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ion of the First Assam Legislative
nder the provisions of the Government of

Pl‘oceedings of the Seventh Ses
Assembly, assembled u
India Act, 1935

.. T'HE AssEMBLY met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 11 a.m. on
Thursday, the 29th February, 1940,

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar D

) on as, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten
Hon’ble Ministers and 87 members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which oral answers were given)

Observance of Mr. Jinnah’s ¢“Day of Deliverance®

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA asked :

*76. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to an appefxl
made by the Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury and published in
the “Statesman® of the 18th December, 1939 with regard to the observance
of Mr. Jinnah’s “Day of Deliverance”.

() If so, do the other members of the Cabinet associate themselves
with the said appeal ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

76. (a)—Government have seen the quotation in the newspaper.

(b)—The statement was issued by the author not as Minister of
Public Works Department and Labour but in his capacity as Secretary o
the League. It did not concern the Ministry.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Does the Hon’bl

¢ Prime Minister
who is a member of the League, associate himself with the .

said appeal ?

The Howble Maulavi Sajyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .

I am here to reply as Prime Minister and as Prime Minister, T have 0
concern with the appeal,

‘Starred questions Nos.77-78 standin
Kar and starred question No.79 st
Das were not put

g in the name of Baby Lalit Mohan

anding in the name of Srijut Ghanashyam
and answered as the questioners were absent.)
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table

Representation about the Proceedings of the ordinary n;ﬂ'“ng
of the Tezpur Local Board held on 28th November, 193

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS asked :
78. Will Government be pleased 1o state i
(a) Whether they have received a representation from (l\f‘_lf*ﬁ'[)llg
Local Board Congress Party about certain ' illegalities "1".(
irregularities of the proceedings of the ordinary "”,"(‘;“)""k a
the Tezpur Local Board held on 28th November, 1939 ¢ fhe
(&) If so, will Government be pleased to state the steps taken in the
matters ?
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI replied : . I - has
78. (a)——The representation submitted through the (3“”"_"'“*'””” M
not been received by Government. A copy thercof submitted direct has been
received.
(b)—The Government have called for a report. o
Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: With reference to answer to 78(8),
may I know when Government called for the report ?
The Hon’ble Khan S.hib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI: Very recently, Sir, .
Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS : Will Government be pleased to give
the date ?
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI: It is difficult to give the exact date without reference.
Sriju; MAHADEV SARMA : Are Government aware that the Budget
mecting of the Tezpur Local Board was held after 7 p.m. ?
The Hon’bler Khan Sahib Maulavi MIIJDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI: Government have no information, Sir. .
Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Are Government aware that the minutes
of the meeti g h .ve not been confirmed in the next gencral mecting of the
Board ?
. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI : Government have no information to that effect.
Srijut MAHA EV SARMA : When did Government serd for a report
of the samec meeting ? ) :
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI * I have already replied with reference to a previous
question that very recently Government have called for a report.

Representation from Tezpur Local Board Comngress Party about
the Budget meeting

1939 of the Board held on the 29th November

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS asked -

79. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether they have received another representation from the
TCZI?ur Local Board Congress Party about the illegal cons-
titution of the Budget meeting of the Tezpur Local Board
held .0‘1'1 the 29th N0vember, 1939 and also about the irre-
gularities of the proceedings of the said meeting ?
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A~ cen in the
(&) If so, will Government be pleased to state the steps taker
matter ?

. N
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAI
CHAUDHURI replied :

-~ - T a1 Was
79. (a)—A copy of the representation sent to the Commissione ¢
received by Government.

(6)—Government have called for a report.

Forest Rest Houses
Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

80. (a) Isit a fact that Forest Rest Houses are not generally al o\\-cg
to be occupied by the Givil or Public Works Department Officers an
the Executive of the Local Boards ?

(6) If so, are Government aware
by the said officials in exccution of their duties in out-of-the-way places
where Public Works Department and other rest houses do nct exist ? .

(©) Do Government propose to allow these officers to Occupa
these Bungalows in the same manuer as the Public Works Department agi
Local Board Inspection Bungalows are allowed to be occupied by the Offi-

< : . ; ing
cers of G_ovcmmcnt and the Execcutives of the Local Boards, preference being
always gven to the Forest Staff ?

that great inconvenience 1S felt

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :
80.—(0) No,

and does give such
when there is no ot}

the Divisional Forest Officer can give Pcrmi‘sm? 2 O)EICU.P:S
permission when there is a genuine case of need,

1er accommodation in the vicinity.

(b)—Does not arise.

(€)—Government see no reason for changing the s, T‘{gyh:’irl;
consider any facts brought to their notice which indicate that the ru
worked unfairly. s :

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Does the Hon’ble Mn.nster n
charge of Forests realise that the questions have been put on some represen-
tation being made to the questioner by some officers ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : 1 have not got any
information.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to consider revision of the rules if he

The Hon’ble
think it necessary t
there.

gets a representation ?
Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Government does not
o make a change in the rules. The reply is already

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : May I know whether Govern-
ment 1s prepared to change the rules in view of the representation ?

. The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : That may be considered
if and when any definite representation is put before the Government.

Scheduled and Non-schedulgd banks in the Province

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA asked :
81. Will Government be

leased to lay on the table a list of Sche-
duled and Non-schedyled ba b i

nks in the Province ?
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i SAADULLA
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD

replied :

1 in the Province is given below. None
81.—A list of banks registered in th )

of the banks has been included in the Schedule

to the Reserve Bank of

India Act :—

1.

The Banking and Trading Co., !."i- l
Deshabandhu Banking Corporation, I.u’. 1
Assam-Bengal Central Industrial Bank, Ltd.
Sylhet Union Bank, l:t!’.

The Bank of Habiganj, Ltd.

Bank of East (1927), Ltd.

Gauhati Bank, Ltd.

- Sylhet Popular Bank, Ltd.

Mahcndrag;mj I.zkshminarayan Loan Office.

- Shillong Banking Corporation, Ltd.
. Mcrcm?tilc Banl}c’uf K[h;xsi and Jaintia Hills.
. Aryya Luxmi, Ltd.

- South Sylhet Bank, Ltd.

- Sylhet Commercial Bank, Tid.

- Sylhet National Co., Ltd.

- Sylhet Loan and Banking Co., Ltd.

. Bharat Banking Co., Ltd.

. Surma Valley Bank, Litd.

- Bank of Assam, Ltd.

- Habiganj Ideal Bank, Ltd.

- Standard Bank, Ltd.

- Sunamganj Bank, Ltd.

- Luxmi Narayan Bank, Ltd.

. Assam Bank, Ltd,

. The Sylhet Industrial Bank, Ltd. )

- Sylhet Vaidic Samiti Banking Corporation, Ltd.
. The Assam Industrial Bank, Ltd.

- Jamira Loan Co., Ltd.

- Karimganj Industrial Bank, Ltd.

. The Tezpur Industrial Bank, Ltd.

- The Nowgong Bank, Ltd.

. The Silchar Bank, Itd.

The Karimganj Banking and Trading Co., Ltd.
The Assam-Bcngal Bank, Ltd.
Eastern Banking and Trading Co., Ltd.

- Shillong Crescent Bank, Ltd.
. The Shillong Union Fund, Ltd.
- The Friends Savings Fund, Ltd.

The Economic Trading and Banking Concern, Ltd.
The Assam Banking Syndicate, Ltd.

. The Shillong Ideal Bank, Ltd.

The Friends Union Bank, Ltd.

. The Liberal Bank. Led.
. The Model Bank of Shillong, Ltd.
- The Standard Bank of Shillong, Ltd.

. The SiBsagar Banking Corporation, Litd.
. The United Bank, Ltd.

. Annapurna Bank, Ltd,

. Eastland Bank, Ltd.

. Cachar Loan Co., Ltd.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION ON ACCOUNT OF RECENT MASS
RAIDS BY IMMIGRANTS IN CERTAIN VILLAGES OF
HOWLI MAUZA IN BARPETA SUBDIVISION

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 have got notice of an adjournment
motion from Srijut Kameswar Das, 5

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS :  Sir, I beg leave of the House to move the
following adjournment motion : — ‘

“ That this Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing a
definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the
Government to check even recent mass raids by immigrants into the tribal
villages of Kaurbaha, Bennibari, Ulubari, Rangdia, Bamnajarpam, Belguri
and others of the Howli mauza of the Barpeta subdivision.”

Sir, the matter involved in this motion is of recent origin,
place only about 16 or 17 days back and having come to
yesterday. It is important and urgent because of the
grants there who are raiding into the vill
ing the crops in the fields by allowing their cattle to graze upon them and
also by damages caused by raising earths on the crops for the purpose of
building huts there. [t is of public importance because it affects the villagers

of several villages. I have got a petition, a copy of which has also been sent
to the Hon’ble Revenue Minister, signed by more th

‘ - ) an two hundred signa-
tories, and it describss how the raids concein not only

one village, but several
villages of the Howli mauza of the Barpeta subdivision and how many peo-
ple are affected by these raids. To make clear the poi

portion of the petition I have receiv

having taken
my notice only
fact that the immi-
ages mentioned above are destroy-

nt, I may read out a

ed from some of the representatives of

these unfortunate tribal people who have come all the way to Shillong to
seck redresses in the hands of the legislators. ’

“ g

TS AN fal w@iw ays v Ife wew  farang G QS g
FACIB] AR Nfo 2B A& IS A Na ERYE R T — | o
M T i st s 3uik AcTe B e SN st wrmeR A
(P2 siids =g | o wWifs feate wifs weaw 53

s saspe sa
(BLBTABT IR ~AarE =(Biter W@ ot wam wfe e |

fos w&ma SR TR WS TN T A Boif W w4
FIT 1R AT A3 @A @ ARA IR 73S W Fere e SR s w7 s,
S8 A3l aAfB @ AN TS R fare aBa oy beldoo fam st
sq5p fra WA carg fogw™ bwq TR WM syy W feare qem g4
afaelz e ST Afeas 9o qg ¥q

, BT e Wex ety | otk
5% fRAicT WA FIR-AB, sa-vag v gy R e
TIECSR AW ofens  rere freh Wt
€fa affa B Bm ceg Q. afx
1A (RO WIF B {Ztae ) wiwdyg A3®_ TR % iy

fagfe ¢z fwal nfewig o 5% wgidl, ATS.
A3 e (blaali™
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*face =¥ AgArE cafdl q41415 Wi ata w1f3g 3107 317 w4 arfmee |

% faxry AT pAR 44 s1facx svy =z sz fasras <12 Y4
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afSaimz citet 2 | (a4 qegwia fard) Asras cs&atas Tye fem WMT |
afeq =t 4@ a13s ety 2z 4fars: iz w15 fanrza ufr =
41 #faa8a a1 corg mifs marcuradng racs wga (smra sa atlrd |
WEEF 4 fav12 #(2 caz Bz 431 5441
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femmza atas w122 wiwgg 5 2oy §
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think this will do.

khas ]S:;Jd‘;tof'{:}tgd(l?(syAR DAS : ‘ I submit, Sn that t.his does not involve thc(i:
involved are pastq ’l" ‘ar‘”m(:‘l‘lt. From the petition it is clear that the lan
1924-25. So. sul‘m is. The raiyats there are occupying ‘the lands from
of the geners Pmit that this should not be taken as involving a part
general policy of the Line System.
b

Spca{ét-e gfnll;lifclfhan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Mr.
source of inf(’)rm'l‘ti( e Pppase this motion. ‘The hon. member says that his
as to him. Now i‘:]nh’."f Some  petitions which have been filed to me as well
failure to check ’th(- rl:; fr'lof'u_m, he wants to criticise (;ovcx:{nn(-,n’t for their
cannot accept it for la !;Lits ll’dlds. FFrom these petitions, bu",‘ Government
as well as wires tho c} ’ that there have bheen mass raids. T'hese petitions
'ave recently been received by Government have
gy px(‘:c:][i)r?’)u'ty Commissioner f'(in‘ enquiry and ‘thc Dcp.uty
have no foundation L lgn,lrx rcAport,.hns said that most of these wires
accept any liability for thi, ;80, l}l‘f the circumstances, Government cannot
as the matter is under o gs w 11Cl_1 ha.vc not taken place. And, moreover,
quiry, I think it will be only fair for the hon. mem-

ber to wait and
- watch, n vie i
withdraw this motion as pre:r:;&:cf all these, I request the hon. mover to

The Hon’ble the ¢
o e SPEAKER : Has the hon. mover got anything more
Srijut KAMESWA : .
enquiry ? R DAS: May T know whether this matter is under

The Hon’ble Khan B . :
the matter is already ungel- 2::1:]3;11,‘;;-Maulav1 SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Yes,

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS :  Has any report been submitted ?

.

-
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMANA .lelzﬁf
is a preliminary report. A detailed report has been called for and1s
awaited. .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : | I
may be able to say something about this matter. Immediately before t o
session, we began to receive a number of telegrams saying that there have
been encroachments on the grazing reserves as well as within the Lme.s.
In all cases, a telegram is subsequently to be confirmed by a letter, but we
got none, even then we at once took action on these telegrams. We a§ke§l
Deputy Commissioner to personally enquire into the allegations of fresh
encroachments. ‘The Deputy Commissioner fixed the 24th February for
local enquiry, but unfortunately the Deputy Commissioner had to come up
to Shillong as he was suffering from a disease for which he had to consult
experts in the Pasteur Institute. He saw both myself and the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister and we have given detailed instruction. He has postponed
the date of enquiry from the 21th February to the 10th March. We have
already asked our officers to do the necessary evictions. So, as some preli-
minary enquiry has been made, I hope the hon. member will not tie our
hands by a discussion of 1 matter that is under investigation.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : May 1 draw the attenti»n of the Hon’ble

Premier that the land concerned in the rajds mentioned here involve paita

lands of certain tribal people and does not involve anvy question of Line
System and reserved lands.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Does it refer to Thinua ?

