


Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the

| « Assembly, assembled under the Prov
= of India Act, 1935.

First Assam Legislative
isions of the Govermment

3} THE AsseMBLY met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillone. at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, the 9th March, 1940, B 1

{ PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker,

U in the 1
Hon’ble Ministers and 88 memb SIS Wt

Crs.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

) (to which oral answers were given)

Number of boys admitted to the Dhubri G

in the year 1939 overnment High School

H ] Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED asked :

‘ *117. Will Govcmrr;ent be p}.ease;l to state—

e How many boys applied for admission i

{ ~ ' (@) Dhubri }(,}ovzrnment High School inn15}'1§9 (;Jlass VaEEatithe

() How many of them are Hindus and how many are Muham-
madans ? . .

¢) How many of the said applicants got admission ?

N (d) Of those who got admission, how many are Hindus and how

many are Muslims ?

*118. Will Government be pleased to state the names, the father’s
name and home district of each OFStl}}ic ‘?O.YS who got admission in Class VII
of the Dhubti Government High Bc o }11n a - ..

4 *119.(a) Are Government awacx.;e that one Dwijendra Lal Moitra, a
student of Class VII of the Dhubri Government High School is neither a

Be ative of Assam ?
domiciled (Iz?rl_?‘ 51’(1)': on what ground he was admitted

] in the school -
ing the claims of Jocal candidates ? ook

. Director of Publj .
*120.(a) Is it a fact that the ) ublic Instructio

| made out (a)special case for this boy and permitted his admission ?n, R

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state the reasons why the
Director of Public Instruction made Out;lSUChIa case ? Y

| *121.(a) Are Government aware that a large numper afi .
- not get ad(mgssion in Class VII of the said schoo] ? ocal boys did
e (b) If so, what arrangement did Government make to provide
these boys ?
. *122.(a) Is it a fact that Government got a re
! *  people on this subject ?

| (b) Ifso, will Government be ple
Government take on it ?

Presentation from the

co oo

ased to state what steps did
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*123. Will Government be pleased to statc who selected the boys for
admission in Class VII of the school ? _ ‘ -

*124. Are Government aware that the interests of local boys were not
looked to by the Headmaster of the school ? ' _ ‘

¥125. = Do Government propose to issue instructions to the school

authorities to give preference to the local boys ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

117. (a)—Twenty-five.

(b)—Hindus 13
Muslims 12
(¢)—Six.
(d)—Hindus 4
Muslims 2
118.—
SISII;?'I Names of boys Father’s name Home discrict

1. Dwijendra Lal Moitra ... Babu Makhan Lal Moi-

Faridpur.
tra.
2. Tripti Kumar Das ... Baba Susil Kumar Das Goalpara.
3. Md. Matiur Rahman ... Mvi. Majahar Ali Sardar Ditto.
4. Md. Mahibbul Haque ... Dr. Mvi. Md. Abdul Ditto.
: Aziz.
5. Sachindra Chandra Dey Babu Padma Lochan Ditto.
Dey.
6. Upendra Chandra Swar- Sj. Gopal Chandra Swar- Ditto.
nakar. nakar.
119. (a)—Yes.

b)—His admissi :
A Vall(ey) Circlea mission was sanctioned by the Inspector of Schools,

Lal Moit » as 4 special case as the father of the b>y Babu Makhan

ti?ne oitra has been serving in the Education Department for a very long
120. P 5 3

e 20. (¢)—No. The Inspector of Schools gave the permission as stated

(b)—Does not aris
121, | (o)~ Ninetoen bos-

. boys did not dmission f f :
tion. Of¢t get admuission for want of accommo-
Sjbg)ir\lzision. hese, one came from Bengal and others belonged to the Dhubri
(6)—The Inspector of : A
. : : Schools, Assam Valley Circle, issued
truction timely t o > ) ¥ > L
gllsa§;1VII inu;:Iil]eat};l Sghg}é?.SeCrctary of the local Shishu Pathsala for opening
122. (a)—Yes.
(6)—The Director of Puhj; i .
1. Instruct lled f rt from
tho Hesdmaser which s sy s i, Istetion alled fo . seport &

.

n
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) 123.—Sc‘lccti_ons were m:ul_c by the Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley
Circle, on the merits of the applications made by the guardians
7 A 52 S R S U« .
. 12‘1'-1_‘4}5 ]tth H;“ldm%lfuldxd not make any sclection for admission
owing to the tull enrolment of the clas\‘, he was i 3
B S S5 asin no way r S
non-admission of the boys. y responsible for
125.—The point raised by the hon. member will be considered by

Government.

Report of the Tea Garden Labour Enquiry C .
vince y Committee of the Pro-

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV asked :

*126. (a) Do Government propose to di
: : irect the Tea Garden Iab
Enquiry Committee of the Province, to roce i i o g SBOIE
ed < . -
i > P with their enquiry imme-
(6) If not, will Government be plea
; ased I
propose to ask the Committee to submit thelijr rcporttoor?ta&e “éle?l‘lerfthey
enquiry they have already held ? 1= besChoihe
(¢) If the reply to question 126(6) ab is i :
1 2 ove is
Government propose to formally dissolve the said Comnlulilttetcl;io?:g?atwe’ to
- 1 - (dl)) Do Govlernmcnlt propose to have any legislation to improve
the relations between the employers and the emplo ed 1 )
(e) If so, when ? Ployed 1n the Tea Gardens ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied -

126. (a)—No, Government have decided not to continue the enqui
(b)—No. Government have received a ful] oot I(l)ctlu zl']y
circumstances in which the enquiry was intermitted: frort 1he -Clinge the
It had not proceeded far enough for the Committee to Tt i aile man.
report on the terms of reference. quate

(¢)—Yes. )

(d)—The whole question of labour legislation has been revi d
recently by a  Central Conference, and Government have post ev(;ewe
consideration of such legislation un til the proceedings are avaiﬁl lfl poned the

(e)—Does not arise. (8

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Tg it . ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUIL, l\;ACT(}?\;ral(_s‘;gfct, ‘Sl‘l‘ iy
There was a conference of the Labour Ministers a¢ whicl M_UDHURY:
different provinces and Advisers from Provinces ﬁClh mjsters from
Congress-governed attended. Ich were formerly

fabu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: In view of e peciliar sosit
of tea garden labourers in the province dqo not G peculiar position
necessary to study the question of legislation for e OVegnment think it
The Hom’ble Maulavi ABDUL M ATIN :;?Ves.
Government will come to a decision in the light of th HAUDHURY: The
Conference of Labour Ministers. the proceedings of the
the 131?"1) BAIiP}Y;AgAlH'. MSOKERJEE: Did  Government consult
Thr;l ;;in‘i’l':lee &mn‘lllite.e _;%{)e they decided to discontinue it ?
aulavi :
Sir. UL MATIN CHAUDHURY: No,
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Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Was it a Conference ¢
Labour Ministers of all the provinces ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUD}igRL\Y;i:nist\ﬁc;é
Sir, and the Advisers of Governments where there were Congress
before.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Did not th_g g Gov’alhlgﬁfl?gt
think it necessary to consult the members of the committee before
to discontinue the same ? . ,
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: No
Sir. -

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Was it in the %igierlt of a}rl:yc
report of that Conference that the Government decided not to bring
legislation ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY .bellgl?(’:
it was decided to await publication of proceedings of the Conference
any legislation is contemplated.

; l\glr. BAIDYANATI;I MOOKERJEE: May I know the reason why
Government decided not to go on with the Committee ? .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The answer is already there:

whole questio
Conference,

“The
n of labour legislation has been reviewed recently by a (ij‘entré"ﬁ
and Government have postponed the consideration of su
legislation until the proceedings are available”—This is the answer.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Arc we to understand tﬂat
only on the remarks of the Chairman of the Committee, the Committee has
been discontinued.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : The
Government considers that the period of the war is not the appropriate time
to undertake such an enquiry.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :
refused to co-

Is it because the FEuropean group
operate with the Committee ? .
- The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I
have' already given the reason.
‘war 1s not t

The main reason is that the period of the
he Proper time to pr

oceed with the enquiry.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE : T}?cn 2re we to unt_:lcrstz;nd
that if the war is soop, over the Government will resume the Committee ?
The Hon’ble the SP

.Mr. ARUN Ky
(:luues_to perform on t
in their own Jjurisdict;

. 2¢ Hon’ble Maylay; ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : The
question of industria) relation concerns all the provinces alike and therefore
'lct lf. Il?ore Proper for the Lahoyy
o take.

Ministers’ Conference to advise what action

EAKER : This is a hypothetical question.

MAR CHANDA : Has the Government of ’Assam_ no
heir own initiative in the matter of labourers’ lot with-
on ?

Is the war the only consi-
i ' s It
is the main consideratioriulaw ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY
tionsN?Ir' . YANATH MOOKER_]EE : What are the other considera-
The flonble Maulavi ARDUT, MATIN CHAUDMURY :, . The
other cons1derat1on_1s that this Committee was suspended for a long time
because one of the important partjes refused to co
Mr. NABA KUMAR

-operate. )
/ DUTTA: What has the Labour Enquiry
Committee got to do with the war ?

4
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The Homn’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : During

the war the economic condition of the province is unsettled, and abnormal
and it is not the proper time to go on with the enquiry.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV :
the Government should proceed with the e

The Hon’ble Maulgvi ABDUL
ment do not hold that view.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :
red at the Central Conference.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : The Con-
ference discussed the industrial relations between the employer and the
employee.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: In so far as it related to the dis-
trict of Cachar, was not the enquiry concluded, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATI
of reference included not only Cachar but th

Is it not all the more a reason that
nquiry immediately ?

MATIN CHAUDHURY: Govern-

Was not this question conside-

N CHAUDHURY: The terms
¢ whole province.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : May

) ) we know what was the advice
tendered by the Chairman of the committee to Government ?

CHAUDHURY: That is a
am not prepared to give out.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOI'{ERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister
inform the members of the committee at least ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL .MATIN
confidential document and I cannot disclose it.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Wil not the Government
sponsor any legislation for the welfare of labour so long as the war con-
tinues.

‘ble Maulavi ABDUL
ref'er:ernl(l:z t(I)—I?vIzltr was in relation to Labour E
labour legislation.

NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Does not Government think it
necesl::rl;utojee that the labourers get some more reli Whes

The Hon’ble Maula.vi ABDUL MATIN
confidential document which I

CHAUDHURY : Thatis a

MATIN CHAUDHURY: My

nquiry Committee and not

ef economically when
there is a rise in prices on account of the war ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi‘ ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Govern-
ment is having it under observation.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CbHAN;D%: Since Governmeng have not done
the courtesy due to the members of the Commlttee, would not the members
thereof be at liberty to submit their report on their

dwn initiative ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL M ATIN CHAUDHURY: When the
enquiry is dropped that question does not arige. UR

(Starred quest_‘.ion No. 127 stzinding i1_1 the name of Maulavi Mabarak Ali
and starred questions Nos. 128-129 standing in the name of Babu Harendra
Narayan Chaudhuri were not Put and ang
were absent.)
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Principle proposed to be followed for recruitment in Government
Service by the present Government

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

*130. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The principle proposed to be followed for recruitment in
Government service by this Government ?

(b) The different communal and local divisions considered as
units of representation ?

(¢) Do Government propose to maintain those units ?

(d) How and when these units of recruitment for service were
fixed ?

(¢) What is the ratio of ‘appointments fixed for cach of such
units ?

(f ) Whether it is a fact that in order to work up this ratio in the
existing cadres of Government service, candidates belonging
to particular units have been debarred for years together,
from holding new appointments under the various Depart-
ments of Government ?

(g) If so, whether it is a fact that second class M.As. of ordinary
merit have been given preference over first class firsts for the
teaching appointments in the Government Colleges in
Assam ?

(h) Are Government aware of the discontent arising out of the
discount put on merit and university results in the selection

__for services ?

(z) Isit a fact that the percentage of recruitment fixed by the

Bengal Government for different communities recently, will
___have no retrospective effect there ?

(J) Do Government propose to consider the question of reserving
some posts to be filled up on the test of merit and to give
recognition to parts ?

(k) Do Government propose to frame new rules for appointments,
for glving proper representations to the unrepresented com-
munities and also to merit equitably ?

({) Are Government aware that in the over-represented divisions,
there are sections and castes, which are backward and unre-
presented in service and thus requiring special considerations?

repli:‘clll?a Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
130 a), (), (2).& (e)—The -hon,  member i probably  well

aware of the present : : .
A hava beeg e orders, which have long been widely communicated

. quently quoted in the House. A copy of the relevant
glézei?gel:ll%lfsfbﬁi%“we 1\}/‘l[alnua.l and of the CircularplzIo.l-A.P., of the 2nd
it e Tl GVer, have been placed on the Library Table for con-

(s )—The statement j . ;
that in restoring the balance b 1s too sweeping, but it vyould be true to say

offices. particular services and

saiinot Be 352 E Ege descrlptlo’{l of second class M.As., as of ordinary merit

1 1 cC 25 appropriate: itis a fact that in order to give reason-
akle Spporkiniiiog fo under-represented communities the rninim%m ualifi
cation for certain teaching posts has been fixed as a second class M A.q )
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(h)—Government are well aware of the criticism directed against
this policy by all those for whom academic merit is the sole criterion of

importance, but upon the whole they believe that it has produced a much
wider range of satisfaction than of discontent.

(i)—Government have no informatio
(¢), (j) and (k)—The whole question w
has for a considerable time been under review
in the instructions are being examimed.
())—It is not possible to subdivide
while the subject is under cqnsxdcratlon Gove
regarding any specific hardships that may
they can be cured.

n on the point.
hich is extremely complicated
» and certain proposed changes

communities indefinitely, but
rmment will welcome advice
exist and the manner in which

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :

regard to ( f) may I know if the caste Hindus of the Surma Valley
represented in all departments ?

With

are over- .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Th

1at question was already answered
and it was discussed almost threadbare i

N connection with a cut motion.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAR
regard to question (i), may 1 ask whether the G
the example of Bengal by giving fifty-fifty per ce
the communities ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think that question does not  arise.
The answer is that Government have no information on the point. If there
was any answer to the effect that Government are aware of  the = principle

adopted by Bengal, other supplementary questions may arise. As the ans-
wer stands, the question does not arise.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: W
intend to consult a conference ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL A s
I mentioned, I shall consider the subject after the sessions are over.
I want to invite some of the Upper House Members also to the Co
when convened.

CHAUDHURY: With
overnment is ready to follow
nt. of the services to  both

hen does the Hon’ble Premier

Because
nference

Investment of Subdivisional Officers with the pos

' : wers and functions
of the Notary Public under the Negotiahla Instruments Act

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

*131. (a) Are Government aware that the Negotiable Instruments Act
is now freely used in Commercial and Banklng transactions ?

(6) Do Government propose to consider the question of investing
the Subdivisional Officers with the powers g

nd functions of t t
Public under the Negotiable Instruments Act ? s of the Notary

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

131. (a)—Government have no information.
(6)—There is no such demand from banking circles,
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Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are Government aware
that the banking people find much difficulty on account of the absence of a
Notary Public ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
There is no such demand from the banking people.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Wil Government consider
this question in the light of the question put to-day ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
the Banks that are operating in this province apply, in that case I shall con-
sider.

Teaching of Persian in the Goalpara High School

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

*132. Isit a fact that teachers specially proficient in classical languages
only are employed to teach subjects in Persian, Arabic and Sanskrit ?

*133. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether one Syed Abdur Rashid, an Assistant Teacher for
g::neral subjects, has been employed by the Headmaster,
Goalpara High School, to teach Persian in Classes VII and
VIII in spite of his protest and reporting his inability to teach

Persian ?

(6) Whether a numerously signed petition was recently made to
the Inspector of Schools, Assam Val'ey Circle, Jorhat, by the
Goalpara Public to put a stop to this ?

(¢) Whether a petition was submitted to the Inspector of Schools
by one Maulavi Ramjan Ali on the 13th May 1939,
against the action of the Headmaster, Goalpara High
School, for émploying Syed Abdur Rashid to teach Persian
in Classes VII and VIII ?

(d) Whether the said Maulavi Syed Abdur Rashid ever since the
date of his appointment as” a classical teacher only whiles
away his time and does not teach anything ?

(¢) Whether the petition of Maulavi Ramjan Ali has been sent
back by the Inspector of Schools to the Headmaster con-
cerned for disposal ? '

#1134, If the answer to question 133(¢) above be in the affirmative, will
Government be pleased to state the reason why the said petition has been
sent to the Headmaster, Goalpara High School for disposal, against whom
the complaint was made ?

*

135. Do Government propose to take immediate steps to remedy the

evil and facilitate the teachj o
e Goalpaia High Sch(;glg?of Persian to Ehe boys of Classes VII and VIII

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replicd :

132.—Yes, generally so,

133. (a)—There i
ool Bt theveds Onelsi\/;l;u?uch teacher as Syed Abdur Rashid in this

S N otrhenloton A ats - Aavi Sycgl Rashid Ahmed, B.A., B.T., who passed
Gonal Subjects, and heis Co'ns-idexa-énlnations with Persian as one of the Op-
Persian Courses in Classes V1] anrcT VtIOI Ibe competent to teach the Beginners’
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He was reluctant to teach the subject not for his inability but for a false
sense of dignity. o
(b)—An application signed by six gentlemen iincluding one whose
name as guardian could not be verified, was submitted . to the Inspector of
Schools, Assam Valley Circle, requesting him to revise the existing routine at
an early date in the interest of their boys.
(c)—YCS.

(d)—No.  The teacher and the taught are generally found. engag-
ed in their work in course of supervision made by the: Headmaster and the
© Assistant Headmaster. -
(e)—Yes.
134.—This is a matter for the Headmaster: to deal with:
of Schools sent _general Instructions to the Headmaster
routine in Persian.
135.—The Headmaster has been given instructions to. make the. best.
use of his staff and arrange the teaching of Persian accordingly:

The Inspector
about framing his

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr, Speaker, Sir; in ques=
tions of this mature it gives rise to a long series - of answers.  And when we
come to the botton portion of the answers we forget the beginning of it. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Am I to understand that- the hon
member has not followed the answers ? )

Maulavi' MUHAMMAD  AMJAD ‘ ALI: I have followed it But I
was only mentioning that it is difficult to remember all the answers together
before we rise to put supplementaries ? :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
subject.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ‘ALI: Of course they do. Now-as
regards 133 (a) I think so far as-I remember that the answer was that it was
false dignity. ‘ :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The answer is ‘“ He was reluctant to
teach the subject not for his inability but for a false sense of 'dignity *.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know whether he was
unable to teach  Persian and therefore he reported his inability as such ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ' ROHINI: KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That is
admitted, Sir. He said he was unable to teach Persian.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: How could the Government
gather then that it was not his' inability but that it was a false sense of
dignity for which he was not willing to teach'Persian ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KhUMARCHAUDHURI':‘ Because he

as actually found competent to teach.
" The~H};h’ble the SPEAKER :. It was by a process of reasoning. He
passed ‘the I.A: and Matriculation Examinations with' Persian as one- of: the
optional subjects. Therefore, the inference was that he could teach Persian.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ' ALI:: Do Government: consi-
der that a gentleman who has passed the Matriculation Examination
with certain subjects is competent to teach classes’' VII and- VIII in  that
subject ? _

"The ‘Hon’ble Srijut: ROHINI- KUMAR : CHAUDHURI: - Some who
are very proficient in a subject and who were good students-in-theirtime
may: be expected ‘to teach that subject.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:: Was he very: proficient- in
Persian‘in his school days ? Is‘that'sufficient to put him to teach Persian:?

