


Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the First Assam Legislative,

Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Governnient
- of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 2 f. m. on Friday the 8th
March, 1940

Present

The Hon'’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten
Hon'’ble Ministers and 87 members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which oral answers were given)

(Starred question No. 106 standing in the name of Babu Nirendra Nath
Dev was not put and answered as the questioner was absent.)

- Amount spent for the members of the Retrenchment and
Resources Committee

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIX asked :

«107. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The sum spent for each member who worked in the Retrenche
ment and Resources Committee ?

(b) The total sum spent for the purpose ?

(¢) The date on which the said Committee submitted its recome
mendations ?

(d) What steps, if any, have Government taken to give effect to
the said 1ecommcndauous i

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHDAMMAD SAADULLA
“geplied :

107. (a)—A statement is laid on the Table.

Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 107(a).
Rs.

a. p.
Maulavi Abdul Hai, m.vL.C. 396 0 pO
Khan Sahib Maulavi Abdur R'thxm Chaudhun M.L. c 177 0 0
Babu Satyendra Mohor Lahiri, M.L.C. a5 335 0 0

©  The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur H. P Barua, m.L. c Ze 394 14 ©
. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Brahma 635 2 0
. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud Ali 522 6 0
Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmad =5 . 770 8 @

- Mr. A. K. Chanda i 660 6 O

~ Srijut Tebeswar Sarmah . . - 828 0 ©
" Srijut Purandar Sarma . i 623 10 0
Mr. Baidyanath Mookeuee i 532 0 O
Mr. W:Fleming -0 =, 00 c s, el 5 12 O
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¢ . The Hog:‘blc Maulavi Munawwar AllL 15 0 0

¢ - Srijut-Gopinath Bardoloi... 299 QIO
Maulavi Abdul Aziz . 415 10 0 1
Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutt ... 78 0 0

B Pl &S 7,230 12 0 .. i

(6)—Rupees 8,096.

(¢c)—9th February, 1929. .
(d)—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to the Starred

guestion No.13 {b) and (¢) asked by Maulavi Abdur Rahman, Mm.L.A.,
at this session of the Assembly.

£. Miulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ARI: The total given in the
statement is Rs.7,230-12-0, whereas the total given in angwer to (b) s
Rs.8,096. May I know the reason why they do not tally ? Is it a mistake
m calculation ?

u?' ‘}The Hon’ble Mautavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

robably there was some expenditure in sending the proceedings to the hon

members by post and sorne o her (;).’I)Cljdit'-“'e b(_-yolld what is shewn in the
statement,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AWEJAD ALI: The recommendations of the
Retrcnc'hment Committee were submitted on the 9th February, 1939. Are “
«Governient considering the retrenchment preposals from then ?
The' Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
€ previogs 'Go,\,c,'nm(‘m passed orders only on lew items.  Fhe bulk of the
~§?fg‘1?‘t?§1§’l.ut.mns arc still to be looked into. 1 propose to consider them .
€ssion is over,
< s Ma“la‘{i MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALYz Did not this Government on
assuming office {4k - up this qucstion ? .
‘This'lgxe' Hon’ble Mauiavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Wity th‘;'”e“\ment.assumcd office 2t a time when they had to he very. busy
into th Préparation of the Budget. Therefore, they had no “time to look
Mesc; fecommendations which are of complicated nature, ' A
Comm;:::l:rlg ABDI}R RAHMAN: The report of the Retrenchment
all this tirhe Yts §11bm.11tecl on the 9th February, 1939. .May I know why for
Th'e Hl was lying without being given any attention to ?
T hive alre, gg’k}e Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
the previous i ““t.‘&d that certain recommendations were given effect to: by
t 1e‘;"ecorhrﬁeﬁd°ve.mmc‘n’{ and 1 cannot say why they did not dispose of: all
ith’ S n‘"‘mons while.they were in oflice. = When I. was -confronted
whdle H\Stc-éci;lo;lmi}?'er of recanmendations, I thought of taking” them -as a
SR taking them separately. - That 1s'why T have orddred ioffice

‘Maulavi 3 P oy oF o y=a
rcco.fzr\::rz‘.sepdiﬁoArg?;}JlI}{ RAHMAN : - Is it not'a fact that in defidnce of the
mad.e:% Céftaijh-QPPOMU:](:gr{iSCL;fnCthnt, Committee the prcv‘m‘u's _G‘chmn.‘ient

The: s - : . .
‘Tke;Hor’ble the SPEAKER : How- does that question, arise ¥
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. Mr. L. Dela Neugerede, the present Extra Assistant Conservator
gt of Forests, Gare Hills

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

*103 Will Government be pleased to state— s

(a) Wl‘:uthcr it is a fact that Mr. L. I?i:la Nougerede, the present
Extra Assistant Conservator of Forests in charee of Forests

= % A S S })
Garo Hills, passed the efficiency bar in about 1925-2¢ ?

(&) Whether the Conservator of Forests certifies when an of.ﬁc.er
passes an efliciency bar that the officer ;s capable of
helding charge of any Forest Division in the province ?

it - (¢) Whether the present Extra Assistant Conservator of Forests
Garo Hills was recommended on two occasions by twc;
different Conscrvators of Forests for promotion to the Tndian
Forest Service before  Mr. R. N. Dey was promoted to thag
service ?

(d; Why this offieer was not promoted ?

(¢) Whether itis a fact that Mr. C. Purkayastha is a very Junior
officer and that he was made a temporary Deputy Conservae
tor of Forests ? :

(/) Whether the said Extra Assistant Counservator has reached * his
maximum pay for several vears ?

(g) Whether there is nothing against him ?

'(/z) If so, why should he not be compensated ?

The Han’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

108. (@)—The reply is in the affirmative.
(b)—There is no question of a "certificate. Ttis cons
_ . e My . S sidered
‘whether the officer is fit to hald charge of a division. _
' ' (¢)—Government are not prepared to disclose the recommend
tions made by their officers.
K , (e)—Mz. Purkayastha was junior to five officers of the Provinciakl
Forest Service when he was appointed to a temporary post on the scale :)f
zthc Indian Forest Service. He had ¥3 years’ service. .
- (f)—Yes.
(d) & (g)—Government are not prepared to discuss t} .
. . ] 1 ‘
demerits of their officers. : ¢ merits op
(h)—Does not arisc in view of the reply to 108 A(C_),’ (@) and (c).

Q=

Replacement .of wooden bridges on ﬂ;a Sou ! e P 1
; g Gaubati to Lakhipur h T"‘m_k Read from
: : : i H ! :
~ - Maulayi MURAMMAD AMJAD ALY asked: | - \
*109. Will Governmeht be pleised to stata— : E )

s I¥ (@) The Iocatiar}f by mile of the wooden br
Tt Seuth Teunk Road from' Gauhati to
(6) The approximate cost for convertine ea
@ \v;)ru}_}_)ges into iron bridges ? °
¢) Whether the: Hon’ble Minister-in-
an estimate for the purposze andcglasgcq ilpi?}g}?zei .'0 prepare
~of the Communications Board ? i

iﬂgcsvfhat i'e? im -
Lakhipur ? ki s
ch of the said ‘wooden

- S SR R < < —are e ey
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two lists A and B laid on the table.
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_ The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied -

109. (a) & (b)—The information asked for is furnished in the

(‘4’

REPLACEMENT OF TIMBER BRIDGES ON A. T. ROAD WEST
OF GAUHATI (UNDER PEI'ROL TAX PROJECT ALREADY

*= """PREPARED)
Length in feet
Mile Bridge with Bridge with AIZZ::"S(‘:";“C Remarks
Briclge Jow trmig'[h?rlxgznd ‘m{pﬁ:h;‘&ld replacement
concrete roadway
roadway
_ Rs
2 26/ 66} 9,097
26 26,2 261 11,410
27 | 27/1 124} 16,919
28 28/1 122 17,243
29 292 75} 9,648
30 30/1 5 529 | R.C. Cul-
vert.
30 30/1 87} 13,810
31 31/3 36 7,718
32 3272 48 7,718 |-
33 [ 332 5 529 | R. C. Cul-
3 ; . : vert,
33 33/4 5 500 | R. C. Cul-
vert.
34 34/2 411 6,543
35 35/3 5 500 | R.C. Cul-
vert.
35 35/4 5 500 | R.C. Cul-
: , vert.
3;‘; SRS T e 83 14.210 :
£ 38/1 63% 9710
3 - 38/2 444 5.194
e 41/1 18} 3,451
- 41/2 11 2,505
4 41/3 10 2,505
- 42/1 | 25 5,446
a0 43/3 i b 100 1,110 .| To be clos-
44 443 ‘ 41} 7,704 s
148 L - 4sgy 5 500 [ C Cul-
/ . y = vert.
a8l Lica 46, Lo 5 A36E 18,470 |
48 45/2 543 o s 12,510
49 o+ s 491~ 30 i 6,117 |
C 4T | 472 21 |- 4,046 |’
RDMRIRE 5 s - 350 B SENE = » —
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‘B’ ; .
STATEMENT OF BRIDGES BETWEEN GAUHATI AND LAKEI..
PUR WITH TIMBER PILES WHICH ARE NOT .YET PRO-
POSED TO BE REPLACED BY STEEL .
Structure

Length in feet T
Mile ) :: Bridge with l Bridge with "\&E’f?xoi?qntc Remarks - -
: v i sal piles, | &% e S R
Bridge No. ! ts \le‘:;:l;n:;: and ‘ Hipll).lz;k:'l(}d replacement
{ coneriie I roadway ~
roadway : v
— \ N ;.__ < a—
{ | GOALPARA SUBDIVISION
| i % Rs.
53 \ 53,2 | 132 | 19,300
54 \ 542 | 173 f 25,950 ¥
63 633 1 378 | 5,650 :
64 ; 04/3 | 12 i 1.8¢0 i
06 l 6t /3 ‘( 32 e s 3,300
68 | 68/3 i 12 1,800
-88. |- - BRI 73 10,950 ¥
a8 481 |\ 104 | 15,600 e
01 o113 | 56 | 8,4G0. -
92 921 33 4,950
93 4372 16 2,400 .
o5 05/1 126 18,900
97 97/4 €3} 9.526
98 98 /6 47 7,050
100 10071 40 6,000, - Serpot
100 100/3 533 8,025 .
102 102/5 49% 7423 S

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURTI replied :

(¢6)—This has already been done but construction has been delay-
ed owing to the war. h -

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALY: Trom the statement given in
the tables A and B, we see that from mile 26 to 47 project for replacement of
timber bridges on A. T. Road west of Gauhati is already prepared but from
tnile 53 to 102 between Gauhati and Lakhipur no project is: yet prepared.
May I kuow the reason why the Hon’ble Minister in charge is' not preparcd
to submit project for these bridges in the Communication Boatd ?  Is it
betause the table ¢ A’ falls in Kamrup in the Premier’s constituency and ‘B’
in G_o‘gl_ipgrp,‘ in my C()nStituCnCY P ey TR Fngln Bee SRR

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I am not
aware in which constituencies the bridges reicrred to fall, but the bridges
relerred 10 ip list B are not proposed to bé replaced at present.
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know ths= reason why
the bridges have been taken up from mile 26 to 47 and not from mile S? :
to 102 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : Because
bridges in list A have been approved by the Communication Board.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: At which mecting of the
Communication Board ?

~ The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUIL MATIN CHAUDHURI:  Third
meeting. '

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May T know when the
Hon’ble Minister wants to place these proposals of Goalpara Subdivision
beforé the Communication Board for approval ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Not at
present.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Are not these things
diScussed in the Communication Board meetings ?

The Hon’ble Maulavj ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: These
things must have been discussed and the bridges that are mentioned in list A
have been approved for replacement by steel bridges.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know why the
Hontble. Minister likes to defer placing these projects before the Coms
munication Board ?
intenys Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: It is not
intended to replace bridges in list B at present. Even with regard to A we

are experiencing difficulty in getting stcel due to war. Until this is finished
We cannot take up the other,

Appointment of My, S. C. Sen Gupta as one of the m>mbers of tha
j Public Service Commission

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AM JAD ALT asked :

* o
110, Will Government be pleas~d to state—
- (@) Whether the Hon’ble Premier and his Colleagues were
consulted before the appointment of Mr. S. C. Sen Gupta,
. as one of the members of the Public Service Commission ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that the Hon'ble Babu Kamini Kumar
Sen and other Members of the Cabinet from Sylhet recom-
mended Mr. Sen Gupta for the said appointment ?

