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Proceedings of the fourth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the first General Election

under the Sovereign Democratic Republican Constitution
of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10
a.m. on Tuecsday, the 1st September 1953.

PRESENT
Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, 8.n., Speaker, in the Chair, the ten

Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, two Parliamentary Secretaries
and seventy-seven Members. :

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which Answers were laid ¢n the table)
Scarcity of C. I. Sheets in the Gauhati Subdivision

Shri RADHA CHARAN CHOUDHURY asked :
1. Will Governmert be pleased to state—
(a) What are the reasons for scarcity of C. I. Sheets in the
Gauhati Subdivision since January 1953 ? ,
(b)) What steps Government are taking to minimise the
hardships caused by non-availability or insufficient
supply of C. I. Sheets ?

(¢) Do Government intend to abolish control on C. I.
Sheets ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE replied :

1. (¢) & (b)—There was no scarcity of C.I. Sheets till after
February, 1953. During the months of January and February and
early March the Registered Stockists of Gauhati Subdivision
received 2,171 bundles which were distributed. Since March due
to the resignation of the previous Handling Agent and the conse-
quent cancellation of indents by the Iron and Steel Controller and
also because of a prolonged strike in Steel Corporation of Bengal
orders got behind hand. : .

The Tata Iron and tteel Company was rushed with orders
from all quarters and they could not cope with demands. On my
personal request to the Central Minister for Industries, despite the
great demand on Tatas, the case of Assam for 19,300 bund‘_les has
been granted top priority. As a result of constant efforts it is
now expected that regular supplies of C. I. Sheets .wlll be poss;ble.
Some quantities are alrc;ady on the move and it is expected that
all the districts will receive something in the near future. Govern-
ment will also see that a regular flow is maintained.
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(¢)—-This matter is not in the hands of this Government @
the policy can only be decided by the Centre. For the inform =
of the hon. Member it may, however, be stated that there S8
acute scarcity of sheet material throughout India and itis,
fore, highly unlikely that controls can be lifted at this stage.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: May we know, Sir, what
the quota of C. I. sheets allotted to Assam in 1953 ? i

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): 1 ca#
say offhand, Sir, because the main question relates to Gauhati i

Iilowevcr: I can supply the information later if the hon. Member®
desires.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : May we know, Sir, what i‘i
the quota allotted to Gauhati subdivision ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): It is 8
fixed, Sir. It all depends on the allotment in a particular qum--i

i.e. the allotment of basic quota which is received by us from (k

Centre is distributed to all districis or rather subdivisions accordif
to population basis.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAM] -

May we know, Sir, whatt 1
(til;e gumber of bundles allotted tq Gauhat); out of this 19300 bus
€s ! -

l
Mr. SPEAKER : {4

R

: . ¢ has answered to that. He said that I('ﬁ\!
cording to circumstances it was distributed | -

Shri HARESWAR GOS _ . | o
what amount was allotted WAMI: No, Sir, but my question

out of this 19,300 bundles ?
Shri BAIDYANATH o .
say offhand, Sir, but as IMOOKERJEE (Minister) : I canne

hav i 3 - . g . ba’“
quota was made on popUI € alr@ddy -"ald, dlStIlbutlon Of

ation basis,
Sir Si;lh;;: ﬁlAglléllzﬁl\gillSAR BHA('JI"ITACHARYYA: Isl it a fac;
# : S Ll & uo
ClgnsiSt%d of some 17 hundreq and odsdm:ltlsc::tt; g}f? u‘l‘lrz'lejlcct;:l”q(}]
sheets :

HATTAGHARYYA . Are these 1'
hundred and_odpd sheets exclug ve of the quota which has been men
tioned here, SIir !

Mr. SPEAKER : It is in excess of the requiremennt—that hat
heen answered to by the Minister,

*

L
9
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA :
that some private firms and

ron sheets direct from Calcut
Tectorate of Supply ?

Is it a facts Sing
individuals could procure Corrugted
ta with special permits from the Di-

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is disallowed.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS:
of the State Govern

allotted for Assam du

Is it a fact that the agency
ment could not lift the entire quota that was
ring the last two years ?

Mr. SPEAKER : By the dealers or by the State Govern-
ment ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS -
by the State Government, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member said so I believe.

RAJA AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli :
the Hon’ble Minister, Sir, how these rej
were priced ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Do
a higher rate ?

By the agent appointed

I want to know from
ected Corrugated Iron sheets

you mean to say that they are priced at
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) :

it was at a lower price, Sir.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : May we know, Sir, how many

agents have been apointed by this Government for the purpose of lif-
ting Corrugated Iron sheets quotas from Calcutta ?

Certainly

Mr. SPEAKER : That does not arise from the Question.

Shri THANURAM GOGOI :

has got the highest quota of Corrug
with other subdivisions ?

Mr. SPEAKER : I cannot allow that.
answered that distribution of Corru
populatien basis.

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU :
rh 1 BN LD

Mr. SPEAKER : What is your point of information ?

Is it a fact, Sir, that Gauhati
ated Iron sheets as compared

It has already been
gated Iron sheet was made on

On a point of information

Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU: My point of information is
that why my questions regarding a plet of land contiguous to that
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of Shri Nilmoni Phookan M.L.A., and for the plot of land gIVERSSS
Nilmoni Phookan, m.L.A., had been rejected on the ground thatiss
goes against public policy. 3

Mr. SPEAKER : That information you can get [from 88
Secretary and not here. Please take your seat. It transgresses DOUSSS
of decncy. :

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUAH :  afafin = et J&8
FCAGA  Gid AFLA F9B FAT G . ......... ¥

Mr. SPEAKER : Disallowed. Please take your scat. R

Shri. JADAB CH. KHAKLARI: Sir, fe-pdga fawa %
Atralea ? |
Mr. SPEAKER : citarta | afem zatziffa #4107 0700 | T

g
i
'
'
:
:

Motion regarding food situation in Assam.

= 4

!
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ bcs‘i.}
move_that this Assembly do now take into consideration the fw-
situation in Assam. Sir, we. are really glad that the situation he
comparatlve}y improved since last year. Last year Or the yei‘“j
before lastit was indeed a very pitiable sight when i varios -
parts of the State rice was not available. In comparison to thr\}
§pectacle this year the situation has improved in the sense that ri!‘“:‘;
18 at‘ Ieast’ available in the markets. Sir, for this our thanks go ™
the ‘Gods’ mostly because the rains have been really very ki'ndFE

us. :
Mr. SPEAKER : What about the Government here ? |

3 sgn HﬁRESW{&R GOSWAMI : They have also some shatt
ﬂflr' hré}hng ; f Gods it goes to the Government also. But then, 6%
b (é;g 1t situation has improved, it is not what it ought to .h'a\‘
S? Sedad i’?“ouﬁ parts of the State there is a scarcity conditio

17 - Speak of scarcity condition I particularly like to mentie
Cachar district Nongn gict s w AT 2
. 2 gong  district, Kamrup district and parte

Dibrugarh......... (A Voice - Wh ? : 2y I have ¥
L : I oice : at about Sibsagar ?) 12
1nformat10n. n addition to that although the situation ¥
1mprq‘1’:d’ fet:l.lst(l;e:ﬁ 31126 pockets where actual scarcity condit.i(f‘

reval.s. Fraat tan our Government for one more thin

That they a\; }Sjeef} Out rice to neighbouring States like West Beng'
and nglpltlhe St;%gsq when it was not possible to stock all the ¢

procured 11 s ,.lth\];vas necessary also that somethmg_‘shmﬂ
be lent out to Irllelg Pouring  States in distress. Therefore, of

Government actually dld.-the right thing in lending out rice!
West Bengal and Mampur.. I believe that in doing §
.the Government made the point clear that if actually scarcl

~ condition arises in our own State, then the paddy or rice lent wou'

be returned immediately and that the Central Governmel

L A
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would come to our rescue immeédiately. Sir, while itwasa good
thing, on the other hand Government. have failed in meeting the
needs of the State also. Sir, our rationing system is actually
confined to a certain towns. There 1s no comprehensive rationing
and it is golden maxim that a Government that takes from the
people should also give to the people in times of need.

Sir, what is surprising is that the arcas which are scarcity areas
to-day, even from those areas procurement of rice was done. Even
from Dibrugarh, from Nowgong and from Cachar there was procure-
ment, but in those areas when the situtation has come to such a
condition that people are not getting rice or paddy, it was the duty
of the Government to rush paddy or rice to those places.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORAH:

says that Nowgong is a scarcity area ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Not the whole of Nowgong,
I said some of the pockets. I am gradually coming to that.

It was the duty of the Government to rush rice and paddy to
those areas. It was also’ stated in the papers and there were also
statements by no less a person than the President of the Assam
Provincial Congress that there was actually in the months of June
and July a scarcity condition in Cachar, and today we hear also of
scarcity condition in Kampur, Garubat, Jorabari, Jamunamukh, etc..
Paddy or rice have not been rushed into these places in the manner
it ought to have been done. Sir, I do not say that there is no rice
or paddy in stock. There are in certain godowns enough paddy
and rice and a situation is slowly developing where procurement has
become difficult because there is no room for keeping these things
and it has, as a result, acted as a damper on the price and the
cultivators have suffered a great deal. In certain areas the price
of paddy has gone down because of less procurement done by the
Government, In some areas the price of paddy is not even more than
Rs.5 per maund. In ..1angaldoi, Ahu crop isselling to-day at Rs.4-8-0
per maund. In certain other areas rice and paddy are being sold at
a price lower than the price fixed by the Procurement Depart-
ment. The other day a circular was issued about the price wherein
the prices for different Subdivisions were fixed, but in'the prevailing
situation although 'this price may help on the papers, the cultivators
will not'get that price. There was not that amount of procurement

which ought to have been there. So this ‘price is not actually
‘benefitting the cultivators. ‘ L, 30 b

May I know whether he

Mr. SPEAKER': Has not the tafget of ‘procurement for
Assam been reached ? eh 4 L ' :
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B
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : The target for the Statcﬁ_a‘:
Assam has already been reached. But as there are no free mﬁ:’;
ments of paddy and rice, the traders cannot bring lllcn‘l to the plugi:
where they are actually wanted. On the one hand (m\'crnme:utt'i
not taking all the paddy that a cultivator may want to sell and @ |
the other they are not allowing the cultivator or the trader to @f |
the paddy to the places where it is actually wanted. Therefore thess
1s a damper on price in one area if there is plenty, in the o=
if there is scarcity. In the surplus area the cultivator is not getting
per price and in the scarcity area people are not getting paddy. A&
matter of fact in those areas of Nowgong that I have mentioasf
above, in Tingkhong area of Dibrugarh and in some areas s
Cacl}ar 1t 15 not so much the availability of paddy but the p& |
chasing power of the People which is the villain of the whole dramé
In Nowgong recently we have a report of a starvation death of agh
of 5 years of age. She was the daughter of one Bankars -
Sﬁ akar of Kapasban bazar in Mouza Namati who died of starvaties
\(AII ill B%nala Kanta Borah: It is not true). I will reply to that alie"
ards. lhen there is another report, we know, of a widow of latcBasiﬂ |
SiF. thers '8aon who set fire to her house with children inside
2 S report that in the Kampur area though the price &
: s selling paddy is Rs.9-8-0 Pc?r bmal:: |
Suppl ini ¢ O Purchase it. It may be sai (L
pm?vgry iI\S/h;l;szerghc:'\{?ll It 15 not my fault that the puerasm‘
sound  quite Plau(s:'b.] So far as the argument goes lltt mh‘t'.i
. 10 Mmeaning unlessl '@, but at the same time a.Vallabl 1 Yrid \
i Iso musltt h has  some relationship with the IP,I‘ |
sople. T ave some relationship with the p}lirff 12:13;
dition thig Arpeta, Dhubri and Cachar areas w el;: llaﬁ |
Ur years, Py nO5tly due to the failure of crop for the I
of the Nowgong distri articularly jn Kampur and Jamunamukh ares -
People there wp,, anCt °rop failed for the last three or four years, an
Power. W o Jostly cultivators have lost their purchasin

e haye b 5 2 '
Sent to schoo] by s‘;?ﬁnléezilnnag rnt(il;;:mha.rrowing tales of children beint

people are ot able

Sir, thiS iS a si > o |
it is necessary ri,tf ?ltll:nGWhlch demands two things. (1) In these ares
relief to the people. T SYCrnment to subsidise food so as to giv
have made rice and’ t dwlll 10t do if the Goverment simply say, “W
price”. It is the dut paf dy available to the people in the prevailial
brought down ev )lr)o the-G-ovcmmem to see that the price ¥
Minisgtcr 0 hY SUbSIdISing goods. I know, Sir, that the Suppl

12y say that Rs.5,000 has been made available for tEai |
purpose. But what is this amount?

. : I have p i all the figure
by a responsible friend of mine and frgm e:}x:atg}vg:n say that ol
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the 28th of July paddy was sold at Rs.9-8-0 per maund at Kam-
pur and only 200 persons collected in the retajler shop there
Whereas there are about 40 000 people suffering from starvation
and hunger. The whole crux of the problem is that although there
IS enough paddy people do not have the purchasing power to pur-
chase the paddy at this price. Unless we can engage these people
In some productive activity or in some nation building activity
like boat making and other things wherefrom they can get
Some money till then this situation will not improve
and it is the duty of the Government, which has
vital relation with the food problem of the State, fo see that there
1S co-relation and co - ordination between the Supply Department
and other Departments whereby they can augment the purchasing
power of the people. Unless this is done, this situation will continue
and as a resultit will be a threat to the security, safety and
tranquillity of our State. This factor should also be taken into
consideration. Because there is no embankment in the Barpeta area,
the two streams— one coming from the Beki river and the other
from the Brahmaputra—flooded the Bagbar, Mandia, Jaina and Se-
nga arcas and damaged the standing crops for the last two or
three years and the jute crop on which most of those people depend
for their livelihood has also become a losing proposition to them.
Thus the people of those areas are also suffering because they
have not got the purchasing power. What the Government js sup-
plying, it is impossible for them to purchase at the present price.
So, when we look at the food situation we have also to reckon with
this situation. It will not help matters if the Supply Minister says
that so far as he is concerned and so far as his Department is
concerned he has not failed in his duty. It will also not help mat-
ters if he says, **Well, what shall T do if the people have not got the
purchasing power™ ¢ T am not criticising the Supply Minister alone,
I am criticising the whole Goverment or the whole Ministry because
we find that there is lack of co-ordination and that they have not
been able to grasp the whole situation into account. Therefore
we find the problem of scarcity. It is the duty of the Government
to see that the people of the scarcity areas get the paddy at the price
which is withiu their means, Sir, I have reports that in the Kam-
pur area thoug_h there are t.hree rivers, namely, Kopili, Jamuna an_d

0. So, the Government should have sympathetically considered the
situation and allowed the people to make use of the pumps at a rate
which was within their means or it was necessary for the Government
to allow the use of the pumps free of charge at least for some time
during the cultivating season. Had it been done the scarcity
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- situation would have been greatly mmlm'lsc(l .;’md llt'ccgggl
a gre: ief. But such was no :
would have got a great rel . the Cachar B
Government. Sir, I know also that A f rice in the me
a similar situation has prqvaxlcd whc;‘c the price o al)o.lll RS 35
of June was soaring  high and it (:am(».tul o
maund or near about. Fair-price shops have Nl-i ere 000
true, but the price at which ll!c rice 1s scllmp;l i il
it is'mot within the means of the poor people 0\,i2w
Sir, with this object—to bring these areas 10 th}c &
Government I have tabled this Motion ;u‘ul 1 O
ment will consider the situation in that light. ‘Ilslb E;
to be tackled not only by the Minister for -U};Pllé_
should be taken as a problem which concerns thc;‘t;% oor P
ment. It isa question of loss of purchasing power o ‘bp!s
ple which the Government should take into account (.'\'Cl:)t ?)c
- sing paddy and rice so that this scarcity situation may n ddy Wt
It is a sad sight that in some areas there is plenty of P}i; tyin o
the cultivators are selling at a price which is very ]uw,' lll_va 3
areas we find there is scarcity and starvation and other culti o, W
not allowed to take their paddy to the scarcity areas for sa et
there is improvement in  the situation, restriction of mov.ew 3
paddy may be necessary from the procurement point of VieW 2

. . . " ; i 0 ClR
such restriction must not be there if it impedes the free mov

3 TR
of paddy from one Place to another when there is scarctty i
area and so t

. s % g UL e, U
: his restriction should be removed. Ifltl is do;ns
will be normal flow of paddy from one place to al?othcr g
the price wil come down to such an extent that it will be W

means-of the pgor people to purchase. '

With  these words, Sir, T commend my Motion &
acceptance of the House.

