


Proceedings of the Fourth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the first General Election under
the Sovereign Democratic Republican Constitution of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10
aM., on Thursday, the 3rd September. 1953.
PRESENT
Shri Kuladhar Chaliba, B. .., Speaker, in the Chair, the ten
Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, two Parliamentary Secretaries,
and eighty-one Members.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
| (To which Answers were laid on the table)

~ Allocation of shares to the District Council from taxes on
Vehicles plying in Khasi and Jaintia Hills district
Shri KISTOBIN RYMBAI asked:
2. Will Government be pleased to state what action has been
taken in regard to the allocation of shares to the District Council

from taxes on \:ehiclc,s l{l}-ing on roads within the District of the
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister)- replied :
9 .—The matter is still under examination.
: Dighboi Oil Company

Shri LILA KANTA BORAH asked:

3. (a) Will Government be pleased to state what control is
being exercised by Government over the Digboi Oil
Company ? _ =

() Is there any agreement with the Company regarding
employment of Indians and if so, what it is and is
Government statisfied that the same has been imple-
mented ?

(¢c) Are C'}O\{ern{nent aware that in high grade post, racial
discrimination is made by the Company over-riding
the claims of Indians even with same or higher qualifi-
cations ? g

(d) Isit a fact that Indians in high grade posts are paid
mt;ﬁhﬁlower emoluments than foreigners of the same
rank &

(¢) Do Government propose to take necessary steps so that
the interest of the children of the soil are protected in-
all grades of appointment in the company and no
racial discrimination is made in respect of emoluments
in the same rank ? s

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied:
3. (a)—Government exercise such control as is provided in
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5 AR & les, 1941, unc issued. ani
g ~€85101S (Assam) Rl,l oyt ; ere  1ssue

th? Mming S(;?e(izs by the Assam Oil (‘Ul]ll)all-}\\r;:i{(:]l a few prospes
‘mlnglg fi?;?“-n Concession Rules, 1949 lmd(‘}qqucd. Copics of the
R agilr?az'(p]oring licenses have since been is:

n S e &

1legxlcs are placed on the Library table.

s contained a clause ¥
A G el o e T
flect that the Local General ;\xl:tnagql‘ kL biccts or subjects &
thcte ofcthc stafl’ employed shall be British m‘fupldia Governme:
iflrclli'an States, In view of the present ’*laf’}lst‘gn of the said claw
have already taken up the question of altcfiiicns, Government
to provide for ¢mployment of Indian cl . can be effected o
advised that such alteration in existing leaacﬁoﬂ Company and
by supplemental agreement with the AS“*E'“ any.
matter is under correspondence with the ‘Omp. £ o e
Government have also proposed the mclu.le‘”t Uwitll their pr
hibiting the e¢mployment of non-Indians ?X%‘*Rroleum Concessis
approval in the leases to be issued under the Pe
Rules, 1949

. . and as sw
)—Government have no lnformﬂtlon
OVernment cannot affirm or deny it. ion is alrcady oo
(6)—As Stated in (3) above the first Sugge-‘j‘[}l?g econ] Suggestie
_ active consideration of Government.
will be consid

- to the notice «
ered if any specific cases are brought to
Overnment.

Shri LILA KANTA BORAH. Regarding question fhéc)(ﬁ::
(d), is 1t a fact that Some representation was m
SIhment by the D

> Digboi Workes
PR ighoi Congress Committee and the Digboi
nion ;

A (Minister) : Yes, Sir. Srzls’gﬁ o
made to the Government but as thf:seutr t.}; difficulty

! oL contajp Specific matters, Government was p

ascertain facyg,

Shri LILA KANT
to make an irr_lmediate

Shri MOTIR AN BORA (Minister) : Sir, the difficuly
that it is not possible t0 make an immediate inquiry,

i iC 3
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Regarding Question No.j(
What is the reaction ?

Mr, SPEAKER : What is your reply ?

ABORAH: Will Government be pleas
€nquiry into the matter ?
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Correspondence is
going on between the Government of India, Government of Assam,
and the Company in regard to this matter.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: When that
correspondence has been made ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : It was after a year and
half, Sir.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Is it a fact
that a new leasc has been granted to the Clompany at Naharkatiya ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Itis only a prospect-
ing license.

Further discussion on the motion relating to consider Food
situation in Assam

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, on Tuesday last when I was dealing with -some
noints of decontrol and cordoning raised by my Friend, Mr. Das, the
House was adjourned. He said, ““When there was no scarcity
of food in the Stiate. why there should be any control and
cordoned and notified areas in our State; if in the cordoned
and notified areas, .the existing restrictions were removed and
control system abolished, in that case, so far as the district of
Cachar was concerned, the food problem would have been solved.’’
[ am sorry, I cannot see cye to eye with my Friend. Why ?
[ am just going to narrate it. Sir, on several occasions, it
was represented to the Government that the existing Check Gate
at Badarpur should be shifted towards west, say, by about 2
miles or 2% miles near -S‘rlgaurz Bazar. The idea was that if
that Check Gate was shified, the people of Badarpur proper and
other nearby villagers would be able to meet their requirements
of rice and paddy from Hailaka_ndi Subdivision. We, at that
time, tried to explain to our Friends who camé on a depu-
taion with  representation that the situation would not
improve rather Hailakandi people would be put into difficulty
for giving a temporary relief to the people of Karimganj ; ac-
tording to our information Hailakandi also was not surplus and
it they would have allowed to move rice and paddy for the
people of Karimganj SublelSlOFl.[':I'Oll’l that part of the district
then the scarcity in that Subdivision would have been further
increased. ‘Though we would have been very much  pleased
and happy to accommodate our Friends, ( some of them were
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also Members of this Assembly )| yet we could not ((l;lod
for the sake of Hailakandi pcople. ~ Ultimately whal; tllla
find ? It was proved beyond any shadow of doubt that
Hailakandi Subdivision, from where my Friends u-':anted to

rice and paddy, was not a surplus zone and if the Go
ment would have acceded to their request, l]'le accusat
would have come from the people of Hailakandi Subdivis
There is no justification fcr shifting the gatc, in the event
shifting the Check Gate from its present location to a di

of 2 miles or so, the people of Hailakandi would have suff
@ great deal and ‘that’ would have been unfair to  them

Sir, the fact that Cachar is at present a deficit district
well-known o 4] the  hon. Members of this House ; ev
day-beforc—yesterday. I said that 1,15,000 tons of rice had

sent from this part of the State to the District of Cachar ¥
course of last 3 ¢ 4

_ months over and above what was
before that during the current Kharif year. This shows
’d}C district 15 a deficit one, and rice was sent not onlY.to
Silchar Subdivision but also (o the Hailakandi and Karimgas
-S?gldl‘“s‘o?s- My Friends wanted to shift those chelck iga
Ao e W o, Jjustice to the le of a particular
. people ol P .
lity, but Governmeng thought that the solution of the probl
M G sHifting OF the  gate. but by opening up
o rain g i : it as which was t
only effectiv ain shops in the deficit are

¢ solutio - ‘riend , Shri Hare
swar GOSWami, 1 of the problem. My F

said that the im rovement in the food positior
was not the action of P X : £ God
A of human- s the action o
e is' quite right. uman-beings, it wa

NObOdy has said fl‘Ol‘l‘l. .l'hiS side of t
Oove}‘r;]ment has improved the position ?nd G}(]}_d ha¢

LT ¢ o i il anything »
found not up th But at the same time, Fri);ds glht
blame is t € expectation of my Opposition riends,
ime do nlzu on  the Government. My Friends, at that
¥ rcit ito by that ¢ g the action of God, when there was
S(':? i}t/’ 1s wés G’Ovcmmeﬁt’s action and when there is no scar
CIgtion ' Whec;ds action. Bravo my Friend—what a }Ilalr l(}:cm-
e ; ity HAC b 3 : ood has beer
done by the "action” find  that "something g

: n of ' m it is not so. |
am sorry for my Frieng Government, to the

o Se=ifCGodl i 16 Ba dragged in, let thew
i/f\:?c aﬂ praise God, llzlgdancl let them praise or curse God

depe n Him for guidance, H¢

has given us CoOmmonsenge alrjldndlheo opportunity c%F serving the
cople of our State We believe in God have faith in Him

I do n.ol‘. know 'gvhegh_er some one of Shri Goswam_l"s assor
ciates sitting by his gide has any doubt about the existence o
God, but I can say boldly" that among those with whom I aw
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sitting as a party member, there is none who has got any doubt
about the existence and action of God.

Now, Sir, four arcas have been mentioned which are said
to be deficit areas, viz., Kampur, Garubat, Jamunamukh and
Jorabari. ‘lhese are the areas which were mentioned as deficit
areas by several hon. Members both from the Opposition side
as well as from this side of the House. All these places are
within the district of Nowgong and they mostly fall within the
constituency which my Iriend, Shri B. K. Bora, represents. He
has explained the position quite clearly and my Friend went
so far as to say that this scarcity was limited to the in-
digenous people of this State. The immigrants who knew the
technique of producing Buro paddy were not experiencing the
difficulty due to failure of Sali crop ; it is the indigenous people
who are the real sufferers because they could not grow Buro
paddy. :

Sir, another point was raised that this scarcity was due
to our action because there was no free movement of paddy
or rice in those arcas. I do not know what appropriate ad-
jective I shall wuse before such statement. To put it mildly
I dare say it is anything but true. There is no restriction in
the movement of paddy or rice within the District of Now-
gong. Within the district any man can take to any place up
to 10 maunds paddy in a bullock cart, any one can carry as
much as he can either on his head or on " his back. So there
is no such restriction as stated by my Opposition Friends and this
has already been published in the Gazette and I have also
made statement on the floor of this House to that effect.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: Is it applicable in all the
districts ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): It is ap-
plicable to all the districts. There is some restriction in some
Zones where some portion of one district has been tagged to
another district for administrative facility regarding ‘procurement
" but they are mostly on district basis.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN:  Have the surplus areas
been excluded from the relaxation on which the hon. Minister is
speaking now P : _

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister):
no question of surplus or deficit area. I am now speaking
about the Nowgong District In that district any one can take
paddy on load (Bhar! and upto ten maunds in carts from any
part of the district to the other.

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli: Is

notified area in the district of Nowgong ?

There is

there no

\
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): No, Sir.
There is no notified area. These facts have all been publishes
in the Gazette. My Friend, Shri Umaruddin, does not care &
read all these and on the floor of this Housc he is putting all
such qUCStIOHS as if he is is trying to bring out some concealed ins
formatlon'ﬁ.‘o-m thf: Government, but, Sir, far from that rather.
he is exhibiting his ignorance. My Friends want clarification im
every point. Alas! I wish I would have been a School Master
in my pastlife to have the experience to teach my Friends hie
Shri Umaruddin (loud laughter) ! Now, Sir, to say that there
is restriction on the free movement of paddy in the district &f
Nowgong is not a fact, it is anything but truc.

Tt was also alleged that procurement is going on in sear
city areas. Just to blame the Government and to draw up a
black picture one€ can say like that, but, Sir, as a matter of
fact there is no compulsion whatsoever on the producers. We
are not making any JFulum to any onc SO that he is compell-
ed to part with his paddy. Whatever is offered by a produc
er voluntary is purchased. If we do not procure in any area,
then we are ac.cused that Government are not procuring, and
the price is going down, the cultivators are suffering, so on and
soforth. . Sir, we are not given time even for properly ln_Specging
the quality of paddy. Our Friends are not willing to give time
for getting the paddy reasonably dry. If it is a scarcity area,
how peop]e are offering for sale their paddy apd .GOVCl'nmentam
buying the same and whereas others of the locality in need are not
buying the same. Absurd. So, Sir, to say that Government IS respon:
sible for this scarcity because they are procuring 1n the scarcity area
is anything but true like other wild allegations. Our Fricn(}S in the
Opposition should not blamc the Government for that. Whenever
we hear of any scarcity in any area Wwe€ at once rush .food to
that area. Vet cE oD CLIITLE cheap grain shops 1n deficit areas

giving rice to the people there according tO rationed
Sca]cSOme of my Frier_:ds from Nowgong suggested tI:lat unless
the problc_m of f!00d in the district was solved, this sort of
scarcity will continu€ in some part or other of the district,
Mr. SPEAKER : Problem of flood is not within your pro-

2006

vince. ;
suei BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE ( Minister) : Y,
I agree that it 1is not  relevant in this connection, but, Sir,
when these things were raised and you allowed them to talk
aboutiitsy T think, it would be proper if I am also allowed to
explain the Government position in this respect.
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About the river Kapili, I can say this much that the
Kapili Valley Project cannot be taken up unless we collect the
necessary data after proper survey. Even today the Survey
party i1s working. Government is quite alive to that situation
and action is being taken. In case of Cachar also a similar point
was raised that unless the river Barak was controlled, the an-
nual flood will be there and people will continue to suffer.
Sir, these are not new things. They were brought to the notice
of the Government by many hon. Members, but after
the survey of the Kapili River is over, the Suivey of the Barak
will also be taken up.

My Friend, Shri Jogakanta Barua, said that unless there were
bunds on both sides of the Dehing River, the problem cannot be
solved. I have noted that point also. 1 can tell my hon.
Friends that not only these three but many other suggestions have
been received by Government from different quarters regarding
bunds and Irrigation canals and all these are under consideration
of Government. Some of them are under implementation and
some of them have even been completed. These are, of course,
all very relevant facts and Government are alive to them.

Now, Sir, Mr. (}oswami from Palashbari mentioned that
people were co-operating and enquired whether Government did
not realise this and taking advantage of the same situation. I
did not quite follow my Friend why he put that question to us
that whether we were aware of the public co-operation. If
people are not co-operating with us how we are here and
running the Government? People are co-operating not only to-day,
but they are co-operating for a - very long time. = Because the
people are behind us we are here. The Congress is a popular
organisation and people are solidly behind it.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: On a point of clarification,
Sir. As a matter of fact this statement was made by my
Friend, Shri Mahendra Nath Hazarika, from the other side. He
said that people were not co-operating, I only replied that
people were co-operating as shown in' the matter of procurement.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): I also
remember what Shri Mahendra Nath Hazarika said. Shri Hazari-

ka said this in a different connection. Shri Goswami cannot
say that he did not originate it. j

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Goswami said that he did not say
so and you have to accept that.
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): I &
accepted that, Sir. Yes, Sir, Mr. Goswami did not say i
_people were not co-operationg. Sir, I am glad to know the
Mr. Goswami is aware of the fact that people are co-operating Wik
us in all matters. (Shri Ranendra Mohan Das : —This is redundan
Come to the next point). Now, Sir, my Friend, the “* Nex t Point®
I mean Shri Das from Karimganj, raised the question of whes
- and wheat products. He accused the Government for suppie
sing and delaying the publication of certain - notification &
the Government of India. He said that Government received
the notification in time yet they did not give any publicit
to the same for several months. Sir, there are two things whi
I would like to explain in this connection. One is that wha
ijs published by the Central Government cannot be supprese
by this Government, if it is really publication. I hope my
learned Friend will understand the implication of this. The next

point is: what is the actual state of affairs ? My Friend ai
was removed.

that when control on wheat and wheat products
we acted in a different way. This is not a fact. The contred
as not removed.

on wheat and wheat products as a whole w
The control was removed only on flour, Suji, pollard and
residuary Atta, but not on the whole meal Atta the real Aws
which used to be supplied by the Government through thc
ration shops. Thus, restriction was not lifted on the very "‘fﬂ
thing with which we are concerned. Now, Sir, when the notifi
cation was received by us we noticed that soO far as the State
of Dehli was concerned, the Government of India’s policy Was
that the restrictions would remain in that State as before, & e,
before the control on ‘these few items of wheat products were
removed. For other States, the control on whbole meal At
should remain as before and on other products which _I haye
hentioned now should be’ removed. Sir, 1 did not_like the
idea because I thought that it would be very difficult for us to
maintain the paucity of the stuff which will be contracted by Govern-

We pointed out to the Government of India the dangen

ment. /
inherent in the decontrol of “fines’> and residual Atta, pollard
etc., from imported wheat. It was felt that it would be pract

soall impossible to distinguish between ollard and Atta which
:ﬁas ynOW free qnd the wb%le meal Atta (P)vcr which full restric-
tjons Wwere cont}nued by the Government of India. Pollard will be
much lower priced than whole meal Atta and as it would be freely
available, it would affect sales of the higher priced Government
whole meal Atta. Hon. Members know that when whole wheat is
crushed a certainl portion remains, after taking out flour and Suji,