(¢) Whether the Ministry brought to the notice of His Excellency
the Governor that the Retrenchment Committee  recome
mendec! the abolition of thjs post as soon as the term of the
former incumbznt had expired ? : . T

() V\’hethex: the Ministry asked His Excellency the Governor " to

€ep this appointment in abeyance, until the Government.’
had arrived at their decision on the recommendations of the
Retrenchment Committee on this poiat ?

-(€) If so, with what result ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

110. (a), (b), (d) & (¢)——There was consultation of an informal and
confidential nature, but appointments to the Public Service Commission are
made by the Governor in his discretion under Section 265(1) of the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935 and on his responsibility,

(6)—Government are not aware of such a recommendation by
the Committee.

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is M. Sen Gupta a man
of the province or an outsider ?

*The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Does this question arise, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That question does not arise at all
from the replies given.

*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Was there no suitable candidate in
the province ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This question also does not arise.

*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know,
should not be any age limit for this appointment ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That also does not arise.

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Are Government aware
that a memorial was submitted to His Exccllency the Governor-General as a
protest against this appointment ? ) )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does it arise from the answer ?

"Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: It does arise, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How ?

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD AL1: Whether this Government is
aware that a Memorial was submittec! to His Exccllcxlcy the Governor
General as a protsst against this appointment ? T!lis IS a question with
regard to the appointment of a member of the Public Service Commission.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Should all these questions come in
whether a memorial was received and how it was disposed of ? Of course
if ’ble Premier likes he can give an answer.

th?"'ll‘_ll(:: ll)-lt(:)n’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
Sir, this appointment took place during the time of the previous Ministry
and I have absolutely no knowledge about tha‘t. Up-till-now I have not
heard officially that any memorial _was submitted.  Moreover, Sir, this
appointment has been made by His Excellency the Governor in his own
discretion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How can the Hon’ble Ministe
whether any memorial was submitted to His Excellency ?

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will the ¢x-Premier please
enlighten us on this point ?

*Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: We cannot enlighten the hon.
members on this.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The ex-Premier ow
now. The hon. member is to get the answer from Government.

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May we know, Sir, whether
the ex-Premier made any recommendation to His Excellency with regard to
this appointment ?

Sir, whether there

r say

€s no obligation .

*Speech not corrected by the hon. member.
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tSrijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: [Idon’t think, Sir, I have any
responsibility now in this mattcr.

tMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May we know wh=ther His Excel-
lency was not willing to take the advice of the Cabinet in this matter ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The answer is that the Cabinet was
consulted informally and confidentially.

+Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May we know from the
Hon’ble Speaker whether he was consulted by His Excellency the Governor
with regard to this appointment ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No ; I should say that it is absolutely
a false statement. I regret very much that an hon. member puts such
question to the Chair. He ought to withdraw this question. A member is
only to get infor mations from Government regarding affairs of the adminis-
trat)ion for which the Chair has absolutely no responsibility.  (In an angry
tone). ‘

tMaualavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I withdraw this question
Sir. It was reported so in some newspapers. .

- The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I regret very much that anything

and everytuing appearing in newspapers should be taken up by the hon:
members as correct or as a basis for a question to be put to the Chair
regax:dmg matters pertaining to the aflairs of Government. Papers may
Pubhs.h anything and an hon. member is supposed to be a bit circmnspcc'r
in taking note of all these publications for a question to the Chair. The
hon. member is putting the Governor and the Speaker in a very awkward
position. He is dragging His Excellency the Governor’s name to the floor of
the House in a manner not permissible.

Re Babu Biraj Mohan Dev, a political prisoner

Mau_lavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

&.“‘111. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to an article
‘jlnder the caption ‘¢ % «agi1” published in the MufTasil Edition of the
nanda Bazar Patrika (Daily), dated the 10th Sravan 1346 Wednesday ?
cal o (b) -Are Government aware that Babu Biraj Mohan Dev, a politi-
Prisoner from Assam, is in Dum-Dum or Alipur Jail in Bengal 2
(o) Is it'.'a fact that he has resorted to hunger-strike and the pre-
l(On of his health is causing anxiety ?
d) 1If so, what steps, if do the G ent of Ass: -
or 5 ps, 1f any, do the overnment ol Assam propose
already have taken to have him released without delay ?

sent condit

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
111: (2)—Yes.

; . (b)—He is a man of Ben 1' - i ;

sy He 1. gal. He was convicted by the Calcutt

E;%}}llo?:uﬁ (')In a reference by the Additional Sessions judge,ySyll]ct, in uth?:
ail Dacoity case,-but was also convicted by the Comilla Special

Tribunal in a Ben
. Bengal case and sentenced to transportati T He
noW i thé Alifsre Cintral Tl portation for life. He is

fSpeech Hiot corrected by the hon. member,
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(¢)—The hunger-strike
prisoner is good. His weight is
conviction in 1933.

was suspended, and the health of the
L11 pounds as compared with 100 at his

(d)—Government have corresponded
Bengal, and have ascertained that his tase can only be considered in the
normal course under the 14 years’ cule. The question of release in respect
of the conviction in Assam can therefore only arise at that tirmie.

with the Government of

(Starred question No. 112 standing in the n

] ame of Maulavi Mabarak
Ali was not put and answered as the questioner w

'as absent.)

Appoiniment of Maulavi Abdul Gani as an Extra Assistant
Commissioner

Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked :

*113. Will Government be pleased to state——

(@) Whether it is a fact that Maulavi
appointed as an Extra Assistant
Congress-Coalidon Ministry before they resigned and that
the order of appointment was unconditional ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the said order of appointment . was
' kept in abeyance for some time by the present Ministry
without communicating it to the gentleman concerned ?

(¢) If so, why ?

Abdul Gani, B.L., was
Commissioner by the

(d) Whether it is a fact that after
communicated to the gentlem
appointment was conditional u
ness as a Mussalman ?

(e) If so, why ?

some time the order was
an_ informing him that  his
pon his proving his genuine

The Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

There is an apparent mistake in the questioq of the hon.
question is whether it is' a fact tha}t .NIaulavx Abdul
appointed as an Extra Assistant Commlssmnex:. Prob
to Maulavi Nurul Ghani and on that assumption I a

member. His
Gani, B. L., was
ably he was referring
m replying.

113. (a) to (¢)—The decision to appoint Maulavi Nurul Ghani was
reiched by the late Ministry beforff their resignation. Before the order of
appointment could be issued, certain allegatlor_ls were made to Government
that he is ineligible for the post. The‘ appolntment order was therefore
issued provisionally by the Secretary be.fore the new Ministry assumed office,
making it clear to the candidate that his

i : . 1S appointment would not be confirme.
ed unless the Ministry werve satisfied in regard to these allegations.
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA - Sir, May T kinow who ‘made this
allegation before the Govern ment ? -

_ The Hom’ble Maqlavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There was a protest against t_hls candidate being  taken in as a.-Muslim
candidate both from the Muslim public of Shillong as well as Sylhet.
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M BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, have Government been
r. T "
i Fiafe bout this allegation by this time .." . LA :
e Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADL A
Not yet, Sir. We are still waiting for some explanation from
conccf\zr:-edf"AKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Isit not a fact, Sir, tlblnnsltlllc
appointr.nent of Mr. Nurul Ghani was gazetted before the previous Inistry
resigned ? LLA:
“The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADU
f that, Sir ? ) emier. tak
' “"Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Wil the Hon’ble Plricraci thlz:\c‘l:
it from me that the appointment was gazetted before our inistry
resigned ? LA: 1
gThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA Dsltj,llg(.d that
will take the hon. member’s statement to be correct, but it 1wa§t} “yewaid &6
he will not be confirmed unless the Government was satisfied with g
e g}llf.g?:ﬁiRUDDlN ALI AHMED: Docs the I‘Iun’l)lg: .Prcxpnier wish
to say, Sir, that the gazette notification contained that condition ¢ ULLA :
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD :
I am stating the order from the file.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Who passed that order, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD sAz?DrULLA‘
The answer is already there that the order was issucd by the Secretary.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Can the Secretary override the

e b ; ; b
decision of the Minister and issue an order other than that was passed by
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I am not aware of such a power, Sir.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Wil the How'ble Premicr take
it from me that no provisional order was passed by the Mlmstc.rr_ conf:fllrf;he
and therefore the Secretary had no business to insert a condition i1

. i i l
order issued under his signature particularly when Mr. Ghani was definitely
given the appointment ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

As 1 have already stated in the reply, the present Ministry was not in office
at the time when this order was passed.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Premier, gif

€ Prepared to take action against the Secretary concerned for inserting the
condition over stepping the decision of the Minister-in-charge ?

ipy e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

If I ﬁnd, Slr, that the SeCreta.ry has Over_stepped thc Ordinary rules an

Procedure of the Secretariat, then surely the case will be looked into.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: What is the nature of the
allegation, Sir ? ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Would it be proper in the interest of the officer concerned to discuss this
thing on the floor of the House ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOGKERJEE : I mean, Sir, whether it was of
such a serious nature that such a step was necessary ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is asking too much.
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Re Appointment of Babu Promode Chandra Goswami as a Lecturer
in the Murarichand College

Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked :

*114. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it isa fact that Babu Promode Chandra
M. A., acted as a lecturer in English in the
College, Sylhet, for several years ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that Babu Promode Chandra Goswami
was appointed as a permanent lecturer in English in the
Murarichand College, Sylhet, by the Hon’ble Minister for
Education, of the Congress-Coalition Ministry ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that before the said order of appointment
was published in the Gazette or communicated to the person
concerned, the present Ministry came  into power and
cancelled that order by appointing another gentleman as a
lecturer in the Murarichand College, Sylhet ?

(d) If so, why ?

Goswami,
Murarichand

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

114. (a)—Yes.
(b)—No.
(¢) & (d)—Do not arise,

Newspaper article 7¢ ““Injustice to the Scheduled Castes®’

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :

*115. Has the attention of Government been drawn to a letter of one
Srijut Dhirendralal Das, B. L., Pleader, Goalpara, published in o ebest e
of Assam”, in its issue of the 20th January, 1940, under the heading “Injustice
to the Scheduled Castes™ ?
*116. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the contents of the letter
No. 115 above are true ?
(b) If so, what action Government has taken on it ?

(¢) Do Government
of the letter ?

mentioned in question

propose to redress the grievances of the writer

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
115.—Yes.

116. (a)—The letter makes a large number of Statements, some of which
are true and some untrue. The candidate was not found suitable for
the appointment in question, and was therefore not recommended to Govern-
ment by the Public Service Commission,

(6) & (¢)—Do not arise,
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Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I know, Sir, whether there
were any other Scheduled Caste candidates ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULI‘,A :
The article in question mentioned that there was no other Scheduled (‘.;mtc
candidate. I am not sure whether there were any other Scheduled Caste
candidates, as the list is with the Public Service Commission. _

Maulavi JAHHANUDDIN AHMED : May I know, Sir, he being t}{e
only Scheduled Caste candidate, why he was not recommended by the Public
Service Commission ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SA.ADULLA .

The Public ‘Service Commission reported that the result of the exami-
nation of this particular candidate was very poor : he stood twenty-first
out of a list of 22. They thought that the standard of this candidate was not
up to the mark necessary for an Extra Assistant Commissioner, o

- Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I know the total minimuim
number of marks required by a candidate and whether the candidate secur-
ed that minimum ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I would require notice of that question, Sir, as I have not got the marks with

me. The only report that I got was that the candidate’s result was very poor
and that he stood twenty-first out of a number of 22 that appeared.

————

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)

Transfer of an Agricultural Inspector from Nalbari to Barpeta

Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHARI asked :

111. (@) Is it a fact that the head e icultural Inspector
L quarters of the Agricultural Insp
at NalbariWas recently been. transferred from Nalbari to Barpeta ?

(b) Are Government aware th . -1 Baska
3 at the z der Backward Dbas
group of Mauzas to the Nor he area un

th of Nalbaii, and that under the Barkhetri
%ﬁgu%Of.M;"uzaS to the South of Nalbari, has long since been neglected by
by theg;:cgctuulie Dlel;artment and that these areas can never be attended to
Ba.rpetag> ural inspector posted to the furthest corner of his circle at
(¢) Do Governm . »
station of the Agriculturaleﬁf propose to declare Nalbari as the headquarters

spe : -
strator to Boroma in the Baskg aifg; 3 nd depute one Agricultural Demon

(d) Is it a fact that
Board, Government p on the reco

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
111. (a)-——YCS.