Mr-‘SPEAKER: The  Motion moved is: ‘‘This' As€

: ; - : 0
0 now take into consideration the fo
ation in Assam.’’ -

Shri MOHENDR A NATH HAZARIKA : w5 0z, i ¢
f?l T WM @ fete .gife A Tfbe oo oz frfes S y
@RI T3 T P Zrar G Stedtas 4ty smmta w4 TS
feata fasen fFgata o CFUZ | wany wifty fwaty faea dal 909 J
e S 9T A ey et sty AL fye frg HiZc 4t TV W
welta @A fits | ' | |

1

TAABT Wi I gt mpr mees sifae @ g @
gtz A3 7 4E T oy | frw awy qw e SN tm‘q
e 439 cotar JiB | curdrs 9t foraita wottpatrs a@ i st }{Tﬁ; ¢
qw7 cZiald FA (I3 | fT5 @B 5% TS 7 coitess e @B o3a 34
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_Shri MOTI RAM BORA. (Minister) :For the information of the

House, I may say that I have myself made an encpuiry into this situas
tion,

Mr. SPEAKER : Did the hon. Member make an enquiry as
President of the District Congress Commitee?

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : 2 gitq | firs 4177 9oika
TR Az @ AT Gl {7 At ol wegs SRR wity, oiRf@EiFr @
IPwEE w1 20g; 9% 9 gelRe TR T91 0xs @ @ 93w etta
MW @ify 7M8 f@Ets S8 47 (ot dmeln ey T 433 At eoleg g
e o 2w @t =7 @ Az TR A4S Afee | Givats oAl S8
WRg 4wy fFffRta gsl o W% | cosfEma fF Afesce 2 €z |

(CT4C3 BT @Bl TN 0Fg @ AT IF Q5139 ok wiw 515t wm fom
R crfatfa 1 @%ch BT @ wMd foats @3R3 A wim StEE W
R g @m0 T oRfRarw 58S @ 4 Gl Qo 77, 9atsars
TN 91 @B | ©lE TedR Al te sieE @iy (S atgg e <iferz t2fem
@ | eEfale Az1 el v TRAT A0 frodAfad wFn w0 Ceg |

W2fie fra=e qualvaToe A @lstiaa Tien $2) 020 |

Maza 4ta ISiF 73 FEEea 9% et Reag weEfRates e Tt
Yt @iia 5aFIA ESTFAN st Fewr Sliare Moy TIE 2SS catel
5 ES@?{, wiafF 12 dEfAlss Jpta Fiare srEkn tefhE | fes wdifs BB,

g ify wBiT Gws TR TEFIAT 2T AT 6T | Y QI Ao wie
| T qraigt Bests FfREta w79 A ilfem | @ ciicelicete SRS @ wd
% q15¢ FlaraczieT |

o azfAfTe aiET ol eteMutE ub T BEe sy, (F vewiNT waww Aq
Py saafates AT ataltar At Water Pump 3 wen sfifea fFe +4f
oacs @toles 2000 % B9 w0 fw amim clts @8ENT o8 AT A4
T34 = i 02l | Sy il caleata pawla Az A @2 BRIRE @t
E:ﬁﬁ 9T AFCTe TIE qFATT ¥ cAifwcmrzien |1 o7 Aigfer Redme al

2Pg g (1A ANTERACT 2AET 2004 B o ot aww czilh St
Yot atgzfEiFT @ Pump 3 teicis <y Bl T sz Ra fr Wy
S cetata I6S O1F B amm waiw aen A @ieen e dfense
NS warzee | AEnEen sainT T Relel @f Rewe awalf ofiayes sl
RS 3z 65 |

e

i fizew i foen wfewsia #m 13 2ars 79 «ica @ 9tne whs fate Atw-
? ity wsta cztar TG |

b O3 A fARats 5123 Mz amdife oAife efea eRfRas 5130 Aty

RIS g @EAS Tz wawa Al ) e @t 2igd | IR L)

\‘?jt-m 7 FEACE AT Fag A7 WFGF  ARswed aiwggm @&l frwea ok
B

L
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ZAla A= 4% ¥ A @ AF=rs o dereay cAlata 93l
3 Az T AfTre afts exfom 1 oFFard? Awigar 72T 4FICS IS
cAliS fog wgfam t=fom | cafzas atarras cafza w153 42 s 4
EEtS 2 @EtFrFar ww ww FfH afa o @R
FA F1T (733 Flad bawtaq g3 40 31 FRA T GAAE FA AR, M
GIFTFA 92 BIfF “tagt Bottwda Ffata o2 #fam | <

CEAltF T2 3t Alf Ay et waet Fraw 2wy AfFara 5awl4a @) G
3 449 a7 Frarats w1y 2Earace sawtan v 7 Atwnd goala (2EE 08
1T 2117 FIRTt Fy Flaata g g7 | o Arara @ GTES G
AT JCTRA 7T AN g Afary odad Tk wawa Azls ARITAE S
FAILY 7T @ Fhis wiag w13 atfeear, azics atazfaarw 2 57 el e
FE AMA ae atrics guaz g a2 wFEes Zfen A | 0] IR _
SAGT FAT At et <t iy whAR AR Tow 9 AeA | A
?x}hz:—a?;,gﬁ’g;mﬁca*l ¥ 863 | Gl croawldl e ed O3] A

IR SIS wmatite

o A

aj

s

Mr. SPEAKER : 515 1 TzraAtfis wwE ? 3

Shri MAHEND PR
e AHENDRANATH HAZARIKA : fi

T N cFrzE g g

TZEeltel  wF | cverafts ¥ T AU
AU g M Fw | o WAz coras awca AECAANe I8
St g l I T AT fSrars qrE «9rIAts arled 419 qlf@
' =k @etf"“"’ T Arwe atz gm AIm o | A2 il
'er I Qit:” € r- i '.'.':31:[ ﬁ X

GIE ECyTE Y e S 4 =t aAFlr  ATIAIA AF ;
Sl g ferate) | w¥ ferats) rwaw @@ A0 TR S

T
Sfeat Wr—‘?? m%f' 42 47 Feifirs freatd adern cerd 2 5 8
S (- T oot pw et afrm  Afaafa TEASES
AT T Ay ;r.’mmu @ fFg, w791 o1 wed A2 GFR O
TITS A1 fimg 1044y s a7 | 8

TIHTS T2 Bary s,
TS iy mmga?rg FIA st @, cwaA pAwEF AL
AT ZCAAf cen"mzﬁ:m.r AN @il S0 s awaca) e AT T
ST 5t iy ?:t‘ga@?- CST4SA FAfCAtG JAF Awfora (F3F 549 BE
(TS AFTA sy S2UBIA FHqrT Gt Al agslsa 3AF FT T

7 : . s A
ﬂtﬂfg%m it mamﬁft'ﬁ we TAZF cFFHA AT cAapltsTe | CIT49 é
CFCICTF FIT T gy ! FaACT w@7 | enfiy cpracs @3 00 67 OF

25T T gy & gzaamtacr N2EF TS s wiepaptz (@7 4T3 ‘51% ¥
77T T qfare | 2SS Amta csraew wgaty oAl ZAlCE 1 F AR

TA BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sif

; ‘riend, Shr; Hares i, for allowi
use an i I > 1 Hareswar Goswami, 1 i
the Ho SPPOTtunity s i gieh i the food situation of i

. .It =
countryh G‘IS- true" that there ig distress in certain areas
State. r. Goswamj’g speech wa to the ar

district of s confined more - and
of the ] o Nowgong, such as Kampur, Garubat, Jamu_
mukh and other places though he incidentally mentioned ga‘-w{ .

.J ‘
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and Kamrup ; but the main emphasis he laid on the food scarcity
N the district of Nowgong. As I come from the Nowgong district
and _Mmore particularly from a constituency where this food
SCarcity exists and as, unfortunately, I was born and brought up
I these flood-affected areas, I can say with greater personal
CXperience than any of my Friends here about the actual state
Ol things prevailing there. I feel that Mr. Goswami’s speech is
Very much exaggerated. It is true that there is distress prevailing
M some parts of the district, but while speaking about the ditsress
of the people, we must try to find out the reasons of the distress
and also ascertain the steps taken by Government to relieve the
distress of the people. Unfortunately, however, this aspect of
the matter did not find suflicient space in the speech of my Friend,

r. Goswami. These places, Kampur, Garubat, Jamuna-
mukh were at one time the granary of the district. Psople were
very happy and industrious. At one time this Kapili Valley was
the most prosperous valley not only in the Nowgong district, but
In the whole Province. But these very people are now suflering
from want of food, and starvation is staring them in their face.
What is the cause of it ? It is not that the people are not indus-
trious but Providence seems to be against them. = For the last three
years there have been repeated floods not once or twice, but
thrice in a year. Pcople fought the nature, they fought the floods
with as much courage as is necessary, but ultimately they failed.
The result is scarcity of food and low purchasing power of the
people. These repeated {loods have ruined the people economically
In that area. Sir, two kinds of people are inhabiting these areas.
One is the immigrants and the other is the indegenous Assamese
people. Fortunately, the immigrant people stood the flood some how
or other, as after the last year’s flood of October when the crop in
those areas were completely destroyed and even the houses went
under water, these immigrant people of Gurabat and Jorubat
Mouzas managed to grow good Boro paddy by cultivating this
paddy in the low lying areas of those Mouzas. But our people
who were not accustomed to cultivation of Boro paddy had to
face great difficulties.- Anticipating great hardship that might
appear as the result of the destruction of the crop we held a very
big meeting after the October flood to explain to the people the
situation that might <arise. It was one of the biggest meetings
that was ever held in that area. About 10,000 people 'attended
the meeting. In that meeting we took some decision. We
warned the people to take care from the beginning of the year.
People enquired how could they take care, and what.: Were our
suggestions to meet the situation. We suggested test rf:.he:f work
and growing of Rabi crops. The Government provided the
cultivators with seeds of Boro paddy and other crops also. That
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was done. I may inform the House that about Rs.60,000¢
spent in test relief work in construction of Kampur and J&
namukh Road where people high and low worked on
Works Department roads on test relief mecasure. In the Kam
Chaparmukh road about Rs.10,000 was spent in a similary
There were other similar projects which cnable pc:oplc to |
work and earn some money for three or four months. 4
Peop_le thus got work and did ‘not sufler. Jut as soon ass
set 1n, t.hCSC test relief work could not be carried on and tae
was practically no work to enable the pcople to cal mont
ThCFCfO{G the situation aggravated. Repeated floods \
1mpoverished the people and there was non-availability of wee
As a result, their sufferings became more acute. When the m
'Swas brought tobthe notice of the Government, Governmentig
ome action . piving the people paddy at concession Suey
When the Chic?;' %rfini.[:tcr W(I:nt Pio }Nr)\\');rr_gr)]l}_’;, peop'e Went s
a deputation to him at the Circuit House and explained &8
difficulties. Their demand was that paddy should be
available to them at a lower price. ]t was not a
as Mi. Goswami has said, that paddy was not available§
1t was the low purchasing power of the people which aggravas
the situation. In Jamunamukb, Hojai and Kampur there:w
huge stocks of paddy in the Government godowns, but the
culties were that people had no money t» purchasc the paddy.
low purchasing power of people could not be raised Dby m&
raising of slogans or by criticising the Government. It CalEs
raised by only definite constructive plan of work ‘cha]ke.d- ¥ 3§
both by the Government and the people, The first thing &85
Chief Minister did after his return from Nowgong was tigg
arrange-l to supply paddy to the people at some concession raté.
place of Rs.10-8-0 or so which is the controlled rate, Governm‘
arranged supply of the paddy at Rs.9-8-0 per maund and on &
account Government sanctioned Rs.5,000 as subsidy for the Ssupp
of this paddy at concession rate. I agree with Mr. Goswalss
that the amount is small, and that is not sufficient. Personally
would be happy if Government could be able to provide more mones
for the purpose. Besides this, Government opencd severz}l el
Grain Shops. I invite Mr. Goswami to visit the areas and instead ¢
criticising the Government alone let him put forward constructiv:
suggestions as to how the economic condition of the people cout
be raised. If that cannot be done, you cannot solve the problem;;
There is no real scarcity of paddy, or rice there. So I dont

understand how the suggestion of free movement of paddy, givt
by my Friend, Mr. Goswami, would have cascd the situation. AR
I bave already said it is not the question of availability or no!"“ﬁ“
availability of paddy, but it is a question of the purchasing pows
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of the people. So I cannot say what is the position in Cachar or
Gauhati, but from my experience of the Nowgong areas which
is also my constituency, I can say that 1t is the low purchasing
pPower of the people which has caused the distress of the
Peopie. ;
Now a -word about the report of the starvation death in
. Kapasbari which is also in my Constituency. I made enquiries
even from the responsible people of the locality there and I came to
learn that the report was not correct. It is a fact that the family
was poor and it may be that he could not arrange for proper
treatment, medicine, etc. It is not a fact that the child died
of starvation. About the burning of the house by the widow of
Badan Laskar, the report was highly exaggerated. That house
is not far from my viillage home. The house was roofed with
thatch which somehow caught fire and capital was made out of
it. Sir, now-a-days Kampur has become a very hot bed of politics.
The area is very progressive. There are educated people.
Shri MOTI RAM BORA (Minister): It is called the
‘Chhoto Kalikata’ (laughter).

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: Sir, there
~ big officers and other educated people in that area. Politics is
- most complicated there. Therefore, Sir, my submission is that
the statement of Mr. Goswami, which is mostly based on a Kampur
report must be taken with a grain of salt. I feel Government should
be more charitable and sanction more money. It is my Consti-
tuency and I have every right to say so, so that the distressed people
may be in a position to purchase the paddy at a concession rate.,

Now as regards the price of Aus paddy, Sir, my Friend, Mr.
Goswami, says that the price is lower than the Sali paddy. That
is bound to be so, Sir.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : What I said is that, Sir, in
certain. areas Aus was sold at Rs.4-8-0- per maund and if there
was free movement, it could have been available to the people at
lower price than what it is now, y '

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: Even if there was free
movement, the price would not have gone up. So far as Nowgong
was concerned, it was sclling at about Rs.6-8-0 or so per maund at
the beginning. Sir, about the real demand of the people, I must
say that it is 'oan. We have been requesting Government for
loans so that the people may somehow or other manage to cke out
an existence till the next harvest. As we know, this loan business is
a difficult business. I suggested to Governmexnt to arrange Ioan' to
the people through the ILand Mortgage Bank and Co-operative
S ocieties, etc., so that people could get the money at the least
possible delay when they are in extreme need.

are doctors,
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Unfortunately, this year where there were floods, there is cos
plete diought. Failure of crop is a certainty there.  So Iwel
request the Government to foresce what might happen there &
year and what steps they should take from now and to keep

_watch on the situation. People arc suflering from flood &
drought in turn and they are helpless against the act of G
CGovernment has got its duty to its people and I hope it will o8
forget its responsibility towards this suflering humanity. 3

Sir, the control of the Kuapili river is a most important thilg
1. 18 Kapili which has become the sorrow of the P"’OP!C O.f‘ "".;
areas. Ifit can be controlled, then paddy from this arca will p
only feed our own district but it will be able to give supplys
other scarcity areas of the State. Irepeat that if Kapili 15 G088
trolled, smiling paddy ficlds will appear on the banks of the 'l '
river again. With these words, I would request the hon.
to withdraw his Motion., .

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, W
are glad to get an opportunity to discuss the food situation 1 &
State. Unlike previous years, the situation has improved a lot angs
am not so unkind like my Friend, Mr. Goswami, to offer our thant
and gratitude -to God but I would convey thank and gralitu®
to God through our Supply Minister (Laughter). The situation i€
improved and our people generally are qclfing rice and paddy am
Assam has got that position now to export rice and padds
for the help of other necighbouring  States. ~ We CONgME
tulate the Government and the Supply  Minister ~partites
larly for this improvement, but I would also ask him Dot &8
be guided by a spirit of complacence because of the improved fo&
Situation. He has many more things to do. Wehave many efect
and because of the defect in the administration for procurement aBts
supply in the State, people in diflerent places of scarcity aré n&S
getting adequate supply of food like other areas of the State. R
3 Sli", we the people of Cachar have sent deputations to the preseis
upply Minister and also to many other Ministers and officers ¢
the Government ta lift the cordons within the district of Cachal™
particularly, we have tried to convince and explain to them abolls
it and I am sure they have been convinced Erom our facts ants
figures given to them. There are SO 1 : Clachar distric
where supply of rice and paddy i o e le iN
b ] ol paddy 1s very limited and peop!€ g

osc places have got to depend on other neighbouring areass

In this connection, I would like particularly to say _ aboul
Badarpur and Kaliganj. Sir, you know very well that Kaligan
area is very backward and very thickly populated by pool
scheduled caste people. They used to get rice and paddy by fhﬂﬁ
from Hailakandi Subdivision through a hill youte, but because of

this cordoning system those people have been deprived of this

"['he position of Badarpur, which is a thickly populated arca, i
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also very bad regarding supply of rice and paddy and people there
depend for supply on Katigora in Silchar Subdivision and for
this cordoning they are in great difliculty. These are the two
places which are well known for scarcity of rice and paddy every
year. There are also some more places which are suffering from
this cordoning system. If this cordoning is removed, the people
in the scarcity areas of the district will be relieved and the food
situation in those arcas will be much improved.

