemeg
are not ready. It isimpossible for the Department with a small staff that we haye
to send Overseers and Engineers to every place in every district. Therefore, firsg
we are to see where are the most urgent schemes that may be carried out. Thjs
is the policy of the Government and not because we do not want to reach out of
the-way places as Mr. Sarwan seems to suggest in his spcech, but we have to serye
those places which are most urgently necessary, I therefore hope thati the honp,
Nlembr':r: will withdraw his Motion considering the impracticability of kig
suggestion.  Government is trying its best to attend to the needs of the Province

a\'579h0]c.

_ Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: With a request of the Hon’ble
Minister that the case of Goalpara will be given priority, I beg leave of the Houge
to withdraw my Motion.

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the
House to withdraw his Motion?

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I put the original Motion.

The question is :

‘““I'hat a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,40,700 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—‘18-B and 68-B.—Navigation,
Embankment and Drainage’ .

The question was adopted.

T

[
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GRANT No.29
(56.—Stationery and Printing)

The Hon’ble Maulana MD. TAYYEBULLA : On the recommendation of
His E.\'cellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.7,68,400 he granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course af payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1950 for the
administration of the head—¢°56,—Stationery and Printing”,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

(-]
. ‘“That a suin not exceeding Rs. 7,68,400 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head~——‘56.—-Stat10nery and Printing’ »,

Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM : 1 beg, Sir, to move that the provision of
Rs. 3,76,867 under Grant No, 29, Major head—56.—Stationery and Printing,
Minor head-—D.—-Govermnent Press (total), at page 260 of the Budget, be
reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.7,68,400 do stand
reduced by Re, 1. '

My object in moving this Cut Motion is to criticise Government’_s failure to
materialise the assurance given on the floor of the House fo:: supplying stitched
Gazettes. My hon. Friend, the I\fjinistcr-in-chargc?, assured in the last {Xssembly
Session to supply us with stitched Gazettes, but up till now we are getting  this
Gazette in loose form which may be lost. So I hope this time I will get an assy.
rance from the Hon’ble Minister remedying this defect.

The Hoh’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.3,76,867 under Grant No. 29, Major head—
56.—Stationery and Printing, Minor head—D.—Government Press (total), at page

260 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.7,68,400 do stand reduced by Re, 1°°,

The Hon’ble Maulana MD. TAYYEBULLA: My, Speaker, Sir. In the

last September Session, an assurancc was -given - to the “hon, NMover” of the Cut
otion in regard to the supplying of stitched Gazette. About that time two
stitching machinzes (with stitching wires) were ordered. In December end, 1948,
the stitching machines arrived ; but stitching wires have not yel come, nor are
these available now in the market. So, the matter is regretted, as hon. Members
have been put to a great deal of inconvenience. The stitching wires are coming
very soon, I understand,

When these arrive, we will be soon able to supply stitched Gazettes, possibly

from the next financial year. On this assurance, I hope the hon. Mover will
withdraw his CQut Motion.

Maulavi MD, ABUL KASHEM: On the assurance of th

. : ’ ¢ Hon’hle
Minister, 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw my Cut Motion,

_ The Cut Motjon was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.7,68,400 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—-‘Sé.——Stationery and Printing® *’,

‘The question was adopted.
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GRANT No.4
(9.—Stamps)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency, the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.59,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1950 for the administration
of the head—<9.—Stamps”.

The RHon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

59,800 be granted to defray the charges which

uring the year ,e:l}’ding on the 31st March,

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.
will come in the course of paymentd
1950 for the administration of the head—*9.—Stamps" .~

There are no Cut Motions. I am putting the question.

The question is: o B

<“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 59,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year (’:n’c,lmg on the 3]st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—*‘9.—Stamps’.

The question was adopted.

Resolutions

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We have finished with the Government Busi-
ness fixed for today. We shall now take up Resolutions. We dealt up to No.16,
Nos.17 and 18 stand in the names of Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua and Raja  Ajit
Narayan Dev, both of whom are absent. No.19 stands in the name of
Maulavi Md. Abul Kashem.

Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM: I have got an assurance from the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary ; so I do not like to move this Resolution.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution No.20 stands in the name of
Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan. |

Resolution regarding reduction of prices of foodstuffs and other
commodities in the Province

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I heg to move
that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take immediate
steps to decrease the prices of foodstuffs and other commodities in the Province.