The Hon%ble- Srijut- ROHINI KUMAR: CHAUDHURI: I have
already stated that'the teacher has actually been found competent to-teachs-

All these questions relate to one
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: There were two sets of
complaints. - One is that the teacher himself complained that he was unable
to teach Persian and then there was a complaint from the guardians also.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: But those who are complainants did
not give the correct names.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: It is not the fault of the
questioner.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The questioner must have gathered
some information with regard to that.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know if the school has
a Persian teacher ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I wan
notice of that question.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Does Government mean
to say that a school like the Goalpara Government High School is without
a Persian teacher ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want
notice of that question. I may add that this teacher was found competent
to teach classes VII and VIII. There must be some other Persian teacher
to teach the higher classes.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: With regard to (¢) may I
know how the Inspector of Schools sends the petition of Maulavi Ramjan
Ali to the Headmaster of the school against whom a complaint is made ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That is the
question of procedure. We want to know from the Headmaster what has
actually happened. i

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The specific nature of the
question is that the Headmaster of the school was asked to dispose of that
petition wh}lc the complaint was against him. Is that the usual procedure of
the Education Department of the Assarn Government ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: What com-
plaint does tl'{e hon. member refer to ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Complaint is that the Head-
master of the school had appointed a man to teach the classical subject in
which he was not proficient by his own admission ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
already answered that he was found proficient.

The Hon’b}e the SPEAKER : The petition was forwarded to the
Headmaster against whom there is a complaint.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Com-

plaints against that particular teacher are :—it was alleged th
efficient in teaching Persian an - Stelewps 1ok

: d that he whiled away his tim d d
th ] y e an oes not
teach TalﬂaYH:)I;lg’blgthlf;eé?gE lghe matter was referred to the Head master.

KER: The complaint i
put 2 man who was not competent to teach plaint is that the Headmaster

The Hon’ble Srijut ROK
complaint is against the teacherINI Pie Y STOPRL o Vhos tail

tench and that he whiles s o tlIrtl.:l ewas alleged that he is not able to
Maula;;l MUHAMMAT AM] AD ALT:
(;gggl;r;giic;cir :}A::f l;u}};? Pieads inability to teach a certain subject has been
incompetent to teach Jlfe(i*s.ianThei{Iloavgaltrﬁ e fserdians complain that he s
‘ 1ol 5 = e question i x
g]aisse;oir;?o%yc?ei f%”l,cl}‘}lar gentleman to teach a parftiiﬁf:r ?ngect? ?n Ivii?gh
. tor of Schools. But t};:n again the matter has been referred  to the Ins
pec ) ¢ Inspector of Schools instead of deciding 311;

No, my question is that a
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matter himself refers it to the Headmaster of the school. How does it
happen ? A delinquent has been allowed to sit upon his own judgment.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I take it that the
complaint has been sent to the Headmaster for an explanation ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The com-
plaint has been sent to the Head master and a report of the Headmaster_ has
been received. Having gone through that report Government considers
that there is no room to suspect that the teacher is Incompetent.

Re Cancell;uion of “Brothers’ half-free studentship” in the
Goalpara Government High School

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

¥136. (a) Isit a fact that Srijut Indreswar Barthakur, Headmaster of

the Goalpara Government High School, has cancelled “Brothers’ half free-
studentship” of some students from March 1939 ?
(b) Ifso, will Government he Pleased to state the circumstances

under which each of the “ Brothers’ half-free studentships * was cancel-
2

led %137, (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether t
dure was ever adopted by any Headmaster of the province ?
(b) If so, by whom and in case of whom and under wh

he same proce-

at circum-
stances ? -

*138. (a) Isit a fact that one Maulavi Md. Mobarak Ali requested
the Headmaster of the Goalpara High School in his letter, dated the 15th
March 1939, to quote the 1'1}1(: under which *“Brothers’ half-free studentshlp”
of his son Md. Monsur Ali was cancelled ? ' -

(b) Isit a fact that the Headmaster instead of giving a clear .

reply, sent an evasive reply f(?r which the said Maulavi _Salnb addressed a
letP;el,’ to the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, Shillong, on the 26th

309 ?
March 1 3(90)‘ Is it a fact that t_he said Mgulzwi Md. Mobarak Alj sent a
reminder to the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, on the 18th April
1939 ? . '

(d) Isita fact that the said Maula\q S
19th May 1939 to the Director of Public Instru

a reply ?

ahib posted a letter on the
clion, Assam, Shillong, for

(e) Isita fact that he has not been favoured with a reply till
- ? , : ‘

- dztl‘y139. Do Government propose to call f{or
Mobarak Ali addressed to the Director of Pyubli
have the matter decided on its merit ?

the letter of Maulavi Md.
¢ Instruction, Assam, and

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
136. (a)—Yes. - : -
(b)—These remissions were cancelled under rule 14, Section 22 of

the Assam Education Department Rules and Orders for unsatisfactory pro-
gI‘CSS. : : 3
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.Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Am I to know that the
Headmaster is quite competent to resort to that rule without referring the
matter to the Managing Committee ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI. KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, that is
.my -opinion.

- Maulavi MUHAMMAD ‘AMJAD ALI: ' Isit the opinion of' the
Government that the Headmaster without referring to the Managing Com-
mittee can cancel the free-studentship of students himself ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: It is also again asking for the opinion
of the Government and also asking for any information which can be found
from the Education Manual. Hon. members know that I have ruled
in .thc past that when infor mations are available from the authorised publi-
cations of the Government, such questions should not be put. How the rule
should be interpreted, that is also a question asking for opinion and such
questions should not be put.

) Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD -ALI: The Hon’ble Education

Minister has himself quoted certain rules. How those rules have been com-
- plied with I want to know.

‘The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The rules
have been complied with. :

‘Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Isitnota fact that in cases
of ‘granting free-studentship and cancellation of free-studentship the Mana-
ging Committee is always consulted ?

" The Hon’blz " Srijut  ROHINI: KUMAR. CHAUDHURI: I would
want notice 9( that question because that is not the question actually put.
What I submit is'that in this case the free-studentships have been cancelled
Bngcr rule 14, section 22 of the Assam Education Department Rules:and

- ‘Orders.

‘Maulavi BADARUDDIN: AHMED : -Arec  the Government - aware
that the Managing Committee has nothing to do with the “Brothers® half-

free studentship” ?
The ‘Hon’blé Srijut “ROHINI = KUMAR .CHAUDHURI: Yes.

The Hon’ble ' Srijut: ROHINI - KUMAR : CHAUDHURI replied :
137. (a)——%‘ehs.

(6)—The Headmaster of the North Lakhimpur Government High

School had to withdraw a brother’s: half-free: concession’ for -unsatisfactogry

progress.

R hnfa?}}:viﬂﬁdrgi%pa@ AMJAD - ALI: With regard to (b) mayI
i:Barthakur having been. cl)ntlsfier et iic e .Headrnastcr Srijut Indreswer
-sé.n'lé there also ? posted to North; Lakhimpur, has been doing the

i The: Hon’ble -Srijut
. know:that. jut ROHINI KUMAR. CHAUDHURI: ; I. do not
Maulavi MUHAM

questio:nl;'l (5), I have IZI{?D AMJAD ALI: - The peculiarity is this. In

that has -.happt;ned. Thi feid by whomand in which part of the province

man. Iadibeen transterted St case happened in Goalpara and this gentle-

pened in North Lakhimputr‘oal;igrthSLoakhﬁmpur a}r:d the iame case has hap-
soht ; , wherever, he goes int ) i :

own light and why no other Head master in the prgvince golgstgip?rets in his

The Hon’ble Srijut ROH] ¢
gay that the same Headmaster p;jsle&%gxﬁir CHAUDHURI: . T do not

e
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Assuming that to be true, the Hon’ble
inister ay that. -jic. 1
Mlnlliiiu(izl\]zis IVYIUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The information is there.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
138. (a)—Yes.

())—No. The Headmaster’s reply was that all free concessions
were meant for encouraging progress in study and formation of good charac-

ter. A petition, dated 26th March 1939, was received from Maulavi Moba-
rak Ali by the Director of Public Instruction.

(c)—YCS.
(d)—Yes.
(¢)—No. Director of Public Instruction’s ordsr on Maulavi
Mobarak Ali’s petition was communicated to him on 9th June 1939,
139. —As the matter has been disposed of by Director of Public Instruc-
tion, Government do not propose to take any further acti

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
into the next question, may we hav Hon’ble Speaker:
whether the valuable time 0" the House should be wasted by putting all these
sorts of questions as  my hon. friend Maulavi Amjad Ali is doing ? Are
not the Managing authority competent to decide all these things ? These
things can be referred either to the Managing authority or to the Director of
Public Instruction and I think this Hon. ouse is not meant for all these
small things. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, I shall be very glad if the hon.
members of the House follow the principle which has prompted the present
statement from the hon  member. he question relates to a very small
matter no doubt but all the same these questions were tabled for the
purpose of getting infor mation from the Government and if the hon. mem-
bers are all actuated by the desire of utilising the time.of . the House pro-
fitably and refrain from putting such questions, then of courss it would be of
greater advantage to the whole House making it possible to proceed on with
some other more important questions.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: My, Speaker, Sir. I take
strong exception to the conduct of my hon. frienc} sitting to my right. We
put questions not for a child’s play but for a definite purpose in view.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

on
Mr. Speaker, Sir.

Before we, enter
¢ an idea from the

The hon. member did not use the ex-

ion ‘child’s play’.
pre'ssll\'laulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : 1 take serious objection to the. words
“schilds’ play”’. )

Maulavi  MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Sir, all these questions
which were submitted have been ad mitted by the Hon’ble Speaker.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Yes, I have said that these questions

. mation from : the ‘Government., I
do not say that these questions are not nece

ssary.
'Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD AL :

: Sir, is it proper to- use the
word ‘waste of time’ with regard to the

ga S€ q ‘estions ? If that view be taken
by the Chair then I have nothing to say but I conside

objectionable and improper and I would ask the Hon’ble Speaker to ask that
particular gentleman to withdraw hijs remarks (laughier) .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, it would be more courteous not to
use the expression ‘waste of time. When the hon. member has taken
exception to that expression, Maulavi Abdur Rahman may withdraw it.

HMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : A]l right, Sir. T said ‘valuahle time of
the House’, g iy
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Re abolition of Toll-bar on the Burnibat Iron Bridge on the Pangp-
Gauhati-Shillong Road

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked:

*140. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The time when the Burnihat iron bridge on
Gauhati-Shillong road was constru ted ?

(b) The cost of construction of the present Buri

(¢) The amount that has been realised as toll
tion of the present bridge ? ) %

(d) Whether Government propose to abolish the Toll-bar !

(e) If so, from what date ?

the Pandu-

1ihat bridge ?
since the construc-

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied:

140. (a)—In April 1928.

(6)— Rupees 91,210.

(e)—Rupees 79,601 up to the end of the calendar year 1939. The
collection of tolls on this bridge is leased out by calendar not financial
years.

(d)—No.

(e)—Does not arise.

Teaching of Persian in the Goalpara Government High School

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

*141. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether under Memorandum No. 224/1-M/48/39, dated
the 2nd August 1939, the Assistant Director of Public
Instruction for Muhammadan Education iequested the
Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle, Jorhat, that the
teaching of Persian in Classes VII and VIII of the Goal-
para Government High School should be entrusted to
Maulavi Azimuddin Ahmed ?

(b) If so, what step, if any, has been taken by the Inspector of
Schools, Assam Valley, to give effect to that suggestion ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

141. (a)—Yes.
_ (b)—The Inspector has given instructions to the Head Master
accordingly.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:

answer that one Maulavi Azimudd; .

Goalpara High School ? uddin Ahmed is
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINT )

member did not ask me about that t}f;?MAR LA X .The po
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AM JAD 'ALI =

to have got that information for this question. ?

notice of this question, Sir, in another i i . Al
g L o er question where this information

Does it not appear from this
a Persian Teacher ot the

The Hon’ble Minister ought
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Modification of the Revised Leave Rules

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI
*142. Will Government be pleased to st
(a) Whether it is a fact that the “Revised Leave Rules” made by
the Government of Assam will apply only in case of officers
appointed from the year 1934 » = -
(b) Ifso, does it apply in case of medical leave ?
(¢) Do (}ovcz‘nn}cnt propose to consider the desirability of modi-
fying the “Revised Leave Rules” apd allow the benefit of
old Leave Rules to all officers ?

asked :
ate—

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid = Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied 3 . ) -

142. (a) The Revised Leave Rules which were issued on 26th Febru-
ary 1934 apply to all those persons who entered Government service whether
in a permanent or othey capacity on or after the 1st March 1934 or to
those who were in coatinuous Government service before that date and
elected to come under the rules,

(b)‘—The question is not understood. The rules
arant of medical leave also.

] (5)_N0 It was COHS@C.I‘CCI that the Fundamental Rules had gone
too far in liberalizing leave conditions and the Revised Leave Rules, which
follow generally the rules laid down in the Civil Service Regulations, were
adequate for oflicers servir = o

provide for the

1g 1n their own country

Clerks of the Subdivisional Office at Barpeta
Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

*143. Ave Government aware th

at Barpeta cannot enjoy holidays ar

at the clerks in the Subdivisional Office
0

d are to work daily till late hours
at night ?
- The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sy MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

143.—Yes, as in other offices thy

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: s it afact th
clerical hands, the office work at the Barpeta gmﬁl?cﬁiii?ogle
much ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid §ip MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That is not our information.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS:

that ?
Saiyid §

paucity of
esuffers very

Government enquire about
The Homn’ble Maulavi ir MU .
S}ilr, it 1§ uﬁ) to the Su}]l:)divislional Officer to COmeHltl\thI:)’Iilh)e S‘E‘I;VDC?}HI;Q ]
through the proper channel if he fi ) .
Preseft staﬁ‘.p 2 ‘ 1t he feels that he cannot carry on with the

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS:
sional Officer informed the Governme

The Hon’ble Maulavj
I do not know about that,

Sir’ is it not
nt about it ?

Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

a fact that the Subdivi-
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)

Islamic Teacher in the Kanaighat Government Middle English
School

Maulavi Md. ABDUS SALAM asked :

137. (a) Are Government aware that thece is a post of an Islamic
Teacher in the Kanaighat Government Middle English School in the district
of Sylhet ?
(b) Are Government aware that the said post from the beginning
of its creation has been temporary and the teacher against the said post has
been working on a temporary basis, for the last 12 years ?

(c) Are Government aware that the postis a pressing need for
Islamic Education of a large number of Muslim boys reading in the said
School ?

(d) Isit a fact that the said teacher has submitted representations’
more than once for making him permanent in the post ?

(e) If the answer to question (d) above isin the affirmative, will
Government be pleased to state the reasons why the said - teacher after so
many years’ service has not been made permanent ?

(f) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of making
the post of the said Islamic teacher permanent for the interest of the
Muslim boys ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI' KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

137: (a)—Yes:
(6)—VYes.
(¢)—Yes.

(d)—Yes, to the Director of Public Instruction.
¢ z m(:)—'fhe ?gectgr of Public Instruction recommended the creation
of a permanent post but decision was held di ! .
R R b e Gamiiitter. as held over pending recommendations-of
(f )—The suggestion will be considered by Government.

Distribution of'a sum of Rs..25,000 for taking over Venture Lower
Primary Schools

Srijut BISHNU RAM 'MEDHI asked :

138. Is it a
a sum of 1({13)_ 2; 1(;:0% farc‘;:vt.gag ’ghe last Clongress-Coalition Ministry distributed
Boards*or takin’g ovgr V;n(‘zurtanL the budget for 1939-40 to different Local
tive jurisdiction ? ower Primary schools within their respec-
(8) Ifso, will G .
order has yet been made tgv:rll';gllgrﬁxbe
the Venture Lower Pri 5
year runs out ?

pleased to state why no payment
S different Local Boards, to tz?ke over
Yy schools selected by them, before the financial

w

Zl
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139. Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to pass
necessary orders for payment enabling the different Local Boards to take up
the Venture Lower Primary schools within the financial year ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied ;

138. (a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.
139.—Yes.

Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: Wil the Hon’ble Minister please
state if the last Government allotted more sum for the purpose to different
Local Boards ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No.

answer is already there,
Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOT : May I know, Sir, how the Local

Boards have come to know about the proposal and how the questioner has

been in a position to put the question, if the last Government did not allot
funds for the purpose ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Final
orders about actual distribution were not passed until recently.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI ¢ Isitnot a fact that a sum of
Rs.25,000 was provided in the budget for taking over the Venture Schools
and the names of the schools were C

S alled for from different Local Boards ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, that is

true.
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : What is
order” ?

The Hom’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
that the schools are not finally selected.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is it a fact that the file is
awaiting order from the Hon’ble Minister ?

The Hom’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not

know, Sir, how the hon. member got the information that the file is await-
ing orders.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: It is clear from reply to question

No.139. The answer is ‘yes’, and the questioner is perfectly right in making
the inference. .

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
inform the hon. member that the orders have been already passed.

The

meant by ““final

I mean

I may

Recommendations of the All-Assam Parij

ally Excluded Arveas Con-
ference held at Barpathar on 26th December 1939

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

140. (a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the follow-
ing resolutions Nos. 1, 2, 4 and 5 of the All-Assam Partially Excluded Areas
Conference held at Barpathar on the 26th December 1939 under the Presi-
dency of Srijut K. Chaliha, 5. L., m. L. A., (Central) and ’published e
Times of Assam of 13th January 1940 ?
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(1) That this meeting urges on the Government to bring in fh'c Pz.n'-
tially Excluded Areas, viz., Garo Hills, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, M.Lku' Hills
and the Barpathar and Sarupathar Mauzas within the Mikir Hill Tracts
under the ordinary Civil and Criminal Law and Procedure of the Hon’ble
High Court. .

(2) That the Manipur Road Station area and the Dimapur Bazar which
are inhabited by the plains people should be cut off from the Naga Hills
Area within the district of Sibsagar, and should be administered as settled
areas.

(4) That an Experimental Agricultural Farm be started at Barpathar in
view of the growing demand for the Barpathar pineapples which are consi-
dered to be the best in the Indian markets and for other reasons.

(5) That in view of the growing menace of Kala azar a centre at Nao-
jan be opened immediately and a complete survey of Kala azar patients in
the Golaghat subdivision be made in this cold weather.

(b)) Has any action been taken on these resolutions ?
(c) If so, what are they ?
(d) If not why not ?

141. (a) Has any action been taken on the recommendations of the
Partially Excluded Areas Conference held in May and July 1939 at Shillong
convened at the instance of the Government of Assam ?

(b) If so, what are they ?
(¢) If not, why not ?

1"Ic‘lhe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

140. (a)—Government have seen the Press Report.
(b) & (c)—The suggestions have been brought to the notice of the
Departments concerned.
(d)—Does not arise.
141 ¢ a).&(b)-—The recommendations have been examined in the Secre-
tariat and will be considered by Government after this session.
(¢)—Does not arise.