So, I would request the Government to consider this poirt
and particularly when the food position in our State has im-
proved—I say — remarkably, and therefore it is the opportune time
when the cordoning system within the district should be abolished
at the first instance. TItis also argued by the Government that
in Cachar there is every chance of smuggling of rice and paddy
to Pakistan. Sir, you know the position of Cachar. It is
bounded on three sides by hills and on the other side by Pakistan.
After the introduction of the Passport system, inter-Dominion
movement has almost stopped—as a result, smuggling has almost
disappeared and I have got information from authoritative
sources that price of rice and paddy in Jakiganj area in Pakistan
which is just opposite to Karimganj is lower than in Cachar. So
smuggling is not necessary. Apart from this, there are the
Enforcement Department, Customs, Police and other barriers to
stop smuggling by undesirable people. For these reasons, I would
request the Government again to abolish the cordoning for at
least a few months to see how it works.

Sir, I have also regeived similar reports from the border
areas of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. These areas are situated
within 15 to 20 miles of Shillong. These are Mawphlang and
Mawngap in which areas there is acute scarcity of rice and paddy
and people there are practically starving. It is reported that they
arc taking aram, potato and other wild products. The food
situation there deteriorated mainly due to bad communication.
We have got suflicient stock of food in Shillong and other places
in the State, and as our Leader pointed out that foodstuff cannot
be supplied timely to the pocket in scarcity areas, so people there
arc suflering. So, I would request the Government to improve
the system of transport so that people living in the interior and in
pockets may get rice and paddy properly in time. Jft

Sir, I would like to impress on the House about the condition
of Cachar district during the last June and July. During these
two months food situation was very bad and it is a fact and I say
with authority that the price of rice at that time rose upto Rs.40
per maund in Karimganj Subdivision. e _

Sir, the Assam Congress President, Shri Bimala Prosad Chaliha,
was in Karimganj Subdivision at that time. He visited places
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like Badarpur, Kaliganj and other arecas wherc there were gre
scarcity. On a personal inquiry afier visiting all those pl§
even in heavy rains just like a pucca Congress-man and a =
disciple of Mahatma Gandhi, he issucd a statement in rega
to Karimganj Subdivision to the effect that rice was sell§
at Rs.35 to Rs.40 per maund. But curiously enough, a stateme
was issued simultancously by the Supply Minister from Shillg
that the position of rice and paddy in Karimganj Subdivision
the Cachar District was quite satisf‘zi(tt;n'y. -
Sir, it is difficult for the poor pcople to reconcile these two stat
ments, 22z, 2 man of position who made a statement after personali
quiry and anotier peron holding a position making a statemen
basing on his office reports just like a burcaucratic ,--.dministni
Sir, I leave it to the decision of the House as to which statement
correct. From my side, I can say that T have seen personally th
rice was selling at Rs.40 per maund. But the Supply Min
says, ‘‘We had sufficient rice at that time, and there wash
purchasing capacity of the people”. If there is suflicient stog
at godown but— w77, 7 257, g3 fFq, e &7, 3
Sir, the people were starving not only duc to their low purcha

ing power but also due to the abrormally high price of rice, whi@
continued for some considerable time say, for more than a mont
or SO. 2 : .;

_ Sir, in the statement issued by our Supply Minister at tha
time, zdgd,l mf‘ the months of June and July, it was stated like this
By CE OO June we had 92,000 tons of rice in the Cachal
District and that was given through those Cheap Grain Shops ant
by first part of July there were 77,000 tons of rice”’. From th
report which we have_ got from authoritative sources, it was statet
that only 72 Cheap Grain shops had been opened at that time.
Now, we know that the population of Cachar District
neasly . 12 hlak]}éls and 72 Cheap Grain Shops were opened fof
them, I should naturally be guided by the belief that those
shops were opened surely for giving relief to the poor people. 1
Jeave It tof the decision of the House. Sir, when there was &
necessity lor ‘_;)2;)(:%1}?;; ® or 6 hundred Cheap Grain Shops, aftef
opening oty . d‘eap Grain  Shops the Supply »M'inister has
yentured to con ré} iIct the statement of the President of the
Pradcsh Qo“S’ ?SS ~-ommittee who had inguired matters locally. Sir
al to the House and o (J - e s

I appc. nirol and pro the Government to sce if thf:y can
relax this COC S ]}f Curement system of ricc and paddy in the
ot of aehHar 1t functions well, they can adopt a system
dual decontrol. e
of g2 I shall explain b i
Secondly, p:am_ by few facts and figures at my
nman how our Supply Department is inefficient in matters ol
co which is a vital sucker of the people. The Government

foodstufl - ¢ 3

|
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of India issued a press note on 15th April 1953. By that press note
they abolished all restrictions on wheat products, also the
restriction on prices of wheat products. That notification from
the Government of India was not published by our Government
for several wecks and even for several months. The Govern-
ment of West Bengal, after a few days, t.e., on 28th April 1953
informed to all miil-owners, steamer companies and other firms: that
all restrictions on wheat products including price have  been
abolished. The mill will be free for milling these products and
sell it. On an agitation which was sponsored by the Merchant
Association, Karimganj who sent a telegram to mew Delhi and
also to the Assam Government on 19th May 1953, the Government
of India immediately sent copies of the notifications about wheat
products to the Association, but our Assam Government did
not even care to reply to the telegram of the Association. Sir,
on the 12th June, i.e., after a lapse of two months, our: Government
issued a press note, by which they admitted that the notification
of the Government of India was right. I leave it to the House to see
iff it is fair for our Government to take more than 2 months
for issuing a notification of the Government of India for the
information of the people of Assam. What happened during
these two months ? The Government Supply Staft seized several
maunds of wheat products from the merchants in the Karimgarj

Subdivision and the loss thus sustained would amount to several
thousands. |

Mr. SPEAKER : You will please look at me and not to others.

Shri RANENDRA MOHON DAS: Yes Sir T am looking at
you but there is some attraction over there. I mentioned t_hese also
in connection with selling of sugar, V.O.P. and other things and

delay and negligence of our Government in publication of India
Government notification is criminal.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA : Sir, to mention sugar and
other things, I think is irrelevant.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : Sir,= incidentally I men-
tioned it. The Department which js constituted with so called
more efficient Minister who had also experience of those bureaucratic
administration, an I.C.S. Scecretary and with a Director who
is one of the most cfficient men  of the Government, it-is really
painful if they fail to tackle the sjtuation in 2 proper way. I
would request the Government to see if they can improve the

administration so that the harassment of the people and merchants
may not be made in Ruture
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With these words, I support the motion moved by my Friep®
Mr. Goswami. ,.

Shri A. ALLEY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not always s 1
on a subject with which I am not very familiar, but on this occasss
1 thought I would speak something, at lcast for the hill arcas. 3

Sir, I am sure everybody would like to have some discussion @
the food situtaion because food is the primary necessity of life am®
our life depends on food. Some months ago I remember I sat in¥
Committee. In that Committece we were told“that the suppsss
position had been rather unexpectedly good in Assam and som®
Members were even talking of full decontrol. But on hearing 888
Government and after some discussion we thought that it would BESS
at all be desirable to decontrol foodstuff at the moment nor eves
to relax what -was known as the cordon system. I think, S#S
the present food .situation in our State is V(_‘ry" encouraging, conse
dering our experience for the past few years. We have to cong
tulate the Government for what they have donc, though much s&%
remains to be done. If everything can be solved, there would be B
need for any Government. ~We know that our (Government af
trying to solve any trouble that we face from time to time.

Sir, in the hill areas there is no such thing as procurement
there 1s only supply, In my district of United Khasi-Jaintia Hi
there 1s supply in the towns and partial supply in the villages.” &8
is true that the people living in the bordering villages of both
Khasi Hills and the Garo Hills have experienced very  gres
difficulty since 1948, They have suffered terribly ; many of the®
had to_live on roots, fruits and other things. Government have
somewhat realised the position and are trying their best to mitiga
the hardship. = Although much yet remains to be done, the
Government have done what could reasonably be expected to BEE
done in order to relieve the distress of these people. From what
we have seen and heard from the people of these affected areas 3
we gathered that many of them do not get rice. Rice is the stapes
food for those areas. The people there do not grow any food crops =
They depgnd entirely on cash crops. Since Partition their cas
crops coul réOtI be profitably moved to Shillong, then to Gauhat
and then to alcutta for marketing. The suffering of the people ¢
these border areas is, to” put it mildly, very acute. But I supp@
the Government ar?‘ alive to the situation and will do what thes :
can. We are fgzrre ul to the Government of India—of course th
Government O Issham moved the Government of India—for giviné
2 sum of Rs. 5 lakbs f{-s subsidy in order to relieve the distress 0
the People- A_S you know, Sir, the cost of carriage of rice to thos
as is very high. Ifyou take rice from Shillong to a villag®

v :
ar - about Nongstoin...........

nea



19
53] MOTION 1959

Mr. SPEAKER: What about the Mawngap village ?

e, Shri A, ALLEY: Mawngap is all right, Sir, as there is a
Otorable road.

As T was saying, Sir, in the bordering villages Government have
X selling rice at Rs. 21 per ma‘und .a‘lthough_ the actual cost is
£ S about Rs. 30 per maund. _ The difference is met by Govern-
tnt from the subsidy. But, Sir, the only trouble is that although
PVernment have sanctioned 5 lakhs of rupees, it is not known
"Uether pecple are benefited to that extent. I have personally
%Jé‘vc doubts aboutit. I would be happy if even 3 lakhs of rupees
thcnt to benefit the people. But the fact is that almost half of
Vill. moncy disappears somewhere in between Shillong and the
ages. T suppose it cannot be helped, as some of our people, both

g{];cials and non-officials, are bad. But I suppose this problem will
S0 be solved in due course

been

Sir, the people of the affected areas and other areas who do not
§€t or grow much rice have started taking to maize and other food-
Stufls which are more substantial than rice, In this connection, Sir,
would like to speak something about making some of the hill
arcas sclf-sufficient in food. Tt is not good to be supplied with food
always from other arcas, which may also be suffering. If you can
Make our district self-suflicient in food, it would be a blessing not
Only to us but to the State as a whole. In this connection I am led
to speak something about Nowgong. We have just heard from the
on. "Member [rom Nowgong that the Kopili river has done
a2 lot of damage to Nowgong. Kopili river originates in the
Khasi Hills, somewhere in the Jowai Subdivision. It is met in
1ts course by two hill streams Umkhen and Umiam. These streams
are so rapid in their course that by the time they reach Nowgong,
Nowgong is flooded. I would therefore suggest that Government
should take steps to train these hill streams which meet in the
Killing river. If it is done, rice can be grown in those areas. Why
not tap the resources of these rivers ? Why not pump out water
and make small irrigation schemes ?  This will go a long' way in
making the State sclf-sufficient in food. We are trying to kuild some
roads in that area. Why not start irrigation work immediately ?
I would, therefore, request Governinent to take up this matter
and try to make these areas productive areas. :

There is yet another thing, Sir. Althoqgh rice 1;3 a very
important fOOC}, there are other fOOdStUHS, Wh.l.Ch bcand € grOWn,
for example, tapioca. Tapioca ;can- be;growitiu.;abundance in the
northern areas. The difficulty is that although they can be grown



1960 MOTION

But if part of it is caten and

they cannot be easily sold.
other places

marketted somewhere in Uttar Pradesh and
difficultty will be solved. 2
Only yesterday I came from Nongpoh and sat down HESS
man’s house where I found some spinning was going on. Thens
saw in his garden number of tapioca that he has grown. He 198
me that he could grow still more but for want ol market he COSZ
not do 50. This question of procuring market for such Pw.d“cc"
also an important consideration, Sir, while we are considering S5
food problem. ‘
Now, Sir, there is another thing which I must bring to the nOTES
of the Government. That thing, Sir, is with regard (o J

cultivation. How this system could be done away with? In “ o8
halls although there is paddy cultivation, wet cultivation 1s donzs
once a year. Paddy is not grown twice a year as 1S donc S
plains. I suggest that Government should take steps (o (eac dds
people fo grow wheat say after October or November. After padCess
had been grown, wheat can be grown there so that we getTice
the summer and wheat in the winter.
Then another thing, Sir, T want (o present before the GoVErig
ment. In this I am speaking for my own constitucncy. . yo‘sl':'
know, Sir, as you come up from Nongpoh you can scc vast ar¢Zas
of rice cultivation and this rice is also grown in sul'r“l.mdmg Y;]lagﬂ;;:_
But when a man brings his own rice in a jeep or in his own “ansfhoc.r;
he is arrested and fined Rs. 20 or 30, 50 or even 100 — Ob'l :
day Iknow of a man who was find as much as Rs. 500 by mODEES
court for bringing his produce in his own jeep from Byrni arca
these areas.

Mr. SPEAKER : We are not discussing aboutl
Please confine yourself to the point. - .

Shri A. ALLEY: But Sir, these are relevant becauscl Yas
can bring rice from these areas and distribute 1t O ot{ler arcat
which are in need of it, the food problem can be soived toa grch
extent. I only want to bring to the notice of the Government the
difficulties of those cultivators who want to bring their produce ]to
Shillong in their own jeeps. They were being arrested not onlty
under the Essential Supplies Act but also under the Motor
Vehicles Act. If you want to take rice from Nongp(_)h to
Mawngap, you have to come to Shillong, but in Shillong bringing
of rice is prohibited. So in order: to help these people, these

things deserve serious consideration. . .
__Sir, although we are all happy that the food. situation has
improved, I cannot support this Resolution in the sense that it says
that Governinent has not done anything......... (Shri Hareswar
Goswami—It is only for discussion, there is nothing to .SupP_OI‘t)
Anyway I am glad this has been brought in for discussion.
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Pen;onally I feel confident that the Government will consider all

these things and that we shall have better procurement and better
Supply in our State.

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I fail to
understand what the Leader of the Opposition has got in his mind,
.20 1ot know whether Mr. Bhattacharyya will extend his support to
1m in thanking God for the good production of food in the State of
ssam. I have followed his speech, but his statement is full of cons
tradictions. [n one place he says there is good production in Assam
and that even the price of paddy has gone to Rs.4 per maund, and
for that he gives his thanks to God I think he should have at least
the courage to speak the truth that it is not for the act of God for
which there has been plenty of rice in Assam this time, but that jt is
only for the policy adopted by this Government. I do not think his
‘riend, Mr. Bhattacharyya , ‘will support him in this. I quite admit
that there may be in some parts of the State some accidental difficult
problem in procurement, but this accidental problem also existed only
during the month of June. But now much of this problem has been
solved by the policy and procedure followed: by this Government to
whom all our thanks are due. I am surprised to find Mr. Goswami
in bis speech confined himself only to what has happened in the
month of'fune. Now we have come to the month of August and
September when, as I said, much of this food problem has been
solved. But Mr. Goswami has; not said anything for the present
time. As I said, I admit that in a society there may be and there
will be some accidental food problem, but our thanks are due e
Government by whose policy they can takie the problem tactfully
and have solved the food problem to 2 great extent.

Now, Sir, in this connection I have also watched for sometime
Past that some people with Pakistani mentality were trying to
cry down the procedure or policy that is being followed by our
Government or our Party in the matter of procurement........

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: I object, Sir, I am not a
Pakistani. (laughter). - :

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: 1 said, Sir, that
there are somec Pakistani mentality  people (loud  laughter,
in Assam whoare trying to undo what this Government wag
trying to do for the best interest of this State. I say also that the
Procurement system followed by our Government has been successful
in solving to a great extend the food problem of the State so much
so that they are in a position to come to the help of our neighboyr-
ing States like West Bengal and Manipur. So, Sir, I say thag my
Friend, Mr. Goswami, should at least have the courage to speajk
the real truth in these things. He should have come fO.rWal‘d before
this House fo speak only the truth, that is to say, that it was due to
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the wise policy followed by this Government that the food probs
has been solved instecad of saying only half-truths and showering'
his thanks on God. Let him sit here without doing anythclgs -
let us see whether God will come to feed him. Certainly Gods
not come and drop food in his mouth ! There may be scarcitye
dition in some parts of the State, but Government by its policy &
been able to solve the problem toa great extend. ImeF
Mr. Goswami," is sincere, he should realise that iL was due (0N
policy followed by our Party that has practically successfully Sl
the food problem in Assam. S !

Then, Sir, with regard to procurement, it is a fact that o
cannot be taken from one place to another in grecat QUanis
But if we go to the rules we will find that this cordon systcmn ate
‘the consumers to carry 10 tol2 maunds of rice or paddy from @
place to another. There is no restriction in this. A customer Cal A
from 10 to 12 maunds without any permit. Now, my }"rmnds wants
exaggerate all these things against the Government just t0 make.
big name for themselves. But as I said at the beginning, if they
really sincere, they will find that because of this procurcment Syste
this Government has bheen successfal in solving this problem. A
Goswami has brought this Motion now to gain cheap populan
when he finds that Government have practically solved the food pa
blem. But I say that he will not be successful in his such attem
Our Government, our party, stands for justice and do things w
reasons. Therefore, instead of introducing such a Motion I requé
my Friend to come forward and co-operate with the Govern
in making the Five-Year Plan successful, and in that way Ass
will be able to give a lead to the whole of India, and thus the peop
the children of the soil, shall know that their representatives are
doing their duty. The Opposition parties in other democratic-Cou
tries come forward with constructive suggestions. With such a
structive idea my Friends should come and help the Governmen
If they see with'open eyes, they will find that cordon system
necessary to stop paddy from going to Pakistan. I expect my E'rier
in the Opposition to cultivate the habit of placing before the Gover
ment constructive ideas and suggestions, through wbich the
ernment can be successful in executing their programme successful
Instead of doing this the Opposition party tries to throw dust on
Congress party which isin power and criticises their policy
nothing. “uch things.........