? called residuary Atta, which is of a little thicker stuff. No,

which is ca : :
if there is no control on that stuff and control is exercised only
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over wholemeal Atta, there isrisk of some shop-keepers mi}ﬁn%
this residuary Atta with the genuine stuff and Government wil

have no means to control this. The result will be that the
Government will be blamed for supplying bad quality Atta. I,
therefore, brought this fact to the notice of the Government of
India and suggested two alternative, uiz., either to treat us as
they have treated.thc State of Delhi or lift the contrel alto-
gether. We explained our difficulties to the Central Government.
In the meantime, when we were under correspondence with the
Central Government, we wrote to all Deputy Commissioners and
Subdivisional Officers whether they can recommend parties who
would be willing to take whole wheat and have it milled locally
and whether our people would be agreeable to take Atta milled
in our State, by the small mills. We sought this information
because we received complaints on many occasions that people
did not like the locally-milled Atta. When I went to Dhubri,
some of my Iriends represented to me that people produce
wheat there but if they could not bring it to the rationed
area, duc to the restriction, how could they sell their produce ?
Of course, at t}lat time I explained to them that it was beyond
my power to lift the restriction as this was a commodity which
was controlled by the  Central Government, but, nevertheless, I
said that I would bring this to the notice of the Central
Government. I wanted that there should not be any restriction,
but in case there was any restriction it should be " imposed in
such a way that the people cannot blame this Government for
supplying something worse than that for which they are paying.
Then, Sir, the fear of mixture with the residuary Atta was also
justified from another part of view. It might so happen that
peoplc might not care for quality if they got residuary Atta cheaper
and might not 11f_t the whole meal Atta which Government
would bring on their account. That was another difficulty. Now,
Sir, as a matter of fact we did not insist on the lifting of 25 per cent.
of the Atta from our ration shops which, according to rule, we
should have done. I mentioned to some of my Friends when they
made respresentation to this effect that when rice was selling
at rates varying from Rs.19 to Rs. 21 at some places, the people
were purchasing Atta at the rate of Rs. 27-8-0 here, of course in the
plains it was a little less. Now I also thought that if people could
meet their demands by taking 75 per cent. of the rationed quarter
and meet their demands, I should not insist on the lifting of 25 per
cent, Atta. This State requested the Government of India that control
over fines and the by-products, as well as wholemeal Atta should
remain as before. This the Government of India did not accept.
" In the alternative this Government had suggested that responsibility
for supplying wholemeal Atta should also no longer rest on this
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Government and that this commodity be also freed. This too was
not fully accepted to the Government of India. In the meantim
as heavy loss on wholemeal Atta stocks held on Government accoust
was apprehended, this Government stopped importing Atta till th
ition was clarified by the Government of India who wereals
asked to make good the losses which would result to this Goverss
ment on account of freely available pollard and residual Atta =
the market and under-selling the Government Atta, When the
Sgcrctary (?f the Central Government came here, I had a talk with
him. I tried to explain to him my point. Then he said that he
had no hand in the matter because it was the decision of the Unios
Food Minister, Mr. Kidwai. Still I discussed the matter furthes
with him to convince him our difficulty and I _hoped _that I could
explain the position to him justifying my stand. From theres
that I am going to state just now I think I ‘was correct in guesing
so. I told him that when I was supplying rice to our peopleat&
lower rate than Atta by about Rs.7 per maund and at the same tim&
when I was also giving something as a loan to the Central Govern=
ment to be given to other deficit States at a much lower rate thas
Atta, why should our people use Atta at a higher rate ? What was
the justification specially when our people do not like Atta as a staple
food ? Unless we got Atta at a lower rate, it became very difficulf
for us to help other States because 1 would like to give the balance 23
per cent. of the rationed food in rice to my people so that they could
have cent. per cent. rice at a lower rate than Atta according to the
price fixed by the Government. He then realised the position and
told me that he would look into the matter when he would g0 back
to Delhi. .
Now, Sir, after two months the Central Government agreed to
lift control on wheat and wheat products so far as this State is
concerned but certain conditions were imposed. Those conditions
_are for the benefit of the consumers and not against them. They
are like this, Sir. 'That Government will purchase wheat from the
Central Government and they will get it milled on Government
account. But so far as rice ‘concession or free ration and other
Government commitments such as industrial commitments are
concerned, these will come as before on Government account
because we know the quantity that will be required thereof by this
State. So there is no risk of losing anything on this score. As
said, we know our requirements. The Tea industry will take so
much, the Railways will take s much and for free rations we know
 the number of ration shops and how much will be required by them.
, For all these the commodity will come as before on Government
accoglxrlt- with regard ¢ : |
(] (ANOW5 W 0 the civil population. In the meantime
replies from the Deputy Oommissionelz)'s pand Subdivisional Officers
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came regarding procurement of wheat. Only in two or three places
the Deputy Commissiorers and Subdivisional Officers could get
parties who were willing to procure wheat on their own account
and to get it milled here and to supply the same at the rate fixed
by us. But in other places, that is in about 80 per cent. of the places,
people do not agree to this proposal because they were afraid and
Govrenment realised that their fear was genuine because we have
not got good mills in our State. The existing agents of Government,
Messrs Shaw Wallace, were therefore told that there would be two
kinds of supply—one would be on Government account for definite
and known demands for Government requirements, Industries, etc.,
on which usual administrative charge would be levied and for the
financing of which the Government would be responsible. Secondly
the agents would have to supply wholemeal Atta for the free market
in Assam at their own risk and on their own financial responsibility.
‘For this purpose, the Government would only make wheat available
for them for Central sources. It was specially emphasised that the
existing channels of distribution would have to be maintained by
Messrs Shaw Wallace. In fact this is the Pposition. Maximum price
for the free market Atta will be fixed by us. This arrangement has
been recognised by the Government of India as the best and most
suitable for Assam in the circumstances. So from all this you will see,
Sir, that whatever we have done, we have done for the sole benefit
of the consumers. Now, Sir, my Friend, Mr, Das, as it is usual
with him, is biting the hand which feeds him ? :

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Does not this Govern-
ment defied the advice given by the Central Government?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): Sir, I was
in correspondence with the Central Government though I decided
that unless I got my point which was based on valid grounds I was
not going to submit. Of course that was with a great risk, but it was
dene for the benefit of the people of the State though my Friend, Shri
Das, is not an Atta eater. His Friend, who is sitting just by his side
on the right passed a remark during the 1952-53 Budget session
when I said that there would be no scarcity of food in our State
because we were stocking enough wheat to meet any emergency-
Though wheat was not our usual food yet it was not inferior to rice
in substance. Prompt came the retort on this from my Friend, the
Communist Member, that ¢ the Supply Minister wanted to make us
all study Punjabis!” g

Shri RANENDRA MIOHAN DAS: That was a comgliment.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): It all
depends on one’s understanding as to what is a compliment and
what is not. However, mow, Sir, as I have already stated, we
did not insist on the lifting of 25 per cent, of the wheat product
when we found that the commodity was not in certain cases' upto
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the desired standard. But, Sir, when the clamour came ‘&8
Government was not in a position to supply the 25 per centias
which the consumers were entitled to get we gave the entire gt
in rice at that time of course on condition that when wheatpr
would be available, this concession ol supplying full quota
would be withdrawn. As a matter of fact, fresh Atta has 2
arrived in some piaces and there we have withdrawn that
sion. In the case of those consumers who live on wheat
only there is no restriction in this State iegarding percentages &

such consumers are allowed to have full quota of Atta. FO_I‘ M,
who take both rice and Atta there is this restriction only and in thes
cases 75 per cent. rice and 25 per cent. Atta are supplied. R
. Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: On a pomt®
information, Sir, is rice supplied in full quantity in any town?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Yes, S
as for example, in Shillong, when we could not supply _25 .Pﬁf‘cﬂ
of ration in Atta, we supplied the entire rationed quantity 10 Tice

: h%aulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : What about othe
places: o
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): In simi
cases we shall do the same in other ration areas also.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Has there beﬂl"

demand from any quarter for the restoration of full quota of rice?
. . Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): For &
information of the House I would like to say in this connection th&
there are certain places where people do not lift even the enti
quantity of rice allotted to them as there are free markets neartl
where from they get their requirement and there is no scarcity, &
any genuine demand. But in cases where our people have guess
according to our Indian customs, the demand for full quo®
of rice is always there and besides that the Supply Departmest
3{180 try to meet the extra requirement of rice (or Atta ) o
a_PPhCathn according to the number of guests” so that the p
are not put to inconvenience in this respect. All this will show U
;here 1s actually no real scarcity in our State, and this positio
-WZS alsclig been admitted by the Opposition Members in a - roundabe
: Y. ButI want to break that covered admission and venty
to say that we are not short of food as we have prOVed it by‘ facts a
figures.

Now, Sir, I shal come to the other point raised by my Fries
_Shr; Ranendra Mohan Das, regarding g)me difﬁcultigs experien
?’Y the merchants of Karimganj. The alleged difficuties are maol
Imagmary than real. Of course there are special reasons for i
Shall I, Sir, divulge the reasons why my Friend, has raised this point

Mrzr. SPEAKER : Not necessarye
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) : Very well;
Sir. My Friend was one of the persons who once gave me the gratis
advice that if I could spare some rice why should I not take it to
his area which is deficit ? It is a good advice though childish.
However, he is to be thanked for that (Shri Ranendra Mohan Das:
I do not want any credit.) I am greatful to him that he thought in
the same way as we did and were acting accordingly. (A voice: Great
men think alike.) I am sorry for my Friend, Sir, because he is still
thinking in his usual vein and wrong way as he is taking me to be
a great man of his standard. I regret I cannot accept the company.
I do not like to be great like him to-day here to-morrow there
for self elevation and convenience ! Sir, my Friend, Mr. Das, was
crying for the merchants OF_‘I\ﬂl'lll]g:Ll]J because of the delay in pu-
blishing a circular of the Government of India which nothing more
than to issue a carbon copy of the circular already issued in New
Delhi. He said that the merchants of Karimganj were suffering for
not knowing the fact that control was lifted on other products of
wheat except regular. good Atta. ~\s the circular was not published
promptly, Karimgan) merchants suffered and so he wanted to accuse
the Government. He has taken a vow to accuse the Government
and so he is doing it regularly.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: It was B. O. P. and other
commodities, Sir.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister):
know what he means t_>y ”1?». Ou .? ‘B. O.P
what it has got to do in this connection ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: The Supply Minister
should know what is B.O.P. (laughter) (and disturbances).

‘Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister need not pay any

to them. :

heed 0 . 'BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) :

this wild laughter and thoughtless joy in the Opposition b
If I do not pay any heed to them that may be
that I am not showing proper respect to our Friends in
the Opposition benches.  So if it means any disrespect  for
not paying any heed to them as suggested by you, Sir then
T am not to be ]ola_med for that. Shri Das also blamed the éupply
Department fqr its 1.nefﬁc1ency.. He said that inspite of the Minister
ot Suppl,Y having wide ‘experience of the bureacratic regime and
having a Secretary who is a alts71.c.s. officer, why there was inefliciency
in the Department ? He actually meant something else than what
he could express. He meant that when I was there in-charge of the
Department with a Secretary who is an I. C. S. officer thepe
ought to have been much more stores in his subdivision than what is
there now. But he was disappointed. That was most Probably  his
intention. He did not say anything where he found the alleged

! I do not
- 18 a grade of tea, but

But why
l benches ?
interpreted
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ineffieiency. He was disappointed because the merchants of his gre®
could not use their sharp weapon ecarlier againts the consume
Therefore probably he blamed the Supply Department. (8%
Ranendra Mohan Das: It took 2 months to send a carbon ¢
It is efficiency.) Alas 1 Sir, it seems that I am crying in wilderness$
far Shri-Das is concerned. Sir, is it inefficiency to open Ciss
grain shops wherever necessary promptly ? It is not inefficiency s
the Supply Department as a matter of fact. It shows the efficies®
of the Department. I have already explained what was the mags
tude of deficit that we had to make up at a particular time.......es
Mr. SPEAKER : What is the number of cheap grain she
that have been opened there?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE ( Minister ): I Ik
already. mentioned, Sir, that it was something like 264 in numbe
(After a pause) ; ‘
About 2,60,000 people were served. Even to-day if a®
of my Friends suggest that cheap grain shops are necessary &
any area action will be taken immediately. But unless we knc
how can we do it? If my hon. Friend comes forward as :
specifically states the names of the places where cheap grain shog
are necessary, if he brings that to the notice of the authority
mspite of that the Government take no notice ofit, then, S_lr oL
ready to take the blame, Sir, there should be a limit even i
making wild assertions and accusations . but when that limit is pas.sed.
it becomes very difficult to take action on such motivated a_l]cgau'ons‘
Constructive suggestions should always be given due consideration
there is no harm in accepting good suggestions from whicheve
quarter it may emanate. This has been said several times before
and I again repeat it here, but false charées cannot be tolerated by
any decenrt man. :
Three of my Friends, Shri Goswami, Shri Bhattacharjee and
S}lri Das, have said that there was acute scarcity of rice in two O.fdat
villages, i.e., Maw hlang and Mawngap, in the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills District. I do not know if any of n,ly Friends had been to these
Places during the -current year. I doubted it and rightly too. 1
pause for a reply. No reply ? The cat is out of the bag, Sir. However.
as far as I am concerned, I had been to these places with previous
Intimation to the people in thé month of June with the Director o
Supply and the Inspector of Supply of the areas. I met the people
and their leaders, They represented to me that the quantity of riee
that had been given to them was about to be exhausted and that
they should be supplied with some more rice in time. On heari
1S I at once asked the officers who were with me to take timely
action, though this would haye been done in the usual course. Some
People requested to increase the quota which also I gave effect to on |
my return to Shillong. Only yesterday, Sir, I again contacted all
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the officers concerned including the Director of Supply and the
€Puty Commissioner and enquired of them whether they had been
feceving any report of scarcity in these areas. I was told by them
that none of ‘them has received any such report. In all the border
areéas they are now supplying rice at the subsidised rate of 1 seer 5
chhataks per week per head. The question of making further
Increase of this subsidised quantity is also under consideration of the
Vernment, but as this involves some expenditure on the part of
the Government, I am sorry, Sir, I cannot definitely say anything
about it at the moment. As regards the supply of the rest 25 per
cent. we are prepared to supply the same provided they are prepared
to pay the transport charges. I am ready to supply more, but not
at a subsidised rate.

Now, Shri Goswami said that hill people in the border areas
were leaving our territory, our State, and were going to Pakistan in
search of food. I do not know how many times after the creation
of Pakistan, my Hon. and Learned Friend, the Leader of the
Opposition, had been to Pakistan and to its borders.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I did not say so, Sir, it was
Mr. Bhattacharyya who said that.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): I am
sorry. Now I put the same question to Shri Bhattacharyya
though he is not the Leader of the Opposition Party, but he is the
leader of his own party—u=as Maafd of the Communist Party. Is
this his information that milk and honey are flowing like the
Bramaputra water in Pakistan as to tempt our border people to run
to that country for food? The food position prevailing in Pakistan
is too well known to our people and they cannot be so foolish as to
run to that country for food. Shri Das has pointed a very rosy
picture of Jakirganj. I know , Sir, we have got many here in our
State who will seek opportunities to go to that country., I dare
say Sir, that such people are not our “friends®®, rather they are our
enemies.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when one
of the Hon’ble Ministers has made a Statement t hat there are
many enemies in our country, it is necessar that t e
nam}éd and they should be expelled from the Stzte. Peyshouicen

Mr. SPEAKER : It is not necessary.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : Sir,
Government is quite alert to the situation and they are keeping a
close watch over the suspected persons’ activities, Government will
certainly take pecessary  steps in proper time. But I maintain, Sir,
the people who leave this conntry, their own country, is not our
friends but our enemies, they are not really our people. I do not
know why my Friend, Shri Goswami, should be so much excited to
hear this. ‘
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Sir, there was another statement made by one of my FFEZ
think it was Shri Goswami who said that for the last 3 yeals £
were starving. I cannot understand how the pcoplc‘ could
for the last three vears, Sir (laughter). Exaggeration also
have a limit, Sir, but sometimes the exaggeration made
Friends in the Oppositior benches know no limit. Any ways Secs
to:show full respect to my Friends of the Opposition 1 B
meet the points whether real or imaginary.