Amo\';nt ot: tax realised in 1938-39 under the Assam Motor Vehicles
axation Act, 1936 and the amount paid to each local body

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH asked :

142, i
2. Will Government be pleased to state separately the amounts

collected from e :
om each of the subdivisions of the province as tax on motor

hicl : .
chLCs?b ;11\1;?3 ; also the amounts paid by Government to each local bodies in
on, on this account for the year 1938-39 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi

replied : Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

142.— i
The following Statement gives the information asked for ;:—

~

»

'y
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Amount of tax Amount paid to each local body
realised in 1938-39
Name of under the l‘f;‘.lsslam
subdivision. I\T'Igglt'ixchgt,cs Name Amount
1936
RS. Rs.
Silchar 19,413 Silchar Local Board 8,436
Silchar Municipal Board 2,922
Hailakandi... 1,454 Hailakandi Local Board , 1,901
Hailakandi Town Committee... 235
Sylhet 23,681 North Sylhet Local Board 3,750
Sylhet Municipal Board 3,750
Karimganj ... 4,642 Karimganj Local Board 2,230
] Karimganj Municipal Board . 422
Habiganj 4,425 Habiganj Local Board 1,198
Habiganj Municipal Board 40
South Sylhet 6,406 South Sylhet Local Board 5,55
. Maulvibazar Municipal Board 678
Sunamganj 23
Shillong 34,836 Shillong Cantonment Board 2,823
Shillong Municipal Board 11,949
Dhubri 2,271 Dhubri Local Board 167
Dhubri Municipal Board 218
Gauripur Town Committee 83
Goalpara 1,774 Goalpara Local Board 630
Goalpara Municipal Board 371
Gauhati 18,489 Gauhati Local Board 191
Gauhati Municipal Board 3,292
Palasbari Town Committee 157
Barpeta 1,949 Barpeta Local Board 273
Barpeta Municipal Board 60
Tezpur 24,234 Tezpur Local Board 8,948
Tezpur Municipal Board 1,047
Mangaldaij ... 4,705 Mangaldai Local Board B, My 6,277
Mangaldai Town Committee ... 303
Nowgong 8,988 Nowgong Local Board 1,740
Nowgong Municipal Board 839
Sibsagar 11,924 Sibsagar Local Board 4,144
Sibs?gar Municipal Board 799
Nazira Town Committee 1,008
Jorhat 32,951 l]Iorlﬁat Local Board, .. 6.904
orhat Municipal Boar i
Golaghat 9,200 gollaghat LocaIl) Board i 2’823
) olaghat Municipal B .
Dibrugarh ... 71,390 Dibrugarh Local lgoarc? G 22:?33
Dibrugarh Municipal Board | 7,202
T_OomkDooma Town Committee 1,800
North 6,310 North Il.:lkl\l-/xiil:rrlucli? G P e ERET
Lakhimpur. North Lakhimpur Torn, ooird 212
mpur Town Com- 794

mittee.




626 QUESTIONS [91H MAR,

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS : Will the Hon’ble Premier please state
the basis of distribution to each of the local bodies ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Under the provisions of the Act that was passed in 1936.

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS ; But from the figures given here, it is
seen that the amount to some Local Bodies is very low and in some Local
Bodies it is very big.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
If my hon. friend had looked into the section that I have quoted, he
would find that the amounts paid to the different Local Boards were accord-
ing to the sum of realisations by them for the year 1936.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know whether the Local Boards
are compensated according to the losses they are now sustaining by deduc-
tion from their actual income ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Under the section quoted, Government is bound -to give a compensatory
grant up to the extent of what they have themselves collected in 1936, and
the surplus is then divided in the proportion of 25 per cent. for the provin-
cial roads and 75 per cent. for the Local Board roads. So they get an extra
sum.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Will that 75 per cent. be allowed
according to the tax realised ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Yes, Sir. 2

-

Re Gangapukhuri High English School in the district of Kamrup
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

143. {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education aware that
the Gangapukhuri High English School in the district of Kamrup is a full-
fledged institution which the villagers of the locality have built at great
sacrifice ?

(b)) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of help-
ing such an institution ?
) (c) If sop do Government propose to make an adequate recur=
ring grant to the said school from the next financial year ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

143. (a)—Gangapukhuri High School was originally started as a rival
schqol to some other schools in the locality. Later on, there were two
factions in the same village and the Government understand that two
schools are now yrorkmg within half a mile of each other. Government are
not aware tobwhxch of these two schools the question relates.

(b) and (¢)—Unless these two schools come to a mutual under-

di d : o, B :
f)tfag'lelrrxllg. and amalgamate, Government will find it difficult to help either -,

Srijut GA
Mnis:;g‘;)roposgl:: rfiiNTA TALUKDAR : Does the Hon’ble Education
e et ok €-an endeavour to bring about mutual understand-
ools and try to amalgamate them as has been done

by the past Educati ini :
Hyigh SI():hools : cation Minister in the case of the Barbbag and Barkhola :
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The Ins-
pector of the Assam Valley Division who belongs to this locality has been
trying his best to bring about an amicable settlement,

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : 1 haye myself tried my best
and have failed in the endeavour. So, will the Hon’be Minister also try to
bring about this desirable settlement ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If the hon.
member who belongs to this locality has failed to bring about a settlement,
it will be useless for me to make an endeavour.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: These schools are really in
need of Government aid and I find that the Government are.........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The hon. member is starting a dis-
cussion. If he wants to do that, there is a rule in the Assembly Rules that
such discussions can be started after 4 p.m. ]

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : I wanted to draw the atten-
tion of Government to this important fact that, instead of leaving this
matter to me, the Government themselves should come forward and bring
about a settlement. I want to know whether the Hon’ble Minister is
prepared to do so or not.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :The H n’ble Minister has already said
that it is for the hon. member who has put the question to try his best, and
it he fails, it will not be possible for Government to do anything.

The klon’ble Srijut _ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I would
request the hon. member, Sir, to try again ani more earnestly.

Re establishment of a Criminal Court at Nalbari
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

144. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state —
(@) When was the Criminal Court opened at Nalbari and what
were the objects and reasons for doing so ?
(b) What are the reasons which led the Government to discon-
tinue the court since the 15th of December last ?

145. Are Government aware that a large section of people is resenting
this action of the Government and that strong protests have been raised
from many quarters ?

146. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The nature and volume of protests raisc
made for the re-establish
nently ?

(b)) If they have received any representation demanding the
abolition of the said court ?

d and representations
ment of the said court perma-

(¢) Ifso, how many and from whom ?
(d) Do Government propose to re-consider
establish the said court ?

The Hon’ble _ Khan Sahib Maulayi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI replied :

144. (a)—On the 7th December 1937,
would prove a considerable convenience to liti
Nalbari, would enable the same officer t
revenue work on the spot with simila
might even save a good deal of mone
on diet and road expenses of witnesses.

the case and re-

It was expected that the move
gants in the neighbourhood of
O register to carry out other, e. g.,
r advantage to the local public, and
y which would otherwise be spent
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(b)—The reasons were numerous, but can be shortly stated to the
effect that the advantages expected, proved in fact to be illusory, and the
experiment ‘had led to undesirable detention of witnesses, on which the
High Court made severe comments. The Magistrate had no proper c¢jlash,
no lock-up and no court office staff : and the provision of those would be
very expensive : the Court Stafl had to be deputed from Gauhati, and in
the outcome many cases had to be tried at Gauhati from this neighbourhood
(though in some the accused were admitted to bail in circumstances which
ordinarily would not be deemed to warrant such a step) simply because the
accused could not be kept at Nalbari nor sent in and out daily. The
saving in expenses did not eventuate. Work at Gauhati suffered from the
absence of the Court Office staff so deputed, and also from the fact that the
Magistrate was not able to take his ordinary share of miscellaneous work
there.

145.—Government are aware that the withdrawal has caused much
disappointment to the local people, and they received numerous protests.

146. (a)—There were two vernacular representations signed by local
residents, two resolutions purporting to have heen passed by meetings in the
villages, and one representation from a mukhtear who signed as the
Secretary of the Lawyers’ Association, Nalbari, covering resolutions passed
by the lawyers practising at Nalbari.

(b)—Yes.
X (¢)—A representation from the Lawyers’ Association, Gaubhati,
and a reminder from the same.

: (‘l)-—.Not at present. Government have under consideration the
question what it would involve to establish a separate subdivision, which
appears to be the only real solution for the claims of outlying and important
arecas such as the Nalbari area, and whether, since the crcation of a sub-
division would be very expensive and does not appear likely to come into
the sphere of practical politics in the near future for that reason, any other
means of providing greater official attention to the area can be found.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : With reference to answer to
(d) may we know when the Government propose to give their consideration
to all the facts and circumstances regarding the necessity of establishing a
subdivision at Nalbari ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: Sir, it is under the consideration of Government. I think very

?ggzstly the Government will take into their consideration all these

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : I desire to know, Sir, whether

(_;z'lovermbnlt;nﬁ will make efforts to ascertain the financial liability involved in
the establishment of a subdivision at Nalbarj ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maul .
i a MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: All these facts will be exa m‘i’;ed later on.

Srijut GAURI KANTA . .
the approximate time when itTv‘vl?l:lLEeK ﬁlzﬁlid ?May weBavedn deg gl 0

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUD ABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-

DHURI: The whol : p
S whole question will be taken up probably after the Budget

Srijut GAURI K -
year, Sir ? ANTA TALUKDAR: Within the course of this
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The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: So I hope, Sir, that the matter will be taken into consideration
within the financial year.

Number of motor buses run by different local motor services in the
L Habiganj Subdivision

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

147. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The number of motor buses run by
services in the Habiganj Subdivision ?

(b) The number of Muslim and Non-
buses ?

(¢) The numbe'r of Muslim applicants who have been refused
grants of licenses for those services ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the Subdivisional Police Officer is
the local authority for issuing the said licenses ?

(¢) Whether itis a fact that there is ga Motor Association at
Habiganj ?

(f) Whether Government is aw

of the said Associ
any bus ?

different local motor

Muslim owners of those

1 are of the fact that the President
ation can refuse granting affiliation to

* The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
| 147. (a)—44. .
‘l , Ebg———Muinm 6, Non-Muslim 38.
| (¢)—Two. ) .
(d)—Yes. But the issue of perinits by him is subject to the con-
firmation of the Superintendent of Police, Sylhet.
e)—Yes. .
( JE” g—Yes, presumably. But this does not concern Government
as the Association is a private concern and holds no monopoly of the
4 roads.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  With reference to (¢), Sir, in view of
the fact that the number of Musllrr.l applicants was very small, may I know
why these two applications were rejected ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
report from the local officers is that these two Muhammadans applied at a

late stage. p
Y Nl ABDUR RAHMAN:  Will the Hon’b!
look into the matter by askl.ng ‘th’e po.hce officer to recon

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sa{lyld Sir MUHAMMAD

e power of grant of permits to ply motor transport in the province has, under
the Government of India Act of 1935, bf‘:en delegated to what are known as
Original Transport Authorities and it will be up to these people to apply to
them.
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Isit the Intention of Government
to extend communal representation from

the services to bus licenses also ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That relates to a question of policy.

¢ Minister kindly
sider it ?
SAADULLA : The

L]
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’ GRANT NO. 3
(8. Provincial Excise—contd.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. We were dealing  with
cut motion No. 2* standing in the name of Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua
under Grant No. 3 8. Provincial Excise ”’, yesterday. )

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Sir, I rise to
oppose this motion. This cut motion is meant to censure Government for
not closing the liquor shops on Sundays and other holidays. But I under-
stood from the speech of the hon. mover that he confined himself to the
imposition of restriction in the tea garden arcas alone. As the wording of
the resolution goes, this is a restriction which the hon. mover wants to im-
pose on liquor shops in the whole province. And further, I have not under-
stood from his speech whether he means that the liquor shops should be
closed on all holidays for festivals of the different religions as well as on
Sundays.

- Now, Sir, so far as the merits of the case are concerned, the mover will
find from paragraph 10 of the Excise Administration Report for 1935-36,
1937-38 and 1938-39 that of the total consumption of liquor, the tea garden
people are responsible for two-thirds. These people are well-known for
their drinking habit and the only holiday they get is Sunday and a few other
hohda}{s. If shops are to be closed on those days which they require most,
they will b.e deprlv.ed of the day’s enjoyment, resulting in illicit distillation
gn_d_ ex(fes_swe_brewmg of pachwai. Occasional raids for detection of cases of
illicit distillation and brewing of pachwai will arise more and more, and it
will lead to strikes and other troubles amongst the labour force. In view of
the present opium prohibition scheme in operation and to make it a success,
Government have issued instructions to the Excise Staff to consider the detec-
tion of illicit distillation of liquor and pachwai in the prohibition area to be a
matter of secondary concern for their duty. These are the factors which
must be seriously considered and should not be passed over lightly. In view
of the difficulties that I have already stated, which will arise out of the
stoppage of the supply of liquor on holidays, the hon. mover will, I hope
see his way to withdraw his motion. ’ i

e ?The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What does the hon. mover propose to

' Srijut SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA: I want to pr ;
: th -
"I"rlfﬁ I;I:’ﬁl’ble the SPEAKER : The question is: R
. -at the provision of Rs.23,734 under Grant No.3, Major head—8.—
Provincial Excise, Minor head—A.—Superintendence (t(’)ta.l),J at page 44 of

the Budget be reduced by R :
Rs.2,95,900 do stand redgceds't};?of{sz:i'(’)o.t e LR RO

The motion was negatived.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Sir

of Rs.23,734 under Gy I beg to move that the provision

ant No.3, Major head—8.— s 2 ;
head—A —S . > Major hea 8.—Provincial Excise, M
Rs.100, i.e , t;’llléc;:g(t;::’iegf(‘: eh(tOtal)’ at page 44 of the Budget b}ie lreéucecllng;
by Rs.100. the whole grant of Rs.2,95,900 do stand reduced

* That the isi
Trxcise, Minos heagfv,lsf‘s‘ff Rs. 23,734 under Grant No. 3, Major head—8.—Provincial
Rs. 100, i.c., the a , at page 44 o e o
(ro t.:.e mur:‘éﬁ;‘;‘;ﬁghe whole grant of Rs, 2,9‘;,9%:0 googt;.?lg ’Egggeé ll))e zgE teod Moy
days.) ent for not closing the liquor ~hops on Sunflz}'s aidltiilelrolo.]'
10]1-
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AT A1 c1gatai, abi 23 arNara fagas wjuig sfrAvy FE-
swfe wawarsal s9Ra wF fAaRkarza @8 =193 wa  fafaayes fas
7fq4t7 73 €2 motion 32 TR |

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, the hon. member can speak well
in English. He is quite well-versed in English. If he speaks in English we
can then follow him,

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA: sftaty w32l fastl fagaee ata
@Bl frgta ang @ figtaars (afaatts arew | —
'ﬂTa?f-TST wiza fafey (ANTAITY fosys (Ffa (TR 513% 21 atest,
A 817 (3387 &3 ANMTAlE 1 (1 313 3% 2= LAl TN TSRS
AlFAITT 77Y Aalg FA | foy wift wAts a@aaeE (qF wotne Aaers
T (37 T FNY AT | ISR QG G191 A4t qwwgl R
(AMFART 1 T3 QIR FHITTT 87 Breatars csas frm feaqa afes
319, TR AeATSAR fafiegez 72 @ ety Sapiw ofqSy) w3 (e
VAL (59T (TT7Y7 (ANIANT” 4FA5Le (T977 5737 9537 BRI T
WA 5130 B 19 1w qand @R [ coRy Wy wifzey, sRAAGT fori@s
ORY (7% (5B afears woge) czial M3 | A gHEASIT Tlad3 A3 AN
feote (wasantaa 1) (NN canraacs” @fearaget am gstas fada
Qg | 3199, codfaans wfeweq A3l cifig 1 mfmice. some fams
CHITA AFF (1T (A7 S12 ATIET T8 A (FICA 5185 Y A{FIA WH 227 |
@F 4397 BRIV AARB  (ANINIT TS| Wity IF W@ Aiww@ iEa
g1 fafaaicde 385 o132 431 <A CRIF(N |ASa 333 =fest 3 exfea
@ty T 7R 13 99 WIFT A{'g 613 A ST Ffgee rqefea®y =t
zifd g3 qfar ©9 »facad SRS (s T3 T8 oA ST o
fasiteq wirag wiea GRS sifiacs ~ife fanl wgdraz seiws sty =
AT stana 517 542 4T Aataa 1 | Angs facaads @ spafaiged
FA] ARI T BY IR AT ANS qANF (vdfrarey wyrais
|RH1AY 6B A(A9 1Y AU foulq fAaman oty st earz ascas &3 |
(i3 SIS (3 AV BAq Bfacg |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :
“That the provision of Rs.23,734 under Grant No.3, Major head—8.—
Provincial Excise, Minor head—A.—Superintendence (total), at page 44 of

the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.c., the amount ol the whole grant c!
Rs.2,95,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”
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Srijut GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have
found frequently that Government are balking the opinion of the Local
Boards as to where their excise shops should be located.  The Gauhati Loeal
Board has altogether ceased giving its opinion because it has found that its
opinion carries no weight with the Government. So in supporting this
motion I would suggest that the Government should either give up inviting
opinions, or if they invite at all they must give due consideration to such
opinions, for w= do not like to see that responsible and well-considered opi-
nions of Local Bodies should be slighted in this manner.

Srijut KRISHNANATH SARMAH : I know of several instances at
Jorhat. There is one liquor shop at Meleng which was removed to a village
area where there was no consumption by the village people. There was a
great protest from the Local Board and the local people ; but the Excise
Department did not pay any heed to these protests. There is another shop
at Rangajan. There was a huge protest from the people. The shop had
to be put in one place ; but there was objection and it was removed to
another site. The Local Board requested for the removal of this shop, but
Government did not hear. Then, as regards the liquor shop at Kokilamukh.
There are innumerable Satras near the Brahmaputra river and a lot of
people come to visit the Gosain and the ground of opening this shop there
is to provide facility to people to drink while on their way to visit the
Satras !

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: May I know from
the hon. member when the shop was opened there ?

Srijut KRISHNANATH SARMAH : It was about 6 or 7 ycars ago
when the shop was opened against great protests from the people as well as
fron_l the _Lo.ca] Board. So the Jorhat Local Board think that it is useless
to give opinion. They think it an insult when their opinion is not given due
weight.

With these words, I support the motion.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Sir, the opinion of the Local Bodies
has been constantly flouted for some years, and once the North Lakhimpur
Town Committee had actually to non-co-operate with the Department in
this matrer. Now, Sir, even from the last Annual Report of the Excise
Administration, we find tha! the opinions of the Local Bodies consulted
during the year 1938-39 have been uniformly disregarded

I will just read a paragraph from the Report on the Administration of
the Excise Department for the year 1938-39 :
respecg‘g;‘en?;r};z?pla(}c a:}d the Local Boards were as usual c9nsulted in
Roatiof b Board. has ::o()n:)g%elrtxilng and closure of excflig,‘c a.]nd opium shops.
tions or suggestions were maf:l c 0}1;1 or s.l‘lggestlon to offer, but where objec-
considered and accepted se b e, the wishes of the”Boards were carefully

But, Sir, we find that in ;92.1‘3 found reasonable . v
beenscﬂoTu}fedS' The Report i orll)?r cent of the cases these opinions have

e Silcha iei Ly}
WAthag the municfpﬁ??gffalgﬁarg objected to the loca.tiox} of excise shops
or opium shop outside rnut'lici 1e 1'oa~rd was asked to indicate why a ganja
one within the municj .cipal himits would be less objectionable than
‘ to suggest an alternative site. The
he reason they put forward in support

of a general g
elsewhere in th : nature applicable to .
€ Province. Government therefore couicldunc'fi1 Ozlljtszcellgfa:i?:

The North Lakhimpur T,oca] Board recom-

new site but in view Oftlilchmhg-(ﬂ.i% country . spirit and opium shops to a
prohibitior, campaign the shifting of the gte was

B
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not considered imperative. The desire of the North Lakhi mpur Town
Committec and the Local Board to have the town liquor shop shifted a mile
or so further away from the limit of the town could not be accepted as it
was contrary to the Government policy of securing an effective watch over
such shops............... ”

Further, the Report mentions the opinions received from the Dibrugarh
Municipal Board, the Tezpur Local Board, the Mangaldoi Local Board, the
Jorhat Local Board and the Sibsagar Local Board. But in all these cases the
opinions of the local bodies have been disregarded on some plea or other.
Formerly the Government used to say that these Boards did not give any
reasons in support of their opinions, but nowadays I find from the Report
itsell that all the Boards gave reasons for their opinions. Even then not in a
single case their opinion has been accepted.

