


Proceedings of the Sixth Session of the Second Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935, as adapted

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 a.m. on Tuesday,
the 22nd March, 1949,

PrREsSsENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the ecight
Hon’ble Ministers and forty-nine Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Police atrocities in Goalpara District
Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE asked :

*5. (@) Have Government received a representation in August last signed
by Yasin Sarcar, Taseruddin, Insabali and Manik Fakir of North Salmara
Police Station, Goalpara, against the atrocitics of Police ? 3

() If the answer to Question (@) above isin the affirmative, will Gov-
crnment be pleased to state what steps have been taken against the
Police ?

(¢) Is it a fact that the signatories of the representation referred to

in Question (a) above have been appointed special constables ?
(d) If so, why ? _

The Hom’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHL replied:

5. (a)—No.
(b) to (d)—Do not arise.

Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE: Will Government take it from e
that a petition was submitted to the Subdivisional Officer, Goalpara, and a copy ©
which was forwarded to the Hon’ble Premier, Assam ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQOI: I can give the appro-
priate reply because I caused an enquiry to be made and learnt that no sur:‘h
complaint had been received by the Superintendent of Police. He was again
directed to cause another enquiry and the reply was that this would be done.

Congestion in Classes II and III of the Assam Railway

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA asked :

* : . 3
6= () Ars Government aware that the passengers travelling 11 tlgf_.
Assam Railway 4, to undergo extreme hardship for want of sufficient accorr

modation in Qlass 17 and Class ITI, specially in between Amingaon and
Golakganj ?

(6) If' so, wha¢ steps have been taken or proposed to be taken Ly
Government in the matter to relieve the congestion ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

6. (a@)—Accommodation in Class II and Class III on this Railway '1_1215
not been up to full requirements consequent on df:p!ct:on of rakes following
partition and non-return of a large number of India allotted coaches from
Pakistan. Another handicap is the inadequate provision of repair facilitier
necessary for mobilising the full holding of coaches for actual carriage

(b)—The following steps have been taken to relicve the congestion :-—

(1) The question of return of India allotted coaches has been constantly
brought up before E. B. Railway. At a recent Inter-Dox“mmon Sub-Commit-
tee meeting held at Calcutta on the 8th February, 1949, it was decided that
exchange of coaching stock should be completed by the 31st March, and details

arding this exchange were expected to be finalised at a 'special meeting
::givcnecig for the 7Tth March, 1949, 2

(2) Arrangements are in progress for
to increase capacity of coaching out-turn.
rate full fledged Mechanical Workshop are

extension of Dibrugarh workshops
Plans for establishment of sepa-
also in hand.

(3) With regard to Section Amingaon-Golakganj, 2
are attached to each Up and Down trains between Aminga
In addition, on and from the 1st March, 1949, one Class I, Class IT and Class I11
combined coach has been arranged to run between Amingaon and Dhubri  2iq
Golakganj by the Assam Mails and connecting  Golakganj-Dhubri passenget
trains.

Class II1 carriages
on and Golakgan,j.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister

: A : aware that there is no
provision for water in the lavatories of the compartments of the Assam “ailway ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: To which Question is this a suppleméntary ?

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: The question of hardship is there, Sir,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Not ‘hardship’, but ‘handicap’,

Srijut BELIRAM DAS :

DAS: Ttisalso a question of hardship,
water in the lavatories of the

because there is
COmpartments,

no

The Hon'ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS:

1 will enquire about it.  But I cannet

crer enquiry I shall be able to effe
a

that till they establish their o
a ;
fm):;lertaken.

It is not known to me, Sir, but
give any assurance to the fact that even
¢t any improvement. The Railway Authorities
wn workshop, repairs of some coaches cannot be

...+ BELIRAM DAS: S, I e
SEHue o the will of the managemene 0% "0t 10U any workshop,

it depends UP

ijut R e
The Hon"flglgsorljul wﬁ}ﬁ}l‘jg}{l‘%t?ﬁ?; There ma;(fi be damages requiring

SO. b 1 ‘te u : i a
thorough rsefgldo what they can, 1s matter and request the Railway

Au thori tie

N
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Home Guards stationed in Naojan Area
Prof. P. M, SARWAN asked :

45. (a) Are Government aware th

at a complaint was made by the Raiyats
of Naojan area, Golaghat Subdivision, against the Home Guards stationed in
Naojan Area, to the Subdivisional Officer,

Golaghat and Deputy Commissionet,
Sibsagar in October last year ?

(6) 1f'so, will Government be pleased to state
made by the Subdivisional Officer, Golaghat,
complaint ?

(¢) What orders have been

(d) Why the Raiy
divisional Officer or the (

whether an enquiry was
with regard to the above

passed on the above complaint ?

ats were not informed of the action taken by the Sub-
sovernment. ?

The Hon'ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDH] replied :
45. (a)—Yes.

(0)—An enquiry was held by a Magistrate. .

(c) & (d)—The Magistrate’s report has just bee: received and s still
under consideration.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: With regard to (b), (¢) and (d) may I know when
was the enquiry held by the Magistrate ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The Magistrate started his
enquiry towards the end of October, 1948, completed

it on the 9th of February,
1949 and submitted his report to the Subdivisional O

ficer. The report was then
sent to the Deputy Commissioner and it has been received here on the 12th
March, 1949.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN:

This particular Magistrate seems to be very
lazy.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Thisis a question of opinion.
The Magistrate had to issue notices to the parties and call witnesses to appear
before him. On the failure of the witnesses to appear he had to give several
adjournments for the benefit of my frl_ClldS, the socalled helpless labourers, If h_c
had submitted a report without giving them an Opportunity to adduce their
evidence, they would have criticised the report on that

: account. The Magistrate
therefore gave the fullest opportunity to those who made the allegations to prove
their allegations.

Appointments to Senior and Junior Assam Civil Services

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked :

46. (a) Will Government be pleased to state

L whether the appoint-
ments to Senjor -and Junior Assam Civil services are made on communal or popu-
lation_ basis ? ;

(b) What are the names of persons appointed in both the services from
among the plain Tripals ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOT replied :

46. (a)--Permanent appointments to the Assam Senior and junior Civil
services are made on the basis of the total population of the communities 1n the
province, provided suitable candidates are available. Some temporary Lawyer
Magistrates have, however, been taken to the Assam Civil Service stcictly on
merit and on the Commissioner’s recommendations and without any cominunal
consideration. :

. (b)—The names of the plains tribals recruits to these services are given
elow:

ASSAM CIVIL SERVICE

1. Babu Janmejoy Barman Rajkowar.
. Srijut Heramba Nath Borah.
3. Mr. Lawrence Singh Ingty.

o]

A5SAM JUNIOR CIVIL SEKVICE

- Srijut Boloram Neog Thengal.

. S:zijut Ajoy Kumar Mech. .

. 3rijut Babul Chandra Borah.

. 3rijut Promode Chandra Brahma.
Mr. Surath Chandra Daolagupu.

. Srijut Bidyadhar Sonowal.

Srijut Mohan Chandra Miri.

- Srijut Robindra Chandra Choudhury.
9. Srijut Keshab Chandra Das.

ORI Ul v v

*Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Is it a fact that some temporary Lawyer Magisirates
were appointed batch by batch ? '

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I think, Sir, there were
three batches, one during the time of the last Government Just with the beginning
of the war, another during our time and the third was taken about a year ago.

_ *Maulavi ABDUT, HAI: Was there a Commissioner at the time of recruit-
ing the last batch ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: All these appointments
were made on :cl}e recommendation of the Public Service Commission. The word
Commissioner” in the answer means the Public Service Commission.

*Maula.vi ABDUL HAI: May I know why the communal representation
was not considered at the time of such appointments ?

The Hon’b}e Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Firstly because, they were
temporary appointments. Secondly, they were also very emergent appointments.

“Mrs. BONILY KHHONGMEN: Does the list include persons belonging to
the Hill tribeg ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: This does not include
Hill tribes at all.

*Speech not corrected.
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\//a/ Space-difficulty in Steamer and Railway Wagons

" Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM asked :

47. Are Government aware that space in the Steamer and the Railway
wagons becomes unavailable while Government want to transport commoditics
and not while individual dealers import or export those ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied *
47.—No.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: May I know whether individual

ealers enjoy any opportunity of exporting their commodities by Steamer or
Railway ?

*The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, Sir.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : Sir, in view of the transport difficulties
o Government propose not to allow the transport facilities to individual dealers?

*The Hon’kle Srijut RAMNATH DAS: No, Sir.

Labourers of the Assam Oil Company

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM asked :

48. (a) Are Government aware that discontentment amoneg the labourers of
the Assam Oil Company, Digboi, are spreading day by day due to the illtreatment

of the Company towards the labourers in discharging a large number of them
daily from service without assigning proper reasons ?

(b) 1f so, what action has been taken by Government to stop such
discharge ?

(¢) If not, do Government propose to enquire into the matter and take
necessary steps °

(d) Are Government aware that there is a recognised Labour Union

at Dighoi ?

(e) If so, do Government propose to take their evidences also at the time
of enquiry ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS replied :

48. (a)—Government have received occasional reports of industrial disputes in
the Assam Oil Company, Digboi. ] _

(b),(¢)—0Oil-Field labour being under the Central Sphere this Government
cannot intervene in these matters. But these disputes have been brought to the
notice of the Central Government from time to time. It may be mentioned for
the information of the hon. Member that the Central Government set up an
Industrial Tribunal in August 1948 to adjudicate on these disputes. The Tribu-
nal has since given its award which is being republished in the Assam Gazette of
23rd March, 1949,

{d)—Yes. \

(e)—Does not arise.

*Speech not corrected.
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Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: Sir, 23rd March is tomorrow. May I know
whether these illegal discharges were considered by Tribunal or not ?

*The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQO KUMAR DAS: By ille;al discharges docs
the hon. Member mean those after the award is published ?

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: Sir, May I know what is the award ?

*The Hon’bile Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Itis not within the sphere
of the Provicial Government,

Srijut BELIRAM DAS : The Hon’ble Minister’s reply is that the Tribunal
has since given its award which is to be published in the Assam Gazeite of 23rd
March, 1949,  Sir, what is the harm in letting us know about the award ?

* The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I cannot give it just now.
When it will be published, you may put another question,

- S?rijut BELIRAM DAS: Is not the Hon’ble Minister in possession of
acts -

_* The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I have not followed the
detials of the award. It will be published.

Mgulavi ABDUJ, HALIM : Wil -Govemment draw the attention of the
Central Government in this matter p'artlcularly?
/s

*The Hon’bie Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I have nothing to add, \/

Demands for Grants

Xt Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA: (Parliamentary Secretary):
1 1!. Speaker, Sir, I may kindly be permitted to speak a few words about certain
reierence made in connection with the discussion of Grant No.31 yesterday.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : About what matter ?

Gor, SFifut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary):
Dertaln reference was made about Mr. Hayley, yesterday, by hon. Member
r. Emran Husain Choudhury. '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: (To Dr. Emran Husain Choudhurﬂ

Mr. Chaudhury, any objection to the statement being made by Mr. Chaliha?

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: No, Sir.

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA (Parliamentary Secretary) : Sir, yes-
terday during the course of discussing Grant No.31, Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury
made certain reference about a discussion between him and Mr. Hayley who was
the Deputy Commissioner at Jorhat at that time regarding distribution of corrugat-
ed iron sheets. I am sorry, Sir, that yesterday it was not possible to contact Mr.
Hayley to ascertain the facts. I think it will be in fairness to the Officer, Mr, Hayley

*Speech not corrected.
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to state what I am told by him. It was said Sir, that Mr. Hayley showed preference
to Members, Legislative Assembly and Ministers in regard to allocation of corrug-
ated iron sheets. The procedure followed by him was that after he got the news
that the corrugated iron sheets were about to reach he used to inform the public
and fixed dates for receiving applications. These applications then were placed be-
for: the Liaison Committee. Once an application from Hon’ble Srijut Ram Nath
Das, reached him after the last date fixed for the receipt of applications. Although
the application was received after the date, he considered the application as a spe-
cial case, on the ground first, that Srijut Ram Nath Das was not in the know of the
last date of receiving applications, secondly because Srijut Ram Nath Das was

busy in works of State. Therefore on these two grounds he showed special
consideration to him.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOX: What was the quantity of
corrugated iron sheets ?

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALFHA (Parliamentary Secretary): Four
bundles, I suppose. ‘

GRANT No. 34

(72.—Capital Qutlay on Industrial Development)

The Hon’ble Srijut GCPINATH BARDOLOI: On the recommendation
of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not ex-
ceeding Rs, 1,69,00,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1950 for the
administration of the head ¢ 72.—Capital Outlay on Industrial Development.”
Sir, in this connection I beg to state that I promised a statement on the Indus-
trialisation of the Province sometime betore the House. 1 propose to do so now.

In reply to the Cut Motion I will make my statement in that behalf. T would
like to point out that I may take about 20 or 25 minutes in doing so. There
are only two cut motions and I hope this will allow not merely all Gut Motions to
be discussed but also the presentation of the statement to be made.

* Babu KEAMINI KUMAR SEN: Would it not be better for the Hon’ble
Premier to make the statement now ?

The Iiom’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I have no objection.
This procedure is being adopted in _other Houscs. But I thought, Sir, that it is
after hearing the criticism on the side of the Opposition that I would make
my statement.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved .

“ 'That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,69,00,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st

March, 1950 for the administration of the head “72.—QCapital Outlay on Industrial
Development °.”’ '

There are two Cut Motions.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think,
the suggestion made by my hon. Friend, Srijut Kamini Kumar Sen is very sound.
We have 60 minutes for discussion and we may request the two hon. Members
on this side of the House to cut short their speech in moving their Cut Motions,
then we are prepared to give 35 minutes or half an hour to the Hon’ble Premier
as he is making a general statement on Government Industrial Policy. I think
he can make the statement now in which case after hearing the Hon’ble Premier,
the two hon. Members may not feel like moving their cut motions.

The Howm’ble the SPEAKER: Wil the Hon’ble Premier

make his
statement now ?

*Speech not corrected?
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Statement re:Industrial Policy of Government

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir, I am making
the statement.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it may bhe recalled that the Industrial Policy of the
‘Government was announced in a Press Communique, dated the 26th August,
1946. Under this policy a number of prospective industries were classified into
state-owned and partially state-owned categories and the rest were left to private
enterprise. Gradual nationalisation of the major industrial apparatus of produc-
tion is the general trend in the progressive states of the world to-day and in
seeking to promote a number of industries as state-owned concerns, the Provincial
Government, have only fallen in line with them. Even in the sphere of fully
state-owned and partially state-owned €ategories, the policy offers wide scope for
private initiative and enterprise in the form of Managing Agency. In regard
to some of the industries taken up by the Government for either state-ownership
or participation, such as, cotton textiles, sugar, paper, pain’s ar_1d varnishes, the
Industrial Pannels appointed by the Government of India have in their reports
recognised Assam as g suitable region and have recommended the allocation
of production quotas to it The geoneral economic soundness of starting these
industries in Assam has thug been established on good authority.