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: It refers to Kaurbaha, Bennibari, Ulubari
and Rangdia. These are villages in the Howli mauza. The lands concern-
" ed are patta lands.

Several telegrams have been received by me and I could not go through
them all. These do not relate to Line System or encroachment of reserved
areas. These are different things.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiy:d Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
the state of affairs referred to by my friend is correct and as these are patia
lands which have been encroached, the criminal courts are open for remedy.
So far as encroachment of lands in Reserved Lines are concerned, it is for
Revenue Department to deal with

. Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Because these are patta lands
and because the criminal courts are open to them, should not Government
take prompt actions for protecting the helpless tribal people from the
organised raids of the immigrants ?

The Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUH
May I enquire from my hon. friend whether
proached the local authorities, Revenue

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: M

: AMMAD SAADULLA :
those agorieved le ap-
or otherwise ? o e
ay Iinform the ? ier

these people approached the Subdivisional Officer 1_113213 }Z:Itea 1:1;16511 ;‘2:: Stllzaf
lelSlOIl?.ll Officer had been to the locality, The el’1C1‘0aCihe[‘s’ admiltted the
cllmroac ?iﬁts' The S}lbd1v131onzll Officer asked them to evacuate from the
lt)hzcgo]air(:e : (le)ylagreed. Subsequently when the Sub-Deputy Collector and

& o ub-Inspector were sent there, they refused to oo awa That is
what the petitioners have themselves written in the petitiong & ,

‘Aftethlll; ]gos;lzle Mau}avi Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
. : N . . ]
Koy What?(])i?rig : the hon member, there is no case for any adjourn-

Everything possi p
and if even after that the e y 8 possible was done by the local officers,

ncroachers did not vacs Criminal
Court was open to the parties. vacate the land, the
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‘ - er was askin
Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: The Subdivisional Officer .
for approval of the Government. ave certainl
'Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : | think, the ‘Qu‘;rrnlnf"“l. lf‘“‘fhnn be g
the duty to strengthen the hand of the Subdivisional Ofhcer h“lc with a
unable to make his order effective. That is why I have come fi¢
motion of adjournment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : | would ask the hon. membet havite
whether there has been any failure on the part of "'“""'”.m.”,“‘r’ ind the
regard to what has been disclosed by the Hon'ble Revenue Ministe l;uth the
Hon’ble Premier. It seems that action has already been t‘lk“}: certain
Hon’ble Premier and the Hon'ble Revenue Minister have given aintsin
instructions to the local authorities, Does the hon. member yct ma
that there has been a failure on the part of Government ?

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: | may mention that the Su'*{;}:‘i’)‘::‘cﬁ
Officer tried, but he failed. On the other hand, it should not bf. zc(‘t}’thusc
that there rests a certain responsibility with the Government to pro
tribal people who were affected by these raids. Minister

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But the Hon’ble Rcvrnuc' ! ol
said that he had again asked the Deputy Commissioner to take uf
matter personally.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : In this connection, may I ask the e
Revenue Minister whether, after the adjournment motion on the 22n
instant, he sent a telegram to the Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup, to Slt")l’
eviction, and give some time to the encroachers themselves to prove that
thcy}']wcrcl: tilcrc from before the 31t March, 1937 and whether it will apply
to the tribal villages in question also ?

The Hon’ble Maoulays Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
That is with regard to the grazing reserves.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Not as regards these patta lands ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir& MUHAMK«AD SAADULLA :
Absolutely not. How can Government ask the Deputy Commissioner not to
evict encroachers into the patta lands when pattas have been grven by
Government to these people ? If encroachments have been made Into patla
lands, the procedure my hon. friend and others should follo.w 1s not to
approach Government in this respect, but to apply to the Criminal _CQurt
for punishing those encroachers, because they are guilty of a criminal
offence.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS :  If the Civil Authorities and the Criminal

Court there fail to give redress, have not the people the right to come up for
redress to the Government ?

e Hom'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Surely, but I have said that we have already instructed the Deputy Commis-
sioner to go and enquire into the matter personally. '
sione?r;{";zfrxﬁﬁlR}?MbDAszk Ids it also a fact that the Deputy Commis

P has been aske t to evi ’
come after 31st March, 1937 ? 1Ot fo evict persons cven though they have

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sip MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Ye.s, Sir, in certain cases, but that is another matter. Sir on the day ¢; ¢
adjournment motion was discussed ) : !
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lands were washed away either by erosion of the Bekj
putra. As no other lands were available to shift to,
grazing reserves for temporary shelter. Now, it
policy of the Government if we evict pcople who are patta-holders for 6 or 7
years.  So, we asked the Deputy Commissioner to make an enquiry to see
whether among the encroachers into grazing reserves there were people of
this nature.

river or by Brahma-
they ecntered into those
will be going against the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Was this n conformity with the
Government Resolution that was rceently published ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir. Moareover, this is \\.'ith l_'t‘gard to grazing reserves and not the
patta land which is the question disputed at the present moment,

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: May I know whether Government will
take immediate action in this matter as regards the affected villages in the
Howli mauza ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
Action is being taken and willbe taken.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
will go one step further and say thatif I can get the copy of the speech
delivered by the hon. member in this connection, I shall transmit it to the
Deputy Commissiones immediately., So, Task your co-operation, Sir, to
direct the Reporters to supply me with a COpY as soon as possible,

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: In view of the assurance given by the
Government, I do not like to pursuc the motion,

REALISATION OF MONEY BY COMPULSION FROM EACH PATTA-
DAR BY THE MAUZADAR OF GURJOGONIA MAUZA OF
GOLAGHAT SUBDIVISION IN THE NAME OF WAR WITH-
OUT RECEIPT

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There is another adjournment motion
standing in the name of Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua. .

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave
of the House to move the following motion — .

“That the House do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent
public importance, to wit, realising by compulsion and harassment rupee

one or annas eight from ecach paitadar by the Mouzadar of Gurjogonia
mauza of Golaghat, in the name of the war, without

ving recei

time of payment of land revenue by the paitadars.” SIS B8, ot i
Sir, a few days belore, at the beginnin
Assembly, I received cgmplamt from the ratyats of this mauza that the
Mauzadar was compelling t!lem to pay rupce one or annas eight as contri-
bution towards war, :t the time of paying land revenue, B?lt the people
showed their unwillingness and said that this was a voluntar 'bp t'cI))n
and that they were not going to pay at the rate dictated b ,y.hcoﬁrl ) (11 N
Sir, on receipt of this complaint, I wrote (o the Subdjvis; 1 A
) : ubdivisional] Officer, Gola-

ghat, but till now I have not been favoured with a rep] at
this harassment still continues, as I received a v Ply. I understand th

gonia rabals. This wire is dated 28th February, 13 s o102 o TV E
“Gurjogonia Mauzadar realising rupee or half from each pattadar co£npu1'
sorily please inform Minister for redress or COmplaininI?r issuing redress
receipts to samc~(}urjogonia Raiyats . S

So, Sir, I have to move this adjournment motion because I do not
know whether there is any specific instruction from the Government to

g of the current session of the
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’ . N ’ i : Sir, his sort
realise such war contributions from the pattadar:, | e the Congresl
of thing is continued by the Mauzadar, we. as e o v mofcy jn ThE
will be cr)mpcll::«l O INStruct our cons f:f.:.v:.r~~..< U to A simetimes the
shape of these war contributions. [t j Fealy narassig G0

i nd revenue unless
Mauzadar throws away the mones paid on account of lind

that contribution is also given alone with reve B s s Tt
Sir, it is an urgent matter because the hara snent still S rad  ap
also a matter of public nportance because a3 lot of 1

it is a definite matter too. ..
SO; I think the motion should he aliowed N: Sir
: e FTNTT AHMAN: Sir,
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYITUR R.-’; gt
thl_: I‘IUNSC will remember that & simvar %zh:l.- " e c~;;.;:!§l_\'
friend Mr. Purna Chandra Sarma. and | promised 1o ;; to hold an
into the matter, and I ordered the Deputy  Comini N hat &0 enquiry
(:nquiry, and I have received a 1.-@3; from i.-:' : : . ' enizalst.
will be held at which the presence of Mr, Sarma I P b rasament
: { 4 f t } giiecerece] 1)add
I told the House, (:'f)‘.'-'nn.m'ut h.x"» no information of such oAl that
and th(:y haw: i.‘;sulf(l nonstructions Lo yt~,:|| ¢ wWar conltrihutl .

] : : = he matter and if
can say is that Government will make an cnquiry into the

Th . ‘ i 3180 1101 ln,\‘[u)il.
any harassm(:nt 18 prr;v_-d, (.(,-»,'.-xz;xn(-,” ._...i“.,.;,_;m i!l,,;!:‘” t ‘“.I r;‘i“ “‘L‘!“- .
(] Hon,ble thc SPEAKEI{ % 15'2? (lef naot tiiat 1110 1

another mauza ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR R"m.Mt}\:\:
Yes, Sir, but as regards this mauza also | say that I shall have an enquir)
made.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
The Hon’ble Khan Bah
Sir, an immediate cnquiry wil
will be done. ‘ble Minister
Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Does ((.'1'(" ; ”«)’Hl"_'“ ot
realise that this harassment js in respect of a mauza in Golaghat : .
The Hon’ble Maulavi Sailyid Sir MUHAMMAD .SAADUE;{_J{‘W'_
We will follow the same procedure in this case and try to give immedia
relief where neccessary.
Srijut BEL(RAM DAS: May 1 request the
general instructions
force from raiyats in the name of war ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : R
there be a multiplication of such cascs, Government will consider the issuing
of such instructions,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know if there is a

truction to realjse war contributionsg ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR LAHMAN: No,
Sir, there is no such instruction.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :
be sufficient for the Hon’ble Minister P

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulav;j SAYIDUR RAHMAN : The
matter will be considered, as I said.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Do I wunderstand from the
Hon’ble Minister that ire wi > he Deputy Commissioner ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Yes,
Sir, that w.as done and will be done.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :

As regards the casc of Nowl
gong, we hear that the enquiry will be held when my hon. friend Mr. Sarma

Immediate cnquiry ? _ )
adur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAIMAN: Yz,

- . is rcessary
I be made, and cverything that 1s ne :

)

Government to  issuc
1 1 N T > 7
to the Deputy Commissioners not to realisce moncy Dby

general ins-

Will not these two instances
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goes there and be present at the enquiry ; but 1 understand that it will
require a month before he goes there.

Will the enquiry be withheld till
that time ? '

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I do
not think so.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Inview of the assurance given
by the Hon’ble Minister I do not wish to press my motion.

MESSAGE FROM ASSAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL RE THE
ASSAM MONLEY LENDERS® (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1937

Secretary to the Assembly: Sir, the following message has been sent
by the Secretary of the Assam Legislative Council :—

“In ]lesu;;nct‘ of rule 100 of the Assam Legislative Council Rules, I
am directed to inform you that the Bill to amend the Assam Money Lenders’
Act, 1934, which was passed by the Assam Legislative Assembly at its meet-
ing held on the 9th December 1937, was passed by the Assam Legislative
Council at its meeting held on the 6th May 1939, with the following amend-
ments, namely —

(1) In clause 1, sub-clause (2) the words ““and it shall apply to pen-
ding suits and appeals™ were deleted.
(2) In clause 2—
(i) the sub-clauses (1), (2) and (4) were omitted, and
(1) insub-clause (3) after the word “Bank” the words ‘‘or in any
incorporated Bank or Society’ were added.
Clause 3 was deleted.
In clause 4, in the proposed section 8, for the figures €€9§°*, «“121>,
“98” and ““124” the figures <104, “15”, «103>* and “15” respect-
ively were substituted.
(5) In clause 5, in the proposed section 9— .
(i) in sub-section (1) the words “before or”” and ‘‘or otherwise”
were deleted.
(i) proviso () was omitted. )
(iii) for explanation (i) the following was substituted :—
¢(i7) for the purpose of _sub-scc‘tlon (1) of section 9 in respect of
usufruct of lands in usufructuary mortgages a loan not

exceeding Rs.500 in principal shall be deemed to be full
satisfied on the completion of 9 Y

ears f
the loan”. Y rom the date of
(2v) sub-section (3) was omitted.
2. The Assam Legislative Council requests tl "
Assam Legislative Assernobly in the amendrr?ents ,, 1€ concurrence of the
Sir, under rule 135 of the Assam Lecrislative.
the table the Bill as amended by the Assaom Leo.isﬁsgir:bg Ru!iés, I lay on
Copies o.f the Bill were already circulated t% the ho 0unc1b. .
Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ : 1. members.

I was under T .
will be laid on the table just now. the impression that the Bill

The Hon’ble t.he SPEAKER

(3)
(4)

ABDUL AZIZ: Under ¢ :
: ule 136 when a Bill is passed with

amendments by the Assam Legislative C i : pass :

of these amendments is to be t T s maten, fog Dagiis SROS

taken up 7 days after such date, but the rule
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- , P P 1 o PSS P— | s (1301 ) ! ’hﬂl
allows discrction to the Hon'ble Speaker to suspend  the Bpepany, o |
Rule if he finds rezsonable grounds for doing that Sir, this I’EH_ Has SR
d i ( t 12l (ram thie Do n AW
1‘”“_' (l("_.’!‘-'(f‘l '.;”{l it is one of the most ”“3«,,3{“;_‘ 1silis Sroan th [ int ol viey

of the [)llf:li(:, so I have Zotl 10 request you to CxCrcise that discretion and to
allow the discussion of these amendments just now. .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : s any hon. mecmber any objection to
this procedure. _ o ) . od
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I think the time allowe
under the Rule should be given., Considering the gravit of the 'l'h“. I (l]“
not scc any reason why there should be any hurry like this, that the amend-
ments should be considered by the House imnime diately.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Iic says that the Bill has been long
pending. )
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : [n spite of the fact that the Bill
was passed in a certain form by this House, some of the clauses Were d"l.ctl;
ed by the Upper House and some were amended otherwise. So, 1 thin
that it will be proper if we get sometime more.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Does the hon. member approve of the
. . T ~ y |
amendments that have been mace by the Assamn Legislative Council 7

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOUKERJEE: In some cases I do, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It 15 to the interest of the hon. mem-
ber that the amendments should be t iken up at once so that the House may
get an opportunity to accept the amendments.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: FEven if this imncasure is taken
after 7 days, the same oppertunity will remain.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The House has got a right to move
further amendments and for that 2 days notice will be necessary ; but with

regard to that, the Chair has no discretion. It will be necessary to table the
amendments two days before the amendments arc taken up.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Of course, Sir, it is entirely 'ﬂt
your dlsqrcti()rl and I have only expressed my views in what I have submit-
ted that it should not be taken up immediately as a special case.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Having heard thc hon. mover of the
Bill and also Mr. Mookerjee who has objected to the request that the ope-
ration .of rule 136 should be suspended, I am inclined to suspend  the
operation of rule 136 and to allow the hon. mover to make the motion to
take the amendments into consideration now.