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I rise to oppose the motion. Under the rules, Government have to take
opinions of different Boards regarding change of sites of certain excise shops,
or opening or closing down of certain shops. Now, so far as I remember the
opinions received from certain Boards and the reasons adduced in support of
them involve complicated questions of policy regarding prohibition of liquor
altogether. From certain Boards we have received resolutions to the effect
that all the }iquor shops in the subdivision should be closed dow . Sir, this
naturally raiscs a question of policy. As we have not been as yet able to
decide anything about prohibition of liquor, these recommendations of the
Boards cannot be given effect to.
As regards change of sites of certain shops, Government will always, as
far as practicable, try to accede to the request of the Local Bodies. In
certain cases in which we received certain recommendations from the Local
Bodics, due enquiry was made and it was found that their objections were
not satisfactory. Therefore Government could not accede to . their request.
But, Sir, I can assure the hon. mover that whenever any reasonable and
satisfactory objection is adduced by any Local Board, Government will try
to give effect to their recommendation. In view of this assurance, Sir, I
-request the hon. mover to withdraw his motion. .
Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : The reply is not in the Icast satisfactory
Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :
¢ That the provision of Rs.23,734 under Grant No.3, Major head—8.
—Provincial Excise, Minor head—A—Superintendence (total), at page 44 of
the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.2,95,900, do stand reduced by Rs.100.”
The motion was negatived.

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
the provision of Rs.23,734 under Grant No. 3, Major head-—8.—Provincial
Excise, Minor head—A—Superintendence (total), at page 44 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,95,900 do
stand reduced by Rs. 100.

Sir, the intention of moving this motion is to censure Government for
not giving settlement of Excise Shops to members of the Scheduled Caste
peopl-e_in the district of Sylh=t. Duaring th= time of the Congress
Coalition Government, a circular was issued to the effect that in the areas
where excise shops exist and the number of the Scheduled Caste people

predominate, those shops should be settled with the members of the
Scheduled Castes.
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Sir, in the subdivision of Habiganj, so far as I rcmcml)cr,”sct.tlcn_lent
was given in the month of January (A4 wice: No). However, Sir, it might
be in the month of February. But though the circular has not been
withdrawn, it has not been given effect to. Sir, last vear some five
excise shops were settled with the Scheduled Caste people, but this year
only one has been settled with them. So, thjs shows that the Govern-
ment is not acting up to the instructions of that circular.

Again, Sir, the Committee that was formed, consisted of two members
which was, I think, illegal. Moreover, no member from the Scheduled Caste
was taken in to represent the interest of the Scheduled Caste people. In this
way the rights of the Scheduled Caste people have been ignored. The settle-
ment of the excise shops may serve two useful purposes, firstly, it may help
to improve the economic condition and s=condly to solve the unemployment
problem to some extent among the Scheduled Caste pecople. So, a great
injustice has been done to these poor people by not giving effect to the
Government circular by the local authority. In the subdivisions of Sunam-
ganj and Maulvibazar also the same thing has been done. I would there-
fore urge upon the Government to make immediate enquiry into the matter
and take necessary steps :

With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion for the _acceptance of
the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

““ That the provision of Rs.23,734 under Grant No.3, Major head—a8.
—Provincial Excise, Minor head—A-—Superintendence (total), at page 44
of the Budget, be red ced by Rs. 100, i.c., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs 2,95,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

‘Maulavi A'BDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose this
motion. My friend the mover has made certain statements which are not
based on facts. - Probably his idea was to speak about the scttlement of excise
shops in Habt_ganj though the motion speaks of the whole district of Sylhet.
Now, Sir, so far as I remember, settlement of excise shops at Habiganj took
place gbout the 12th or 14th of February last and two gentlemen were called
’_1]1:‘]‘)’;);1 r}éctphc?: tSaL}IJtl)éhv;lo:;al Officer to assistd him in the matter ot;1 settlement.
- S cntlemen—one pleader and one lawyer dealing with
Government Forest Cages were summ%ned by the Subdivisi}(l)nal Oﬂiceg;r and
these two gentlemen assisted him... ’

Babu BEPIN BEHARI DAS: What arc their names ?

Maulavi
Maulavi Nurlul ﬁggﬁ KIEAHM,AN: Babu Promode Chandra Nag and
Excise Superintendent oy an.  These two gentlemen assisted him, and the
friend the mover hasr ?S 2.11s0 there. As for the circular which my hon.
Government to the eﬁegte:}lled to, it was issued by the Congress Coalition
of a shop for more than 3 at nobody should be allowed to hold settlement
recently another circylay {leac‘lrs- I enquired into the matter and learnt that
suitable and desirabe i ad been issued in which it was laid down that
shops. On the stren gthpo fsoéls only be allowed to have settlement of Excise
made with new persons oalition Government circular, settlement was
at one time or other l;eenut It has been seen that most of the persons had
Therefore these et convicted of offences against the existing law.
s only have beep refused settlement. ;

0
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So far as Scheduled Castes are concerned, I
have been settled with them, and three have been re
they were found guilty of offences against the Excise law. On the report of
the Excise Department they were convicted, and so their cases were ignored.

Now, as regards the policy that the Scheduled Castes should get some
preferentiai treatment in the matter, I think the cases of those people who
are capable of running the shops should be given preference, otherwise the
Government will sustain a loss.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: My, Speaker,
Sir, I rise to  oppose the motion. T understand that it is the idea of the
hon. mover that settlement was completed in the month of January last,
We issued orders to complete settlement between 10th and 25th February,
and thereforz I can say dcﬁnitcly that scttlement could never have
been given in the month of January. As regards Sylhet, I have received
a report from the Deputy Commissioner to the effect that the settlement
has not yet been completed in the district of Sylhet. Therefore I think
the motion is out of order.

As regards giving due share to the Scheduled Castes,
consideration to the matter in our policy forthe settlem
in the province of Assam. We have 1
shops shall have to be made with
The matter is receiving due consi

In view of what I have s
motion.

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS:
Minister in charge of Excise. The set
the month of February but only one st
the Scheduled Caste.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has no right of
reply. He should say whether he wishes to withdraw the motion or not.

Babu BIPIN BEHAR[ DAS: In that case, I ask for leave to
withdraw my motion. - ‘ - .

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: On a point of information, Sir.
May I know if the policy of the last Government that the shops which
are located in the quarters which are predominantly inhabited by mem-
bers of the Scheduled Caste should be offered to members of the Scheduled
Caste is being followed by the present Government ?

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: If that policy
is followed, no shop will be allotted to members of the Scheduled Caste,
because to my knowledge, in the Assam Valley, no excise shops are at pre-
sent located in places predominantly inhabited by them.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: M., Speaker, Sir, I be
the provision of Rs.2,27,060 under grant No 3, Major
vincial Excise, Minor head—-B.—District Executive Establi
at page 45 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.101, Ti6ss
whole grant of Rs.2,95,900 do stand reduced by Rs.10)

Sir, the object of the motion is Initiated here, 7.e.
about’ giving more appointments to under-represented communities in
the Department, which are still under-represented in services. Sir, to my
knowledge, so far most of the appointments in this Department are being
given to certain sections of the people who are proverbially efficient in
service and proverbially occupying high positions in the province. My
point is that this being one of the important Departments of Government
which brings forth a large amount of revenue to the provincial exchequer, I

think that two shops
fused on the ground that

we are giving due
ent of excise shops
aid down that the settlement of excise
due regard to communal representation.
deration at our hands.

aid, I think the hon. mover will withdraw his

‘Sir, T have heard the Hon’ble
tlement might have “been done in
10p was settled with a member of

g to move that
head—8 —Pro-
shment (total),
the amount of the

» to raise a discussion
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would urge upon the Government that proportionate reservation should be
made to this Department from the different communitics. So far as the
Muslim community is concerned, posts are not properly distributed to them
in this Department. Sir, while I spcak of the Muslim community, | am not
forgetting the other communities which are still unrepresented  or under-
represented in this particular Department. I think the Muslims are hold-
ing only two posts of Excise Superintendent.  Then, Sir, my hon. friend
Babu Bipin Behari Das in moving his motion said a little before that his
community has not been given a due share of the excise shops. In this
connection, I will also urge upon the Government that the Muslims who
are willing to take settlement of these shops must also be given due
consideration.....

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is not the point here.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, according to the recent Govern-
ment circular these are more than appointments. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It may be so, but this is a different
matter.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: My point is, preference not only in
the service but also in scttlement of Excise shops, must be given to Muslim
community.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member must discuss the
cut motion and must not bring in other matters which do not pertain to the
question under discussion.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: My point is appointment, of course,
not in services only but also in settlement of shops which is almost an
appointment according to the present circular.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: In regard to that a scparate cut
motion was discussed.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Very well, Sir. T will only urge
upon the Goverument that in giving appointments in this particular Depart-
ment they should consider the fate of the Muslims and other under-
represcnted communities of the province.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut motion moved :

«That the provision of Rs.2,27,060 under grant No. 3, Major head—8.
—_Provincial Excise, Minor head—B.—District Exccutive Establishment
(total), at page 45 of the Budget, be reduced by 101, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.2,95,900 do stand reduced by Rs.101.”

(After a pause)

1 do not sce .tha.t any other hon. member is rising to speak I think
the Hon’ble Minister may reply. ‘ k

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIJA : Sir, it is the policy
of Government to recruit men from the under-represented communities for

employment in services (Hear, hear). One thing I have not been quite clear,

about and that is ‘:"h"‘t th,e hon. mover actually meant when he asked
_Governrnerll;c to g?wcI g}ore appointments. Does he mean more than what
18 d"fclt% £ fr:r e think he is surely restricting himself to the due share.
It wil €.C 25 i tohr: a Clrcular. that was issued during the previous term
of Governrr_let QLY }?resent Prime Minister that the presernt Government
takes keen&n i;m int 3 ﬁ matter of appointments being given to the under_
replzsenttte-’Z08/2921'8}11;‘1)“&8. I shall read out the circular letter
QSR o the. Governon Adated the 21st April 1938 from the Chief
Secr€}a§3bject :—Corrf:rl;lurrrllz,?t of Assam, to all Heads of Departments, etc.
It has been brought to thieeﬁgi?emafdoé in public services.
A % ce o Y m ; o 5
matter of communal representation in the 1)3\173?;;1 scSSitcezlliztllr:teaFvgzlxl;z c;arll‘l'tikésl
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out. I am, therefore,
communities possessing the minim
should be given to candidates fy
candidates from overpe
possess qualifications
for a particular post *»
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directed (o say that provided candidates -from such

um qualification are available, preference
om under-represented communities over
bresented communitics” even though the latter may
higher than the minimum qualifications prescribed

The circular is quite clear
interest to make appointments
“accordance with the policy | ar. I will only add that
if there be.found any departure from these instructions and if the matter be
brought to the notice of Government, Government will take Steps to rectify
" Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
deration will be given tq the ¢
the time of appointmcnts, cte
motion.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

Maulavi ABDUL BAR] CHAUDHURI: | beg to move—

“ That thf: Provision of Rs.6,000 under Grant No.3, Major head—8.__
Provincial Excise, Minop head—B.—District Executive Establisltmcnt, Sub-

head—3.-—-A110\.\.rances and Honoraria, Detailed head —Rewards to Cogudal
ment servants in Ex

c'se and Opium  cases, at page 45 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs.100, t.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,95,900 do
stand reduced by Rs.100.>
My object in moving this
advisability of incre
paid to them.
‘We all know how Excise Officers,

pectors are awarded cash prizes for detection of offences under the Excise
Act. Often a good Percentage and sometimes the whole amount _of fine
imposed upon the culprits is awarded to these officers. - This principle of
awarding cash prizes was introduced t'or. infusing extra zeal and enthusiasm
in the officers for fighting smuggling efﬁcmpt]y and this served 1ts purpose to
some extent. Butin course of time, this enthusiasm has in many cases
exceeded all limits and some officers are suspected o." taking recourse to
unfair means for getting the accused persons convicted.

We all know how difficult it is to get out of an excise case.
Government must be very careful that people are not harass

It is time that this principle of award;i 1 o officers is alto-
gether abolished. If the Government_ 1 hat these officers
are entitled to some extra remuneration for thz efficient dischargc of their
duty, this may be don~ by Increasing their pay.

With these words. I commend my motion to the acceptance of ;he
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : (lut motion moved :

¢ That the provision of Rs.6,000 under Grant No.3, Major head—8.—
Provincial Excise, Minor head—B—District Executive Establishment, Sub-
head—3.—Allowances and Honoraria, Detajleq head—R ewards to Govern-
ment servants in Excise and Opium cases, at Page 45 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs.100, e, the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,95.900 do
stand reduced by Rs.100.” -

to show thar the Government is t
from the under-rep
ald down in this circul

aking keen
resented communities in

I have been assured that due consj-
ases of the under-represented communities at
- I beg leave of the House to withdraw the

motion is to raise a discussion

about the
asing the salary of Excise Officers instead o

f rewards

specially  Inspectors and Sub-Ins-

So the
ed for nothing.

(After a pause)

ter can reply now.

NDRA NATH SAIKIA ; This is a question
to the officers and also to the public are con-
cerned for detecting excise offences, Sofar asI remember, this matter has
been considered by the last Retrenchment Committee and I think, it is one

I think, the Hon’ble Minis
The Hon’ble Dr. MAHE
of policy so far as the rewards
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T -ecol wda-
of their recommendations that has come in the report. ,UZICS:]OI:; w!i]tll?il}llcm
tions will come for consideration of Goverament shortly dtr;‘l(:i} salary will also
this question of abolition of cash prizes or the increase 11 there will be some
be considered. But at first sight, I can say that unless . " for this mebaair
such prize system these men will not have sufficient }“CU”E“S stem of rewards
of energy in detection of cases.  Sir, if we now abolish the (-Zért their energy
and add this amount to their pay, I think, they will not - extrd offort they
for detection of Excise cases as they will be sure that withou -ni e il
can earn their pay all right. So I am inclined at the m()m(;(-al g f o
the present reward system gives them a greater impetus (0 will be consider-
and bring the offenders to book. Anyway the whole mnttcr e S
ed by Government along with Retrenchment Committee’s ©
dations.

As regards the complaint that certain officers get €W
to unfair means in detection of Excise cases, if any such ¢
the notice of Government, it will be dealt with on its merits.
ment come to discuss this matter they will give every, cons L )
valuable advice given by the hon. mover of the motion. In view 0.[‘ this
assurance, I hope the hon. mover will sce his way to withdraw the lllotlpn.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURI: After the assurance given,
I beg leave of the House to withdraw the motion.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. g

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Tho next few motions stand in the
names of the members of the Congress Party. May I know which moflon 1s
going to be moved ? This demand will be closed at 12 minutes to 1 o’clock.
° Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : We will discuss motions Nos.7 and

ards by resorting
ase 1s brought to
When Govern-
ideration to the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I understand from the note .appendcd
to these cut motions that they will raise discussions of a very important
nature. It may take time, I am afraid, and we shall have to finish this grant
within the time allotted. Tt may not be possible to discuss two cut motions.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Then Sir, we shall discuss only
motion No.9,

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.21,600 under Grant No.3, Major head—8.—Pro-
vincial Excise, Minor head—E.— Cost of opium supplied to the Excise
Provincial Department, at page 43 of the budget, be refused, i.e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs 2,95,900 do stand reduced by Rs.21,600.

The reason why I move thi . . 5 * sk

. this motion is this. The previous Ministry
:‘ggpstsgd?vi?f?hcy of prohibition of opium and closed the opium shops in the
prohibitionbclons of Dibrugarh and Sibsagar, and they decided to extend the
present Mini:tll‘flpalgn lo the other districts of the Assam Valley. But the
bave docided t()}’i{(c;,omlng Into power, have discontinued that policy and they
divisions of Dibru ‘;I;}?pen thﬁ shops in other districts besides the two sub-
. sarh and Sibsagar. And they have come with a proposal

presenting hij places. The Hon'ble Premier, while
opened tk%e &Zcﬁ‘u&get, ‘¢marked that the campaign of opium proh,ibition
be successfully wCanSglluggler s and he doubted whether an opium addict can
the experience that | hay S a prohibition worker since April last and with
I sha.ll-be failing in my Sﬁt ”-L}'*the temperance work for the last twenty years,
prohibition ca Y 1if Tdo not refute these suggestions.  Sir, if the

mpai n
tin0e fornd t}lfe r§x 2 r(l)tlilened the door to the smugglers, then we would not

. s of Ma
ting a pro y, June and  July last -
& @ Propaganda that the oprum  shops w%ulﬁ Ziase tl;;:rrlréggfézriifz Or'lf‘lllll:}’
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also carried on a propaganda that His Excellency the Governor in his
discretion would throw out the decision of the Ministry and would
open the shops again. While we were meeting for the Joint Session
in August last, these smugglers were conclqctmg a propaganda that with the
throwing of the Agricultural Income-tax Bill, Sir Saadulla would again come
to power and as the saviour of_the opium addlct. would relieve them from the
“excruciating pangs’ by opening the shops again. They invoked the name
of Sir Saadulla and in December last when the present Ministry came to
power, we found these smugglers agai_n busy conducting this propaganda that
the opium shops should be opened in ‘the subdivisions of Sibsagar and
Dibrugarh, and I made a note of this factin a letter to the Excise
Commissioner. Sir, if these smugglers were able to carry on their trade wely
they would not have conducted this propaganda.

" The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Are these smug
people ?

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Yes, Sir, they are and they are in
the list of Government. As a matter of fact I found in my experience that
the opium shops were shelters for carrying on this illicit trade. The Hon’ble
Premier has placed much reliance on the system of rationing and he says
that with the policy of accclerated reduction, Assam would be free of opium
within two years  Sir, if the system of rationing, unaided by vigorous social
propaganda, would have been successful we would not have found in the
month of April last when we commenced the campaign an equal number of
unregistered addicts as those registered. It had been our experience that the
opium addicts, who were registered, were more amenable to reason and we
were successful in weaning them away from this evil habit. But the
unregistered addicts were more obstinate. They were more or less like
habitual convicts whom no deterrent sentence can prohibit from committing
crimes.  Sir, if we place much stress on the system of rationing alone, in the
course of two years we may find a large number of unregistercd addicts and
I am afraid that the Hon’ble Premier may come up for opening the shops
again on the plea of illicit consumers of opium :

Regarding social propaganda, I should say that in the year 1925 when
the Assam Provincial Congress Committee conducted an opium enquiry and
of which I was a member and in which committee a great Englishman like
Rev. C. F. Andrews co-operated, that Committee recommended that social
propaganda was more necessary for the removal of this evil habit, and this

glers all well-known

opinion was endorsed in the year 1933 by the Opium Ei.quiry Committee
which the Assam Government appointed. Sir, my Hon’ble friend Mr. Rohini
Kumar Chaudhuri was also a member of this Committee and he also
emphasised the need of propaganda and the Cor

[ Mmittee recommended
that a portion of the excise revenue must be allotted for propaganda work.
But itis most regrettable to find that my Hon’ble friend Mr. Chaudhuri

to-day is not allotting any amount for that propaganda work.