It is, however, worthy of mention that it was at the middle of 1948 the
Industrial Policy ‘of Government of India was also announced. This policy, it
will be seen, is not different in fundamentals, from the one pursued by us, although
greater cncouragement ig proposed to be given to Private _Indgstrms. Importance
of an All-India Policy regarding production and distribution is always great ; by
since after the Partition, it has become essential. Certain raw material and
finished products are now distributed in the two Dominions in such a way tha
the over all industrial policy, in the matter of production and distribution has tq
undergo a change, . g., sugar production has become at present in excess of
requirement of Indjap Dominion, while Pakistan has been compelled to import
cheaper sugar from Java, QOp account of shortage of raw jute, the jute mijg
in Calcutta are given to serious thinking outwhat would happen to them whep
Pakistan gets their own mills, Rave Dcotton is short in India; but for aj
Inter-Dorr_nmon Agreement ensuring supply of raw cotton from Pakistan some
of the mills would have to close down. In this context whether there woyjq
be any reduction in some of the units or how they would be run has been g bi
guestion. Buj: I would 1ike to give it for the information of the House that any
change of policy of Government of India would not affect their past commij tment
at any rate such industrjeg as have heen or are being started.

This is in short s the

: tl ay in which the ;
going to be implementeq | general policy and the way in which that policy

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN cg Mr. Speaker, Sir, bef
: AUDHURY: r.op > » before
ultimately forced to withdraw my Cut Motion, 1 beg to move that the tota]
provision of Rs. 1,69,00,000 under Grant No. 34, major headh"?z"‘*capital
QOutlay on Industria] Development, at page 278 of the Budget, be redyceq by

Re.ﬁ, lz'.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,69,00,000 do stang reduced
by el

. My object in moving the Gut Motion is to criticise Governmen’s Industria]
policy.

T i
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I just listened to the statement made by the Hon’ble Leader of the House.
I can appreciate the difficulties that have been faced by the Government of
India ever since the partition of the country. We have been following the papers
in the past and we have seen that Pakistan has been compelled to import sugar
from Java and other places and for the shortage of raw cotton and Jjute some mills
in Calcutta have already been closed or are on the point of being closed down.
After all in spite of what has happened and appeared in the papers, I am forced
to bring to the notice of the House that the Assam Government have not yet done
as much as they were expected to have done in the direction of industrialisation
of our province. A country is known by the wealth it has. The dcvclqpment,
progress and prosperity of the country are intimately connected with the
industrialisation of the country. With the exception of a few major industries, the
country remains predominantly agricultural—80 per cent. of the people being
addicted to Agriculture. The few big enterprises that we have in the country
belong to non-Indians. We are delighted to know that the India Government
are making earnest efforts to industrialise India as soon as possible, But the
Government policy of nationalisation of industries has set industrialists a thinking.
Capital has become “shy in the money market”. The Government are now hard

put to it for money. As regards the dearth of capital you have but to look at
the Presidential addresses of the Presidents of the different Cha mbers of Commerce
and Industries. You h

1 ave to sce the joint statement made recently by the Presidents
of three different Chamber of Commerce of Bombay, Madras and Calcutta. It was

presidential speech before the Annual
Conference of the Indijan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Mr, Lalji Mehrotra
evinced special concern with regard to the Government’s policy of nationalisation
and industrialisation in India, A ten years period within which Government
propose to keep their hands off does not scem to satisfy them. The enlre-prencures
and capitalists show constant anxiety for their money. They do not want to
invest capital in risky businesses which may be taken over by the Government
after a decade or so, Pandit Nehru has administered a sharp rebuke to  industria-

lists and capitalists generally for the obstacles they are placing in the path of

industrial progress of the country. -He has been followed by Dr. Mathai in
warning capitalists as regar

ds their unnecessary fears about their money,

I do not know what policy this Government i going to adopt but, at any
rate, I draw the attention of Government to the fact that the development and
progress of a country is intimately connected with

1 : industrialisation, A country is
known by its wealth. Assam is known for its few

: few industries—the o industry, the
tea industry and after that the agricultural industry, Last year Assam Govera-

ment appointed an Industrial Adviser in the Person of Mr. K. D, Guha, who
was charged with the duty of making a survey and submitting a report on the
possib lities of cstablishing industries in the province ; he has submitted 3 report to
the Government. In the report he has recommended 5 Five Year Plan for Assam,

He has also recommended the setting up —rather immediately, I understand — of
an Industrig] Board. 1 think every hon. Member

calises the importance and
nrgency of such a Board. Much could be done under the advice of such an
important Board, But up till now we have not heard anything nor have we
seen any Communique issued by Government regarding the ‘setting up of this
VEry important Board. To this I would like

: to draw the pointed attention
of overnment . especially of the Hon’ble Leader of the House. That is
all T have 8ot to say, Sir, with regard to the indus
Government.

trialisation policy of the

With these words, Sir,

I commend my Motion to
hon. Members of the Ho

the acceptance of the
use.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved :(—

: ; \{ 4, Major
*“That the total provision of Rs. 1,69,00,000 under Gla:nt aI\;J. g%é ! tjhc
head — 72 — Capitaﬁ Outlay on Industrial Deve]opmcnt,l a phglc e
Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i. ¢, the amount of the w g

Rs. 1,69,00,000, do stand reduced by Re.1”. §

\4;‘;1“;1 MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr. Spclf}]‘{“"'t’ Sil"’ )‘(‘)‘f;‘;‘ﬁ
of moving the Cut Motion that stands in my name I would like to supj
hon. Friend Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury.

: ! - turther
Sir, my object in supporting m hon. Friend is that we want to get furtl

detailed m};tcr}]als rcgaré)ilr)]g theg wzrking of this Decpartment. '};hc first lh‘tl;lg
we see here, Sir, is that one Director is maintained at Rs. 2,000 per m?'!l(l)o '
(The Hon'ble Srijut Gopinath BardoloiIt is mot Rs.2,000  but Rs.1, )d
There is also one Deputy Director, one Textile Expeut, onc. Paper Expert an
one Industrial Engineer, We should be glad, Sir, if we could know from
the Government as to what kind of services do we get from these officers. Our
complaint is that we are quite in the dark in regard to these matters.

Another thing, Government mentioned at the tire of placing the Budget
before the House that they are also going to appoint some Managing Agencies
for the different industries they have contemplated to start in the Provm.cc'
It would be better if g Province like Assam could have some Managing
Agencies who could invest their own capital and purchase their own machi-
neries as it would he very difficult at the moment for Government to take up
all these industrias, We:-agree; Sir, with-the idea that some Managing Agencics
stould be appointed who Can’invést their capital and if they are allowed to
start the industries on contract basis, the Government Wil also 'bE gdiner and
1 that case there would be ng need for nationalisation of industries. ~So far as
the paper industry js concerned, I know there are some Agencies who are pre-
Pared to take up this industry but they want an offer from the Government. They
are prepared to bring all machineries at their own cost and manage b'y
themselves. They want only some offers from the Government for contract but it
1s not known whether the Government have responded to that. I request the
Hon’ble Leader of the House to inform us whether they have also rceived any

offer in respect of Sugar factory and Textile mills, If so, and when these agencies
have agreed to make co

Ntracts with Government to start these Industries, we

s}llall c})?a gf{‘ateful to Government if the terms and conditions of the contagactls age
ace elo i .

Fhat o re the hon, Members of the House for their information and also by

¢ House may bring o : Government some defects
i g to the the Go
relating to the Contracts, ete, Snptiee, ek

With these few words, Sir, T resume my seat.
Prof. P. M. S
Motion ta ¢ A

WAN . Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must support this Cu¢
this Grant.

riticise the €Xpensive working of the Department  falling withip

As I have already ey s efore this, I must sa that
e Governn}ent is ynotprlif:zedinmy OWI} M Ir:;g)z?trl;lf over the expcngi,i ture,
Governmeflt is allowing mOHCP tg ﬂcomp ete'thout consideration of the fact that
after all this money hag” to 1o i’netobow out wi L ion. Now 15D orodieit
department is be‘ng SUpported th ) SOI’l’]lE: Soiher the poorest people, because it is
they who actually” g4, e Wor}l; e g_laeop:rf;1 e few ecasy-going people holding
zamindaries or People at th to ofa'n 1 not t e e Ghese Whail it
pay for this taxation but the o}:) In ustr1e§O. b 04 ok lorget thay (e
tion of these people ig very aI.)d art masses.t. d more money should rather be spent
ameliorating the Condition op th presen lan D e in. Tione o et
expensive schemes. Tha, : e people

jori f ini i d I know it will be supported
by the majority of the m:’s :Hesy opinion, Sir, an

B—
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Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr, Speaker, Sir, 1 have
no quarrel with the policy of the present Congress Government, but my quarrcl
with them is that they have not given us sufficient materials to base our
judgments on the huge Demands. Ia the present Budget Estimates for 1949-50
a sum of 1 crore 69 lakhs is going to be spent for industrialisation of the province.
The industries which the present Government wants to start are the Textile
industry, Sugar industry and Paper mills. All this is going to cost a huge
sum of money to Assam and this House, I think, both Members sitting opposite
as well asin the Treasury Benches would have liked more details on_these
schemes rather than the very bald statement, rather than the negation of
Statement, in the Buget Memorandum. In the estimates excepting bare figures
we have nothing to go by. For example, whether Government has con.sn.ichd
that this huge expenditure of money is  going to earn a decent dm@cnd
to the provincial exchequer ? So far as textile industry is concerned, it entirely
depends upon the availability of the raw material, cotton. As everyone
‘NOwWs, cotton is not grown in sufficient quantity in the Dominion of India
to meet the requirement of the mills of the Bombay * Presidency alone.
Before the partition of India on the 15th August 1947, India as a whole, h.ad
abundanee of cotton from Punjab and Sind which provinces produced best quality
and huge quantity of cotton that are needed in India. In those days, -
India could also €xport cotton, as those who follow the Press news may have
noticed that before the war years Japan used to buy cotton from India and to
sell or export manufactured cotton goods to India. What guarantee is there
that the new textile mill to be established in Assam will get a regular flow of
raw material, suitable cotton ?  Whether the Congress Government have got an
assurance from the Government of India that whatever quantity of cotton they
receive from Pakistan Dominion will be shared ratably by all the mills that are or
will be existing in  India ? Whether, on the failure of getting sufficient quantity
from the Dominion of Pakistan, the Central Government has given Assam any
assurance that cotton will be made available either from Egypt or from America ?
This is a question which should require very close and

: industries and has, in spite of tremen-
dous odds, been exporting a very large

) : quantity, to the extent of hundreds of
million yard, of cloth to outside world. Whether,

utsict when normal time comes, the
proposed Assam Cotton mill will be able to compe

: te with the cheap cloth that
is bound to come to India from Japan and other countries is a relevant factor.

I find from one little sentence at page 51 of the Budget Memorandum that
the whole expenditure is to be financed by loans from the Government of India,
We would have liked to know the rate of interest that the Government of
India will charge Assam., Computing that it will be as Jow as 3 per cent. which I
very much doubt, for it is already in the Press the other day that the Government
of India themselves had to borrow from the international monetary fund at the
rate of 4 per cent, (Dr. Emran Husain ChOUthI‘Y! It is 4] per cent.) Dr. Emran
Husain is more conversant with the International day to day information. He is
correcting me that the interest rate is not 4 DEr cent. but 4] per cent. at which rate
Govenment of India is going to borrow. It is quite clear that they cannot give us
2 loan at less than that rate of interest they pay. Now let us take into considera-
tion what will be the interest that will be charged on the tremendous amount. of
loan that the Assam Government is going to borro

; W. This sum of one crore 69
lakhs is not all, 7 am perfectly sure that in the Budget of 1950-51 probably
another sum of 2 crores will be required to complete the establishment of these

indust_rles in Assam under Government auspices. If we take that the total borrow-
ing will be to the tune of § crores at the rate of 4 per cent., this Government shall
have to Pay 12 lakhs a5 interest annualy on the loan, not to speak of the payment
of the capital. Will the Assam Government by going into the details of the scheme
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arti is proposed
tell us about the probable income that they expect to gct}by Stl!in tmigq Ztthlsg-o%igi?)n in
Cotton Mill ? The Assam Government must remember “atCocrc't- ; f Assembly
the Draft Constitution which is going to be accepted by the nsti u.c.::.: i
most probably, that all provincial enterprises will be liable to P]?-Y 1"1& mlJ(“l:‘i of
the Centre. The point that I want to emphasise before the hon. Me T
this House is that after paying income-tax to the Central Gov.crnmclm }an( {hérc
providing for a sinking fund for payment of interest and the capital w et 1(:rI e
will be any appreciable income accruing to the Govcrnmcfnt of ASSd.m .)Yd %5
establishment  of this mill. When a private party or a Company of mdv‘n uals
want to set up any factory or any industry they gcnerfll_ly issue a prospectus
showing the probable cost of the enterprise and the anticipated income from it
and the -dividend that will be earned on the capital. Has the Government of
Assam prepared any such prospectus ? Ifso, I think every hon. Member would
like to have a copy each. From these considerations which every hon. Mem-

I would have wished God speed to my Friends opposite. But the time being
so abnormal I would request them to be very circumspect, and if orders have
not yet been made firm with the manufacturing companies, they should keep
their hands out from committing the province into thjs huge expenditure.

As regards Paper mill, T have not seen any report from the Paper
Expert. 1 am not sure what raw material he is going to utilise. During
my time when Assam was not partitioned, there was a proposal to start a
Paper mill to utilise the vast and abundant forest produce in the Raghun-
andan hills of the Sylhet District which grow a peculiarly short and
tender bamboo called Mulibas. The Titagarh Mill used to get their pulp
made from the Mulibas that was exported to them from Assam. But since
the partition that forest resource has fallen in the Dominion of Pakistan,
I'am not sure whether we have got such soft bamboo material to convert
into. paper pulp. The different varieties of bamboo that Assam Valley
possess’ are not suited for paper pulp. ‘The Bhaluka is as strong or  half
as strong as timber. It is entirely unsuited for conversion into paper pulp.
Then we have got the Jati bamboo which we generally use for our houses.