Hon. members  will sce¢ that only one exclusive day has been fixed
for private members?

business and privat smbers® hus; )
private members’ business may come up
3 -4 o . n - » .
Ol’;thc dta}};s when (xovcrnm. ent business is fixed, if time permits.  So there
may not be any opportunity available to the hon. member to move the
motion he now wan

ts to move. Now, this motion that the amendments

passcc. by the Upper House be taken into consideration i i
: Z ation 1s onl e ar
order to give the House an o Yy necessary 1n

: : pportunity of considering the amendments sepa-
rately and that will be the most vital i P

. E ortion of the é
done by this Homse, So it P work that has to be

is only with a view to remove the bar in tl
P : 1€
way of considering the amendments separately, I :

operation of the rule and allow the motion for tak
amendments made to the Assam M
the Legislative Council,
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" s Sir e that  the amendments
: AZIZ : 1 beg, Siry, to move t
Maulavi ABDUL

< — < = C .
> . O COl .\l(lLl.
made l) [{ l IDDCE Ilq)]l\c l)( { ‘Lq 1l mt N

T Hlouse e led to the frustra-
sir, the amendments made by the Upper Hnu'.\cl_ hn;? {: d b
- - . 0 N ‘, P 2 2 . 5 ~ ; g
: .\1_1, the 1'. ~ct of the original Bill. The idea _\\11)11 \\bl’bth the, Smeading
2 et u’f in the Lower House has been defeatec y e ¢
Bill was passec :
i Jpper Chamber.
made in the Upper Chan

in objects of the amending Bill was fo, give wrelishtonthe
One of the m;u‘n_ ‘:l:]l;zi?,S-;)i}\l-(n{rll,ltcolf 1113 debyix Lhnt_ thcy h.vnd C-Omm(;_ltt;i
anforturate dch(m.ms 11 ame in which took them by surprise. We p{ LT}JOSC v
before the .d(‘pre.ssmln Ct‘lthv' rate of interest should be reduced to a tc.lso_nal ly
the n”“"mh."g-m” L-m : )D(;\‘CLI that the debtor who pays th.c dCbt- 1?:11(:1?'1)\(
extent. We further pr (,1‘\. .imcrcst only to the extent to which hc.l \‘\ ou. -'g‘ion
should e u.]l‘\wcd. o 1):1'9 brought in a court. Thatis to sav, vie ll)lnm l\pin_
had to pay if the bl‘“t \'\(‘ the creditor could not get more than L\Vl.ccmlt rh.'tpw'xs
was that in a ln_\\- Lroufm debtor by way of deceee. Uniormnfluj“i th('lt
cipal from -thCJ““lfj"]X at if 2 man pays out of the court any interest, ;“
provided in the \(} ll-t]: 1. In other words, he gets no credit for the amou .
interest was not Cl}( . (U(IL as interest. To remove this anomaly, we })EOP%S:T“
tink e pelel o (1)5'l(i()tlx'xt when a man pays out of court any mterﬂ?ta rh::n
iy £185 ammdm%b: vi\-én credit in favour of the Juflgmcnt .E{C\)tof W int
payment shoulc Be 8! wrt and a decree is passed.  To clarify this pokxg
the matter comes to - by s wying that if a man takes a loan and he S
Sir, T like to 1|Iustl’.’1t.L-th 25 ‘;o'wnrds interest out of court and th(;ll a_suit lli
certain payments say Jiam T dhe deerne that wilh b passed ‘against him he
brought for the dues, t ‘“'-“t;l Rs.25 that he has already paid out of court in
will not get any Cr.cclélt l1Ul will? have to pay upto double the principal nCn.
respect of interest an‘ 1{{3 a debtor not Pa'}’illg anything at all towards interest
But takc:. anotlmtr case Oux:t fop his dues. Here the highest he has to pay
and he is l)roug_ht to (‘iO This is an anomaly and the man who_ paid interest
is double the Pl’ml‘:i‘pnoé be penalised. We therefore proposed in the Arr;lend-
out of court shou 1111(‘  that he paid for interest out of court shgtild be
ing Bill tl}ut the mo: 3doublc the principal that the Cl’CdltO!.‘ 1s entitled to
included in (Eal_c:l’lllat{&b The Upper House has ('ione away with this
iR (?“gmdS'l* we cannot sce eye to eye with the Upper
tary provision. l".»\ dy pointed out that a bad debtor cannot be expected .
respect. I have alrea z’]t as the honest debtor who makes Payment for
to pay the same atlg(ililmc out of court. So, Sir, we stick to what we pro-
interest from tlrnccndiﬂ"' Bill.  Our object of moving this amending Bill was
posed in ‘}.h‘; ?én our debtors who are in a bad Plight owing to the world-
to give re lesion and we wanted to give the debtors reljef N respect of past
wide del?"ﬁz which they entered into during the time when they had no idea
of e The Hon’ble The SPEAKER : At this gt

age
the hon. member to discuss the merits and demeritg
elaborate way.

salu-
House in this

it is not necess

ary for
of the Bill in s

uch an
Maulavi ABDUL AZI7Z, :

Tam Not going into the details. What T
say is that therc are some matters in which we do not agree with the Upper
House and we shall stick to the Bill as passed by thig Assembly,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - "The hon. member will please state the
motion that he is moving.

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ : Sira I beg to move that this House sticks to
the Bill.
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) ) _ . ) T LT . at
The Hon’ble The SPEAKER @ N 1 I'he motion w wﬂ;l l"\ i.i:m
3 . ~ Y cietsliat ounctl to the ASS
the amendments made Ly the Assan !.,‘ Ly ‘ ik sssernbly beé
Money-Lenders’ (Amendment; FPill, 1937, as passed by tlas Assembly
7

taken into consideration.

Maulavi ABDUIL AZIZ : Sir, I begr 1o move that the -"-l!lf'ilfhiwnlf
made by the Assamnm  Legislative Council 1o the Assam _'\,1’.:,,”~-,--l.«-x_ulor‘5
(/\In(:llfillu'n(; Bill, 1937, as passcd by the Assembly be taken into considera-
tion. ,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T he motion moved is that the amend-
ments madc by the Assarn Lepislative Council to the Assamm Monev-Lenders
(Amcmlm:-nl," 3ill, 1937, as passed by the Assam  Legislative Assembly be
taken into consideration. A debate may now proceed. N i

Babu SHIBENDRA CIIANDRA BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 nise
to support my fricnd Maulavi Aldul Aziz. | thinkt he amendments made

by the Upper House to the amending Bill brought by .\f.lul.z_‘.'i .‘U'd“' "\"'“:’
are Silnp]} to defeat the object of the Bill which has been pending !Ul' a long
time in this House. For not carly passing  this Bill, the people have lu"v'n
suffering much and it is absolutely necessary that Maulavi Abdul  Aziz's
Bill be passed. So, I hope this House will throw out the amendments brought
by the Upper House.

The Hon’ble th SFEAKER : Am I to take it that no other hon.
member is going to take part in the discussion ? (After a pause).

I therefore put the motion before the House. .

The question is that the amendments made by the Assam  Legislative
Council to the Assam Money-Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill, 1937, as passed
by this Assembly, be taken into consideration.

The motion was adopted.

THE ASSAM LAND AND REVENUE REGULA’ ION
(AM"NDMENT) BILL, 1938.

Thg Hpn’ble the SPEAKER : ‘I'hen comes the Bill standing in the
name of Srijut Kameswar Das.  His motion was that the Assam Land :'md
Revenue Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1938, be taken into consideration.
Hc made that motion on the 8th Decemnber, 1938, As soon as he filllS}}Cd
his speech, the motion was placed before the House by me.  But the motion
could not be proceeded with further on account of the fact that that day
a.ftcr 2 P-m. a motion of no-confidence in the Ministry came up for discus-
sion. So the Bill was left at that stage of discussion and the House has a
right to procced with the discussion now.

Srijut GAURI YfiANTA TALUKDAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 rise
:::0 supporf this Bill. 1 hc: provisions of this plain and simple Bill, Sir, intend

(l)remf?v; a long-felt grievance of the poorest scction of our cultivating
c aSSIO t 1:3 Assam Valley continuing probably since 1892,

. bfi secks to fix by legislation, the minimum amount of land-revenue
’I\)/'a}{? ctllr? rleSPCC§ of a lease annual or periodical. At present in the Assam
k ey, the lowest amount of land revenue payable in respect of a Patta or a

ease is Re.1 while in the Surma Vall d Hill Distri it is i
only. The feason for this dienn e, > ey an ill Districts, it is annas cight
2 y. - Ot this disparity is unknown. We do not say that undue
avour has been shown to our brethren of th > i
Distri Wh s ¢ other Valley or the Hill

istricts. at I want to say is that they are being treated fairly and that
he pcople of the Assam Valley : “nti o e sl e
t e pcop alley are also entitled to get the same fair and
equitable treatment and not a bit in excess.

Sir, a lease-lloldqr in Assam Valley holding a plot of Jand, say, two
Kathas 1n area which calculates land revenue, at the bigha-rate, of
annas nine, annas ten, annas eleven, annas twelve, annas thirteen, annas

_—

e, v

-
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: N

5yt . a uniform sun

Fosaars * fifteen annas has to pay un(_hq. the ¢ mstmi m]iC[‘?’tl‘\e Bill is passed

(;m](\“!{ “]l ing the minimum rate of assessment : u't‘ sige, gudds 4o,

of Re. . ;t ‘ \:mc Pattadar will be rcquu:cd to pay ‘mnd; -t ~e;1 or fifteen
b sll wing annas twelve, annas thirteen, annas fourte

annas cleven, annas in

annas only, as the case may be, as

thC Sul‘ll]a \‘ allcy and the H.Lll
])i;[l.i(’:ts.th(‘ I(C li('f t]ltlt this bill i“t(-llds to 2;i\7(‘ iS not
(o3 § o -

altogether insignificant.
In 1927,

& i .S Bill
1 )1\. t() a (]ll(‘S tiOll Of m I]OII. ﬁl Cnd, t}]e mover Of thl 3
mn I‘(‘} ) €

i s
rernment were pleased to mform. that tl_xeh nur:uberofpfbgz:‘:f; %
the then Gm'(‘m-l ich if calculated at the ordinary bigha-rate el
the revemis o w ]]{l(‘. 1 per lease, would be 1{5.97,090. Sir, the num.nerbe o
it s T :':1'el'i<<‘d to a great extent by this time. It wi e
sAses must h;}.\-c l-ll&"{q:ch into law, will give relief] roughllybsll?e’ itc\’\rill
Slrl) ory IAhcll‘lll}l{‘ (l)l‘ Eur }500rcst cultivators, if not more, and elieve
at least one lak )

1 1 1ti-
: arge er of our immigrant cu
i > to a large number : .
ender substantial benefit ¢ t i
-l XLnld“} Sl;)lpcn to hold a large number of small holdings in
Vators who ha >
Valley,

xation ¢ inimum_ revenue may
ir xation of the minimun ]
¢ * be argued, Sir, that the fi £
i s o of the Government under the rules which they (-"ad
e Efy o the dlsclv%llont the provisions of this Bill. But, Sir, may I remin
fTect to the sion:s ' B s m
B e g'l\uig(:‘t! lLl(;is House that a resolution containing FIICB\';II}I prtol:*cl:sxgllls
‘tends L \ nte
my 11_0n-_f;1‘,, s moved by my hon friend, the moy er of this 11) mtial e
e 1 “d'l and it was p:isscd by the then Council with a su scian 'n;}]ed
ity, 1 Qo‘i{‘cslol‘ulion Sir, was supported by all the elected and ntorglmem
" ’ hd 4 r o 3 -
= Tl-lc e bting Rai Bahadur Amar Nath Ray w ho was a ngmu;aﬂe R
Ber N (}hitt}hc information of the House, I \\’Ollld’lllkc It}o l1)cz1B OL; t;elélumar
. ] ’ - . ’ X . :
R f(ihosc gentlemen. 1 hey are :- —(1) lIonﬂb (‘H -”t’b}l‘ Ba,‘sbﬁ L2
) s - appily the Speaker of our Assemlzly., (2) on’ble Bz <.
. Wh%:lls }ll\d}:gzlir)ty who is now one of the Ministers of the present Ca inet,
Kumar Chakr:
(3) Srijut Kameswar Das, (4) Srijut L

dkSllCS\.':ll“ Borooah, (5) Sriiut I\/Iahade‘r
S ( ) g J l‘ :l =3 o < l‘ ‘l.i. l N‘ ]
arma, 6 our revered Le dex La C S JU t b 1

Chandra Bardoloi,
e e ‘haudhuri, (8) Maulavi Ali Haidar
i o R ohixi Kumar Chaud s (8)
LG S bl?{hs':guhalh:?dur Maulavi Keramat Ali, (10) H
%\idlléulkw(zr)qrnli( (11) Khan Bahadur Maul
unse dld 3

on’ble Maulavi
nd (12) Hon’hle

T we have got
our midst. whg were ye
resolution P

assed in the old
Se gentlemen wyi]] NOW very readily
g this Bil Passed intg law, Sir
year 1928 ang though 19 years or
ances of the unhappy beople of my
- This fact alone, Sir, is more than
ostablish the qjpe necessity  of Passing a Bi]] anq
reducing the healthy provisions of this Bill nto hard and fagt a?v intead of
their being left to the sweet mercy and i i

officials. I therefore, earnest]

avi Mahmud Alj, a
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. Fortunately, Sj
an Bah:

in this House a very large number of gcntl;:men in
coithns; ic in supporting and getting the
enthusgilst;d I am quite confident that the
Cozl]tﬁiei? whole-hearted support in gettin
}tircl)ugh this resolution was passed n the

ractically a yuga has passed, the griev
I\)/'alley remain where they were hefore
sufficient, to my mind, to est

m gl ever~changmg overnment
Y request my hop friends tq extend thejy helptag
hands in support of the.benevolent PTOVisions of thjg Bill 4
undoing a wrong that is

. : ; be a party in
€Ing carried Since 1892 ang to receive thereby
the blessings of a dumh section of oyp Poorest cultivatoys,

With these few words, Sir, T beg to Support this Bjl].