Then again there is the question whether an opium addict can be suc-
cessfully weaned or not. Sir, with the experience that I have, I can boldly
say that an opium addict can be successfully weaned. It is the society
which degrades a man and what are we if we do not live with an ideal to
reform society, I cannotQ ;Eg(ir{séaﬁld ?

The Hon’ble the $ : I hope the hon. member wi S

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Yes, Sir, I will not takeerrllll‘\:glrl1 ignet
I cannot understand the argument that because there are smugglers therefore
we must keep the shops open. It comes to this, .

; . : s to Because we cannot evolve an
ideal society, because there is propensity in men to do vice and commi.



640 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [9TH MAR.

crime, there is no necessity for penal laws, there is no nccessity for prisons.
s when the

The problem of smuggling is not new. It existed since the day
British Government in Assam made a monopoly of the trade. The
poilcy of minimum revenue and minimurn consumption and the subsequent
raising of the price of opium established the llicit traffickers who were able
to create a market for their trade. It is amongst these illicit consumers
that smuggling is confined, and I am certain that with increased vigilance
and social propaganda, these violators of law will be driven away from the
field.
.\,ﬁd Lastly, Sir, if the Hon’ble Premier wants to make an income of 2 lakhs
26 thousands of rupees from the sale of opium and if he bases his Budget on
a trade on the moral depravity of the people then, 1 have to warn him that
he has placed himself in a leaky boat which will not land him on the shore
he desires. V/Vith these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of
the House. <

The Hon’ble tl'u'a SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

«That the provision of Rs. 21,600 under Grant No. 3, Major head—
8._—.Provmc.1al. Excise, Minor head—E.—Cost of opium supplied to the
Excise Provincial Department, at page 43 of the Budget, be refused, i.e., the
amount_.of the whole grant of Rs.2,95,900 do stand reduced by Rs.21,6007.

_Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Mr. Spcaker, Sir. Grounds
against extenson of prohibition as given are as follows:—(1) Risk of exter-
mination of the afid_l(_:ts on the withdrawal of opium, (2) Increased smug-

hng due to prohibition, (3) ‘Thc craving that still exists in the minds of the
addicts, (4) A costly prohibition scheme is not nccessary when the present
Ministry is giving effect to the accelerated reduction scheme

. I will show that all the above arguments are futile.  On the 15th of
April last year, 61 opium shops were closed down. Ten thousand one
hundred and fifty opium passes were cancelled. By one day the consumption
of 35 maunds of opium in Dibrugarh and about 26 maunds in Sibsagar per
annum is stopped. A§ soon as the opium shops were closed, the unregistered
addict of about 6000 in number were found out. Altogether about 14,000
addicts were treated med{cally in course of a few weeks at a cost less t’han
Rs. 3 per head. Not a single addict died for want of opium. Medical
science discovered a sovercign remedy. Instead of ‘¢ extermination > of
the mve(ice]t;ateH ad’cétlcts out of this world on the withdrawal of opium as
expected Dy tion Die Premier, we find a complete transformatio f th
addicts. The medical report says as follows :— SR ©

¢ The condition of the addict}; 03 Sd dlv ch -
that one could not but notice it T}‘;vas ull il AuigFa St Ity
teristic of the addiction, the dull Ml © e i
place to bright looks; clear hea] lack lustre eyes, the dry harsh skin, gave
health, general listlessness gqay calthy skin and a general improvement in

gave place to a light springly gait and increased

Whahis gtt);lad l£0r addicts in Sip
The Hon’ble Prime Ministe
discovered a remedy nor ther Vf,?tu}ft not think that medical science has not yet

Cster mination of the addi drawal of opium is likel
ground of objection for o ther districts pof the rov'y b i
Second argument n:ft SXtending the scheme is falEiﬁedmce. e
baseless. Smuggling was ;2CFC?Sed smuggling due to pi‘ohibition is also
olicy of the Government in;VIdeSpread as the habit due to original
Pdicts as those of registeres Such as there are as many unre ist%red
Who were supplied with illicit opiumg: Now

ino
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because of total prohibition, these addicts
fact is that due to total prohibition, the dete
comparatively easier as the catching of fis
being drained out. Even taking for
addicts are being supplied with  illicit opium that is no ground to stop
prohibition. Regarding this, the Commissioner of Excise says as follows :—

“The small number of addicts who stil] indulge in their habit with illicit
opium must have realised that the smuggled opium will not be easily
available any more, they must give up the habit in no time”. In spite of
this report, if the Government is afrajd of the smugglers, they shall
have to suspend the Penal Code and disband the police and Magistracy
for fear of thieves and robbers.

«”The third argument is a novel one, Even if the addicts may not have
illicit opium, they have got their craving to indulge in the habit and this
is gathered from a discussion in the Bay Library at Dibrugarh and the
Hon’ble I\/Ilplstcr of Excise was bewildered. If the addicts have got a
craving to mdulg.e. in the habit and they have got as much a craving to be
free from the habit as 1t is seen that about 14,000 addicts submitted to
medical treatment. Are Government going to re-open the opium shops

to assist them to have the drug or assist them to be free from the habit
by extending prohibition elsewhere and by punishing the smugglers ? .=

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Will the Government get a chance to reply ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ; Yes, the Hon’ble Minister should get
sometime to reply.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH . ‘Zf will finish Sir. Regarding
the last argument, Sir, we have got a painful experience of the Excise
Department in the past. They will try to make out a case for restoration
of reductions, sometimes for stooping the reductions and sometimes they
will recommend to issue new passes to new addicts on ground of
medical certificates as they have actually issued about 20,000 new passes
during the last ten years. Again the accelerated reduction without arrange-
ment of medical trzcatment, vigilance and propaganda will lead to corrup-
tion and to great hardship to addicts. I urge the Government to take up
prohibition as a sure method of eradication of the evil without delay.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr.  Speaker, Sir. The protagonists of prohibition if they lend their
support to this motion, will stultify themselves. It has been admitted by
the two hon. speakers coming from the Congress benches that there
must be propaganda and social pressure, and provision for medical treat-
ment to win the addicts from their habit. Now in the present Budget
there is no such provision. Therefore, the ‘opium addicts will be thrown

to the mercy of the smugglers when there will be no money in the Budget,
for buying opium to issue to licensec vendors..

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA :
Budget ?

The Honm’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
If my hon. friends had brought a motion of censuring the Government
for not extending the prohibition scheme to other subdivisions, I would
have respected them and listened to their remarks with the atten’tion that
it deserved but a futile mcvement like this clearly shows that they do not
know where they stand. Sir, I have detailed the reasons which led the
present Government not to extend the area of prohibition to other sub-
divisions, My hon. friends, opposite, when they were in office, themselves

surrendered themselves. The
ction of smuggling has become
h becomes easier when water is
granted that a small number of*
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said that they are carrying on  an experiment.  One cannot judge
an experiment by the result of a year. In every reforms the initial
advantage is with the reformer. People are carricd away by ‘enthusiasm
and by the novelty of idea and also they think that there 1s no diffi-
culty that will faCC_ them. Therefore, if we hfu'(: halted or tm‘ri(:q a little
to judge the experiment by the result, I think, Sir, we are perfectly on
safe grounds. If we wanted to do away with the prohibition experiment
we could at once stop it by a stroke of pen. My hon. friend says that
traffickers in opium and some opium addicts were invoking blessings
for my coming back so that I can open opium shops for them. I have done
nothing of the kind ; on the other hand, I am carrving on the experiment
as was startzd by my hon. friends now in the Opposition. Similarly,
1 have extended the operation of accelerated reduction of opinm ration
which we hope will enable the province to be free from the opium addicts
in about two years’ time. Sir, the other day, in a Madras paper called the
¢«Madras Mail’ I was reading about the report of the Madras Government
on the results of the provision of liquor in Salem district. Sir, I am fully
borne out by the ol?scrvations made thercin. It has been secen from the
results of investigation that the original enthusiasm of the people has gone
and they are not following the prohibition rules as they originally did.
We ought to learn by experience. I cannot understand the policy which
my hon. friends follow here. If the Congress Government policy, Sir,
is the test, I think we have gone many steps further than in Madras. I
find, Sir, in Madras, regarding opium, the rule is this:—“In the case of
opium, t.he supply was confined to issues from the talug offices to addicts
in possession of permits and the quantity to be issued to cach addict was
restricted and the issue of permits to persons under 22 years of age was
prohibited-” Sir, this is the‘ policy in Madras—till lately an enlightened
Congress Ad ministration. Compared to this, our steps towards prohibition
is far in advance (?f what is followed in Madras.

Sir, it was misquoting my argument when one hon. member said
that I have stopped prohibition out of fear of smugglers. I have given facts
and figures called from the reports of the Excise C()mmissioncr\/n I have
shown from them that'oplum _addicts have taken to other bancful habits of
drinking thOIi{?.nd égm]a Smokmg. It isup to the medical profcssion to
say whether ta Lng(})l a small measured quantity of opium is more deleteri-
ous to tl}e health, PIYSICaHY, mentally or economically than drinking liquor
or smoking gania. L hope, Sir, I have given sufficient materials to the
House to g1ve their considered verdict on the question.

> Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has
said that the reduction will take two years. By the end of thi .

tion goes and according to th i 7 . ~ 15 Jiear half.the
ra iR e s ¢ scheme there will be four more reductions
1:}11e b Any i $0 I think, the remaining half will be cancelled by

The Homn’ble Xiaulavi S 2
By 1941. avi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH ;

but one year.

The Hon’ble Maulav; T .
All right, Sir, I will be all t;;lc mS alyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

The Homble the SPEAKER; Tho' thaned in my policy:

7 OV, p ¥ 1S :

Provincial ExCisIe, I\/IIIS;%? ﬁf(;ils..?.l,f)oo undclzr Grant No.3, Major head—8.—
—E.—Cost of opium supplied to the Exc.ise

Provincial Department, at pa

; ge 43 - £ ;

of the whele grant of '3 535501 he Badct, b relined e, the amoun
* b -

So, it will not bhe two years,
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abu Akshay Kumar Das. 20.
,}Z %IP Arun Izumar Chanda. 21.
3. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 232,
4. Babu Bipin Behari Das. ) 23
5. Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi. 24.
6. Babu Dakshinaranjan Gupta 25.
' Chaudhuri. 26.
7. Srijut Ghan.ashyam Das. 27
8. Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar. 28.
0. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. 29.
10. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan. . 30.
11. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. 31.
12. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath. 32.
13. Srijut Jogeschandra Gohain. 33.
14. Srijut Kameswar Das.
15. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. 34.
16. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. 35,
17. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin. 36,
18. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmah. 37.
19. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah. 38.
NoEs—52.
1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid 15.
Sir Muhammad Saadulla. 16.
2. The Hon’ble Srijut Rohini 17.
Kumar Chaudhuri.
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munaw- 18.
war Ali. 19.
4. The Hon’ble Babu Hirendra
Chandra Chakravarty. 20.
5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib
Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain 21.
Chaudhuri.
6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra 99.
Nath Saikia. 23.
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul
Matin Chaudhuri. 24,
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 925,
Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. 26.
9. The Hon’ble Miss Mavis
Dunn. 27.
10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath
Brahma. 928.
11. Maulavi Abdul Aziz. 29
12. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chau- 30.
. dhury.
13. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan. 31.
14. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul 32,
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The Assembly divided.

Majid Chaudhury.

Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.

Srijut Mahadev Sarma.

Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.
Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.

Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.
Srijut Paramananda Das.

Babu Nirendra Nath Deb.
Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.
Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.
Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua.

Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
Babu Shibendra  Chandra
Biswas.

Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.
Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.

Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.

Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.
Maulavi Dewan Muhammad
Ahbab Chaudhury.
Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.

Maulavi Muhammad Amirud-
din.

Maulavi Muhammad Amjad
Ali, ~

Maulavi  Ashrafuddin =~ Md.
Chaudhury.

Maulavi

Badaruddin Ahmed.
Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur
Roza Chaudhury.
Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kera-
mat Ali.
Maulavi Muhammad Magbul
Hussain Chaudhury.
Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.
Maulavi Mabarak Ali.
Khan Bahadur
Mufizur Rahman..
Maulavi Muzarrof Ali
Maulavi Namwar
bhuiya,

Maulavi

Laskar.
Ali Bar-
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NOES—52—concld.

33. Maulavi  Naziruddin Ahmed. 43. Mr. R. A. %’nlmcr.
34. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali 44. Mr. A. Whittaker.
45. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.

Sadagar.
35. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abu
Nasr Md. Waheed.

46. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
47. Srijut Binode Kumar J. Sar-

36. Mr. A. H. Ball. wan.
37. Mr. A. F. Bendall. 48. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
38. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett. 49. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
39. Mr. N. Dawson. 50. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.
40. Mr. W. R. Faull, 51. Srijut Khorsing Terang.
52. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

41. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.
42. Mr. C. W. Morely.

The motion was negatived. L

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is: )

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,95,900 be granted 1o defray certain
charges which will come in the coursc of payment during the yecar ending
on the 31st March, 1941, for the administration of the head—8.—Provincial
Excise.”

The motion was adopted.

Adjournment
The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

After lunch

GRANT No. 4
' (9.—STamps)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAHMAD SAADULLA: On
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
move that a sum not exceeaing Rs.39,400 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year endl,r}g on the
31st March, 1941, for the administration of the head “‘).——Stamps. )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: As there arc no cut motions to this
grant I shall at once put the question. The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 39,400 be granted to def ay the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year cnc’l’mg on the 31st
March, 1941, for the administration of the head ¢‘9.—Stamps’.

The motion was adopted.

GRANT No.10

(18B.—NAVIGATION, ETC.)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: O
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,
to move that a sum not ex eeding Rs.93,200 bc granted to delray the

charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending

({38 .
i hfhflilt 2 sum not exceeding Rs.93,200 he granted to defray the charges
vl\\;[alfcthl9Z(l)m?‘ n !'Se couasc of payment duriﬁg the year ending on the 3 st
v 5 > tor the admin;j 5 - : «“18B.—Naviga ti.
Embankment and Dr_ai_n_agc Woﬁ{csra},tmn of the head 1 gation,



-9

194.0] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 645

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move :

That the provision of Rs.51,200 under Grant No. 10, Major head—
18B.—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works, Minor head—2.—

Extensions and Improvements, at page 61 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs. 101, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.93,200 do stand reduced
by Rs.101. ]

Sir, the devastating effects of the dhalas in the subdivision of Sunam-
ganj have been described on the floor of this House on more than one
occasion. From the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy, the Sunamganj
members have been crying hoarse over the situation arising out of the
havoc created year after year by these dhalas. But up till now, Government
have done practically nothing to give reliefin the affected areas.

The people of Sunamganj are passing their d
after year crops spread over thousands of
dhalas.  The inevitable result is tha
starvation.

ays in great distress.  Year
acres of land are destroyed by these
t people are faced with famine and

Th.e effects of the dhalas at Kalnirchar, Wahed-khali, Fechi, and
Bagmaina under poh.ce station Jagaunathpur are too well-known to the
hon. members of this House to be repeated again. At the advent of
rains, these dhalas  assume huge proportion and override the whole area.
D.uc to these ({/zalas, the natural river-courses in the subdivision has also
been silted up entailing much hardship

on the cultivators. Things have
come to such a pass, that if the Government is really anxious to save this

distressed population from ruin, they must come up with constructive
schemes and money to give immediate relief to them.

Sir, I am aware that the Government is going to establish a Waterways
Division from the next financial year, But the sum provided for sthe purpose
wiil almost entirely be exhausted to maintain th. staff alone, and nothing

will be left to make a good beginning towards actual reljef measures. And
the situation is such that it demands immediate attention.

Myself as well as my hon. friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman gave notices
of a Bill known as the Assam Embankment and Drainage Bill. If time
permitted, these would have come up for consideration before the House.
Government has published almost an identical Bill in the Assam Gazette.
These measures, if passed, would have afforded much relief against the
devastation of these dhalas. But these are yet to be introduc

ed.
In conclusion, I beg to submit that the situation is grave and preca-
rious. Tt I'rooks no more delay. The Government should come up at once
with adequate measures for protecting this

> harassed subdivision from the
devastation of these dhalas.

With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of
the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.51,200 under Grant No. 10, Major head—
18B.—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works, Minor head —2.—
Extensions and Improvements, at page 61 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.101, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.93,200 do stand reduced by
Rs.101.”
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support this motion. ‘This is not the first time
that this matter has been brought to the notice ol Government ; not once or
twice but on many occasions I brought this matter to the notice of Gov-
ernment, even in the shape of resolutions moved on the floor of this House.
We got assurances, but those assurances have not materialised as yet.

We find from the list of business, Sir, that Government is going to
introduce a Bill named the Assam ]irpbm_lkmcnt and Drainage Bill.  From
our experience I can say that these legislations cannot be passed except in a
Joint Session, i.e., the Bill will go to the Upper Housc and come back to us,
we shall send it again and then it will again come back to us, until thereis
a Joint Session. So, it will take not less ‘th:m 2 years to have this Bill passed
finally. So, Sir, my submission is that Government should take note of the

friend and make adequate provision to
f these low-lying localities where these dhalas bring
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facts brought forward by my hon.

protect the crops ©

disaster to the crop.
Sir, the Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudburi, who has moved

for this grant, went as Minister to visit some localitics ol Sunamganj.
S4 far a8 T remember, pcople in thousands from Sachna, Shanbari,
Madhyanagar and other places approached him and asked him to make
provision for saving them from the devastating effect of some dhalas there.
Almost every year, Sir, by the end of March or by the beginning of April,
when the first flood comes, the Buro crops of some faors get damaged. The

people look to the angels of Shillong, but with very little result.  Tam ver
p friend Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury fo}ll'

much grateful to my hon. _
bringing forward this matier on the floor of this House again to-day, and I
hope Government will do their best to save the cultivators from the damage
that is cvery year causced to their crops. -

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURi: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the hon. member has brought this cut motion to draw the
attention of the Government to the devasta_tlon caused by the dhalas of
Habiganj and Sunamganj. This problem is not peculiar to Sunamganj
alone. Government is fully aware that there are innumerable places
throughout the province where large tracts of land are lying fallow and waste

d by irrigation or by construction of embankments. As

which can be improve ]
gbul Hussain Chaudhury has referred to my visit

my hon. friend Maulavi Ma U
to Sunamganj, I would say that I have seen with my own cyes the devasta-

tion caused in that area by these dhalas, but my hon. friend Maulavi Abdul
Bari Chaudhury is not quite correct 1n saying that Government has not done
anything in the matter. Government is fully conscicus of the problem
While touring in the interior we have been inundated with application;
asking us for the excavation of a khal here or to make an embankment there
Even on the floor of this House hon. members from all sections of the H I;S(;
have pressed on the Government the need for the improvement of agri Olt

ral lands by these methods, and so far as the Government is concern%d C'uhu-
not been unresponsive to the demands of the public. Tn 1938 wh i Sa".S
Muhammad Saadulla was the Premier, the Government, thro len llr
Agriculture Department, conducted a survey of all the areas in the SERL
where land can be improved by these methods, and as many as IPSIZ)OVIDCC
posals were received from different parts of the province Byut bef e
Government can undertake to execute these measureé—- to 1 't'e ore; dhe
sc.he.rr_les—two things are necessary. Firstly, the creation of ;mvl\?zrfer:\}::si
Division to carry out these schemes ; and secondly, the enactment of Ya
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Drainage and Embankment Bill, which will give power to the -Government
to make survey, to enter land, and to take all steps necessary for the ' execu-
tion of the scheme. So far as the Waterways Division is concerned, in spite
of a deficit budget we have made provision this year for starting a Water-
ways Division in the province, and as hon. members are aware, notice
has been given of a Bill to be introduced in this session of the House about
drainage and embankment. My “hon. friend ' Maulavi Magbul Hussain
Chaudhury has expressed a fear that probably the passing of the Bill will be
delayed and we will .h:.we to hold a Joint Session in order that the Billis
passed. I do not anticipate that difficulty. We have eliminated the contro-
versial portions of the Bill, and 1 can assure the hon. members that so far' as
the Government is concerned there will be: no lack of effort and no lack of
initiative to carry through these schemes. But I must warn them that they
must not expect phenomenal results immediately. Problems of decades-
cannot be solved in a year, but hon. members can rake it from me that so far

as my Department is concerned there will be no lack of energy and vigour to
carry through these measures.