In moving my Resolution I beg to call the attention of this House to the fact
that the masses of people in Assam are greatly exercised about the high prices
that are prevailing in the Province in regard to foodstufls and other commodities,
such as cloth. I do not think that the Government or any hon. Member of this
august House can gainsay this. Thatis, the great majority of the people in
As.sam want that the Government do take immediately steps to reduce the
prices of foodstuffs and other commodities, such as cloth, in the province. The
truth of what I have said is indicated by the good men of the Province, namely,
the leaders of village Pathsalas and of schools and colleges. The village Pandits,
the school teachers and the college professors all have their respective associa-
tions. Through these associations these honourable people(the best that any coun-
try can produce and who really build up the Nation and produce the future lea--
ders of the country)—have all demanded cither increased salary or adequate dear-
ness allowance. All this shows that even these good men, the Pandits, school masters
and the college professors are getting discontented because of the prevailing high
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prices. 'This discontent, originating from high prices of foodstuffs and other
commodities such as cloth is spreading far and wide throughout the Province and
is likely to engulf everybody, if the Government do not take timely action to reduce
prices by all means in their power, since the great majority thatis supporting

them in Assembly is not likely to say “nay” to any Government measures, Which
might reduce prices.

: The Government may say that nothing could be done as the whole world
is affcctg:d. Yes, Sir, the whole world may be affected, but it does not prevent
me to give food and clothing to my children, and the Government has no busi-
ness to say that the whole world being affected, the Government of Assam can
do nothing about it to help out the common people of Assam. Where there is
a wxll. there isa way. I give an example. The Indian Tea Association is an
Association of foreign people. Look at what they are doing for those who
labour and depend on them. The Indian 1'ea Association has no governmental
pPower to issue ordinances and ukases to reduce prices, and yetthe Indian Tea
Association has realised long ago the frightful need of providing foodstuffs and
other commodities at decreased or reduced prices. They have done what isin
their power. Those tea estates that are associated with the Indian Tea Asso-
ciation are providing foodstuffs and other commoditics at greatly reduced rates,
on a par with the pre-war prices, by subsidising. If the Government are power-
less to reduce prices in the market, they must decide to subsidise the foodstuffs
and other commodities, just as the Indian Tea Association have done, and thereby
the Government can remove the present discontent in the province of Assam.
The Government should do one or the other. I therefore urge on the Assembl
to pass this Resolution so that to improve the conditions in the Province the
Government will decrease or reduce prices of foodstuffs and other commodities
in the province of Assam. ”

With these words, I commend my Resolution to the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved :
“T'hat this Assembly is of opinion that the (Government of Assam do take

immediate steps to decrease the prices of foodstuffs and other commodities in the
Province.”

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the present moment the most im-
portant thing that the Provincial Government could and should do is to reduce the
prices of foodstuffs and other commodm?s necessary for the common man, O'n the
ability of the Government to reduce prices, to help out the common man, in his
admittedly intolerable distress, with the least delay, depends the very safety of
the country during this present time of unravelable world tangle. This would be
a short-term plan, as well as a scheme, 1_"0_1‘ the province of Assam, but it throws
into the shade dozens of long-term ambitious schemes, which are causing such
dizzying headaches to the Provincial Government. - v

I have often heard people repeat that Democracy is the Gov
people, by the people and for the people. AsDemocracy works out, say for
instance, in Great Britain, a truly democratic-minded Government finds out
what the majority of the people that is, the common men want, and gives priority
to meeting the wishes and immediate wants of the common people. What do
the common peop}_e in Assam want just -I'IOW,. as distinct from the dCSirCS of the
vehement, vocal, vociferous, microscopic minority that seek jobs, contracts,
monopolies and so forth ? Are not the wishes and wants of the common people,
the overwhelming majority of people in Assam, expressed in demands for food-
stuffs and other commodities, such as cloth, at reasonably reduced rates?

ernment of the

This Resolution, if passed, would ask the Government to reduce the prices of
foodstuffs and commodities ‘that the common people of Assam need. If the
Government accept the Resolution they must give priority to reduction of prices,
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before all other schemes. I the Covernment will not accept the l’\.:;«.lu{h.n il.
‘will imply that they think that the common people do not want t‘('\ilh tion of
the present prices of food-stuffs and other commaoditics.  Let the Government
say so and declare that it is all a matter of opinion. But il the Government are
convinced that the people are suffering from high prices (and nobody wants to
endure suffering if it could be avoided) the Government have no other option but
to reduce prices, if possible and necessary, even by means of ordinances, which
have become so democratically handy these days.

.

The undoubtedly unbearable suffering of the common p cople in Assam
needs to be ended and prices in Assam have got to be brought down forthwith,
if necessary, by subsidies. The British were asked to quit India so that condi-
tions of life for the common people would case, and that the burden on poor
people would lighten. The British quitted taklr_lg care of the people in 1946 with
the 1946 election, and finally quitted the land with bagz and baggage on August
15, 1947. What has been happening since 19436'-4,7 ? Has thcr(.: not been a continy.
ous and progressive deterioration in the conditions undcr- wlncl} tl}c COMIMOnN peo-
ple in Assam have been living ? We have the spectacle of the rise in vrices such as
never has been witnessed even in the worst days of the last global war. Things
have gone away, with administrative corruption sky-rocketing the prices of
cornered food-stufls and essential commodities such as cloth.