The Hon’ble Khag, Bahaduy aulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
Mr. Speaker, Sir. The last speaker has referred to a resolution that was
moved in the old Counci] i which I along with others lent my support but
we are concerned not with the resolution hezre 5 we are concerned V;r.lth a
legislation and my submission ig that there is no necessity for this legislation.
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, it Leeulation, 1886
o . 8- ogan sxarm Land and Revenue Regulation, '
- s -7 ]t - % J el 1..0038 : ahed -
I'he amendme nt is :ri_:.x.f in ‘}'u' : A n Land hev aeeir the words “Pros
for the words “Chief Commissioner wltcrever they T ”“i“("d is
s i 3 1 . sesvestielrTICT3 } » S
vincial Government' shall be substituted Phe amen M]\f“ II Kheuddin
) . . 1 v ssredecessor iy office Mzr. Fa

UNDECeSSArY a8 11 Wwas ;,1””11111 ot mis it (deCeSSor 11 011G livr or !,”§Nj
Ali Ahimed in course of a debate in the last Budget Session. i : l':‘r.'fr
g § 1 2 } ram Lag Pa
amendment had already been made in a notification 1 the 0 24 (;i' ('h('
e : - waril . . v (31314 b e P s {10 LN -
Then, Sir, this amendment  will not b appropnate to s¢ :.., il Commis-
s iy . pe 2 4.4 ne i} 4 Ak <

Assarm Land Revenue Regulation Section 29 sas [

ibi } i { -} !HI revenue

E Ihiener 14 riy iy lems 1 wintch the L.l
. ay ake rules preseribinge the Principics o Wi ‘
sioner may m k I 4 ! ; sesclitio on which, settle-
333 SRR R L8 ) e
Seitiement Olhcer 18 o

: : i } { { aimgrrnerit” Now under this
cpe C sanclion his rates and inethod Ol asscssinent - .
report for san I | i o been ndli

”:mi.”“ ”'I. the Assam [.and !{l--_,"tx.!h-. i‘f,.;.-,xl.':!i- n a distinct :1:"; The land
by the Government of Assam and that is Rule 19, Rule 19 says 3
2 _ { any Jease shall be determined by such general
revenue pavable on account of any lease shall be determined by . " ehall
orders, etc.” They provided that the minimum assessinent of an “'&t_'”." Sl I
be Re.l in the Assam Valley districts and annas 8 in the Surma Valley ‘lml
Hill Districts. What mv hon. friend wants is an amendment of R'?"' .IU and
not an amendment of f—lf'(/lil)li 29 because in that section only 5"‘”50})]0 ol
assessment is fixed and it has been left 1o Rule 19 (o prescribe the mllll“"lf"-
So, 1 think for an amendment of the rule wh t is required 1s an “”"T'(i!'_]( n;
of Rule 19, and for that I think mvy hon. friend should have come forwarg
with a resolution and not an amending Bill of this nature. A resolution 1s
also not essential, if the Government undertake to look into this matter. bf’
my request to the hon. mover is 1o withdraw this Bill and to come forward
with a resolution for amending Rule 19 of the Assamn Land Revenue Manual
on the lines advocated by him. g
Now, as regards the merit of the motion, the attitude ol this Govern=

ment is still open.  The Government of 1927 and 1928, which has been
referred to, opposed this resolution and since then Government had had no
materials before them to reconsider the matter.  The arguments that were
advanced by the Hon’ble Mr. Botham against that proposal have not lost
their force yet.  If ] may be allowed to refer 1o some of those arguments,
hC‘_ pointed out that this minimum assecssment discourages taking up of
minute portions of Jand. He also submitted that cvery separate account
Increases the work of compiling and maintaining the records and of colle({t-
ing the revenue. S0, considering the additional cost that is involved in
maintaining the record and colfccting the revenue on a large number of
minute estates, it cannot be held that rupce one is excessive as a4 minimum
assessent,

I'hen, much stress has been laid by the last speaker on uniformity. He
says that, because the Surma Valley has got a minimum asscssment of
8 améaﬁ,' th!"C should_hc a similar reduction in the Assam Valley also.

K ﬁjut GA.UI}I Ig\.TAN'rA TALUKDAR : That is not my contention,
ir, Y contention is that the same fair an | equitable trcatment should be
given to the people of the Assam Valley.

. The Hon’ble Kban Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Yes,
his argument comes to that. In this connection I might rcler him to the
qrg‘urr:‘cnt tha§ was advanced Ly Mr. Botham in 1927 and 1928. He said,
.‘D-lr‘,— the minunum assessment in the Surma Valley is due to special condi-
tions which exist th.crc and which do not exist in the Assam Valley. Itis
closely connected with diflerences in the revenue history of the two valleys,
In the Surma Valley the settlements were made in many cases with groups
of cultivators and such estates have been split up at successive settlements

has to be assessed, the terin for which, and the
ments are to be made, and the manner in which the

~
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into smaller estates settled with individuals and in some cases, 1111 faﬁsomi;
large number of cases, the resulting estate is very small mfic'cs ! K gt
many cases, although the settlement groups still exist, so fm‘ Asld e ey
cultivable land is concerned, individual members of the groups .h~o 1 in ey
own names very small parcels of land on which they have their \(?mcini "
Then again, therc is a diﬂirrcnr; system in the two valleys in tl}t? tr‘e.\.fmclnve
waste land. In the Surma Valley waste unculp.xrablc lands all\\:lr?s -1;111:1
been leased out at nominal rates of revenue sometimes as low as\lla .:lin-‘hq\re
or one anna a bigha. In the Assam Vfl“cy waste uncultu.ra.bl? tzimfs L;lti-
not been leased out at all—waste land is not [(1:15&1 out Lllltll.lt is fit for c]iu"1
vation, and then it is leased out at a 10\\_' rate of revenue, but sfnll nf)t a noln 1d‘5
rate of revenue ..... 7 It would be possxb_lc in the Surma Valley to' 10 e
bighas of land yet on a strict calculation of rent to pay only t“O\fmh
and a half. That of course \\'9111(:_1 not be possible in the  Assam at(?’
Those, Sir, are the reasons wl}lch in \thc pastvha\'c been cons}der.ed to Rxs '\ 21
a lower minimum assessment in the Surma Valley than obtains in the :;au'
Valley. But he says this much that— If any great value is 'dtt:l(.:h.t. 0
uniformity, I think there is a better case for raising the eight annas minimum
in the Surma Valley to one rupee than for reducing the one rupee rate in
the Assam Valley to eight annas . ]

Mr. Scott also in that connection said as follows :—* [ havewonly two
small points to mention in the consideration of this resolution. I he first 1s
to point out a further difference which arises hctwecn. the S_urma Valley and
the Assam Valley and that is the method ol collection of small dues. In
the Surma Valley collection is and has always been almost entirely through
the Tahsildars and the staff of a tahsil office and it has always been found
less difficult to collect the small sums than the mauzadars would find in the
Assam Valley. In the Assam Valley the mauzadari system has beqll adopted
for many other advantages than those connected with collection of the reve-
nue. But I submit, Sir, that we have to consider the position of: mauzadars
in collecting a very large number of these sma!l sums. I thlvnk, Sx.r, that the
mauzadars would find a great deal more difficulty in col}ectmg a large
number of eight anna pieces than they would in collectmg a similar amount
in rupees. They will have to pay more for it and they will get less from jt.>

Now another argument—a ve‘ry sul?stannal argument—oput forward
by Mr. Botham is that, if the Government is to lose a portion of their reve-
nue, however srnal.l that might be, it also means that the overnment il
have to reduce their expenditure to that extent. He SAYS— Tt g 1\\1
a small proportion of the revenue, but we cannot get over the f Y only b.e_
we are to reduce our revenue by a lakh, we must  reduce act tha.t, if
also by a lakh of rupees every year » our expenditure

Now my submission is, Sir, that thege objecti
as yet. But the Government will not take up th
that were supplied to the hon. mover iy repl
September, 1927 have become too old now to g
ment cannot accept the proposal without exa
ments involch in this I?fopo.sa], So, with
commitmepts .mvolved in this proposal, they have already called f §
from the district officers and from the Compnicc: Y called for figures

missioner, which have not reached
them as yet. Assoon as the f

gUres are available, Gover i
. i e rnment will re-
examine the whole question in the y moters Jeriaike,

. light of the hon
And if they decide to make the minimum assessment uniform at the rate of

eight annas, they will have no difficulty in amending rule 19 of the Assam

Land Revenue Manuz_tl. In view of this I humbly  request the hon.
mover to withdraw this Bill at this stage.

ons have not los

. t their {or
at attity orce

de now. The figures
Y 10 a question by him in
o by. he present Govern-
mining the financial commit-

VIEW to  know exactly the
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a point ol information
are  settled in the Surma
and that in the Assam
the Hon'ble Minis-

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: On
Sir. The Hon’ble Minister satrd that waste lands
Valley and charged at a verv low rate of revenue
Valley the waste lands are not so settled May I inform ;
ter that in the Assam Valley large arcas of land lying under water and ‘f“m
for cultivation have been settled with the raivats and revenues  arc realised
without any concession being shown ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: It
may be so, Sir, but I was quoting Mr. Botham's.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR - May we not expect to un-

derstand from the Hon'ble Revenue Minister what 1s the present state of

affairs ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I
have no information, Sir. i
will be

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : If the Government t
plcased to inquire, and if it be found that waste land is also being rh;uuct! s
the Assam Valley, will they be pleased 1o exempt them from assessment ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mau'vi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Yes,
enquiries will be made, if the hon. member so desires.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA - s it not a fact that the Hon’ble
Rf:V(:nU(: ,\-/Iinis(cr was a party to the resolution moved in 1928 to do away
with the disparity ? Is it not a fact that all the objections raised by Mr. Scott
and Mr. Botham failed to convince the Hon'ble Minister at the time
}'vhen h{f was an ordinary member like ourselves ? It scems to me that there
I8 truth.n.l the saying that whoever goes to Lanka becomes a Rakshyasa. It
18 surprising that his clevation to the present position has changed his  angle
of vision. I I
o th:"f Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : This

at Lsay. Government will further examine this proposal.

Sip. i1x. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : 1 risc, Sir, to support the Bill
> Tls quite ’(fl(:in‘ from the Statement of Objects and Reasons...... . ...

Gt 2 he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'I'o support the motion for considera-

Objei\gf- (I;r.?g!)YANATH MOOJKERJEE . Yes, Sir.  T'he Bill has two

Hon’ble Rcvm:S V(:l\r/{/ mnocent. This has already  been adopted by the

that poing e e | linister. So I think it is useless to explain or go over

The Ho Y’]r)rim e.