(b)'—Thed Agricultural Inspector was placed at Nalbari for a
pretty long time and the surrounding Mouzas got considerable help from
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him in agricultural matters while Barpeta circle w
tural activities due to bad communication.
the jurisdiction o! Agricultural Inspector, Barpeta, and he will attend to the
Mouzas near about that Circle as far as possible.

. *Srijut GAI.JRI KANTA TALUKDAR: AS !‘Cgards (b) does tl‘le answer
grven mean that it would be optional for him to attend to the Mouzas near
about Nalbari Circle ?

as deprived of all agricul-
The Nalbari Circle falls under

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: No.
*Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Does it

J : £ _ not indicate that he
will not find much time to visit such Mouzas ?

*The Hom’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: It is within the range
of possibility.

*Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Do not Government recog-
nisc that the Barpeta Circle along with the Nalbari Circle is a very big area
and quite unwieldy for a single Inspector of Agriculture to supervise ?

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI : Govern ment would be
glad if they could provide another Agricultural Inspector.

*Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will Government consider the
desirability of providing an Agricultural Inspector for Nalbarj ?

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The question is under
consideration.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

(¢c)—Itis proposed to place an Agricaltural _Demonstrator at
Boroma if the demand for grant of additional posts of Agricultural Demon-
strators is passed by the Assembly.

(d)—A scheme for opening a few Departmental Seed farms was
received by Government from the Director of Agriculture as a result of the
recommendations of the Development Board but the same could not be
approved for lack of funds.

(e)—The question does not arise,.
Headquarters of the Inspector of Agriculture at Nalbarj
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

112. (a) TIs the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture aware that
Nalbari is situated in the midst of an agricultural areq linked with a larce
number of important agricultural centres ? =

(b) Is it a fact that for the benefit of the cultivators of the sur-
rounding localities, an Inspector of Agricult

ure was posted with his o

quarters at Nalbari ? J s head
(¢) Is it a fact that the said head uarters ha i i

o BEaters q ve since been shifted

rction 2 (&) If so, will Government be pleased to state the reasons for this

(¢) Are Government aware that on the str i
; en a : ength of population and
area, the Gauhati Subdivision is entitled to 2
A at 1]
griculture ? cast two Inspectors of

(f) Are Government aware that the said tra
A ransfer of headquarters
has caused great loss to the cultiva it Nalbars

tors of the localities near about Nalbari ?
*Speech not corrected by the hon. member, e ]
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. £)
Have the Government received a resolution .du)t}'(.j thf; mli';]tsl:
g)f ?}ch North Kamrup Krisak Sanmilan, l)mu,.sungifo‘%(‘min
J;:]-y ail(?Bt?anosfer of hca.dquartcrs and l’qulCSting th.c? Government v
ih: sheadquartcrs of the said Inspector at Nal-l)arlh.(‘ headquarters of the
(k) Do Government propose to retain the t Barpeta, if thought
said Inspector at Nalbari and place another Officer at B:
necessary ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

112. (a)—VYes.

stationed at Nal-

(b), (¢) & (d)—The Agricultural Inspector. ‘gsds:ngg[ continuous

bari for a long time and the cultivators of 1\4albarlh'l ”B,l’rpcta Circle was

help from the  Agricultural Inspector so long w lc'n‘rOVCd- It is for

deprived of it for bad communication which is now ir thrs of the Agri-

the benefit of the cultivators of Barpeta circle, the hcadqu?\qulbari Circle also

cultural Inspector have been transferred to Barpeta ; lh‘f ‘cclOI' who looks
is within the jurisdiction of the same Agricultural Insp

after the needs of the cultivators of this circle alsz. . of placing two
(e)—Government do not consider the necessity

Agricultural Inspectors in this subdivision. aused to

8 (f)—vaernment do not consider that any loss has been ¢

. ves both
the localities near about Nalbari as the Agricultural Inspcctor S€r
Barpeta and Nalbari equally,

(g8)—Yes, and a reply was sent to the Secretary. sricultural In-
(A)—No. There is no provision for a separate Agricu
spector for Barpeta.

ti Town
Re Plot of land covered by dags Nos.1509 and 1510 of Gauha

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

113. Will the Hon’ble Revenue Minister be pleased to Stai?;iw and 1510
(@) Whether » plot of land covered by dags Nos. uthern side of
of the town of Gauhati, contiguous to e Slo Corporation
the compound of the Gauhati Electric Suppﬁ' s been lying
and to the eastern side of the Madrassa, ha
Wwaste for a long time ? €m
(b hether the Magaging Committee of the Karr.nr_urll) Atc}i?saic}ll
made an application to the Government for g“ﬁ rgeon ?
Plot of land for erecting their school bu’!dlngs - recom-
(¢) Whether the Divector of Public Instruction, Assam, ion, for
mended to the Commissioner, Assam Valley Dlv'lliiin’ ?
lending the said plot of land for the said school buil Cong r.esS
(d) Whether the Hon’ble Revenue Minister of the idg lot
o-alition Miristry passed an order, directing the said p
of land to be given to the Kamrup Academy ? d by the
(¢) Whether the said order has since been cancelle ¥
present Ministry ? :
(f) If so, whether };hc Government consulted or informed :g:
Managing Committee of the said Academy before :
order of cancellation was passed ?

(¢) Whether there were other applicants for the said land ?
(2) If so, who are they ?
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(2) \ththcx: it is a f;l.ct that the Burma il Company, Ltd., was
one of the candidates for the said land and wanted it for
establishing a Petrol Depét there ?

(7) \\‘/hc[hcr the land has already been given to the Burma Oil
Company, Ltd., or _to some other person for establishing a
Petrol Depdét there ?

(k) If the answer to question No. (7)1is in the aflirmative, will

Go\rcx'x]]}]CI]t bc. pleased to state whether any auction was
held before scttling the said land ?

(&) If so when ?
(m) If not, why not ?
(n) If the reply to question (7)isin the negative, do Govern-

ment propose to settle the land with the Burma Oil Com-
pany, Ltd., without any auction ?

114. (a) Are Government aware, that the
that plot of land being given to any business firm or company ?
(6) If not, do Government propose to sound public opinion

before settling the said land with any private individual or business
concern ?

public have objection in

(¢£) Do Government propose to
public educational institution ?

115. (@) Is it a fact that the Hindusthani Prachar S
which supplies our High English Schools with Hindustl
for this plot of land for erecting their office and schoo
(b) If so, do Government propose to giv

reserve the said land for some

amiti, Assam,
1an1 teachers, applied
I buildings thereon ?

Samity ? e the land to the said
amity ¥

The Homn’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

113. (@) and (b)—The reply is in the affirmative.

(¢)—It may be so.

(d)—The reply is in the affirmative.

(¢)—Yes. On the objection raised by the Commissioner of Divi-
sions and the Public Works Department the present Government had to
review the whole question afresh.

(.# )—No.

(g)—VYes.

(h)—Application for !and for an Ayurvedic
Kamrup Academy and Burma Oil Company.

garden, Secretary,

(i)—Yes. .

(7 )—The land has been given to Burma Ojl Company,
(k)—No.

({)—Does not arise.

(m) & (n)—It was settled in accordance
rule 67 of the Settlement Rules on a substantial pre
for a first class business site.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : With regard to (), may I
know, Sir, what were the objections raised by the Commissioner ? y
The Homn’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :

The triangular plot of land was suggested by the Burma Oj] Company and
the Commissioner found that it was suitable for the petrol pump.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : ay we know, Sir, what was

the objection raised by the Commissioner to giving that pl :
the Kamrup Academy ? ’ g g tha plot of land to

V\fith the footnote to
mmum ani a fair rental
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahalur M s &
Thatsplot wzg not thought suitable for a \(ﬁ:,ltalu SAYIDUR RAHUANE
- t > )1.
£ Di‘;‘g;or O?PUUR‘ IliKi*NTA TALUKDAR: Do Government o
P b D q. rllstructlon saw this plot and recommended )“l " s
> ot \{ery suitable plot for the Kamrup Academy and vy oy
may be given to 1t ? : s and that the land
The Hon’ble Khan Bahad e QA3
It may be s0. jadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
vir. FAKHRUDDIN AL AHMED : ,
self seen the plot in question ? ED: Has the Hon’ble Minister him-
>
The Hon ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: !

No, Sir.
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHME
; o MED : Ts the Flon’ble Mini
S ere is . bk mar thepion ,\:h‘(h}: I.[-ftl»‘).];.-(;\lf“:w;m‘} u.walrc
. was proposed by the

previous Minizitry to be given to the Academy ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M -ulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Y
AN es,

Sir.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : he s
e o msstgan,
I Tl:rec ﬂroczdyt:wolfahn [Bahzdur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMA

ere Z schools there and there will not He ilf‘(‘l)l{lmodf\t'N:
- ation

for 2 third. KHRU
Mr. FA DDIN ALI AHMED : What does the Hon’ble Minj
> Minis-

ter mean by saying that there will be no acc ;
! 4 h ! . no accommodation when even
allotting 2 portion O the plot to the Burma Oil Company \'Ltilll (5\(’:3 g
b A SOINE areq

is left opem- sple K
The Hon bie han Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Tt
y : 1at

wi]l be required for the Cxpansion of the exis - ol .
R existing schools.
Mlt-'Wfl‘;IfNHas ;2213\1 t};ALI) AHMED : Does the Hon’ble Mini
gay th2 o the Burma Oil Company was not r(‘duirclclisg'cr
’ or

the extension of the Bengali School ?

(no reply)

grijut GAURL KANTA TALUKDAR: Isi a L
s been agca(,i‘gl gwl(;n to thé Butma Oil (E(’ml-zulrt‘\l,l‘;t a fact that this lang
D fe Howble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

Yes: | ..

- Srlg‘:gfglg%}lé{v’ii’rlx TALUKDAR : Then how does the Hon?
MinisteT | Lools ? acant space will be required  for tl " o ble
the ex1stlnig—lsc e the expansion gal

2
The Hon ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN ‘

Onlynzr;e %ﬂ%&%{%g‘ﬁ;{gcﬂ to the Burma Oil Gompany
e A e ALI ALIMED: Docs the Hon’ble Minj
realise gerous to locate a petrol pump near a school llpllsler

The Hon’ble Khan :
T do not think it v?iﬁh}?edur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :

No, Sif. ' GAURI KA
‘ Sr:'quat when half of thNTA TALUKDAR: Do not Gove
i ?‘Or petrol Armetal e land has been given to the Burma Oilrnment
‘ = rest of the land will  be unfic for any pC%rln
< u iC

?
Hon’ble K
The han Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

No, Sif:. . GAURI KA
S:}:‘g‘grounds of objli:lt‘-},x TALUKDAR: Sir, may we know
‘tion on the part of the Public Works DeWhnt
part-

4
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauiavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
I have already stated that, Sir.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :
as advanced by the Commissioner ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi

Were they the same grounds

SAYIDUR RAHMAN:

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: With regard to (m) and (n)
the reply is that *‘It was scttled in accordance with the foot note to rule 67
of the Settlement Rules on a substantial premium and a fair rental for a
first class business site.™ But the Scttlement Rules say that *“in settlement of
town land under this rule, the land should be put up to auction, unless the
Commissioner of the Division directs otherwise by a special order.”” May I
know what was the special order passed by the Commissioner of the Assam
Valley Division in this case ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
I am not aware of that, Sir.

Srijut GAURI KAN'I‘A TALUKDAR' \'Vas any Spccial Order
obtained before the order of the last Ministry was cancelled ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN.
I am not aware ol that, Sir.
Srij‘!t GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR = h/Ia)I I kllO\V \\rl]at was tllc

“substantial premium?® which the Government obtained from the Burma
Oil Company

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi
I am not aware of that.

Mr. FAKH\'RUDDIN ALI AHMED : These are very relevant ques-
tions and the Hon’ble Minister shoul | be prepared to give information.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : To answer these details in reply to

supplementary uestion is not so very casy. The documents will have to be
consulted.

Yes

SAYIDUR RAHMAN:

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : This question was put a long
time ago and it demanded detailed information.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But the question as to what premium
was realised from the Burma Oil Company is not at all right.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : The question is whether it
was put to auction, and naturally the question follows as to what was the
premium.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'The Hon’ble Minister will also say
naturally that the hon. member ought to have put down that question.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : May I know what was the

rental ?