I request the hon. House to accept the Resolution so that the Government
might make an all-out effort to bring down prices I shall not, this time, urge
that the Assembly be dissolved (Laughier), but I have something more palatable
to suggest. I humbly suggest that should the Government fail to  bring down
Prices in the Province of Assam within the next six months, for the sake of sufler-
ing humanity, they could not do better than resign and make room for others,
(Loud laughier), who might try a hand at reducing prices of foodstuifs -apg
other commodities in the province of Assam, cven if they have to subsidise this
scheme, namely. price reduction. Incidentally the improved condition of (he
common people will automatically for¢e the Communists, if there are any ip
Assam, to go underground and thence outside the boundaries of Assam.

The Hon’ble the SPEAXER: Itscems no other hon. Member is taking
part. The Hon’ble Parliamentary Secretary may reply.

Spea’l:g:qgﬂ_: Bifﬁ{lIALA 'PROSAQ C HAL.!{E-IA (Parliamentary Secretary): Mr.

ik e’x 1r£ c; 1¢ subject of this Resolution is of urgent nanon'al unportance, but

Resolutiogeac :;j 1s that the (:overumei}t would profit by the deliberations on  this

oy coucretI:; what more 1 expected is that the Mover w?uld be throwing out

e Suggestions as to t_he nature of measures which the Government
adopt for dealing with this very important and scrious problem.

I feel, Sir, that this inflation and the high prices of commodities has

1 . 5 ot great
Z‘;ﬁ-t‘g?s 1?313 matter of fact to convertible sta}g‘es._ What do we find f%omg the
19397 The g index of India basing on the price for week-ending 19th August,
in ca.\Se i afo's-]tllon under the week ending 19th Jjanuary, 1944 price index
up to 319 3“511 tural commodities is 285'9 and in January 1947 it went
flo toaggsqarlqary“wflif it again went up to 386'3. and in January 1949 it has
practicglly i ii. rSO, Sir, the tendency of inflation is still there and there has beecn
Triclis, 58 o Wholep ovement. With regard to this question in our country taking

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : May I get an explanation as
to what kind of index figures the hon. Parliamentary Secretary is giving?

Sy S S CETAREE SESRNERS Pt

~*Speech not corrected,
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*Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) : These
are cost of living index, that is, figures of the week ending 19th August, 1939, the
price that were prevailing in 1932 and how they compare to the price index
of today. This is a Government of India paper. ; '

; “Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Do these figures relate to Assam
or India? ;

“Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
Relating to India.

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : £s the Paliamentary
Sccretary correct in saying that this index is of cost of living? »

“Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA—(Parliamentary Secretary):
Cost of living index.

T have this price of living index of agricultural and other commodities.

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Ifitis cost of living index,
then it must have been in rupees, annas and pics. :

*Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary): Yes,
Sir, these are in rupees.

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It cannot be.

*Srijut BIVIALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretgry):
Whatever is taken the basis is taken on the 19th August, 1939, as hundred. If
vou.... :

*Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Is this the price index ?

*Srijut . BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
Yes. Sir.

Of late, this positi6n has changed and there has been inflation by 12 per cent. as
it is compared to the figure on the 7th Augl_ls-t, 1948 and as com'par.::d to the ﬁgure
of the 22nd January, 1949. Whereas the position about price of rice in our province
has remained almost stationary and as a matter of fact, there has been slight
improvement now. The price of rice in Assam in ‘_]anuary 1044 was Rs. 19-8 per
maund and in January, 1945 it came down to Rs.13-8 to Rs.14-8, in January, 19‘_!6
it went down again to Rs. 12 to Rs. 133_“" 1947 1t.remamed the same and in
1948 January, it went upto Rs. 15-8 to Rs. 15-12 and in 1949 January, it was
between Rs. 15 to Rs. 20 per maund.

With regard to the prices of decontrolled coinmodities, I propose to show the
comparative prices prevailing i'n February, 1949 as compared with those prevailing
on the 30th June, 1948, Salt—in _junc 1948 the price was between Rs.8 and 19 per
maund as compared with thatin February when it came down to between Rs. 5
to Rs 8 per maund. In the case of sugar it was Rs.1-4 to 1-6 per seer in June, 1948
and in  February 1949 it was Rs. 1-1 to 1-4 per scer. Pulses 12 annas to 1 rupee
in June 1948 and 12 annas to 15 annas in Fcbrum‘y_,_l9fl—?. Mustard Oil, Rs.2-4
to Rs. 2-8 in June, 1948 and the same price is prevailing in February, 1949 There
was no change in the price of this cammodity.