=

DY

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, you have done full justice to the p¢

‘Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): I aﬂ
proud to hear this from you, Sir.

i

did

The questions of hill arecas regarding their sclf-suﬂicicil:-

the system of Jhumming were also raised. Sir, we arc trying caie
the hills areas self-sufficient. We all know that unless W€ B
course to Jhum cultivation, itis very difficult to make the
areas self-sufficient. So when some of my Friends o 2
method of Jhum cultivation, it is rather difficult to make the
arcas self-sufficient, depending on the cultivation in the flat PO
of the hill areas only. I do not say it is impossible, becaus¢ y
costly mechanised methods of cultivation which may take years,
undulated portions of the hills may be made fit for growing
So far as the Jhumming is concerned, many of my Friends are B2
the impression that after Jhumming, the land becomes useless AiEE
year or two. This is applicable to some cases only, but there
some areas where this is not applicable. I am just making thc
~clear. Where a ficld is covered by grass within a year that ¢
not eroded. The soil is washed off where the land remains unce
ed for two or three or four years after cultivation. Fortunately
-cause of sufficient rainfall in some parts of our State, our Jhumn
lands have become covered with grass and once itis cover
- grass, the wastage 1s stopped. This is not my opinion, Sir, I'am
quoting the opinion of the experts. In case the land remains €
~and there 18 1o vegetation grown over it in those cases the dange
there and the land becomes practically useless.

Now another point I want to mention here, Sir, whichis
that we should be cautious in supplying rice to certain areas
it is reported that the rice so supplied is sometimes used for s
purposes other than for “making ‘bkat’, i.c., some pcople utilise
rice so su-p_plled in brew.mg. So we are to guard against this mis
‘and sometimes some delay may take placc in assessing the actual ¢
~mands of the people and making the rice available to them, in vi
of what I have said before, "1 i

L4
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Sir, the deficit condition of the border people living in the
bord‘er districts, especially the K. & J. Hills, Garo Hills and some
ROrtons of the Lushai Hills was described by some of my Friends—
Shri Alley and others, Sir, it will not be out of place to repeat here
that the Government is not only supplying rice at 1 sr 5 chhataks at
the subsidised rate, but are w '

: willing to supply the balance of the ra-
toned quota at the reasonable controlled price.

Sir, during the later part of the month of July I was at Delhi
and had the occasion of meecting our Prime Minister and it was
Just before the day our Prime Minister left for Karachi for the Prime
Ministers’ Counference. I discussed ¢nly two things. One of which
I need not mention as it is not relevant with the subject we are
dealing with but the other which I took up first along with the big
problems of refugee rehabilitation, refugee properties, passport,
visas, Kashmir affairs, was about the suffering people of our State,
particularly, the people living in the border areas, who once were
very prosperous, but due to the restriction of free movement of
their produce, such as, pineapples, oranges, chillies, ginger, be-
tel-nut, betelleaf, etc., they are now on the verge of ruin and,
as a matter of fact, they are leaving on subsidised rice and in
some cases it was difficult to buy even this rice.  They weére pro-
vided with work, some who joined the work were better off ? but
others who did not join were suffering. If such restricted movement
of the produces was removed. in that case these border people
would be better off 1 am not making this statement for the first
time today as 1 had the occasion to say the same thing in a public
meeting in the Garo Hills that we have got full sympathy _for
the border people and that this sympathy was not lip-sympathy,
“but in this regard we have got to move within our limitations, so
it may take time. The Prime Minister made a note of the com-
modities and the places I mentioned to him. This shows, we

are not unaware of these difficulties and we are not callous, but
we are doing what is possible.

Then, Sir, it wassaid by my Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya,
that the food problem was not over and the problem is still there.

We on our part did not make such a statement at any time that the
food problem is over.

Mr. SPEAKER : You do not mind certain inaccuracies.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): I admit
when he said that some restrictions on movement of foodstufls and
procurcment arc there.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: And the
Minister is there. (Laughter),
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-~

_ Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): What:
nice joke my comic Communist Friend has made !  He said in ads
tion to what I said that the Minister is there, and there 1
laughter though it will be placed within brackets. There wass
statement that there was no food problem If we could have solw
the food an_d cloth problems of our country then there would
been practically no problems as these are the two main proble
of the day. Of course, we have said, the position has im
The diﬂicult_y 1S, as it was explained earlier, that there was no sea
city of food in our State but some people have not adequate pas
chasing power. In some quarters it is due to certain abnormal local
conditions. Government has been trying to meet such situations &
far as possible and practicable.

Just to enforce his arguments, it was mentioned by Shri Bhatss
charjee that due to scarcity of food many persons dicd. OF course
we will make necessary enquiries when he gives us the list of persos
who died of starvation with their addresses.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Bhaitacharyya, you have probably hang
ed over the letter in question ?

" Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Yes, Sir

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): But so far
as I remember, Sir, after the Budget Session of 1952 there was
anpther Session in September.

Mr. SPEAKER Yes, there was.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Between
two Budget Sessions of 1952 and 1953, there was another Session
but he did not find time or care to bring to the notice of the Houaic
the question of starvation deaths in those SCSS'IOII'S and to prove it
now he had to 80 back to refer the alleged incidents which took
place more than a year ago. It is about two years. During the

resent discussion of food si tuation, he ought to have cited ex:amplcs
(I;.)f_‘ deaths of recent occurrence if there be any. We are talking of
the present day food situation and not what happened in the past
two or thre€ years ago.  When the hon. Member found that
he could not justify his remarks with any example of death.for
2 ation in the current year, he had to go back to some previous
Star;; This shows his weakness. Thus it is evident that he failed
z;a;:;o;nt out a single instance of death due “to starvation during this

ycar.

the
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA :
scores.

I can cite

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : It might
exist in his imagination, if my Friend has even one instance to cite,
why he is not doing so ? 1 can definitely say that the food position
of the State has improved and so far the quantity required for our
State we are on the verge of self-sufficiency if not already self suffi-
cient.

Now, my Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya made a comparative state-
ment by quoting two sets of figures, i.e, one set of figures taken from
a petition alleged to have been submitted to the Government by the
mill-owners and the other set of figures from the Government
Gazette notification. I do pot know what was his purpose. Perhaps
he did so to take advantage in both ways, when he will find that

it would be convenient for his purpose to quote the mill-owners’
figures, he will do so, and in other cases, he will quote Govern-

ment Gazctte-not_iﬁcd figures. Any how to accuse the Covernrasit
is his avowed policy.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: This is per-
taining to two diflerent subjccts.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]

why these misleading references. I really fail to understand how
the mill-owners figures regarding production are the autho-
rity to my Friend ? Of course, I have not got a copy of that peti-
tion as yet. Evenif I get it, how can I accept their figures of total
production, what are their sources ? T hey can give no figures only

of that quantity they are dealing in. Theréfore, Sir, 1 say that to
blame the Government in this unfair way is anything but desirable
to say the least.

EE (Minister) : If so, then

It was also said by Shri Bhattacharyya that one of the reasons
for scarcity was eviction. More land should be opened as also loans
for cattle and 1mplement_s should be given by Government to the
needy people. 'These points were already touched by some of my
Friends to some extent, and as such, I need not dilate on them. But
from the speech of my colleague, Shri Bora, . we coull gather that
there was some other causes, for this scarcity and not those what
my Friend Shri Bhattacharyya had stated. Sy to accuse the Go-
vernment in season and out of season in this \Qray saying “Govern-
ment should open more land’’ and “Government ‘should give more
help and more loan’”, in a general and vague way, does not help
very much. In reply to these I can te]] this much,’ that loan and

-
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adequate help are being given in time lands are being settled gradu:
These must be done in a systematic way. So there is no justificas
of my Friend’s statement in saying that no land has been opened#
course of last 4 or 5 years during the present Congress regime, _
Friend may ask for more, that is a different thing. But to imp#
the motive and to blame the Government that because of this  slad
ness scarcity is prevailing in the State is a wrong statement of fad
I can say this much that there is no dearth of food rather no scare
of food and no scarcity is prevailing in this State. We have ¢
still in our possession more than 30,000 tons of Sali rice.

Shri RANENDRA MOHON DAS: But people are Starving

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER}EE (Minister) : Sir_ g
ungenerous remarks will not do. I have explained the food pe
tion in details, but inspite of that if my Iriend fails to undersgg
I am sorry for bim. 'T'here is a Bengali saying— Which 1s thiss

“ et aficam atFeE
e FAt A WAL

Sir, I presume that he is pretending to sleep. If 2 man pregey
to sleep, it is difficult to awake him up, but one who is really asleep
he may be made awake ecasily by a little push or a slap.  In g
case either my Friend is pretending to sleep or has not got the cape
city to understand the position.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Mookerjee, he is referring to the inde
figures at page 174. Have you got the uncorrected copy of g
statement ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): No, §jt
I have not got it.

Mr. SPEAKER : You can get it from the Library .z
Bhattacharyya has quoted some index figures.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) : My poiy
is that Shri Bhattacharyya is comparing some figures taken fyp
different sources.

Shri RANENDRA MOHON DAS: You may Ssee

: thos
at your leisure hours,.
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) : Thanks
for the advice gratis: This remark is quite uncalled for and
unnecessary.,

Sir. my Friend, Shri Bora, had stated by citing some exam-
ples that Shri Bhattacharyya did injustice to the members of
that unfortunate family where the alleged starvation death took
place. Not only that he di! injustice to the Members of this
House but as well as to himsclf, because in future , people would pay
very little attention to his statements as they are based on
wild imaginations and concocted.

Sir, Shri Umaruddir had made some charges about the harass-
ment caused to the people by iImposing cordon system etc.
He said that harassment was going on in every case if some-
body wanted to carry even a little quantity of rice which is
permitted by the existing rules on one’s shoulder, he was not
spared. This is another type of vague allegations. It is very
easy to make allegations like this, but difficult to substantiate
them. If there are definite charges, certainly the necessary steps
will be taken to stop harassment, but to 00 on r'cpeatingr the
same Vague charges over and over again are of no use to anybody.

Maulayi Md. UMARUDDIN : On 2 point of information Sir.
The complaint of harassment was made by no less a person than
the Dhubri Congress Committee . President.

Mr. SPEAKER: ~What is your point of information ?
This is not a point of information.

~

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): I am
nearing comp]ctlon‘, Sir. As I was saying, that, unless some definite
charge is made against a particular officer mentioning the particular
area nothing can be done. 1 can assure my Friends that if particular
cases are brought to the notice of Government, steps will certainly be
taken to stop unnecessary harassment. The people who are harassed,
deserve sympathy not only of my Friend, Shri Umaruddin, but from
all of us as they are our people. ” If due to any action of any officer
they are harassed, it is the duty of the Government to look into the
matter. But unless definite charges are made, we cannot roam about
here and there to find out whether there is any allegation anywhere.
If my friend, Shri Umaruddin, has got any particular case in
view, he may even now bring it to my notice so that I can arrange
to start an enquiry in to the matter. Sir, if my Friends do not care
to pay any attention to our request, I cannot help them in any way,
I am sorry for it, but the fact is this,
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Now, Sir, Shri Umaruddin spoke something about the mie
disadvantage. Sir, I had no mind to discuss this matter, bufS
Government has been accused that due to delay in lifting the mie
stock . the latter have suflered I have to say something, 1 press
ny Friend had the millers of Goalpara district in mind (Mau®
Umaruddin. —All over Assam). 1 do not know how many mis
frpm all over Assam approached him. 1 shall be glad to hear I8
him how many millers came to him with their grievances. Howers
for the present I shall confine myself to the Goalpara millers. 3
at the beginning of the season certain millers purchased
which they should not have purchased at that time because
paddy was not quite dry. T'he resultant rice was, rh;refnre, :
what below the standard quality. Naturally this kind of
{ml]ers were very eager to get rid of this variety of rice quickly. &
it is known that there are two kinds of rice, viZ-, ushna and alaps
we must find out market for both these kinds of rice. There
demand for ushna rice from the tea gardens, but there are VeIy
tea gardens in the Goalpara district. Therefore, wé Were wallng =
a market in such a place where the cost of transport would not
heavy. Now in their eagerness to make a big profit they brouss
paddy just after the harvest. It should be remembered that Go
ment cannot purchase anything and everything and keep Fh,em '-
their godowns, because wet paddy is likely to g0 out of condition
our godowns and we may find it difficult to sell the stuff. ‘Them
ers should not have purschased paddy im mediately after harvest
It shoutd also be remembered, Sir, that by bagging TiCC .Vthh
not properly cooled, the stufl'is likely to go out of condition.
also known that at the beginning people do not sell large quanti
they only sell in small quantities whenever they want some MONE
This results in mixture of rice of two different colours. Thequ
of the rice is the same, only the colour is different. B}lt-duetq .

difference of the colour some consumers reject this rice.
why we try to accommodate those millers first whose rice bas
kept in store for a longer period. I don’t know what else Gover
ment can do. We should not look to the interests of the millers alos
Of course, the millers are also our people, but Government have &
to look to the interests of the consumers also, who constitute !
majority. We cannot sacrifice the-interests of the majority for !
sake of ensuring the unreasonable extra profit of the minority,
mill-owners. At least I will be the last man to do SO. Every
should get fair deal from me. /

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: Isitnota fact that for ne
purchase of paddy by the millers due to the congestion of stock
the godowns, the price fell and the agriculturists were hit there
Was the Minister aware of that and what did he do to meet t
situation?

- e
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister) : It is
©Ommon knowledge that the price of every commeodity fluctuates
I0m time to time. There is no recason to presume that I think
dlﬁ’erently——all that is necessary is always being done though it may
0t suit my Friend, clients.

Mr. SPEAKER : It sccms vou are X-rayed, Mry, Mookerjee !
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) :
ut with a coloured glass and a definitc motive.

Yes, Sir,

A Voice: Mr. Umaruddin has removed his glasses,

| Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) :
already got jaundice and, thercfore, he sces
lemoval of glass at this stage is immaterial. Otherwise, he could not
fay that millers could purchase more, but they could not do so due
'0 delay in lifting of the stock by Government, as a result of that
Prices of rice fell and that the agriculturists were hit thereby. Sir, first
he supports the millers and said that their stock should be’ removed
very quickly, and then to strengthen h_ls foothold to speak in favour
of the millers he brought in the cultivators, [ was going to deal
With that point, Sir. ()nl_y if he had’ some patience (A wpjce— We
hayve been holding our patience for two hours now). You should
be fair. You all spoke for about three hours and a half and I
have spoken for three hours.only.- '
Any way, Sir, when this position arose most of the cultivators
had already disposed of the greater part of their stock. From .the
brocurement figures I can say that the quantity which was available
then was not a large one but at the same it Cannot be denied that
there was some stock with the people as we were procuring some-
thing every month though the procurement figure is gradually
lwindling down and procurement will come down. now specially
When there is a drought condition I some parts of the* State, the
beople are rather reluctant to sell their stock and are watching the va-
aries of the weather in ¢ se they get adequate raing they will be able
lo plough their lands well and there will be a Prospect of a good harvest
lthen they will be hopeful for the future certainly they will sell some-
hing more from their stock. Procurement depends on many factors and
i cannot be said that cultivators suffered because the Government
lid not purchase rice from millers in time. T want to make it clear
b my Friends in the Opposition Spec_:lally to my Friend, Shri Umar-
ddin, that Government does not exist to look to the interest of any
articular group or class of people, it exists for g] whether cultiva- -

tors, millers or consumers. ~ All sections of the people should get fajy
¢al from the Government,

He has
evervthing yellow. The
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Now Sir, my Friend raised another point. 'l‘hilt.“"asr‘
administrative charge. He suggested that some retailers were:
getting their due share. But when we take this question of retai
it must be borne in mind as to what percentage of the CONSURICE
concerned with these retailers. My Friend ought to know that's
those consumers who are served i'mm Government stot‘k. S
ration shops, or those who purchasc ricc from cheap-grain Sis
are concerned with these retailers. The rest have got nothing @
with them and consequently with this administrative Cchas
It is only in the rationed area and in the case of cheap grain sis
that this question of administrative charge arosc. My Friend ass
«“what about the tea girdens and other industries to whom Yol
also supplying ?>° My reply to that is this, that this GUESHORESE
not arise in their case also because the consumers there get i
supplies from the tea gardens at a subsidised rate.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN :  That is not my point. Ty
Government justification in this regard. '

Shri * BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (VI
question of justification of administrative charge 13 strictly sp
irrelevant when we are discussing the food position 11 the State, He
ever, my point is this that those persons who purchase from the of
market which is not within rationed areas have got nothing  to
with this administrative charge, but only a small percentage ol
entire population has got concern with this and for this thered
sufficient justifiable reasons which are well-known to my hon. Frie
'l his is necessary in order to meet wastage, shortage, shrlnkage: |
terioration . etc. -.To meet all . these deficiencies Governnt
should keep something in hand so that the gcheral public do ¥
suffer for a section of people who are served by the ration or

grain shops. i

My Friend also wants to know, if L remember aright, whel
the 70 thousand tons of rice which Government want to procure !
to mect the demand of the ertire State? 1 am sorry for,t]ﬁ&
reminds me of a story, “Tlsslg atutnd »ig &7 TN e FACEN 2
We have discussed this point several times thal procurement was ¢
for.the purpose of meeting the Governnient’s commitments so fat
rationed areas, certain industries such as Tea Industry, Rail¥
Oil Company and some deficit areas where cheap grain shopt|
come necessary. Can a Government meect the demand of the e
population of the State by procuring 70 thousand tons or even 11
. 70 thousand tons ?