The Homn’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi
I require notice.

Srijut GAURI .KAN'I_‘A TALUKDAR: May I know whether the
Kamrup Academy with which the land was settled ~was asked if they were

prepared to pay a premium or rental before this land was settled with the

Burma Oil Company after cancelling the settlement with the Kamrup
Academy ?

SAYIDUR RAHMAN:

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
That is known to the hon. member himself.

Srijut ‘GAURI KANTA “TALUKDAR: I know the Academy was
not asked.
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied:

114. (a), (b) and (¢)—No.
115. (a)—Government have no information.
(6)—Does not arise.

Construction of bunds and canals in the Eastern Dooars area
Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV asked :

116. (a) Are Government aware that a large part of the arable land
could not be cultivated this year owing to draught in the Eastern Dooars
area ?

(b) Are Government aware that irrigational canals are absolutely
necessary in that part of the district for cultivation ? .

(c) Isit a fact that many petitions have been made to the Gov-
ernment for help to construct ‘bunds’ and canals in that area ? )

(d) If the reply to question 116 (¢) above is in the aflirmative, do
Government propose to take any steps for this purpose ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

116. (2) to (d)—Provision has been made in the budget for opening
an “Embankment and Drainage Division”. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, the reply is:  “Provision
has been made in the budget for opening an ‘Embankment and Drainage
Division’.”” We want to know whether it is for this particular area ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: The ques-
tion is: ‘Are Government aware that irrigation canals are absolutely
necessary in that part of the district for cultivation’ ? The reply is ; ‘Pro-
vision has been made in the budget, etc.” That is the solution of the
problem. Answer though abbreviated conveys the sense.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I want to know whether
provision has been made for this particular area or not.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: That
covers that area.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Does it necessarily follow that
there will be some work in this area also ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : Every part
of the province will be investigated. .
g ?33(‘)1? DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: By this

s.15, :

. The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Thatisa
beginning, Sir.

Proprietors of the Munshibari Estate under the Kamalganj Thana
in the Sylhet District

Babu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked :

117. (a) Isit a fact that the ten annas proprietors of the Munshibari
Estate under the Kamalganj Thana in the district of Sylhet have

applied to the Government for taking over their Estate by the Court of
Wards ?
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(b) Is it a fact that the mother of the minor proprietor of the
six annas share of the same Estate has raised an objection against the
proposal ?

(¢) Has Government made any enquiry
liabilities of the ten annas proprietors of the Estate ?

(d) 1If so, will Government be pleased to lay on the table a
statement showing the asscts and liabilides of the said Estate ?

(e) Do Government propose to tak: over the Estate under the
Court of Wards ?

about the assets and

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :
117. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes
(d)—Government are not prepared to disclose such information
without the consent of the proprietors.
(¢)—The question is under consideration.

Postponement of the proposed Joint Session of the Assam Legisla-
ture, fixed for December 1939

Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked:

118. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The reasons for which the joint session of the
tive Council and the Assam Legislative Assen
for the consideration of the Sylhet Town
and fixed for December 1939, has been postpor
the present Government ?

(b) Whether they propose to convene the said joint session in
near future ?

Assam Legisla-
1bly summoned
Tenancy Bill
1ed sine die by

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

118. (a)—The joint session fixed for December 1939 was not adjourn-
ed sine die but was postponed merely on the ground that the present
Ministry had only just assumed office and had no time to deal with legisla-
tive matters. )

() —The question is under consideration.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI :
to (b) may I know when the consideration stage will pass ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
As soon as the Session is over, Sir. 3

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know for what

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RA
Joint Session was to be held to consider that Bill as there wer
ments from the Upper House.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHUR] -
an approximate date ? g

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi
is not possible for me to give a date.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is it a fa :
Tenancy Bill has been time barred ? ot that _ the Sylhet Town

b The Hom’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: No
ir, 2

With regard

purpose ?
HMAN: The
€ Ssome amend-

May we have

SAYIDUR RAHMAN s It
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ry I > -n » cl‘lla-.,ul‘ll'

.~ . ‘._".«tcs'ol'
- i ~ansfer certifica
7 f the fact that tr rtificates Of
Are Government aware o ass  certificat
119{ (a)schools are issued in vernacular but t'hcr ]]))rim:li‘\' nd Middle
Prima :gir]s’ Schools and Needle Work ])}ploxnas O(' Middle Vernacular
'{)/'nma?x’xlar Girls’ Schools and the Pass c::ru_hcatﬂr:s ](')'} ‘which they fail to
S:Yl;gcz)lls for boys and girls are issued to them in English '

e L e T -ll_

ey steDS ssue these cer

iy l(lbI;( ?f so, do Government propose to take 'stgp?”l_(é 1310 vernicalar
ficates and diplomas in local vernacular in future just lik
school transfer certificates ?

I replied:
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI rej

[en . fol-
. . - as qualifications
119. (a)—Yes. But certificates are ordinarily mICle.l: ~dsn(t"{ o g
higher studies or employment and the persons in charge .
Lo to know English. . . inting the certi-
A —No, i%l view of the expenditure involved in printing

. -:d will not
. liture involved v

ficates in so many vernaculars. Moreover, the expenditure

be commensurate with the results.

. ing Staff
Inspection remarks of the Educational Inspecting
Mr P.PARIDA asked :

sistant  to  the
120. (a) Are Government aware of the fact thatdthc ti/(‘)x‘islsttz}lle Srasal
Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan E. uc-tors (’)1‘5c11001$, the
Deputy Inspector of Schools for the same, the two In}ll)l(i(;cc'rc“s ol Schools
two Assistant Inspectors of Schools and the Assnstcll}t 3 lr!qé]1ools, in English
in Assam write their Inspection remarks, on verna.f:uli cohools ? )
which are not intelligible to vernacular teachers in Suc these officers to write
(8) If so, do Government propose to direct - in Bengali, in the
their inspection remarks, on vernacular schools, in future i
Surma Valley, i

T - in respec
» In Assamese, in the Assam Valley and in English oz
tive Hill languages in the Hills ?

I replied :
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR GCHAUDHURI rcp
120. (@)—Ves.

(b)—Governm

; S I necessary
ent do not consider any such direction
because copies of inspectj

. ient-
on notes written in vernacular cannot %gfg)‘ﬁ;’ the
ransmission to the authorities cqnccrned. srnacular of the
Inspection notes recorded in English are translated into the vern
locality by the Sul, I

) benefit
e A Degmity Inspector of Schools for the
of the Pandits concerned,

Re charges of ille

) hat’
gal exactions against the KanangOfthI;I;‘;i’;;ig
and the names ang designation of the Officers of t

Raj Ward’s Estate
Srijut JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH asked :

121. (a) Are Government aware
village of the Krishnai dihi,

submitted petitions to the Co

that the people of the Bognol}:gii:
pargana Habraghat, Bijni Raj EStami’S s
mmissioner of Divisions, Deputy Com

R S—
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and the Manager of Bijni Ward’s Estate, bringing forward certain charges
of illegal exactions against the Kanango of Habraghat ?

(b) Isita fact that the Sub-Manager of the Habraghat pargana
was asked to enquire into the said charges ?

(¢) Tsita fact that the people were dissatisfied with the manner
and procedure adopted in conducting the enquiry by the Sub-Manager and
the Manager was made aware of this and approached by the tenants’® re-
presentatives to hold the enquiry by him personally ?

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the nature of the said
allegations and the report of the Sub-Manager who enquired into them ?

122. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Court of Wards be pleased
to state—

(a) The names and designation of the officers of the B

Ward’s Estate, whose
overdue ?

(b) The reason for retaining them still in service ?

(¢) Whether any enquiry was ordered to be held by the Hon’ble

Minister regarding the conduct of the Assistant Superinten-

dent Babu Durga Kumar Mukherjee of the Bijni Raj Ward’s
Estate ?

(d) 1f so, why the enquiry was not held ?

(¢) Do Government propose to ask the above-mentioned officers to
retire at an early date ?

. e Bijni Raj
retirement from  service is long

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadar Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

121. (a@)—Yes, except that no petition was received by the Commis-
sioner of Divisions.

(8)—Yes.
(c)—Yes. .
(d)—The allegations are in regard to illegal exaction and ill-treat-
ment by the Kanango of Krishnai. The enquiry held by the Sub-Manager
did not support the allegations. )
A copy of the Sub-Manager’s report is placed on the library table.
122. (a)—The following officers have been retained in the service of the
Estate after attaining the age of 55 years:—
Babu Durga Kumar Mukherjee, Additional Superintendent
Babu Harendra Nath Chatterjee, Treasurer. )
Srijut Manomohan Das, Headmaster, J.N. M. Girls’ Middle
English School.
Babu Hari Mohan Bhattacharjee, Record Keeper.
Srijut Ganganath Chakrabarty, Jama Mohorir.
Srijut Sashi Bhusan Majumdar, Clerk,
Srijut Pranhari Chakrabarty, Pujak.
Srijut Balit Chandra Das, Treasury Mohorir.
. Srijut Atul Chandra Ghatak, Naib.
(b)—Their services are require

cCouons  whH

‘d further in the interests of the

(¢) & (d)—Yes. Asthe hon. member js alread
enquiry wazohelzl} by the Deputy Commissioner, Goalp;ra}: O?IW?II;Z, 35}21‘:
{;?gil:y 1940. overnment are awaiting the Deputy Commissioner’s

Estate.

(e)—Government will review the position.
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Rates of rent for different classes of land in Mechpara
and Bijni Wards’ Estates

Srijut JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH asked :

123. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Court of Wards be pleased
to state— - .chps
(a) The rates of rent for different classes of land In the M'{shpcjlsr%
Estate at the time it was taken under the Court ol :}rrcn-t
(b) Whether there has been any enhancement in the ratesﬁ‘ol b
since the Court of Wards took charge of the above Listate !
¢i If so, when ? . I
((d) How the enhanced rates compare with the old rates for
different classes of lands in the said Estate ? | lessed
124. Will the Hon’ble Ministcr-in-chargc of Court of Wards be ple:
to state— '’ Estates
(@) The income of the Bijni and the Mechpara Wards’ Listates
per annum from ‘San-ban-kar’® ?
(b) The rates of this ‘Kar’ in these two Estates ?
(c) Whether it is realised as ‘House permit fee’ ? —
125. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in charigc of Court of War‘ds be plus.(.(‘
to state how much do the Bijni and the Mechpara Wards’ Estates receive
from their respective “Khutgari” mohuls as rent? -
126. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-chargc of Court of Wards be please
to state— ) he
(@) Whether a fee known as ‘petition fee’ is realised from ~f:ls’
tenants by the Mechpara and Bijni Court of War
Estates ?
(b) Ifso, what are the rates charged by each of these Epstﬂtts
and what is the basis of the right to realise such rates :

127. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Court of Wards be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether there js any standard in the Bijni and the 'Mecg;
para Court of Wards’ Estates for fixing the ‘Premlumd ?
‘Nazar-Salami’ that js realised on settlement of waste lan S.f

(b) If so, what are the usual rates of such premium in each o

t}}e above-mentioned Estates and what is the basis of the
right to realise such rates ?

The r Hon

replied : ‘ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

123. (2)—The rates were as follows :—

Rs. a. p.

Bastu Lois

Udbasty B

Awal 0-12 6

i) 010 6

Chaharam 0 6 0
(b)—Yes.

(c)—In 1921,
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(d)—The enhanced rates which apply to new settlement are as
follows :—

Rs. a. p.
Bastu 3 0 0
Udbastu ... 3 0 0
A»al 1 0 0
Doyum 1 0 0
Chaharam 0 8 6

124. (a)—The average of the last three years for Mechpara is Rs.9,500 ;
while the income per annum in Bijni is Rs.7,477-12.

(b)-—In Bijut —The rate is generally Re.1-4 per family with varia-
tions in Dehis Barohazari, Birjhora, Jogihopa, Dalgoma and Krishnai where
the rates vary from Re.1-4  to Re.1-8.

In Mechpara—The rate is Re.1-8 throughout the Estate except in Dehi
Joypur where it is annas 12 only.

(¢)—TIt is a kind of rent per family or per house for free collection
of thatching grass, fuel, etc., from khas lands and forests.