Mr. SPEAKER : Arec you discussing the matter ?

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: I am trying to she
how the Opposition Party is making arguments and criticisi
the policy followed by the Government in regard to cordon syste
and stating that this policy should be discontinued. Rather I say
that policy should not be abandoned for the present, but instes
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I request my Friend, Mr. Goswami, to withdraw his Motion in the
light in which he has placed it in this House.
Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, originally I did not want to take part in the discussion, but
after hearing the learned speech of my Friend, Shri Narnarayan
Goswami, I feel very difficult to restrain myself and I am grateful to
him for his kindly making some mention of me. But I am sorry
that perhaps I shall not be able to oblige him with the attitude
which he anticipated of me. The Motion before the House is
meant not to condemn the Government or to condemn the Congress
Party. The Motion before the House is to discass the food situas
tion in the State and to place suggestion of the Legislators, whether
they be on the Government side or on the opposite side, and there-
fore the question of attacking and counter-attacking either party does
not arise here. ‘I'he question of food is a problem which 1s, accord-
ing to our opinion, above party politics and therefore we want to be
one with all people of good will irrespective of Party affiliations to
serve the country and to solve the food problem of the people,
When Shri Hareswar Goswami moved his Motion he also did the
same thing. He p'lacc_d certain concrete suggestions in  the context
of the situation which is prevailing in the State. I am glad to see
that Shri Mahendra Hazarika and Shri Bimalakanta Bora of Now-
gong have a]sp appreciated _that. tllf:l'e is really a food problqm in the-
country, particularly in their District.  There may be difference as
to whether the problem is from the point of production or from the
point of distribution.  But it is admitted on all hands that if there
had been no food problem there would have been no Procurement
Departnient, no SI}PPIY Department, no cordon systém, no rationin
and no Supply Minister (laug/zfcr)_ Therefore the facts that have
been placed here.go to prove that there still persits a ford problem
in our State. Now we are to see whether the problem has beep
acuter or it has been lighter or whether the problem remains as it
was or it has taken_ a neéw turn. I think Shri Hazarika and Shri
Bora were correct in their statements that so far as our State is con-
cerned it is primarily the distribution side that is creating the food
problem, and not so much the production side.- Yet I beg to  sub-
mit that there still remains the problem on the production side
also. But distribution side has become of course a very important
side just now. There may be sufficient focd in certain Government
stocks, in certain arcas or in certain granaries. The assertions that
have been made may be quite correct that in certain places there
are huge stocks of food. But it is also equally correct, as I know of
acts, that side by side there is starvation, there is scarcity, there
is want, there is hunger and also death. Some of my Friends ¢
the Government side jumped off at the very mention of death. They
might come and say ‘that there has been no starvation death
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When an instance 1s given it is said from their side that such des
1 in die of starvation just In the same mant
as he dies when he receives a bullet. When a bullet strikes 8
heart of a man he at once falls on the ground, makes some moie
ment of his llmb? and then expires. That is not the case with stap
vation. Starvation does not bring death to a man instantaneous$
It gradually weakens and devitalises the victim and ultimate®
diseases that follow starvation bring death to him. So, when we spe
of starvation death we are to sce whether a man dies because &
having no food to eat for some days, and whether it causes the dez
ultimately, because starvation is followed by attack of resuld
diseases. That is the point to be considered. If the immed®
cause be taken as the sole cause of death then the Government o
very well claim that there is one and only onc causc of death in 0%
State—it is not starvation, not discases, it is ¢ heartfailure’ becaus
whatever might be the near or distance cause of death the ultimal®
result is ‘‘heartfailure” (laughter).! We, however, say that one dis
from this or that disease and that 1s how people dic¢ of hunger ans
starvation though it is a death by inches. This point should not&
ignored and we should not think that if the death by starvation®
admitted then everything collapses, that our Gongress Raj collapses
Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA : This Government will cols

lapse.

o Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : In the proces
of the efforts there arc many difficulties. Why should we bess
that if we admit the truth that the problem has not y&

nervous ;

been solved evC_I’Ythl.ng goes to our discredit ? Pcople may h:n:e

to suffer in the 1nterim period of solution of the problem. This

does not discredit the Government provided therc 15 an honest
t the very name

effort. SO those people who are very nervous a \
ation-death seem to think that their own Government is

of starvall think :
only a hous¢ of cards. Now, if it is contradicted, I may cite several
other. instances of starvation deaths not only in Nowgong distriet,

. other districts as well. For instance, in the Cachar district

in . : -
bit ipur Police Station one tribal girl died of starvation. This

in Lakh .
;?reported in papers. Then in Sibsagar....

pri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : On a point
Sir, newspaper reports should not be cited in support of

: ordef, g T
of jon unless he can take the rcsponsublhty for such

ones Content

rcporSt;ri RANENDRA MOHON DAS: Was it countradicted ?
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I am not
going only by paper reports. There is a letter from a very res-
ponsible person from Sibsagar and in that letter he has stated that
in the district of Sibsagar in the Panidihing Mauza following
persons died as a result of starvation. These are the persons and
their villages—

c“frgial MR Gals Aata iR Jgreaia Wz 9w w@iw S —

gic Sihg
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(dy) @wl T celat=t (ell=t cptata)) ... FiFen T She |
Voices from the Government benches ——What is the name of

the gentleman ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Shri Promode
Chandra Gogol. He was the Secretary of the Sibsagar District
Kishan Sabha. ‘The letter is dated 5th September, 1952.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Sir, will my Friend
give a COpY of the letter so that 1 may enquire of the matter ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Ghief.Minister): Was the
matter brought to the notice of the Government ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: The matter
was brought to my npticc subsequently. I have brought this
matter to the notice of the Government because 1 have got this
occasion, If 1 would have got such an occasion previously I
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would have brought it to the notice of the Government earii

Now the point is, T am not fighting on technicalities and
hope our Chief Minister will also not fight on technicalities. S!
only request to Government is to consider whether this is a sa
ject matter fit to be enquired into that there has been chron
scarcity of food in this Panidihing Mauza of the district s
Sibsagar. '

e
-
-
-

-

Mr. SPEAKER : You will please pass on the letter to
Revenue Minister who has already assured the House that
would enquire into the matter.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Yes, Sir. \F as
passing the letter on to the Revenue Minister. 'There 13 another thisn
which, of course, my Friends Shri Hazarika and Bora_have adm
ted anditis that food scarcity is there. In the first phase of
food scarcity prices rise higher and higher and then the pt
lose the purchasing power as it goes beyond the recach of @
common people. And the second cause, which 1sa corollary
the first, is that the people’s economic condition has deteriorage
and the 3rd cause is that many pcople have become unemploye
and they have no land to produce food. So we_ Sc€ that thoug
there are granaries of rice near about and though rice is-availabs
at Rs.20 per maund, many a man cannot purchase bccau§e
the fact that he has no money, he is unemployed and even if |
has some money it is so small that he cannot purchase the nece
rice for himself and his family with it. Now, if we want to"Solw
the problem, this aspect of the question needs tackling. _Them!
another aspect of the question, thatis the production side.
the supporters of the Government it has becen contended ) that we
have sufficient food-stufl’ in the country as a result of which no
““only can we meet our own requirements, but our Government hg
“been able io export large quantities to Manipur and West Bengal
But one memorandum has been submitted to the Government_-[:i
 the Assam Rice Millers’ Assosiation. In that memorandum a copy
‘which has come to ourhand also, it has been stated thatwhilen 1951
2 Autumn production in our State was on 9,17,400 acres yielding
about 2,46,200 tong and winter crop was on 31,33,700 acre
yielding about 12,25,062 tons according to the forecast of the
Agricultural Department of the Government we find that. (I, do
not know the final figure, if ready, Government will please enl
ghten the House) Autumn crop was on 9,46,700 acres, and
“winter crop ‘was on 28,12 200 acres, So in terms of acreage al
‘‘least, there has been a fall in winter production, that-is, while i
- 1951-52 it was 31,33,700 acres in 1952-53 it has come:down
28,12,200 acres. Now, we find from the Government notification i
the Assam Gazette,...
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Mr. SPEAKER : What is the figure and ending on what date ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Sir, it was the
forecast: of the Agriculture Department for the year 1952-53.

In this connection we may also compare the cost of living of
the rural area according to the Government’s own notification
which appeared in the Assam Tribune, dated tle 26th May 1953,
There we find....

Mr. SPEAKER: Please do not refer to any newspaper,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I am referring
to the Government Notification which was published in the news-
paper, Sir. Now, we find that in January 1952 it was 174- 6 and
injune-.]uly it was 148 taking 1944 as the base year. Then so
far as the working class cost of living is concerned, in March, 1953
itwas 131. As compared to that we find that the price that the
agriculturists received for the things they sold in the period August
to December 1950, it was 171'9 but then in }952 December it came
down to-125'8 whereas the price they paid to purchase their neces-
sary things was in 1950 August-December 158'9 and in 1952
December it was 141°8. Thus we find that in their receipt side
there- has been a fall—a greater fall than in their expenditure side.
As a result we find this great disparity. Taking 1941 as the base year
the economic parity of the farmer stands at 1082 in 1950, but
it has fallen to 887 in December, 1952. That is the econ’omic
condition of the peasantry, which has deteriorated very much. If
that be-the position of our rural population then itis only natural
that even if therc be greater stocks lying in the Government god-
owns, than in 1950, they may yet not be able to purchase and
consequently they starve. That position is to be taken into con-
sideration by every well meaning citizen of this State so that the
problem - can: be tackled and solved. Now, we know that the stan-
dared is: not and does not remain the same in all the districts of
the State and atall times. Tor instance, Nowgong was a granary
of Assam. Cachar was till a few years ago self-sufficient in food.
Now we find that there is scarcity in these very Districts and that
has been admitted by the Government. Everybody knows that
Hojai, Lanka etc., were granaries of the State. Does it not make
any difference if a girl dies there for want of food ? We should
not allow ourselves to be sidetracked. The issue of all issues is
whether there has been scarcity of food in this area, or not ?
Whether a considerable percentage of the population in that area
has been starving or half starving ? And if it 15 50, why it is 5o ?
That reason should be found out and tackled. It cannot be tackled
simply by producing more food in a part1cular area; we should
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see whether it is being equitably distributed in all the areas, I
am not advocating that ¢very Thana and every village should B
made self-sufficient in food ~production. That is bad economics
When we are going by the road of planned economy, when We
are taking part in planning our State as a whole, we cannot Just
take a policy where every village must be sell-sufficient in produe-
Ing everything it negds. For example, in the Khasi and Jamti?l'ﬂ
if potatoes, oranges or Tezpat can be produced more easily
abundantly at a less cost than in the plains districts of Assam, thea
these should be produced in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. If{Nowgong
1 in a position to produce paddy more economically and profitably,
she should grow more paddy. If some arcas of Kamrup can producs
more jute, they should be specialising in that thing. If Sibsagar and
Lakhimpur can produce more tea, they should produce more tea
and so on. But in the matter of distribution, we should see that
the people of Khasi and Jaintia Hills for example, who produce
potatoes, oranges etc. do not starve for want of rice and other
necessaries.  We cannot do that by increasing the food production
alone. We know that in Belgium the density of population X
800 Per sqr. mile, in Great Britain it is 750 per sqr- ml_le, "Yhef?”
- 1n India it is only 250 per square " mile. Our country 1S primarily
an agricultural country. People here mostly depend on agriculs
ture. While Great Britain could feed their population, why cpuld
we not do so with a lesser density of population, and especially
when our country is an agricultural country ? Why are we 1o go
to America, Siam and other places for procuring food ? This i
because we have no proper planning. 1In spitec of my sympathy
for my Friend, Mr. Alley, I cannot agree with him that Jhum culti
vation should be encouraged, because it will ultimatety do na
good to the country. But I cannot tolerate the position why the
people of Mawngap and Mawflang at a distance of only about
15 or 16 miles from Shillong should starve. That cannot be tole-
rated. It is also reported that people in the rural areas in the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills are given only 11 to 16 chhataks of rice
per week.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1-30 pax.
After lunch

Sir ]_'S i GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Mr, Speaker,
2 V\ff‘as saying that in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills only at a dis-
tance ol some 15 to 16 miles from Shillong people are not getting
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adequate rice ration and the less is said about the border areas the

Ctter, because in those areas only 1seer and 5 chhataks of rice is

eing supplied per head per week. We should remember that as a
result of partition of the country these border areas have lost thejr
Natural trade communication with Sylhet. So the supply of rice,
fish and other catables which the people there used to ‘get from
Sylhet has been totally stopped and if they cannot be compensated
by a flow of food grains from within the State then naturally the
Position of those people can be better imagmc‘d than described ; but,
in this long period of Congress Government’s rule the position of
concrete help to these people has been practically negligible except
of course the Shella road and the airstrip which serves only 5 villages
When the border area in the Khasi Hills is about 150 miles long.
And this air-strip which serves only 5 villages also functions for only
winter months and not during the rainy season. 1\'101‘c0ver, these
people, the entire people of these border arcas arc dependent on pro-
duction of oranges, Tezpat and such other things. Our Government
says that it is not proper to increase and encourage the Jhuming
method of cultivation. I agree; but if we do not allow ~“them to
continue Jhuming method of cultivation and, at th{:: Same time, if we
do not give them adequate ration, how can they live ? The result
has been that the people there are starving. :

Last year, I had been to these areas and after some weeks our
Chief Minister also went to those areas. I am sure, the Chief
Minister will agree with me that when he saw the. faces of the people
of those areas his heart must have been throbbmg with fce]ing
because those people who at one time were sturdy and hard-workin gj
have now become pale and emaciated, there are apparent signs of
anemia and dropsy and hundreds of them are on the pojnt o s
vation-death and some people in desperation have gone over to
Pakistan simply for want of food. They have not gone to Pakistan
for the love of Pakistax'x bu_t they have gone_there for food, My
Friend, Mr. N. Goswami, still says that there is no fooq preblem i
the country !

- Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI : I did not Say that the food
problem was fully solved, but I said that it was partly solyeq.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA 5T Aoy
Sir, my Friend has admitted it. .

Not only in the Khasi Hills, the position in tl}e Lushaj Hij
better—perhaps, it is worse. Because of communication in the Lushai
Hills the position there is far worse and I have the_mformation that g
Dao there cost between Rs.7 and Rs.8, whereas in othe1_~ pParts j¢ jq
about Rs.3. Now, it may be asked why I have brought in ¢ & pri
of Dao here in discussing food ? It is because in those areas people

S 1S not
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depend mostly on Dao as Jhuming is the prevailing method of culis
vation there and we have not been able to introduce terrace cu!tt
tion in those areas, or in spite of our schemes the high alti
method of cultivation could not be introduced and the archas
method of cultivation with Dao is still existent. But the priceof
Da(_) is Rs.7 or Rs.8. These peopie are to mostly depend on 1008
tapioca, etc. and are thus gradually losing their strength and vitaligs
If this is the condition in the Hiil areas, if condition in the rie
bowls of Assam, namely, Hojai, Kampur and Lanka, is not what :
used to be, if Cachar—-a surplus district has become 2 deficit one ans
a problem district from the point of food, if there 1is scarcity of o
in Sibsagar district, then how can we say that in the State as a Wits
we have solved the food problem, or we are nearing solution ? W8
have not been able to solve the food problem. It is there. ~Formes
production was a great impediment and now distribution has becomt
a greater impediment. iy
~ Under the circumstances, we should see whether the policie
foliowed and steps taken by the Government are adequate or whethe
they are really made for immediate solution of this problem. — =g
Now, how this problem can be solved from the point of view &
production, how can the huge agricultural man-power be harnesses
to productive labour ? What the Government is doing while the
is scarcity in Kampur, Hojai and Lanka areas ? Irom the repore
we get from newspaper correspondents and also from our persol
enquiries we have learnt that hundreds of peasant families are beins
evicted, thousands are served with notices of eviction.....

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): What for ?

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Because it 8
alleged by Government that they have encroached upon Governmed
land. But why they have encroached upon Government land ? It®
because Government have not provided these peasants with land, B
it not the duty of the Government to provide land to these prim
producers of food, so that they can produce food for themselves an
the country ? If you cannot "give other avenues of employment,
you cannot industrialise the country, in that case you have got &
depend on the' primary method of production, otherwise this hugt
man-power not only becomes useless, but worse than that, it become
a problem and not” an asset for the State. But the Government has,

as a matter of fact, been denying la : Tl s ont
L nd to the peasants. nat 1s on
of the failures of tfle Govcrnr);er%t. et l

Mr. SPEAKER : I think, you are concluding.

k_Shri.' GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Yes, I am
making Concluchqg remarks. The second failure of the Government
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‘has been that these peasants who have small or medium holdings or
those cultivating in other’s holdings were not given necessary
resources for implements and cattle.