Mr. BA?DY?\SZ:'[?II.;EAKER : _T'he operative clause is No. 4.
referring 1o the chay, . rl\/l}OOKERJEI:] : ‘I',xz‘xctly SO, Sir, ’I)ut 1 was on_ly
Government’, This %q “).1 ‘t‘lc words ‘(._.hu:I Ciommissioner to ‘I’rov.mcull
be.en gazetted also. liulisfi o l})ccausg this has already l)cen.admlttgd ; it has
IT{Iﬂimum revenue, Tt s ll(,tm 1¢r point ‘that the Bill is trying t_() le is the
higher rates wil] automaiic'on necessary, for, as soon as a limit is fixed, the
ﬁx. the rate. It s B0t the L(tny Cﬁmc} down. The Gnvcrpmcnt oll'lgcrs will

will.  But if there are sdﬂi;-i:l?ts-w ](')fﬁx the rate according to their sweet
rate of revenue in some part‘iculm:]ust‘lhlcatwns and proper reasons that the
ment officers are convinced. in thagas,L should be reduced, and if Govern-
fall to a very slich -l case only the Government revenue may
Iy shght extent. I do not find wh the G :

be sympathetic towards those who are reall ! ﬂ~c_. sovernment should not
rent. This Bill is not trying to fix the maximum > (e L gD rate of
need be afraid that th 3 VI 50 that the Government

ey could not increase the revenue of the province
It.d.OC‘S not matter, I think, if one thinks hrmestlyJ what should be tl]é
minimum.  Even il the minimum is fixed at four annas. I do not find wﬁy
Government should be afraid of it.  If the Government officers find that

-
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really there are cases which deserve low rent, 1 think the popular Govern-
ment should volunteer and support this Bill.  But, Sir, what is the attitude
of the Hon’ble Revenue Minister in this simple matter ? He has quoted
many things which took place long ago, but it would have been quite
handsome on his part to enquire into the present position.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: An
enquiry is being made. ]

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JE: Yes, Sir, an enquiry is being
made.  But 1 think, the Hon’ble Speaker will allow me to say that ’thesc
few words—- it is being considered °, ¢ enquiries are being made ® are
ﬁ‘cquvnlly heard in this House but nothing 1s really done. My point 1s
that we should here all accept this Bill.  Government has utterly fi}ll?d to
show any real reasoning behind their present attitude. Here a minimum
only is b'cins; fixed. If there are deserving cases, revenue should be reduced
and I do not see any reason why Government should stand in the way.
So, Sir, I think that hon. members before they decide about the merits
or demerits of this Bill, should take one point in particular into consideration,
namely, that by fixing a minimum it does not necessarily mean that Govern-
ment is going  to lose revenue. -

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : M. Speaker, Sir, I support
the motion for consideration of the Bill moved by my hon. friend Srijut
Kameswar Das. I think that there is much greater relief needed for our
people.  The other day in my speech I said that there were a large number
of people who required real exemption from payment of any revenue what-
soever, in as much as they do not get food for the entire year. If you want to
take away the food of children and parents I do not think you do justice to
them.  Sir, relief sought in this matter is rather very small, and I should
think we should try to give relief in any shape, I mean, exemption from
total payment of any revenue whatsoever to those who own only 4 bighas of
land. With these words, I support the hon. mover of the Bill for its
consideration.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is a misfortune that
my Hon’ble friend Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman who was so
enthusiastic over a resolution moved by me in 1928 to the same effect should
have found it expedient to stand up to oppose a Bill which embodies the
same principle. It is a misfortune that he should have adopted the attitud
of the old bureaucratic Government of 1928, ang should have oppos d he
Bill. He opposes the Bill firstly as regards clause 3 of the Bill ppOI;c =
that there was no necessity for it. My Hon’ble friend has foreot € says
Bill now under consideration was submitted by me in 1‘)(38 ,ullaott}tlzlpd}at .t}ie
1 ] z i c ) < rinciple
involved in that section has only been accepted by the Governmgnt

subsequently, ‘.., after I introduced the Bill, the @
necessary amendment in that section, i overnment have made

I should, therefore, say that I would :
. i not hke to pres R .
this clause. I am ever ready to omit this clause ag thi ebsr. for llnc!usmln 05
therein has already been accepted. 1€ principle 1nvolve

His second objection is th
at the ame ; P
assessment does not come under section 29 ol}dtrlifrlljnnocf ?{\ng theRnnrilr?um
Are ten T » : @ evenue Regulation.
According tolll}lm, section ?:9 1s not the appropriate section. He l%owcver,
does not explain how it is mappropriate.  Sir, I am not a dis’tinguished

Jawyer, but all that I know for the. urpose of thi 9 4 L
i$ the appropriate section, Be this amending Bill, section 29
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forward with a !csulu‘ljt)ﬂ
when we consider
Of course,

I !-hnll"l have come
jut his suggestion loses the force
what effert n rr'fx,nluliull of this k”ui Carrics with the ( '“:“rl”;“:;.lfl; , frcc to
I admit that the Government, under the present Regu i"~ 'ti:»nr 18 that
amend the rule 19 of the Settlement I(t:!r%, but i M )‘!N:i(;(l as carly
although this point was raised .uu} a rrm.,]uiluu ll;.liuf‘ r!fl'(»l i.vnl : Vw-'us ot
as 1927 and 1928 and is also before this Assembly for near jv/ 3 Yo in this
Government have not found it fit to take any eps “’h'n\l"-m,m not got
direction. The Hon'ble Minister says ‘,’"'_l Liovermment h:;;ri.ﬂ: matter,
sufficient materials in order to "“”". " -:lldd”i“t-(lﬂ ,-““,”(‘i}:“l‘;i,lll’;:rh;ré knowing
and that they cannot accept the proposal underiying th \ir. Botham, t
fully the financial commitments. He has fully quoted Mr. ;nc;xlion
then Revenue Member of the Old Council, but he h",'c’ forgotten v w—tt in
one point in his speech to which I like to draw his -l“““#"{” ';;) :crhaps
proportion to the total land revenue the amount we should lose will |
not be very much . iz
Now,).r%ir. the Hon’ble Minister has complained that the "mwn:lls,(.?,:f
not before the Government, but I submit that this Bill is before the (’(l“l ave
ment for about a year and a half and by this time Government (:uul.(. ¥ i‘
collected the materials to enable them to come to a definite  conclusion,
they only cared for it. -ged
Now, Sir, by this Bill I do not mean that the extra amount Chmgl
under the rule of the minimum assessment  should be withdrawn wh.Ol]Y'
MY point is this. Suppose in a particular plot of land the rent for a bigha
18 Re.1-4, and suppose there is an estate covering an area of 10 lessas ; then
at the rate of Re.1-4 per bigha the revenue for this area of 10 lessas wou
come to annas two. Under the present rule, the patta-holder has to pay¥
Re.l. If the present Bill is carried, he will have to pay annas eight, 1.6, he
will have to pay annas six extra instead of annas fourteen extra under the
present arrangement. 1 ask is it reasonable to assess a man for annas fourteen
€xtra when he is liable only for annas two ?  Will it nct do for Government
o accept annas six extra, i.e., 300 per cent. in excess ? I would point out that
at the present moment Mauzadari system is in vogue in the Assam  Valley,
under which Government pay commission to the Mauzadars on the amount
0{ actual collection. If the collection s less, Government will pay less. So,
:1;12:,12r£;ﬁem would not lose anything on this account. Further the Govern-
gl prcglgrgtl?icur aﬁ): extra expenditure also er keeping the records bccaulsc
the Sworl Mor::r:)evt Lg(; is the Land Records Staff and that Stafl’ can (hO
Revenue Miniotes ‘:{; : i:l’ when qllcmtu.lg Mr. Botham, my Hon. friend the
existed prior to the la(s.)rrcs r:at take ' it that all those small estates that
It is a well-known facy (f cttlement still continue at the present moment.
act that at the time of the last rescttlement most of the

small estates were amalg:
STI: gamated, and even i all est: i i
1t 1s not the fault of the raiyats., o Sl e s R G

. In certain cases raiyats have got to take
?é’p:;ncfl}llct?(l)(;tsaﬁzcgss1tatec} .On account of the inchase of po?)ulation by
poorest classes of th}é Ea.rt‘tlon- Generz}lly, the small patta-holders are the
not be heavy whil halyats' I also think that financial commitments will

sy wae the number  of people who will be benefited, if this
measure 1s given effect to, will not be small. am ver N that i d
of accepting my proposal to reduce the minimum asse. y sorry a mst_ea;) .
as prevailing in the Surma Valley the Government h sment tof annas eig e
a suggestion that they will not be Very un ave come forward wit

iling i willing to raise the minimum

assessment prevailing in the Surma Valley to the unif : ] i
1110 ;

both the Valleys. rm rate of Re. one in

His suggestion is that
instead of with the Bill.

e
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I would further say that in the old Council the hon. Mr. B}l{.‘OJend}‘a
Narayan Chaudhuri and our late lamented Mr. N. C. Bar-dolm too : pat‘rlt1 in
the discussion of the subject and met all the points raised by1 “e;d cg
Revenue Minister.  All the Indian nnn-olhcm.l members, both electe and
nominated, including the late lzl}ncntcd Hazi ‘Md. Bakth 1.\'Ia7.umd:u‘, an
Srijut Kuladhar Chaliha, voted in support of the resolution. e
Indian member who did not vote in favour of the resolution was

Bahadur Amar Nath Ray. What I want to say is that those members in
the old Council did not vote ior nothing.

The only

So, T hope that after hearing all my remarks the Hon’ble Ministgrs,
Maulavi Munawwar Ali, Srjut Rohini Kumar Chaudl'mn _and ‘)Srl_]ut
Hirendra Chandra Chakravarty }\-’.110 supported my reso!ut§0n in 1928 hon
the point, will reconsider the position and support the Bill instead of, they

being now popular Ministers, taking sides with the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister.

The Hon’bl: Khan Bahadur Maulavi St.\YlDUR RAHMAN 3
Mr. Speaker, Sir, in my last speech T did not enter into the merits of the
motion se much ; I merely rejeated the arguments that were adv_'anccd by
Mr. Botham as lar back as 1928.  Now, my hon. friend also admits that a
considerable change has taken place since. He has no data by which he
could convince me that this proposed anmendment is necessary in the in-
terests of the poor raiy

ats for whom he has shown so much solicitude. There
is one argument advanced that this minimum

assessment has affected the
poorest class. To that I shall again have to quote from Mr. Botham’s reply
in reply to that argnment. < I should like to explain here that we are not
dealing only or even mainly with the extremely poor man who only holds
one or two lessas ol land as might be supposed from the remarks of the
mover and the Hon’ble Mr. Bardaloi. A great many, if not most, of these
pattas on which the mimmum_ assessment is levied are pattas in respect of an
additional amount of land which a raiyat holds in and outside village over
and above what he holds in his own village. Obviously no cultivator a5 a
cultivator can make a living on a couple of lessas of land. Tt is not g fact
that we are grindin_g thc_pnor man down by taking an excessive amount frq
him. Itisa question of imposing a m'nimum assessment on these S(:atteré?i
parcels of land whigh the Same man may hold in a number of dif
villages.” The state of things has now considerably changed st

Now, as a result of the 50 per cent. remission the Go :
a loser of some Rs.12 lakhs. So it is time that Goy er
and consider whether they should again commit themg
mission of Tevenne by ﬁmng th(j mum of assessment at eight ann: ; “;
is for this and this alone that Government will h Ak
the matter ......

ave to be very cautious in

vVernment jg already
nment shoylg Pause
elves to g furth

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOQKER EE . t . a 'k
equity and everything ? J At the sacrifice of Justice,

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur

Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: And
they are swayed by these considerations and they are again enquiring into
the matter and calling for figures, so that they may know the exact position.
I hope the hon. mover of this Bill will take us into his confidence. If we
find that the amount of revenue that

we will have to sacrifice is not consider-
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: al 5 s to amend the Rule, as has
d e (& POV [ wi]l take steps o
able 'n surely Government _ - mend | R ot
':'l dtih b«‘:'u ‘1)surrd by me So I think in view of this assurance the 0
already CCI1 ASS Y . | surs
"l”\'f’r)will not feel inclined to press this motion for consideration

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ shall now put the question. The
question is—- L
““ That the Assamn Land and Revenue Regulation (Amendment) Bill,

" . 2 ’
1938, be taken into consideration.

‘I'he Assembly divided.

Ayes—42

1. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 22. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmah.
2. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda. 23. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah.
3. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjece. 24. Srijut Mahadev Sarma.
4. Babu Balaram Sircar. 25. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.
5. Srijut Beliram Das. 26. Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.
6. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi. 27. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.
7. Babu Bipin Beharj Das. 28. Srijut I’nrmn:m‘:m(l:t Das.
8. Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi, 29. Babu Nirendra Nath Deb.
9. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta 30. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.

Chaudhur;i.

31 Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
32. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.
33. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.
34. Srijut Ram Nath Das,

10. Srijur Debeswar Sarmah.

11. Srijut Ghanashyam Das,

12. Srijut Gaurj Kanta Talukdar.
13. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.

14. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan,

15. Babu Harendra 3
Chaudhyrj. Narayan 37. Babu Shibendra Chandra

Biswas.
38. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed,

39. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mabh-
mud Alj,

40. Srijut Bidesh;j Pan Tanti.
20. Babu Kaminj Kumar Sep, 41

35. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua.

36. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

16. Srijut Jadav Pragag Chaliha,
17. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
18. Srijut Jogesh Chandra Gohain,

19. Srijut Kameswar Das,

. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.

21. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy, 42. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.
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Noes—52
L. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid 23. Maulavi  Ashrafuddin Md.
Sir Muhammad Saadulla. Chaudhury. .
2 The Hon'ble Srijut Rohisi 24. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
Kumar Chaudhurt. 25. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munaw- 2¢. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
war Ali. 27. Maulavi Muhammad Magqbul
4. The Hon’bl® Srijut Hirendra Hussain Chaudhury,
Chandra Chakravarty. 28. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia,
5. The Hon’ble Khau  Sahib 29. Maulavi Mabarak Ali.
ém“l‘wl ..‘\md“bb“. Mussiin 30. Khan  Bahadur Maulavi
) 'hauc““f“‘ tahendr Mufizur Rahman.
6. rz{“;u}l{gl;hh{ Dr.  Mahendra 31. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar.
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul 32. 1\{1;1“!"‘,“ Namwar Ali Bar-
Matin Chudhuri. . lelsa: S :
) 33. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 3, N )
Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. 4. l\gi}(‘;law Sheikh  Osman Al
. S . o adagar.
9. The Hon’ble Z\'IISS”I\LL\ is Dunn, 35. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Aby
10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Nasr \d. Waheed.
Brahma. 36. Mr. A. H. Ball.
11 Sl\/r?auntdal Jogendra Narayan 37. Mr. A. F. Bendall,
: 38. o :
12. Babu Kalachand Roy. ;9 11::; II:I \D'V BlcmlelhaSSCtt.
13. Maulavi Abdul Aziz. ’ L Tawson.
14. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chau 10- Mr. W. R. Faul,
. Maulavi : ~
dhuri. 41. Mr. D. B. H. Moore
15. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan. 42. Mr. C. W, Morcly
16. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul 43. Mr. R. A. Palmer
Majid F)haudhury. 44. Mr. A, Whittaker
17. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 45. Mr., Benjamip il Mo s
18. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf. 46. Srijut Bhairal, Ch Omin,
19. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam. 47. Srijut Bingd andrgy Dag.
20. Maulavi Dewan  Muhammad Sarwap ¢ Kumg, J.
Ahbab Chaudhury. 48. Rev. L
. ' Gatphoh
21. Mau.lav1 Muhammad Amir- 49. My, C. GOldSmith
udd 50. Mr. Jobang p, pp
22. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad 51. Sritut 1 . Marak,
Al Jut I\horsmg Teran
52. Srijut R B g
abi Chandyy Kachari
The motion was negatived
Adjournment.