#Speech not corrected,
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Sir, T fully appreciate the necessity for bringing down the prices i rO.UdDLiUI}h’
but the vicious circle that has created all this inflation had to be cut through ;y.
all possible means. The hon. Members of the House are iu”}’ aw;‘u-(z gf _t 1e
measures that the Government of India have taken in fighting this 1n :_mOn
prqblcm. So long we have not been able to fight this inflation in our (:(_)unlcllY as
It 18 not possible for a single province or a particular province to l)rmg,; . (_)(}V‘“]
Prices.  Yet, Sir, T would like to inform the House that Government have (lu:l ¢
to cut down the price of rice and paddy with effect from the lst ‘of Apri n.c.'\.l
and thereby to have another cut again in the month o[_ May_ next.
In this way, Sir, the Government iutcnri to bring down the prices with the
Co-operation of the public.

*Prof. P. M. SARWAN: You are going to cut down the price of rice
and paddy ; why not cloth ?

*Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Sepreta}r)) :Vt;\l”lth
regard to the price of cloth, Sir, this is fixed by the Government of India. S 11(:11
the price of cloth in the mills went up very high, the Government of India decided
to bring the price of cloth again under control. And with regard to certain other
commoditites also, such as wheat and other things, the prices are determined by
the Government of' India and therefore, we have not got much hand in those
commodities. ’

. As regards the suggestion about subsidy for bringing down the price for the
relief of the consumers, Sir you may take the dearness allowance and rice
concession now being et b;r the Government to their cmployees as more or less
a subsidy. But I do not think, Sir, with the very small resources of the province
u Wi“ be possible to c‘ctcnci thi; scheme of subsidy or concession to the general
Public of the province. ‘What is more necessary in this regard is, I suppose, to
make our people conscious of this national problem. Sir, I have the opportunity
of meeting some friends who have recently returned from overseas—-they had been
to England for study—it is very encourazing to hear from them about the national
Character of the British people, how in spite of acute scarcity there the DBritish
F;:r‘fl: behaved themselves. Although there is great scarc.ity there in WhiC!l a
is not?ﬁnm' get even two cups of tea for want of sugar, yet this black marketing
blackmarf:}:gtenqc in England. I engmred of one of my f1‘1e'nd3 whether there was
sorry to ha( ng in England. He said that there were only in two quarters—I am
marketin ve to tell the hon. Members that these two quarters where black-
of a Jew ng;x”‘t’ in England are the restaurant of our Indian people and another
Sthen pla;ces iis? are the only two places in which black-marketing is known, but in
We can make 18 not in existence. Sir, only if we can stop this black-marketing, if
them to co our Peoplt:: conscious about the‘lmportance of this problem and _ask
I think it wil-f)geratc _with thg Government in whatever measures they are taking,

€ possible to hring down prices within a reasonable period of time.

With these words, Sir, I would request my Friend, the Mover of this Resolu-

tion, to see his way to withdraw it.

“Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the
assurance given by the hon. Parliamentary Secratary in charge of Supply that he

will take steps in bringing down the prices, I beg leave of the House to withdraw
my Resolution.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his Resolution?
(Voices—yes, yes) .
The Resolution stands withdrawn by the leave of the Touse.

*Speech not corrected,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Resolution No. 21 — Maulavi Muha-
mmad Abul Kashem to move.

Resolution Regarding Opening of a Steamer Sub-Agency at Mankachar

Maulavi: MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM.: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move tha{ in view of the difficulties now being experienced by the business-
men of Mankachar and the Garo Hills in booking ~their goods at Rowmari
Ghat in Rangpur District. this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of
Assam do take immediate steps to move the R.S.N.Co. and I.G.N.Co., for
opening a Sub-Agency at Mankachar as early as possible.

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member must not use abbrevia-
tions,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: I beg your pardon. Sir, I

mean the River Steam Navigation Company and the Indian General Naviga-
tion Company.