Mr. SPEAKER : It is something away from the subject.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Now if the
Government wauts more production by these peasants it is the duty
of the Government to supply them adequate agricultural loans so
that with that they can parchase necessary cattle and also necessary
implements. But, Sir, what we see in the district of .Nowgong ?
40,000 culfivators in Jamunamukh area have been given only
Rs.5000 as agricultural loan whereas one single individual Shri
Jawaharmal Agarwalla who is a money-lender and stockist of jute and
.paddy hasbeen sanctioned a loan of Rs,80,000! That is the primary
care which is shown to these primary producers !

Mr. SPEAKER : Is that agricultural loan ?

_ Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : We know that a
trader, money-lender and stockist has been given a loan of Rs.80,000
whereas 40,000 cultivators have been given agricultural loan
amounting to only Rs.5,000. I am showing thesc two things side by
side. This is the pattern of love of the Government for the peasants !
This is the Ramraj for them !

Next, we see that apart from evicting the peasants and not giving
‘them implements, In the matter of distribution of food we know full
well that certain areas have become scarcity areas and Government
has not made adequate provision for those areas.

My, SPEAKER : I think you have finished.

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHAYYA : I nced only one
minuté more.

Mr. SPEAKER : Excuse me, “you may sit down please.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Sir, the subject-matter
of this discussion under the Motion moved by my eminent F riend,
Mr. Goswami, pertains to Revenue Department as well because in
the matter of granting relief to the distressed people in the scarcity
‘areas the work is done by the Revenue Department with the concur-
rence of Finance. It is therefore proper that I should speak a few
words on this subject and place certain information in the possession
of the Government before the Members of this House.

At the outset I must express my thanks to the Leader of the
"Opposition for drawing the pointed aftention of the Government to
certain scarcity areas of the State. But I feel, ®ir, that my Friend
while painting a pictur(? of scarcity in this State has made exag-
~ gerations on a lot of things. It isnot the case of the Government
that there is no scarcity condition in some parts of the State, but
~ that the scarcity conditions are very local in nature and are due to
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local causes. What steps are being taken by the Government in &
regard, I will come to that later on. Before coming to that aspest
the thing, namely how relief is given, what steps are taken®
- Government to give relief, I would like to.submit one thing in rega
to the matter on which great stress has been given, i.e. in resped
the allegations made by my Friend Mr. Goswami about starvat
death in the district of Nowgong. He has referred to cases of
vation deaths in the district of Nowgong.

Sh_ri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I referred to one Cats
starvation death and another case where a widow was setting -‘
her house.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): I would come to &
My Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya, who is sitting by theside of Mz
Goswami has realised the untenable stand of Mr. Goswami and s
tried to twist it by trying to explain it in a clever manner. He b
stated that the cases of starvation deaths referred to by Mr. Goswas
may not be actual starvation deaths but these deaths may be @
to other causes, i.e. mal-nutrition etc., etc. .For the information ¢
this Hon’ble House I should like to say that not only there have b¢
no starvation deaths in Assam, even there have been 1o deaths d
to causes like mal-nutrition or things of that sort. R egarding allegs
starvation deaths I do not know wherefrom my Friend, Mr. Goswas
has got this precious information. This matter was enquired by ¢
Government and what Government found after making enquiys
the matter ? It has been found that there has been no basis for
Not only that all the members of the family in which this starvat
death is alleged to have taken place were examined and they we
all found hale and hearty. There was therefore no death even by m
nutrition. That is the report we got after the enquiry by Governmes
Thercfore to say that there have been starvation deaths or death
aggravated by other causes such as mal-nutrition is wide of the m
Now, Sir, my Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya, has read out a CCii&
Jetter on the floor of this House wherein it is’ stated that there h¥
been a large n:umber_ of starvation deaths in the State of Assam.
one village in jthe district of Sibsagar, he has stated , that there hay
been a large number of deaths, but when, Sir ? According to him |
pccurred in September 1952 ; and we are now dicussing this ma
in S_cpt_ember 1953, i.e. about a year ago there was a large number
starvation deaths according to my Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya.
precious information about a large number of starvation deaths w&
r&ot brought to the notice of Government by an member of th
State. I do not know wherefrom and when my riend Mr. Bha
tacharyya got this information.
month of September, 1952. I met Mr. Bhattacharyya about a moni
back at a meeting at Gauhati. 1 have been mectislflyg him for the
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6 or 7 days in Shillong. Not only that, I remember to have met him
in Shillong on other occasions. But this very serious information,
that a vast number of people died of starvation was not brought to
my' 'notice. He being a responsible Member in this House could
have at least brought the matter to the notice of Government so as
toenable Government to make an inquiry whether really such a
serious occurrence took place. ¢

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA :
was brought to the notice of the S. D, O. and the local Government,

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Any way, Sir, is it not
the duty of the hon. Memberof this House and is it not his duty
who owes an obligation to t_hc country and to the society at large to
bring this matter to the notice of this House ? But without doing " this,
my Friend now comes here and ;1llcg_cs such a thing without ascer-
taining whether the facts stated by him are true or not. He himself
did not cause an _inquiry about the matter which occurred about a
year ago. Sir, I feel this 1s not the way of dlscharging duty by 2
responsible Mcmbc.r of this _Hous_c. I did not ¢Xpect that Mr.
Bhattacharyya who is such an ‘Irltclllgcnt_ man, who is highly educat-
ed and who is also a Member of this Legislature, woulq have
brought such a charge against Government without being sure of this
ground. 1 have seen Mr, Bhattacharyya always taking eve
available advanta e to castigate the Governmcnt: He has now cotae
to state that is the state of Ram Rayya administration going on
here, I am sorry .for that. Sir, he had the advantage of bringing this
matter to the notice of Government during the last Bu_dget Session
not only that, Sir, he met me about a month back in 3 certain
meeting which was attended by both he and I Tdo not know what
is the intention of Ml Bbﬂttacharyya. Is it alleged_ with the ‘idea .
of getting a big headline in the newspaper ? I feel, Sir, Mr. Bhatta-
charyya was not only doing injustice to the Government, byt he was
not doing justice to the members of the family in whoge houses
such sad deaths were alleged to have taken place. T feq We are
entifled to get co-operation from- all sections of Members of this
Houge, but I am sorry that Mr. Bhattacharyya has faileq

us.,
Bshe: CAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: On a poyop
information, ; Sir...... ...

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : I Jhave  alreaq
assured him that I shall cause a very sifting INQUIry into those o[l
gations. Sir, I thought that I would be very brief in my reply because
my Friend, the Supply I\/Ilms‘ter would do justice to the othep art of
the Resolution. But my Frlen€1 has made certain referenceg ABairt
eviction and the scarcity condition of the State. L, for myself
should like to say that in those areas where scarcity conditiey, aré
eViCtqu

The matter

alleged to have taken place in the Nowgong Distrlct, no
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has been made. No eviction has been made in the Kampur Jorats
and Jamunamukh Mauzas as has been alleged by my Friend®
there is eviction, it is in the Laskar Pathar, Oksct Pathar and s
other places, i.e., Hojai Mauza. Thereforc my Friend, Mr. Bha®
charyya, should not have found fault with Government.

people in the Laskar Pathar were evicted because they occup
Government land without authority and thereby took the laws
their own hands and T feel that Government is perfectly justified
evicting trespassers, :

g Now zbout the policy that is being adopted by Governme
in the matter of granting relicf. Sir, for the information of
hon. Members of the House, I should like to say that as SOOR
informations about scarcity conditions are received by the Goves
ment, they take steps to grant relicf as decemed proper .by ¥
Government. How the relief measures are being given and in Wi
proportions these are being dealt with by the Revenue Departme
on the reports of the Deputy Commissioners concerned. I
consider that gratuitous relief should be given or if they consider &
SUbSlC!Y 1s necessary, steps are ac(j()rdingly taken to meet U
situation. Again, if it is found that test relief work can be de
in such places that ds also undertaken. Such test relief work
undertaken in Kampur area, involving the expenditure of ala
amount. .

_ Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: On a p&
of information, Sir. Will the Minister be pleased to give informat
as to how many people were actually employed ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): It is not possible &
me just now to say correctly, but from the amount that was sp_enl
it can be said that a fairly large number of pcoplc was emPlﬂlr "
Sir, Nowgong consists of 48 Mauzas and my Friend has stated on'
four Mauzas, viz., Jamiunamukh. Jorabari, Kampur and Garuba
are only affected by scarcity conditions. "These four Mauzas Wi
not be as big as the Hojai Mauza from the point of view of popt
lation. According to my Friend, Mr, Bhattachatyya, we haw
Az Rs.5,000 as agricultural loan. It is not 2 act , we hav
given Rs.40,000 (Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyy2 :—To _CONER
area of 40,000 people!). If there is scarcity in a particular area, the
whole amount may be spent in that area. It IS for the Deput
Commissioner to spend money according to the necessities of pa
cular areas. I cannot make allotment arca-wise by sitting here
Shluglligr-i ggxﬁaﬁxﬁnﬁeﬁt simply make allotment district-wise.
don‘esiﬁ the Cachar disgiclg/IPHAN DAS : Was any test relief wo
ety yOI'I'WIROA&IM BORA (Minister): There was probab
if “there” was .a du d have been only too glad to help the peor

emand. For the information of the House I may
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state, Sir, that as much as 7 crores of rupees have been earmarked
in the Public Works Deparunent Budget to be spent this year in
the State of Assam. If our people can take advantage of that,
Government would only be very glad Sir, the other day, in'course
of a discussion, my Friend, the Public Weorks Department Minister,
mentioned about labour difficulties in the Lushai Hills. Similar
are the conditions in other parts of the State also. Unfortunately,
our people are very reluctant to do this sort of work unless goaded

extreme hardship. In Nowgong, thanks to the efforts of my
Friends, Shri Bimala Kanta Bora and Shri Mahendra Hazarika, the
position was a bit different. They went to the Kampur side, held
several meetings and induced people to take up this kind of work.
Some prominent members took up spade in their hands and cut
earth in order to set an example to the people. It was due to their
efforts that we could get people in that area and a sum of near
about one lakh of rupees was spent in that area in test relief
work by Local Board and Public Works Department. If the people
of Cachar really take to this work, I would only be too glad to help
them. My Friend, Mr. Das, who is also the Chairman of a Muni-
cipal Board, has got a lot of influence and he can influence people
to take up this work. Assam will profit enormously if the people
can earn these seven crores of rupees. Aost of the amount now
goes out of the Province. T hope, Sir, my Friend will understand the
position now. =1

Then, Sir, for the district of Nowgong I h
as agricultural loan. B_csidcs this, Rs.3,000 h
issuing paddy at concessional rate and we h
amount for gratuitous relief. We have also opened an increased
number of cheap grain shops in the affected areas. I will now give
the figures of agricultural loan sanctioned for different districts.
It should be remembered, Sir, that g sum of Rs.24 lakhs is still
outstanding as arrears on account of agricultural loan issued from
time to time in the State. In the district of Nowgong alone a sum
of more than Rs.8 lakhs is duc as arrears. 1In the Goalpara district
the arrear will be near about 6 or 7 lakhs. In spite of this, Sir, for

the current year, we have sanctioned the following amounts as agri-
cultural loan :(— /

ave given Rs.40,000
as been granted for
ave also given some

Rs.

Lakhimpur district . 2,15,000
Sibsagar - b ud 23,200
Nowgong 40,000
Darrang - 2N 27,500
Kamrup wug 55,600
Goalpara 15,000
Cachar 80,000
To Director of Agriculture for supply

of Sali Seeds 46,000
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It will be seen, Sir, that we have distributed about RsS I
agricultural loan for the current year. 8
I would now give the figures for gratuitous relief sanchs
both from the Governor’s Earthquake Relief Fund and thes
finances :— X

f

Rs. : =
Lakhimpur ... ... 1,40,0005 08
Cacharp 11,000
Sibsagar 5,000
Kamrup . 5,500
Nowgong 1,000
Naga Hills ... 175058
Community Project areas n 10,000

: Thus you will see, Sir, that the amount spent for gra i
relief for the current year is over Rs.1,74,000.

Not only this, Sir. We also try to help the people when
are ,hjt by scarcity conditions in other ways. For Instance, i
to give relief by granting remission of land revenue. Sir, last
the amount of remission was over Rs.85,000. This year 1
already sanctioned remission of revenue to the extent qf -
Rs.56,000. T have also received recommendations from diffe
Deputy Commissioners for sanctioning remission of revenue to =
extent of Rs 3,00,000. These arc now being scrutinised by
Revenue Department. Thus you will see, Sir, that the ¥
taken by Government to relieve the distress of the people hit
scarcity conditions are not trifling. Government arc doing ¢
best within the limited resources of this State. ~The hon. Mems
are fully aware of our resources. They passed our last Budget 3
a deficit of Rs.2,50 00,900, Coonsidering that, I do not think
the Government have been lacking in their cflorts to help ¢
people. Of course I do not think that the steps taken by Gowe
ment are quite adequate. T fee] that more remains to be doncam
am still looking into thig matter. For the information of the Hot
I ‘may state that my Friend Shrj Bimala Kanta Bora, has brow
to my notice that the quantfty of paddy issued at concessional
g; the Kampur ares g not CI]OI?,lgh ,Y I am examining the mal®
tig;:_rnr%iré; Ca{;ﬂoz sit idle when people are hit by }slcarCItifl;:m‘a
their C_158posal. O their utmost consistent with the resources

Sir, my Frlend’ Mr., Bhattacharyya, it seems, will get hold of s

stick to beat the Qguer : he find
f: i overnment. Otherwise how can :
Fgﬁa‘ﬂ;h t{]};e 1332}.1 given to Rai Bahadur Joharmal Agarwalk

Members of this House have not forgotten

for giving loaggaioa csl?m of Rs.15 lakhs was provided in the Budi®

7 fferent mill-owners to help in procurem
My Friend, Mr. BhattaChar'_vya, was also a party to that as this Ho
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passed the budget with a provision for a loan of 1{3:15 lakhs to be
given to mill owners for helping Government in procurement.
Not only Joharmal Agarwalla gets this loan, but other -mill-owners
also who have got their mills and who have got adequate security
in the opinion o1 Government for such loan, were given the aid.
For the information of the hon.Member I _can tell him that although
this loan was sanctioned to Joharmal Agarwalla, he has not yet
taken it.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: That is no explanation,

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): However w
to impress upon the House, Sir, is that this loan was given to
different mill owners of our State to hclp procurement of Fce and
paddy and that, that loan was given out of the sanclion  which thjs
House passed last year  So, Sn‘? there is no connection Whatsoever
between this loan ;m(} the agricultural loan From these obser-
vations you will see, Sir, that Government has been able to do what-
ever is possible to help these people in the scarcity areas, Another
thing, Sir.  In such matters ‘(;()\'Cl'll.ln(‘.l}t 18 always guideq by the
reports which thcy‘l'CCC.lV?(.[ from thm}' district OIHQCFS, the Deputy
Commissioners, Suﬂhduusmnal _()Qlccrs, eLe. YW henever we  get
report from these officers that relief is needed by the cople any-
where, we do not spare our efforts to help those people ip distress
Only the other day I received a report from the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Lakhimpur that a vast area of t_he district was aﬂﬁcctcd’ b
the recent cyclone a few days ago in which food 8rains an(g property
worth several lakhs of rupces have been destroyed and where 1);
many as ten deaths have been reported due to that Cyclone, ;\S
soon as I had received that report from the Deputy Commissioner and
that the people there were in need of }1clp from GOVCI‘nment :
sanctioned a big amount of something like 12 thousand Tupees, | So
Sir, from what I have been able to place before the House, the Koy’
Members will see that Government is doing whatever Possible tg he]
our distressed people. I also assure my Friends OPposite ﬂe
Government will not fail in their duty to help Where fols 12}.:

ed.
needWith these few observations Sir, T resume my seat,

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker | Sj, T
my stand in support of the motion moved by my’ Ter take
Hareswar Goswami and also in support of the  viey, 5
Friend, Shri Gourisankar Bhattacharyya. It ISF Ot g oy
that Assam is deficit in food or that there is Scarcity
in Assam. Itisa question that there are some pockets in

Peop]

hat T want

where there is the scarcity of food and where the
suffering for want of food.
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As regards Barpeta subdivision, I would like to place bet
the House that there is a Mauza known as Hastinapur Mas
where the flood of the river Moinarjan has destroyed the wis
crop in the area of the village Baribaori and some villages &8
Sarupeta Station. | hese people are suffering hardships for wa
of food due to flood since the last three years. Recently I visited &
place and the people “told me that they want immediate be
in the shape of gratuitous relief and also test relief work. AgE
between the stations Barpeta Road and Sarupeta there was
Railway bridge which has been newly built and the Railws
Department had to close the water that flows under the br
with the result that the whole area on the northern side of ¢
railway line between Barpeta Road and Sarupeta stations
flooded untimely and the people of those areas are facing great he
ships for want of food and they need immediate help from Gover
ment.