That is also not Suitable or it wi]] require such a large quantity of caustic
soda to convert it into

: Paper pulp that it d not be a payin roposi-
tion. Next we hav.e the wild £a£boo calggul K:kobas whli)c}? {ge. E“tﬁc]y
unsuitable because it jg full of knos and -thorns that it cannot be conver-
ted into paper pulp._ n other Parts of the would there is a grass called
Saboi grass from whic PAper is made, notably in the Punjab.

*Srijut BELIRA\[ DAS: What about Taraibas which is plenty in Assam ?

Maulavi Saiyiq MUH : , 5
Taraibas, AMMAD SAADULLA: I have not -heard of

*Srijut BELIRAM DAS -

LIE : i1ls and
of Goalpara District ip o danitc.grows in the Garo Hills and some parts

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I am told that this Tarai-
bas which is now mentioned by my Friend Srijut Beliram Das is of the same
variety as Mnli, If it g soft then it ig a source for our raw material for
paper pulp.  But such fine bamboo we know as Bijuli even is not go soft
as Muli. So we are aJ] 8roping in the dark: we  have not got any

————

*Speech not corrected,
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material before us to give a considered verdict on this demand which has
been presented before us by the Hon’ble Premier. As I started by saying
that I have no quarrel over the question of nationalisation of business. But
the cavalier fashion in which the demand has been presented before the
House does not give us the chance of knowing what it is for. This House
has been asked to vote a very big demand, but we have not been given the
details. We ought not to be treated like so many dumb driven cattle. I
hope we are intelligent enough to find out for ourselves whether these
enterprises are good for the country, but we lack data, we want informa-
tion and if information is denied to us how can we consider the matter ?

Lastly, Sir, the Sugar industry. ‘I myself was very keen to start a
sugar factory in Assam from the year 1934, One of the hon. Members
who used to adorn thijs House, I mean Mr, Prabhudayal Himatsingka, and
myself we two wanted to start a sugar factory in Assam in 1934, Sugar
indu.stry In India has been protected by the Central Government by
putting up a very high tariff wall. We wanted to take advantage of that
protection and we searched the entire land of Assam where to start a sugar
mill. Later on my would-be partner found a better proposition and started
a sugar mill in North Bengal. Therefore my connection with him ceased.
By getting advantage of the presence in the province of one sugar expert
from North West Frontier Province, a Hindu gentleman, I gave the idea to my
son to form a company with one person from Assam, two outside Hindu gentle-
men and they wanted to start a sugar factory in Assam. This company spent
about Rs. 10,000, selected a site near about Dimapur and applied for
settlement of the land with them when my friends of the Congress Ministry
issued their scheme of nationalisation and I understand that an order was
issued by Government to the Subdivisional Officer of Golaghat not to
settle any land with that company. I am glad that the Government -is
going to start a sugar factory. But a sugar factory cannot be profitable
unless the bye-products mollasses get a ready sale. On this account the
location of a sugar factory is of paramount importance. The mollasses may be
used for eating purposes or manufacture of country liquor. It can be
converted into power alcohol, but the latter is a costly enterprise and the
bye-produce of one middling ' factory would not give sufficient mollasses to
embark on a fresh enterprise by Government to utilise them. The easiest
and the best way to dispose of mollasses is to sell them to a distillery
which will convert them into liquor. Sir, the other day I raised my voice
against the apathy of the present Government as regards introducing
prohibition of liquor in the province. I know their hands are full with
opium prohibition policy. But itisno good trying to eradicate the opium
evil from Assam if we allow the liquor consuming habit to grow,

Have we got any detailed scheme about the Sugar Mill where it is to
be. located ? T heard, probably in the _Speech of the Hon’ble “Finance
Minister Introducing the Budget that their idea is to locate this Sugar Mill
somewhere in the Golaghat Subdivision or near about it, | know that
locality produces quite a big quantity of sugarcane but the difficulty will
be in disposing of the mollasses. If a Sugar Mill is started somewhere
\n Jeypore area whijch is a sugarcane growing area of the Dibrugarh
Subdwxslon_, then the distillery of Srijut Chakravarty situated at Chabua
some 20 mileg away will absorb all the mollasses that the mill could produce.

Sir, I have taken a long time over it, because the Government have

failed to Produce every available factor and material for us to consider
very deeply for Voting ‘a huge sum of this demand. I hope in his final
reply the Hon’ble Premier, who has got 16 minutes more would give us
all the available infor a0 that he has got on the points raised by me,
He will also give

: . us other data that he has to think that these enterprises
will be good Paying propositions.
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
as I said in the beginning that I had prepared a statement for presentatjon
to the House with as much details as possible for me to give them
within  the short period that has been given to me. But before doing so, I pro-
pose Lo reply toone or two questions which have been raised by the
hon. Friends from the opposite side and the Leader of the Opposition.
And one fact which he mentioned is that more details were not given in the
Budget, for expenditure in the schemes. This point was also raised by my
hon. Friend Mr. Hardman in the last Assembly. But looking at the
description that has heen given in the Statement in the Budget, it will be
clear that more clear account than what has been given is mnot possible
to be given in the circumstances. Here we have shown all the undertak-
ings that we are proposing to take up in the year, there are also  the
details, as far as can be now foreseen, put in the Budget. Here,
¢.2., in the description about the Sugar industry all details have been given.
Then it will be seen that for machinery an amount which has been
determined after we have received various quotations from  firms
has been put down. It will be seen there are some variations between
what'Was proposed last year and that proposed this year. Last year
machineries for Sugar mill were not purchased at all. It seems now that
in place of Rs. 31 lakhs we can do if we expend 23 lakhs. This has been
possible todoon the hasis of details of expenditure according to the latest
information received, There are items for which the figures shown have
undol:lbt.cdly been more or less general ; but till the whole financial
negotiations hetween parties, etc., have been completed, it is not possible to
give greater details, that hz;s been done. I believe that nothing
better can  be done  in the circumstances. This very point raised by
Mr. Hardman was very ably replied to by my Friend, our old Minister
Mr. Mookerjee in the debate which I would like to repeat that under the
circumstances that nothing better could be done. Then, Sir, some informa-
tion in reference to the details of the Industry has been placed before the
:_HOUSC PY the hon. the Leader of the Opposition. I could give for the
;)nformatxon of the House that all the facts that he has stated have also
a::nn;n;:ltetrs of discussion between ourselves and the parties with whom we
Suvan g da Ing. He has Put some valuable suggestion with regard to the

gar Incustry, ziz., that it should always be connected with Power
Alcohol Industry in Particular., Thj . tion that he has made
were considered by Goveriie . and qthcr S with the experts and
specialists. SHIGHE Sin  their cisgusion % i
oppoﬁ?gv,siggoitshi; objection that has been raised by some Frlepds from the
on the other ha dat = expenditure on officers has been heavier. I would,
India today e he s Sir, that because of want of;r Proper personnel in
fhe, parpose: T wille éaot been able to have as many O 1lce1cis as required for
will come to ahoyt 7e seen that the expenditure involved in the schemes
¢ crores of Now any business firm which will

be spending Rupe Ot rupees. i : .
Pees 7  croreg will always take into consideration, the
. ; necessary for supervision and inspection, etc., before
o Ry ey g o Y
€n one point ?11'1 on the side of liberal exp cngltu_re Iﬂ' ko R
i Blny S » Which hag absolutely nothing to _do 1n this  connection
13 g €Cm almost al] e utte by Mr. Sarwan in season apg
out of Season, uiz., that thepe should r?;;ceseleg[tion. Well, I had no mjng
to reply to it. Byt it has been brought before the House almost gg
nauseam, $O much so, that i i necessary for me to speak a few words, A
day or two ago he  wanteq that with the attainment of “Independence
things have changed and therefore there should be a fresh election. Sir,
I claim to have some acquaintance with the working of democracy in

other countries,
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Judging by what other countries do in a matter like this we find that they
take action on eertain basic principles. They see the tone of the country before
undertaking such an expensive operation like election. If they find that the tone
of the country is really one which is not consistent with the spirit of the House
they dissolve the House and take the vote of the people in a fresh election. What
have we found here, Sir ? There have been three bye-elections since August 1947,
of which two were contested, and in all these bye-clections the candidates of the
party now running the Government were returned. What is more, two members
of the Opposition thought that the pghcy 'pursucd by the Opposition at present
were not such that they could remain _thlg them,. and t-hey have acco_rdn}gly
changed sides and come over to us. Ifin spite of this my fnenc} wants to llye in a
paradise of his own, I cannot help him. I cannot create a situation which he
wants to bring about.

I shall now read out my statement for which, I hope, Sir, I have your per-
mission. I shall try to be as brief as possible and take as little time of the House
as I can.

As a first step towards implementation of the industrial policy, detailed
investigations to ascertain the optimum size, location, etc., of units to be
established were undertaken by experts lent by the Government of India and by
some well-known firms from abroad and India in conjunction with the Industrial
Adviser to the Government of Assam. The Government of Assam also took
full advantage of the advice of industrialists like Shri Sri Ram and other indus-
trialists. I take this occasion to convey our best thanks to them. Accordingly
the prospects of establishing a Paper Mill in Assam were examined by a Paper
Expert lent by the Government of India and he recommended a unit of 10,000
tons per annum. A survey of the possibility of the Sugar Industry was similarly
undertaken by Mr. G.A. Sherl of the Skoda (India) Ltd., who made out a strong
case for at least 2 Sugar mills, each with a crushing capacity of 1,000 tons of
cane per day and recommended a few sites for the purpose. The Director, Fuel
Research Institute, Dhanbad, was invited to examine and report on the coal and
petroleum resources of the province and the Geological Survey of India was also
induced to undertake specific investigations for coal, lime-stone, etc., in different
parts of the Province. = Side by side with these activities, a general economic and
industrial survey of Assam was undertaken by the Industrial Adviser, the results
of which have been incorporated in the brochure—“Industrial Planning and
Development of Assam—TFirst Approximation of a Five Year Plan-1948” copies
of which were sent to all the hon. Members of the Assembly, This pubiication
examines all relevant factors and gives details of the various activities undertaken
and proposed to be undertaken by Government. I b

_ : oy | Go believe this booklet would
serve as some guide to the industrialisation of the Province on a planned basis.

‘T'he progress in the implementation of the Major Tndustrial Schemes was
however, slow for want of technical personnel and suitable Administrativé
Machinery, and in determining the financial aspects of the schemes. Till recen-
tly it consisted of an Industrial Adviser, a Special Officer (Administrative) a
Special Officer, Sugarcane Project, a Paper Expert and a Textije Expert, who has
been appointed very recently. A Directorate of Major Industries and (’.‘:ommerce
has, however, been ‘established only from 1st March 1949 o remove the longfelt
want of an executjve organisation to implement the Major Industrial Schemes and
1t 1s NOoW expected to create the requisite organisational momentum in the near
future to go ahead with the various projects....

......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:

. I am sorry to interrupt, The Hon’ble
Premier has got only one minute more.

The Hor’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Then, Sir, I have to
leave out the whole thj

ng. Itisa very important statement, and I thought I was
allowed half an hour, VEREE ’ oug
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Some time was saved during
the Question-hour.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That has been taken into calculation. This
demand was taken up at 10-17 a.m.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: IfI am allowed time till

11-30 a. m. I shall be able to finish ; otherwise the many matters raised would
not be adequately replied to.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHA "MAD SAADULLA: According to Rules
the guillotine will have to be applied just after one minute more. What I
would suggest is that if the Hon’ble Premier wants to read out his stateme nt, we
shall be very glad to hear him after the voting on demands are over.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I have no objection to
that. :

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What docs the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion
propose to do ?

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: In view of what
Premier has already said, and in view of the fact that he will read o
ment some time later, 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motj

the Hon’b]c
ut his state-
on.

The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

_ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.1,69,00,000 be granted to defray the chargeg
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st

March, 1950 for the administration of the head ¢72.—Capital O
Industrial Development’.” p utlay on

The question was adopted.

GRANT NO. 34A.
(82.B—Capital Qutlay on Nationalisation of Road Transport)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: On the recommendation of
Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceedinls
Rs.4,62,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course ogf
payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1950, for the administratio
of the head ‘fBZ-B.——Capital Outlay on Nationalisation of Road Transport”, B

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

¢“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,62,000 be granted to defra
which will come in the course of payment during the year endi
March, 1950, for the administration of the head ‘82-B.—-Cap
Nationalisation of Road Transport’.”

¥ therchzu"ges
ng on the 31g¢
1tal Outlay on

There are two Cut Motions, of which Maulavi Abul Kashem’s Motion is an
omnibus one. He may move his Motion and Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury may
speak on it.
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\%ulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Sir, I beg to move that the
total provision of Rs.4,62,000 under Grant No. 34-A, Major head 82-B,

—Capital
Outlay on Nationalisation of Road T'ransport, at page 279 ol the Budget, be reduc-
ed by Re.l, 7., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.4,62,000 do stand
reduced by Re.l.

My object Sir, in the moving this Cut Motion is to rajse a general discussion
on this demand. Before that I must say that Government have done a very good
thing by improving the buses and also the luggage vans on the Shillong-Gauhati
Road. We were previously experiencing difficulty in getting our luggage in time
and now we are getting our luggage in time,

My earnest request to Government is that this nation
should be extended to other routes,
via Mankachar in dry

alisation of transport
specially, Gauhati-Goalpara, Goalpara-Tura
season or direct upto Tura in rainy season. The nationalisa-
tion of transport to that area will extend facilities to the population as there is

no railway lines there and people are finding enormous difficulties in moving
from place to place.

With these words, I beg to move my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved :

““T'hat the total provision of Rs.4,62,000 ~under - Grant No.34-A, Major
head—82-B.—QCapital Outlay on Nationalisation of Road Transport, at page 279
of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs,4,62,000 do stand reduced by Re.1.”

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir,

) I am support-
ing the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Friend, Maulavi Muhammad Abul
Kashem.

. Sir, I wish to emphasise and reemphasise the glaring fact that the whole world
1s moving towards socialisation and in some parts of the world Socialist Government

have been cstablished. In these days while we are talking in terms of nationalisa-
tion and industrialisation, I should like to invite the

: > attention of the Government
to the need of nationalisation of buses plying along certain roads, With the excep-
tion of Shillong-Gauhati, Gauhati-Nowgong and .Nowgong-jorh

rest of transport routes have not as yet been nationalised by
view ol the fact that these are very paying concerns, I would request the Govern-
ment to consider the necessity of an early nationalisation of buses that run between
Jorhat and Dibrugarh sia Sibsagar, Jorhat to Goalaghat either i, Dergaon or
Titabor and the important bus routes in Silchar and in other parts of Assam.
One point to be remembered in this connection is whether this nationalisation of
transport service will be a profitable concern or not. I am confident that most of
these are profitable concern.  Therefore, I would like the Government to accept
the suggestion which has been made in the form of this Cug Motion.

at transport the
Government. In

With these words, I beg to support the Cut Motion and commend it to the
acceptance of the hon. Members of the House.