Sir, my object in moving this Resolution is to do away with the difficulties
which the people of these areas are expericncing now. In the pre-partition
days the arrangement was that our commodities for the Garo Hills and for the
part of Goalpara district which falls near the boundary are taken to Rowmari
which now falls in Pakistan, but due to partition these people nowadays
cannot take their commodities to those places. There was previously no difficulty
in taking the goods to Rowmari and bringing them to Mank:a-char side. Butf
Now since partition when marchants want to take goods for booking at Rowmari
to Galcutta or to any other place in the Indian Dominion, they still violate the
existing custom rules. According to custom rules the merchants living in the
Indian Dominion are not allowed to take their goods to Pakistan territory.  So,
it is not known whether they book their goods to any other place in the Indfan
Dominion or they sell them in Pakistan. This is a difficulty felt inside t.he.: Indian
Dominion by the public concerned. The gools from the Indian Dominion, are
generally detained in Pakistan while passing through it, and as a result our
merchants suffer a good deal. Sometimes, in case of important articles, difficulties
are experienced due to the interference by the National Guards and custom
officers as they consider that those gong are to _bc z_tctuaily_exported from Rowmari
to any other place in the Indian Dominion, which is a foreign Dominion to them.
Because marchants, in bringing commodities from Calcutta to our side, arve to book
them from Rowmari, and as Rowmari 1s a landing ground for them, the
Pakistan officers do not like to allow free export of those goods from Rowmari
Ghat to our side. I would, therefore, suggest, Sir, that the Government should
move both the steamer companies to start one sub-agency at Mankachar to do away
all these difficulties of the public and the merchants especially . By a sub-agency
I mean an agency of the steamer company where the steamer company can book
goods of our merchants or people to any place in the Indian Dominion. And in
that case it wil] be the duty of the steamer company to take those goods from
Mankachar to Rowmari through Pakistan, and similarly the ste
shall be able tq give delivery of goods at the sub-agency to the
other consignees, and thus great difficulty could be ‘averted.
charges will be neccessary for carrying goods to Rowmari Ghat from ¢
sub- agency, the people will be quite ready to pay them, if that wil] be. reasonable.
Moreover, Sir, it is known to many that when there is no other means of tran-
sport, and the river Brahmaputra passes far away from the Indian Dominion
in that portion of the area, there cannot be any regular Ghat in the Indian Domi-
nion wherefrom the goods can be diverted. A Ghat if opened near Dhubri on the

amer company
marchants or
If any extra
his suggested
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either bank would serve no useful purpose, and at the same time the cost of trans-
port charges by trucks are so heavy that it will be impossible for our merchants
to bear.

With these words, Sir, I commend my Resolution for the acceptance of the
House, and I ask all the hon. Members coming from either Goalpara or Garo Hills
Districts to support my Resolution, they being fully awarc of the difficulties that I
have just now mentioned.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved : :
“That in view of the difficulties now being experienced by the business-
men of Mankachar and the Garo Hills in booking their goods at Rowmari
Ghat in Rangpur District, this Assembly is of opinion that Government of Assam
do take immediate steps to move the River Stcam Navigation Company and
Indian General Navigation Company for opening a Sub-Agency at Mankachar as
early as possible.”
. The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, I do not think a secong
reply is necessary for this Resolution which aims at a ]_)flrtlcula.l‘ purposc.  The
subject which has been brought beforc this House is nothing new (o us.
It is as old as 25 years or more. A long time ago a voluminous correspon-
dence was carried on between the Governments of Assam and Bengal when Bengal
was undivided —for fixing up a road from Mankachar to Rowmari. Both Govern-

ments ultimately agreed that this road should be utilised for lraﬂ_ic by both the
provinces for the henefit of the people of that area _:ulfl_ of thc_ District of Garo
Hills. But subsequently, after doing many preliminaries, nothing was  done and
things remained as it was. Soon after the partition the question came to the

forefront of this Government, particularly for the reason that a large
raw materials from the Garo Hills had to pass through Pakistan
order that it may go to Tndia. In the agreement arrived at in the Ing
Conference held in Calcutta, it was agreed that [or transport of things in such
areas it should be governed by a wholesome provision (which is nothing more than
what relates to other international relationship between  free countries,) that
goods in transit should not be held up by any party. So far as the Ghat is concer-
ned, we received representation from the people of that area, but I do not know
whet.hcr my hon. Friend is aware of it. In order to avoid difficulties mentioned
by hx.m’, 1t was represented that a Ghat should be opened within  the Indjan
Dominion to maintain direct conftact with the Garo Hills. The matter was taken
up by us even then. And what the hon. Member is seeking in his Resolution was

done by Government even then. But jt was pointed out by the
Companies that it was n

tion, but it could be

quantity of
territory. in
er Dominion

: Steamer
ot possible to have a Ghat nearabout for a direct conpee.

: possible to have one at a distance of a.bout 20 or 25 moies
from Mankachar, that is, near about Fakiragram; and that in the winter season
the Ghat would be somewhere near Mankachar. This matter was examined ap is
still under_ examination, but I do not really know how far, if this Ghat is
accepted, it would he of any benefit to the people. Very recently we had
referred the matter again to the Steamer Companies and I would read (op the
information of the hon. Members the recent communication . we had from
the Joint Agent of the Steamer Company.