125.—The income from this source is Rs. 800 on an average in Mech-
para. In Bijni, Rs. 1,090-6 was realized in 1345 B.S. and in the current
year Rs. 927-6 has so far been realised.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know from the
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge if there is any sanction of law behind Sanban-
ker, Khutgari and Salami ?

The F on’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :  This
is according to custom. : -

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: There is no law behind these
realisations ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: No,
Sir. -

The Homn’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

126. (a)— Yes. . e
(b)—The rate in Mechpara 1s Re. 1 while in Bijni it varies from
Rs. 3 to annas 13 per petition. The feeisa customary fee existing from
pre-court times.
127. (a)—Yes. ~ .
(b)—A statement of rates as sanctioned by Government is placed
on the library table.

Establishment of a Sub-Registrar’s Office at Kamalganj

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :

128. (a) Are Government aware that the people of Kamalaganj Thana,
South-Sylhet Subdivision, in the district of Sylhet suffer for want of a Sub-
Registrar’s Office at Kamalaganj ?

(0) Isita fact that there was previously a Sub-Registrar’s Office
. at that place ?

(¢) Do Government propose to establish such an office there,
immediately on commission basis ?
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The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

128. (a)—Yes.
" (b)—Yes, from 1st April 1927 to 31st July 1932.
(c)—Not at present. Government will consider the matter.

Babu PAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is it not a
fact that Government gave assurance to consider this matter in
September session of 1937 ? Is it still under censideration ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: It may be.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we know how long the
consideration stage will continue ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : If we receive sufficient represen-
tation from the public, then we shall consider.
Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is the

Hon’ble Minister aware that such a representation was already forwarded
last year ?

Thie Hon*ble Miss MAVIS DUNN :
tion.

the August-

I have seen no such representa-
Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Are Govern-
ment prepared to take action immediately,

‘The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : Ifsuch a representation is made,
we shall consider the matter.

Animal food Nutrition Scheme

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

129. (a) Are Government aware that in the absence of g}'azing reserves,
the problem of food supply for cattle is getting acute in the Surma
Valley ?

4 (b) Do Government propose to take up the animal _food nutrition
S\ghﬁmc with special reference to the conditions obtaining in the Surma
alley ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replicd :

129. (a)—Government are aware that there is shortage of cattle feed in

parts of the Surma Valley, especially where the natural acquatic grasses have
been destroyed by Water-hyacinth.

.. {b)—There is no such proposal. ,
Babu RABINDRA NATH %DII)T'YA: Are Government aware that
the problem is acut

est in that part of the province ?

.ghg Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes.

4 abu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Do Government propose to
raw up a scheme ?

The Homn’bl : A ill b
onsidditas e Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The matter wi e

Babu RABINDRA NAT : the
urgency of the question. ? H ADITYA: Do Government see

The Hon

’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes.
Re inadequacy in the Entomiological Staff in the province
Maiilavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked -

. 130. (a) Are Government aware of the inadequacy of the Entomolo-
gical staff in the province ?

]
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(6) Are Government aware that the expensive farm method of
cultivation scares away the illiterate villagers to a safe distance instead of
any appreciation from them ?

(¢) Do Government propose to select demonstration plots near
cach Bazar in the province and convince the mass about the utility of the
Departmenc ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR _ALI replied :

130. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes, in a lm'gq number of cases.
(¢)—Most of whatis wanted by the hon. member will be served
by the model villages which are being started by Government in different
centres.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : How many model villages are going
to be opened in the subdivision of Habiganj.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: For the present, two.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know the site which will be
selected—whether by the Hon’ble Minister himself or by the Depart mental
authority ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI:
in consultation with the Departmental Authority ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know whether the public
opinion is consulted in this connection ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Certainly. ‘

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know the criterion which will
be considered by the Gavernment to sclect the sites for these villages ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Is the hon. member
anxious to know the criteria. Should I state these now, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No.

Government will do it

Re North Gauhati Government Aided Kamaldeb Institution

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :

131, Will Government be pleased to state— i
(a) The number cf Muslim students at present in the roll of the
North Gauhati Government Aided Kamaldeb Institution ?
(b) The number of Muslim students who have passed the Matri-
culation Examination already from the Institution ?

132. (a) Is it a fact that as there is no Persian teacher in the said
Institution, the Muslim students are to take up Sanskrit in place of Arabic
or Persian, for their Matrieulation Exammatl.nn 13

(6) If so, does the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Education
propose to take steps to appoint a Persian teacher for the said Institution ?

133. (@) Isit a fact that there is not a single Muslim member in the
Managing Committee of the Institution to represent the cause of the
Muslims ?

(b) 1If so, do Government propose to include at least one member
from the Muslims in the Managing Committec of the said school ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied ;

131. (a)—Five.
(6)—Two.
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132. (@)—VYes. . -
(b)—The numkber of Muslim students in the upper classes ¢ ()‘L
not justify the appointmeiit of a Persian teacher. Government are how(:.\'fﬂ )
Prepared to consider the possibility of securing the services ol a I\Imlu.n.
teacher, who can also teach Persian, on the stafl of the school when  there 1s
an appreciable increase in the number of students taking up this subject.
Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Is there no other Muslim
teacher who can teach Persian.?
’ The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Not at
resent.
Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : s there any difficultv 7 )
i _The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We will
-‘onsider the whole matter if there is an apprecisble increase in the number
of students. If necessary, we shall take steps to have a Persian teacher.
diat ll\'lapulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Will he take steps 1mimes
ely ?

~ The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Whencver

1t 1s found necessary.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replicd :

Sch }33; ()—No. Maulavi Abdur Rahman, the Decputy Inspector of
0015, 1s one of the members of the Committee.
(b)—Does not arise.

Appointment of a Ward Magistrate of Sylhet

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :
in thelg'l;' (a) Will Government he pleased to state whether it is customary
of th strict of Sylhet to appoint the Senior Extra Assistant Comimissioner
e place as th(? Ward Magistrate ? ﬁ
Assistant C(b) I§ It a fact that Maulavi Syed Martuza Ali, B.SC., Extra
the time of%r{lmlssmner (Senior) was the Ward Magistrate of Sylhet during
135 \/\}-ffcrent Deputy Commissioners of Sylhet ?
-+ Will Government be pleased to state— ]
9 Whether there is any Muslim employee in the Ward stafl
) under the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet ?
€ number of employees in the different Werd Estates under
th'e Collector of Sylhet, giving their scaies of pay and rank,
(¢) Tw:h number of Muslim tenants under each Estate ?
Estnumber of Muslim employees in each of the said Ward
.. 136, Win ates and their scales of pay and rank ?
missione Ul Government be pl A y k D e Chuas
T, Sylhet, has t be pleased to state whether the Deputy ;
state under hin; ? sanctioned remission of rents for any other Ward

The Ho“’bl
e -
Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
134, (q)— 3

Commissioxgg hiI:I;nO I]\;{agmf ate is called
with thie aSSistanc;g[ Earrles on the works of various branches in his office
him and for the sake Ofxtra Assistant Commissioners and other officers under
It is not customary to CI?S‘?J:?HICMSC’ the works are distributed amongst them.
to scrutinise and check the pa ¢ Senior Extra Assistant Commissioner only

pers of the Ward: t
pp to the Deputy Commissioner for orders, ards branch before they are pu

“Ward Magistrate””. The Deputy
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(b)—Previously when Maulavi Syed Martuza Ali, Extra Assistant
Commissioner, was in Sylhet he used to assist Deputy Commissioners in the
works of the Wards branch although he was not the Senior Extra Assistant
Commissioner from 1931-35.

*Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: Isit not. a fact
that Maulavi Syed Martuza Ali is the Seniormost Magistrate who worked
from 1931 to 1925 in this connection and yet he was not given charge ?

#*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : It is
not known to Government.
*Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Will Government

make an enquiry into the matter ?

*The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I
require notice for that question, Sir.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

135. (a)—The present Ward staff in this office consists of two clerks of
whom one is a Muslim. But as a matter of fact posting of clerks in
a particular branch is not made on the basis of communal representation ;
the whole amalgamated District Establishment being taken as one unit for
the purpose, work is given to the individual clerk according to his merit
and capacity.

(b) & (¢)—A statement is placed on the library table.

136.—A sum of Rs.20,047-4-3 (Rs.15,132-11-3 as time-barred and
Rs.4,915 on account of reduction of the enhanced rate of rent) in Dastidar,
Rs.376-10-8 pies in Nripa and Rs.1,713-14-6 in Sardar Bahadur Wards’
Estates were remitted in recent years as time-barred and irrecoverable
rents.

Complaint regarding non-receipt of replies to certain questions

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should like
to bring to your kind notice that I put some questions regarding the Govern-
ment Press of Shillong on the 29th February, wu;h a forwarding letter
requesting answers to those questions before the 9th instant, but I have not
as yet got replies to them. As the cut motions on .Press are going to be
discussed to-morrow, I shall be o!)hged if you can kindly arrange to have the
questions answered in the meantime.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: With regard to those questions the
request of the hon. member was conveyed to Government when the
admitted copies of the questions were sent. But I may point out to the
hon. member that he gave notice of those questions on the 29th Februar
last, and so under the rules he is not entitled to get the answers before 15th
March, as 15 days’ notice is necessary. I admitted those questions on the

* Speech not corrected by the hon. member,
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ground that there would be time during the Session for answering the ques-
tions. All the same, I conveyed the request of the hon. member to Govern-
ment, and if Government come forward with the replies earlicr, there will
be no bar for doing so.
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I may 3

inform the hon. member that I have received the file only to day. If, how-
ever, the hon. member wants any information from me unofficially, I shall be
glad to supply him with that, so as to help him in dealing with his cut

motions.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: 1 also gave notice of anether set ¥
of questions before this Session commenced, but replies have not come as
yet.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Of course we have done our duty in
sending the admitted copies to Government, and Government will come
forward with replies when the replies are ready.

Announcement of the result of election to the Public Accounts
Coemmittee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. I now announce the

result of the election of members to the Public Accounts Committee, which

was held the other day. The following members are declared elected i—
(1) Mr. A. Whittaker, i
(2) Maulavi Abdur Rahman, |
(3) Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee, |
(4) Srijut Siddhinath Sarma,
(5) Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas, 3
(6) Srijut Ghanashyam Das, and
(7) Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.

Re : putting of questions based on newspaper reports J

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, with regard to putting of ques-
tions, I think, I should draw the pointed attention of the hon, members to
the principles to be followed in putting questions on the basis of newspaper
reports. If any questions are to be tabled with reference to newspaper
reports, the first principle is that the hon. member putting the questions
should take the responsibility for what appear in the paper, and secondly he
will bave to bring out in the body of the questions themselves the points on
which he requires answers. :

As I was telling the hon, member who put certain questions involving
the Chair with regard to certain matter, that anything and everything may
appear in the Press, but it would be most unsafe to accept those statements
in the Press as corregt, ; especially it should be so when the Chair is involved
:;ealgy Staten:fnt' So fa_r as informations which are pubiished in the papers,
B Cag;:firenfs » the Chair is always the most helplessly miserable man,
The Chais canOttmla position to contradict auything appearing in the Press,
what he has mtlo also go to any forum for the purpose of making public
WAl vt rego tolsay in order to vindicate himself. The hon. _memb'ers

L the Chaix}’in ;ncm ber that when any matter appears in the ) Press involving

%5 Correct bt ny way, they should be very careful in accepting the statement

ct belore they make any personal reference to the Chair in some

other way than puttin i i
) g questions to him t d as-
certain facts from him. q on the floor of the House and as

e A .
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NEWSPAPER REPORTS ;

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: On
a point of information, Sir. May we know what is the position and privi-
lege of the hon. members of this House with regard to questicns ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: With regard to questions, the hon.
members have got the privilege to get information from Government, and
not from anybody else.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: As
regards the treatment from the Chair, may we not sxpect courteous
treatment ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Of course, the hon. members are ex-
pected to get courteous treatment from the Spcaker_ in the ‘Chair, but when
any particular conduct of any hon. me 1nb¢r tries his temper, he may
commit a lapse as he is a human being after all.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am very glad that you ‘have yourself raised this point
because it was my intention to get a ruling from you in regard to this
matter. We are rather in a difficulty as regards making reference to what
appeared in newspapers, in the course of interpellation or debate. The other
day when we protested that a certain hon. member was reading from a pavner

CORRECTION SLIP TO THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
DEBATES, VOLUME I, No. 7, DATED THE 5ta AND 8ra
MARCH, 1940

Correction Slip No. 3 of 1940

At page 593 for the speech of Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali substitute
the following and delete the foot note :—

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Myself being the originator
of this discussion, Sir, I believe I owe you a worq of apology for treating
you in the way I did. But I fail to see how I merited that tr_e.atmcn.t from
you. The position you hold gives you ample power to'deal wnl} us in any
manner you like. We have to submit to any ruling which you give.