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : 3y TStz a4
997 Mt @ Cut Motion I @9its B3 TR TS Siferer iz gamRad

ICITS AT Al sfgeiraees AT SR cetet FEREsn ety 1R AE -
i 3 e |
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wHA@ 7w wiea Gifasqfa 9% wrge transport nationalise 3z
fafics 797 g7 line @ial ¢zt2; %% ym4@a BTa #a cegdaca A
fespiet o fach) wif= tiivg, o wfawfw wzitatts zfFg sfHEa &hcs
IfE et (FITn 597 2ioe @R 12 IfEas 3512 e =m0 Sl wEe a2
wifFs Atferg U8 47 was ©oh 9a%ics Wits | @12 @ifHT Qi sifes’ pIFi
afsal @Etalth 3fe Tws 727 IF S ; A4, G GEEE wE; FEET g9
IS citsdiT—az (7@ wae eifst armeetm gaais 4fe i1 crem g9 Tifs
FA =i AT, Twe, dioT At W0 1w vz GifEtacE oz BW s | o
ateltsta w=: =17 cratife = w=carata 55a 79317 FHA0 stmdcaesT o i
e (20 AfS frea =7 it |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  wir4aig 54ifify oqtimT zg afers at44fa
F7 13 @2 9= nationalise 5139 afce! |

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : Transport nationalisec ==i7 .

A91S 91 nationalise F4t7 745 wttg (Yaughter) |  <ftatatatcs 2 tfztg =7,
2 Bea awia7a TRFAR @2 @b @ 4T w@ifEm Sie wfiws Twm foeh
bIFITA 1wl 2iws tatd wza A SEA SIS pAFE fwce 9o SEEE
ZI9S @Al czhan Wiz 1 92 gifae AifEee @ se 33T Wi afem AT
AT @IE 79, cofval sty oF Sifich S st gf tes tafy
5988 573 cifwdl 2[4 communication @€ Tz, 1B @Bs AT Thys
a7 T N @FF 9w 9T cotdrs 9% 9iEGT National Highway
=739 fafice z2me sfafma |

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA. : Itf=th) e nationalise TY

29 “fta ?  Public Works Department @ #taZ nationalise = Ty
¢afs ? :

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA :  ofetecs M @2 gifare
T IS MG 1T [ew 9% 7w A |

Srijut MOTIRAM BORA :

a2 gieasm @2 Cut Motions avts crpeay
g 4ot T | :

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA ; €2 9IifEE  iEray gy
53F1IT c1 featafifa =S (2tg Metife srediarg 9gafe fita 72 57 oty |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : a3 Iifers transport nationalise TFalg
afice fF 9mfaa o C18cH F9 It |
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Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA: &3 aRNME NEEIE (TE-

FlarB 3 crr—Iegls | o2 fogmiva =sie Swa afhidaa 7% wifetace
AT ¢Alt c@igt 1% 1 fogpoleta aash =a  fmifs wicf® +fate @@E
catazis, S A Fes aiw ot 49 fGepleea wg atest | «eaes 19 T4
cziate ARET 7 9gfg tzty, dadtachr TN T @lEal (STAEA
ggfaat? 2z | fAf¥ET e SpdeT 471 Ben FEradaca aifzs a@sh =¥
o8 s fFatm faf Travelling Allowance fra asiim =z o123l
AT 5w wica | 7 $i%e W@ Queh A qAF journey T zrew ©iF
512 «fent mig wet Travelling Allowance & @9 T=tg |

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : The hon. Member is not speaking on
the Motion. Is he allowed to do that ?

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Let him carry on. We want

to hear him.

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : 4 fiss ify @i=site procure-
ment fTeiolz Tt #1a wifE Fifitg @ @nf‘sf w:ncw Burma Oil Companya
(T BT TR A @tatiaea ;  «oT wEtS fTpale e Tww awae
23 afw faaw e as) I =@ otz BEeled A (FalfeT com Wi cigE
GFA Beq AFIAT Afteat, warzibieacs guti@s 8ea Aqa awtal  Jizte [Read
FT fq9 =7 |

wieAtieats ot 17 Teg awiaead Tz Bpsoea A @ 2w @teeite
Yfarz 313 Hfta, e fmifes va: <47 oifi gisasdy 993 (2fEre Seg awas3a
T Az [{Etes Fasics® e oo sie fwaa yqorz fGFate siags  “ita |
couee {1 fRals Tz A pa=tdt FH6Ia cataziBa Session Court t& ma@siia
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Srijut MOTIRAM BORA. Mr, Spcaker, Sj-[l"1 on a point of inf()rmati;)n
we do not know whether our hon. Friend is speaking in support of the Motjor,
or against it. _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Heis speaking in support of the Motion
and he is raising a general discussion,
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Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, aithough I had no intention to
take part in the discussion of this Motion, but on hearing my hon. Friend from
North Lakhimpur I feel it my duty to speak a few words in support of his demands,
I think the House should consider their difficulties which are unprecedented in
any other parts of the Province. At present they have some products which they

_cannot transport outside owing to transport difficulties and dearth of good
communications, as a result those products are sold at very cheap rate ; and
what is more, the money has gone to those persons who are not the real cultivators
nor the persons who deserve this excess profit.  In consideration  of those
difficulties put forward by my hon. Friend from North Lakhimpur, T think
Government at the time of considering the question of nationalisation of transport,
should take the road condition in the North Lakhimpur arca into consideration
and find out ways and means to improve the road condition there.  We have ful)
support of his demand and we hope Government should consider them so that
those backward places should not remain backward for ever. (Hear, hear—fron,
Treasury Benches).

The Hon’bie Srijut RAMINATH DAS ; Mr. Speaker, Sir, our policy is to
gradually nationalise the motor transport. The policy was defined in the lagt
session of the Assembly on a Resolution which was ultimately approved by thig
House on 29th September, 1943. In that Resolution, Sir, we described what
roads Government wanted to nationalise. 10 mention them buiefly the ro:’:lds are :
¥rom Gauhati-Shillong, Gauhati-Nowgong, Nowgong-jorhat, Jorhat to Dibrugarh
and Dibrugarh-Saikhowaghat and Gauhati-Goalpara. "Having got our policy
approved by this House we have been progressing in our work accordingly. In
the February, 1948 we started our service from Gauhati to Nowgong, and from
August last, from Nowgong to Jorhat and again from January, from Gauhatj to
Shillong. As I have already stated, Sir, it is our policy to gradually nationalise
thé Motor transport on the lines indicated above. We have been taking up only
those lines and gradually.

Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury has spoken about nationalisation of transporg
of the roads from Jorhat to Dibrugarh and irom Jorhat to Golaghat and few other
roads. For the information of the House I may say that before October next we
will take up the road from Sibsagar to Dibrugarh. But I am oy I cannot agree
with him to nationalise transport of the road from Jorhat to Golaghat, as in the
list of roads that was approved by this House 1t the last‘ session t}“f? road was not
uded. So before completing the roads that werc approved by this House we do

incl o ; '
propose at present to nationalise any other road Transport.

not
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Lakhimpur for want of good roads. He als» wished that the motor transport to
North Lakhimpur be nationalised. ‘Ihis wil] be considered duly by the Govern-

ment only after the completion of the approved scheme with regard to road com-
muni gecation in his Subdivision. An appropriate answer will he given by my

Hon’ble Colleaue, the Minister for Public Works Department when Demands for
Grants will come on that line, :

I am very glad to note that the State Transport is appreciated by one and all.
We have siniply gi\-’cp a start to the scheme that we have made, and I hope this
appreciation would followiv as we pro gress gx:aduzx.l}y. But I may say at the same
time that this state of affairs might not continue if we do not get tl_u: co-operation
from one and all. T am also glad that most of the hon, Members want nationa-
lisation of all road transport in their respective constituencies. I am very happy
to find this attitude on their part as thisis a sign of appreciation of the service

rendered by the State Trans,port, but I am SOITy in not being able to assure them
to set up to their wishes as our scheme is not in their line. - -

With these few words, Sir, [ request my hon. Friend ¢o withdraw his Cut
Motioi.

RMaulavi I\’IUHAI\vfI\-fAD ABUL KASHEM As the Hon’ble Minister of
Transport has undertaken to consider the desiral)ility of Starting State Transport

on cotier roads also, including the Tura-Garobhasa road, I beg leave of the House
to withdraw my Motion. : . :

The, Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

1he Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is :

““That a sum not txceeding Rs. 4,62,000 be ar
which will come in course of Payment during the year

1950 for the administration of the head 8248 - @oits
of Road Transport > **,

anted to defray the charges
ending on the 31t March,
I OQutlay op Nationalisatio_n

The question was adopted,

GRANT No. 1

(£.—~Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax)
. pe Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDH] ; O thie tecontientin R
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to Hlove that a sum ot xceed-
ing Rs. fSiOO_O behgranted to defray the charges whicl, swill cac
payfuent duning ihe yeap ending on the 31st March, 1950 ¢, t Ry s

the head—*4.— T, J 2% Tt athe CJr e I the administration of

TaXJS'
The Hon’hje the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“T'hat a sum neq i 58,000
il Bomedn e exceeding Rs. 58, be granted to defra

Courge : d
1950. for the admimse of payment during the year ending

. * a

on the 31st March,
on Income other than

As there is no Cuyg Motion under this demand I put the question,

a expressed the difficulties undergone by North -

come in the course of
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The question is:
<“T'hat a sum not exceeding Rs. 58,000 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March,
1950 for the administration of the head—¢4.—Taxes on Income other than
Corporation Tax’ .
The questicn was adopted.

GRANT No. 26

(Tools and Plant and Establishment Charges of the Public Works
Department)

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 31,39,000 be granted to cdefray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st Ma'rch, 1950 for the
administration of the head “Tools and Plant and Establishment Charges of Public

Works Department”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 31,39,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the ycar ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—¢Tools and Plant Establishment
charges of Public Works Depaz tment” 7.

The Cut Motion in the name of
moved.

Maulana Md. Mufazzal Hussain may now be

Moaulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN : Sir, 1 beg to move that the tota]
provision of Rs. 31,39,000 under Grant No. 26, Major head, 18-B.—Navigation,
Embankments and Drainage Works, etc., at page 252 of the Budget, be reduced
by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 31,39,000 do stand reduced
by Re.l.

Sir, by moving this Gut Motion I would simply ask the Government that they
should give more attention to the Embankment and Drainage Branch of the Public
Works Department because of the fact that the.food problem is the most important
problem at the present time and it is by means of embankment and drainage that
we can make more land available for cultivation. In the last Budget Session in
reply to a Cut Motion of mine, the Hon’ble Minister in charge a;;surcd me that he
would make an enquiry about the embankment project of Kurikala Haor under
Ratabari Police Station in Karimganj. But s0 far as my knowledge goes there had
not been any enquiry about this. By making these Haors ﬁ:c for buro cultivation
you can make thousand bighas of land available for cultivation. Ido hope that
the Hon:ble Minister in Chargﬁ Wlu giVC me an assurance about thlS. WIth these
words I move my Motion for the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

“That the total provision of Rs. 31,39,000 under Grant No. 26, Major head
18-B.—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works, etc., at page 252 of the
Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 31,39,000
do stand reduced by Re.1”.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : ‘Mr. Speaker, Sir, T rise to
register our protest against the Hon’ble Minister of "ublic W'orks Department in
not supplying the detailed estimate of revenuc and expenditure of the Public
Works Department in the normal course along with the Budget. As a matter of
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fact that document was made available to the hon. Members of this House 7 days
after the Session had started. I do not know what prevented him from following
the usual course of issuing that document along with the normal Budget of the

Province. Because we did not get that document in time, as a protest we refuse to
Participate in this discussion.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T am
sorry that this document which contains the details of the budget estimate of the
Public Works Department was not supplied together with the Budget. But the
main figures are included in the Memorandum of estimates as well as in the
main Budget. I cannot for the present, Sir, tell the reason why, until I ask
my office, it was submitted late. But it has not been always the custom to
submit the details at the same time. Even last year it wassubmitted afterwards
because printing of the detailed Budget took quite a long time, and the present
delay was also possibly due to the fact that printing of the main Budget which
was very urgent took a long time. This is all I can say for the present. But as
regards the future we will see if this defect can be removed.

Regarding the request made by the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion to give
more attention to the Embankment and Drainage works than to other works,
I may say, Sir, that attention will be given to these Embankment and Drainage
works and that is the reason why we have appointed a separate Superintending
Engineer for this work whom we " did not have before. We have also appointed
three Executive Engineers who will spend all their time specially for this work.
Before the regular Executive Engineers of the Divisions used to attend to Embank-
ment and Drainage work in addition to the road and building works. So they
could not spare much time for the Embankment and Drainage work. But now
we have separate Executive Engineers, Subdivisional Officers and Overseers who
will be whole time officers for the Embankment and Drainage Department. Now
we hope the work will be carried out in a better way in the future. In fact we
had great difficulty to get these engineers during last year. Moreover it is a
question of money. If we get money there will be large amount of work done.
We have got a big list of schemes that could be taken up at once, but financial
difficulties have prevented us from carrying out the work as we would have liked.
Yon have heard that for all the works of the Public Works Department, for
roads and buildings as well as the Embankment and Drainage works outside the
expenditure on the Shillong-Silchar road we have been given only 63 lakhs
of rupees this year and next year rupees 70 lakhs. Now we have to see that certain
amount is set apart for the Embankmeng and Drainage, but we cannot carry on
all the schemes which we have already in hand.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKERE What is the reason for not submitting the
Public Works Department Budget in time ? ;

The Hon’bie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I haye already spoken,
Sir, about that. '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The detailed Budget was given about 7 days
ago ? :

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY 2 Yes Sir, the hon.
Leader of the Opposition could have read these details in 7 days very casily
instead of finding fault with us.

. Maulavi SAIYID MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We are ot intellectual
giants like the Hon’ble Public Works Department Minister,

The Hon’ble Rev. J J. M, NICHOLS-ROY .