_ Regarding Howli and Ghilajari Mauzas, there was also unting
rain and consequently there was untimely flood and the people cox
not cultivate their landsin time, so they are suffering from great ha
ships and they want food. I = think they will also net
some help though not gratuitous relief, but some test 16
work and  concessional ratc for purchasing foodgrains. .
Sir, there is a great current of Brahmaputra known ast
Great ‘‘Parua Barghul Dhala” near Tarabari which is damaging t&

food crops of some parts of Mauza Barpeta, Bagribari, Ch
Bagbar and the whole of Mondi Mauza. These arcas are SCars
pockets.  The people of these areas collected together and volunt:
rily they tried to construct one embankment and I also we
there and with about 2 thousand people we tried to work &
about 15 days and constructed a Bund but unfortunately Itws
washed away. As a result of this, a bi’g arca was affected an
the people are suffering a great deal. ©On the other hand, 8

there is a great current of the Bek] r SO
in Jonia Mauza and. . eki river which 1s ging

Mr. SPEAKER -
The question is whet
point.

l s
that 1}%:(1):11 z;};:)ulrgAJUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir, that is why I'e
concessional rate be rushed to these areas and supplied at son
° Or gratuitous relief or test relief should I

iven to the i
He.in great dili-zfgople of these scarcity areas, otherwise they wi
Culty as there is no way out.

We are not discussing about these areas
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With these words Sir, I resume my seat.

_ Maulana ABDUL JALIL: Mr, Speaker, Sir, House ¢ sitwed
@ Motion ¢4 za @7 TFAtT TT AFGEF IR R T 01 W AR
@tw Mr. Das @ sf@dta, awar@, zats «ids sifades § tse 33
37 @@l TEE i BEe ' fF GRSl B IS gl dmlas wifeR
¢ ? @ifF 12 73 9wt g% & Citizen 3 7§ @3 ¥ 37 QU1 iwasw
gty atate wifzs Fw@ 1 Mr. Goswami &t 0 awseyt w+m Motion
ot 3 acz @31 ¥ House & cts 2971 qigwdl 9o wotm  «45iats
gifzq 74 | :

a2 @iE 4F 9%l i =i @1t Government ¢t S) T
A @ AT FIT @ Ao swrE @ ifi 39 @ w1 83 3T 39T
Pt s czm T Ty T atedr IS, TwEmel O Y zw o

gzt Subdivision & afrs 12 it sl IS AT FT izt
g | w4 wiws tza fF Karimganj =1 o1 oo 3 = sv@ 2w
g feom At2fEl 129, QAT 7@ o Ba @1 g @7 @ T @
g fRod 29 9Aig 2R Aamis F A 9zel 3 Wiy Im fze
qpll ARG G A2 2 | SPita fFeewd 4 St s oS cam
@fer 21 Tt dfor @iz a0 AT o @ S ASvel aF |
snficn %z e Control w9t v o swlew e sifE®@ | s
5 Umtro-Hydro Electric, Dibrugarh, @it®s i@ Project m=iv o
=, zr | @1 T FF TNF S @M sifem |

Voice—2m= fawa Ige ata =6 gtos |

A IS E wcaﬁ‘ﬁr 1R @M bifzc | ie 39 AT IR AT I iR
qmq F¢ piR@l 2 |

Mr. SPEAKER : «fica, ciam stziv, wist o 9@ 391 <9
sz cza | atst Motion T Ifz3 A1 atz &7 | it AIFT T ¢ I cdifEeT |

Maulana . ABDUBL JALIL: c=f3q azen 27 anior 2903 2aits
f cfs @ q@ LT ATb@ @7 | FfEn Aziacs) 21 A4 OfF W sifEea
gl FlEIAF TIOR AT M A @7

Il AT 12 (R F TAMCI I ety ¥ wwel @y @A | @ IS
29173 (4feAa 201 AT 12 1 AIBT dfsrs qwnin sace @31 fcw AT iE
@t 7T 1 AT S lts @A | e e BAmr 77 27 (F T9TF O 7%
1 7y A R TSl A @ 2W fF By @aiwier efiawicE ofta &
21 9ieT BACEF FAGETF FANT F a5zea wiges & ofiq o7 i Far© 2 BT
+f ol BT Fer Atz =1 wies Butw wwa atsh czi 2o, ¥ Ghed
Gl gimentd 921 (ST FE %A du chg cred Gwd F6eT T 2Te
ffafsd oa Fiers gav fa gtz 7z fiafs | aawts T 4719 (7 91 'sife-
ste (F 29 CFACAICT BIT I MICT ¢ A% 7 |
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ferat s 23 check gate of @i v 5% & paw@ O 79 AT
cza AT AT fdbiﬁfr Budget Session ¢ cileF4a qvada 4 4 heek
g &1 Shri Gauri <= 75 fam iz Eics) w4G] srztea 7 29 o
gatc ¥l ?Fimm #191 pITa=A fo:ﬂ T vA (Zh | Sargie ol ‘
21 AICITA €1 €29 | 4147 1a=tg £ Check Gate w1 751 3 (© p &
¢F 80 T3 AANF AT Jfam et 22 Bagt omdl o Faw =
i 1 BICF M4 M4 Atz wlE apadaz v fAcn S1orAFa 4 o
sig ZAICF 7 AE B F SFAlF AT (TS 77 | 3
g7 7t #9714 @ 725 Cheap Grain Shops cAta1 oz | @fF &8
& ﬁ"?’J staa acaaz Supply afss ar ozt cza 0 cFEitfs a1 312 91 I
St FGA1Z 29 | Z7AATT a%tt# Subdivisional Officer AM=HEUT St G
Jr o Baeea F7) 2 _{F At 1B v wsta ¢» faca carw Cheap rain
o1 45Taca <% F1 Wfan A ' ‘
aiga aF AT FA TomFy cparn A1 o TewtE] o4 <t
GEtesttca F1#T _TFNT AE6@) czq | ooy eNAN (F) AR CF G
cxtfist Fadr oifzea | :
gorca farat#) AS 12 T wtaw, cafrm T Fola f&GUTE et
o & 1 F AN gwTS @ amm afavre Gn G ARNT ]
ofrdta Facs = | cf#5  Cheap Grain Shop garz @
fime cza | g7c®l Cheap Grain' Shop ¢ =7 ¢l 7 Fq A 68
ol &4 | i:_ﬂ%mé?%“ 457 etzritczz)  Cheap Grain Shop @i @
gt T G IR s I N . 61 7 7%
e o 1 (AP wter wafs fragen piea fiace (@ g7 fRalSg
D= cza T Gt T BEfS Fa fema | 2 3
Voice—=7 S %1 Blzts gy | zor SF 7% ¥ A2 cza 1)
cafFa ZO BT AT QY sz cw ¥ FAlE F facn  fafew &

gFa4D :
. 'SPE‘AngI:: Maulana Sahib: wtd 1 29 i*
Squa;;al:fl‘i‘:f:s ABDUL JALIL: ssise =77 czios!
: SPEAK(!;}F: C(FTM gquare miles =17 ? wisg 9 33
e cF A SE00 ¢ap Grain Shops btzc@ 27 | 8

asfir® s Age ;r@ A 37 By gretetg antd cweac zAEAT AT A AN
e Shops 1 fﬂ Gitesttean Relief ¢F weeica CACICT sl
Cheap S atﬂ‘az?r = c;jiir Gwaw =t hee 49w aeF | heap Grain
Shop ¢1 e {5 wifz catal AT 97 i wtcd ¢ feea ate 915 = ?Wﬂ £is!
tgg TADT ikl Ll a-f A BCz spqercacs o ©aw cp F2IST AR
. | ACE '?f r@ 2T condon %1 2T condon (Fl ZHirS | &
il f‘T:i TEATFY AAwy oqyery zA (2 AFS) T (2 FIGT §
o@lz (B 21 3 wgrs g 21w & Fagw afzm O G gpAls

FicstAAa 411
e 342 1T v

i ote e (Pl ;’E; AN 2 Bt peolicl T qme A<l zw o
Ao 22 T BIFlE  Atpt sifzcd | R
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Sir, it is in the fit
niess of things that the question of food has come up for discussion be-
fore the House. It is important that this vital matter should come up
Or discussion before the House from time to time. Now our
Government have taken upon themselves the responsibility for
-feeding people at least in the areas of the State. As a matter of
fact in every civilised country, 1t is the Government who take the
responsibility of feeding its people at least to prevent starvation. At
any rate, it is clear that the Government of ours has taken
this responsibility. Now, Sir, we want to see whether in terms
of the policy which this Government has been pursuing it has been
able to discharge that responsibility. Sir, this responsibility has
got two aspects, i.e., the first is the moral or administrative
aspect and the second is the commercial or moncey making aspect.
This House will remember that they sanctioned not. less than
Rs.8 crores 50 lakhs for the purpose of enabling Government
not only to procure food but to earn some money through what
they call State Trading. Sir, has this Government been able to
feed the .people ? Let us examine this question carcfully. By this,
of course, I do not mean that everybody should be fed by the Gov-
ernment, but what I mean is that at least the people in the rationed
areas and in the scarcity and deficit areas, should be fed by the State.
Now, Sir, what are the commitments of the Government in this con-
nection ? We have seen from the address of the Governor and Bud-
get Speech that tlleTC()lnnl_ltlnm]t for the current year has been fixed
at 70,000 tons. Now, Sir, I want to know on what basis the
requirements of the State, 7. e. for rationed areas deficit areas and
certain industrial concerns have been estimated. Now, Sir, it has
been complained that as a .result of shortage in certain areas or
pockets as some of —the hon. Members have described it,
hardship has occurred. In my opinion this is the direct result of.

' the bad procurement and distribution policy pursued by the Govern-

ment. Sir, with a view to procure paddy in the surplus areas,

| agents were appointed. Now we find from the Government ad-

mission itself that in the ecarlier part of April or middle of May
this year more than one lakh ton was procured which exceeded
the year’s target of 70,000 tons. That is quite good. But what
is the result, Sir ? On the one hand there arose the storage difficul-
ties and the whole operation of procurement came almost to a
standstill. Luckily a part of this stock was diverted to West Ben-

- gal and Manipur. On the other hand, there was scarcity in certain

parts of the State. Why ? This is the result of the imperfect and
defective policy pursued by the Government, both in the mat-

| ter of procurement as well as distribution. When Government

haye procured enough paddy and when there is_ no room for
storing the same and when the agents’ money is blocked, it
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was quite jnecessary in the circumstances to remove ther
‘10N on movement, so that people in the deficit areas e
be in a position to procure paddy at a lesser cost, from=
SurP]L}S areas. I do not foliow why this was not done, Sir. From#
experience of my own district, I ‘say that while paddy in cers
arcas were available at Rs. 7 or Rs.8 per maund it was bes
sold at Rs. 12 to Rs.13 a maund within a distance of two m
Even Aus paddy was being sold at Rs. 4 to Rs.5 per maungs
some parts of the district while it was being sold at Rs. l
RS-lz‘per maund in other parts. Similar was the case in Chage
and Sld!i areas. In some other parts of Dhubri SLlleiy'ision e
Pata[narl where crops had failed. Sali paddy was being sok
Rs.15 to Rs.16 and Aus at Rs.12 to Rs.13 per maund. Thisis®
result of restriction on movement of paddy. Sir, I want to kns
why after the entire procurement quota has been procured thes
15 restriction stili continuing » My ['riend, Maulana Jalil, has &
that some people used to go to the neighbouring surplus ares
to procure paddy on loan or they used to get paddy as the
wage 1n place of cash, but as a result of restrictions un mes
ment, these poor people even if they come with a couple ¢
maunds of paddy on their shoulders are subjected to harassmes
})y the¥stan 6 the “Procdurement Department at the varlous.ch“
mg posts. In this way by shutting out surplus Pad_‘dy pabt
plus areas, a temporary shortage has been created by Governmes
and people’s hardship “is knowing no bounds. Ior this State ¢
affairs the Government is fully responsible. Some hon. Mex
bers said that people’s purchasing power has been affected. T
is only one factor. By shutting out paddy in the surplus areas
the people who have sufficient purchasing power aﬂd.C.OUld procus
paddy for their full requirments are not in a position to do &
and sacrificing a lager quantum of their purchasi‘ng power .h!
ing to buy paddy and rice at a higher price caused by artifi
shortage. Then again, Sir, I do not understand how the Go
ernment is in a position to determine whether the State isd
ficit or surplus. Have they got reliable statistics ? If we h
‘reliable statistics, Government could have determined what is th
actual requirement of the State and what quantity could be ey
ported to qthcr States, if we have any surplus. Sir, we al
know that till about 1949-50 this State was in a position to ex
port paddy to the tune of one lakh tons of rice annually. O
course I admit that after the great earthquake and due to othe
reasons and floods in some parts of the State the position ha
changed to some extent, and as such the position so far as even tht
question of self-sufficiency of the State in the matter of food
is not so comfortable. If this year we have a surplus, next yeal
we may face a deficit due to vagaries of weather. So m\

<

-’
L
.

L
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SUggestion is that we must first of all assess our position in this
fegard and formulate our policy in the proper way. ~Govern-
ment should have a consistent policy in procuring food and
S OUId'adopt a well thought out plan for procurement so that
after Meeting the internal requirements we may be in a position
0o export to other States the surplus quantity, if any. Sir, we
‘know that the Governmet of India has given loan for financing the
! row-More-Food Scheme in our State and it is only meet and proper
that we should in our turn help the Government of India by supplying
 some of the deficit States with our surplus paddy, which will be a
elp to those States in their needs and at the same time it
will relieve the Government of India of their anxiety to meet
the food requirement of some deficit States of the Country. We
should utilise this loan from the Government of India in the
best possible way so that we are in a position to have a sur-
plus stock of paddy to enable us to be in a position to ex-
port to some other States who may be in need of it.

Sir, we find vide Government Notification No.SDBbq33jf53‘ Atad
the 6th July, 1953, the maximum procurement price and retail price
for -paddy " and rice have been notified. For the purpose of
procurement Government have divided the State into four
Zones, viz., (1) zone which is S}ll‘ph_ls in paddy, (2) zone WELTL
is partially surplus. (3) zone which is deficit and (4) area which
is neither surplus nor deficit.

Sir, I have no objection to such proposals. Under that proposal
different prices have been fixed for different zones. Now, Sir,
under the same notification—sub-clause (f), page 2, there is g
sion for charging a cess at 6} per cent on thg maximum pProcurement
price. Sir, certain areas, I mean, certain Hill areas have been exclu-
ded from this cess, but 1 want to point out what is the qUER
tuni and incidence of this cess. This cess ig charged at the
rate of one anna per rupee per maund. )

Mr. SPE{&KEI_{: I think, Mr. Umaruddin you are g’oing AW
from the discussion. :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Sir, Government is
taking away in the shape of cess at one anna
maund, but on the other hand only 6 or 7 arnnas are given
to the retailers. Now, why the selling price of rice and paddy
is so high in deficit arcas ? Because the price is higher there
the people cannot buy .101‘ want  of purchasing power. This
6} per cent. rate of cess 1s very high. Of course, Government
has got to pay towards cstablishment, godowns charge and shrink-
age, etc., but even then it 1s found that 50 per cent. net pro.
fit can be made by Government. In view of the £

: . act that
vernment takes the lion’s share of the profit. it is unforty
Gov P : A
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that the prices of paddy and rice arc thereby pushed up
made more expensive for the consumers. It is no doubt true
a part of the profit carned through cess is spent for some
activities such as roads, but even then  cess  has

hardship to the consumers. If the retailer is given the d
of only 6 or 7 annas per maund as profit why the Government,

Mr. SPEAKER : Excuse me, Mr. Umaruddin, you are sp _
beyond the discussion. You should discuss Iwhv!ht'l pe?Ple
starving and what should be done by Government. It s

you are gefting too far. You arc to follow certain loge
arguments,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: T his is di
connected with the food problem and I am talking about
policy pursued by Government.

Mr. SPEAKER: You should point out what is the defecg
procurement and distribution.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Sir, food l}as
been properly procured. Then in the matter of distribugy
this policy is* defective and there is unnecessary control.
ernment has . fixed prices which are beyond the purchasing capag
of consumers. If a retajler can managec with 6 or 7 annas pe
maund, why Government should realise cess at a much hig
rate? So I suggest that the whole question of food policy shg
be the subject matter of enquiry by a committee consisting ¢
members who have knowledge of the ifood problem cand )
can give valuable suggestions about procurement and distributjos
It can look into the whole position of the entire Statec regardiy
food production and problems arising from flood, drought ey
In my view, the present policy is defective and it has got rop
for improvement and modification. Then again, we may
1nto account poljcjes followed by other States and revise o
BOUGLesS, ,lrne.(:ess.ar}’- This Commijttee will not only deal with
q};estlon of distribution, of food, but it will go into the quegy
o EiSEuLementi gy Production and will suggest measluresfa
: us in food g at we can not only mal:
e Se]f‘suf-ﬁm?nt but we canO tcz:)ntributc our quota fy
the help of our nelghbouring deficit States.