“Inreply toyour lctter No. TIRY, 27/49/4 of 5th March 1919 T h.ve 1o
advise that Mankachar s some miles distant from Rowmari Ghat and in the
rains communication ig maintained by boat and in the dry season by caris,
There has been much_correspondence in the past regarding the cart tract from
Rowmari cold weather Ghat ¢q Mankachar—part of which lal!_:.m the Provinee of
Bengal and part in Assam and for many years prior to partition attempts were



1949.] RESOLUTIONS 451

made to get the Governments of Bengal and Assam to acquire the right of way so
that carts could pass freely. Unfortunately, in spite. of voluminous correspon-
dence and many inspections by various Government officials nothing resulted.
With the advent of partition part of the track now falls in Pakistan and part in
Assam and naturally the difficulties are much greater and it is not practicable for
the Steamer Cormpanies to open an Out Agency at Mankachar,

Attempts have been made to find a site for the Ghat in the Indian territory,
but the only possibl

¢ site at present is at the entrance to Dematollah Nullah which
i3 about 4 to 5 miles south of Fakirganj and 3 to 4 wmiles north west of Salmara.
Phis site is at a chyr nearly 1 mile out from the main bank and there is no road
connection. During the rains boating will be necessary. The site is about 38
miles distant from Mankachar®, :

S0 one can at once sce whether any benefit will accrue for having the Ghat
over here. It will, therefore, be seen that what was proposed in the Resolution is
being done by this Government.for a long time past ; and now the initial difficul-
ties that have been pointed out by the Steamer Company have also been placed
before the hon. Members. I shali give further assurance that we shall carry on
the correspondence with the Stcamer Company whether any alternative is possi-
ble. But as the things stand, I think, the hon. Mover will agree that there is pg
necessity for pressing this Resolution and that he should withdraw jt, - We have
done very much—more than the hon. Member had contemplated and I could te]]
him that we do not like to rest till any possibility of a better communication with
Mankachar than the one that has been proposed is investig.ated. With these words
I would request the hon. Member to withdraw his Resolution.

" Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM: Posibly I can
this something more. From what has now been given -out by _the Hon’ble
Premier T quite appreciate that the Government has taken all possible steps to
have a sub-agency or a steamer Ghat near about Mankachar. But as the area is
not known to the Hon’ble Premier, I want to give some information particularly
to the Hon’ble Premicr. The distance from Dematollah to Fulbari would be
about 12 miles or so. From Dematollah to Fulbari there s no road and it is not
possible to have any road by that side, because the current of the mighty Brahma-
putra will be against it and a road on the westernly direction is also not possi-
ble. So the only counnection between Dematollah and Fulbari would be by
river route and not by road. But the difficulties arise —only during the rains
this is navigable, so this will not serve any useful

speak on

Purpose. Asfor 5 sub-agency
the main objection of the Steamer Company, as it ¥rcars from Stheir reply, is
that it will not be possible for them to cover the risk of comm

3 unication from
Mankachar to Rowmari for the absence of any good road. But I think that can be
remedied as some suitable parties may be found out who can take the responsibi-
lity of carrying goods from Mankachar to Rowmari Ghat, If the ¢ teamer Copy,-
pany find that some reliable company come to t?ke the Sub“agcncy on  contract
basis then they will have no objection to open this sub-agency there. i ‘Fhe main
difficulty of road con l

1munication and river communication will pet arise in that
case, because the merchants are now in the habit of bringing

Rowmari Ghat to Mankachar and Manlgachar to Rowmari Ghat either by
by boats. People are in the habit of doing that. 1In view of what 1 haye said
1 hope the Hon’ble Premier will kindly communicate with the Steamer |
that they would help 1hem in finding  out a sujt

Compa
' able party for this. Ag J I;1):1arxlzye:
said we shall he ready to pay for having a *{b-agency there. S
as no other

) these word
Member is taking part, Ibeg leave of "the House ¢o withdrawomi;
Resolution.

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.,
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Resolution re-arrangement of motor launch service from
Hallidayganj to Dhubri to connect the South Bank
of Brahmaputra in Dhubri Subdivision.

Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM : Sir, T beg to move

¢<«This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take early
steps to arrange motor-launch service from Hallidayganj to Dhubri to connect
the South Bank of the Brahmaputra in Dhubri Subdivision with district head-
quarters at Dhubri throughout the year™.

Unfortunately for me the Minister concqrncd is absent now. However 1

expect a reply from the Hon’ble Premicr.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOIL: He will just come.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL IKKASHEM : It has been stated times with-
out number that the areas on the south bank of the Brahmaputra in Dhubri Sub-
division i.e., Mankachar and South Salmara are not connected with the head-