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : What is the entire popula

(Minister) 2
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : My -
Friend is expected to know and he also should know what is the
daily consumption per head according to rationed scale. Heis also
supposed to know what is the production of the State, because I
have mentioned that figure several times. 70 thousand tons was fixed
as target for the current year and it was based on the experience of
our last two years. In 1951 about 69 thousand tons of rice could be pro-
cured. During the last Kharif year about 65 thousand tons could be
procured. So we thought that it would be better to keep a target
at 70 thousand tons. If we can procure more nobody can stand in
our way. When we fix our target for procurement, we must not forget

"a very important aspect of the question, namely, that if we
fix our target at a higher figure than we can really procure we lose
our demand to that extent of excess assessent from the Centre to
meet our deficit. So if we are to place our demand before the
Central Government we should prove by figures our requirements
and deficit which we would like to meet from the allotment made
by the Centre. Now, may I hope, Sir, that my Friend has understood
that procurement is made mainly to meet the demands of the deficit
areas by opening cheap-grain shops and commitment of some
industries and rationed areas and also Government commitments to
its employees for free ration and rice concessions ?

Now, Sir, the point is clear that the procurement is not to meet
the demand of the entire population of the State, When we found
that procurement was nnproviug we continued our Procurement even
after we reached the target. We are also morally bound to serve
the deficit areas ; if we hear that some areas are in need of help due
to scarcity of food it is our moral duty to help those particular
areas. With rice, procurement is meant for above noted reasons
mainly and for that we thought it wil] be better for usif we can
procure as much as we could. This will ensure good price to the

producers as well as assure the people that food will be rushed in the
deficit areas at the time of need,

As a matter of fact we want to procure at least 10 per cent. of
our production. Of course, I cannot say definitely the exact
quantity, but this much I am in a position to say, that our desire
will be fulfilled. Afte1_~ deducting the quantity for wastage;
shrinkage, etc., the available quantity for the consumption of the
people of the State will be to the extent of about 13} lakhs tons and
at least 10 per cent. of this we intend to procure and we are now
confident to do that. This relates to Sali. We have produced Aus
and some quantity of Ikra paddy. In certain areas Boro paddy has
also been harvested. If we get more Sali, we shall procure jit, = Sir,
the hon. Members of the Opposition benches may please be asked tO
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remember that the procurement is made not for the consumptioni;
the entire population of the State but for certain specified commi
ments as already explained so that I need not repeat again. i
meant to meet the requirement of Government demand and @&

demand of the major industries. Governmecl
demand for the ration shops and cheap grain shops. This quan
we have procured already and are keeping it in our stock. In ¥

conference held at Delhi in January last 1 pressed for
tons of rice for our State and it was agreed to by the Centre. T

quantity we would have got, but afterwards we found that we con
45 based on the procus

procure more than our target figure which we :
ment figure of the previous two years. Therefore we informed
Centre that as our position would be better this year, W€ would pd
require any help from them on this score. Rather 1t SO hap
leficit States of [Indd

that the Centre approached us to help other ¢ )
we are giving 10,000 o8

.and accordingly, as I have already said, )
to West Bengal and 20,000 maunds to Manipur as loan as desired b
the Central Government. It shows that the Government h_as procur
ed as much as it is possible, without any coercion. There is no quer
tion of any kind of compulsion. The quantity offered for procu’remw
was voluntary, pure and simple. The word ¢ complacence’® -y
used by the Opposition Members. I do not know why this yen
word is so much I'gwourcd by them. We are not complacent, rathd
we are quite vigilant on this matter. We should not s?nd out even
thing that is at our disposal, but we should keep some 111 Our Sstock

That we must do and 1 must say that whatever we keep in our seeck
arge number of godowns 4

we do it in good faith. We have got a 1 !
different arcas which can be relied-upon for stocking the paddy fu
a long time. These godowns will be kept full with paddy as fars
available in the localities concerned. In some localities We haw
hired godowns for this purpose and are keeping them full with paddy.
It shows that we arc quite alert to the situation and we€ shall keep
SOtne more StOCk fOI]:l futu}‘c requircment also.
Sir, another point raised by ....cccecxe0 s
11:14(:?” AKER :p Are you ﬁnizhing before lunch hour?
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : If you s
desire, Sir, L shall finish before lunch hour provided my Frlem_:is are
d and understand the position. May I have a few minye

fully satisfic nd _
more, Sir, to touch a remaining few points ?

: A suggestion was. made by @ friend ~ of naine
in the Opposition Oy esitiee , should ‘be formeq ¢
go into this matter. 1 do not understand ~ what sucha
committee will do in this respect. There arc already scvqral cony
mittees, so far as Supply .Department is concerned._ There 18 already‘
epte epient  Comuittes, fof, which my Friend, the Leade
of the Opposition; is a member and he is going tO Sit (o
morrow in that ~ committee. I think he has got notice of
it, I donot find any reason for forming any other cOMMitter,

5026
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Probably such a committee is meant to give us advice how

procurement and distribution should be made. So far as procure-

ment side is concerned, Sir, we have already got one committee

which meets regularly and which is again going to meet tomorrow,

if I remember aright, it will be at 10-30. a.m., there being no
Assembly sitting tomorrow in the morning. As regards distribution,

there cannot be any question of changing the present policy. (Dis-

turbances). It is our policy that even when a sparrow
whispers that there is scarcity in a certain locality the Government:
at once take necessary steps.  After making enquires the Govern-
ment open cheap grain shops there and make rice available to the
needy people. 1In spite of this I do not know what better arrange-
ment or suggestions may be achieved by forming another committee.

Regular and equitable distribution according to All India Scale is
our policy. If my Friends have any suggestion to make they are al-
ways welcome to do that.

Now, Sir, before concluding I want to say something in
connection with Shri Bhattacharyya’s attempted laugh.

When I began to speak yesterday, my Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya,
laughed several tinies and tried to interrupt. Then  he stopped
laughing. Probably he remembered one of my quotings—that ‘‘one
who laughs last, laughs best™. Therefore, Sir, in conclusion I am
laughing stating that the food situation of the State is in a very
sound  position.  (Disturbances and  laughter). I am.
not laughing alone, Sir, they are also laughing (laughter). Now the
real laugh is coming out, .

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1-30 p.m.
After Lunch

Mr. SPEAKER : I believe Mr, Mookerjee - has Al
finished, have you not Mr. Mookerjee ? |

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : Sir, I
want to speak a few words only in reply to the suggestion Shri
Mahendra Hazarika made about giving some help to the poor
widows who formerly used to maintain their livelihood by husking
paddy. I am taking a note of that suggestion and shall see how
these poor and unfortunate widows may be helped. . _

Lastly, Sir, as T have already stated that it has been admitted by
all of my Friends taking part in this debate. that we have got enoug_h
food to meet our present demand, but the question of economic:
depression, the low purchasing power of the people has really troubled
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all of us. 1 can solemly assure this House, specially to my Fri
sitting in the Opposition benches that it is the policy of y
Government and it is the bounden duty of every human being alse:
to see that no body dies out of starvation or suffers from starvation,
Whenever we receive that such a situation has arisen in any part of
the §ta.te we take all possible steps to remove such a situation, we try
to give them some opportunity to earn something and to meet
their most urgent demands by offering them some sort of employ~
ments whenever it ig posstble. Whenever, however, it is neg
possible to give them any employment, gratuitous relief is given
and will he given. We shall see that our people get enough to eas
so that they do not haye tq suffer from starvation. Whenever we
receive any information like this we shall do all that is possible for
Sgictilc;grfﬁgeve_ their diSt‘ress, and in saying this, I am sure, Iam
raot tﬁp;mon of this Government to which we are all a Pan{l.
s éﬁ'oret Se are limitations. But within the limitations we sha
People 44 remove::? s¢¢ that the difficulties of the really distresseq
; € shall help those who really deserve help,

Resolution o 3 . .
A “8arding postponment of realisation of
grlcultural L?an iSSued ipn the district of Goalpara
till the winter of 1953-54

Ibeg to mas the R MAYAN DEB  of Sidli: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
e Resolutlon Standing in my name.

C(In View_ ‘

Crops in g nu;}gethe fecent floods which have damaged the Ahy

overnment of }{ .Of ocalities, this Assembly is of opinion that

realisation of agrigazlltm O Ppostpone with immediate effect the

till the winter of 1953-1;,1;],&}’ loan issued in the district of Goalpara

Sir, thC ur ; :
The Resolutiog itsi(l)fsi Moving  this Resolution is very obvious,
modest one that 5 Me Peaks the reasons. Sir, my Resolution is very
want Government to E?cll €T may put before this House. I do not
a lot of money in its s o e Tites OF v OV project involving
simply to postpone realmpl?mentation, I want the _Govermpent
of 1953-54. Sation of agricultural loan till the winter

Mr. SPEAKER : What i .
s t be realised ?
Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB}ffag’fd“ﬁ'i t(%/ve have heard from
the Revenue Minister the other day that it is about 6 or 7 lakhs ang
this year Government have Paid ahout Rs. 15.000.
If you want to know the details about the present condition of
he people of Goalpara, we haye got to go back to year 1951. Due tq
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natural causes, in 1951 the people of Gealpara went through a very
bad famine condition. In about September 1951 we heard reports
of people actually dying and of living on boiled roots, fruits and
vegetables. Then the situation was somehow saved by introduction
of Milo which was imported from America. but many people
suffered from dysentery and other diseases due to eating Milo.
Then again in 1952 another famine, of course in a much milder
form was manifest in the district. Then again this year though
there was very good crops and pcople were dreaming of having
two square meals a day, suddenly rains started and the Ahu paddy
which was stored outside was completely drenched by rain and
became unfit for human consumption, and some seeds became so bad
thatthey became unfit for consumption by the cattle. The grains near
the earth germinated and grains at the top ratted. In this way, I
think about 20 per cent. of our food crops was wasted. Sir, all of us
know that Ahu  crops is only an interim food crop for our people.
We do not depend entirely on it. Sali is the principal crop for
our people and the people pay more attention to the production
of Sali. Generally all our dues are paid after the Sali is harvested
and after it is disposed of. So at this time when we have got no
Sali crop, it is difficult for cultivators to repay their land revenue
and other dues, and unfortunately notices were served just before
I left for Shillong to the people for re-payment of agricultural loans.
These agricultural loans were issued to people who had been very
hard hit economically, who cannot make their both ends meet with
their usual source of income and have got to go, therefore, to the
Government for agricultural loans. This year their distress and
consequently necessity for loans will be greater as their Ahu crops
did not produce satisfactory results. So these are the people who
will be very much hard pressed. In order to give relief to these
people, Sir, I have moved this Resolution. As the hon. Revenue
Minister said the other day thathe is always ready to give relief
in any shape to people who are in distress I think he will consider my
suggestion of postponing realisation of the loan till December and
January next. There is no financial implication whatsoever in the
matter. This is only a modest demand which will have a far
reaching effect because people will be relieved to some extent.
They are already indebted to village money-lenders and Bazar
Mahajans. So by postponing the realisation the Revenue Minister
willdo a great benefit to these people. With these few words
I commend my Resolution to the acceptance of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : Resolution moved: ¢In view of the recent
floods which have damaged the Ahu crops in a number of
localities, this Assembly is of opinion that Government of Assam do
postpone with immediate effect the reali§at10n of agricultural loan
ssued in the district of Goalpara till the winter of 1953-54.°,
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Mr. Speaker, &

want to speak a few words on this Resolution. The Mover of
Resolution really means that due to the damages done to Ahu

by heavy rainfall in some parts of the disrict of Goalpara, for

postponement of realisation of agricultural loan is mneces

I am just going to show the extent of the areas where8

postponment will be necessary and the reasons why it wil
necessary. This will not be widespread. ; :

Actuatly in the riverain arcas of the Goalpara district
well-known when Ahu crop is harvested. In these areas A
sown earlier and harvested earlicr in the season because  they
mostly low-lying areas. So therc was no appreciable damag
the crop in the riverain areas as the harvesting was finished bel
the heavy rains. But in the other areas, z.¢., In the high lagd
the Northern side of the Brahmaputra as also 1n some areas jpi
Southern side, Ahu is sown later and harvested later in the g
and owing to continuous rainfall in the month of July and ¢
part of August harvesting was greatly affected and thrashing
could not be done in time. As a result a good part of the
has been damaged. Sir, that is the main reason  for|
difficulties of the pcople of these areas. ;

Secondly, owing to continuous rainfall In the Months
February and March which are the vital months for the yye i
of jute in the Northern part of the district, the weeding  of i
could not be done and a large portion of the crop Was damag
at least 50 per cent., if not more. As Is well-known, Sir, jute!
money crop and that is a source from which people filenve ti
money income and from which they could have paid the g
cultural loans and get other requirements. S Oy ‘
part of Goalpara has also been similarly hard bit an i 1t will b¢
great relief to them if the realisation of the agricultura loan i
falls due now is postponed till after the winter when they will!
ready to pay the loan without any hardship. If they are |
pressed now they will have to sell their land, cattle and - o
articles. This is only a question of suspension of the realisa tjq
the agricultural loan, and this being a modest dc:maﬂd,'l hof
there will be no difficulty for Government to accept it. With g
words I support the Resolution moved by my Friend, Raja A
Narayan Deb of Sidli. :

Shri GHANAKANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I yjg
speak in support of the Resolution moved by Raja, Ajit Narayap
of Sidli. I would like to point out that in the Southern pag!
Dibrugarh.......ccococeeienen. ;

 Mr. SPEAKER : The Resolution has no connection i
Dibrugarh, Please confine your remarks to Goalpara only.
(The Member withdrew.)

L R T O W T L
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir, T
am really thankful to my Iriend, the Raja Sahib of Sidli for his
kindly bringing this Resolution and thereby giving an opportu-
nity to Government to explain the Government position and
the action taken Dby Government. 1 quite appreciate the
feelings of my Friend, the hon. Mover of the Resolution and I
sympathise with the feelings which prompted him to bring for-
ward this Resolution. I also appreciate the feelings of my Friend,
Mr. Umaruddin, for supporting the Resolution.
| Sir, I have attentively hecard the speeches delivered by my
Friend, the Mover of the Resolution as well as the supporter and
I will take up those points that have been raised in connection
with the matter now before this House. But before going into
that matter and also before explainning the Government position
and the action taken by the Government in this matter, I
“would like to point out at the outset certain difficulties that have
been confronted by me on account of the Resolution that has been
drafted and presented in the House in this form. I feel the Re-
solution that has been put forward by Raja Sahib is not happily
dl‘afted. It runs like this: “In view of the recent floods which
have damaged the Ahu crops in a number of localities, this
Assembly is of opinion that Government of Assam do postpone with
immediate effect the realisation of agricultural loan issued in the
district of Goalpara till the winter of 1053-54”.