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch ti]] 2 p.m,
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(After Lunch)
* THE ASSAM ESTATL ACQUISITION BILL, 1940

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: With regard to Mr. H.n'(l&'-l"'"‘:;
Mookerjee’s Assam Estate Acquisition Bill, 1940, no ,,.,,,“m,(-”.l.mn.ll 1:‘::‘(1
sanction have been recrived from His Excellencey the Governor as '”"1 Bill
under Sections 82 and 29903 of the Government of India Act, DO this
cannot be taken up. _

‘]‘}lc”. .\'1!‘. (:}l;l“(l}{ to maove }lis motion,

THE ASSAM MATERNITY BENEFI'T BILL, 1940
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ beg

for leave to introduce the Assam Maternity Bencfit Bill, 1940,

to move

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Moaotion moved-

“ That leave be granted to  introduce the Assam  Maternity Beneh
Bill, 1940.”

(After a pause)

‘The motion was put and adopted.
The Secretary then read the title of the Bill.

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : His Excellency the Governor has
intimated to this Chamber that he has granted previous recommendation to
the consideration of this Bill, under sub-scction (3) of section 82 of the
Government of India Act, 1935.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the Assam Maternity Benefit Bill, 1940, be taken into consideration,
The objects of this Bill are too well-kn wn and too well-recognised
to require any reiteration in this House. My hon. friends are :1w:u‘c.tllat
a very large number of women are cmploy(:d in tea gardens, plantations,
oil-fields, “mines, etc., and I believe the whole House will agree
thag it is impcrativcly necessary that the employment of women in ardllOl_lS
duties in those industrics for a certain period before and after their
Con.ﬁncm.cnt ought to be prohibited. This Bill secks to provide mecans for
;h:‘ﬁ)mflmst.cnan% during that period of compulsory cessation from work.
e Rr(r)nta,l ér, this B'lll has not come a day too soon. 'It 1S years now Fhat
g yvcr (C)lmmls§1on on Lal)ou1_~ in India made certain rccommcnc.latlons
o Govchm eserv}:ng cause and it is indeed very surprising that up till now
lines. ent has thought it necessary to bring up a Bill on these

Tl‘l‘e Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved—

That (he Assam Maternity Benefit Bill, 1940, be taken into
consideration.”’

The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury has given notice of an
amendment to this motion.

* The following pending Bill which was in the list of business before the Assam Estate
Acquisition Bill, 1940, was not taken up as the Member-in-charge was absent :—
1. The Assam Decree Settlement Bill, 1938, by Maulavi Abdul Aziz.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speak-
er, Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Maternity Benefit Bill,
1940, be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon.

I can assure my hon. friend Mr. Chanda that I am moving this
motion with no dilatory intention. The Government is in full agreement
with the object that hon. Mr. Chanda has in view in moving the
motion. The principle that women in that delicate period of their life
should get medical assistance and  maternity benefit will find support from
all sections of the House.  As a matter of fact the Government has given
notice of introducing a Maternity Benefit Bill in this session and the Bill
has been published in the Gazette. 1 would only explain very briefly why
we move for circulation of this Bill. Maternity Benefit Acts have been
passed in various Legislatures in India. Bombay, Madras, United Pro-
vinces, Bengal and Central Provinces—all have Maternity Benefit Acts
passed in their Legislatures. But the applications of those Acts are all
confined to perennial factories that are covered by the Factory Act.
Though there are tea gardens in Bengal, Madras, United Provinces, -
nowhere the operation of the Act has been extended to plantations. In
this Mr. Chanda’s Bill and, I may say, the Government Bill also make a
new departure.  Sir, we have no precedent to guide us in, no experience of
the working of this Act in plantation to give us light in the matter.
I'hat is why it is very necessary that we should be cautious in proceeding
with this measure.  While we are anxious that women should get maternity
benefit, we are equally anxious that our Bill should be based on fuller
knowledge of existing condition in plantation. We are sailing in an
uncharted sea and there are certain dangers which we must guard against.
We must make sure that any hasty legislation may not frustrate the
very object of the Bill. There is this danger that the enactment of a
drastic Act may lead to the curtailment of employment of women labour
in the plantations. This is why we consider that this Bill should be circu-
lated for eliciting public opinion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Amendment moved—

“ That the Assam Maternity Benefit Bill, 1940 :
eliciting public opinion thereon.”. ’ » be circulated  for

There may be a discussion both on the amendment ang Bill
_ 1€ Bill.

Mr. N. DAWSON: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
at a most unfortunate time, for the mem]:
opportunity to examine it or to give it full cq
urgency in the matter, there is no need 1o pass hca(:tls,ldfla.tlon.‘ There is no
ldn passmg'fﬁCh '}eglslatlon will not affect teq qarden) lfbg(;il?tlpn. Any delay
Fgree.t , .te _ ]‘;:a Industry has for long before ;cce t (lin thhe Al
of maternity welfare and has for many years | bted the principle
the care and welfare of expectant ¢en making provision for

e and nursing m ;
that this Bill and. the Government Bill will be oraied S, Lo0e, thetelore

and the interests concerned ma v
: y have full Opportunity t y i
i . o study them in
detail. Mmeover, we consider that before any Bill relating to maternity

welfare is passed or put on 1 ng
consulted. 1 the Statute Book, medical opinion should be

)lfl‘l‘lS Bill has been introduced
rs have not heen given an
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h | circulation of

E KU ARWAN | woant the lation o
oo ! : UMAR J. SAR bere are certain
Srijut BINGD _I\' r dlieitios Bahilic « il B need further exas
this Bill for the purpese of elici :

i ol i D _
by Mr. A. K. Chanda wl ) over, Sify
which have been brought up by M i the peon ¢ concerned Mores . very
ination of the Medical Officers and the peoy e 1 knows ven
mation o 3 , ‘ " o [ | -
'\“11‘ Chanda 15 not 2 medical ran. / = ehie! Phcrefore. Sir, l. e
i . A1 « ; » ( i ‘2 P abiomaret ! . , : X
little about the condition of the 1 '“f'i'a , : J,, for cliciting  opini
S pitat] say that the Bill be circuiated i
i ]]('&'i;,'l‘,“ - e : ‘e ¢ -vl ' § I ﬂ.:vl\( el Lo 0% o1X Pl
the people concerned.  This is what

P ery
feel ven
ep—— r. .\lv l )
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHAMNDA: -_\11' | """‘ { the Government
] ,:'r‘slifu-r] to hear of the benevolent inte “'! o hear from 'ﬂ_l;
s . o ¢ . 1 4 i 150 q il
‘mmt‘ll' “matter but T was not a little SUTRE proeency about “lf
mn 115 Ima ’ gy s byt Te ois o 1 : -ons 0
hon. European member of this House that there | thie pros and cons
. + < . T ict Vi
sure and that they have had no titne to {‘r!...'it WS e
mcas N . .' 4 F 3 i y ] Jaaty L h LA =4 i ‘ 118
this piece of legislation. I'he question ot mal ;- l' 1 hon. nembe ',“l ion
v .Hf’:n herself, 1 arm astonished, therefore, to li!”| ‘IE - pit ce of !t‘i’.l"ln“.n '
NGO el > LS & . 1 this 4
; : [ lea to retard 1 he, 1.6,
House standing up with this sort of pica to L inovinee ol Lahe-Lahe, well
It has been often remarked that fssam | I ]‘. arc at any ratc ¥ n
20 stcady  Our Furopean friends in this  House o epislatio
£ J pl('-"

15 as ~ternal as
1

. < icce of 1
Fosscssed by that spirit.  That = v.i'}" Wh;‘.{ ',.“ (ll ;l:'-l;‘;ulpllnlx with “."‘ X
comes up before the Heise our Furopean filen o any hasty legislation.
that we should go slow and that there je no need  for ,.,u.y(l since the Royal
Be that as it may, I submit, Sir, that years ln-, ve pass 1l;i~; matter and it
Commission on Labour made certain recommendations -.HI s Governments to
is as I said, Sir, surprising that it id ;or stiike l’“‘\“’;';m,(,\,(.l.’ Sir, very
place this sort of legislation on the Ctatute book. | ey 'll' conversant with
much grateful to hear that the precent C.overnment is _l""“;’”_ trying to d(:..'ll
thie problem involved in these discussior s and !'hut 'h(,) : ho hesitation in
with itin a Sympathetic manner. Therefore, Sir, 1 }'}‘l‘w' ‘ble  Minister-in-
accepting the amendment brought f-l)l'\\..'l!'(l by .llu: .(_ml
charge for the circulation of the Bill to clicit public opinion.

. ) speak on
Mr. A. WHITTAKER I\,h.. SI".:[]\»C'-’ Si], | Jll.‘il want to SPe 1
one point raised Ly Mr., Chanda.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Ny, Charda has already "‘?C"Vt(]’f] ,‘ll};e
amendment for circulation. I will ask the Hon’ble Minister to fix a date y
which the opinion has to he obtained.

The Hon’ble Maulav; ABDUL MATIN CHFAUDHURY : By the 31st
August, 1940,

The Hen’ble the SPEAKER - Then T am putting the amendment.
The question is—

¢ 'I'hqt the As_sam Matcrnity Benefit Bill, 1940, be circulated for
cliciting public opinion thereon by the 31st August, 1941.”

The motion was adopted,

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA . I have got just one humble

request to make.  When the copices of this Bj]] arc circulated, will Govern-
ment do me the honour of consulting me in the matter »

The Hon’b.le Maulavi ABDUIL, MATIN CHAUDHDRY: I shall be
& lad to do so, Sir,
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GHANASHYANI DAS: Sil". 1 h(‘vg {0 move f()r lC'J\"(‘. {o in-
Srijut ‘ . ANAS ety
u'nduccjth(‘ Assam Temple Entry Bill, 1940

“R: ’t think this prayer for leave
Y e SPEAK®*R: T don’t \ for

s ll.’lon ?!tc tl-ﬁ’:lel<‘51it‘!l is: “That leave be granted to introduce
is at all objectec 0. : Question 4
the Assam Temple Entry Bill, 1940,

. 1 ras ted.

I'he motion was adop ) -

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill.

'mber is to move that
> PEAKER: The hon. mem

The Hon'ble the S_ -

the Bill be taken into consideration.

: oo 7 he Assam
S: Sir. T beg to move that t
e HANASHYAM DAS: Sir. T be
Tcmﬁll?l‘?lzzﬁ Bill, 1040, be taken into consideration.

. simple Bill, I am going to introducc_. lhoru}ili\ %lnl:
iy fhinie s sy - ‘ in 1a.  The province of Madras

Bill s‘“t 3Lh":mc in Assam it is not new in .In.(h.%. .lh(. Pl‘gl\]io(‘ Aoy SRS

1 2 o “‘“l is Bill turned into law and it is in action in s > pe

1as seen this

province,

Tt h the circumstances which necessitated th.e mtrog}u:t.lon of
is Bill in “C- are wt similar in Assam  and though the arjjan i
o . i e “In(:k\\'zu'd as in Madras and though the High
class Hindus da rae: i?lcct‘ the Harijan in our province and lhoug‘_h we all,
S g iudms g HO: }1:1“ - Hindu or low class Hindu, stand in equal
ththerI Sn.Ca”(‘-d) 11;:}&;]!\.". vet I bring this Bill to remove t! e last stigma
status mean  pr Bl o L o i '
:lttat;cl;cd to the conservatism in .rcllgmn 1111.;&:‘1:1; L
Sir, this Bill is a socio-religious ](-)11.(:‘ ; I(ﬁc;i; ,5 )]);15(:(-1 b
‘. Unlike the West, thc\p() itics in 2’ is S i
eolouring. The polit cal freedom and .t}}f. Indepenc ence :
it should be so. The ]_’. “1al customs and religious distinction to a certain
been so delayed by the b()("(:'lt\» an inferiority and superiority complex sirong
AL 'd‘:stn-lctt‘l‘n-‘n :‘ilt);‘ c;nnpl(‘x on the part of our .Har.ijan brothers is
the Hindus. The 111 (.l"f) >f thelr economic life. So, this dlstin(‘.tion must
detrimental 1o the b‘l.ufntl means that he must be free politically, economij.
be rcmov_ed- ’_TO lb?s‘]li:vi(‘)usly. The religion is the thing which tcaches g
aally, socimily -‘“,Kinl LGT)(J and the identity of the other fellow brotherg Srs
maclll hls’TIig:n;:?is taught his own (‘(]ua_llty with OFhCI“S. rl_ﬁhf: temples —
c((;)lolsi.dcred to be the scats of God  This is the belicf. This ig

as no political
veligion and
in India has

ij hers also. Th; Bealiae s the convic-
ion ol our simple minded Harijan brothers al s0, : us belief exisgs among the
lo - - » " -
(Chistians, Mussalmans, and the Hindus though ip (hifcrem sha

ifferent forms. So, there stand the Churchcs,
dlﬂ‘gfristinns Mussalmans and the Hindus respe
fOrcqlliccd in’thc finite form inside the te
lcsorm:nl;nitics of Hindus. ‘T'he Churches
The Mosques  re opened to all the

pes and
e Temples
mfinite Goa
rent sects and

I\I.osqncs and
Clively, The
mple by (e diffe
are opencc!‘to all the Christians.
Mussalmans. I'hen, Sir, Wwhy the gates
of the Hindu temples should be_s}mt to some of the indu brothers ?
I have searched for reasons In re_llgl_on and soclety, hut cannot decipher the
e it. It 's neither justified from the Standpoint of humanity,
equity nor religion. First let me take the Standpoint of religion. The
principle of Hindu religion is as vast, as immanent ‘and as transcendental
as the God Himsell. It includes all forms of worship ])rcgnmn_l%' feom the
worship of the sun ang the moon _to the one ,GOd'. The Hindu 'kelgﬁin
covers all torms of worship.  Everything is sanctified L 3 ha R (l)c their
Nagioa s oy A, el s ' ol G
Namghosa written by the Mahapurusha Sree )
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that—* 4@ Zi4 «@l& 52 >{t o1 }‘“‘.'f‘i", “|r4. "(ITE ot zm) oo miarsd J9A4 *—
The utterance of the name of Han onoccn Ao sy w th so voluminous of
$1nNs, “'}li(:h CANNoOL eversn lse corpmspgnttedd E:WIUf:r«!-, of sinners. Iln\i(i(‘
the templ  stands the symbol of Hars .nd [ares an some form or other
be it noted  here th t Siva, Durea, R.u“!.l-}\‘nkhll.h
the inearnations of

worshipped. Sir,
Bishhu and Gdpala are all
CGod thie Almighty, and this is

[':lﬁlr 35‘:1 “'»li Ii’ﬂ v Jdrc {1
the principle ol Flindu gsh:!uuu;»hx

helieved by
God have

a the incarnations ol

almost all the | indus. In the Namghos
been divided into ten avataras: “‘'®e¥i, 3%, S4i¥E, 9 $a wama'w g9 R
?MW, E].’:’;{. '3')' 7:-(7 i W \',;":',o/ ‘,'{.j':' X FRoNre .‘;';".g“ A o

the Gods that are 'n.a-,p(l to in the Hindu lr:np'r,\.