In view of this assurance, I hope,
withdraw the motion.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, in view of the assurance

given by the Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of  the House to withdraw my
motion.

the hon. member will see his way to

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

“That a sum not exceding R5.93,200 be granted t» defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending -on the
31st March 1941, for the administration of the ‘head ““18B.—Navigation,
Embankment and Drainage Works™.

The motion was adopted.
GRANT No.7

(12.—Charges on Account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: On
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,
to move that a sum not. exceeding Rs.3,94,500 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1941, for the administration of the head “12.—Charges
on Account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.3,94,500 be granted to ‘defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during thé year ending - on

the 31st March 1941, for the administration of the head ¢12.—Charges on
Account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.”

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs.47,704 under Grant No.7, Major head.—12.—Charges on
Account of Motor Vehicles: Taxation Act, Minor head.—A.—Charges for
Collection (total), at page 56 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l,. i. e,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,94,500 do stand - reduced by Re.l.
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Sir, I am the unfortunate owner of a car which arrived in Assam exactly
one month ago. I, therefore, speak with special knowledge of the procedure
referred to in my cut motion. To buy the privilege of motoring over the
roads of Assam, I had to do two things ; first to register the car and pay
Rs.16 for this ; second to pay Rs.6 as tax to the end of March. To do these
two simple things I had to fill in so many forms of different colours that
were the paper pasted over the windows of my car—and it is a very big
car—all the five passengers and the driver would be purdah ! They woulJ find
themselyes in darkness as profound as that in which the Finance Department
live. I must have filled in more forms than there are pages (0 my daily
paper. ' '

To pay Rs.6 to the Motor Vehicles Department, T had to fill in chalans
in triplicate It took one man the whole of one working day to pay this
money and to deliver these forms to the subordinate who deals with them
in the Motor Vehicles Department. It took that subordinate 3 days to
prepare the form and tax disk, and it took my man another half day to
collect the disk and the registration form.

Sir, no other country in the world inflicts such harassment on the citizen,
who merely wants to pay his taxes. I have no other ambition than to pa};
my taxes pa;n1¢ssly and quickly, and with the minimum amount of writing.
Instead of helping me to gratify this ambition, an unbusinesslike Govern-
ment take my moncy with the maximum pain, consumes a ridiculous
amount of paper and makes me waste time and temper all for the glory of
the god of red tape )

There are three easy ways of paying money—Court-fee stamps, cheques
or postal orders. In England where there ar¢ over 40 lakhs of motor
vehicles, licenses a.nd registration fees are paid over the counter, and licenses
are delivered within 10 minutes whilst one waits. In Assam, where there
are between 6,000 to 7,000 motor vehicles, the payment of feesis 10 hours
of tribulation, and of"the rr}aking of forms there is no end. If we must be
fleeced, will the Hon’ble Finance Minister kindly fleece us quickly and as
painlessly as possible,

~ May I anticipate one reply which I expect to get ?  Some pundit in the
Finance Department will ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister to refer me to
the Treasury Manual rule so and so, to be read with an Appendix in the
Audit Code as revised by a correction slip issued years ago ~(Laughter.) To
borrow a phrasey, lt;,larned in this Assembly, I ask, on behalf of the dumb and
ggg%?g Ir)x:;;sgs I\V;I’ix?isltla‘ve to pay taxes in triplicate challan, whether the
het’tef ay B b er will instruct the F inance Department to find a

Ehe domible the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

Cha;"z:lﬁsl tgf:c%iiox;’tisé?nﬁ- Rs.47,704 under Grant No.7, Major head—12.—
& '”gé B o otor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—A.—
'Reélr,g i.e., the arhountnog‘t?}izl'\)«’/}?tl Page 56 of the Bud_get.,::ﬁé I‘,C.dl\'licéd}.h}"
i Re 1. ole grant of Rs.3,94,500 do stand ,r;é:c‘lychd

Hon. members will notice that for

i llotted is half’ 78
the time al ed 1s half'an houy, But fortunately we have got 15 minutes

under stamps as there was no ¢ :
: . ut m -
discuss these grants upto 3 p. m,‘t motion ‘under that grant. So we shall

this grant and some others,
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Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: On a point of information,
Sir, may I know from the hon. member Mr. Whittaker whether
to pay, Rs.6 for a quarter.? , )

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : ' One month, Sir. © 3

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sayid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
will be no exaggeration if I say that I include myself amongst the dumb and
suffering mass for whom my hon. friend ~Mr. Whit}akcr has sppken. All
the pundits of the Police Department as well as of the Finance Department
have been racking their brains for the last two and half years to find out
a better method of receiving this money, with a view to shear the lamb
without scratching the skin. But the difficulties have been manifold. In
the first instance the Police Department has taken over the administration
of the Motor Vehicles Department, the realisation of the taxes and every-
thing without a big staff. There is no clerical establishment attached to
the Motor Vehicles Department in the Police Superintendent’s office.
There is only one man, probably a Sub-Inspector, who is doing this work,
but the Goyernment especially the heads of the Police Department think
that subordinate officials should not be asked to handle big sums of money,
especially when money is paid in a big rush at the end of a quarter.

The methods that have been suggested by the hon. mover of this cut
motion, namely, that of payment by means of court-fees, or by, means of
cheques or by postal orders, are all fraught with same difficulties. Our
Police Department has got, as I have stated, a very small staff at the disposal
of this Motor Vehicles Department. If it is meagre to handle sums of money
it would be very difficult to expect the same to deal with court-fees, postal
orders or cheque. That is the need for all these forms and the triplicate
chalan for treasury. verification. =5

This matter has already béen engaging the attention of Government
and I find there is a note on the subject from a special Officer who was put
on special duty in March 1938, I refer to the note from - Mr. Godfrey. Even
now we are thinking how best to minimise the difficulties of the taxpayer
in this respect. Had their been sufficient number of branches of the
Imperial Bank in every station, probably the matter would be easy of solu-
tion. But with our poor banking facilities in the province it is not possible
to receive ney in cheques. 0

e(I;ezll‘s,:uiléol?ot)L the hc(}n. mover as well as other hon. members of the
House that our attention has already been drawn to these difficulties and
the loss of time to the payers of these taxes engendered on account of their
having to fill up triplicate chalans and also filling in other forms. Govern-
ment will give its best consideration with a view to see how best to simplify
the procedure consistent at the same time with the need for safety of public
money. I hope that with this assurance my hon. friend Mr. Whittaker who
has moved. this motion will. be pleased to withdraw his motion. ,

Mr. A. WHITTAKER:: | Sir, after having heard the Hon’ble Finance
Minister, I hope he will record my regret in triplicat§ as he records my
money in triplicate and speed up the methods which will result in a more
business like procedure. I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. ,

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Ibeg to move, Sir, that the provision
of Rs.1,42,261 under Grant No.7, Major head-—12,. —Charges on
Account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—C.—-Com-

pensation to Local Bodies, etc., at page 55 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,94,500 do stand reduced
by Rs.100.”

he has got
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There are two objects underlying this cut motion The first one is
that the Provincial Government should not have taken for expenditure by
themselves any part of the Motor Vehicles taxes realised, but should hav.c
distributed the whole amount to the Local Bodics. The second object is
that they have reduced the compensation to the Local Bodies this year. Ol
course, 1 see that therc is an explanation given in the memorandum at
page 28 which says that it has been decided to distribute the surplus of
receipts over compensation when the actuals are available, i.c., a ycar after.
1 clearly understand why the Government want to decide to distribute the
amount only when the actuals are available. But my objection is this, that
by adopting this procedure they have practically reduced the contribution
very materially and have stolen a year already. From 1941-42 if the
decision is strictly adhered to, the Local Boards would not of course suffer.
But in the year 1940-41 the Local Boards would suffer greatly. That is my
second objection. The compensation payable to the Local Bodies for the
loss of their income has been provided under this head with effect from
1937-38. The surplus of the receipts over compensation, etc, is to be partly
distributéd among the Local Bodies and partly devoted to the improvement
of provincial roads.

I do not deny, Sir, that the Government are also entitled to a portion
of the tax so realised under this head. But at the same time we find that the
Provincial Government have so many sources of income at their command
and previously the whole amount of this tax used to go to the Local Bodies.
Now when the Government have taken the duty of collection, they should
not have taken the option to appropriate a portion of this tax for their own
purpose. The Local Boards have got to execute the most vital and impor-
tant works for the public under their jurisdictions, they have got to deal with
public health, sanitation, rural communications, primary education, ctc.
All these entitle ‘the Local Boards to get the entire amount of this motor
vehicles tax. It is with these two objects that I have moved this motion
and I hope the House will accept it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :* Cut motion moved :

¢ “That the provision of Rs.1,42,261 under Grant No. 7, Major head—
12.—Charges on Account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—C.
—Compensation to Local Bodies, etc., at page 55 of the Budget, be reduced
by Rs.100, 7.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,94,500 do stand
reduced by Rs.100.” ,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr.
Speaker, Sir. * My learned friend has come with the charge again after two
years. - I find that in the Budget Session of the yecar 1938 my learned friend
had given notice of a cut motion to raise the same point. But as a cut
mot_ion on the_ same subject was moved by my Hon’ble colleague Khan
Sahib Maulayl Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri and discussed at length, my
hon. friend did not move his motion. I think, to meet the charges I need only
refer: to what I said in that year. - It is very curious to learn from my hon.
friend that he comes now to ‘charge: Government for not giving the Local
Boards what they would - have otherwise got. Sir, the whole pointis that
paymer:it to the Local Boards was regulated by an Act of the Legislature—
tkfl‘; ];lret cgestsoerf this august Assembly. - It was laid down in section 21(1)
gr t alirdcb— gsam Act IX of 1936—that the proceeds of the tax shall
be applied by the Local Government to the following ohjects only and
in ‘the following order o Pist] s i of expen E d
accormt of the imposition and co]},é‘ - € Pfayilne? o qe‘x‘lo dsles lﬁ'lcur_re ortl
of contributions by way . of cq, Chomial' Lacriax, ~seeOnLly, (the paymuen
by reasonm of the pass Mpensation, to such local authorities as may,

y passing of this Act, suffer a loss of revenue. The said
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compensation shall be approximately the nett amount which each local
authority derived from the taxation of motor vehicles in respect of the year
ending on the 31st March, 1936, subject to revision after a period of five
years. Thirdly, the surplus as to two-thirds for distribution to local bodies
in such manner and preportion as the Local Government may. decide, . after
consulting the Assam Communications Board, solely for the development
and improvement of roads and as to the other one-third for the develop-
ment and imprO\’elpc11t qurovinc'\al roads maintained by the Local Govern-
ment subject to review after a period of five years.” Sir, since the passing
of this Act, it was found that the Local Bodies collected only a sum of
Rs.1,33,368 as taxes. Now, if my hon. friend will turn to that page which
_he just now referred to, he will find that the collections have risen by more

_than 100 per cent. The collections now amount to very nearly 4 lakhs, i.e.,
Rs.3,94,000.  Out of this, the compensation which was

DL : envisaged by that
Act is being paid. = A sum of Rs.1,42,261 will be found as being paid. under
that head. The surplus of over 2 lakhs is

} 1 proposed to be distributed not
on the two-thirds an! one-third basis, as provided by the Act, but only
41 thousand goes for provincial roads and Trs.1.60 for Local Board roads.
Although the Act has since been

abrogated by the adaptation order,
Government h

as stuck to the spirit in which the Act was passed and 1 am
glad to say that the whole amount that ws

; as collected by the Local Bodies
before the passing of the Act h

! as been given to them. Therefore, I do not
know how my hon. friend can charg

¢ the Government for not paying to the
Local Bodies what is due to them. -

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS:  What about the second part, i.e., distri-
bution of the surplus ?

The Hon’ble .Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have alrcady explained in the = Budget Memorandum why it has been
necessary  to follow  that procedure. = Without knowing the actuals of a
particular year it is difficult to distribute the surplus. Although for the
current year there may be, delay by about 10 months in receipt of this
surplus money, from next year the Local Bodies will receive their share in
proper time. _

The Houn’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That the provision.of Rs.1,42,261 under Grant No. 7, Major head—
12.—Charges on Account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor. head—C.
—Compensation.to Local Bodies, etc., at page 55 of the Budget, be reduced

by: Rs.100, i.2., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,94.500 do stand
-reduced by Rs.100.” .

The motion was negatived. .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: 1 beg to move, Sir, that the total
provision of Rs.3,94,500 under Grant No. 7, Major head—12.—Charges on
Account of Motor Vehicles Taxation. Act, at page 55 of the Budget be
reduced by Rs.10, i.e,, the amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,94,500 do
stand reduced by Rs.10.

. Sir, the object of my moving this cut motion'is to raise a discussion. to
give Local Boards facilities to have control over the motor services. I
submit before the House that since the enactment of the Act to which the

: e
Hon’ble Premier just now referred, the Local Boards have lost their control
over. the motor services.

_It is not unknown to.the hon. members of
the Hogse that motor services are mostly run over Local Board roads.
In the interior most of the roads ar ;

) e maintained by the Local Boards,
but.as I said, these Local Boards have very little control over these
services. Now, Sir, there may be occasions that certain portions of the

may
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road should be closed for certain purpose but even in that case the
Chairmen of the Local Boards are handicapped because they are not
in a position to do so.  Powers from the hands of the Chairmen of the
Local Boards have been taken away by the enactment of the recent Acts.
Previously we were accustomed to see that the Local Authorities had the
full control over their roads which théy maintained. Now my point is to
urge upon the Government that they should see that the Local Authorities
are given the full power over the roads which they themselves maintain.
If they are not given such powers it is really lamentable that they should
sit like so many pillars and even they will have no say over the bus service.
Sir, we have seen that even if any katcha road becomes useless, the Chairmen
of the Local Boards cannot close the road from traffic for a considerable
time. If the Chairman has to do anything he. has to refer to the Motor
Association or to the Police Superintendent or to the Police Officer who is
the authority of that particular area. With these few words, Sir, I urge
upon the Government that they should sce that the Local Authorities are not
deprived of this small power which they formerly enjoyed. I commend my
motion for the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

Cut motion moved :—

“That the total provision of Rs. 3,94,500 under Grant No. 7, Major
head.—12—Charges on Account of Motor Vchicles Taxation Act, at page
55 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.10, i. ¢, the amount of the whole
grant of Rs. 3,94,500 do stand reduced by Rs.10.” !

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I could not gather from the qucch of the hon. mover
what control or power he wants the Local Authorities to be clothed with.
My hon. friend ought to know that section 102 of the Government of India

“ Act, sub-section (2) says that whenever any law has been passed by the
Fedéral Assembly and so long as the Federal Assembly is not constituted, by
the present Central Assembly on a subject which isin the Concurrent List
we cannot legislate repugnant to the Federal law. Mechanically propelled
vehicles is item No.20 of Concurrent Legislative List. I have already
mentioned in another connection that onl_y last year, i. e., .1939, the
Central Ass:mbly passed the Act 4 of 1939, the amended Indian Motor
Vehicles Act and under that Act, all the power to regulate traffic and to
issue permits for motor vehicles have been given to a new body which is
to be created called Regional Transport Authority. In view of this Act,
and provision of the law of the Federal Legislature, I do not see how the
Local Government can be censured when they have no power to arrogate
to them, far less, clothé the Local Board with power he advocates. In view
of these legal difficulties I hope my hon. friend will see his way to with-
draw his cut motion which has been moved to censure Govern-
ment.

- Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN After hearing the Hon’ble Premier, I
beg to withdraw the motion. (laughter)
., 'The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble th¢ SPEAKER : ‘

The question is:

., “That_a sum not exceeding Rs.3,94,500 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
?‘n(_img on the 31st March 1941, for the administration of the head
12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.”

The motion was adopted.
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GRANT No. 1

(4.—Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.30,000 be granted to defray the
cha,rges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on the 31st March 1941, for the administration of the head 4.
Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax”’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: There is no cut motion on this de-
mand. So, I shall put the questson. The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.30,000 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on the 31st March, 1941, for the administration of the head

¢“4.—Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax’’,
The motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 9

(Railways)

The Hon’hle Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI:

%/ S PR o T Oﬂ the
recommendation of His Excel

] ; ellency the Governor of Assam, T weg, Sir, to
move that a sum not exceeding Rs.25 be granted to decfray the charges
which will come in the course of

payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1941, for the administration of the head “Railways.” '
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
“That a sum not exceeding Rs.25 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3]st
March 1941, for the administration of the head “‘Railw_ay_s”. A
I find that there are some cut motions. Maulavi Amjad Ali may move
his cut motions. ” 1
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. S]:?ea;k,qr, Sir.
rence to your wish that we should settle this matter in the party
I do not like to move this motion. )
" The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Thank you, 1 th_mk the hon. member
" does not like to move all the motions that stand in his name, T
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: No, Sir, I do not like to
move motions Nos. 1¥ and 2} standing In my name. o
" The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: Motion No. 3 stands in the name of
Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmah. .. RiaEt

In d_efe-
meeting,

. : e sl

*1 That the provision of Rs. 25 under Grant No. 9, Major head~15A.~State Rail
ways and 15D.—Miscellaneous Railway Expenditure, Minor head—ISD-*’MiSCellaneou‘
Railway Expenditure, at page 59 of the B idget, be reduced by Rs. 10, 7. . ¢ s

the whole grant of R+. 25 do stand reduced by Rs. 10.
(To bring to the notice of Government for pressing the Railwa
vide better 'waiting room accommodation to' the 3rd and ' Inte gers
Bongaigaon and also iticrease the duration of train stoppage at the said station.) =
" “f2. That the provision of Rs. 25 under Grant No. 9, Major hcad——'ISA__statc Rail
ways and 15D.—Miscellaneous Railway Expenditure, Minor h2ad 15D Nfidcellaneas
Railway Expenditure, at page 59 of 'the Budget, be rediced by Rs. 10, i.’., the amoy e:)u;
the Whole grant of Rs. 25 do stand reduced by Rs. 10, -~ - ' - e
To raise a' discussion on guaranteeing loss of a Railway and the resultant 5
of R.S 75,00 0 annually on' that score.) o g Y a0 5 SXpenditure

> the amount of

Y. aut,horitles to pro-
t-class ‘passen
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Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : I beg, Sir, to move that the
provision of Rs. 25 under Grant No. 9, Major head—15A.—State Railways
and 15D.—Miscellaneous Railway Expenditure, Minor head—15D.—Mis-
cellaneons Railway Expenditure, at page 59 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.2, i. e., the amount of the whole ‘granc of Rs.25 do stand reduced by
Rs.2. .

The object ‘of this motion is to raise a discussion on the subject of
closing passenger traffic of the Jorhat Provincial Railway from the 1st of
April 1940.