The Resolution says that there has been
in a “number of localities’’ in the district
reason he wants suspension of the realisation of agricultural loan
in the entire district. It is not the case of my Friend, the Raja
Sahib, that there have been floods in the entire district and that
there has been damage of crop in the entire ‘district. Only
there has been damage of Ahu crop in g number of localities in
the district. That being the case, how can he ask this suspension
of the realisation of agricultural loan in areas not affected by
floods ? If the Resolution had been like this—in those areas that
have been affected by flood—that v

: at would have been quite clear.
If the hon. Mover had confined himself to those areas Erhere thene

was flood and consequent damage of orop, .there:’ wonldidhon
béen some meaning.  The Resolution as framed and as
oresented  before the House is not acceptable from  that
oint of view and also from another point of view the
Resolution is not acceptable and that is this— it js not unknown
o my Friends—the Raja Sahib and.others—hat there has been da-
nage due to floods in the entire State of Assam,. Several districts have
een affected by the floods, causing considerable damage to the
rops. But curiously enough, the Raja Sahib has confined. it
0. the district of Goalpara and left the other -affected parts of

damage of Ahu corps
of Goalpara and for that
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igztpggfnpge who are really in distress are not coerced for making
Problem ot{uf{ 1 think ilus circular is quite enough  to serve the
el o), aja Ajit I\;ll‘-;'l}';l]} Deb also.  With these observations,
i as ‘t_hc Resolution is unhappily worded and is likely to
3 difﬁcu]t'vmf(‘)l}s kinds of mterpretations and put the Government
taken ] Ies, 1f it is ElL‘(‘l.“[)[C(l';IS 1t 15, and as the Government have
Rt N possible steps 1n this direction, I think, my Friend, Raja
JIt Narayan Deb, will see his way to withdraw it.

Mr.. SPEAKER : Do you want to withdraw, Raja Sahib ?

Ra.lea AJIlT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli: Yes, Sir.

{ csolution was, by lcave of the House, withdrawn).

Mr. SPEAKER : My, Dengthuama. ) )

PuR. DENGTHUAMA : Mr. Speaker, Siras I find that Go-
vernment is making all possible attempts in this direction, I do not
like to move the *Resolution.

Mr. SPEAKER : You do not want to move, 1 believe.

. PuR. DENGTHUAMA: I do not want to move the Resolu-
tion at present, Sir.

Das I;’Ir_ SPEAKER : Will you please move your **Resolution, Mr.

Shri BAIKOUNTHA NATH DAS : No, Sir.

esolu.tion regarding introduction of free and compulsory

Primary Education among the tea garden and ex-tea

garden labourers

Shri SARJU PRASAD SINGH: M, Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move that this Assembly is of opinion that with a view to spread
education among the tea garden and ex-tea garden labourers, the
Government of Assam do take necessary steps immediately to intro-
duce free and compulsory primary education among them.

Sir, the only certain "antidote to demagogy is the sound edu-
cation of the masses. In fact education is the backbone of demo-
cracy. In this Resolution I want to deal only with regard = to the
education of a certain backward section of our population, I mean
the tea and ex-tea garden labourers numbering about 19 lak.hs-
You know, Sir, this particular backward section of the population
of our State was brought from different States of India to work as
labour force in the tea estates by the British Tea Planters, similar
to the Negroes who were taken to America to work as slaves in
cotton plantations during the 17th and 18th century. This weaker
section of our population was considered by the British industrialists
as indispensable to the tea industry and as such they had to be kept
illiterate, docile and subservient. Sir, with the coming of political

RESOLUTIONS 2033

*Pu R. DENGTHUAMA to moye :  This Assembly is of upinion that the Government - of
Assam do meve the Union Government for taking up the Silchar-Aijal Road, from Silchar to Aijal
as a national Iighway.

#%Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS to move : In view of the fact that the works of the
Public Works Department arc increasing at a remarkable extent, this Assembly is of opinion that the
post of Secretary “in the Public Works Depurtment be separated from the Chief Engineer and a new
post be created for the purpose,
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independence, there has been some talk of improving the @
cational and social condition of this section of our populations®
I‘-Othlng substantial, worth the namec, has,becen done by our 5S¢
Government uptil now. This weaker section of our populatios
not been granted proper educational facilities by our Governss
like our ‘Uribals, Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes of$
State. After the independence of the country except for opesss
namka-waste Primary Schools here and there amongst them nothss
has been done. -
Mr SPEAKER : Can vou state the number of school-ges
population of these people ? T
Shri SARJU PRASAD SINGH : I cannot give the accu
figure off-hand, Sir, because where there is school there is no S
dent_and where there is student there i$ no teacher. :
Mr. SPEAKER: You can give the number.

Shri SARJU PRASAD SINGH : They arc abouts lakhs.

Mr. SPEAKER : Say about 12 per cent.out of 19 lakhs.; :

Shri SARJU PRASAD SINGH: Now [ would request &
Government to give immediate attention to this backWat:d class ®
they are at all to catch up with the progress made in our State eve
by the Scheduled Castes and Tribes as they arc labouring under £
studied suppression of hundred years, which has entered into ¢
marrow of their bones.

With these words, I beg to commend my Motion for the acces
tance of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : Resolution moved is that this Assembly
of opinton that with a view (o spread education among the
garden ‘and ex-tea garden labourers, the Government of Assam €
take nccessary steps immediately to introduce free and compul
Primary _Educatlon among them.

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir I rise &
;su'pport the RCSOlut]‘.OH moved by ny Fricnd’ Shri Sarju Prasa®
Singh. The importance of the Resolution cannot be over-estimat
This labour population forms a substantial part of the populatio”
of the whole State. Sir, all these people living in the tea garden
garden labourers and outside as ex-tea garden labourers are back
ward socially, educationally and economically. It is happy to kno
that the State Government has been doing some work for the educs
tion O"': the Tribal people, both in the Hills and the Plains
something for the other backward people living scattered all over the
State. It 18 also a fact that tea garden schools have been opened
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for the childye, of the tea garden labourers and these schools are not
BB fiictioning. The tcachers who are put in these schools are
generally employccti to do other works than the school work. These
teachers usya]yy, do clerical work or work as Mohurers in the
amgardens. “The. are retained as teachers practically in name.
It is also a fact that tea carden labourers’ children are mot sent
to ,SChOOI by their guardians, so there should be some propaganda
to induce thege labourers to send their children to schools. Govern-
ment should ajso see that qualified and whole-time teachers “are

appointed in these schools. :

. 2'0 M the countryside, especially in Upper Assam, large sec-
tl?{)l Ofi)the Population belong to the tea garden and ex-tea garden
tribes,

ut there are not sufficient number of schools for the children
of these people,

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the percentage of tea garden and
ex-tea garden population in vour district ?

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: About 50 per cent., tha'-t is
half of the population.

When  these people have come to our State and have become
citizens of the State, we should sce that this weaker section are
given proper opportunity to prove themselves as true citizens an
to be able to bear responsibility of the State.

I would say that Government will not get suflicient co-opera-
tion from this section of population if they are kept illiterate and
uncducated. So, I would request the Government to give them
facilities to have education to the extent possible, keeping in
view of course the financial position of the State.

. I again whole-heartedly support the Motion moved by my
Friend, Shri Sarju Prasad Singh. ‘ ‘

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Mr. Speaker Sir, I rise to oppose
this Resolution. This cannot be adopted in this House firstly
because the Indian Labour Plantation Act, 1951 has made ihe
responsibility of education on the Industrialists. Section 14 of that
Act, empowers the State Government to make rules as to method and
standard of  education, in  all the tea gardens in Assam.
Secondly, this Resolution is sought (o impart education to the ex-tea
garden labourers. I do not knO}-V' how this can come within the
scope of the Resolution as there is no specified areas to be called ex-tea

arden labour area.” As a matter of fact, the ex-tea garden labourers
fall under the Labour Welfare Scheme of the State Government,
and I hope as per the Assam Government Five-Year Plan; 80
more centres will be opened all over the State. Most of th}fse ex-tea
gardén labourers are entitled to get education through .the educa-
tional facilities offered by Labour Welfare Schemes and the general
educational facilities. ;
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_Sir, although I opposc the Resolution as to its framing, I de
like to oppose it in principle that education should be imparted
the tea garden labourers. I do admit that most of the Memb
of this House will share my feelings that it s
bounden duty of all of us to see that this primary thing, educais
should be given to the tea garden population of Assam and T i
that, if Democracy is to function properly, this very root—educaties
should be imparted to the tea garden labourers. I would reqw
the State Government that this Plantation Act of 1951, althous
is passed, the State Government should impress upon the Gow
ment of India to enforce this Act throughout the State of Assam,

Sir, I would like to give some examples regarding the lack

education among the tea garden population at least at t_h_e time o
our last Election. 1T think, the Members of the Opposition
would not take it seriously. Sir, it is known to the Members hes
that when we fought the last Election, the Socialist Party had e
their symbol—Tree—and Congress Party had their symbol—
But for want of education, the tea garden population were

to. understand that the symbol of tree was actually the tea
Unless they vote for tree, how they could live ?  We had to
that our Bulls will eat the tree (laughter).

So, Sir, we had to face a great amount of handicap. Therefos
I think, for the proper functioning of Democracy we aie to im
education among the tea garden as well as ex-tea garden populaty
and the State Government will exert all their influence to im
upon the Government of India to enforce that Act so that the o
garden as well as ex-tea garden population alike may be impar
education under the supervision of at least some Inspectors. Ag
matter of fact, I being a member of the I. N. T. L. G havp been
agitating for a long period in this behalf, but I am sorry to infors

that our issue is not materialised even by appointing some supes
visors.

Sir, T beg to mention here that the progressive Industrialists g
admit that education is necessary for increasing the efficiency
the labourers, but unfortunately in India, we do not find any fayy
tpwar(‘:ls this up ti]] now. But for the matter of that should we I
silent in this case simply because that the Act is not in foree here !

We have been able £ th ost_ importiniie
on bilateral and T 0 solve many o € m P st

ment and the
Government put
the Industrialists t

ripartite agreement between the State Govern
L T.A., and I am confident that if the St
an amount of pressure that is necessary to bring
© Come to their reason to impart education to the
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labourers, I hope it will materialise. . But when moving  this Rcs‘olu—
tion the Mover has negligently mentioned one thing that the State
Government is doing nothing in_ this behalf. 1 cannot ;‘.ccopt‘thlos.
+So far as the State Government is concerned, they have done within
their scope and ability to the ex-tca garden lubourgrs and I do hope
that the Government would be more up and doing in educating
the ex-tea garden labourers. But, Sir, I cannot accept the Resolution
because of its framing as above and as such I oppose it,

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) : )\
am sorry I am _unable to accept the Resolution
moved by my Friend, Shri Sarju Prasad Singh. I

Ir. Speaker, Sir, I
which has been

am in full sym-
pathy with the object for which he has moved the Rcsolution, e

spread of education amongst Tea Garden Labourers and Ex-Tea
Garden Labourers. But I cannot accept that they have been neglect-
ed in the matter of education. It appears my Friend suffers from
plethora . of iguorance. The Resolution envisages introduction of
“compulsion” among the tca garden and ex-tea garden labourers.
Let me take the first point, viz., introduction of compulsory primary
education in the tea gardens. My Friend, Shri Biswadev Sarma,
has already pointed out that there is a Plantation Labour Act and
that responsibility in the matter of education has been entrusted
on the Industry. I have to state that we should not go away with
the idea that compulsion is the only remedy for removal of illiteracy.
We have to form social opinion. We have to carry on propaganda
. and make the people conscious about the need of education. Inspite

of the fact that compulsion has not been introduced in the tea
garden areas, the State Government itself is running, 48 <<A” @3se
schools within the tea garden areas and there jare: SENSB ARG a5
schools. Besides that there are 500 “G’’ Class schools in the
tea gardens at present.

My Friend, Shri Gogo.i, haS_S‘:lggested that we must carry on
propaganda to educate social opinion so that the labourers become
quite conscious to the necessity to send their children to the school.
I agree with him. The schools are there, but the attendance is very
low. In June last, I met some of the representative members of
I. T. A, at Titabar and a meeting also held at

1 the - Titabar Basic
Education Gentre in this connection. This question of improving

education was discussed there. The Tea Industry has been spending
nearly Rs. 5 lakhs for carrying on the < (C” Qlass schools in the tea
gardens. I impressed upon them how they could improve these gar-
den schools so that the amount may be uscfully spent. The Hoyge
may be aware that the Governmqnt of India has given mgch stress
for converting all stereotyped primary schools to the basic schools,
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But that wasa very rainy day and I could not carry out the
second part of the programme, i.e., visit to Basic Schools in 1
neighbourhood. Nevertheless, they were impressed with the schiog ﬁ
so much thatf immediately after the end of the discussion theyas o
to send their teachers for training to the Basic Training Centies
Then z.lftzcr a week they did send five teachers from the Titabar ans
for training in the Titabar Basic Training Centre—one teacherd o
the Nazira circle, two from Mariani circle and two from ‘Golagh
circle. We could not accept more than five as we did not hat
enough accommodation for a larger number
Centre. 3
=

Then, Sir, the Plantation Labour Act has already entrusted the
responsibility of primary education on the Industry itself, ane
therefore, no useful purpose will be served if we introduce compuls
sion just now and take up the responsibility ourselves. The Centts
Government would have enforced this ‘:\ct‘by now had thete bﬂ
no slump 1n the tea trade last year. The Act was passed in 1958
and in the usual course would have been enforced in 1952, but it was
not enforced due to the slump which set in last year. My Friend.
Shri Biswadev Sarma suggested that the State Government shoni
take steps to seec that enforcement is made by the Central (__}ovuﬁ
ment. I agree with him. We shall certainly take steps to 1mpress
upon the Government of India and as a matter of fact we haw
been doing so, not mercly for education but for many other mattes
we want the enforcement of the Plantation Labour Act.
Then, Sir, the second part of the Resolution deals with intres
duction of compulsion in the ex-tea garden ATEAS.eesoares-saniisstint
x>

M. SPEAKER : Are there any ex-tea garden arcas ? :

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister): Thereareno cx-tea
garden areas as such. In his Resolution hc has me. tioned ex-tea gas
den labourers and I mean areas inhabited by ex-tea garden labouress:
Sir, the Clompulsory Primary Education Act was passed in 1948 and
when it was Cf{forCCd in 1949 the Government of the day took
enough care to introduce compulsion in the backward areas and you
know there arc a large number of ex-tea garden people settled 1w
those arcas- I.do not propose to give the whole list of the areas
where compulsion has been introduced, but I want to mention some
of the Mouzas where there are large numbers of ex-tea garden Jabour
ers and where compulsion has been introduced. For example, in the
Tezpur subdivision, compulsion was introduced in Muralhal Mouza
from wheré my Friend, Shri Kamala Prasad Agarwala, was returned
and there 1s @ large number of ex-tea garden labourers. Compuk
sion was also introduced in the Dhekiajuli Mouza, where a lange
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number of ex-tea garden labour has settled. Then, Sir: Tangla
area, which was the first arca in the Mangaldai subdivision to come
under compulsion, has got a large number of them. In the district
of the Mover, »iz., Sibsagar, Barpathar area was taken up ; also in
Simuluguri where you can find a large number of ex-tea garden
labour. Then I may also mention about Sepon and Moran Mouzas
in the Lakbimpur district. There arc some of the areas where
compulsion was introduced antd ex-tea garden labourers must have
been benefited by these.  But, Sir. 1 again want to stress on the fact
that we should not go away with the idea that compulsion is
the only remedy for removal of illiteracy.  Other factors should also
be taken into consideration, e. g., social consciousness. The people
must be made to feel the need of mlucat,iuu——primm‘y education at
least. I quite agree with the Mover of the Resolution and other speak-
ers who say that for success of democracy we must have education, at
least primary education. Sn [ visited one tribal area some months
ago and happened to stay in a primary school. The school house
was my camp. In the enrolment register T found 150 boys, but the
daily average attendance was only 30. T st remind you, Sir,
that was a compulsory area. When | enquired about the reason for
this low attendance, some of the people, who had come to meet me,
told me, ‘‘We send our boys to be enrolled in order to avoid the
penal measures, but we do not send them to the school. We send only
once a week. If there are three brothers, we fend them in
rotation.””  In another iribal :rea penal measures were taken. The
teaching staff brought to the notice of the authorities that many
guardians wcre not sending  their wards to the school. The
Court thereupon penalised some guardians who were fined Rs. 50.
But these guardians had a fecling that they had been given a charter
for illiteracy. When they went back from the Court, they told the
teacher that they would never send their boys to the school
because Court had exempted them on Payment of this fine of Rs. 50.
Besides this, they threatened the Pandit for bringing this fact to
the notice of the Court and had them fined. These are the
ainful facts. Sir, T admit that we must carry on propaganda
amongst the people about-the need of education. During these years
we have been spending a huge amount of money for Primary
Education. This year’s budget for primary education is Rs. 84
Jakhs and out of these nearly 56 lakhs are for the compulsory
areas. The compulsory area is confined to mere than 5,000 villages
and most of these villages are in backward areas inhabited by ex-tea,
garden labourers. - There are only 12 urban areas where also we
have introduced compulsion. In view of all these things that I
- have stated I do not sece that there js any reason for accepting
this Resolution. T have entire svmpathy with the Mover of this
Resolution. I assure him that we shall keep in view to introduce
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compulsion in areas inhabited by ex-tca garden 121])01]:1']81'5 \'f:
extending compulsion. I hope he will also co-operate with éls .
carry on this propaganda and help our attendance oflicers. Ol
attendance officers move round these arcas to put pressure onfth
guardians, hold meetings with them and try to convince them ofgs
necd to send their boys to school.