I think he is a great
giant (Laughter). hin hed g
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Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Isthe Hon’ble Minister in order, Sir, in calling the
hon. Leader of the Opposition a giant ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. Objection has been raised
by the Leader of the Opposition that the detailed estimates of the revenue and
expenditure of the Public Works Department were not submitted along with the
main Budget. I understand from the Hon’ble Minister of Public Works Depart-
ment that the annual statement on these items was given in the main Budget.
According to the Assembly Rule the annual financial statement should be
presented for the consideration of the Assembly and a copy of such financial state-
ment should be supplied to the Members 14 days before the first day on which
the demands for grants are taken up. With regard to the details there is nothing
in the rule. But I hope the Hon’ble Minister, Publicc Works® Department will
please supply the détails in time. I think the hon. Leader of the Opposition will
kindly waive his objection.

Maulavi SATYID MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : l\f_Ir. Spcaker, Sir, it is not
a fact what the Hon’ble Public Works Department Minister 1n.formcd the House
that the details of Public Works Department income and expenditure were already
submitted to hon. Members. The general procedure to my knowledge from
1924 has been to issue all the three documents together, »iz., the Budget
estimates, Budget Memorandum and the Public Works Department detailed
estimates. Last year the last named document was given one day after the session
started. This year they were given after 7 days. When I pointed out this, the
Hon’ble Minister, Public Works Department stated that he would (:'o_nsult his office
as usual about the delay. He wanted to transfer the responsibility to the Press
that the Press could not print them in time. It is rcprchcﬂ_slblc that he should
do so, as the Press Superintendent is not here to give g, Version;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In future all these documents should he
sent in time.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, last year these
detailed estimates were placed before the Hon. Mefnb(?rs L day. after the
session was started. At that time nobody raised any objection. I consider that j¢
was not out of order to place the main estimates in the Budget without the
detailed estimates. We have already given all the necessary ﬁgux:cs there. Only
the detailed estimates were given afterwards and they were given 7 days ago,
Sir, I consider this is enough time to study these details.

In view of what the hon. the Leader of the Opposition has stated we
shall see that in future these things are sent in time, though, Sir, in reality, 1
consider that it was not necessary to.send these detailed estimates with the main
Budget Estimates. '

Maulavi SATYID MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1 thank the Hon’ble
Minister for Public Works Department through you, Sir, for what little mercy
he is going to show us in the future.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the
House to withdraw his Motion ?

The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question 18 :. ‘

““That a sum not exceeding Rs.31,39,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 315y
March, 1950 for the administration of the head “Tools and Plant and Establish-
ment Charges of Public Works Department’.”

The question was adopted.
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1-5 P.m.
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AFTER LUNCH
GRANT No. 7
(12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act)

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : I beg, Sir, to move that
a sum not exceeding Rs.5,67,900 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1950

for the administration of the head—“12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles
Taxation Act”.

The reply to the Cut Motions will be given by my Hon’ble Friend, Mr.
Ramnath Das.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.5,67,900 be granted to defray the charge
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—<12.—Charges on account of
Motor Vehicles Taxation Act’,’

There are four Cut Motions. I think Cut Motion

No. 3 may be moved and
the other hon. Members

may take part in the discussion.

Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE : Sir, I beg to move that the total
provision of Rs.5,67,900 under Grant No.7, major head, 12.—Charges on account
of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, at page 52 of the Budget be reduced by Re.l,
t.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.5,67,900 do stand reduce by Re.1,

Sir, in moving this Cut Motion T w

ant to draw Government’s attention to
the difficulties that are being experienc

cd by passengers who travel by m otor
buses due to overcrowding. There is nothing to prevent this overcrowding.
‘The passengers do not get any protection from the Police officer, who are—it is
- an open secret, satisfied with some backsheesh. During winter the difficulty is
not so immense as during summer whe

: 1 .t nany passengers have to travel standing.
I hope Government will look into this matter and remove this difficulty.

Then, Sir, the Lower Assam Regional Transport Authority have been post-
poning their meeting day after day. We do not know why. " I would ask the
Government to enlighten us on this matter.

With these few words,

I commend my motion to the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

“That the total provision of Rs.5,67,900 under Grant No.7, major head,
12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, at page 52 of the Bud-
get be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.5,67,900 do
stand reduced by Re.17’. ;

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHOUDHURY : Sit, we have heard a statement
from the Hon’ble Mr. Ramnath Das as to the steps he has taken in the direction
of nationalisation of certain buses. Although he could not see eye to eye with
me in regard to the nationalisation of certain lines; viz., from Jorhat to Golaghat,
vie Titabar and Dergaon, yet I was pleased with the things he has done with
regard to this Important matter of nationalisation, I want now to draw his
attention to the fares of the buses, which have got to pe looked into. Here is a
Cut Motion, No. 2, which was to have been moved by five hon., Members of this
House. Everywhere we are put to trouble with regard to the high fares of the
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buses. Lo take a few cxamples, consider the fares prevalent in the Tezpur-North
Lakhimpur Bus, the Tezpur-North Gauhati Bus and the Shillong City Bus. I
have been to Tezpur, 1 have been to North Lakhimpur and to other parts of
Assam, and everywhere I have had to pay high fares for my journeys by bus. I
should like to draw the pointed attention of the Government to the fact that the
people of Shillong, particularly, have to pay six annas and three annas for their
journeys from and to Happy Valley and Laitumkhrah respectively. Of course I do
not know the exact distances, between the town and those two places but I do
know that for the same distances the {ares in Calcutta are much less, in fact, half
of what we have to pay in Shillong. That is, fares for such distances in Calcutta
are three annas and one anna respectively. Moreover, Sir, the roads here are
pitched, and there is little chance of damage being done to the wvehicles. There
is no question of wear and tear. Further, as the buses turn along the down-
grade little petrol is consumed. Itis therefore in the fitness of things that the
fares should be further controlied and, in my opinion, reduced. Not only that
fares should be reduced, but the number of buses should be increased in view
of the popularity of these buses, as evidenced by overcrowding. These are the
few things which I wanted to bring home to the mind of the Government, and
especially of the Hon’ble Mr. Ramnath Das, who generally likes to accept what
I say, but is forced by circumstances to go against his own conviction in view of
the occasional disciplinary measures taken by Government against some of the
members of the party to which he has the proud privilege to belong.

With these words, I commend the Motion to the whole-hearted acceptance
of the House.

*The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: One statement of the hon. Mem-

ber I could not follow. The hon. Member said that the rate was one anna and
three annas in Calcutta. : 2

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHOUDHURY : I meant, for the same distance.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: I want to bring to the notice of the
Government that on account of the insufficient number of motor buses, there has
bTeen overcrowgiing of passengers in the Tezpur-Nerth Lakhimpur and the Tezpur-
North Gauhati buses. In Shillong I find that the fares in city buses are very
much high. There is no steamer from Tezpur to Gauhati which used to ply in
the past years. The railway journey is so very troublesome owing to overcrowd-
Ing tl’}at people prefer to go to Gauhati by motor buses. The Tezpur-North
Lakhimpur bus is also very much overcrowded with passengers. Only one bus is
plying in cach of these routes. I wish that Government should see that one
rﬁloll;e.bus is added for cach route—Tezpur-North Gauhati and Tezpur-North
da <himpur. If this is done, passengers will not suffer for want of accommo-

}:]a.txon. I want to say that fares are very much high and so I propose that these
should be decreased. "I suggest that these should be cut down by 25 per cent.

The Hom’ble Srijut. RAM NATH DAS: 1 agree with the hon. Mover
F’f th_e Motion that there is need for more buses on the roads. But my diﬁic‘fulty
18 this t}_lat although the Regional Transport Authority have granted large number
of permits, the buses could not be placed on the road due to shortage of petrol.
I do fe_el that there is great need for additional buses mainly in Tezpur district
and mainly for the road leading to North Lakhimpur. During my visit to that area
I have seen good number ‘of passengers waiting on the road and the buses also were

overcrowded. I have been trying to increase the petrol quota for that area and if
I succeed there the number will be increased. '

#Speech not corrected.
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With regard to rate I cannot agrec with th_c 1101‘1. the Mover of the Motu.)‘n
as well as his supporter. Belore 1946 the rate in Shillong per passenger per mile
was 1 anna 0 pies. In 19-16_ the rate was reduced to 1 anna per passenger per
mile. If my hon. Friends will ses to the increased prices of vehicles, uu;reascd
prices of spare parts and to the increased prices of petrol, I think lthe.y will not
try to reduce the rate that is meant for Shillong. With these few ‘words I need
not add more. I hope the hon. Mover will withdraw his Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHOUDHURY :

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH ‘DAS_ :
the hon. Member want in this short time ?

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHOUDHURY: Will you satisfy us if you are given

- " 2
more time !

Not a satisfactory reply.

What more satisfactory reply does

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD NAZMA
been satisfactory I beg le

L HAQUE: Though the rveply has not
ave of the House to withdraw my Motion. '

The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdr
The Hon’bie the SPEAKER
The quesion is :

awim.

I shall now put the question.

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,67,900 be ar
which will come in the course of payment during
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—
Motor Vchicle§ I'axation Act’.”

The quustion was adopted.

anted to defray the charges
the year ending on the 31st:
‘12.—Charges on account of

GRANT No. 8

(Ot_her Taxes and Duties)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER -
Demands for Grants is expiring I sh
remaining demands.

The question is :

*“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,99,600 be granted 1o defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—*13, ther Taxes and Duties’.”?

The question was adopted.

Order, order ag the time for voting on
all now take recousse to guillotine all the

GRANT No. 14

(30--—P0rt5 and Pi]ota_ge)
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The question

s That &sum " hot exceeding Rs. 2,100 be
. L . : : granted to def; h
which Wlllrwm:e In the course of payment during the year encfiz;yg ct,lfle t{];eagglgi
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—-‘?;O.-——'Ports and Filotage’.”
The question wag adopted.

is :
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GRANT No. 28
(55.—Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, etc.)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 28,01,300 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—¢55.—Superannuation Allowances

B

and Pensions, etc’.
The question was adopted.
GRANT No. 6
(11.-—Registration)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:
“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,03,400 be granted to defray the charges

which will come in the course of payment during the year englin;,g”on the 31st
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—¢11.—Registration’.

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 27
(54-A.—Famine Relief)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

_ “That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,00,000 be. granted to def_’ray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3]s
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—¢54-A.—Famine Relief”.”

The question was adopted.
GRANT No. 15
(36.—Scientific Departments)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

... “That a sum not exceeding Rs. 17,600 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March,

2 3

1950 for the administration of the head—*36.—Scientific Departments’.
The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 5

(10.—Forcsts)

. The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : On the recommendation of
His Exceliency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sif, to move that a sum poy
- exceeding Rs. 36,84,400 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
Course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1950 for ¢p,
administration of the head—¢10.—Forests’.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : -

_ “That asum not exceeding Rs. 36,84,400 be granted to defray the chargeg
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3]
March, 1950 for the administration of the head—¢10.—Forests’.””

We have got half an hour for this grant. Cut Motion No. 5 is general,

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHOUDHURY: I am not going to move it.

R i |
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr., Speaker, Sir, I want to move
Cut Motion No. 2. I beg to move, Sir, that the total provision of Rs. 36,84,400

under Grant No. 5, major head, 10—Forests, at page 46 of the Budget, be

reduced by Re. 1, 7. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 36,84,400, do stand
reduced by Re. 1

My object in moving the Cut Motion is to criticise the G
chronic apathy towards improvement of Forests in the pl
Hills both in U. S. F. and Share Forest.

Sir, for many years we have not seen that

in the Plains portion of the Garo Hil Is, that is the portion from I\’Iahendraganj to
Phulbari with the result that sal trees are not available in most of the places and
other trees are also scarce. We have learnt that Government could not do any
work in Share Forest area because of the fact that the forests of this area is
shared by the Zamindars for want of provision for plantation by Government,
in the contract. But that cannot be sufficient reason to neglect this area by
Government. If improvement is done to this area the share to Zamindars will also
increase. In the U. S. F. also Government has so far shown no
inclination towards improvement. It is not known to us why this has been neg-
lected in that part of the province I only want to draw the attention of the
Hon’ble Minister to the state of affairs in that area and if plantation and
improvement works are taken up, it will help us to bring down further deficit in

our provincial Budget. So, I would urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to take carly
steps to improve the forests in th

€ plains portion of the Garo Hills, which, I am
sure, will add to the income of the Forest Department.

It is also seen that there in some areas there was neither the coupe system so
long in vogue, nor merchants are allowed to extract timbers from these areas. It
would be better if coupe systems and extraction are allowed and planation work
Is taken up in right earnest,

With these words, I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the House,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

‘“That the total provision of Rs.36,84,400, under Grant No, 9, major head,
10—Forests, at page 46 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, ie., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs, 36,84,400, do stand reduced by Re. 1.

Maulavi 1".JUI'IAI'V-'{_I\’IAD NAZMAL HAQUE : My, Speaker, Sir, I had a
Cut Motion which I did not move. In Supporting the Cut I\’/Iotio,n of hon.
Maulavi Abul Kashem, I want to make

a reference to the dets iled B t
47. Here provision of Rs. 82,000 has b © Cetalled Budget at page

€en made for timber ang other produces
removed from the forests by consumers and Purchasers.

Here the forest produce
is taken by the consumers and purchasers and I cannot 3

understand whvy so m h
money was spent for this purpose. I hope, the Hon’ble inister will ci!a?"(i)fy ‘:fle
Position in his reply.

Professor P. M. SARWAN : Mr. Speaker,

Whether I could speak here in regard to Cut Mot
ministration ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It was not moved.
Mptxon No. 2 and not on Motion No. 5. Your speech should
ills, otherwise it wil] not be relevant,

Professor P. M. SARWAN : I will speak ip relation to the Garo il
The Forest Department has not taken any steps to plant trees in the deniided
areas. It sounds to me very very strange when I find that In many areas where
Poor people have settled down some years back we hear talks of Forest Depart-
ment driving them away and it is because they want to take up reforestaboiin
those areas, whereag they have not takep UP  reforestation in the plains
bortion of the Garo Hills where reforestation i urgent. on in t

overnment for thell
ains portion of the Garo

any plantation work was taken up

Sir; T

should like to know
on No.

9, tO criticise Forest

You can speak on
relate to the Garo
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: This has to be done for the improvement
of forest resources of the province.

Prefessor P. M. SARWAN : Yes, Sir, if forest resources are to be improved
why not do it in a place where it is necessary, I mean in the Garo Hills (voice—

Plains portion) instead of evicting people who have already settled down ?