Sir, in whatever manner we put our questions, or in wbatever way we
conduet GE discussions, you, from that ex-alted position Sir, have got to
give your rulings quite unruffled. We derive our dignity from the Chair.
So every ruling should be consistent with the dignity of the high position
you hold.

: : : threats or insults. But as it

I for myself, am too thick-skinned for any i
concerns ch priirilegc and prestige Of. t.h s hon?llrable Honsey Ligmoblices
to make reference to it. I am sorry if it has given you any offence, but we
have a right to be treated in a manner befitting our position as members of
this honourable House. ([ear, hear) .

-A. K. BARUA,
Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

A.G. P, (L. A.) No. 64—176+50—24-9-1940,
mmre —mmom e -asv paIVUCECS Al PIESUZE QL TNE  I10USE. 1 am simply
réferring toithis point:that'we here can be ‘treated in a .manner ‘which the
Chair likes-and with which'nobody can 'interferejbut if I -have :offended:the
Chair in any way I apologize, and I think that wé\ should be treated in a
manner-befitting-our position as members of this hon. House.

*Speech not corrected by. the hon,.member.

Co rg
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Re: PUTTING OF QUES IONSII?,“\SI,D C
ot . NEWSPAPER REPORTS

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have already glven “’W “:&lyl ,ltgunt,l:é
question which has been raised by the hon. Maulavi Dc.w‘l},l L' ?]i 'vhi‘ch
Ahbab Chaudhury and I have also stated .that l.hC_ matter ‘ ."} “‘? "1“, ' o ¥ creal
irritated me. Of cowse the Speaker in the Chair is not ('(f tj_un ) D S
hon. members in any way he likes, but there may h(_: (‘-)?L.‘lh]l?ni:hUx'OPl'i('lY
may lose his temper. I hope the hon. member will @ah:,c.t e PR
of what he did. He asked a question which concerned the .u,ltl > L o
Excellency the Governor and the Speaker in a matter relating H’ | ILS )éwkcr.
Government. He asked whether His Exczllency had C()ns‘u‘ltc “ Llll:: ‘II (:ould
It was really a question which took me by sgl'[)rlscﬁ_l“d ’11‘,“?”“1  hiouldl Lok
not control my temper, and, therefore, if I did :‘m_ybthmf,rl w 1;?_1 led the hon.
have done, it was in the heat of the moment. If I rea lyA(,_) (‘“I(ut 1 sisiid
members I am sorry (applause from all sides of the 1’[()1[%),‘.“:)“: of A gt
repeat again that the duty of an hon. member is to put gquesia ‘whidh His
informations from the Government, and not to ask quesuons in d Ao
Excellency the Governor is placed in a very awkward position, and
the Chair. It is for that reason that | suddenly lost my temper.

a point of
*Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Q“ d.ll,)]om:uc(il
information, Sir. For future guidance, is it not neccessary when any

nay ‘ake action
news is published relating to the Chair that the Chair should take actio
against that paper ?

The Hon’bl the SPEAKER: The hon, member is entirely r;uisrfaf(f:j
If any paper writes something which happened in the Assc.r}’lblyl’l (;)c within
nection with anything connected with the Asse mbly the Chair wi o st the
its rights to take action, but if any paper writes anything ag

: ac! . im as only an
occupier of the Chair in any other connection concerning him
individual, he is quite helpless.

ot
- *Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: We are n
speaking of the Chair when he acts in his capacity as Speaker.

2 5 (X t_
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The Chair should always -?\qoridthgir(r:w
ting himself involved into discussions and that is the reason wh>1’ 11 ‘s yas he
appears in the paper against the occupier of the Chair he is helples :

: : %2 4 : e indivi-
18 to avoid all controversies which are permissible to one as a mer
dual. :

*Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Sometimes hon. mem=
bers themselves are

, Tt in this
. responsible for putting undignified questions 1n
House, and in such ¢

: ases, if the Chair loses its temper, I hope, the il
will not find fault with him.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: We are
glad, Sir, to know that henceforth we shall be treated as hon. members.

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member will also do well to
listen to what the hon. Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali has just now said.

*Speech not corrected by the hon. member.
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GraNT No. 12
(27.—Administration of justice—conid.)

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  We were discussing Cut Motion No. 6%
standing in the name of Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. As I rise
to speak on this motion, I.quitc feel that here in India the thief-catcher is.a
Judge : and Judiciary being a handmaid of the Executive, a cry has long
been raised to scparate these two functions of Government. Under the
existing system of administration the prosecutor and the Judge are combined
in the same authority, and we are painfully aware how much this combina-
tion of authority is proving a source of irritation to the people of India.

Sir, I think it is not the glory of British gun powder or the glamour of
British bayonets, but it is the beautiful edifice of justice that has raised the
prestige of British hold in India. But this edifice of justice is being allowed
to be overgrown with bias, racial prejudice and partiality. Sir, we are all
agreed that this should be effectively and immediately remedied.

Sir, the Premier political organization like the Congress in India has
long urged of its so doing. The Congress Governments of Bihar, the United
Provinces of Agra and Oudh, and Bombay ecach took up this question in an
official resolution and each appointed a committee for examining this ques-
tion, but for reasons best known to them they have rejected the recommen-
dations of the Committee. Sir, the question was moved in the Congress
Province of Madras by a member of the Government party, but the then
Premier Hon’ble Mr. Rajagopalachariar opposed this with reasons of his
own, and it was rejected there also.

Sir, I and my party would have congratulated Srijut Bishnu Ram
Medhi, the mover of this motion, if he had not suggested half measures.
We are not for half, Sir. If we are to have it at all, we must have it in full.
We look up to our Leader Hon’ble Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla, and
shall expect Assam to take a lead in the matter, and expect him to do what
other provinces have failed to do. For once we admit it on principle, it is for
him to formulate a scheme with the help of a committee, and the question of
finance should not be a block, as regard being had to the necessity, the ques-
tion of finance is of secondary importance (cheers).

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad that Grant No.1l2 which 1is a grant for the
Ad ministration of Justice, has been able to break the vow of silence gf my
hon. friend Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi. We were colleagues in the
Gauhati Bar, anc¢' I know full well the mettle of which he is composed
and it is a wonder why he remained muzzled during the course of the last
18 months that he has been a member of this House. It wason this‘account,
Sir, that I waived even the point of order that I raised that this cut motion
could not come under the head Ad ministration of Justice. Sir, I congratulate
him on his maiden speech which has been delivered with the usual force
that characterises his speeches outside. But I could not commend the spirit
of it, namely, his trying to criticise the Government, I mean the present

*That the total provision of Rs. 7,17,400 under Grant No. 12, Majcr lead—27.—
Administration of Justice, at page 84 of tte PBudget, Fe redvced Ly Re. 100, i. e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 7,17,4€0 co stand'rcduced Ly:Rs. 100,

(To criticise Government for not separating Judiciary from the Executive.)
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Government, for not performing a miracle of separating the Judiciary from
the Executive within a space of two months since our assumption of office.
If he was so wedded to the primtip]c that each ('i\"i“st‘(l (:()l.lll[ry must have

interference from the

a separate Judiciary untrammeled by any fear of
k o have urged on the

exgcutive heads, then he would have done well t ¢
Ministers of his own party to bring about this scparati(ﬂ'l while they were
for fourteen months in office.

ich it has been offered.

Anyway, I accept his criticism in the spirit in wh
But I am rather puzzled what line to take. [ have already stated that that
is the desideratum which every civilised Government should wish to work,
namely, to have a separate Judiciary and a separatc Executive. But other
Goyerpmcnts under efficient Ministers and Ministrics which had absolute
majonty, I mean the Congrcss I\/Iinislrics A0 the (]iﬂ'crcnt ]),‘ovmccs, did
tackle this question but ultimately put it aside. We were told by my hon.
fr_lend Mr. Whittaker, who gave us first-hand infor mation of the province of
Bihar, that a committee was appointed to attempt the reform not merely in
Bihar but also in the adjoining provinces of the United Provinces and also in
Bombay but then the ultimate result was the inability of those richer pro-
vinces to work in the direction of this Srcp‘aration Sir, I reme mber distinctly
that 'the doyen of Congress Prime Ministers, I rei‘cr to Mr. G. Rajagopala-
chapgr, speaking in the Madras Assembly. saidl that this separation of the
Judicial from the Executive was not a J;’w happy idea. If I remember
aright, I read it in newspapers only and I am quoting from memory—he
said that the question started with "the assumption that the District Magis-
trate or the executive head of the district cannot be trusted and therefore it
was starting with an assumption which did violence in thought.

3 Sir, 1fI.have been a student of politics, T know that the Congress organi-
sation from its earliest times has been agit.ziting for the achievement of this
desirable end. But I was surprised that in the interim the Congress Govern-
ments themselves while in office had not attempted, and where they did
attempt they did not translate the idea into action. ,

i é‘:ssz;n 1s a Pcilor province as has been told and of all the old major pro-
draw u Sang il efpoorest. But, inspite of the limitations, I was able to
gl SIEERERE 08 the separation of the two functions Judicial and
ecutéve. I hope those hon. members who sat with me in the Retrench-
1%1: r}‘;_no.mmq:lt.ee., will bear me out that I actually laid before them a scheme
the Rletgég% ht is idea into fI‘U.lU.Ol'l. Now that I am going to lgok into all
Houies ik rger;t T?ICOmmendanons after my preoccupations with the two
will att:empt rt)o’se will be able to place before the House a scheme which
placed rather und;;arate the two functions of our officers. We have been
Sth ek e ide g?ﬁ‘f ‘Ii{‘fﬁculty in this connection which I pointed out
cortaimrsabdiisanal hcag etrenchment Committee. That is, we have got
Chinhmale e et smiot b f_%u_arters where both works on the civil side and the
working days. For instanczle:t(;o keep an officer “engaged throughout the
places, I may refer to North nLaVl\(/lllt_hout meaning any disrespect to ‘those
Assam Valley. Work in these pla impur, Mangaldai and Golaghat in the
or the civil side to e HEage an ofII?i ces 1is not sufﬁcu?nt either on the criminal
make-shift arrangements for ¢ S fully. \_Ne will have to make some
to think about these factors ancle;talln-places in both the Valleys. However,
time but I hope to evolve a sche O bring out a proper scheme will take some
stated in my speech while introdén €, say, within six months. I have already
a Judicial Service of our own HClng the Budget that I am trying to evolve
this motion, know that our Depu Oncmcmpe{rs: specially the hon. mover of
every kind of power under the pa(tiy o e SN Re ol invested with
ministration. He is the Revenue head,
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he fu.nctlous as .the District Magistrate, hearing appeals from the lower class
I\Iuglstr_utc, he is also supposed to be the head of the Police in the district
and‘he.ls also the ex-officio Sub- udge, not to speak of the fact that he is
a District Collector, that is to say, the head of the Revenue Department.
We will have to evolve a judicial system of our own before we can divest
these Deputy Commissioners of at least their civil functions. So the question
is rather complicated and it will take time. My attention to this was
drawn long ago and I was looking into it in the me of my first Ministry. I
placed my ideas before the Retrench ment Committee, 1938. Now as soon.

as we take up consideration of the Retrenchment Committee proposals, I

hope, I shall be able to co mplete my scheme which I shall place before the
House.

I hope, that in view of this state of affairs, my hon. friend Srijut Medhi

will, instead of criticising us, give us his co-operation and help us with his
ideas to make our attempt a success.

Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: My, Speaker, Sir, we on this side of
the House are glad to hear the Leader of the House saying that he has
accepted the principle underlying this cut motion, and that he has promised
to lay down a scheme within six months, as far as possible, for the purpose of
separating the judicial and executive functions of Magistrates as well as those
officers who are exercising civil jurisdiction in the Assam Valley.