temmples of Assain. ‘1 'his history
j development of
history and
with the
[rn Assam
7 aish-
hiya

Now, Sir, thesc arc
Sir, thiS I'li“ ‘i'i ('l)ll('(‘!'“('(l A_.'i”l li“_
of the temples of ,l\%’-l{llll is the history ol the religious
Assam. Sir, we t.h‘. legislators are not much concerned with the
so I leave the history to the antiquarians. We are concerned
customs prevailing in the temples and the furms of the temples.
there arc tl”-'(-f: (:u]ls'()[ religion.  The Siva cult . Durga cult and R
naba (:ullI.) Ill(; \{.u.‘;lnmyu cult has two m.ain divisions the ‘\j.‘h‘.”"”.“s
and 't]llw ﬂ.“x‘(r.n:)(c nrnxl, .llu- H:zn‘rlc-\-;x cult being included in the Damodariya.
¥ w‘x o "‘th(’- i-;y l]m-t the Hindus are following these cults form different
sects lamn'n]g/\qs;.ml'mm‘fj' Accordingly, Sir, there exists different forms of
tcrnp c:g 1;” tﬁ‘(-‘ ,,,.;::f‘."( ;-“;” to the different aesthetic culture of the differ-
Cntlb((.':.’r;,m,,“:(.g‘ %ir I-f.” ””" |'H'rfnl'ln.'1n((~ of their different  religious rites
an rle il i '- f( ) . ' ’rl we (llvl(](- llu- “.'“Pl'.:’ ill Assatn illl() (‘l;l_\'h'iﬁ('&l“ﬂlls,
we fin iree forms o temples. I Kamakhya, Sakti is worshipped Sakt
Kali or Durga ; . ; amakhya, Sakti 1s worshippec. 7
means a ga and in Umananda and sucl ber Sjva temples
ome symbols of Siva are mananda ans SHUeh other Siva  tempie
b C st o W””'”l)])"d- In .‘W:lll:lpurslnyu t(-m])lt's like
that at Barpeta, Modhupur, Bordowa i A : o ks ]
at. Satra, Bigraha s = D owa in Damodariya’s such as Dakhsin-
ooy l.lf r(n,ls nf’ﬂu-m(]wh' worshipped or only Nam hir on is held. These
are all Zo1 L5 mples i Assam.  The gates of all these te s should
al : e gates of all these e mples should
he opened to all the Hindus., 1 h: . 4 -
the Bill who arc the ”inlu ive stated clearly in the provisions of
» dus and who should get access into the temples.

Sir, formerly the te - ]
of socict,y and rg’lif;ion(ni]pl(x of Assam were open to all. In the formation
Olasses, who have now n(n : ssam,  the so-called depressed  and hackward
cxtcnt’if aot more with :1;1 ":tll')’ into a temple, have to labour to an equal
- Mahapurush Sankar I)):’-l'l lf‘,l‘ S()-.(',Zl“(f(.l high classes. Four hundred years
javan Jike Jayahari Ata, a M) was quite alive to this fact and it is why even a
and a Kachari like Iiam /I\ItE i BOL’,‘i Ata, a Bhot like Damudar Ata
society with full rivhts and ]-Id were given equal status in his religious
and after him they were the lr)(frtl.cs and they were his favourite disciples
right is denied. This rcstrirtri),)C(lq}’(:rS ol Mahapurishiya religion. Now this
temples has created an arisu)(-,-,n is a recent growth. The property of the
been using the gates of th- (::.IC class or say conscrvative class which has
clusive use. These aristccratic r}’)‘é)(:ml as means or commodities for their ex-

ple are no others than the Sabayats,

Mohunts or the Bhakats. — Fornery, )
temples- Niskar grant or Nisf.kh;j Y these people were in the service of the
raj grant was made in the name of these

for the ma:intenancc of the te

& ings of Cooch-Blhm‘ and these q;ant:nl)llfts »by the Ahom Kings or the
.©" These grants are piofitable ; s have been accepted by the British

Ilzl?s.c classes. This financial sta;;;m()}?;? to the temple, which means to

zomple" of the'if sj()c‘ia]rs)t.a}n'ls and the rigéht ((:‘rrc?ltse:l olfnth;];:r? . SI.lperi”lri'iY

Civate propertlt,s or ages has created a custom valet for thrcx.l(]emp'llt‘nlsi.sslt Kil(;

P Ve moved: . 1is shou

classes
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Sir, the onward march of society and the freedom for religion do not
want jt. ¢ is not sanctioned by the sense of equity and justice also.
he temples are maintained from Government grants in which jevery man
of the society has a right, and this right is meaningless unless 1t 1s assoclat-
ed with the duty. Human nature is generally selfish. The privileged classes
Wil not yield to open  the gates. The legislators, Sir, are the custodians of
the rights and duties of the people of Assam. The privileged classes
11"}.\'(- usurped the right i!lcg;llly. I'his illegality has the sanction of the law.
Wil they not remove it
~ From the standpoint of religion 1( 18 not justified. From the st.zmd-
Point Oft:quul right- ~the common right n.( hum:ulity-._it iIs not il_lstlﬁcd.
For the sake of x:i‘_{hf- that is the common right, which'is the birth-right of
evVery man the lc‘mplv cates should be opened for all.

Sir, T am a high class Hindu.  God has given this right to me and
none can dare to shut the gate against me. But | have been very much
Pained by the high-handedness of the aristocracy or the privileged classes. I
Will cite one instance. Mahatma Gandhi when he went to Barpeta was
I‘Cf'u§Cd access to the Barpeta Kirtonghar with his followers, who were

Arljans. s it not painful that such a pious man holding such a position
<. 10t to speak of India, but even in the whole world  should be so refused ?
', I will cite another instance. By this I draw the attention of my
2on’ble friend Dr. Mahendranath Saikia sitting in the Government Bench.
Ourteen years ago the people of Bhakatpara, the kith and kin of my {riend
I. Saikia, were refused to hold Nam Kirton with the high class Hindus.
ost]::;;l](::t p‘?’infg! 9 Ilcw( thi§ x_lh;l}fm‘ to my friend l)r. .Saikin and th2
: gislators of his class to arswer.  Sir, in the Doul festival at Barpeta a
e S o L il Db conmos b s i e,
¢ Sz S r s Z words, entry to the
Irtonghar.  You cannot look at their eyes when they return with tears run-
ning down their sad faces. Sir, here in this House we the legislators stand on
an equal footing. I cannot as a man see any distinction betwc?n my friends the
Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Brahma, Mr. Rabi Kachari, Mr. Rohini' Chaudh i
and myself., We stand on an equal status and if T look to their faces I v,
SOrry to say that my appearance is not very beautiful as compared w(ith tl oy
If we can hold an equal position in this Hon’ble House, T can; t P
reason for any difference when we are outside. If my Hon’l,)le frs c;o See any
goes to Barpeta, he will find n» access into the temple ther (in b bz}]kla
Mr. Rabi Kachari wants to enter the Barpeta temp] be ¢. If my friend
Pie, he will alg, gct no

access there. Is it not painful, Sir, and is it not } T

distinction remain ?  Should he not feel it ? Sllélllllllclilll}dtmg ?  Should this

it 7 No matter, Sir, their sympathy with me fo, their lg DOt try to remove

classes will suffice. I am a high class Hindu, 1 st Cpressed ang triba]

give them. I bave a duty. I should perform that c110u1F1 8ive what I ¢ap
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Oy 5 e o

my hon. friend allow the members of tﬁglllt of mformation, Sir.

such as Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, entry MUhammadan
Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS : 15} . !

have access to the Kirtanghar. . e claims to

I feel my own right,
a representative of both hj

Will
COmMmunity,

; gh class and | .

; . S an 0

The high class Hindus haye usurped the “;i(g:l}?tss (E.t{n]lg\lts (():]f myﬁp%stitucn,ﬁ)lr.
vV ass inaus. e

stigma of my class is the o
e g o) yo?n o b nisftl‘gma of my own individuality. I try to remove
brain with any oot rom this stigma ? Sir, I do not like to tax vour
: . . g > < AX
y 1brous reasonings or lengthy arguments. The rea}s,ons
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are there in the Bill, The statement thet: an the 1l [ hieold it before you
Discuss 11, accept it it Dthie, or throw it e ‘ v I have done
my cduty [ t 7.'1;5. iy Chihirasts T O RN R L ' bead m th I. irapcdn .”C"(:h
shall hxu no object; to i, My ANeoslens friend il have no objecuon to
it. T'his re ts with :/-:'f; the hueh ciass and lose class FHhindus among the legis-
lators. Thisis a test {for the Conere rrind ! Lral 100 the
non-congress high class Hinda member J eharnsk thev would wh lehearteds

; e : ; 1y tor taking the
ly support it. With thewe few words, [ cong Tude 0y peech lor Lakmg

Bill into consideration. )
'I'hc 1'1()""')1(: the Sl’l'»:&ﬁl?l( ] Motion ;;;“.. 1} . ) i .
“That the Assam Temple Entry Bill, 1940, be takeninto consideration .
Srijut SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA : #-'(« zg=u %4 [0 (7

- e , « r - e . v w® 2§ TIK s Eiq
6% Temple Entry Bill «1 sifseq 20g94q “aug stie legislation 4 514) 15978 +fa3

o I /» : 9 p , R s rtsd
”i’zﬂ’ﬂ (.0':5 i 13 “lei ¢ AM e BITSILY (:«-y‘-f'. tad ‘el s (7040 HEt g GF & &'!2,1
a . 4 =
1NE Titlese Aam7 1 tren S HAa?A  reAtA3 3o T 3 qm ey Wl il
g€ 44%] bire A 44l ~ A1 4} L £ H¥ %o (& . Az iv ¢ L) Lo L
z ’ : 2
(RCELTG AT {4 eo +1% 1@1 HaY *Ga st 914« “qfora =tis 414 “1e4d
’ i hge oprtarrrey ' ! : < ety fFagt
THIA ST WA W44 s parant =@ Sgiq awca zod afudy corad fant
zd1Z{snfes - iy P pre { srie KT
Farz{zafe ste Sise wsmave wa fowgre fam aarrfon | wife SAR
e dTE, BT 5t 7 - poer . { o fre1® «
fewas = TI ClLace sy BWus(y cqAy qas arfsa - %194 sqag] “fora® =1fy
5 Ne LR
AT faaza =1 oty if#&ee
CAZ(D] C1 1474 1€ | T iz E;;:f.‘- Fiofq sl (5 |eiG g ’11("]‘5'3 'ﬂﬂ

1313 (37w @Ffame afacn | argee) mmgesia au care cama | wfe g9
qud R 1% ‘lx’l el4 3] n1Ad Llgajyre ?.’-""'.‘9 Cq dEI% "”"'hl"z f.:(_)'ij 5«
ARIFT W wi{e 5109 o052 “f9

42 #fama fapsana oo

W G fafr | gareza 947 {479 w14 f(aal za “tcaca ? 45 @2
Bill siziofst afa<e 350

Awa =g i3 wfenacs: 8154 TR A (3
Giraage fafufs B FarPorren o o s | ,
fiowa et 1w fafars e g arap Cutel o cecqfafte wfwaq drqad
. R P R P P
: WAt f4m {2 sarer stedim cira 4%y B B4
SAE 4l Afsfafy 2s 25t

2 AT ZY bwdd 4wdt 9 wwme | A% RIS
% Afwara faaps 114 Coraere faay

i1 {vsas Afras ge 4fa sze afacg,

Aemacdca f g @41 940701

AQ
(e
L‘l
i~

N
[

g @tacq ca wsita colfataiza cacaf- Bes Bl

I
Y
-~

doq vfazer fapAacaca (e

A CEE Sl Afdtaarar coqpar 5 ?ffzrﬂ qu’g to g few @ .
A3 AT A1, Fon R g ”ﬁ"‘iﬂﬂ?{d st fuoaq =a @oa
f5f5 fafae iz wrm »qﬂm S 2 fastra foybl fecasd, cecaels
ST ST @A @M ) 4 gracy setgl siEra fafear @ =@
T2V (7 sfwars a5 #1af =1» za—Baretn (g St To98 W14 @] 81
AN | 72797 =Fzatarg fy i A =iem +fa s 5o G foq

.T?’RF’"T?F G172 a04q ;[f,{]q?,r'i fq GEIGH 45]4 79 2ol e r35§5H3T qe+a SrRe



1940.] THE ASSAM TEMPLE ENTRY BILL, 1940 353
1952 affesrs 14 sja9a A9 AF @qifta svqs psiarare wface | f&-
THE 28T 9] A53 38F, AEAE QAT CTAER 553® %3¢, Toa (a Wi
2 A0S sfaras @ i fosas a=ge s - TIMSLE PN W AT FA

AR OIS WA

AFANT SRty s318 (- ShARMATT HaEng @3 Bill HIUR FE | WE

Mee w7 foy o@weas {-338 a@mga owfer 36 W e ffcs G
AT =Fetel 7 |

9
2
In
‘1
Fay
AM
al
s
|
-~
oY
4
—
|
‘
_‘ 4
AN/
S|
=
=
JI
B¢
P
5

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUPHURI: Mr. .Sl?effkel‘d,
Sir, T beg to move that the Assam 'l‘cn‘lplc Entry Bill, 1()-!-(1), be L‘l‘l:k-ul:lte.
for cli(‘.itinq public opinion thereon before the 1st .-\ugust,‘ i"*“_)- b“_, 1t 15
neediess for me to-sa  that | am in symbathv with the object for which this
Bill has been introduced.  Eve yone likes that a Hindu of any caste or
creed. should have full liberty to worship in any public place of worship.
But, Sir, we shenld not legislate hastily on matters like this, and we should
not try_to remove overnicht oricvances which have lasted for nearly hll!}d-
red }’(::1;'5. M< hon. friend the mover has drafted this Bill rather hastily.