Sir, this Railway has been in existence for about 50 or 60 'years and
now it has been proposed to stop the passenger traffic from ‘the first of
April, 1940. Sir,” there has been a great resentment of " the people and
I have got a representation from the public headed by Khan Bahadur
Maulavi Abul Fazal Ahmed and many others that this will cause much
inconvenience to the passengers who have been enjoying this privilege for
the last 50 or 60 years. So, I draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister
to see that this passenger traffic is being kept in-tact as it is now. With this
object in view I commend my motion for the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ¢ Cut motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.25 under Grant- No. 9, Major head—15A.
—State Railways and 15D.—Miscellaneous Railway Expenditure, Minor
head—15D.—Miscellaneous .  Railway Expenditure, at page 59 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs.2,ie., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.25 do stand reduced by Rs.2.”

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I
have just received a letter from Khan Bahadur Rahim Uddin Ahmed ' son-
in-law of Khan Bahadur Maulavi Abul Fazal Ahmed, whose name has

j}lst now been mentioned by the previous speaker complaining that this
line should not have been stopped in the way it is proposed to be with-
drawn.  Sir, this line has been in existence, as has already been said, for the
last 50 or 60 years and if it is proposed to stop the line  they should
have’ given sufficient notice to the residents of the locality. Sir;-, Titabar is
a place which is growing into a town and there ar¢ numerous important:
villages around the place and a large number of people use this train and
therefore it will be a great difficulty for them if - the line is
stopped. What ‘1 want to suggest is that the people may be - given: ~
at least one year’s time and in the meantime one of the roads: connecting
the town from Titabar may be taken up for improvement. There are two
roads—one is called No-ali-' and. the other’ Garhali. In the last meeting
of the Communications Board there was a proposal made by Mr.
Hockenhull for improving the No-ali road. If that proposal had been
accepted, I would surely not have objected to this line being stopped.
But before improving either of these two roads if the line is stopped,
1(3}eoplc ‘would be putto ‘great difficulty and trouble. Therefore, I, hope
sovernment will move thé authorities concerned so that the line -con-
t~1'-nuelsi until one of these two ro-ds is improved. °
e frllo?hRABINDRA NATH ADITYA: On a point of information,
P ek ¢ ngrse of this discussion on the Railway, 1 ﬁr}d that Rs.1,00,000-
S t}ll)irolzl' ed for contribution to the Tangla-Belsiri-Rangapara Rail-
Dk a.Sn it had better be shown under this grant.- Secondly, this ‘item
charged—I do not k h And thirdly, action should have »

been taken by the Provincial Government e i
Giidn Yl rovincial Government to - transfer this line to the Central

ment with all its financial implication since the Railways area Cen-

tral subject with the necessary machinery for their control and
guidance. :

e o
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Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Sir, 1T thank the hon. mover for bringing
this up to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge.  This Jorhat Pro-
vincial Railway has two branches, one going to Mariani and the other to
Titabar. They have got a fine metalled road, to Mariani but a very kuicha
road to Titabar, and the tea gardens may not be or need not be served by
the railway. But there are many village people who use these roads, and
they are handicapped because of th.c kulcha road, the upkeep of which is bad.
The railways serve them well, and if these people are deprived of this rail-
way, then they will be under great hardship. They have not only to go to
Titabar and other places, but there are three big hats and these villagers
have to take goods by these railways which serve them well. If this railway
is abolished, they will be at the mercy of the buses and we all know what
happens if these buses are to take people to and from on market days. I also
learn that goods traffic will continue and that only pPassenger traffic will be
stopped. Therefore, it will not be of any hardship if this passenger traffic
on this line to Titabar is continued, though not to Mariani. 1 hope the
Hon’ble Minister will bring this up to the notice of the railway authorities.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE : May I know, Sir, from the
Hon’ble Minister whether any money has been provided for metalling the
said road, by the Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUTL, MATIN CHAUDHUR]I : Sir, with

regard to this Jorhat Provincial Railway, from the 1st of April 1937 it has
become federal and all the arrangements in connection with that Railway
are now done by the Railway Board., When in the year 1937, the Railway
Board proposed to the Government of Assam that they wanted to discon-
tinue the passenger traffic, the Government of Assam protested against it.

d negotiations followed and then the
000 to recoup the los
According to the calcula-
the coaching traffic has
n 1936 and that in the

tion of the Railway Board, the earning from
decreased from Rs. 82,000 in 1928 to Rs. 27,000 i
first half of 1937 there has been a decrease of 29 pPer cent. as compared
with the income of the corresp'onding period in previous year. This
decrease they attribute to competitlor} with motor traffic. Everywhere in
different parts of Indi_a where there_ls competition between railways and
the ranotor, for short distances the Railways suffer, and the Railway Board
calculated that the decrease will further. continue and that in the course of
a few years the earning from the coaching traffic may be reduced to the
amount of Rs. 10,000. Thel'efqre they proposed that, if the Government of
Assam insisted on continuing this passenger traffic, they must bear

: : this loss,
and this loss is calculated in this way. They said that the saving from
closing of the passenger traffic in the railway would amount to Rs. 36,000,

and that they anticipated the income of Rs! 10,000 if the passenger traffic
continued and the difference between the two, that is R 26,000, they

demanded from the Assam Government as a subsidy for continuing the
passenger traffic.

As regards the proposal made by Khan Bahadur
Government have such idea in their mind and the
before the Communications Board. But the Co
opinion that there was no need of Paying
were good enough for present purposes.

Maulavi Keramst Ali,
y had placed a proposal
mmunications Board was of
any subsidy and that the roads

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: No,
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: That was
the opinion of the hon. member himself. Anyhow the decision of the Com-
munications Board was that no subsidy should be paid to the Railway Board.
In view of this recommendation of the Communications Board and the finan-
cial position of the province, Government declined to pay the subsidy and
so the passenger traffic was closed.

My hon. friend Mr. Aditya’s point refers to another railway, viZ.,
Tangla-Belsiri-Balipara Railway. As regards that railway, Sir, a resolution
was passed in the Assam Council in 1928 authorising Government to com-
pensate the Tangla-Belsiri-Balipara Railway to the extent of Rs. 1,75,000
annually for the loss they would suffer, in view of the fact that the northern
bank was an undeveloped area and Government wanted to open a railway
in that part of the country. In that agreement it has been further provided
that, if the profit goes beyond 5 per cent. the balance will be paid to the
Government of Assam to recoup the amount that has been paid out of this
guarantee. This is an obligatory amount and therefore it has been included
in the charged item.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Will the Government take
steps to transfer it to the Central Government ? If the Government moves,
the Central Government may take it up.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: The Rail-
way Authorities agreed to build the railway in that part of the country
knowing that there will be loss. So long as the loss continues, the Assam
Government is bound to pay.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Does the Hon’ble Minis-
ter say that there are pucca roads ?

~_The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I never
said, Sir, that it is a pucca road. I said that the opinion of the Communica-
tions Board was that the condition of the roads there was such that no
subsidy should be given to the Railway Board for continuing passenger
traffic in the Jorhat Provincial Railway.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Neither of these roads
are good.

5 ?The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What does the hon. mover mean to
(0 19 5 j
Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : I am not satisfied, Sir. I want

to press my motion.
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

Stat;<§h'ait the provision of Rs.25 under Grant No. 9, Major head—15A.—

15D _i/lrwayﬁ and 15D.—Miscellaneous Railway Expenditure, Minor head—

vedaced ;;S o Ranezous. Railway Expenditure, at page 59 of the Budget, be

edwcad b}?’ Rs.;,”’ i.e., the amount of the whole Grant of Rs. 25 do stand
The motion was negatived,

exceeic‘i]ileg ggnz’lgle the SPEAKER: The question now is that a sum not
colitss of PaY‘menPZ granted to defray the charges which will come in the
administration of th:rllll;g dt}‘lza szi?:v :;S:ng on the 31st March 1941, for the

The motion wag adopted.

The Hon’ble the -
i SPEAK . i
the remaining motions befof:e thfl}-l.o us’lgle time is re ached and I shall put



1940.] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 657
GRANT No. 8

(13.—Other Taxes and Duties)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,000 be
which will come in the course of payment
31st March 1941, for the administration of
Duties”.

granted to defray the charges
during the year ending on the
the head 13.—Other Taxes and

The motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 15

(30.—Ports and Pilotage)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The .question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.2,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment duriy

1oLy . 1 1g the year ending on the 31st
March 1941, for the administration of the head 30.—Ports and Pilotage”.
The motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 17

(37.—Education European)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 75,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
3lst March 1941, for the administration of the head 37.—Education
(European)™.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: May I rise to a point of order,
Sir ? The Hon’ble Minister has not asked for grant of this amount at all.
Unless the supply is demanded from the House, how can there be the scope
for the guillotine ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1 would refer the hon. member to
Governor’s Rules in this connection. When the time-limit is reached it is
not necessary that the Minister should move. The question will be put
from the Chair. This is what is called guillotine.

The motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 27

(Tools and Plant and Establishment ch)arges of the Public Work Depart-
ment :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is :

““That a sum not exceeding Rs.8,12.400 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1941, for {the administration of the Public Works Départ:nent
(Establishment and Tools and Plant)”.

The motion was adopted.
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GRANT No. 29
(55.—Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, etc.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.17,25,800 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1941, for the administration of the head 55.—
Superannuation Allowances and Pensions including payment of commuted
value of pensions”.

The motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 30
(56.—Stationery and Printing)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am going
to rise toa point of order. Irom the beginning of the Assembly Session I
have seen that we have not been able to discuss cut motions, especially, on
Stationery and Printing. From 1937 up till DOW.....oviuiuiiieiieeiiii e

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : How does this point of order arise ?

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : 1 find that time is too short that
has been allotted for so many different grants. 1 specially request you to
allot more time on this grant.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is not a point of order at all.
This is a special request for granting more time. That can be done after-
wards.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

““T'hat a sum not exceeding Rs.3,24,400 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1941, for the administration of the head 56.—Stationery and Print-

2 23

ing
The motion was adopted.
GRANT No. 28

( 54-A.—Famine Relief ) .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

‘““That a sum not exceeding Rs.50,000 be granted’ to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
?1’{151{ }\/Iarch 1941, for the administration of the head 54-A.——Famine

elief .
The motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 16

(36.—Scientific Departments)
:{‘he Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Tl’llje question is :
. ““That a sum not exceeding Rs.10,700 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st

March 1941, for the administration of the head ~36.—Scientific Depart-
ments .

The motion was adopted

: .
s 'Il’lﬁz Ifionl: ble ]t}?-e SPEAKER : I have told hon. members several times
that thi 4 ‘}31 table was prepared in consultation with the leaders of the
parties, an aving regard to the numbet of days that was allotted by His

L
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Excellency the Governor, no more time could be allotted to this grant.
In order to accommodate all the grants within the time allotted, a short
period of time was allotted to this grant. That may not be sufficient for
discussion of cut motions. In future we shall take this into consideration.
Next year, hon. members may.rest assured, I shall try my best to get more
time for this grant. ’

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: What I meant was that there
were so many grants to be disposed of within the time. It will do if fifteen
or twenty minutes’ time can be given under each demand.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member knows that from
the very beginning of this Assembly, I have been telling hon. members that
time as allotted for Demands for grants has been always very short, and
therefore, it would be necessary to request His Excellency the Goverr,lor t(;
allot more_ than seven days for demands for grants. Ifreally a thorough
discussion is necessary, more time is necessary. If the hon. member wants
that more time should be allotted, the Hon’ble the Premier may urge
upon His Excellency the desirability of fixing more days for demands i%r

grants.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
may make the position clear. What my friend is referring to is that lump-

ing of 10 grants within half an hour 1s inconvenient to hon. members

for moving cut motions. If these were separated, he would have been able
to move his motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: To allot half an hour is too much.
GRANT No. 5

(10.—Forests)

The Homn’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : On the recommenda-
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs.9,26,200 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
1941, for the ad ministration of the head ‘10.—Forests’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 9,26,200 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1941, for the administration of the head 10.—Forests’’.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :: Sir, I beg to move.........

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Does that motion * arise, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is discussion about the relation
between the Government and a foreign state. That does not arise.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.1,42,425 under Grant No.5, Major head—10.—
Forests, Minor head—A.—Conservancy and Works, Sub-head—VII.—
Communications and Buildings (total), at page 50 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs.101, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.9,26,200
do stand reduced by Rs.101.

*That the provision of Rs.3,50,450 under Grant No.5, Major head—10.—Forests,
Minor head—A.—Conservancy and Works (total), at page 50 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.200, 7e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.9,26,200 do stand reduced by Rs.200.

(To discuss about the relation hetween our Gov-rament with that of the Tip, erah

State where there is common boundary as regards general administration of both the
Governments.)
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Sir, I have brought this cut motion to get l?lfl'l-cdwslh-n L.1|gj]'{“f u;_)lusncc
that has been perpetuated by cxaction of tolls ‘linln t g 'lutl)'m' ur1 1c} }1510
of a very old public thoroughfare, the I\_Iamslk IE)di_. l'}"“, lis, ma(, ‘\'v u(;(;
runs from Jaipur to Namsik in the district © d'_\ mn].nu\;'s a \‘Lll)y'o
road which was originally constructed at the 1nstance o srl) m(:rlx C}%EV'T .nrg‘?
and was used by the public from time immemorial. 1e Digboi Oi

Company improved a portion of this road as they werc contemplating to
remove some of their machinceries to Namsik where they wanted to establish
lease from the Govern-

s . i 5 - ta
a factory, and ultimately in April 1935 they gota — =
ment for that portion of the road.  Since then, the authorities of this Gom-
pany have exercised their so-called proprietory right over that portion of the

public road and occasionally obstruct public traffic and realise IC({S for lorries.
The other portion of the road which is In dispute passes through forest

reserve blocks.

The Hom’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ona
point of information. Is this road not in the IExcluded Area, i.e., in the
Lakhimpur Frontier Tract ? ) . .

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: No, Sir, so far my 1nf0rn.mt10n goes
a portion of it only falls in the Iixcluded Arca. The other portion of the
road which is in dispute runs through forest reserve blocks right up to a
tea estate of Budlabata Tea Company known as Pengree Tea  Estate.  Sir,
the authorities of this garden have obstructzd the public by putting up a
gate just at the boundary of the forest rescrve land and' realising exorbitant
charges from all vehicular traffic. The chargss arc as high as Rs. 2 for each
trip of lorry, annas 8 for a car which was Rs.2 ermcrl}" and the bullock carts
have got to pay annas 2 for each trip. Now, Sir, a Sm’}” t??- garden ov_vncd
by an Indian tea planter, known as Khatangpani Tea Estate, lies opposite to
the Pengree Tea Estate and the former garden had always been enjoying the
free use of this road. But now this garden has to pay charges like others
and great hardship has been imposed on the proprictor of this _gardcn._ All
pleadings and pledgings by the proprictor of Klla‘u}n{gpanj\l Tea Lstate as
well as by the raiyats of scveral villages p[qvcd abOIUVB> A petition mgncd
by the inhabitants of several villages, submitted to the . l—gf‘ty Commissioner
of Lakhimpur on the 21st May 1938, brought no relief. Sir it is a pity
that Government should shut their eyes to such 2 problem for which they
deserve censure.

With these few words, Sir, I commen
the House. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved : .

“That the provision of Rs. 1,42,425 under Grant N0.5‘, Major head—
10.—Forests, Minor head—A.—Conservancy and Works, Sub-head—VII.—
Communications and Buildings (total), at page 50 of the Budget, be reduced
by Rs.101, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.9,26,200 do stand
reduced by Rs.101.”

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Spcaker, Sir, I listened with great
interest to the claims and clamours made by some hon. members of this
House, who were asking for cakes, toffees, sweets and many other things,
over and above dal bhat which is indispensably necessary for living. But we
in Garo Hills claim only for dal bhat and nothing else. This motion touches
our Garo Hills communication also.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: I am afraid the road under discussion
does not touch Garo Hills at all. &

I The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Tho hon. member has to confine
'hlmself to the discussion of matters relating to this particular road, which
is the object of this cut motion. Other roads cannot come in.

d my motion for the acceptance of
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Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Another particular road in the Garo
5 1 E——"

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 cannot allow the 11911. m~ember to
speak anything on any other road. He can draw the attention of Govern-
ment to that particular road in some other wav. _

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I

may tell the hon. mover that no such road by the name of Namsik appears
to have been handed over to the Assam Oil

Company. If he means

Pangriali road, then I can say that only the right of realising toll has been
iven to the Company but not the right to any land.

g Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: This réad has been
Pengree Tea Estate as Pangriali road.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNAT# BRAHMA : Sir, formerly we had to
keep one guard there for the purpose of realising toll, but now after handing
over this right to the Company we need not keep any guard there. There-
fore, Sir, Govemment_is not going to lose in any way.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : May I know whether these S
are levied by Government or by the Tea Estate >

The How'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: Anyhow this road
passes through the Excluded Area,

Myx. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: The whole length of it ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : | have got information

that the entire length of the road passes through the Excluded Arca, and so
this subject is dealt with in the Governor’s Secretariat.

The Hon’l}le the SPEAKER . Does the Hon’ble Minister mean to
say that the entire length of the road passes through Excluded Area ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROMINI KUMAR CHAUDHIRI: May I
inform the House, Sir, that I ha

d occasion to deal with this particular
question as Minister-in-charge of Forests,

A petition was filed before me
about this very grievance which has been brought before the House to-day
by my hon. friend Mr. Dutta. In the course of dealing with that file it
came to my knowledge that this road passed through Excluded Area, and
subsequently the file was taken over by the Governor’s Secretariat. So, it
could not be dealt with by the Government at all.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This fact ought to have been brought
to my notice before. The hon. mover said that only a portion of the road
passed through Excluded Area, but NOw 1t appears that the entire road lies
in the Excluded Area. However, I will not put this question to vote.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: My, Speaker, Sir, I bzg to
move that the provision of Rs.1,200 under Grant No.5, Major head—10—
Forests, Minor head——A-—Conservancy and Works, Sub-head—I.—Timber
and other produce removed from the Forests by Government agency,
Detailed head —(a).—Timber, at page 50 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.100, 7.e., the amount of the wliole grant of Rs.9,26,200 do stand reduced
by Rs.100.

Sir, my object in moving this cut motion 1s to discuss the general policy

of the Forest Department. From the time in this Assembly, we have been
agitating for the grievances of the publi

i : : ¢ with respect to the administration
of this Department. 1 think, Sir, all sections of the House will agree with
me that the public feeling is very

Sore on account of the harassment caused
by the Forest Department to the public,

named by the

any way they liked, and parti-
are living near the reserved forests
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may be removed. I remember that I specially drew the attention of the
Hon’ble Minister for Forests, whose portfolio remains unchanged to the

difficulties of some pzople near the Patharia Reserved Iorest.  Sir, several
cases were started there as the result of a misunderstanding that was going
on between the public and the Forest employees.  When the Department
takes recourse to litigation, it is extremely difficult for the public to extricate
themselves from the cases because the Forest laws, peculiarly enough, throw
all the onus of proof on the accused. Even then in some of the cases the
accused were able to get acquittal orders, and all these things were also
reported to the Department concerned, but I am sorry to .tell the House
that in spite of all this, the harassment is still continuing there. Unless the
inhabitants of all villages living within a radius of say 5 miles from the
limits of reserved forest be allowed a certain latitude in extracting their
timber and other necessary forest produce for their own use their troubles
will have no end and on the slighest and flimsiest ground the Forest Officers
will harass these people if they are not able to keep them in good humour
at a prohibitive cost, as is well known to the hon. members of the House.
So some relaxation of the ruies with regard to the people living near the
forest reserves must be made. .