uarters at Dhubri for want of proper communication. The existing Public
Works Department road is in such a condition that it is not motorable, even for
the dry season t.¢., for 5 months not to speak of having a road for the whole ycar
from Dhubri to Mankachar. So even for the dry season we are not having a good
road. It is not known whether it would be possible for the Hon’ble Minister to
construct 2 rogd connecting those areas with the district headquarters at
Dhubri. Oncein reply to a question of mine, I was not the least surprised to
et a reply that Mankachar has been connected via Tura. The distance will
only be f:rlpled_anc.l more if Mankachar is connected via Tura  So this is the
proposition wl_nch is practically impossible and it helps In no way the public to
et over the difficulties of communication. There is a proposal for an all-weather
road from Halidayganj to Garobada, but it should be from Halidayganj to
ot :mdh]f this road is constructed that will become a motorable road all the
year and t ﬁ"e will be no difficulty of communication from Halidayganj to
MarlkaChar t r;Iug'hout th‘_f year. But difficulty remains in regard to communica-
tione betwecn alidayganj and Dhubri and it has been said that it is not possible
to improve it due to flood and due to erosion. The difficulty will remain there
for ever. This cannot be remedied unless there be an cmbankment in  the whole
area \_thh will take centuries or such time as will probably wash the whole area.
So, Sir, for t_hls tervening period I suggest that the headquarters at Dhubri be
conncct?d with a motor launch service from Halidayganj Now there has been a
connection of the Brahmaputra with Jinjiram and it has become navigable
throughout the whole year. ~ If 5 gteam launch service is started, Sir, it can carry
assengers from Halidayganj touching at Sukchar and Hazirhat and South
Salmara and this may reach Dhubri. This is the only possible way by which the
Government can do away with the difficulties of the people of the area. I know
that the Hon’ble Minister will say at opce that ferries shall not be available and
also that tlflerc 18 N0 money at his disposal. It will be seen that assurance for the
qoalpara cxmy LOOkfa year to materia)ise. I think the Hon’ble Minister will
divert some }r{xo}rllc'é ‘rom other heads or other parts of the Province to connect
this area Wit “t = rls?”“:t headquarters, It js most reasonable that to go to our
peadquarters : eo ? cc inked with Dhyuhyi but we are not getting opportunity to go
(here for wan Mo.“.lmuﬂlcation. On one occasion I got a letter that our
'hle Revenue Minister was Paying a visit to Dhubri and I received the letter

Hon'D pefore the visit of i
WO days of the Hon’hle Minister- 1 had to refrain from going
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to Dhubri for shortage of t
Mankachar—the only way
know that the speed of the
situation in which we are a

the Hon’ble 1\'Iinister-in-charge, instead of giving me similar reply as before, this
time he would give an assurance that he will do away with our difficulties and

that the people will find opportunity to go to their headquarters. They are in
extreme difficulty,

ime because it takes 31 days to reach Dhubri from
is to go by boat by up-current and the hon. Members
boat cannot be more than 2 miles per hour. This is the
nd as these difficulties cannot be exaggerated 1 think

With' these

few words, Sir, T move the Resolution for the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved :
““That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take
Y Steps to arrange motor launch service from Halidayganj to Dhubri to connect

the South Bank of the Brahmaputra in Dhubri Subdivision with the district head-
quarters at Dhubri throughout the year”.

ear]

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J-M. NICHOLS-ROY : I am sorry, Sir, I was out just

for a few minutes because a question just arrived from an hon. Member which
needed my immediate attentjon.

First of all T want to give information to the hon. Members that the
jogighopa—Goalpara ferry is running now. It was started from the 20th of this
month.  So the statement that Maulavi Md. Abul Kashem made when the ferry
would be running is replied to. The delay was due to the fact that the ferry
purchased by the Government of India need repairs, and certain alterations had
to be done before it was brought to Assam.

With regard to the question itself we have had this proposal examined. I
fully sympathise with the difficulty of the hon. Member. He would like very

much to quicken the: communication between Mankachar and Dhubri. Of
course, this is the policy of the Government to quicken communication every=
where. T realise it myself when I have t

0 go to certain places in Assam. You
can go to Delhi in one day, but you cannot reach certain parts of Assam even

in two or three days. We would like to eliminate all these difficulties everywhere
including Mankachar which is just like Kalapani or Andaman Islands during the
rainy season. The report that we have received from the Superintending
Engineer who investigated the matter runs thus:—

“As there is already a Public Works De.partm.ent motor ferry from Dhubri to
Fakirganj during winter and to Tindubi during rains, the Proposed motor ferry,
if feasible, will be from Halidayganj to Fakitganj and Tindubi. But T do pot
think the latter ferry is feasible for the following reasons :—

The <Sut? (branch of the Jinjiram river) at Bamnj
Brahmaputra river which formed only last year, as it i
relied on for future. It may cither be silted UP In near future closing the ‘Sutj’
or the entire course of the river ‘]injiragn may be diverted through this ‘Suti’
leaving the down portion of the river dried up gradually making it impassable for
plying boats. '

connecting the
$ understood, cannot be

The second difficulty is that the distance from Halid
be about 30 mileg along the river route. It will t
motor boat to perform the journey against the current of the rivers including two
stoppages on the way, Even if the boat starts from Halidayganj early in the
morning she will be too late to catch the ferry from Tindubi to Dhubri. This means

ayganj to Tindubi will
ake at least 12 hours- for a
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the passengers will have to stop for the night at Tindubi to catch the ferry for
i This proposition does

Dhubri next morning. So, a daily ferry 1s not possibln, :
not appear to be economically sound also considering the small volume of traffic
likely to be served.”