Now, there is a very bad charge on the TForest Department that they are
neglecting the neglected areas whereas they are turning their attention to areas
which need not require such attention : therefore, we should like to remind the
Forest Department, Forest Administration and also the Hon’ble Forest Minister to
be sympathetic to the people who are supposed to be the real masters of the country
and not to give them too much digdari and causc apprehension in their minds,
Perhaps, I am relevant in urging that an all-out attention should be given by
Government to have reforestation in the Plains portion of the Garo Hills as has been
suggested by the Mover of the Motion, Mr. Abul Kashem, and 1 request them to
refrain from turning out people who have already inhabited non-cadastral areas,
instead of reforestation of such inhabited areas; reforestation in the Garo Hills can
be taken up by them with all their energy and thus specially Upper Assam is spared
from the eviction of settled villagers.

The Hen’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Mr. Spcaker, Sir, I am
really glad to find that many hon. Members are taking keen interests for the
improvement of forests. Sir, I must say that so far as the Forest Department is
concerned, the Department has been proceeding with - greater vigour and speed
for the improvement of the Rescrve Forests.  So far as those arcas referred 1o by
my Friend, the hon. Mover of the Motion, Sir, it is true that no such improvement
has been possible owing to paucity of funds. "Those arcas which are shared
forests, are under the Zaminders though they are managed by the Forest Depart-
ment. Sir, we retain only a very small fraction of the revenue, 0., about 15 per-
cent. only and with this little fraction of revenue retained by Government from

those forests it has not been possible to make all the necessary improvements., [

shall examine, Sir, whether we can arrange to get more money from the Zamin.
dars for the improvement of those forests.

In this connection, I may point out that as soon as the State Acquisition of
Zamindaris Bill is passed and comes into force, all these areas will be entirely
under the control of the Government. At that time we shall see how we can
develop those areas by plantations and other necessary improvements. In fact
I have already asked my Conservator to visit those areas and collect nccessar;
information regarding ‘the areas and condition of the Zamindary forests.

_In view of what I have said, Sir, I hope my hon. Friend will withdraw hig

i
,*Mau:!a?i MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Sir, I amglad that the
Hon’ble Minister for Forest has assured us that he will take all possible steps to

improve the forests. 1 theref: e house to withdraw
Motion. efore, beg leave of the my Cht

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : H Member leave of .
to withdraw his Cut Motion ? e S0k : 1e House

(Voices—Yes, yes).
The Cut Motion stands withdrawn by the leave of the House.

5 The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, as regards the points
ralg:cd by my hon. Friend, Mr. Nazmal Haque, with regard to certain provision
wh1c.h he has% found to be unnecessary, T want to inform him, Sir, that the provi-
sion is essentially necessary. The figure has been made from the actuals of the

#Speech not corrected
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previous year in connection with removal of timber and other forest produce
removed from the forest by consumers and purchasers to meet the cost of tempo-

rary establishment for making timber and demarcating coupes for supply of
sleepers to the railways.

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM' May ' we know, Sir, whether

this is done by the Forest Department ? If so, this expenditure has to be' shown’
under the general head.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : If the hon. Member wants

the details for which' this provision was made, I' can tell'him. Here are the
details :—

1. All incidental charges in connection with the removal.of produce of all:
kinds from the Forests by consumers and purchasers,

2. All charges incurred
privileges or to right holders.

3. Marking trees or other produce for removal,

in connection with produce given free or under

4. Marking out areas from which produce may be removed,

5. Payand tra\fell'ing allowance of tem
supervise removals, issue permits, etc., etc,.

6. Erection and repair of temporary huts for such establishments;

7. Gonstruction and repair of temporary roads, brid

i ges or. other works, when
used solely or mainly for the removal of pro

duce by purchasers.
8. Payment for assistance by seizing timber and impounding'cattle, etc,

From this, it will be seen, Sir that the provision is essentially necessary.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut M
name of Maulana. Md. Mufazzal Hussaip,

*Maulana MD. MUFA
MOtiOns, Sir.

otions Nos. 4 and 5 are standing in the
The hon. Member may move.

ZZAL HUSSAIN: L do not propose to move my:

The ‘Hon’_ble_ the SPEAKER: Then. T will put: the question :—
The question is: 3

¢« Thatt a sum not exceeding Rs. 36,8440 | :
defray the charges which will come in the course of ers durips y Sranted o

P s - ayment duri »e.
ing on the 31st March, 1950 for the administration ofythe he;é‘iglglzg*:s;esf;}q’
The question was adopted.

We have now finished our business for to-day,

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Mr

ke a request to you. I condemned the use of abreviati i i dings
3111211}’ the other day because it becomes very difficule E??ﬁ:ﬁ: 0!;1‘ 'Frgc'eegmgs
their meaning. But to-day both the Hon’ble Minister as wall as l:h-g-lile - M'r'lcjw
of this Gut Motion have used the abrevig : e e

b ) \ tiOns Tk 2588 o g
«United States Forests’ or ‘United States Fatherlan " S. FP—ij¢ might mean
«Unclassed _State Forests® ?

—why could they not say-
The Hon’ble Sritut RUPNATH BR. : s
Mover of the Cut Motiog, Sir, AHMA: It was used by the hon:

s Speakcr, Sir, I want ¢o

e —

*Speech not corrected,
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Statement by the Hon’ble Premire 72: Industrial Policy
of Government

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It was arranged that after the closing of the
Business Hour for to-day, the Hon’ble Premier would make a statement on the
Industrial Policy of the Government.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while
describing the difficulty which the Government felt in the implementation of the
Schemes, I described the want that Government have long felt in necessary
technical personnel and a suitable administrative machinery. I was also infor-
ming the House why progress was slow on account of having to take into consi-
deration the financial aspect of all the schemes that we had proposed to launch.
As I said, Sir, till recently the machinery consisted of the Industrial Adviser,
a Special Officer on the administrative side, 2 Special Officer for Sugarcane
Project, a Paper Expert and a Textile Expert. A Directorate of Major Industries
and Commerce has, however, been established only from the 1st of March, 1949
to remove the long felt want of an executive organisation to implement the major
industrial schemes and it is now expected to create requisite organisational
momentum in the near future to go ahead with the wvarious projects. It
is to be noted that the post of the Industrial Adviser has been abolished and

- has been substituted by Director of Industries.

In spite of all the difficulties I have stated and the fact that Government had
to start practically from scratch so far as major industries are concerned, the
?cllinevements in this field are by no means negligible an‘l may be summarised as
ollows ;—

(I) Bulk Generation of Electrical Power.—Proper industrialisation in the
modern world can be possible only with cheap electrical power. Thijs
Government has, therefore, been very much interested in the hplk generation of
electrical power, both hydro-electrical and thermal. Sometime in October, 1947 -
a party of Experts from the Government of India, consisting of the Chairman,
Central Water-Power, Irrigation and Navigation Commission and two members
of the Commission visited Assam to study the potentialities of water-power in the
Brahmaputra and its tributaries with particular reference to generation of power,
flood confrol, extension and improvement of navigation facilities and in certain
areas extension of irrigation also. )

These experts were not in a position to undertake a detailed examination of our
water-power potentiality, but from a study of maps, discussion with local officers
and a preliminary reconnaissance of the areas concerned they came to the conclu-
sion that the following four rivers—Dihang, Manas, Someswari and Barak—could
profitably be developed for multiple purpcé)’ses, viz., hydro-electric power genera-
tion, flood control and navigation. ‘

A preliminary estimate for investigations of these River Valley Projects in
Assam was drawn up by the C.W.I.N,C. and was scrutinised by an Ad Hoc
Comn}lttee of Experts appointed by the Government of India for this purpose
sometime in June, 1948. The Ad Hoc Committee were of the opinion that the
Brahmaputra Valley with its magnificient rivers and the narrow gorges in the
Himalayan ranges through which they flow offered an almost unlimited scope for
power development. They recommended that of the four priorities named by
G.W.I.N.C. two—uiz., Manas and Dihang—should be taken up for investigations
in the first instance. An estimate of Rs.30,73,710 spread over two years was
Ei:pproved by this Ad Hoc Clommittee to cover the expenditure on the investiga-
tions of these two dam sites as well as for discharge and silt observations, metero-
logical, mineral and economic surveys and surveys for navigation of the entire river -
system. ‘T'his estimate of Rs.31 lakhs approximately has since been sanctioned by
the Standing Finance Committee of the Government qf India and it is expected

that work on this preliminary survey will start immediately with the beginning of
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of the new financial year. The Manas Project has been given the first priority.
I may inform this House in this connection that they sought the co-operation of

the Provincial Government in giving them help by lending our officers from our
Departments.

The Financial arrangements in these cases will be the same as in the case of
Kosi and Mahanadi projects, That is tp say, il after the preliminary investigatlop
the projects materialise, the cost of investigation will be debited against the esti-
mate ol the project. If the projects do not materialise, the expenditure incurred
in the investigation will, in the first instancc,_be borne by the Government of India
and adjusted later against the financial contribution of the Government of India
to Assam. Thisis about development of hydro-electric policy. In this connec-

tion, Siv, I wish to mention ab ut a small project towards the end of the discussion
on this point. :

As regards generation of thermal power, a detailed investigation in regard to
rural electrification was made in the Gauhat Subdivision as early as December
1946, to middle of 1947, by a party of officers working under the Senior Project
Officer-in- Charge of Nursery Power Development Schemes of the Government of
India. They drew up a comprehensive report on their investigation which was
submitted to Government by the middle of 1948. At the instance of this Govern-
ment and in consultation with them, this report was revised so as to provide for
the electrical developnient of the Gauhati Subdivision in successive stages, the
supply being initially made available in the immediate neighbourhood of Pandu,
Amingaon and Gauhati where the textile mill has been provisionally decided to be
located. The revised scheme is a great improvement on the original one in as
much as it envisages 5,000 K.W. power station instead of the 600 originally propo-
sed. This plant will be expanded by the installation of another 2,500 K.W.
plant by about the 5th year of working. Again, the distribution system
will be expanded to include 272 miles instead of 30 miles as previously contem-
plated and will cover 57 townships and villages.  If this installation becomes
possible in the near future, it could give supply to the proposed textile mills, to
the University, to the Railway, besides supplying clectricity to rural areas.

The total estimated capital expenditure is about 101 1
time of construction three years. 3 ia believe that during the
first year of operation alter completion of the project the scheme will yield a net
surplus and that the accumulated deficits will be wiped out in the 9th year of
operation and that by the 10th year the project

€ would be g self-supporting one
yielding 2 return of 4 per cent. on the investments.

'This revised scheme is now under consideration of the Pro
and as soon as they accept it, the Central Electricity
execution and construction of the project covered by t
Necessary steps will be taken for creation of a separate Electricity Department in
the Province ; in this matter also the Central Electricity Commission haf,)e romised
their co-operation and assistance. In the meantime, the Government c};f Assam
would recruit and train suitable personnel in consultation with the Central Electrici-
ty Commission so as to be able to take over the construction and operation of the
project entirely after the five years programme has heen completed.

In this connection mention should be made about the Umtpy or the Burni project
for the supply of Hydro-electric power with a view, if i '

) 2 : possible, to substitute the Ther-
mal plant as proposed above. The site of the Proposed station would be at about 3%
miles up-stream from the Gauhati-Shillong road at Burnihat bridge. Full data were
collected by the Electricity Commission of the Government of India and a scheme
with necessary financia] implications have been drawn

5 ¢ ay up and has heen sent to us for
consideration. According to the decision of the Government of India, the scheme

rrovincial Government
ommission will undertake the
he first five years programme,

akhs of rupees and the
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should be financed by the Provincial Government on loan. The total expendi-
ture necessary, as made out in the Report, would be 75 lakhs approximately. The
total Kilowat to be generated would be 5,000 to 7,500 also. The Govern-
ment will have to determine when and how far the power to be supplied under
this scheme could substitute the thermal plant as proposed above, and at what
relative costs. This scheme will also take about 7 to 8 years for fructification. The
Government have not yet taken any decision, but will examine it. It is quite likely
that if this project can be put into effect, the thermal plant could be shifted
elsewhere for furtherance of the industrial scheme of the Government of Assam.

Although mot .connected with Hydro-electric prOject, ; the ‘Provincial
Government are also causing survey of the Kapili river for irrigational and
drainage purposes, the object being to avoid flooding of the areas through which
the Kapili flows, causing extensive loss and damage and indescribable sulferings to
the people.

This is about the hydro-electric project. I now come to the mdustrie_S.

Sugar Industry.—A nursery plantation of sugarcane was started carly in
1948 near Dimapur under the supervision of a Special Officer having knowledge
of sugarcane cultivation. A total area of 30 acres has already been opened up
and planted with sugarcane setts of selected varieties and another 10 acres are
being planted. An amount of Rs.73,180 has already been spent on the project.
Order for 2 tractors have already been placed and a scheme for planting 5,000
acres of land by Government has been decided upon. An aerial reconnaissance
survey of the Bokajan-Naojan area along the Dha_nmn Valley selected for large-
scale cultivation of sugarcane, has been done with t_hc help of the Survey of
India and some local firms are being consulted regarding ground and contour
survey. As soon as this is done, tractors will begin to operatein this area,

Regarding sugarcane machinery, six firms have since submitted their
quotations, specifications, etc., for a thousand ton plant, based on the carbonitg.
tion process and these are now being scrutinised for finalising the order,
I desire to mention in this connection that due to an overall chfu}gc In the
economics of India after partition, we shall not be surprised if a revision in the
policy will not be called for.

Cotton Textile Mills.—Out of the total quota of 1,00,000 spindles and 2,225
looms allotted to the Province, orders for 75,000 spindles and 1,625 looms were
placed in the United Kingdom ; of this an order for 25,000 spindles for one Unj;
of the Cotton Textile Mill has been confirmed and an advance of Rs. 8,33,000

“paid against the order. In view of the over-riding priority obtained from the
Government of India, it is expected that the machinery will be delivered in pay
in 1949 and the rest in 1950. A party has already been selected for the Managing

Agency of the unit and an agreement is being Pr sparedl, dgr iconsuleation, Wity
firm of solicitors.

A Textile Experthas since been appointed and he is doing various spade
work in this connection. Requirements -of building materials have been notified
to the Government of India in order to ensure supply during the next year,
Negotiation for supply of Japanese machinery, power plant humidifier insta]]s.
tion, fire fighting equipment, etc., is also in progress. 1 should also like to note ip
this connection that the question as to whether the other three units wij

also be run by Government would depend largely on the industrial policy of
the Government of India.