Secondly, with regard to jhum cultivation, there are some tribal people
of the hills who have been hard hit by the prohibitory order on this kind of
cultivation to which method alone they are used. I quite sce that forest
lands should not be allowed to be utilised in a reckless manner ; still some
arcas may be made available for the purpose of jhum cultivation by these
people who are not accustomed to any other method of cultivation. So,
something must be done for these tribal people to encourage them to carry
on their hereditary occupation of jhum cultivatior.

I al_so referred to the Government on a previous occasion the question
of permit fees for fuel and other forest produce. The rate of permit fess for
fuel and for other forest produce was increased a few years back, and it
shou!d be reduced on account of the economic depression prevailing in the
province.

The troubles of the people living in forest villages is also a matter of
great concern, particularly the grievances of the forest villagers in the Longai
Forest Reserve was the subject-matter of my discussion with the Depart-
ment, and I had to exchange correspondence with the Department—with
the Forest officer of Sylhet, and also with the higher authorities
athicihﬂi?ng—abogt their' conditions. I tH§nk, the conditions under
Yo ulatetd elie Peopie are allowed to live in forest villages should be
soigely = }:i more humane laws and they should not be allowed to be
ge incurlx?ier? emi1 on the whims and caprices of the Forest Officers concerned,
léave th fg whose displeasure they are made to vacate their houses and

€ lorest precincts, lock, stock and barrel.

of ouz‘};ﬁ;]ic:; pPening up of the forest reserves. That is also one of the items
e reseraguathn for some time past. It has been found that there
opined bl setZleS which have no timber of any value at all, and if they be
Sl L e ternent_by the public it-will be beneficial to the public and
other day the HO Elljle income of the Forest Department. I think only the
Minister for A r(i)n : le Mr.. Brahma, and subsequ.ently the present Hon’ble
sion. I think % Culture, visited a Forest Reserve in the Karimganj Subdivi-
patt of fhe forgstalwsu to these places they were convinced that a great
by the Forest b and has been lying waste and is not being utilised
transferred to th epﬁrtment for any useful purpose. If these lands are

€ Revenue authorities for settlement with the public, it

e
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benefits both the public and the G()\'crnmcnt_ So I think a proper action
should at once be made with a view to sctting at rest the agitation that
is going on, otherwise people are hanging their hopes on the sky for years
toqcthér not knowing thc. final d¢ cision of the Gove.r{lme.nt in the matter.
I hope the Government will soon arrive at a final decision in this matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.1,200 under grant No.5, Major head—10.—
Forests. Minor head—A.—Conservancy and Works, Sub-head—I.—Timber
and other produce removed frum the Forests, by Government Agency, Detail-
ed head—(a)—Timber, at page 50 of the Budget, be redu.ed by Rs.100, z.e.,
the amount of the whole grant by Rs. 9,26,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, in connec-
tion with the dicussion regarding general administration of the Forest Depart-
ment I wish to make a few observations.

In an inland province like Assam, Sir, we must depend upon its natural
resources, like the Forests and the Mines, for our national wealth., There-
fore it is the primary duty of our Government to improve the forests to
expand them, and also to add to its wealth by introducing cultivation of
valuable trees not found in the province but which can be grown with
success. Unfortunately we

) > are not aware of our Government taking any
well-planned and big step in this direction. They have not yet int oduced

in Assam the cultivation of the much-necded Cinchona for which we are
all making incessant demands  Valuable trees like teak, simolu, pine, etc.,
have not been grown to that extent which we all expect. Sir, I make these
observations, not in a spirit of fault-finding, but with the object of urging
upon the Government to divert their immediate attention in this direction
and developing the forest wealth of the province.

With these few words, T resume my seat.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Mr. Speaker Sir, TIrise to support
the motion.  As another motion stands in my name, I think, I shall discuss
that matter under this motion.

Sir, those that have been to the riverain areas after a high flood would
have experienced great ditficulty in finding dugouts and boats in those areas
for carrying on relief work. '1jhc mxmber_ of dugouts and boats has been
dwindling on account of the stringent restrictions imposed on the extraction
of timber for making dugouts and boats. These restrictions have been
responsible for the dearth in dugouts and boats in those areas. Only third
class timber, timber which does not last even for a year are allowed to be
extracted from the forest by the poor raiyats for making heir dugouts.
Timbers such as ajar, pome, uriam and many other valuable timbers are not

allowed to be extracted for the purpose. Thercfore, people do not make
dugouts and boats for their use as 1t is not worth even the labour spent
on it.

There have been representations in this behalf from  the raiyats of those
flood-affected arcas but to no effect. Once in the old C

! ouncil days an
assurance was given that that in the riverain areas these restrictions will be
relaxed and people would be allowed to exiract fit timber from the forest for
making boats and dugouts for the wuse of the settlement holders there. But
this was not given effect to in our parts of the province ; and in my
subdivision and zven in the Majuli the people did not get any benefit from
it. After the high floods of 1937-38 this matter was again brought to the
notice of the then Government and the then Hon’ble Minister-in-charge,
the Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri jssued orders to certain
Deputy Commissioners for allowing the villa gers to take dugouts of reserve
timber. But there also in the hands of some  of the Deputy Commissioners
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the order was almost nullified and as such while in some parts the benelfit
was reaped by the people and in other parts they could m‘)t i hd.\t,"«llil}
advantage out of this order. As for instance, while in - the ‘.\LlJl’l.l.. in
Sibsagar district such timber _was freely allowed to cach family for making
dugouts, in my subdivision it was not done. In the riverain areas f’f my
subdivision which suffered equally if not more than the people of Majuli, this
order did not bring any benefit. The matter was then brought to the notice
of the Government and the then Hon'ble Minister Srijut Rllpllf‘lf!l Brahma
kept it in his hands pending for months and months together without the
concession being available to the people. Now, Sir, as he is now in ch:}rgc
of the portfolio again, I draw his attention again to this matter and I think,
at least in fairness to the people of other parts of the province  where floods
come, this concession’ should be extended as it was extended in the time of
the Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri to the Majuli subdivision,

With these words, I support the motion.

Maulavi Dewan MUGFAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURI: I rise to
draw the pointed attention of the Government to some of the existing defects
of the present forest laws. Sir, the amendment of the ﬁ)rqst laws is a pres-
sing need of the rural people who live in constant drad of floods. We are
inundated with complaints from different villages regarding the harassment
of the forest officers. People are put to unduec hardship on account of the
defects in the present Forest Regulations. Sir, I do not like 1o expose the
names of the Forest Officers lest they shoud be put to trouble. Sir, my appeal
to the Government is that the ‘Forest Rules and Regulations stand " in need
of immediate revision and amendments, so as to make them [ree from all
reasonable objections. Sir, we are so glad to know thrt t e Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge of Forests is going to bring forward a Bill to make some
amendments to the existing forest laws. The Government will earn the
blessings of the whole rural Assam if they come forward with a Bjll 45
quickly as possible to save the people from great hardship.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, in the mandarory order of March,
1908 of the Central Government we find that (I am not quoting the entire
order but 1 am giving only a summary of it),“‘arcas and number of Forest
R :serves were not to be increased but to reduce and relinquish  such waste
lands and to open up for the cultivation of the raiyats”.  But Assam
Government so far I find js working contrary-wise. In 1638 in one session
I have made a mention to the fact that there are some arcas within forest
reserves in Garo Hills where no valuable timber is contained. And I prayed
to the Hon’ble Minister to come and look in to the matter. But up till now
nothing has been done, Another fact is that there are in the villages of Rone-
jeng, Darugiri and Dambo and many other villages people who are making

their - cultivation in their areas with long grass only and they are compeueg
to remain as raiyats within the Forest Department. Th y are anxious to

bego.me o.rdinary raivats of the Governm:nt and I request to the Hon’ple
Minister-in-charge to see to (hig point as well.

Another point is that the Forest Department repeatedly makes attempt

. ds of Nokmas and this lact also has x

pointed out to the Hon’ble MiniSter-in-chargc in 1938. I again praybafg
pre s this point and I hope the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge will see ¢ St
also. . rhli motion of course is not one for censuring Government or repri-
pang g them and. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will take care of it and as

this is only for discussion I h : : ;
i it. il o . T afte S A .
withdraw it, > pe the hon. mover after discussion will



1940] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 665

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: 1, this connection I want to draw the

attention of the Government tq one other aspect of the Departm.cnt namelly
its financial aspect, as a revenye yielding Department. 1 admit that the

Finance Department is an Important Department.  So far as the financial
yicld of the Department is concerned,

it is next to revenue, excise and taxes
on income other than Corporation tax, It gives the Provincial Goverm_ncr}t
a big amount as revenue. ~But if we analyse the income and expenditure
frem year to year at least for few years past, we realise  that Governme_nt
is not giving to the Dcpm‘tmcnt_ as much aftention as is necessary to  realise
[rom it as_much revenue ag g possible. la_kmg the figures from the
Memorandum, at page 23 we see t1~1at the total Income of the D_cpartment
in the year 1936-37 1vas Rs.16,85,000 and the total expendi ure wag

Rs.11,73,000, leaving o surplus incom of Rs.5,12.000. 1n 1937-38 the
total income was Rs 17,51,000 and the e

xpenditure wag Rs.11,72,000 leav-
ing a surplus revenue of Rs.5,79,000. he Cxpenditure in  thes
wer> nearly the same. Yet we see there was an im
revenue to the extent Ofal)‘out Rs.67,000. Next year however that is in
1938-39 the income was Rs.16,69 000 and the expenditure F $.11,61,000
leaving a surplus of ~only Rs.5,08,000. ‘omparing the expenditure of
1937-38 with that of 1938-39 \vo find that the expenditure wasg Rs.11,000
less, whereas in the s;m‘p]us revenue, 110\\'0\'01*, We find thay there was a
heavy fall of alzmxt 1\5.7‘1,00(: M the vear, Taking the revised figures of
1939-40 the income is shoyy, as  Rs.17 lakhg nd  the expenditure as
Rs.11,79,000 leaving a surplus of 1{8.5,21,000. S wWe compare the figures
of 1938-39 and 1939-110,. We see tl}at there is g rise of about Rs.18,000 in
expenditure, but there is ng lise in the surplus revenue 0 even the -samne
extent. The surplus tevenue during the period has increased only by
Rs.13,000 when the expenditure increased by Rs.18,000. So urge upon
the Government that they should pursue a policy

¢ two years
provement and 5 surplus

in the Tuture by which
the surplus revenue may be increased and the expenditure in the Depart-
ment may be curtailed., Comparing the figures for 1940-4

We see that g
Ir¢ 1s however
We do not tee

surplus revenue of RS.5,79=QOO is anticipated, The e
estimated at Rs.12,21,000, €., by about Rs.40,000 more.
how the expenditure of (he Departxpent_ should go up by Rs.40,000 over the
expenditure of the current year. Sir, if the appointment of the Second
Conservator is the reason for it, we at Me time expected that t_hcre
should be a corresponding Increase in the gyr Again 1
at the eXpenditure
the tota]
y ng Departments the
percentages ofexpcnses_ are so high. Thq ex . cpariment
in any particular year is alw_ays in the ‘ r od. of 66 Per cent., i.¢,,
2/3rd of the total income of the Department. So, : . upon the
Government that they should try to see that the expenditure in the Depart-
ment is reduced to a reasonable degree of Percentage,

The prices of timber are said to haye gone Up and the Purchasing
capacity of the consumers is also said to be bl‘lghten]ng. Under all these
circumstances, when the expenses are s 5 : crnment should not
lose sight of the view that the income should h i )
what it is shown to be. With these observatlons I Support the motion, .

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSE'I"IT M. Sl)ea}{e1‘, Sir, as there is a
motion standing in my name concerning the g ministration of the Forest
Department, perhaps I may he permitted here t
said had there been time for my motion to com

xXpendity
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desire to assure the House that what I have to say has behind it an earnest
desire to help : to suggest ways, whereby the financss of the Province may
be enhanced. (Hear, hear.)

We, from these Benches, have steadily advocated the desirability of
greater publicity—more advertising if you like—in the Forest Department.
There has recently been an improvement in this direction and the Report
on the Working of the Forest Department for the year 1938-39 is an
excellent publication on which I would like to congratulate the Officer
responsible. It is clear that in its preparation, a vory su cessful attempt has
been made to avoid the usual dried up statement of [act ; and the introduc-
tion of a rather more intimate style should make it a much more interest-
ing and welcome publication, thus bringing it a wider circle of readers. It
is still however an official publication and as «uch, because of its very
appearance alone, may scare away some who might read a pamphlect having
a kinder face. However, that is a suggestion as to a particular method of
spreading kno vledge. Giving wider publicity to the commercial side of
the Forest Department and wider popularity to it is what we f[eel is
needed.

There is only one Forest Products Utilization Officer to form a link
between the produce of the Forests and its users, and what is more, the
«needers’ of the produce.

There is such a thing as spoiling the ship for a ha’porth of tar, and we
think that the appointment of not more than onc Utilization Oflicer 1s a
case in point. The magnitude of the task before him might easily appal
him, and in fact, render him largely ineffective for inability to decide where
on earth to start.

The war has caused the price of steel and iron to rise to such extents as
to make their use for building purposes almost impossible. ‘The prices of
medicines too have risen and we suggest the field of pharmacology as a
profitable subject of rescarch to the Department. In fact the war has open-
ed up another excellent opportunity for the profitable exploitation of the
resources of this Province, and we hope the Government will not be slow to
take advantage of the occasion by doing all in their power to bring about
closer contact between the Forest Department and those who desire to buy,
and use the products and fruits of the earth which this Department should
have to offer.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir. On a point of infor-
mation. : .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has spoken.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, I only want to know whether the
Government know that the people in some places arc still rendering 1¢ days’
labour for san bon, ctc., which had been reduced to 5 days.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : This matter has not
come to my notice. I only hear it from Mr. Marak. The matter will be
enquired if any representation is received. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. members know that we are
ﬁic;}iosstzrag:;p.m., and we have got only 8 minutes more and the Hon’ble

The Hogngi)io reply to many points, that have been raised.

M B ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
G peaker, Sir, I am obliged to the various hon. members who have
given the benefit of their pe f A luabl e for
The consiferatioh of i personal experience and valuable suggestions ol
reply £6 all T haverds t ed Government. I have got seven minutes only to
R SR X gested the points that have been raised. Sir, some hon.
spoken on this cut motion and have drawn our attention to

= ..‘»:.,«iu,.,m'.., id)
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the stringent nature of our Forest Regulations and they wan
As hon. members have already been told by one hon. speaker probably
Dewan Md. Ahbab Chaudhuri that Government has already drafted a
Bill to amend our Forest Regulations and as soon as it is put into legal
shape, it will be intrgduccd before the House. Therefore, we are moving
already in the direction suggested by our critics. The hon. mover of this
motion has complained that the rate of permit has been increased and it
should be reduced. Sir, on behalf of the Ministry I can only assure him
that the question will be scrutinised. The question of forest villagers’ right
has been raised. In the first place, unless the existing villages are converted
into timber reserves, these forest villagers can have no legitimate ground for
complain because In order to utilise the concession that the Forest Depart-
ment give, these villagers come and like to settle in forest villages. Then
Sir, as we know, the number of days of forest labour has been reduced
from 10 to 5. If there be any evasion of the new orders in any forest area,
that will surely draw the attention of the Government and necessary reme-
dial measures will be undertaken forthwith.

The second question that has been raised by the hon. mover is that
there are forest reserves which contain no timber of any wvalue and these

should be thrown open to the public for the purpose of cultivation and
thereby the province will gain.

t a modification.

' Sir, we are also moving in the same direc-
tions whenever it has been brought to our notice that an area is not really

wanted by the Forest Department and that a reserve does not contain any
valuable timber. Sir, I am very glad to hear from the lips of my hon.
friend Mr. Talukdar that he advises us to develop our forest wealth. We
are at one with him in as much as regeneration work is now going on for
development of our forest wealth. It is not our fault but it is vhe fault of
nature, if the sal tree take 80 years to mature before we can get any return
from our present regeneration work. So, if the benefits of our regeneration
and replantation work cannot be utilised by the present generation, perhaps
our grand childrren will get benefit therefrom.  The same hon. member
advises us to inttoduce new plants like Cinchona. Again Sir, I meet the
same difficulty hat although we give every information, my hon. friends
will not heed to that. I have already mentioned that Cinchona plantation

on a small area of three acres has heen successfully grown near about
Nongpoh and Government is trying to extend the area wherever suitable

lands are avilable. Srijut Sarveswar Barua of North Lakhimpur said that
there are many areas which often suffer from flood, and there is great pau=
city of boata. I am glad however that he has given some credit to my
previous Msnis‘ry when my Hon’ble friend Srijut Rohini Kumar Chau-
dhuri held charge of the Forest Dezpartment. He said that the matter was
brought to his notice and 11.6 passed _the Ol‘glcrs that the people of the place
visited by flood should be given suﬂi’ment timber to convert into boats. I
am also glad to hear that at least in one forest area people derived bene-
ft. If there was any evasion of Government orders by the Forest Officers
of Lakhimpur, I am sorry to hear that. T hope he had brought this matter
to thenotice of his own party Government but it appears from the record
that no orders were issued by them and thereby hangs a tale. 1 find, Sir,
that it was pointed out that the area concerned will require at least 15,000
trees to be converted into boats and the cost or loss to Government for
these 15,000 trees would be in the neighbourhood of three lakhs of rupees. It
was therefore dropped by the previous Ministry. I will, however consider
the request of my hon. friend from North Lakhimpur. I have practically

touched all the points. Now my attention has been drawn by Mr. Marak
from the Garo Hills to the Government of India Orders of 1908. Sir, the
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wealth will be taken into
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question of forest reserves denude of forest
consideration when we scrutinise this branch. [ am sorry to hear that he
thinks that the I'orest Departiment are cncroaching upon the land of Nok-
can assure him that the matter will be gone into by my Hon’ble
friend the Minister-in-charge. My hon. friend Srijut Kameswar Das who
being a Mathematician of repute have worked out various statistics. He
has given us a wealth of statistics called from the Budget Memorandum.
But I would request him to study the figures as well as the graph—which he
would surely value much —‘rom page 18 of the Quinquennial Review of the
Forest Administration in Assam for the years 1934-35 to 1938-39 and the
Progress Report of the year 1938-39. 1 say we are watching with cagle’s eyes
that the expenditure of the Department does not grow, while at the same
time receipt swell, so that the net profits of the province from Forests, do
show an appreciable increasc.

Lastly, Sir, I am obliged to my hon. friecnd from the Planting Group
when he says that there ought to be better publicity of the Forest Depart-
ment’s activities. e said, Sir, that we have only one officer who is doing
the work of a Liaison Officer between the cosumer and the producer, viz.,
the Forest Utilisation Officer. T will consult with the Conservator of FForests
whether, for the more profitable exploitation of the resources of our forests
any further addition in ‘the form of another Utilisation Officer is needed. 1
can speak personally, Su:, that Mr. Dev, our Forest Utilisation Officer, is
doing his level bcst'to bring the produce of Assam to the notice of the con-
suming public outside the province and also the Military Authorities who
have got a great demand for timbers of all classes, at the present moment.

Sir, as we have already been taking action on the lines suggested by
my hon. friends, I hope they will sec their way not to press this motion.

Babu RABINDRA_NATI‘I ADITYA : Sir, in view of the statement
made by the Hon’ble Minister, I beg to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That a sum not excee ding Rs.9,25,200 be granted to defray the charg-
es which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1941, for the administration of the head 10.—TForests™.

The motion was adopted.

mas. I

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a.m., on Monday, the 1lth
March 1940.
Shillong,
The 261/2 April 1940.

I A. K. BARUA,

Secretary to the Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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