Sir, we had great difficulty in getting anybody to run a steam ferry from
Dhubri to Fakirganj. When we advertised no one came forward. I the hon.
Member can help us in finding out some people who would come forward to
purchase a steamer and run the ferry therc, we shall be wvery glad indeed. For
the present, Sir, it seems almost impossible, but nevertheless we shall examine
what can be done. If the hon. Member can suggest some practical methods by
which this can be done we shall be very thankful.  We are very sympathetic and
would like to eliminate these difficulties, if possible ; thatis all I can say at the
moment. In view of this, I would request my hon. Friend to withdraw his

Resolution.

Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T am- very glad to
hear that the Hon’ble Minister will examine the question. But hefore I withdraw
my Resolution I would like to say a few words regarding the report of the Supe-
rintending Engineer.

5 As for the first reason given by the Superintending Engineer I would say that
in case Bamni, that is the place where Jinjiram joins with Brahmaputra, is silted
up this can be run upto Hazirhat, i.e., only about four miles down of Bamni. The
road from Hazirhat to Halidayganj is quite good and in case this is silted up, it is
better for the people and they can come upto Hazirhat by motor.

As for the second difficulty that it will take 12 hours for a journey from
Halidayganj to Tindubi and that the steam launch will be too late to catch the
ferry to Dhubri, I should say that it would not be possible to use the ferry {rom
Fakirganj to Dhubri for passengers coming from Halidayganj, as that ferry, in
order to ply twice a day, has to leave once in the morning at, say, 8 and again
in the afternoon at, say, 5-30. So a separate ferry will have to be arranged.

About the third difficulty mentioned by him that this will not be an economi-
cal proposition, I should say that this is not correct. It will be seen that hundreds
of boats remain at Dhubri Ghat and at least 50 to 60 per cent. of them belong to
the people of the parts I have mentioned. At present people generally employ
these boats for carrying passengers and cargoes. So it will be a very profitable
concern. Of course I am not sure whether any private party will come forward
to start a steam launch at this stage as it will require a huge amount of money.
I do not know.whether any one in our locality will be in a position to invest such
a big sum of money. Some foreigners may come in.
made ; it some one comes up well and good. If nobody comes up an
experiment may be made by a hoat driven by motor engine. Of course
a huge quantity of petrol will be required. I think one such boat can
carry 20 to 25 passengers. So, if two boals are employed for carrying

passengers from Halidayganj, or in case of silting up from Hazirhat to Dhubri
the difficulties may be overcome. I hope the Hon’ble Minister w_:l'l re-examine
I really appreciate his sympathetic

the position in the light of what I have said. :

treatment of the question and the assurance that I have got from him.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. N‘ICHOLS-BOY: Sir, I would like tosay a

few words in reply beforejth'z: hon. Member wnh(il{ztm; I13115 tB’ms::&lut}onc.1 Tl;:: hrtilnn.
. s 11 1gine fitte oats. nybody can

Member has suggested running of metor cugh ed a Public Woerks Department

8 boats where the ferry has not heen declar i :
f:xil;. I? an;v private persoi‘x comes and says that he would like to run an engine

So advertisement may be
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fitted boat and applies to Government accordingly, we shall give him all the chance.
So if the hon. Member can find out somebody who will run that ferry we shall be
glad to see what can be done. Upto now nobody has come forward even to run

the Dhubri-Fakirganj ferry by steamer. This is the real difficulty standing in our
way.

Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM : I beg leave of the House to withdraw
my Resolution.

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: We have disposed of Private Members’
Business, May I suggest that some of the Government Resolutions be taken up
_on the 25th and 26th, if we can dispose of the days’ business earlier ? 29th and

31st will be heavy days and if my suggestion is accepted, this will lighten the
work on those days. There is a Government Resolution asking for approval in
taking a cash credit advance to the extent of Rs.2} crores from the Imperial Bank
of India for financing the procurement of Provincial quotas of cloth and yarn for
Assam. ‘There is another Resolution asking for approval of an expenditure of

Rs.80,166 for carrying out special repairs to the buildings at Salonibari Air Field
for accommodating the Assam Police Training College.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:

I think, Sir, some of
these Resolutions can be taken up from to-morrow.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, that will lighten the heavy agenda for
the 29th  and 31st.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if you

allow me I can move the Resolution, for making the Public Works Department
Mubharrirs permanent, to-day.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think it will be better to have it to-morrow.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 1-30 p.m., on Friday, the 25th March
1949,

SHILLONG : 1 R. N. BARUA,
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