Paper Mills.—A Paper Expert was appointed early in 1948 to draw up pro-
ject, -estimates, etc. for a paper mill in consultation with the manufacturers of
the machinery. Specifications, quotations etc., for a complete paper mill pro-
ducing 35 tons of paper per day were invited from well-known manufacturers
of the paper machinery all over the world as a result of which five firms have so far
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submitted quotations, etc., for a complete plant and these are now being scrutini-
sed for finalising the order. Meanwhile two representatives of the German firm
Messrs. J. M. Vaith and Company, have offered to visit Shillong within a
month or so and hold datailed discussion in connection with the establishment
of a paper Mill in Assam. Their visitis awaited. In the meantime the Paper
Expert has submitted some interim reports regarding selection of suitable sites.
I may mention in this connection that the availability of coal and some other
necessary materials will be factors in determining the location of the site.

Plywood Indusiry.—In consonance with the policy of participation in the
industry, Government are contemplating to take a financial interest in the two
existing plywood industries, viz., Messrs. A. R.and T. Company Limitted,
Margherita and Assam Saw Mills and Timber Company Limited Murkong-
Selek, and with that end in view a series of conferences have already been held
with the representatives of the firms and concrete proposals put forward. Tt is
expected to finalise the negotiation before long. In the meantime applications
of a few factories are also being considered.. I should mention also in connection
with this industry, that Assam, I think, affords the best facilities more than any

other provinces in India and if it is properly co-ordinated with the Forest
Department, it can have almost a sort of a monopoly.

Tannem.——-Tlhe Assam Tanneries I imited, Ga
ment a proposal sometime ago to raise the present capital of Rs.1,00,000 t

= 1, (o}

Rs.5,00,000 and had 1nv1te(.i Government to fake a financial interest in the, enter-

prise. Governm_ent have since formed a Committee of five members to report on
the present working of the Tannery and on its assets and liabilities with a view to

exploring the possibility of .Governmcnt participation in the industry. The
Committee has not yet submitted its report to Government.

Paints and Varnishes.—Two firms submitted project estimates for the manu-
factute of paints and varnishes which have been scrutinised by the Department.
The question of Government participation with one of these firms has not yet been
decided. -

Railway.—A reconnaissance survey for a railway line in the Garo Hills
was successfully completed early in 1948 by the Railway Board consequent on
the submission of the schemes of development of mineral and forest resources of
the area by the Industrial Adviser. The Ministry of Railway have now decided
to CEI.IE‘Y Ic{m location surveys. ‘The priority given to this is only next to the Assam
Rail Link. L g :

Although not connected with industries, the necessity of taking over T'ezpu,r_-
Balipara aud a rail r_'oad from Rangapara to Sadiya are matters of considerable
priority for the province. Government  of Assam are pressing the Railway Board
to take up these projects also, but not with much success till now.,

Fuel Research Station.— A regional ‘fuel research station for Assam has been
sanctioned by the Government. of India as a result of some spade work and
representation made by the Provincial Government. As desired by the Director
of Fuel Research Institute, Government of India, the Industria] Adviser has
tantatively selected three alternate sites for the proposed station and blue
prints of the ground plans have also been prepared. The scheme is expected to
be finalised soon. The role of such a scheme in the scientific development of coal
and petroleum resources of the province can hardly be over estimated. I under-
stand that this research station will also be sitting down for work from the next

ear.
d In conclusion, Sir, I desire to submit that we are not sitting idle but owing to
the shortness of resources in the requisite type of men to be associated in these
industries the Government is not in a position to rush through the schemes,
immediately. And since these schemes will involve also considerable finances of
the Province they require very close examination before they can be fully imple-

mented. It is therefore only in fullness of time that we may expect to have full
fructifiication of these schemes.

uhati had put forward to Govern-
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\/*Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is sufficient
time to move our Cut Motions. We have some local grievance to be
placed before the House in these Cut Motions. But according to the procedure it
is not regular to ask the Hon’ble Ministers. May I know Sir, if they want to

comply with our request?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will the hon. the Leader of the Opposi-
tion enlighten us in this matter?

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA. : Sir, before I reply to the main
query that has been raised by my Friend, Maulvi Md. Abul Kashem, may I
know from the Hon’ble Premier about the rate of interest which the Government
of India has been charging upon this Government for the loan they are going to
? He did not mention about the rate of interest.

take for these schemes ?

The Homn’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, we have not been
definitely told about the rate of interest that they are going to charge in future,
I submit that it will largely depend on the Government of India. What is the
rate of interest, the Government of India itself will get from the International
Monetary Bank is also not known to us. I have come to know that a party of
experts of the International Monetary Bank are touring round India just at
the present moment and discussing matters with the Finance Department as well
as with other Departments of the Government of India, about the way and the
manner in which this loan should be given. We have been informed that they
are very much impressed with our resources and other condition of things.

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think
in compliance to the request made by my hon. Friend, Maulavi Md. _Abul
ashem, it will offend against the rules. T'he very spirit of those _rules will be
set at na;.ucrht if the Hon’ble Ministers now informally express their reactions tg
the Clut Motions which have been placed before the House by ceriain hon.,
Members. But the best solution to oblige my hon. Friend, Maulavi Md. Aby]
Kashem and other hon. Members will be, for the Hon’ble Ministers, and other
hon. Members, who have tabled Cut Motions to discuss them privately and get
redress of their grievances, if the Hon’ble Ministers are willing to do so, but it
does not look well on the plea that we have saved some time from that
allotted time for Demands for Grants that the Hon’ble Ministers are asked to reply
to Cut Motions which have not been placed before the House. I think, this ig
the proper position with regard to my reply.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, with regard to the
loan from the Government of India what I have stated just now is for about the
future. At present we are taking the Government of India’s loan on 2-78 per
cent. interest,

“Mr. j. S. HARDMAN: Sir, on the question of finance, I should like to

Say f_or the information of the House that the Government of India’s loan to the

Province is at § per cent. and the question of bhorrowing money from the Inter-

National Monetary Fund—this has no relation with the internal loan which the
rovincial Government is going to take,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I now want to know whether hon. Maulavi
Kashem will agree to the arrangement proposed by the hon. Leader of the
pposition.

*Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM: Yes, Sir, I agree to that arrangement.

#Speech not corrected.

g&’
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now take up Private Members’ business.
Maulavi ABDUL HALIM : Sir, I do not like to move my *Resolution.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN . Sir, I am in favour of prohibition.

- So Idonotlike to move my Resolution. My object in bringing up this
Resolution was merely to point out discrimination.

Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM : Sir, I do not like to move my Resolution.

Resolution re-appointment of a Special Committee of Investigation to
investigate the deteriorating Transport Situation in the Province

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that in view of
the deteriorating transport situation in the Province, this Assembly is of

opinion that the Government of Assam do appoint a Special Committee of
Investigation.

Transport, Sir, is the most urgent problem of the present time in Assam. We
appreciate the very great interest which the late Sir Akbar Hydari took in this
very important question and we acknowledge the services which the Hon’ble the
Premier has rendered in presenting to the Government of India actual information
in regard to the transport position in this province. Rail transport, we realise,
is of primarily within the sphere of responsibility of the Central Government, but
we are endeavouring in this Resolution to strengthen the hands of the Provincial
Government in  pressing the claims of this Province to more considerate
treatment from the Railwy Board in Delhi. Government assistance is urgently
needed for the improvement of the Rail transport for Assam. Hon. Members are
fully aware of the difficulties which the transport situation
During the debates on food and on the distribution of corrug
and on the supply of cloth it has been repeatedly stated by hon. Members from
both sides of this House that transport is the primary difficulty. There is evidence

to show, Sir, that while transport in other parts of India js steadily improving the
position of transport in Assam is steadily deteriorating.

T e :
to an extract from the speech of the Hon’ble Member fol‘-N lgaiﬁigysvcghe??egﬁ
stated that in the su»:-m_onth period from June to December 1945 the daily
wagon loading figure had risen from 9,800 per day to 11,267, an ’increasc oF
roughly 2,000 wagons. In Assam, Sir, the position is en

. / ; t L tirely different, and we
have had a steady deterioration during this very period., 1In May of last year the
daily wagon loading figure was over 500 wagons a day on the Assam Railway,

while the recent figure which we were supplied by the Assam Railway was only
about 400 wagons per day. That, Sir, 15 a 20 per cent. decline against a progrss-
sive improvement in other parts of India. We realise, Sir ﬁlat thepAss;m
Railway Administration have their difficulties and they ar’e handicapped. but
it is necessary, in the special difficulties in which Assam’ is placed tlﬁgt ,thesc
problems should be tackled boldly and with initiative. It jg i I R,
balance traffic receipts whc]r: ym% are faced with g

Obviously no Railway can make profits on this basis, 2 i = 3

can be improved therz can be no hope of greater ﬁnanc’iaqnd e vagbndoocl

by the_Ass_am Railway. We have heard, Sir, that new Vha;l:;cscsz nl[:;mggwa(;}:lleivr:’:g
are being imported into India on a very substantial scale We have ng1adc
enquiries to ascertain the number of engines and wa |

into service on the Assam Railway. But from the

we conclude that no such wagons or engines have re

is occasioning.
ated iron sheets

absence of any positive reply
ached this Rajlway. It was

2 declining traffic trade.

gons which have been placed
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obvious, Sir, when partition took piace that a Railway workshop commensurate
with the needs of Assam Railway was required. We arc told to-day, Sir, that
the question of selecting a site for the workshop is under consideration. In the
meantime, over 18 months have elapsed and not even arrangements for emergent
repairs have been made and wagons are daily passing out of service. There are
in the province thousands of War Department wagons which, we are convinced,
with the ingenuity of man and a little engineering skill and some organisation,
could be brought back into commission to carry out a brief period of further
service tor the Assam Railway. This, Sir, does not appear to have been
tackled.

Then, Sir, there are wagons being used by the Railway staff. Fifteen
months ago, at a meeting in Government House, Shillong, at which the Hon’ble
Minister of Supply was present, His Excellency the late Sir Akbar Hydari,
drew very pointed attention to the waste of wagons asa result of their being
used for housing accommodation for the Railway staff. Assurances were given
that this was merely an arrangement made to meet a very temporary ¢mergency.,
We found, however, that during the course of the year the number declined by
only a paltry figure. Then suddenly we were told that the number had increased
to an alarming extent, which was primarily due to a recount. T!w.t means
that the previous figures were completely meaningless. At the present time there
are no less than 355 wagons immobilised as I‘CSIanCCS,‘ and if these were brought
into commission, the transport situation could be alleviated to a small extent,

While the Railwa . Board are driving ahead resolutely with the Assam Link
Project, there isa very serious danger that the very encrgy which they are
devoting to the Link Project, will impair the position of) Assam masmuch. as our
meagre supplies of wagons may ]?c depleted for tgls I fOIJC(élt- 2116 Rail Link
is unlikely to be completed within two years, an¢, hundreds and  thousands of
wagons will be needed to carry ballast, sleepers, rails and other cons.ructiong]
materials. And; Sir, we have been warned that thereis likely to be a furthep
reduction in the number of wagons available for public trans.port. _Wc acknowled.
ge, Sir, the assistance which the Assam Government have given in opening up

- certain Railway bridges to road traffic, and the Assam Government have succee.
ded in getting approval in principle to the decking of three very important
bridges at Neamati, Katakhal and Margherita. This, however, has not up ¢,
now relieved the situation because the Railway Board have been unable tq
carry out these simple projects, Our information is that in war time the
Neamati bridge was completely decked in a matter of 48 hours ! This question
of decking of the Neamati bridge has been under controversy for a matter of 1
months, and again I say that the Assam Government are completely blamelegs.
In my opinion, they have given all the assistance which c_ould reasonably he
expected. But, as I say, the work is still incomplete and with the approach of
the rainy season difficulties will again arise. We would strongly urge Government
to giemand from the Railway Board definite completion dates for these bridges
as it is most essential that road transport must be able to move what the RaiIWay;
cannot carry. Our reason for recommending to this FHouse the appointmeny of
a Committee of Enquiry is that Transport in Assam is & combined operation i
which railways, the river steamers and road transport should aJ1 co-
operate.

There is an unfortunate tendency for railways to review problems O_f transport
from their own standpoint and to regard proposals designed to uncertain carrying
capacity which are contrary to standard or normal railway practice ag
undesirable. A co-ordinated plan is necessary and in accordance with the dictates
of this plan it may be necessary to utilise certain sections of the railway as feeders
for the stcamers. = The Provincial Government also will be able to give valuable
assistance in securing greater movement of goods by river from Calcutta and to



and our desire in proposing this

‘this Resolution, I should say that the difficulties

later.
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Calcutta if certain essential improvements in
out. This would enable goods to be cl
flats and this will enable a quicker

road communication are carried
cared quickly from steamers and fro_m
turn round to be achieved., We have a list
of roads which urgently require attention at present time. We hope, the
Committee, which we have envisaged, will examine these projects and see
whether it is necessary in the interest of the Province to carry them out even if it
involves postponement of other schemes which have already received approval.

With these objects in view, Sir, we have proposed this Committee of Enquiry

is to achieve improvement of transport and to
of Assam in representing to the Government
able state of communications in this province.

supply full facts to the Government
of India the very deplor

The H_on’l:-ule the SPEAKER: Resolution moved :
“That in view of the deterioratifig transport situation in the Province, this

Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do appoint a Special
Committee of Investigation.”

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:
preliminary reply to the Resolution placed before th
Hardman, to whom, I think, all Members of this House

Mr. Speaker, Sir, asa
¢ House by hon. Mr.
should be grateful for .

about transport in
any subject proposed to
clsewhere should receive the best

Assam has been a matter of such great importance that
be discussed in this connection in this House or
attention of all concerned,

I will like to give more detailed reply after hearing other suggestions which
might be coming before the House, but at this stage I should like to say that
Government have full sympathy with the objects of the Resolution. There is,
however, one point which requires a little clarification and, I suppose, an
explanation also; it is in reference to the setting up of the Committee of Investiga-
tion. Hon. Members know very well that the sphere of the Provincial Govern-
ment does not extend to the administration of railways and, I am afraid, we
cannot be the proper authority for appuinting a Committee of Investigation by
ourselves. But if the Resolution be

g modified to imply a sort of a recommendation
to the Government of India in the Ministry of Railways for setting 1p a Commts

tee of Investigation then Government may not find any cifficulty in making such
recommendation. But as ig stands now, I Suppose, it will not be consistent with
the powers that Provincial Government have to sponsor a Committee of
Investigation,

Secondly, we do not know, even i we are to set up a Committee by
ourselves, whether without the co-operation of the railways,” we could get any
substantial benefit from the operation of the Resolution as we may be prevented
from getting materials which may be necessary in the investiwatiorf C)F::hel‘wise
Sir, I am in agreement with the object of thig Resolution, €Vhile' iving a ﬁnai
reply, I will let the House know how strenuously thig Government ar% tal%in u
this matter with the Government of India, [ want to tell you that. all th§t 11;
possible to be done for transport to this province has been done b ) this Govers
ment. Even before Mr. Hardman tabled the Resolution ang soyon as the gist
of the proceedings of the Assam T ransport Advisory Board i ourc )ossessfi;on
we wrote to the Hon’ble Railway Minister, Shyj Gopalaswan})y Ayyen E!ll" on this
very important matter and suggested certajn remedies, which I shaﬁ mention

Sir, I will discuss this matter more elabor

: : ately after hearing the hon.
Members, but in the meantime I have made the po

sition of the Government clear.
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Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I endorse every word of
what the hon. Mover of the Resolution has said. It is a fact that the Assam
Railway has not been running on a business—Ilike manner and the difficulty for
this is, to my mind, that at the top the officers who are in charge of the Railway,
are not tkinking of the actual sufferings of the people although the Railway is a

ublic carrier company. It is, morc or less, an administration where big
officials have grouped to have their own way in administering the Railway and
not administerine the comforts of passengers and carriage of goods. The hon.
Member has already spoken about the co-ordination and co-operation between the
Railways, Steamers and other Transport authorities, but I szll give you a small
instance as to how they are co-operating. From Jorhat to Neamati no goods are
carried by the railway, but from Neamati to .](_Jl‘hz’-t goods trains are carrying
goods. This is the freightwar between the railway authorities and the Steamer.
Apparently the freight war is going on, as of old, in the Company spirit and
these authorities are not thinking themselves to be now the servants of the Nation,
They think as if they are a business concern_and that they must do their business.
This is the main trouble with the Assam Railway.