In view of his statement, 1 do not like to press my motion and 1 beg
leave of the House to withdraw it.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Srijut RAJENDRANATH BARUA: I beg to move that the total
provision of Rs.7,17,400 under Grant No.12, Major head—27.—Administra-
tion of Justice, at page 84 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.7,17,400 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

Sir, the purpose of this motion is to criticise Government for the
delay in bringing the Partially Excluded areas under the ordinary adminis-
tration of justice.

Sir, since the beginning of the life of the present Legislatures under the
Reformed Constitution, there has been agitation both inside and outside the
Hon’ble Houses to bring the Partially Excluded Areas into the orbit of
the normally administered areas. The then .Ghiqf Minister, Sir Muhammad
Saadulla, in the years 1937 and 1938 promised in most unequivocal terms
that steps were being taken to bring in these areas under the jurisdiction of
the Hon’ble High Court. Sir, his promises and assurances so far have not
seen the light of the day.

Sir,. the question of Partially Excluded Areas is an all-India question.
It has caught the imagination of the be§t minds of I}ldlgl. _The Congress at
Haripura passed resolutions condt_amr}mg Ehe indiscriminate policy of the
British Government in dividing 111(11& into h.xcluded and Partially Excluded
Areas and they have rightly said that .th'lS 1s another aspect of the British
policy in India to divide and rule. This is one of the standing blots of the
British administration in India and sooner it is done away with, the better
it is for all.

The Congress-Coalition Government took a definite step further and
they convened a Government conference to which I had the honour to be
invited. Most pertinent resolutions were adopted and the conference was
almost unanimous in adopting resolutions to bring in these -areas into the
orbit of the normally administered areas excepting the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills. 'The major recommendation of the conlerence was. about the aboli-
tion of the Chin Hills Regulation of 1896, '
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Sir, what is this Chin Hills Regulation ? The purpo;;':.o_l' tlh’ls FI?clgltxllsci
tion is that a person who is not an inhabitant of , t‘hg I futml' y Exclu =
Areas may be deported with 24 hours’ notice. I'his l\cgu‘ldtlg.n 13'1‘1]11 &

, arbitrary. I do not know what human ingenuity has dlSCOV.C‘l ed 1l|. ‘ itwor
isno appeal. The man has no option to be heard. He1s .L'o o J(,))’ =
else he is fined heavily or sentenced to varying terms of imprisonment.
uld call this a lawless law. sols In .~
LY Let us now see to the other picture of the criminal and civil ‘]us_tlcc.xz
these areas. Suffice it to say, Sir, that the whole administration of _|'glsltlc :
is an Executive show down from the Mauzadar or a Laskar or a vi ‘?é;c
headman to the highest, that is, the Governor in his p.crsonal capacl ﬁfc
There is no Judge or Jury trial, not to speak of the superintendence by tf
Hon’ble High Court. A Deputy Commissioner can pass a sentence for
three years to which there can be no appeal. He can even commit a person
to the gallows. These regulations have not the sanction of the Legislatures.
The same rule holds good with regard to the civil justice. N

Sir, this is in short the picture of the administration of justice in the
Partially Excluded Areas, viz., the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, the Garo 'I:hlls,
and the Mikir Hills tracts of the Sibsagar and Nowgong Districts. These
regulations which I'have narrated briefly should be done away with and the

Partially Excluded areas should be brought under the orbit of the normally
administered areas.

. Now, what about our robust friend Mr. Jobang D. Marak ? .I A s
Sir, he will not tolerate a day even to remain under such arbitrary an
nexorable Regulation and so also it will not be tolerated by my hon. iuclll e
Mr. Terang who also supported these resolutions in the Conference that 11€
Mikir Hills should be brought under the normally administered areas. d
course our Lady Minister, Miss Mavis Dunn, objected to the Khast db’l
Jaintia Hills being brought under the normally administered areas. But, tlh,
we should excuse her being a lady and as is always the characteristic W!
the feminine world. In the words of Milton, there is always that eterna
“swget reluctant amorous delay » and in this case, in realising the bun}gig
passion of her Khasi people to come under the jurisdiction of the Honble
High Court. . f

Sir, I shall be failing in my duty if I do not ventilate the grievances od
the people of two plains Mauzas of my subdivision, viz., the Barpathar anc
Sarupathar Mauzas. The circumstances are peculiar there. Thfesc

. auzas were governed under the ordinary laws till 1935 when the B
discriminating eyes of a Deputy Commissioner discovered and I believe
most wrongly, that these Mauzas fall under the Mikir Hilis tracts. Sjnee
then, these Mauzas have been governed under these specific RegE‘]atlons'
These. Mauzas contain about 24,000 pcoplc out of which the Mikirs only
count about 1 per cent. For all purposes, there is no difference between
these Mauzas and other Mauzas of the Golaghat or any other subdivisions
and st_.rll they are under these arbitrary Regulations.

Sir, under these circumstances 1 think this is high time that our present
Cabinet should see that these Regulations are forthwith withdrawn and

these areas are brought under the normally administered areas. With these
words I commend my

motion for the acceptance of the House.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moyed : :
That the total provision of Rs.7,17,400 under Grant No 12, Major
head—27.—Administration of Justice, at page 84 of the Budget, be reduced

by Rs.100, i., the amount “of the whole rant of Rs.7,17,400 do stand
reduced by Rs,100.” g of Rs.7,17,
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Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : The hon. member made a reference to
me whether I shall support this motion or not. Of course, I was one of the
members in the Con‘erence where the question of bringing the Partially
Excluded Areas under the ordinary law and order was considered. We had
a full discussion on this matter with the advisers—five Civilians of the
province—who are experts in the judiciary matters and we had already
come to a decision and we the members of that Conference submitted certain
recommendations to the Government. Now the matter rests with the
Government and I understand this Government have done nothing with that
question which will have to be referred to the India Government.

As far as this question is concerned, the Garos, both in their Address and
in their Memorial to His Excellency the Governor in last January, expressed
the desire that they should no longer be administered by the primi-
tive laws and our district should be brought under the normal law and
order, i.e., under the High Court jurisdiction. But as I said, the matter will
have to be referred to the Government of India and as the Conference has
decided something in two sittings which took place last year and when the
matter is already in the hands of the Government, I do not see'any reason
why this cut motion should come before the House now.

So, I consider that this cut motion is mno: reasonable and
not proper when this matter is already in the Governor’s hand
and under his consideration. I hope, the Governor will make recommen-
dation to the Government of India and the Government of India will also,
we hope, consider about this question. We are waiting for that and .as such
I am sorry, I cannot support this cut motion. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We have got only ten minutes more
and the Hon’ble Minister will have to reply.

Rev. L. GATPHOH : I will just say a few words, Sir. If the mover of
this cut motion were alawyer and a practising lawyer he would think
hundred times before he would table such a cut motion. A lawyer from the
plains when he comes to Shillong and practises hgre, rca]_ise§ the difficulties
of bringing the Partially Excluded areas, the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, under
the jurisdiction of the Calcutta High Court in matter of Civil cases. At one
time we were agreed to come.under the Jl}l‘lSdl(_ﬁthﬂ .of the Calcutta High
Court and we still hold to it, if the seat of it be in Shillong and that also in
criminal cases only. The hon. {nen}bcrs cannot unders‘tand what difficulties
the ignorant people of these H.lllS _w111 havp to undergo if they have got to go
all the way to Calcutta to get justice. It is all very well for the people of the
plains districts who have got friends and relativ:s in Calcutta ; while for the
people from Khasi and Jaln'tla Hills to be brought und.c:r the jurisdiction of
the Calcutta High Court, will only mean much hardship to the people. But
I am obliged to the mover of the motion for giving me the opportunity to
suggest that he should first move the Governrpent to appoint a Commission ‘to
modify the customary laws and the laws of inheritance of the people in the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills which are very complicated before bringing in such
a-cut motion to bring the Partially Excluded areas under the jurisdiction of
the Calcutta High Court.

The Hon’ble Maulavi. Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Mr. Speaker, Sir. As my hon. friend Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua has criti-
cised me that I made too many statements on the floor of the House which
I failed to implement, so I have undertaken to reply on behalf of the
Government on this cut motion. It was on the floor of the Upper House,
while a resolution for withdrawing the operation of the Chin Hills Regulation

'S
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specially regardiag the externment of undesirable persons within 24 hours
was moved, I made a statement that I will withdraw the operation of this
section from the Partially Excluded Arcas. While I was making recommen-
dation to the Government of India, various complications arosc and the
Government Qf Ipdia ordered that the implications of the proposals and the
question of bringing these areas into line with other parts of the country
should be ta}<en into consideration and this investigation delayed the with-
firawal of this p'ftrticular section of the Chin Hills Régu]ution. Sfr, if I failed to
implement, I failed because I wanted to have the settlement of a bigger issue
rather than merely touching a fringe of the main problem, i.e., bringing thesc
parts under the normal administration of the province. Since then, I
resigned and my hon. friends of the Congress-Coalition Ministry took this
maftter into th_cgr hands. As usual, they took up this matter from the point
of view of decxslqn_by a Committee. They convened a Committee represen=
tative Of: the different Hill areas concerned and had some dcliberations
about this prf)blcm. I have had only very short time to go through the
recommend_au()n of that Committee. I find, Sir, in that meeting the
%:presentgtu}zles of the Khasi Hills were my Hor;’blc ’Collcaguc Miss Mavis
th‘é;r;tigdilty eoIl;(':;c({CII of ’t.he Independent Group Rev. Nichols-Roy and
THslie nvthe KhJasi ¢ ~j-g"-1f}5t_thc move of bringing the administration of
hiese sth i s and  Jaintia Hills into line with the plains districts. I
of th’e: Kl,lasi a:I;d J'Sl?nt'lmcnl_: and same ideas by another able representative
Saticed 1St i d( intla  Hills—1 mean Rev. L. Gatphch. 1 have also
Mr. Ma’lrak’sup ort‘f::int% ‘t.lg: dlSCUSS}on_ in that Committee my hon. f}‘lcfld
fins oF ilic CaICIL)ltt’i o IL aca -of l)rmgmg the Garo Hills under the _]Ul’lSdlC(i
I should give him (;redi% :h ourt. He has taken the same sta'nd to-day an
put this question befor at ever since . Lgook .Omce in April, .1937 pe h}?s
realises that this is a ¢ me by means of various representations, At e
Covem et o thatmattcl which does not solely lie with the Pro\jlllcla-1
We are, more  or less \?’C have got to.consult the rgoxrcx‘nrncz.llt of Ind}'d Zglld
Partially Fxcluded .. bound by their orders. The question ol bringing
Wasaiad o Connecf'as und_er the ox:dmary normal _admlmstratlon of Justice
general discussion of tllon Bwuh A 'debate in this Housp probably at a
areas would be brog h]te udget and in reply to that I said that all these
cstablished in our rcg)v' under the jurisdiction of a High Court if one can .be
a High Court 1 Asgammlcel. As I had hoped that I would be able to establish
but as hon. members o, thought that that question would be casy of solution,
rities have o ¥ thrq aware, for some reason or other, the higher autho-
preferred to them b I(;lr way to accept the recommendation that was
Legislature. The Je t_eans 98 _an_Address from both the Houscs of
the present, T nee% ns zon of High Court has receded from our horizon for
tion of justice that hasob g0 into the merits of different rules of administra-
excluded areas.  We ha e(fr:i_m force in different parts of patrially and wholly
and Jaintia Hills and aley o oS¢t Of rules for the Garo 'Hills, Khasi
more right of L fa((:)tr the Mikir I—_Il‘lls. Sir, in a sense, these rules give
Sir, that although there is ng to all the litigants from these hill areas. 1 find,
mater of cowse, e Gicq Spdbne, 0% 5, b rules, thess”appeals, 2z 3
missioner, from the Deput o order o t}le Magistrate to the Deputy
to the Commissioner and frlz, Y : Ommissioner’s order, original or appellate,
the Governor, In other wordrsn the CO_rr}m1351qncr,S order to His Excellency
Of_ Appeal, whereas those in,tl:cl e litigants in these areas get three Courts
District Judge and the Hioh Coue plculns BECpoR,, two such courts, viz,, Uie
Partially Excluded areas, So f: e say, Sir, the question whether these

ar as their administration of justice i ned
would or should be brought under the High Court wrilll0 gélséé‘i;iﬁeiggcg;nfhé
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present Government in connection with the recommendations made by the
conference of the Partially Excluded arcas representatives. The question of”
the two mauzas, Sarupathar and Barapathar, of which we have heard so
much from my hon. friend, will also be gone into. 1 hope, I will be able to
give the decision of Government in our next session, because by then we
will be in a position to go through the recommendations of the conference
and come to a decision on the points detailed therein.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : In view of the assurance given
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my cut motion. i ’

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 7,17,400 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course ol payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1941 for the administation of the head “27.—Admi1?ist1'ation of
Justice”. )

The motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 3
(8.—Provincial Excise.)