In view of what I have said, 1 request my hon. Friend, th
Mover of this Resolution, to withdraw it.

Shri SARJU PRASAD SINGH : Sir, in view o_fl\;hat th
Hon’ble Minister has said , I beg leave of the lHouse to withdraw m
resolution. )

( The Resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Resolution regarding fixation of the same scale ocfil pay
dearness allowance and other amenities to the teachers
of all the,High Schools in Assam.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: M. Speaker, Sir, I beg g
move that this Assembly is of opinion that the Govcrnrpenta
Assam do takec necessary steps for the fixation of the same: scak
of pay, dcarness allowance and other amenities to the teaches
of all High Schools in Assam.

Sir, this is a very important Resolution in the sense tha
only a few days back there was a State-wide agitation on these pw
basic points namely, scale of pay and dearness allowance ofth
Aided High School teachers. Sir it is also known to this Hous
that on the second day of this session my Friend, Shri Radha Chara
Choudhury, moved ap adjournment motion to discuss the situatio
apising out of  the strike of the Aided High School teachers. Sp
this strike was not confined to a few misguided teachers ora fus
led by some bad political parties, but it was an over-all strikeo
the entire teachers of the State and I have received telegrams frop
various parts of the State asking us to place this matter befon
this House. Sir, my Resolution says that there should notbe tw
scales_ of pay, two scales of dearness allowance and two typeso
amenities for the same schoo] teachers. In the directive principk
ot our Constitution it is clearly laid down in Article 39— “Ti
State shall, in particular, direct its policy towards securing—(y
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that  the citizens, men and women equally, have the iright to an
adequate means of livelihood’ Then it goes on to say—'Sthat
there is equal pay for equal work for both men and women™’.
Sir, the basic principle is that there must be equalipay forjzequal
work or for the same type of work. If we have two systems  of pay
it is a discrimination, it is a distinction which is not justifiable, Sir, I
am not saying that the scale of pay given to the Government:Sthool
teacheres 1s at ali satisfactory. When I go  through this: report,
about the scales of pay of Primary and Secondary School teachent
of India—this is a book pulished by the Bureaun of Educations
Government of India-—there I-—find Sir; that in our country the
“scalesof pay are lar below the scales of pay in any other country.
It says: “It may be of interest to have an idea of salaries of
teachers in some of the forecign countries, though itis to be. borne
in mind that on account of the much diflerent standards of na-
tional income and of living, they do not offer any direct basis
for comparison. In England and Wales according to’ the recent
recommendation of the Burnham Committee for revision ofsalaries
of primary and gecond;uy school teachers. a qualified man teacher
starts on the equivalent of Rs. 417 per mensem . in the annua) salary
grade of pounds 375—18—030, while women teachers get about
Rs. 376 per mensem, the corresponding scale being € 338—15—504.
The addition to the scales for graduate qualification £ 60' per annum
for men and £ 48 per annum for women.'” But, Sir. I ' need
not go to England and Wales, but I will just refer to an adjacent
_country, a neighbouring country, ziz., Burma. The report also speaks
about Burma. In Burma the scales are High—School Head teacher
(a)Rs.350——2.:)-T700 and (b) Rs.330--15—450. Senior teacher Rs.210—
10--300 and junior teacher Rs.110—10-—200. The Committee appoin-
ted recently b}f the Burma Government has recommended an incy-
ease of Rs. 4%0 in the basic salary of the Primary Schools Teachers
and Rs. 70 n the case of High Schools Teachers. Sir, itis also
known to this House that in Burma schools the whole system of
education is free. From the Kindergarten stage to the highest
stage cducation is free, and in that State where education is
free, salary of this amount is given to the teachers. Sir, I need
not go to Burma also. In Kashmir the other day it has beén an-
nounced that from the primary stage—the Kindergarten stage - up-
to M. A.—education will be free. Such is the policy adopted by the
Government of Kashmir. Sir, I am not saying that the scales
of pay and decarness allowance given to our ‘school teachetrs are
_good,but even 1n this if we go through this report we .ﬁnd that
Assam is perhaps the worst in the whole of India regarding scale
of pay and dearness allowance. AEE2 ol

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Ona point ‘of: infor-
mation, Sir. Can our Iriend give us the number of colleges in
Kashmir ?
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: The number of €=
is 13 or something like that.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : What is the B p
of students ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : I cannot say off-hand, SIGE
I can give that information to the Minister if he so desires. t ine
this scale it is given—Head teacher in Assam, B. A. 0% B. Sc.can
Re-175—15—250—20—350 rising to Rs.400 plus 17} perdCl
dearness allowance.  Assistant teacher Rs.100- -10—130 Jlstlca
250. Then in the case of Bihar the minimum pay of the hcazj it
1s Rs. 200 with qualification of B. A., B. Sc. .“_mHCd m})SOEB-
upto Rs.750. For the assistant Teacher it is l{s.l.t)()-—lo_':‘h ] mi
15—350. Even after getting Rs. 450, 40 per cent. of pay mt'ke 1
mum of Rs.17-8-0, is given as dearness allowance in a State li i,
In Madhya Pradesh the pay of the men Head Tsea2
Rs.250—10—300, and for the women Head TC“ChCrrRS'zz E
—400 and for the Assistant Teacher Rs. 200—10—250. is Rs.2
As regards West Bengal, the pay of the Head Teacher 1s d '
5—250. with qualification of B.A.,” B. Sc. and B. T. e 1
allowance - according to the scale and it is in a sliding SC%C{‘M
15, Rs. 35 for pay between Rs. 51 and Rs. 100, Rs. 40 for pay I{: L
Rs. 101, and Rs. 150, Rs. 45 for pay between Rs. 151, and S:sm
and Rs. 50 for pay between Rs. 201 and Rs. 250. For the ABSSI__?.IS
Teacher with the same qualification it is Rs.100—5—160—E. stated.
—10—225. with the dearness as in the sliding scale I have jus(t)g-:E B
In Hyderabad the Head Teacher is given Rs.700--50--1,2 f
—50—1,500. It is for the l1st Grade High Schools. For the zndOOmud
High School it is Rs.300--20--4.00--F,. B--25—600,—E.B.--40—38 atht
for the 3rd Grade High Schools it is Rs. 325—15—400. Tor
Assistant Teacher it is Rs.325—15-—400. The dearness allowanes
for them is Rs. 18 for pay upto Rs. 50, Rs. 28 for pay betwees
Rs. 51 and Rs. 100, Rs. 35 for pay between Rs. 101 and Rs. 200 -
173 per cent. of pay for pay above Rs. 200.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: (Parliamentary Secretary):
t of Information, Sir, are these Government institutions

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: They are institutions ma-
haged by Government, My contention is that the scale of pay
g1ven to the teachers of the Government institutions is not very
lucrative and I do not say that there is no scope for its improvement.
tAS 2 Matter of fact we lag behind the other States of India
in this respect, The scale of pay of our teachers of the Government
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Institutions s most

miserable. Sir, this report says that the Gov-
€rnment

schools in all the States have regular pay scales for
there teachers. But nearly 92 per cent. of the total number of
tea.Chqu are employed by schools under the control of local
(Dlslm"t). unicipal, Cantonment, etc. Boards and private
bodies, "aided as well as unaided. It is, therefore, obvious
that unless these schools pay  salaries more or less at
Par with the prevalent Government scales, a large bulk of the
teaching profession will remain low paid and discontended.

. Shri MOTIKAM BORA (Minister): Sir, may I have some
nformation from the Leader of the Opposition about the amount
of fees realised in those schools so that we can compare the
actual state of things prevailing in our State and in other States ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: In Jammu and Kashmir, we
know the tuition is free. As regards other States I have not got the
figures ready with me, but I shall try to collect the figures later,
Then this Report again goes to say that, ‘*In many cases the rate
and the mode of the annual increment are not governed by any
sct rules, but depend on the goodwill of the managing committee
and the school finances. In others, there are regular scales but
the minimum and the maximum are generally lower than those
prescribed for Government school teachers. The private school
teachers thercfore, need special consideration and something could
be done, at least in the aided schools by making the adop-
tion of -Government scales of pay or approved scales of pay
approximating to them, one of the conditions for grants-in-aid.’’

Now, regarding dearness allowance, this Report says as follows :
“The variation in the rates of dearness allowance, which is paid by
all State Governments, except in Jammu and Kashmir, is still
more pronounced. A teacher drawing a salary of Rs. 50 per
mensem gets, as cost of living allowance, an addition of Rs. 10 per
mensem in Assam, as against Rs. 35 per mensem in Delhi.”

Sir, these figures are revealing by themselves. They do not
need any explanation. We do not want to make a poli-
tical propaganda or make a political capital out of this thing.
But we base our claim on the ficures supplied by the Government

of India. Sir, we also know that in our aided schools the scale of
pay is even lower than this.

SRIMAN PRAFULLA GOSWAMI: May I know the
scale of pay of the teachers of the aided schools ? -

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: My Friend, Shri Prafulla
Goswami, is very impatient to know about the scale of pay of the
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aided schools teachers and T will give him some figures. Liars ma
ﬁgurc, DUts, - Sir' ficures will not Iie. The maximum pay of the hea
teachér in Assam is Rs. 80. The hcad teacher gets an allowane
of Rs.. 20 extra over ‘his maximum pay. The maximum pay"
an Assistant Teacher. for B. A. and B. Sc. Rs. 80; for Passay
Inter Rs. 60'and for Passed Matric and Trained Rs.50; Theeass
the figures published by the Government. ( A vowe: It is mis
Imum.).  Minimum or maximum it is immecterial to say. ‘38

... SRIMAN PRAFULLA GOSWAMI: Whether it§
minimum or maximum we want to know, Sir. Y i

-

.Sl}ri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: There is no (queslonSes
maximum or minimum. The people say ? FIhe }\’Ol'ld may m
and the Ganges may flow but the pay scale of the aided schog
teachers will not move.”” R

SRIMAN' PRAFULLA GOSWAMI: The figure  given
by him is not probably the maximum pay. "“\é

Shri’ HARESWAR GOSWAMI: That is given here &8
maximum pay, whereas in the case of Bihar there 1s a q,“‘ﬁt_-loia:
of maximum and minimum pay of the aided school tca‘chch'SPalt,ﬁ
but when there is no such scale in Assam there cannot e the qu
tion of maximum or minimum. In the case of Head Tcad}tﬂ“ﬁ
in" ‘Bihar the scale starts from Rs. 200 and ends at Rs. 250. This s
fof schools with enrolment of ‘moie than 500. Buf for schoals
with enrolment between 201 and 500 the scale is 1<_s.].7:)‘—-225. For .
the schools with enrolment upto 200, the scale is RS-150_20.0'. FQ"E:
the Assistant Teachery the scale is Rs.75---150. with Rs.12 as minimum
dearness allowance in all ‘cases. ‘In Bombay the scale’ SHTHCES
hetter. - Foft the  ‘Head Teacher there the scale 18 Rs. 300-
15--450. For the Assistant Teacher the minimum and maximum Pay W
are Rs. 74" and *Rs. 160 respectively. (The maximum should
reach in 20 to 23 years and the minimum annual increment should
be Rs. 4.) In the case of Madhya Pradesh. maximumn should reach
in 25 years. In Madhya Pradesh also we find the minimum js
Rs.70 in case of the Head  Teacher. Then it comes up-to 150 to
RSHZ00= : : <G 3

In Madras we find that in case of the Head teacher, it begins from
Rs. 150 to Rs. 200, in case of the Assistant Teacher, thescale
begins from Rs.75 and goes up-to 145 with dearness allowance
of Rs. 22 for pay between Rs. 40 and Rs. 60, Rs. 24 for pay between
Rs. 61 to Rs.100 and Rs.25} per cent. for pay from Rs.101 to Rs. 2060,

" Sir, as I have already stated, I need not explain these fig.
ures. These figures tell the whole story. Sir, the story of Aided

\

: &
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School" teachers in Assam is rcally a story of woes and miseries,
of privation and suffcring.  We may ignore it as manocuvre drawn
and highly exaggerated picture; but, Sir, when we compare the
scales of pay of our school teachers with those of the other emp-
loyees of our Government we find what value we attach to our
education! There is no co-relation at all.

In the Secretariat for Lower Division  Assistants the scale pay
begins ‘from Rs. 75 upto Rs. 175, and the qualification is Inter-
mediate in Arts or Science, for the Upper Division it begins from
Rs. 200 to Rs. 300. i _

Then in' case of Jailors and Asistant Jailors. The ‘pay scale
ofthe Jailors begins from Rs. 175 and goes up-to Rs. 275, Then
the Assistant Jailors whose prescribed  qualification s gencrally
Intermediate gets their scale of pay from Rs. 80 to Rs. 175, ‘The
Police Inspectors start from - Rs. 175 to Rs, 375, Sub-Inspectors
from Rs. 100 to Rs. 200, and they are mostly Intermediates. '
Sir, this is a revealing picture. They 8give' a .clear idea as to
with what regard we look to our education. [t ig well and cood
to say that the State is spcnclil}g more _‘_l'h:lll tlwo crores Of“h’ e
pees for education and that in the Five-Year Plan it will be
spending about a crore and three lakhs on education. But wihen
we look at these figures and ~analyse them correctly we find
that the State Government is spending for education of an adult at the
rate of Rs.2 to Rs.3 only. Sir, if we lgok to the various recommenda-
tions of the various Committees we will find that all these Gon‘lmittc‘es
and Commissions have recommended  higher scales of pay for school
teachers. When these things are pointed out to those who can rleall
remedy-these glaring_ defects in our educational System, they at oncz
say that the _eclucatlon standard of our country hag d_cplorably oone
down, Sir, I do not mean to say that our standard of educabtion
has not gone down. But I ask the Government to give us! the:
causes that has led to this gradual deterioration of our edu-
cational standard. Is it because of the fac¢ that: our ek
do not give their time and energy _For the bctterment of the cause
of education, do they not give their attentiop to the students ?
Or is it because of the fact that they are so overwhelmed with their
economic condition, that they cannot have any initiative, any liking
to put their _hearts ini it 2  These .Aare  pertinent qticstions. A
careful analysis of the causes of this down-ward trend of. our.
educational standard will show that now a days the teachers do ‘not
find any attraction in their vocation. To-day after passing their B. A,
or M. A. examinations- when our young men, our brilliant and
intelligent young men after coming out of the UHJVCI‘SItie.s with
flying colours go to schools or colleges to take up teaching as
their avocation in life, what do they find ? They find Rs 80 .
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in the case of an Aided School or Rs. 100 in the case ofa Go
ment ?chool mocking them at their facc -at the end of avq"
month’s hard toil and intelligent labour. As against this, j§
compare the pay scales in other categories of services, we
th.at v _t}}c third CIaSS people in the administrative service
with an initial salary of Rs. 200 to Rs. 300, if not more.
Mr. SPEAKER: What do you mecan by ““third class™ ?
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Third class in the sense thy
they are not required to have honours or lst class degree ora
class in the minimum as in the case of school teachers and coll
professors. Then, Sir, where is the attraction, what 1 the incent?“
provided for him ? Then again as an insult to injury comes the in\?‘:
dious distinction of pay scale between an aided school teacher
a Government school teacher. With these anomalies existing §
our educational system where will the poor teachers get thep“:
and push for teaching our students, future hopefuls of our country §
‘It has become the wonted practice for some of those at the helm o
affairs to harp on the ears of semi-straved teachers, 1 S€ason aps
out of season, tO approach the teaching profession in a spirit o
service to the country. But I would like to ask them, Sir, haye
they themselves imbibed this spirit of service in their heart of heary
If not, what right have those people to preach those high idealism »
Those days of sages will never come back and we cannot expect Oll'
teachers to hold their classes under banyan trees. This IS not peg
sible under the present set-up of things. Now, unless We give pre.
er value to our education and give adequate wages 0 OUL teachey
we cannot improve our educational systcm. Sir, only the othy
day I have gone through the Report of the University Educatipy
Clommission: I-tl‘l‘lrlfkhlr will be relevant to_quote from that Repoy
which runs thus * TC Universities are finding 1t hard to retaiy
- pest oachers. The good old times when the profession o
their D .\ iracted those whom no worldly rewards could tem
teachin8 2 . 1n this age of m fit moti
o more: oney economy and Pproit molivesy
are nd o expect that teachers alone would rise above the spirit o
is har@ "7 galaries which the Universitics annot command to ent
the t1™ ment easily afford i h eam  AWaVisl e
and G e rer, envious and are taking the cream 4y leaving
the staff pOOr=" discontent.
ig is from the University Commission proceedings preside!
o less 2@ person than the Vice-President of the India

over b{ic n Dr. Radha Krishnan.