As regards reconditioning of wagons and carriages, I, in my humble capaciyy
as 2 Member of the Railway Advisory Committee as well as the President of the
Assam Railway Employees Association, for the last three years have been straining
myself, but unfortunately with no responsé from the Railway authorities. The
other day I spoke about the matter to the Chief Administrative Officer, but he
simply enquired of me saying, ‘‘ Well, Mr. Phookan how many members yoy
have got in your Union ?”” He added, <“You have not a goo’ following in yoyr
Union”. To this I also gave a fitting reply saying, . If you want to know the
number of members of my Union, it may be negligible and insignificant to yoy,
calculation because our people, the children of the soil, have been deprived of
their rights for the last half of a century. How could you expect to find a big
following in my Union ? But one thing you must not forget, and that is, that
the whole nation, the whole Assamese people, are behind me in these things, g
unless you mend your ways in the Assam Railway, the Assamese people will ng
tolerate all these vagaries of your officials”. Sir, some 300 or more wagons thay
are in the station are in accommodation of the so called Railway unemployed
surplus—this is all a sham. This is only a trick because the majority of railvwg
officials came from Bengal, they are keeping all these people to accommodate
them in some future posts by ousting the children of the soil. Sir, there is ng
justification in keeping all these carriages and wagons to serve as habitation of a))
these people. Temporary huts may be raised.

. Then again, there are more than 500 wagons that are lying idle for want of
minor reconditioning. If these are reconditioned then it ‘might give half the
number which might be serviceable to the Railway authorities. But even thjg
they are not doing. They are not doing anything although at the time that we
attended the Railway Advisory Committee we WeEre given promises that the
matter was being examined. My hon. Friend, the Mover of this Resolution, hag
suggested a Committee of Enquiry but I say, let Government elect a deputation
with all the authority from the Government side also to g0 straight to Delhi and re.
present all these things before the Railway Board. That is the only course by which
we can draw the attention of the Centre to our gricvances. I have been a believer
in this that 8o long as we have no representative from our province in the Centra]
Cabinet, and also so long as we have not our own people in the Secretariat in
New Delhi, the matter will never be solved. However Ministers may come and
go, and however sweet words rhay be poured into their ears by those in authority
at the Centre, they will not be able to solve the problem. They will speak sweet :
things into the ears of our Ministers, but as soon as they fly back to their homes,
they forget many things, not placed before them. In this way, Sir, Delhi will be
ruling our destiny and unless we have somebody there, thereis no other way
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that these things will be solved. There will be no remedy to all our grievances
in this matter. ‘The sympathy of officers in every department is necessary to

solve problems like ours, but I can challenge if any officer of the Assam Railway
in any Department is at all sympathetic towards the interests of our province.

Myr. J. S. HARDMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T am fully prepared to accept
the suggestion made by the Hon’ble Premier to have the draft of the Resolution
amended so as to read “that in view of the deteriorating transport situation in-
the Province, this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do
recommend to the Government of India the setting up of a Special Committee of
Investigation, for co-ordination”—I think ““committee of co-ordination” would be
nearer to my point ; I am prepared to leave this to Government to decide. I am
not anxious about what has happened in the past, but what I want is that some
progressive steps should be made for the improvement of the transport situation.
I would suggest that it should be termed ‘“Co-ordination Committee’.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if I
have to speak about the transport position in the Province as a whole and to what
extent the Railways have been helpful or unhelpful to the people of this province,
I will do so in my own way. I will not of course speak in .terms of what my
hon. Friend, Srijut Phookan, has just spoken. We have to carry on with the
Government of India in a manner by which we can get the best sympathy from
them for the redress of our grievances. I feel that whatever our difficulties are,
whatever our complaints may be, we must approach them in a spirit by which

we can evoke their sympathy and not by irritating them. Only in that way can
we get the remedy to our grievances.

Now, we all know the magnitude of our transport difficulties. As a matter
of fact if we assess the discontent in the province we will find that transport diffi-
culty more than anything else is responsible for it. I cannot always say that in
all respects the Government of India are not unsympathetic towards meeting our
demands. In making our demands we do our best to put the maximum stress on

them and whatever they have been pleased to give us in the matter of supply of
textile goods, and things of that kind, we

d th are- greatful to them. But what is
actually happening is that not even 40 per cent. of the things that are allotted to
us by India had not come to our province. To day we are in the greatest diffi-
culty because we are unable. to bring t}{e requisite quantity . of cloth which has
been allotted to us by India and which has actually come over to Calcutta.
Whatever little facility we are getting in matters of transport, T must say, ison
account of the Steamer Companies. But so far :

3 : as the Railways are concerned,
transport through that agency is nothing less than g failure and I would

add, though unfortunately true, because of inefﬁciency. So far as the
transport of our goods wsia Pakistan . railway - ig Concerned it is unfor-
tunately true that the Pakistan railway authorities give any excuse for the
delay. ~ But it is not so in the case of transport by O, T, Railway to Assam though
this also passes through a portion of Pakistan territory, I do not like to make
any critical observation in this behalf, but I am absolutcly certain that there 18
possibility and room for improving the situation. When the Kashmir fighting
was going on and when a situation developed in Hyderabad, there was a fear
that we might not get our supply or at least the transport of our goods might be
hampered for a time ; we had to make special reépresentation to the RgailwaY
Ministry to give us three months quota of essential commodities and transport
facilities for the same, The matter of transport was taken up with the railway
authority, that is, the Hon’ble Member for Railways. The authority were fully
sympathetic and did allot I think about 30 wagons a day for transport of our
goods. This arrangement continued for a while and then relapsed into the
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original position of apathy when the dangers subsided and we have to experience
the same difficulties again. But within cur own Lorders we expected that there
should be at least better transport of things from one part of Assam to another.
But even there our difficulties have indeed been very great. We are indeed not
quite unaware of the difficulties of the Indian Dominion Railway. They say
that if they send wagons through the Pakistan Dominion the Pakistan authority
give one reason or another to show their inability to return them and do not
actually return them. Therefore they cannot in the ordinary course of things give
as much number of passenger coaches and goods wagons as 1s necessary to make
travel convenient and transport of goods easy. The second reason that our rail-
ways, put forward, is that a large number of railway employees, having no accom-
modation to live in, has to be accommodated in these railway wagons and carriages.
Though we hear of con struction of quarters for those employees, and large expen-
diture incurred on them, we are told they are not sufficient for all people employ-
I cannot give the exact figure of the vehicles engaged, but it jg
houses are being built, the number of vehicles that are
s daily increasing. The last ﬁgure that we were
given by the railway authoritics of the carriages thus occuplgd was only 252
Whithin 6 months, this number has increased by another hundred so that 350
vehicles are now said to be the numbers of vehicles occupied.  In spite of our best
appreciation of the Railways’ difliculties, we cannot agrce .that all those wagons
are really necessary and that they should be used for housing the employces only,
But the railway auchoritics instead of releasing the vehicles continue to appro.
priate them in'larger numbers, causing such grave difficulties to the transport
in the Province This matter must bave, I think, been d:scussqd in the Tran-
sport Committee itself to show that carriages so used are not Cﬂtll"il’y’. useless and
that repairs in some cases might make them useful and in a position to ryp
them. But the Railway say that they have no workshop where they can havye
all these repairs. The position in the sum total becomes such _instead of increas.
ing the number of useful wagons they are gradually decreasing in arithmetica]
progression, if not in geometrical. I am sure the hon. Mover of the Resol.utlon took
up the matter in the same spirit as he is doing to-day as a result of which he hag
been able to give adequate information about the wagon situation in the Assam
Railways. So far as Government is concerned, as soon as we received the informa..
tion, we informed the Government of India as to what practical step should pe
taker: immediately for removing these difficulties. Sir, our approach to the proper
authority has been on this line, and not in the way my hon. Friend, Srijut
Phookan, has suggested. We said that apart from the workshop at Dibrugarh the
Railway could immediately organise a temporary and even a mobile workshop
if the Local Railway Authority so wished. But their point of view was that
they require a big workshop which they had already Px_-oposed, and for whijch
the Governrpent ef Assam has given them fullest facilities. I' may mention in
this connection that a big area consisting of about 1,300 acres 18 being acquired
so that everything can be done expeditiously. But it 18 quite likely that it wiy
take about 3 to 4 years to make a full-fledged factory for use for the purpoge
mentioned above.  The question is, could we wait till then ? Therefore, Sir, e
suggested that they must organise a certain kind of temporary and mobile wer)_
shop where all these repairs could be done.

2d in the railway.
arprising that while more ;
n occupation by the employees 1

The last suggestion made by the hon. Mover of the Resolution is to set up 5
Committee of Investigation. As I have already said, Sir, there are difficulties
in this respect. But I can definitely write to the Government of India that thjs
is the suggestion made by the House and that in this Committee some Members
from the Government of Assam should be included ; and that it should be set up
as early as possible. The Commiitec may investigate Into the causes of
grievances with a view to remove them at the ~earliest possible _moment. I pro-
pose to do this, Sir, with the concurrence of this House and in view of that I do
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not think that it is necessary for the hon. Me
Resolution. I have accepted the first part of
part of the operation I propose to follow and
stated already. I hope, Sir, after hearing wh
will withdraw his Resolution.

mber, Mr. Hardman, to press his
his Resolution in toto. The second
act upon, in the manner I have
at I have said hon. Mr. Hardman

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have h
advocate in our Hon’ble Prime Minister who has stated
than I could have done. T welcome the assurance which he -has given, that he
will press the Government of India with a view to establishment of a Committee,
which will examine impartially the disabilities from which this Province is suffer
ing. In the circumstances, Sir, I have no desire to press my Resolution and I
beg leave of the House to withdraw the Resolution.

ad an extremely able
the case far better

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

—————

Resolution regarding protection of the South Banlk

of the Brahmaputra
in Dhubri Subdivision from erosion and yearl

y bavoc of flood

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM :

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move :

“I'his Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam
sary steps to protect the South Bank of the Brahmaputr
from erosion and yearly havoc of flood”.

do take neces-
a in Dhubri Subdivision

Sir, it has been discussed on several occasions on the floor of this House that
the people of the areas mentioned her

: ¢ are suffering for the last few years, and
I have already mentioned that Government is finding it difficult to disburse some
sumis of money every ye

0 ar for relief measure.  Still for the amelioration of the
condition of these unfortunate people and to save them from this havoc of flood

and crosion every year Government should find out some means to protect those
arcas. There is one place called Baruni which connects the mouth of Jinjiram.
with Brahmaputra near South Salmara. If that can be closed, then we can save;
the whole of Mankachar and half the area of South Salmara, Jf at this Stage
the current of the Brahmaputra cannot be diverted to th

. cright side by embank.
ments, it may be possible for Government to move the railway authorities to re-
move the railway line which they constructed on the nght side of the Brahmaputra
during the war.” I am also of the opinion that the railway line ig also causin

menace to these areag. That is one of the reasons why erosion has taken place ir%
the South bank. With these words I request the Hon’ble Pyuplic Works Deplztrtment

Minilster to accept my Resolution and to ultimately remove the difficulties of the
pcop c.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resol ution moved :

“This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assa
mdot 1 .
sary Steps to protect the South Bank of the Brahmaputra in Dhubr?léeualdil\jiescig;
from erosion and yearly havoe of flood.**

The Hon’ble Rey, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY . Sir,

as already received the attention of the

the Exccutive Engineer has examined the Propo

the proposal contained
Government. Already
sal and his report is very
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disappointing, T should say. In his opinion it will cost many lakhs of rupees to
materialise this scheme. He further says that he would require two or three years
to observe the current and flood level of the mighty Brahmaputra
it will cost lot of money.

to fight which
We have already spent some money to investigate- the
matter. At the same time we

have already asked the Department to examine
this further by taking data of the floods. When all this has been done we shall
try to _ﬁnd out what is possible to be done, whether there is the possibility of
spending many lakhs of rupees in order to make bunds to protcct these areas which
are flooded almost every year. From what I find now it is almost impossible to
protect those areas-from the floods of a mighty river the Brahmaputra. Of course
we are making investigation. In view of this I would request the hon. Mover
to withdraw his Resolution.

I

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL EKASHEM : In view of what has been
stated by the Hon’ble Minister I want to say only a few words. If the long term
project of protecting that area from the Brahmaputra flood and erosion cannot
be taken up immediately, Government can at least take a smaller project just to

close the mouth of Jingiram where it connects with the Brahmaputra so as to save
a greater part of South Salmara.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J- M- NICHOLS-ROY :
tion is concerned, in certain areas the mat
is that any local protection work do hose areas will be washed away by the
floods of the mighty Brahmaputra. Even then we have not given up the matter

altogether. We have asked the Department to make observation as to whether
such local protection will be possible without waste of money-

So far as the local protec-

ter is being examined. But the report
ne in t

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: In view of the assurance
given by the Hon’ble Minister that the project will be examined, I beg leave of
the House to withdraw my Resolution.

The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Adjournment

94,9Thf: Assexn‘bly was then adjourned till 10 A.M., on Thursday, the 24th March
1 4

SHILLONG :

R. N. BARUA,
The Znd Fune, 1949,

Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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