Shri JOGA KANTA s .
I S Y A Nt i BARUAH : =tata @477 sfedh, ottt

T wififer corde wita T gifa ool i
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AlRS 398 AfRee | clal 2o SEIRS Hidt el Baim e adw se oxfem |
ofta At aifelgs | 9% @ita ale cwigra, IGTNT I (SiIF wp¥ @EE |
ale I8 (12 s fezralsa (G, 5,7 opata vifsma | 1% Aste Bofm 212 ==
@@ 7187 ASIA© Ftfgm | @8 wTw sHrafHR 1 I 4T A o Teis [
faate 2rata C2fga oI A4S v3ta 7 fPHgs a2 s @ Caws 74 qifs mR
7 @7 97 9 32 431 AT o zew 1 owte S RSt a3 o13 faig
@iz 5133 {8, 6 T 0F «,000, @la bw qaf ofa famts w9 % 7 Al |
3% 744 fava (12 ¢ x91q 59 AifiatE aers atss w2 ia e Fin 4 A
Bl @i® FIAT 436 4f30A « zotaa @afb 4a5 txrn A T STl taes | cata
31fS 72T {7 AN 20 AT WA At w7 AT colteF TI0E) (@S 7B IR |
fifzeg om “Afea 731af7 A e aizee va vifes Nm w139m 231 oRaR @
AR t2fEEm O1F AT Aw wlw TR T AR fww oita o iR witee) |

fS, 5 Gte T41 @A 1% [ewa faeath foem |

Mr. SPEAKER : @31 stedim, w@ifi  cxplanation a1 2
gt et 51208 ©1F FIMR 1 TIT A7 33 Siecw e O oI 1 AIR
e12eptez 79 ateet |

Shri JOGAKANTA BARUAH : wtc @ qive «sta (€103 Git’*"ﬁ
TE F9¢A TR ;AN ©IF qitAT @I@iw =T vl |

@t 77 MM 2417 FN W20 @ A5itn o GaE Ttz q7d IR Atfew

T4q) (30® | TS AMITET e AT Wity wiw  ferate Nimzeals giw wifEcE
&1Z (AfrR GCT TMIF AT A2l w9l @i afiwtacs @i 1 Fifies =
(et gfa e AT T FEA (98 Retwq aw-cstald Mt g )
giaty atile I@EE T SFE oA twrm | catw wowE cobrEiTT wa wAfeE
AL 512 (12 AT AT ¢ wtota b vafy o opeh w9l Az

@ %47 A @ttta atsfEeice wic SfST TR [4TH 51T ArF 1 TAFTCEN
@1 AedrIs F[@ W arwm 9b watstr @il m?g;a Ao IiE B |
atrfa IAAT EANFTFTS Sl @l o wfs ARt [T @ TTTETS
ot gl AF @ Stefres i G SEm @ SiSE
mfagtaeg T ‘ﬂﬁﬁrﬁ?ﬁ BIFIT B sizp) & waze Azty 9™ @
Arst @8 IS HF FEE Fhwd qtBew wies 3[5?25 T afe  wiehs
wUifd 72 GAFIT 95TS WAftwe facml cam wly Aqey, @zl FiS AT
gifte FAFS AT G BF (v AvBe 7 aisew qzty 99 | NS T8
GIFIRF AN A TANS AW, Wi wfFsta sqead o@ ¢ (2elh 0 wrdd
‘fAFTaesT | NI Auotw T3 161 G asits sifeats A5 @512
Tw9d att AMST AG1 TS e wteices sawica Re-wiat-o[ alSea TR

wge: 72 (21T 5F1 @, 0w wum an ataea 5 coscatwa ot IW w9
ZAT ¢F T2 (NF ISIT Alnfacan |

Mr. SPEAKER: Whether the Supply Minister wants to speak
now or he will speak after Mr. Goswami.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): I shall
speak after Mr. Goswami.
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Shri HAREHSWAR GOSWAMI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, my Mo
has ably justified its introduction and discussion in this Hose
Not that there is no problem to-day which demands the attent
of the House, but there is a problem, as has been cxprcssegl in ¢
speeches of the Members of this House. Nobody, in this Hos
has said that there is no scarcity area in the State, but regard
the nature of relief and the cxp;,r(:tl:rl Government relief, there
still a great amount of difference. As my Iriend, Mr. Bhattacharyi&
has said, I do not want to make food a party problem, and L
really hurt when some of the speakers spoke that the Praja Socialis -
Party held meectings criticising the Government only, and did =
offer any constructive suggestions. Sir, [ have with me a COPY&E
the resolution passed in a meeting in Kampur under the presideat =
ship of no less a person thar Shri Haladhar Bhuyan, who was &i&
the Secretary of the party in power and who had in that mecti
suggested the remedies and how to find out ways and means|
that. Now, I say that in doing that, surely we arc not playing
to the galleries. Sir,  these copies of the resolution have
forwarded to the Minister of Supply and to the Minister in charge &
Revenue also with their concrete suggestions as— :

(1) that these areas should be declared as scarcity areas with
a view that in these areas no procurement should be done ;

(2) that in these arcas, at least 10,000 maunds of paddy shoulé
be given to the people free of charge ; '

(3) that in t:C{lcsc arcas there should be a remission of revenue,
an

(4) that the issue of funds should be readily made available
to the people in these areas.

i Sphpi BIMALA KANTA BORA: What is thc date ofthat
etter:

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: On 16th August 1953.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: Before that date concession

rate was given.

Shri _ _
— ri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: [f that was done, it was

Sir, whether ]
what I have lea(.)r’tclit0 (e U
Revenue Minister that

ere given, I do not know, but
from the hon. Member including the
and that Rs. 5.000 only Rs. 5,000 has been allotted up ““,no“}
paddy and rice. as given also by way of reduction of price o

mcmS}l}x;gng::;ae;}tl;ée ;S 4 scarcity condition, even the India Govern.
thing that must be : a}“ principle that food is the most important
s Supplied to the people and in the matter of food
if necessary, Government must subsidise. In rany countries
durlgg‘ the War and after, food was Subsid.ized for a long period,
In India, subsidy was to the extent of Rs. 200 crores. Sir, here,
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when we have ample quantity of food, it is really unfortunate that
there should be scarcity in certain areas, whether it is due to the
vagaries of nature or due to some other causes.

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 think you have forgotten the theory of
Supply.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: 1 am coming to that, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER : You are advancing new arguments.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, I am not advancing
new arguments. From arguments advanced by my Friends, I find
there is a great amount of complacency. In tnat arca, Govern-
ment appears to think that enough has been done for the people. But
my argument is that even at a great cost we should rush food to
those areas, because the scarcity condition is dangerous to the areas
also which are plentiful in the neighbouring areas. Secondly, it
has been suggested that a lakh of rupees is given as Test Relief, but
it has not been stated how many people had been employed there.
From Dhubri to Tingkhong areas, everywhere, we have heard
that there is scarcity of purchasing power among the people. We
must increase the purchasing power of those people. Unless we
can solve this, this problem will remain as chronic as ever.

In Cachar District, we have heard that no relief has been
given. Regarding the Hills, I have not heard what has been done.
It is not a problem of today, but it has been a problem for the last
3 or 4 years i.e., since the partition of India. These border areas have
been going without food and in the Khasi and Jaintia " Hills, the
people have been going without food and living on roots and other
things. The food should be readily made available to these people.
If we cannot do so, the next alternative will be not to allow them
to live in scarcity, but to give them food even at a subsidized rate,
otherwise the food policy will have no meaning. It has also now
been admitted that In certain areas there is enough rice and paddy
and unless the cordon system is removed, it will not be benefi-
cial. When webave really been able to procure rice and paddy

to the tune of 1,60,000 tons for this year which is almost double

the quantity that we need, it is necessary t® remove these restric-
tions.

Mr. SPEAKER : Is it almost double ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Ve Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the actual ﬁecd ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: 1t will be something like
70,000 tons ot may be smaller. '

So, Sir, when we have been able to procure this quantity, it shows
how people are co-operating with the Government in this drive,
It is useless to say that people are not co-operating when they are
actually co-operating. It should be the aim of Government to see
whenever any people suffer, Government help must rush to those
people or the areas where they live. With these words, the whole

'
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purpose of the Motion was not just to condemn the Governme
but my Wl_lU]C.purpr)S(: was to raise a discussion how to bettes
food situation in the Statec. My friend, Shri Narnarayan Gos
misunderstood me completely when he asked me to withdraw
Motion as if there is no necessity to discuss the food position
we have seen, Sir, there was umblc necessity for it. After this be
ful discussion I hope the Minister of Supply and the Ministes
Revenue will  see that  sufficient relief is rendered  to thescai
We have crossed the first hurdle. In the Procurement Commis
I have myself advocated that procurement should remain atis
for 2 or 3 years more i.e., so long as we do not get over this cn®
So long as we get these Jean years it is necessary that there sho®
be Some.kmd of procurement. But side by side also there shos
b(.: a policy of gradual removal of the irksome restrictions Was
hinder both procurement as well as relicf to the people. S
With these words, T hope that both the Supply Minister &
thc.Rc.\/cnue Minister will see that these scarcity arcas do not &
main in Assam. After crossing this first hurdle perhaps NEXUEE
we shall see that Assam will not only be sclf-sufficient in food, 8¢
will also be able to export rice and’]{addy to other States and §
from them other necessary articles in exchange. 3
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) : Mr. Spea
Sir, I have heard with rapt attention the spccchcs of my Ing
who took part in the discussion of this Motion. Sir, as usual €
Government have been accused by the Opposition Members
several laches. From some Members it came as a gencral attas
that Government as a whole were sleeping; that they were calie
to the needs and difficulties of the peop]c,lthat they neglected
duty and they reminded us through their speeches that we shos
wake up and try to remove the difficulties of the peop’¢. Sir, 18
the Leader of the Opposition has just now accused us of comps
cency. Certainly, Sir, if the Leader of the Opposition, or for t&
matter of that any Member of this House, feels that we arc COW
placent he has a right to say so. But. Sir, what is the actual pos
tion ? Are we really ®suffering from complacency, OF my Frien¢
in the Opposition—of course not all but some of the specially tof
rauking ones—think that they monopolise all the commnosense at
intelligence, that they and they only possess ears and eyes to hes
and to see the distress of the people and that we, who are sitting ¢
this side of the House, have got neither ears nor c¢ycs and ha
completely lost all senses ! That seems to be their idea as the®
have spoken in' that strain. But I want to make absolutely cle
that we are not suffering from complacency, rather my Friends &

suffering from complacency and vanity dreaming of a false sense

monopolising all the intelligence of the world as if they understs
everything and no one else, specially the Ministers,
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Sir, it would have been better if my Friend, the Leader of the
Opposition, instead of moving this Motion styling it as. the
food situation in Assam  be taken in to consideration,
Would have titled it as economic condition of the people of

Sam be taken into consideration. 1 hope you will agree with my
sontention, Sir, as at certain stages you had to pull up some of the

€mbers, who were going astray by saying something which had
DO relevancy with the svbject. At times your task became rather
difficult because my Friends ‘n the Opposition were out of gear
altogether. The other day, we saw how, while discussing about free
supply of grass to the cattle, the question of milk came in and from
milk to the food problem and then to opening of reserves and a sug-
gestion was made that in the flood-affected arcas all the reserves
should be thrown open for regular supply of milk as if the bulls
of this State als8 give milk ! (Interruptions).

Mr.SPEAKER : He is not giving way.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) : Sir, this
sort of argument reminds me of a Bengali saying *‘stw Sl s itz s’
I do not know whether my little friend, Shri Ranendra Mohan Das,
will stand up ‘and say that Siva is the God of Gods and so he

- may be dragged in anywhere and everywhere. In the name of food

we go to the pasture field, then to paddy field, then to grass for cattle,
then to the purchasing power, then to storage godown and where
not ? (Interruptions again). Sir. I do not understand the meaning
of this row. You certainly remember, Sir, that some of the
Members roamed in their imagination from this House to pasture
ground, reserve forest and many other possible and impossible zones,

Now, Sir, I have said, if the Motion was to discuss about
the economic condition of the State that would have suited my
Friends best, who traversed through so branches of so many depart-
ments. So far as thi_s Motion is concerned, of course my Friends in the
Opposition have pointed out about sugar, alfa, rice a.nd paddy and
they had not gone to pasture ground from there to milk, from milk
to cow, from cow to bullock, from bullock to plough and so on and
so forth like the other Resolution. Any way, Sir, it was mentioned
that there are some scarcity pockets in the State,

Mr. SPEAKER : They mentioned Cachar, Nowgong, Kam-
rup and Dibrugarh.

Shri BAIDYAWNATH MOOKE RJEE (Minister): Sir,
I will'go a little further and say that practically in every district
there is a deficit pocket. All the places are not self-sufficient,
Where in a particular district the people have taken'up jute culti.
vation, that area is certainly deficit so far as food grains are concer-
ned. Thereis no denying the fact that there are deficit pockegs
in all the districts. There are, of course, reasons for that. It wag
very ably put by one of the hon. Members that it should not be
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the idea that everybody should take to onc kind of crop, &
paddy, only. We want that other things should also be growa.

Now, Sir, another charge levelled against us was that rice was &
rushed in the way it should have been done. That is not a fact, &
As soon as we hear from any source whether from a resolution I8
public meeting, or from some hon. Members of this House—itG&s
not matter to which Party he belongs to—or from a Governme®
Officer, or even from-an individual or public men who are m
Members of this House, that there is scarcity in any area, wé at one
contact the Deputy Commissioner or Subdivisional Officer CONGEs
ed for immediate necessary action to remove the scarcity. &
this connection I should like to say that thereis a standing 0N
wherein it has been statcd that whenever a Government officery
hear that there is scarcity in any particular area at amce some Ot
should be deputed to enquire into the matter and to open necess
ry and adequate cheap-grain shops. It may be asked Sir, wh
an enquiry should be made, or some Friends might say ‘cant &
believe so and so’s statement ? But, Sir, an enquiry is not t0 ¢
tain the scarcity position but only to know how many people
afft_?cted_ and what will be the requirement. So, for all this an &
quiry is necessary. On the very beginning some preliminat
enquiry is made and cheap-grain shops are opened. But 1ts0 hay
pened sometimes that at some places there was no shopkeepe
because where people consume their own paddy there was no Cil
for having some one in the line for opening a cheap-grain shop
once. So when a scarcity occurs in such an area it becomes ¥¢
difficult to open a cheap-grain shop all on a sudden. In su&
cases the people are called and they select some onc {rom among
themsqlves and then a shop is opened. All this naturally takst
some time. For the information of my Freinds I can say that only ¥
the district of Cachar alone more than 250 cheap-grain shops hav
been opened during this year.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Up to which date, Sir:

Shri BAIDYANATH ini Rt 1L
: MOOKERJEE (Minister): The
port dated 31st July, 1953 discloses that 264( shops were opencd up

to 1 istri
that date in the district of Cachar.

y aeulayi Muh : is the tota’
7 quantity of rice ahnmad. UMARUDDIN: Whatisthe

Shri BAIDYANATH MO ini ;

: OKERJEE (Minister): I a

_'l[lf?t gcillrgg to answer that question, Sir. {t is n(ot a Question hout
such indulgence is given to my Friend there will be no end of

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: On a point of information

I
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‘ Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): (I am

not giving way). Sir, I am trying to explain the exact position

‘ because my Friends in the opposite have given incorrect information

o the House. This is a very mild term I am using, Sir, although I

gican use a much stronger term, I will not use it. I must be allowed

to say my say uninterrupted. My Friends in the Opposition ben-

ches got ample opportunity to speak anything they liked, because
in the course of this food debate they have brought all imaginable
and unmaginable charges against the Government and so my
Friend, Shri Bimalakanta Bora, has rightly remarked that any stick
is good enough to beat the Government.

Now, Sir, as soon as we heard at a certain period that there was
a necessity of bigger supply than what we were doing in Cachar dis-
trict, rice was rushed there very quickly according to the de-
mand of the local authorities. Not only that, there is a stock in
the town of Silchar itself of paddy which was procured from the
district. So there was no question of food scarcity at any stage, it
was once a question of bigger supply. There was no time when
there was any chance of people going without food due to scarcity
of food stuff. There was a reserve stock in Silchar for emergency.
That stock we did not like to touch as we wanted to keep a good
reserve then. In other Subdivisions also there were reserve stocks.
A regular supply was maintained all through from this side of the
State 'There wasno question of scarcity. As regards the delay of
a day or two I do not say that there was no delay which is inevita-
ble. But I have stated the reasons why it was so. Some of my
Friends who criticised us come from that part of the State, they could
have easily brought to our notice that the price of rice went from
Rs. 30 to Rs.40 per maund.........

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Scveral telegrams have
been sent to Government, but no effect.

' Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): Sir, may
I enquire whether my Friend, Shri Das, sent any telegram to this
effect and to whom and on what date ? I am sure he did not.  Sir
my Friends lost sight of the fact that the rise in the price of rice at a
certain period may be due to various factors and not due to scarcity
alone. For example, for a particular good variety of rice the price
may be high, or that there are times in a year specially during the
rainy season when people take to cultivation and sometimes they
cannot dry their paddy for husking for want of sunshine and there
may be short of supply. I do not know whether my town friend like
Shri Ranendra Mohan Das knows of all these things or not. Besides
this, during the rainy season people go to the field for other profita-
ble avocations and naturally every year there are times when the
price goes higher up.  Then about certain allegations made by my
Friends regarding some newspaper publication expressing the views
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of the President of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee, &
reading the newspaper report I was rather surprised, but as I
that sometimes the reports arc not just to the point and alsodel
convey the exact state of aflairs, which is quite natural too, 1'g
tacted my Seccretary and Director of Supply and I learnt thats
had adequate stock of foodstuff in Cachar to mecet our current
mand and we were replenishing the stock all along. 1 thought
aust 1ssue a statement to clarify the position. So after ascertains
the position here I contacted the Subdivisional Officer of Karimgs
over the phone when he told me that he had his stock, but &
difficulty was the low purchasing power of the people.
. Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: On a point of informats
Sir. The Congress President himself was visiting that area and
that he issued a statement that there had been a scarcity and Sim
taneously with that we saw a statement from the Supply Minise
that there is enough rice in Karimganj and that therc is 10 Scarcs
in the area. We want clarification for this, Sir.
Mr. SPEAKER : He has replied to that.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: But we want furtherche
rification. :
~ Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister) : Tam js
going to further clarify that point, Sir, but it seems that my Frl ]
suffers from something and requires tro much clarification and &
becomes impatient. That is the difficulty, Sir. ] was just going
clarify the position further knowing as I do about the ifficul
of my Friend, Shri Ranendra Mohan Das, regardiog Wl andin
unlike others, when my Friend took his stand being lmpatl_cnt!\‘
was explaining that the scarcity was not actually there in the distric
but the reason is that the people have lost their adequate purch;g‘
ing power. At some places in the deficit arcas <ome peopi
are not in a position to purchase the commodity even at the rate af
which the Supply Department was selling through cheap grain Sh(ﬁ
There is no denying the fact that there are many deficit’ pockets i
the district and naturally there are temporary rise in the ,‘p,rm
for some small and urgent deals. Whenever such rise 18 br.ought'@
our notice we bring down the prices by opening cheap-grain shops

Afterwards I went to Cachar and before my departure 1 discussed t§
situation with my colleague, the Minister for Finance and Revenue
regarding some relicf to the really deserving people He was pleased to
sanction certain amount both for agricultural loan and for gratuitous
‘elief. On my arrival there, I consulted the Deputy Commissioner and
the Subdivisional Officers and enquired of them what was their imme
diate and minimum requirement. When there is a genuine necessig
we should certainly try tomeetit as far as possible. -Governmm);




1953] MOTION 1993
Will never shirk its responsibility.  Sir, when we receive any requisi-
tion from the district or subdivisional authourities regarding the
Necessary help to be given to the peoplein the shape of loan or gratui-
tous relief certain amount is sanctioned at the very beginning "and then
on receipt of the fuller report the grant is increased under different

eads. Now, Sir, there is a charge that the full demand of the
Public was not sent to the Deputy Commissioner or to the Subdivisional
Officers. It is necessary to state in course of this debate, though it
has been made clear by my hon. Colleague to some extent that we
are to.rely on the report of the local authorities also. But if there
are differences between the statements of a public representative, like
my friend, Mr. Das, Mr. Bhattacharyya or Raja Saheb, and that of
the Deputy Commissioner or Subdivisional Officer, certainly we make
further enquiry and try to find out the exact position and then do
the needful. You also realise, Sir, that we cannot overlook or reject the
recommendations or statements or report—whatever you may call it of
the local authorities concerned. If we do not give due consideration
to such reports, then the administration cannot be run.  If we find
ultimately in any casc that there was some cxaggeration from any
side, we overlook it taking the gravity of the situation into considera-
tion. This is not an uncommon thing. If we hear of any distress or
difficulty from the public which have not come from the Deputy Com-
missioner or Subdivisional Officer of the locality we enquire of the
Officer concerned why such an information did not come from him.
Such cases are very rare and that also due to preliminary enquiry which
takes some time.  But I cannot agree with the view expressed by my
Friend that unless something is heard fiom the Officers, Government
do not take any step. The local Officers are the representatives of the
Government and they take immediate necessary steps to give relief to
the deserving sufferers in case of any calamity. It is the duty of all
to inform the local authority first, but very often nowadays the mat-
ters are brought to the notice of the Ministers at the first instance by

scrappy telegrams which in my opinion is not the correct procedure.
It is the duty of the Deputy Commissioner

to put things in order and
he is to report to the Government that such and such area is under-
going certain difficulties and that grant of some amount was immediate-
ly necessary. After all the Deputy Commissioner is a human being.
He cannot allow people to die before his eyes. Our Officers have
got hearts and sympathy for the suffering people though they may
not mix with the general public so freely like my Freind, Shri Bhatta-
charyya or Shri Das.  Every Officer has connection with the admj-
nistration in some way and h

as the respounsibility to do something
forgihctbeneht of the people,; now the Officers are ouranen,

With regard to Aus paddy the Government was accused that
we are not procuring it and that the price has gone down in certaijp
places. Sir, I admit that price has gone down in certain places,
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At the time of procuring the winter paddy also we took some & ¥
The reason, was explained by me. However for the clarificag
and refreshing the memory of my friends in the Oppes
tion T may repeat the cause briefly which is this, that we &
not like to purchase raw paddy which cannot last long. It 1s kng
to the hon. Members that Aus is a variety of paddy which dete 5
rates quickly even if it is properly dried, and it cannot be kept lox
as we can do in case of Sali paddy. If the Aus paddy remain
little raw at the time of purchasing and not pl‘OPC_ﬂY dried, it :
certain that there will be some sort of fermentation in the godow
After purchase the paddy will have to be kept ecither 1n the Gg
ernment godown or in the godown of the miller. When we purcha
paddy we purchase it from different persons, but they can keep ¢
paddy for some time with them and sell the same when properly drie
which is easy for them. We think that if it remains with the cultiy
tor for some time, certainly he would not die of starvation, as soy
of my Friends want to prove it. By keeping the paddy in his gy
godown the cultivator will never die of starvation or for the rease
that he cannot purchase other essential things for a few days. B
purchasing raw paddy we cannot allow it to get fermented In ¢
godowns and thus create a situation for my Friends to criticise gy
condemn the Government on a just cause. My Friends in ¢
faﬁI;O;:télon condemn the Government for nothing on 1magiqa
_needlesls f(l)llfljusuﬁed grounds in case they get a real ground, jg
. SRt pOinine to say what they will try to do. We are I?ugte ale
dried Ay ad?lnd W€ cannot waste public money by purchasing k
Agriculturg D Y- In such matters we are to take the advice of
Serving in th; €partment and also of the experienced officers who g
; 15 Department. I admit that inspite of our best effon
riends whg kgzs he;gdanfi there, which is inevitable. S_gg::e of;
and they know h%\,e th v 1n their own stocks h.aye cgcfpaer} €0
Petly dried | afiep il ¢ paddy goes out of condition ifitis not g
shoulq try a5 ot emg _kept for a long in the godown in heaps. "\§
mage in thig regarzpo"glble to prevent all sorts of wasta%lfé1 a_nd d
a state so that both ahn We _Sh0u1d try to purchase the paddy 1n sy
to lose. A i the cultivator and the Government do. not stap
Friends that it is er of fact I may state for the information of y
Purchase Aus pa %ractmfauy decided that Government is going
he point is e goas ar  as the definite requirement demang
available in certa; vernment do not like to purchase raw padd
the Aus padd 1L areas; There are certain -areas wh
So Yy can be harvested earlier than other aregs
overnment cannot begin d at anyiEe
and for any quantity h “8In at random an a y 6
schemes and q Ly however small. They must formulate sop
his h b according to the fixed policy of the Governme
this hasto be done. If we do not know the exact, nay even the appn
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ximate quantity of paddy that will be available in an area, some idea
at least of the available quantity that we can procure must be had
before we start purchasing it becomes diflicult for us to allow pro-
curement without having some idea of the availability and nor-
mal need of the locality. So, Sir, we are collecting figures from
different districts. We are getting encouraging reports only from
Kamrup area which includes Mangaldai Subdivision. From Now-
gong and Cachar we have dicided not to purchase anything
as this may cause difficulties to the rural consumers, From
Cachar district, however, we can procure Aus rice from 80 to 90
thousand maunds. Because that district is being fed from the supply
sent from this part of the State, we have decided not to procure there.
But we are going to procure in the Gauhati zone. As already men-
tioned, we are not going to procure in Nowgong also because
of its deficit pockets. Excepting these places we shall procure
from any other places provided the quality is good and available
quantity justify the precurement. Otherwise we shall leave it
for the local people.

Now, Sir, regarding the starvation deaths, my Friend, the
Finance Minister, has ably met it. I do not want to take much
time of the Housc‘ becausp I know that I shall not be able
to put it more ably. But in this connection I would like to
say a few words to show that how worthless and imaginary the simile
that was put before the House by my Friend, Mr. BhattacRaryya,
regarding the starvation death. Sir, he put it in such a
way as if hq was seeing the picture before his very eyes. He
gave a description as to how people die of starvation inch by inch.
He said that the ‘‘death cannot be just like that of a ~bullet
shot” as if he had seen many persons dying before his eyes
by bullet shots! “It isnot a case like that but gradually, inch
by inch” . Not the whole body died at a time but the person
died inch by mgh. _Son}e of the Members might not have fully
understood the implication of what he said. But just to remove
any misconception I would say that my Friend, Mr. Bhattachatyya,
had never seen a man dying inch by inch before his eyes due
to starvation nor by bullet shots _Instantaneously. Therefore I
say that the picture he wanted to pamnt is not a real picture based
on his personal experience, but this is a picture painted from his wild
imagination. Let him deny it. I pause for a reply. He has not
got the experience of either.

Now, Sir, another wild charge that has been laid at our
doors is that there was no co-ordination between the Supply
Department and the Public Works Department in the matter
of giving employments to the people. Sir, it would be a news
to the Members of this House to know that for Public Works
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Department very recently we had to recruit labourers from e
Gtate such as from the district of Santal Paragana, in Bihas
two batches ; first batch consisted of 250 and the second o
also of the same size. Very recently we did recruit labot e
from Bihar, and why ? My Friend said that those who de
kind of labour such as field work, carth cutting, jungle clearis
etc., may be obtained locally here which 1s not alwwass
correct. 1 am not minimising the gravity of the unemploymes
situation. We admit that there is unemployment. We are qe

alive to this and we are providing this type of work to =
labourers. But the problem is of such a magnitude that no Goves

ment can solve this problem immediately or very soon unlessitg o
with the help of a proverbial magic wand. I donot know whethe
my Communist Friend has seen or posscsses any such thing.
Sir, I will refer to astory by way of illustration to refute ¥
ankind and unfair charge against the Congress organisation.

° .

Mr. SPEAKER : No story please.

Shri BAIDYNATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) : 1 feel temp
t by way of illustration, Sir, and }hat too very briefis

to refer to 1

A

oor man went to the Court to file a pet_ition before
Murﬁir without engaging any pleader. The Munsif asked hi
to obtainl the endorsement of a pleader on theVakalat or agentnams
The poor man replied that he tried to have the same fre
ders but failed as he could not afford to pay

lea ; !
some¢ P fees as the pleaders wanted Rs. 2 to putin his signaty

ded ;
Sl if asked the man to obtain the signature of one of thes

S A
Thedlvignwho were sitting under the thereby banian treéc¢ Or paymess
plea c 3 four. Off went the poor man with the petitiOﬂ and 1mpl o
of a”nger to endorse the petition offering annas four saying what ¢
a plea :sed him to do so. The pleader got very mug

- dvi
Munsif and retorted, by saying, ¢+ Tell the Munsif that the pleades

e i )y S :
al;:(l)oyuse& to Pfl:;t '1,? their signatures on receipt of annas four have al
unsifs -

become :
Ghri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Now the pleaders hay
becom® Ministers:
. pAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, the Congresme
: Shl‘f;icn Ranendra Babu who joined the organisa_gtion,
like rﬁl};notives have left Congress and joined the Opposition.
selfis to be worth the name should be helpfu] and construc

o criticisT® : LTI _
?:reecr Fair and constructive criticisms are always welcomed. B
1 .
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in this House now-a-days the criticisms have become so cheap that
they are not worth a pie even. Critism for criticism’s sake is not
fair. That degrades a person and make him mean, vain and fault

finding.

.Regarding co-ordination. I can boldly say that whatever e do
-we do. it in a co-ordinating spirit. We have full faith in our Leader,
There is full co-operation and co-ordination amongst  the Ministers .
.I'f‘my Friend has the real good of the country at his heart, Je¢ him gq
to the countryside and give this news to the people that the nature
of work mentioned by him namely carth work etc., are al\\'ays offered
+to the people of the State, but unfortunately in many places Workers
for such works are not available. Now, Sir, it is very easy to play to

"the gallary and to talk all sorts of nonsensical things.

‘Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: We are playing to the
gallary, he is playing with the lives of the people.

Shri ‘BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister) : Here i
duother instance of stupid allegation. Then again with regard o
‘the question of advance payment for pumps which has been raised
by one of my Friends, alleging that before a pump begins to operate
in a particular area, people are charged for the same, I may inform
the House the exact position in this connection. _ "The fact is that
some earnest money is taken from the people just to find oyt theip
earnestness and the real position so that Government may find
whether one or more pumps are necessary, how many people v,
‘the pump etc., but if in any particular area 'Govcrnment find ¢
‘the people are mnot in a position to give the earnest Money,
‘Government consider the matter on its own merit and see jf the
condition can be waived or not. [n deserving cases this conditioy has
‘been waived. I am saying this affer enquiry. I have seep With
my own eyes how nicely these pumps are working in thoge areas

nt
lat

which are suffering from drought. So the relaxation of this. tep :
in practice. Sir to put this matter in the way it has been done i:
not- fair. Thatis a traversing of truth. Sir, if some gpe

being satisfied with any decision of the Government as it ig not ¢q
his liking go to any of my Friends of the opposite benches ang POty
something accusing the Government into their ears, our F riends ths
Opposition members, welcome it. He _ considers  the ay’ ale]
duspicious or a ‘Suprabhat’ good morning—for him bCCause h

heard something against the Government, does not atter ¢ a9 Ie
the allegation is false. ' Of course it is better than wild imaginaﬁi:
of such Friend. :
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" Mr. SPEAKER : One matter—a suggestion was put fore
Oy Mr. Hazarika. What is your opinion on this ?

“f.?fj I3

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): I &
coming to that, Sir. That is a good suggestion, no doubt. &
ther-e are some practical difficulties which are known to my Fries
Shri Hazarika. There are two different types of views and both 8
them deserve consideration. One section is of the opmon €
rice should be milled and advocate for the opening of mare mills
facilitate husking. The other section advocates husking of pads:
by Dh‘?“ki- Both these groups have their own reasonings to supps
their view points. This matter was l'c])rcscntcd to me DPersona
by Shri Hazarika about two months ago while I was at Nowgor
He wanted that the Supply Department should give paddy t0 the
who used to husk paddy formerly when the mills were not SO Mus
in prominence, so that after husking the paddy by Dhenki t
would give us the rice. I told him that the best thing would &
if the requisite amount is kept in deposit with Government oI &
payment is made by those who want to take the paddy the ma
would be easy otherwise Supply Department could not 1ssu€ pacGe
on loan. After husking the paddy whatever rice one gets, he or s
may sell the same according to Government direction and natu
thef'e would be some profit and with that margii one ¢o
maintain oneself. With the capital another maunc of paddy sho
be purchased so on and so forth. In this way onc ¢t casily take ¥
Dhqu! husking. T told him that Supply Department was not in
position to give anything on loan unless it was dpnc with W
concurrence of the Finance Department. I gave him that his
I hope my position is quite clear now. If the S_UPPIY Dcpartm
gives some quantity of paddy on loan without taking any IMOREY
some one and if that person does not subsequently make any pal
ment, the Supply Department will be held responsible for &
amount not only that such of paddy without any security or Withor
Finance’s concurrence will be irregular and the officer 1ssullg s
order will not only be responsible for the money but also answerab®
for his irregular action. ~Of course there arc persons who welcow
Dhenki Chhatta rice, but their percentage is not Very high. Ot
people prefer milled riee because the percentage of broken rice !
not so high as in case of Dhenki-Cahtta rice.

Mr. SPEAKER : It may be in demand in the Shillong Hote

g, Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) : Not alwag

séfl' t;lN e kept Joha rice in ration shops, but it has become difficult ¢

none €m. Some times there is a demand and sometimes there
Practically. But when the suggestion has come from you, Si
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Certainly I sha!l make enquiries this evening through our officers
if there "is a real demand. If after enquiry itis found that there
is a regular and substantial demand and the Hotel keepers take
their monthly requirement at a time, necessary arrangements will
then be made. If the quantity is small, there will be difficulty.

Then, Sir, my Friend, Shri Ranendra Mohan Das, said that

when the food situation has improved controls and cordening should
be abolished.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Gradually.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Mookerjee, how long will you take to
finish your speech ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): I have
finished only one-third, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER : In that case you can continue on Thursday.
. Adjournment

~ The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 a.m. on Thursday, the
3rd September, 1953.

Shillong R. N. BARUA,
The 6th February, 1954 Secretary,

Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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