Then 1 we come to the Post-War Reconstruction  Scheme.

will nd that even zlhcre also raising of the pay scales of the
we hers Was recommended. The minimum salaries and allowance
teac e in these scheme was ay— .

apP’
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“Non-graduate Trained Teachers in High Schools—Rs.40—2 —
80 per mensen plus 6} per cent, Contributory Provident Fund. 10
per cent. House Allowance in normal rural areas ; possible increase

up to 50 per cent. to meet higher cost of living or other special
circumstances.

Graduate Trained Teachers in High  School—Rs. 70 —5-—150
per mensem  plus 6} per cent. Contributory Provident Fund. 10 per
cent. House Allowance in normal rural areas ; possible increase up to
o0 per cent. to meet higher cost of living or other special circum-
stances. Sir, in this Commission, Assam was represented by a
member of this Government in the person of late Sayidur Rahman,
Sir, we are trying to increase the number of Schools, we are trying
to expand the activities iu this direction, but we are neglecting the

- core of the whole thing without which no scheme will succeed.
Sir, in the Five-Yecar Plan, at page 560 it has been ably commented
as follows : “ One of the chief causes of the poor standards in the
educationa! institutions is the low scales of salaries paid to teachers
and the Highly unsatisfactory conditions of their service. The
Central Government have taken Steps to improve them in the cen-
trally administered areas and recently some States have also taken
similar steps but on the whole conditions remain very unsatisfactory.
We are convinced that no improvement in the existing system  will
be possible without improving the conditions of service of teachers
and putting their remuneration on a fair basis of comparison with
other services. We strongly recommend that every State Govern-
ment should examine the position of teachers’ salaries and.  within
the limifs of their resources, endeavour to raise the scales of pay.
In view, however, of the large numbers involved and the strained
resources of the State, the relief that might be expected from this
measure is not likely to be sufficient .and it will have to be other-
wise supplemented. Whenever possible additional facilities in the
form of free accommodation, fee concessions for their children’s
education, ctc.,. should be provided. Inp village schools attempt
should be made to provide every teacher with a plot of land where
he and his family can grow their own vegetables. While all mea-
sures should be taken to prevent the evil of private tuitions, avenues
of useful educational work should be provided by which teachers
can supplement their income and at the same time help the cause
of educational improvement and expansion in their leisure hours.>’

Sir, when I say that our teachers are suffering badly, T have
also in my mind the fact that when after 30 years’ service a Govern-
ment servant will get a pension or benefit of provident fund, gra-
tuity, etc., no arrangements are provided in case of an Aided School
teacher, Sir, when I think of the case of these teachers, the story
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- ditions of service. The scales of pay must be immediately imp o
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of csten wiza ‘Bhola Master’ so ably depicted by an able INowe
comes to my mind. While a teacher produces jewels in the couns
Produces able men, in his turn he had to steal to educate his ol
How painful it is.to think 1 Sir, I know there are teachers ¥ ‘ﬁ
required to work for 12 to 14 hours. In the morning I havesss
them going for private tuition when they have to teach two OF SGs
children and in the evening also they havc to do the same &8
over and above the eight hours’ work in the school.  Sir, "IN
the fortune to read in England for somec time.  In the Unss
sity I read I have scen.the condition of service of the teacherssg

ok

required to give three or four lecturcs in a weck nay some imes
a-month., For these three or four lectures they come: . prepas
Itis a thesis, an original book and one can learn many new th 4
from a lecture of this type. In contrast what do we find ‘here ing

- country ? Here a teacher is so over-worked that he has hardly§

time to get himself prepared for such thing. Sir, by spcndllng a sum
two crores or so for a particular institution, W€ cannot thmk.;
the sufferings of the teachers will be mitigated.

A

Sir, here I wish to read out a portion from the recommendags

,Of.the Report of the Secondary Education Commission j— ¢

Commission reports that there was unanimity of opinion
the status and conditions of service of teachers require to beimg
ved considerably and urgently. The Clommission has made Speg
recommendations with regard to the recruitment of teachers,

riod of probation, the qualifications of the teachers recruited for &
rent posts in the High and Higher Secondary Schools as well as o

1
3

repeatedly by successive Commissions. One of the important regg

~mendations made by the Commission is that there should he g

form scale of pay to teachers with same qualiﬁcatio_ns a}ld Serving
the sanie capacity irrespective of the type of institution in which ¢
serve—Government, Local Fund or Private Management. The @
mission has drawn up a scheme known as the triple benefit scha
wherein a teacher will be entitled to Pension cum Provident F
cum Insurance. This scheme is being tried in some States and

" Commission recomends that it may be made applicable to alls
States in the country. Likewise, security of tenure 1s one of

important items recommended and, with a view to see that the

cher is not unnecessarily victimised, an Arbitration Board has b
suggested to whom the teacher can appcal in the case of any ady
treatment by any management’. Sir, sometimes it depends!

_the whims of a person only, because in some cases, the voice of

person in the School Board prevails and so it is very necessary (¢
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there should be such safeguards against such victimisation. I am
not concerned with the latter portion of the recommendations im-
mediately, I am concerned with the scale of pay. As recommende
in the Radhakrishnan Commission or in the Five-Year Plan, with-
out incurring very heavy expenditure, it is possible to improve the :
lot of these teachers by way of granting settlement of land, by ma-
king available food-stufl through the Cheap-Grain Shops and some
other ways suggested therein. But none of these things has been
done in our State so far. There should be at least a scale of pay
for the Aided School Teachers so that in 3 or 4 years he can expect
that he would get such and such pay. Now this depends on the’
good-will of the Managing Committee, and sometimes on the sweet
will of a particular person. Sir with these things, I feel the
time has come when it is necessary to look into the whole problem
and give them a scale of pay and bring them at par with others:
Sir, we believe in a classless society. In the directive principles of
our Constitution, it is laid down "that there should be equal pay
for work of equal nature. Sir, the time has come when we shoul
give serious thought to this and give effect to such principles. Un-
less we evaluate their services, we cannot raise the standard of edu-
cation.

With these words, Sir, I feel this Resolution is a very important
Resolution and my Friends sitting in the Treasury Bench should not
merely turn it down simply because it has been emanated from the
Oppositior. Let us have their reply as regards the recomendations of
the University Commission, let us have their reply with regard to the
Five-Year Plan dealing with this matter. Sir, I request the Education
- Minister ‘and also the Leader of the House to consider the case‘of
these poor teachers sympathetically and accept my Resolution.

- With these words, Sir, T commend my Resolution for the accep-
tance of the House.

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, before Mr. Goswami resumes his seat, may I get an information
from him whether some figures which he quoted are from Education
‘Bureau Report and if so, of which year ? . :

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Yes, of 1952.
Mr. SPEAKER: Resolution moved :

“ This Assembly. is of opinion that the Government of Assam
do take necessary steps for the fixation of the same scale of pay,
dearncss allowance and other amenities to the teachers of all High
- Schools in Assam,’’ _ : , i
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" Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I &
to support the Resolution moved by my Friend, Mr. Goswami.

Sir, after his brilliant speech which dealt with practically of
all the subjects, very little things have been left for me for fur
elucidation.

The other day, weé have seen in the gapcrs that there had b
a two-day strike in all the Aided High Schools .and 31’“““.-
the students of schools, colleges and other institutions of all the¢
tricts in the State came out in processions. I have scen one pro
sion at Gauhati. That was not a procession of the Rickshawwall |
but a procession of the most educated people of the society,t
teachers who are not entangled in politics. In the procession Iy
noticed old and aged teachers of 50 or 60 years agc CarTyIngasy
ners in their hands.

- (At this stage the Speaker va.catcd.thf’:_Chair and Raja
Narayan Deb of Sidli, Chairman occupied i),

I have seen teachers and Students together carrymgt Pia are
banners, etc. and moving in the streets. It wasa scens‘t:S g ook s
Their grievances were genuine and thatis why there was spontan
strikes and spontaneous processions.

3 Sir, it is high time when due f'c e
the amelioration of the condition of the 1 -
Our Leader has quoted scales of pay of Aided ngtl‘l S‘:(I:]l;golcéeach_. .
not only of the different States of India but © f? gy ;hllnt |
even that of Burma. It will be found from these :jgl;t = at OF
in Assam the pay of these teachers is very low an late f’ Ascnt

pay per month of a teacher, whether he is a matricu gca’rn'es HB i
or graduate is below Rs. 100/- per mensem, and his hatah ts allo
ance is not more-than Rs. 7/-. In consideration of w ;. c' °a.°h =
ini the Aided High Schools in other States get an Suﬁ > ;Jns:d
tion of the fellow-teachers in Government High f Cb Q'i ofi
State are getting, I think, our Government shoul % cide?irncst"
revising the scale of pay and dearness allowance of the aided gch¢
teachers of Assam. '

Sir, we know, there-are only 20 Government High SChOO]sSf
about 188 Aided High Schools all over the State. From a cgalcu
‘tion it'is evident that more than 90 per cent. of the studengs
their education from these Aided High Schools. We knay vf
well that these High Schools, before independence, rather el
the struggle for independence with the Britishers, gave imp

seryvice in the fight for freedom. These nationalist schools  gen '

i
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and educated people of eminence from the Congress side. Most ‘
of the Congress Leaders had their education from these Aided High
Schools duc to strict and reactionary circulars by the then Go-
vernment.  We know also that in Government High Schools, British
Government had given preference in all directions. such as, building,
pay of teachers, and many other amenities. But the sad part of
the thing is that this Congress Government even after Independence.
is also giving priority even today to the Government institutions
in preference to Aided institutions, leaving our Aided Institutions
un-gided and un-cared for. Sir, one point was raised. by
the Finance Minister over there, about tuition fees in other schools
ofIndia. Our Leader could not give these figures of Aideq High
Schools. - Without going to the figures of tuition fees in other States
I'would bring it to the notice of the House the rate of tuition fee;_ :
in our Aided High Schools as compared with Government High |
English Schools. It is much higher than in Government High
Schools. - You know the resources of the Aided High Schools, Their.
income is limited, There is no further scope of increasing the fees.
when iln corresponding Government High Schools the tuition fee is
much less. ° .

Sir, the demands of these teachers have been put forward our .
Leader very well. Their demand is genuine and this they shou?é |
get without delay. They should get the same scale of Pay like that
of Government High School teachers and their dearness allowa 2
should also be equally raised. About present dearness a]IOWancc
given to them, there is an interesting history behind it, Tl:lcc -
teachers used to get Rs. 10 as dearness allowance, Rs, 7 p ese
Government and Rs. 3 from schoo] fund. But for some ﬁrom
that dearness allowance was stopped. We know'that a deputa trine’
of these teachers under the leadership of no less a person thon
the Congress President, Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha, Waitan
upon the Government and that was just_before the lagt o cd
d?:ction and it is for election purposes that Government granteq hal
dearness allowance for only one year and since then it hag contj that
not as dearncss allowance but as a temporary or interim rnl‘i'md
which is under the discretion of the Government as there? ef,
guarantec whether Government will continue to grant thjs lesno
this year. ‘Lhere is no stability of this dearness allowance ‘{ﬁn
limit of which is only Rs. 7 : >, the

Then, regarding the scale of pay, a question was rajg, i B ¢
the other side that Rs.50 per mensem for a Matriculate, Rs.60 0me
an Intermediate and Rs. 0 for a graduate teacher, Whethey th s
are minimum or maximum, I do not know, but so g o8

formation goes I am of opinion that these are the sca)iesh;};
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Pay which had been fixed by Government but all other expenss
tures are to be met from the school fund including raising
Pay of teachers. We know the wretched financial conditions &
our Au.:lccl High Schools and so it is impossible for the Managit

ommittees of these institutions to raise the scale of pay &
these teachers to a reasonable extent. What the Governme
has  done recently is  interesting. They have abolished &
Class III and consequently t}lC)} have curtailed Rs. 25 from e
grants given to each Aided High School. What was results
On the other hand there was no reduction of staff in the Aides
schools because when there was no Class 111, obviously there were 2
more sections in class IV and the teachers had to be retained in the
posts. Thus expenditure of a school remained where it was &8
Government curtailed the grant summarily by Rs.25 per mensem Ans

extra grant according to the opening of new sec! : .
High Schools by the Government. But, as a matter of fact, whes
any new section is opened no such grant is forthcoming. Sir, I know
one particular case which I want to mention here, The Modon Mohes
Madhav Charan Girls’ High School in the Karimgan) Subdivisicn hat
a roll strength of about 600 to 700 students and 5 extra sections have
been opened in order to accommodate the students. But on repeatet
requests from different quarters no grant has been received  fu
the school due to opening of these sections. You can now think of the
condition of the Managing Committee as to how they W.OUId be ablk
to continue the management of the School under such circumstances

Tt is the principle of the Government Of India which  they
have directed to the State Governments and as laid down 11 our Gon'
stitution also that there should be equal pay for equal _wqu. It will
be found also in the Report of the Planning Commission as en
bodied in the Five-Year Plan.’ Sir, when a principle: has  bees
enunciated, we want to see that it is followed. We know  that
Constitution came into force in 1950 and so far Five-Year Plan &
concerned this is the third running year. ~We want to know what a¢
tion has been taken by the Government to irhplement t}}e dlrectiong
of the Government of India, ' whether small or big, to bring the scak
of the same categories of people on equal footng ? Sir, it has been
stated by the Planning Commission that there should be equs
pay for equal work and particularly for Aided School - Teachers
They ' have enunciated certain principles and issued necessary
directives_to the State Governments. ' Apart from the scale of pay,
thiese Aided School Teachers should be given relief otherwise. They
must not be allowed to rot for their livelihood by having privag
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tuitions. One instance has been given by my Friend, Mr. Goswami,
that Aided School Teachers living in villages should be given a
plot of land free of cost. That is a very easy thing for the Govern-
ment to do. Government can issue necessary instructions to the
respective Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers and
also to the Land Settlement Advisory Boards to allot a plot of
land to each Aided School Teacher. Government can go a bit
further also in this direction. They can allow them to have some
cultivable land for their maintenance, which will be of immense help
to them if there is financial difficulty of the Government at present
In raising their scale of pay all at once. In my opinion, this will be
one of the steps for removing the distress of the poor teachers.