The Hon’ble . x. MAHENDRA NATH SA(KIJIA : On the recommen-
dation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Sir, to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs. 2,95,900 be granted to defray certain charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3Ist
March, 1941 for the ad ministration of the head ¢“8.—Provincial Excise”’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.2,95,900 be granted to defray
certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on the 31st March 1941, for the administration of the head “8.—
Provincial Excise”. ' ‘

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that the provision of Rs.20,714 under Grant No. 3, Major head—8.—
Provincial Excise, Minor head—A—Superintendence, Sub-head—2.— Pay of
Establishment (total), at page 44 of the budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,95,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100:

My intention in bringing this cut motion is to bring to the notice of the
Government the rigours of the excise laws prevailing in the province and
to draw their attention to the advisability of revising them. Sir, the excise
laws impose upon the accused person th(; whole burden of proving his in-
nocence. This so often leads to miscarriage of justice. Taking advantage of
these laws some over-zealous oflicers are apt to implicate the innocent for
possession of excise articles. The procedure of cash prizes also affords an
extra incentive to these officers. Tt is also found that people are often prose-
cuted for growing hill bhang. As a matter of fact, these wild plants grow in
various parts of the country on waste land and on the slopes of river banks.
It is really curious that people living in the vicinity should be hauled up
for growing the same. ) )

Again, the sentences passed in the excise cases are often very severe.
Persons are heavily fined for small oflences. Of course, these laws were pro-
mulgated as preventive measures against smuggling of excise articles. But
still these laws must undergo a thorough examination to give adequate relief
to the innocent.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.20,714 under Grant No. 3 Major hcad—8.—‘
Provincial Excise, Minor head—A—Superintendence, Sub-head—2.—Pay of
Establishment (total), at page 44 of the budget, be reduced by Rs.100, ie.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,95,900 do stand reduced by
Rs. 100”.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Sir, the excise
laws are being amended from time to time in the light of experience for
ad ministrative facilities. The points that have been raised will be duly con-
sidered and will be examined. In view ot this assurance, I think, the hon.
mover will withdraw his motion

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, in view of the assu-
rance given, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Srijut SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs.23,734 under Grant No.3, Major head—8.—Provincial Excise,
Minor head—A—Superintendence (total), at page 44 of the Budget, be

reduced by Rs.100, i.e. The amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,95,900, do
stand reduced by Rs.100.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.23,734 under Grant No.3, Major head —8.—
Provincial Excise, Minor head—A.—Superintendence (total), at page 44 of
the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.2,95,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH.: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to
speak a few words in _support. of the motion of my friend Srijut Sankar
Chandra Barua. Sll‘., the 13mumcrabl<; labour pPopulation in Assam is
responsible for the major portion of the liquor consumed in the shops run
by the Government of Assam. These labourers spend their weekly earnings,
out of sheer ignorance, in grog shops on Sundays and holidays. Many
hon. members are pcrhap:s aware that‘ there are about 14 lakhs of labour
population in Assam.  This class of men forms a large section of her
population and as such no attempt should be spared by the Government to
raise the morality of this population and also to see that no chances are
given them to indulge in mtemperance.  Under the present arrangement,
Sir, all the shops are opened on hohday§ and Sundays and the labour popu-
Jation get chances of Spcnzhpg all th.en‘ earnings in drink and also exhibit-
ing all acts of moral gicpl:a\'lt_yf publicly which cannot be desc.ibed before
the hon. members.  Sir, mspn"(*.d by this benevolent idea, the Congress
Government wanted to stop selling of liquor in one subdivision altogether
and also proposed to stop selling of liquor on Sundays and holidays in the
Assam Valley. But I am sorry to say that this Government failed to im-
plement that measure and by so doing has lent support to the belief
gaining ground in the country that the motto of the present Ministry is to
set at naught all measures undertaken by the last Ministry, good, bad or
indifferent. In the circumstances, I\ ha_ve no othczr alternative than to support
the motion and record my dissatisfaction, technically called censure, on the
present Government.

With these words, I support the motion.

Srijut BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Sir, in opposing the cut
motion, I shall be failing in my duty if T do not enlighter the House on
this sub’ject. M. Borooah means by his suggestion that liquor may be alto-
gether stopped. It 1s no use stopping this on Sundays and other
holidays which the labourers are getting at present, becz}usc in that case
the labour population will get into the habit of taking liquor on working
days and employers will suffer and work will be hampered. This is only to
curtail that bit of their enjoyment which they are getting. It
is not right that the labourers ought to be deprived of this
enjoyment.  So, I do not find any necessity for stopping it on Sundays and
other holidays. ~ This will dislo gi.the work which 'is done by them and
they should earn something on worf Ing days. Moreover, they will lose their
haziras ; if they absent themselves form their work on the working days and
go to drink liquor.  So, I oppose the cut motion of my hon. friend.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHAS_SETT! Mr, Speaker, Sir, perhaps
it would not be irrelevant at this juncture if T make some remarks
concerning the Canteen system Vyhlch 15 1n force on a number of
our gardens. We are believers in _thq old idea that moderation in
all things is often preferable to prohibition and for that reason we are
in favour of the Canteen system, for we can thereby control hours of
open'ng and sale of liquor, and thus, to a great extent, put a stop to excess
consumption. We have on our gardens a number of castes who, and their
forebears, have been used for many generations to consuming alcohol.
Because we believe in the principle of non-interference with private rights
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and privileges, we must defend that principle and more especially when a
custom has behind it the tracition of many generations. We believe our
people should be entitled to drink in moderation and for that rcason Wwe€
bring to the attention of this House that we are doing something to sccure
moderation, and we hope that any way we may be given credit for cur goeod
intentions.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: I
would like to make a few remarks. K/Iy hon. friend the mover is a prohibi-
tionist, but he wants only to close these liquor shops on Sundays and other
holidays and to let shops remain open on all other days, so that the Jabourers
can come to the shop and drink as much as they can. This is certainly not
befitting a prohibitionist who wants (o prohibit all sorts of excise goods.
So far as I remember, the Congress Party while they were in power for
more than 12 months, also did not pass orders to close liquor shops only omn
Sundays and other holidays. My hon. {riend does not hesitate to censure this
Government for not closing the liquor shops on Sundays and other holidays.
i{ t-hmk, it is quite inconsistent on his part and deserves no consideration in
this House. 1f he would have asked the Government to close liquor shops on
all days of the week I would have considered his motion. With these
words, I oppose the motion.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am
surprised to find our hon. friend Mr. Sarwan who boasts to be a represen-
tative of the tea labour in this House should oppose such an important
motion. It docs not appear hat he is representing the true «ause of Labour.
Sir, he says th_at it the liquor shops are closcd ol Sundays, the {ea-garden
population will take to drinking on week days. Though I do not live necar
tea gardens, I believe that liguor shops are kc;it open during all the working
days of the weck. Can he give us some instances in which the labourcrs
ha\'e neglected their work keeping themselves engaged in liquor because the
liquor shops were kept open during the working days ? 1 feel that the
representative of Labour, who lives in the midst of labourers, should not have
made such a remark. Another hen. gentleman from the Government side
has said that he would have considered the question of closing the liquor shops
on Sundays favourably if the motion aimed at closing them for good and not
on Sundays ard holidays only. 1 am sorry to find that he, as a Muslim
gentleman, could not support this motion which aims at preventing the
working classes from squandering away their hard-ecarned money. These
P€0P1€>_51f, get their pay on Saturdays, and in the next morning they go
tSo L}cxle hquo}r; slvlops and squander them zway. If these shops were closed on
;(ﬁeayci’lﬁm?di‘ffé?l?’.lfm sure, have gone to the market and purchase
SRR O ot OSI ‘ﬂIeJ use of thel\r_ families, instead of throwing away the
e bt he Wolz"l;ir\ rz(\icf. ically Rir, what they earn by their hard la'bour,
shape of exercise revenueg Iztlys L& Bivg o Lopernment oo ’Sundays 5 the
ance and helplessness of these :Eda"re pot to probt by exploiting the ignor-
T bR motten 1\(&}5 and to demoralise these poor Iaboprer_s,
Legislature, and in the intercst. of tle I]m]lgSt’ g ot {nemb(-ars of ! his
cannot eradicate this evi : ie Jabourers, support this motion It we

s i evil habit of drinking alt h 1 hould
try to give some relief to th : g ogether, at least we saou
1 o these helpless and unfortunat le b losin
liquor shops on Sundays and holid - e e e

i olidays so that the hard-carned money which

ma no be squa 1

With these few words, Sir, I support this motion.
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: On
a point of personal cxplanation,.Sir. Mr. Talukdar has said that he did
not expect opposition to this motion from a Muslim member like
myself. But may I remind him that all the inhabitants of the province of
Assam are not Muslim. Had that been the position, I would have
requested the Hon’ble Premier to close all the excise shops.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : But should we not expect from
2 Muslim gentleman, full support for such a motion ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I would like that the hon.
should not make any reference to any creed. No creed has got to
thing here. 5

Myr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I stand +o oppose this
motion. Merely closing the liquor shops on Sundays and holidays will not
bring any benefit to the people. Sir, it seems that we are discussing the
question so far as it affects the labourers only, but this cut motion involves
the whole province, not merely the tea gardens. Sir, during last January,
I was visiting some of the tea gardens, viz., Bhutiachang, Orangajuli,
Borengajuli, Attarikhat, Dimakusi and some others and in some places I
found that labourers were going out on holidays to visit their friends in
villages. They did not go to liquor shops. They enjoy their laupani better
with their friends, because it is cheaper and more beneficial to them. So,
this cut motion, if passed and given effect to, will not do any good at all to
the labourers. With these few words, I oppose this motion.

member
do any-

Srijut KHORSING TERANG: sstife w3ivd, S=iqaa R Ay
«%7 39318 fitdl motion wifacy ete %% oppose vRA wins| cerace
hc;uday «fq afi @7 779 W/ @rF a5 3’ arest 3fa sracgres COTABLE
7B (S1A© ABIACH! support Ffqratizres | RZ W& QIR «4f7, Ws3 wféq
Ttaras «ig | IR AT ReiFe glaisl 4iw; (9% & ol s A
7% faal gig 12 /fT6ta A (Mar Afsts holidays wigez w3 BigiA
21 7f§ »ca | (78 I holidays wI[AT WITIA T *3| Bf5s 37 |
Afsitag AT A AF AR 3 holidays 31X fs'w7 35 ay3—a1 9
Axta femrs Rscs N s ais | fzre 3ff 333 s BRIA Ay =s
=19 331 frae §f w137 AT (orazta {230 2135ts AT AT wiatesy atg
faffay ) (A% @1qd T8 @% ABIACB! oppose = farsy \

Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: Mr.
see any point in having the liquor shops close
motion aimed at total prohibition, that wouid h
hon. mover of the motion has spoken about te
Sunday is a holiday in Upper Assam only.
and Hatigarh side, the holiday falls on Mon
on Monday, while in other piaces they obse
not see what purpose will be served by the

prohibiting opening of liquor shops on Sund
With these few words, I oppose this mo

Speaker, Sir, I do not
d on Sundays only. If this
ave meant something. The
a garden labourers only. But
In some places, viz., in Majuli
day because the bazar day falls
rve it on Wednesday. So, I do
issue of a Government circular

ays throughout the province.
tion.
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Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should like
to say a few words by way of opposing this motion. Sir, in a previous
Session Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari stated before the House that in some
tribal and tea-garden areas, liquor is used as a substitute for drinking water,
the supply of which is not sufficient in those arcas.

Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: No, I did not say that.

Mavlavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: So, unless Government is in a
position to supply sufficient drinking water in those hill arcas and unhealthy
places, where those people live, it would not be possible for Governiment to
stop at once these liquor shops.

(At this stage the clock struck 4 p. m.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 hope the hon. member has finished.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a. m., on Saturday, the 9th
March, 1940.

S/zillong, A. K. BARUA,
The 19th April, 1940. Secretary, Legislalive Assembly, Assam.
"?4, "92;'
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