Sir, recently it has been published in the report of the Seconda-
ry Education Commission of the Government of India that these poor
teachers should not be allowed to die. They should be given
privileges as regards th(_:ir pay, dearness allowance and in various
other ways. The tuition fees of their children should not be
charged ; they should be given free ration like other Governnment
servants and also quarters and houses should be allotted for them.
Sir, in return, the State will get properly educated people from
these institutions for future generation. It is not only for the interest
of any particular teacher. We know that we are paving the
teachers, not only for the interest of his family alone. \Veamust
do it from a business standpoint. We must also sce that our children
get proper cducation bcca}u_sq they would be our future generation
and would take responsibilities in life. If they do not receive
[Pmpcr education, I am afraid, what would be the shape of our
uture people and how dangerous it would be to run our demo-
cratic Government properly ? With these words I support the
Resolution moved by my Friend, Mr. Goswami.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Chairman, Sir,
I did not like to take part in this debate, but I just want ‘to take
my stand here in order to clarify some points which have been
referred to by my Friend, Mr. Goswami, and thereby to remove
any mis-understanding that may be caused amongst the pcople in
general. He has stated that this Government is spending Rs. 2
crores. This is actually not correct. This 1s true so far as our
general education 1is COHCCI"I’IC.d. This amount of Rs. 2 crores does
not however cover our education on Medical, Agriculture, Co-ope-
rative, Veterinary, Engineering and many other subjects. Not only
that that expenditure does not cover the cost of construction of Go-
vernment buildings, Government schools and their cost of mainte-
nancee repairs, etc. If all these are taken together, we must take it
that our expenditure on education may come up to Rs, 2% crores,
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and not Rs. 2 crores. Therefore, Sir, just to remove that misundes
standing that expenditure on cducation is Rs. 2 crores, T hawe
just explained the position briefly. 3

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : I accept it

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Sir, if the average
of that expendituie is worked out by my Friend, and if that average
is compared with similar expenditures in other States of India,
Friend will find that Assam will easily exceed pl‘obablyaga
number of the States in the Indian Union. ;

Shri MAHENDRA NATH DEKA: Mr. Chaz.rm;._
Sir, the Resolution moved by Shri Hareswar Gqswarm, the
Leader of the Opposition, reads like this: ‘“This Assembly
is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take im-
mediate steps for the fixation of the same scale ol pay, .dcarncss alle-
wance and other amenities to the teachers of all High Schools i
Assam’. Sir, the Resolution as it stands is very poorly framed:is
very vague. If this Resolution is accepted, no Qovcrnment can give
any practical shape to it. Firstly, it says, ¢ fixation of the same scale
of pay, etc.”” The word ‘‘scale” is singular. It means that all the
teachers should get the same scale of pay. Now, in Hl'gh Schools thege
are many grades of teachers, iz, Headmasters, Assistant Headmas.
ters, graduate teachers, normal third year class passcd teachers, suber

dinate teachers, lower subordinate teachers, ctc., who get differens
s adopted, all the teachers

scales of pay. As soon as this Resolution i :
from the highest to the lowest categorics, will have to be given the
duties and qualifications

same scale of pay irrespective of their que
They may say, - ‘We want the scale of the Headmaster, é.¢,, RS.158

—2400’°. The graduate teachers will say. cEWe sh;_all start at Rs. 150"
and so on and so forth. Then, again, my Fucn’d has put all teg.
chers, both of Government high schools and aided high schools in the
same category. Unless this sort of mix-up is removed and my Friend
comes forward with a definite Resolution, this House 1s not mga

position to accept this one.

Then, Sir, my Friend stated that the aided high school teache
went on strike on the 26th. Sir, a meeting was conver}cd by thew
at Gauhati and a report of the proceedings of that meeting has heen
published in the Press. It appears that the aided high schools have
got as many as 3,000 teachers, while the number of teachers in the
Government high schools is a little over 500, Now, 20 per cent. of the
students read in Government high schools and they are taught by 500
teachers but for the 80 per cent, students reading in aided l}lgh §Chools
the number of teachers is 3 000. If we work out the ratio with the
number of teachers in the Government high schools, then the number
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of teachers in the aided high schools should not have been more than
2,000. We, therefore, find that there is redundant staff in the aided
+high schools. Now, Sir, last year Government have given as dearness
allowance Rs.7 to each teacher of the aided high schools, but they
are demanding for an allowance of Rs.10 a month. If the number of
teachers could be reduced from 3,000 to 2,000, each teacher could
have got a dearness allowance of Rs.10. So, Sir, my point is that un-
less and until there is readjustment, it is not practicable on the part
of Government to spend more money for redressing the grievances of
the aided school teachers. 'T'hen, there are some schools who have
got only 150 students on their roll while some have got more than
1,400 students. So, unless there is some sort of rationalisation and

readjustment, it is not possible to increase the pay of the aided high
school teachers.

Now, Sir, I am managing a high school in my native village.

There a graduate teacher is getting a minimum pay of Rs.80. My
Friends will be surprised to learn that my Headmaster is getting
Rs.185 as'pay plus Rs.20 as Headmaster's allowance and one anna pe:;'
rupee as his provident func; contribution. In all, theref‘ore,.he is
getting Rs.216 a month. ’Is it so low in a village school? An ordi-
nary graduate of 25 years standing is getting Rs.216 per month in
a village school. Now, what is the pay of the Headmaster of the
Collegiate School, who is going to retire by November next? He 1s
getting only Rs.400 and he is the only teacher in his class to
get Rs. 4.00. Now, Sir, this is about my school. So far as
my knpwlcdge goes, there is no such school where the Headmaster
is getting less Fhan Rs.120.  Another thing to be considered is that
many of the high school Headmasters are Headmasters for the day
of getting B.A. or B.Sc. degree.  In many of the Government High
Schools a teacher becomes a Headmaster after 12 or 15 years of his
service, whereas in most of the Aided High Schools, Head-
inasters are of only 2 or 3 year’s standing. This is so because

arg[aduatc as soon as he gets  a degree he starts a school
and automatically becomes a Headmaster and when a
grant is  given to that  Scheol he establishes himself

and there is nobody to remove him from there. The Managing
Committee cannot remove him because he has started the school.
Recently one school has been started by a raw graduate—he is a
graduate of 1952 only—and he draws salary of Rs. 130 per month.
As soon as a grant from the Government will be given he will say,
1 am a pucca Headmaster because I started the school myself’’ and
he will claim more pay and allowance thereof. So, Sir, unless and
until there is proper examination of the. whole affair concerning the
Aided High School teachers, and unless and until these Aided High
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School teachers themselves come forward to reduce their nUPSEE
their problem y\nll not be solved. It is also their look out® .
that proper adjustm=nt as to the number of aided schools is B
So, Sir, I say thatunless and until all teachers of Aided High 9¢
com%forwarq and boldly come to a decision to reduce the S
Eulm If'ir of hlf‘h scools, and the number is lessened, nobod¥s
elp them. rom the reports it is clear that 3 000 teachers
needed for schools run by Managing Committees. Only 2,000 58
teachers arc really wanted. That being so, it is up to them to. 358
their own difficulties. But the difficulty lies with them—they 4550
!‘HOW w-hom to Ci}UCk out and which sch .ol to close down. *
is the difficulty with them. But if they are bold enough an
with b.OIdI.lCSS. with thcir genuine demand, with their earntts
and with justice for the interest of education in the State,
Government will be in a position to help them.

Now my Friend in the Opposition always comes up with big P
osals and big Resolutions entailing huge financial obligation =
the State, but whenever any question arises as to increasing
resources and income of the State he is very silent. Why? He
citing scales.prowded in foreign countries, but he should remembes
one thing. That Assam’s pcople pay per capita only about 5 pcl‘cef‘l‘
of ones annual income as revenue to the State, whereas in eric’
they are paying 20 percent. of their income per head. America B
an income of Rs.8,888 per capita. 1 know that the last bu iget
President Truman was Rs.1,669 per head. So unless and un
Members of the Opposition come forward to enlarge the t‘:>'-’Ch‘5cl'.‘ﬂ
of the State, how can they expect to give effect to this Resolu
even if it is accepted by the House? ®The other day my Il
were a party tO the acceptance and passing of the budget by
House. 1Dhey have accepted the income side of the State.
fitger g sthic T INCOING side is enlarged, how can they expect to €n
the expenditure side of the Budget on Education ? :

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: On a point of informatios
Sir. May we know from what source our Friend gets all this informa
ation about the income of other Nations and in what.way he want
us to co-operate to enlarge the income of our State?

pri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA : I am in a position to say

that the income of America per capita is Rs.8,888. 1 think my
Friends must have seen the figures published in one of our Congress
apers which gives the income per capita of all Nations in
nited - Nations. I distinctly remember that the income
RS.8,888 per capz'ta. ; .

So.
large
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Now, Sir, as it appears from the budget, last year's budget repre-
“ens that 20 per cent. of the income of the State goes to Education
alone whereys three or four years ago it was only 9 per cent. This
clearly shows that within the short period of three or four years

ow gradually and progressively this Government is enlarging ex-
Penditure required for Education. :

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli) :
Mr. Deka, may I draw your attention to Rule 48 of the Assembly
ules wherein it is stated, ““Except with the permission of the
Sl?caker o speech upon any motion or resolution shall exceed fifteen

qunutes in duration’”. But you have exceeded that imit. Are you
finishing now?

Shri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA: Y es Sir, I will just speak

a few words more and I will finish, Now, Sir, T want to point out

- that last year we got as much as 81 lakhs in the shape of sales tax
alone ; multiply it by 32 you will get 29 crores. If our country is
rich enough to buy ‘non-essential goods to the tune of 29 crores
can we say that our country is poor? Our population is 91 lakhs
and the people have been able to purchase luxurious goods upto the
extent of 29 crores of rupees. This means Rs.32 per head. But in
the shape of taxes we are not to pay even Rs.10 per head. So,
until and unless the exchequer of our State is enlarged, sufficiently
enlarged, it is not practicable on the part of the Government to ac-
cept this Motion and to give effect to the Resolution. Therefore,

Sir, it is my humble request to the Mover of the Motion to with-
draw his Resolution,

Shri DHARANI DHAR BASUMATARI D couleeY Ghedi,
gtz [@ElE vE e el oteTiis FiteiAdd  stvdw wie ot 1B
gaia wife afa T oz =med At codcs [ fRate aiad S wtatw
wAlcd, SIS A g sAfmicd @it aweits 9w wg ) g
g4 Q¢ T Eiele gl T Ifewe seAat Wi sifafern @
faw wEd Ol Sleqal? afem @2 orafacs @ifis, cofem TS (TR AP
g TAGT A INS: @R Awma vy wwEw i $R_9 1 e CSTdTS AfSAL
corded BBl wife «f@ca wite pawid) wits MRITTATS 2i¥gam s A5aF
same scale of pay ftg =iiest Ifer o witen webica @&l 73 SIAC IR G i

@9 @lted coedts oifs ol Bfds @itfem ar @it wa wfve, «f¥y oxvy
paFial T UiF AR T2y AetUytd %7 | €% w2 oyfw =R v TR pay
scale (NS @ (FCF AT FEAC [Fpifaes wify gfrea bia =2 | @i
gitm A RAld 212gm gis 531l siggew free 7909 w21 9B oivs
afs I All—tfie Jeon  frws agag ety wrsiv jﬂ‘@t‘”ﬂ g | s fF
Beitzes Provincialise 3 ¢ deprovincialise $R—3ot1 el =1 s
Ffatd V9b wrds  TveA Prwe sigms wigea O AN ot cordenwasT
Bobfl  freacs | v A Tiuts o cordenead Wi B9 f{wey WA @

£, I
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afsmel tzrg ©ia A4S citatdt stediata sivd 7= siea o T A s
atssr Fazics wiie #alq AfFarE cordea sivds (ae 79ad TN TRITSiees
AfaLAfoF _bia UmE FwAlT 7 | (F1f7) Al a2 ars ot I <Yala 5
1Al sledials aB1 (@13 wife 4fafga faa 124 %aa <= 1793 7377] 91% T
atest IfF  CTCATT ST ST airafata w4 . F94 [AArGT FTY AGS -
ofseral Ata State T F4 EfFars tirg | cordrs w2 faatea 401 ol AiRS

fFs cordts 12 512 fmtea a7 cgfatita A= @t =EE o daiEtaal frates
fmpiT SleATISITE  AtaFTa  stFs g4AfF A rord T o[%tad ST F
afi FECA (0T (ILT (AT Tl wAlcastyd ap) w1 fr @2 T T T2 TERE.

czred (211Z) | ST Sinds alfE farais qZrEItas ot A28 (7 GIFIRL S
satztay  z[1% T2%AT fiwaneas waazta facs T AR, CTZCB1 Tl sﬁqh‘:
ppers cordrs (¥ AT (TrS AT A3l ot @ @tfy a7 e e
esfa firg zacel 97 rsaT 4745 wfEarara cords ez ©obi2 friRd BN

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, on a point of information;é,
Is it not a fact that Shri K. P, Tripathy is the President of the Asamy
A

School Teachers Association.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI : coudts BENE G
$. Agnel CXT0 @2 firs a7 Ao A =7 todg | (7% Ty
oz fadca @r] FrEtfas Traiica atfzg 471 712 | 12 ordeT 7ifstF 7 AT 8
o @Bl TS TATIS 77 A7 A2 Al Zogrs T AR | R

gtigcacs cocd e

e G P ok (s CEMBIGARMARARGIAE S
oiira | Ata el cordTs ATt Atztare e FAa Al fafom bl

T sawtar =@ {AwTa Transfep

o AT izt TG | > |

e wlacd  CSSUAITA wzicatala 4ab ais | 21 AtalINS oS

«ffir @A 496 1 9 | . Biew

::,' feralel® ot 2T #Aca | otg Ftacd 99 SIU
2 g «% AT 4 ifea @ <@t f agrie 213%R figs

Steatatd 4 ©
“tﬁz ?’ﬂ"m@' frdAfGl >1 amds  FFCA TS difs ATl I oAl

CE[4)
| o @RF TS ards g qilaTa cifeas FR ARICT e
a;ﬁa“:nc; GIEL qa81 ST Tw coizefta fe BAtGGaTET 79 Afd |

g [ fowsla 291 w2 79 Atcn @ «a% oEtayzid Tl Frrs TR

ez T (SIS AT BAFIAT FAT AT TrAwlT 92 T9CT AlEHT |

qeLS " g wed fFaif oawiqy  zier waszl o Al (STl Transfer
ﬁ’%ﬂ’ﬁ,ﬁg @ T A co8TET TN ez @ity | e A ReRl
i foca ZACS TAMIFLA  (SErAITA Hardship ¢z 29 “lta ; quia

@ | s
SIEE IR Fars AT 77 | Transfer 2T AT <8ralFT aReRFE
Stedl CC ~ pia 29 | AT codiming  qece WA w7 <l Pay scale d

{371 ﬁﬂl@tﬂa FeT T

AN =4 L =
: 7 d GHRIE Ghest et e g
gttt A eTmE «f FElT A ateyisate A9 AT fir e
il (e TATO giT RBEAin gyt F41 F RG] F[ER AT T3 G U
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2 A9 AN z @ cords wea L. P oA i s zitee vk
rAzid 209 3IfE  FfEata catal wiars 1R 9itg @i qietafes siE 1 cordte
3t RISt TIte Sifttaczre, ea Foaes B e =a, orie Besitwe
e @rte 1T AR, AT orda 3Taedr S1aET MRS (TS JFIR AR
(OURTA (S WIS A Aitslsld SiNtdtd Qreea @b s3I SFelqd)
TRER o7 | 0T 35tsl siadiaE witg 9y @f 9was watawas By oz
431 A A 73721 70 0 of7 0 oY si%tg o7 » @® 4th grade stsfRats
7zraid 0 ¢ (92 mas Chairman @ Intervene Ff3c)

Announcement of result of the election to the committee
constituted to consider draft Amendment to the
Assembly Rules

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Raja AJIT NARAYN DEB of Sidli): I
have great pleasure to inform the House that both the
Government and Opposition Parties by mutual settlement have
made election to the Committee constituted to consider the draft
amendments of the Assembly Rules uncontested by limiting the
number of candidates according to the number of members to be
elected. The following hon. Members are therefore declared
elected to the said Committee unopposed :

Shri Bimala Kanta Bora.
Shri Sarveswar Barua.
Maulavi Faiznur Ali.
Shri Narnarayan Goswami.
M. Moinul Haque Choudhury.
. Raja Ajit Narayan Deb of Sidli.
under rule 131, the Speaker nominates Shri Hem Chandra
Hazarika, M. L. A. as a Member to this Committee from the Panel

of Chairmen.

O\ 9 1o 1

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 1-30 p. M. on Friday
the 4th September, 1953,

Shillong : R. N. BARUA,
A Secretary,
The 15th February 1954, Legislative Assembly, Assam,

A, G. P, (L. A.) No.3/54—126—17-2-1954.