It will appear from a perusal of the Statement « f Objects and Reasons that
the objects which are given there are

in consistent with the contents of Bill,
I would like to draw the attention of thi- House to one most glaring defect
in this Bill. TIn the S ement of Objects and Reasons the hon. mover says
“All the ITindu Temples in Assam of any note were originally given vast
areas of valuable lands in the name of their Shebaits, Mohuntas or Bhakats,
whether in the form ol Dhormotter or Debattor by the Ahom Kings or the
Kings of Cooch-Pehar, either revenue [ree or free of half revenue. The
British Government too in these cases have recognised  those gifts,
and Shebaitas, Mohuntas or Rhakats, are enjoying those benefits of revenue
accordingly in the name of a certain 1dol or religious institution. As
such this is an enjoyment by the Shebaits Mohuntas or Bhakats at
the cost of public revenue of Assam. The onward march of public
opinion in Assam too drma..nds abolition of this  unfair restriction on
some members of _thg I‘Il!ldlz Society, which happen 10 creen into
the society only of late. 1 hpsc members ol the " Hindy Sociéty of
Assam are also sharers of (hat portion o Provineial land revenye rhi

has been sacrificed in the name of the Hii.dy religion and society ',T i
an equitable vievl\:puint‘ this qul]lﬂ!.)?lil) on the part g cortain ‘iect}i(;)r]s ooffo’;.hnelg

. ; e k 7 ? ar 5. S ‘ :
Hindus who are known as Tyans, sheuly |, removed o the sake of

o

L

humanity.” .
So, asfar as I can undcrsiargd from (he
would scem as if the hon. mover tntended 1estrict  the ati .
the late Ah_omﬁ\l‘l’f_ian.ctlsllefcgg::,]JS,ECd by the Brigsh (}overbnment Bulfmmrlla};
do we ﬁnd n the 1 1tse " 1c \\Olcl Sis r] (311] le 3 h. ‘ 3 -
. ¢ o 2 ans ¢ i . . = | as b
e L n'l‘elmb Y plice of public wo}jship or a chlszdeﬁnfc'i Ln
or in any antiex of which, any idol O13hip may be. hept
for P}lblishvgﬁizlglgiﬂ ten;:‘ﬂ}il‘:’\‘ls: will GfTthI) all };la:ses I(;f
e € ADDIe e ; v ot
tz;]r(l)lil’l ,Kings ornot. Toperty given to them by the late
Khan Bahadar Maulavi KER Angap ALL: On a point of informa-
tion.  Will that definition 4154 includ s o % :
ijut ROHINI K HE temples of Private persons ; 2
s.r‘.l“ \ UMAR .(JHAUDHURI: Yes, temples belonging
to private persons but to which Private persons have allowed public to go

bPerusal of g Statement, it

Istons ufthiAs Bill
1]0ys any p
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by this Bill. There arc many private

and worship will alio be covered '
ite all Hindus to go an

temples belonging to richer class of people, who in
attend any festival on a particular day. )

Srijut GI’IANAS}IX'A.\’ I)Jis k l i;r‘ 'lllln‘l’x!d' \f;nj et \vi“ gl!(‘.lﬁ(‘ cile
instances where such temples exist.  Who is such big person who has
allowed his temple for public worship (

Thez Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Therearc
several te nples like that, e.g , that temple the doors of which were opened by
the hon. Leader of the Opposition and which belongs  to Srijut Someswar
Chaudhuri of Gauhau.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Ha:as he not got any Covernment grant
in the form of a Nisf~khiray or Lakhira; ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Absolutely

none. It was originally near the steammer ghat and then removed last year
to Tokobari. It was opened by the then Premier My, Jardoloi. There
are other temples of this nature.  All these temples will be effected by the
provisions of this Bill whereas it will be seen that the hon. mover did not
intend to cover such temples, |

Ccol=

Then, Sir, my friend the mover bas made a stirring appeal to my
league, the Hon’ble Mr. Brahma, to Mr, R. (. Kachari and othérs,
would his Bill help the Kacharis and other animists ?

( A voice :—Certainly). o

In th?s Bill ‘Hindu’ has been defined : ¢ ‘Hindu means one who is
su-ch by birth and religion and one who is a convert into it.””  The animists
W,‘“ b? clearly excluded by this definition of the term ‘Hindu’. So, this
Bill Wll.l.nf)( at all give them any right.

_ Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Wil the Hon’ble Minister please ask
his (:()!l(:ngucs, Hon’ble Dr. Saikia and Hon’ble Srijut Brahma, whether they
are Hindus or not ? ' ’

T'he Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It is not
necessary f{)r me to ask them. I know the conditions sufliciently well.
say, Sir, this Bill will not at all help the class of people to which Hon’ble
Mr. Brahma belongs. I am entirely in favour of seeing that these people
are a(llowqd access to these temples.
the H)(:J‘iélng:‘ltsait I})O.lrllt to whi(:.h I would like to draw the attention of
of lcgislatioln i th;/: }ft ier there is actually any necessity for such a piece
20, T think, Sir. thay t}:{)Vl_ncc. So far as my own knowledge and experience
Province the rr’lovcmenlts lfs-; l.]f?r.c“y a problem in our province. Here in thip
not heard of many instanoc re c;x ms is going on slowly but surely. 1 have
actually prevented ot l;st where people of the scheduled castes have beCfl
1o such restriction ag faZ = ttha.rtlcular temples. 1 knpw, Sir, that thc1re 15
was some dispute about en. itc'mplc _of Kamakshya is conccrn.cd. There
temple precincts, but that di)-’s b2 partigular portion of ithe I—I;qu-MadllaV
I also remember that s Spute was scttled by decision of Civil Court.

¢ years ago when such a movement was set on foot,

and a particular dg : <
of almost all the I};rivrrgfpz:;bservcd for temple entry, in Gauhati the doors

bers of the scheduled castes btslmaﬁlses twere thrown open not only to mem-
0 to persons who work as sweepers. S0,
0? v:}?ns}lldcrmg whether we should lollow the
mwoet c'i]“fe should compel the owners and
pen their doors overnight, by such a piece

but

of legislation.

Sir, of late we ha .
ess ner the Har"',e hgard of no agitation on this matter. Neither the
Clongress no Jan Sangha has recently set on foot any movement

for entry into temples. So, this Bill comes rather a i ar
S
scheduled castes are concerned. & apptptiee, 80 Fap o the



1940.] THE ASSAM TEMPLE ENTRY BILL, 1940 355

In 1934, a Bill of this nature was introduced in the Indian chislatn.-‘e
Assembly, and public opinion was invited on that Bill, and the _public
opinion which was given at that time  showed voluminous opposition.
will read just a few lines which will indicate the gist of the opinion which was
at that time received from Assam. I am reading from the summary which
was recorded by the late Sir Michael Keane for information and which was
forwarded to India—¢ Public opinion in its broadest sense appears to HET
opposed to the Bill on the ground that the subject is not a fit subject for
legislation and, further, that legislation would be neffective in its purpose
and would leave the real problem, the mental standpoint of the upper
castes, untouch~d and unsolved. On principle the younger Hindus of the
educated classes favour the Bill and the depressed classes n_arumlly s.u'ppox‘{t)ll_t,
though it can hardly be said that cven ;unong.thcs.e there is any acn\le public
opixﬁon that demands it I would not be in favour oij forcmg_ the ;1'510;:1
through paper legislation whose only r(‘:@lllt \\'oulq prob:xbl.y be ali:i:’.\,as%erat;:)'u
of feeling between the upper and exterior castes in thg H}ndu fo . 0, the ‘
was the state of things in 1934 when opinion was ‘1\1\»'1&:(1. \\hgt ¥x10\\
suggest is this,—if the hon. members are in f;w‘our of having a lcglslatxonfof
this kind, it is better that we again invite public opinion and see how far
the public opinion demands such a piece of legislation—whether the
public want to have a picce of legislation or whether th‘cy are
willing to bring about the reform  themselves by having a sort of under-
standing for throwing the doors of the temples open to all classes. 1 think

in order to find that cut the House will agree to my motion for circulation
of the Bill.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

¢ That the Assam Temple Entry Bill, 1940, be circulated for eliciting
public opinion thereon before the Ist August, 1940 *°, -

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA -
as some reference has been made to me as to whether we are affected b
this Bill or not I think that I should say something on the point to make
our position clear. I have been asked by the hon. mover whether I m ‘self
and my people are Hindus or not. On this point I do not like to cflt-
into any open discussion in this House, but this much I can tell the H er
that amongst the tribal people there are Christians and there are g e
have adopted the Hindu religion and the rest of th Some who

VE & the em have bee .

animists. I may say that they are quite Independent of {he Hinnd tleaf:ed as

they are certainly not so called low caste Hindus*thcy hav 5 Satle T
€ 80t a distinct

jorm of religion of their own, and they do not care if t}
not allowed to have entrance in the temples. [ thin 1lley are allowed or
3

so much anxious to have access to public temples Orm—ie People are not
principle, however, 1 w‘clcome such a Bill which Will’ 3 Sny temples, On
Hindu people to have free access to «¢mples, O-called low class
Srijut GAURI EANTA TALUKDAR - Speak i
support this Bill which is part and parcel of 5 01};3; s Slr,
matter of the social and moral upllit‘ of that sectiop Zf progr
have becn gnf‘ortunately excluded from the Temples O:rdco?ntry‘men who
injustice which has BTPn d_one to them for , lone tim:an At e
the Gauhati Harijan Sevak Sangha, anq ¢ a humble ek .
removing untouchability, T am bound to Support this };/0“1” = fo ke fediof
Sir, while supporting this Bil] | Wi ill.

. . - t to remove g : .
which mlghF be entertained by some hon. members OfOIt?l‘? xgsconceptslc.m
untouchability which bars temple entry is 13 _1LlOUSE. iry

) i not part and parcel of tne great
‘Hindu religion, It does not find 5 Place in the Vedas a}r)ld the Gita, gSir,

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

allow

I beg to

amme in the
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superstition has created and unfortunately
Y of Hindu religion our high caste
and the superficial
insteaa of on

this is purely a social evil which
owing to our ignorance of the true spint
people have helped it in its growth to some cxtent,

to
observers have naturally laid the blame on the religion itscll

maintenance.

the sociecty which is responsible for its creation  and 7 |
emphatically declare before this House that in the basic o fundamenta
Hindu religion nobody will find a single

principles and teachings of the
teaching which supports untouchability. f
institutions certainly it is quite natural that som kinds of superstition, some
sort of vice, will accrue to the body of this hoas y-headed society, the age of
which has been found to be diffienlt to gauge by savants and sages. And,
Sir, our leaders of Hindu religion have not been unaware ot unmindful of
this. From time to time we have seen how great men or saints have
appeared and purificd the society from such superstition and vices, In ouf
own province of Assam, Sir, saints like Sri Shankar Dev, Sri M"‘dh;.’h Dev,
Sri Damadhar Dev and Sri Haridev appeared and purificd  the socicty of
their time from the sin of untouchability and other social superstitions a‘nd
placed the <ociety in its pristine Imrilv.- But with lapse of time all thesc sins
afld C\{ils have reappeared here in Assam as well as in the rest of India.
Now, in the present time we are fortunate enough to have no less a person
than Mahjtu'n-a (;'af}dlxi to open the eyes of the Hindus to the dire n(‘("“‘.Sily
gf;lcrtt;!;)rs‘l:;l:}r:i lell:? s?'in f-»f lu'n’t:fm;lm.l»ilily and purifying the lli‘mlu |S-0flci:§
has started this .cr;m e z,.xr y as _DUHSII)](:. Ancl it is for this reason tha
§ campaign against untouchability.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :

oint of inf : : : B :
p information, Sir. Is Mahatma Gandhi a political leader .

for ths;g::zsgf'ugl KANTA TALU'KDAR: I am grateful to my hon. h'lcgld
that Mahatm»n(,.“ lr‘(.lh.]f my hon. fru'r}d will accept my view, I may t(‘l! him
world that (;lllt'an ! has come to this world to teach the nations of the
matters Whrl‘)th(q}(’s lls' a matter which is not outside religion, and that all
under the 'furlxd'p” l.tl(:al or social must be determined, guided and pcrformCd
violence. That idm}(,'l.lml. principles of 'rcligion———whirh is truth :md‘ non-
has come to pr(-a.g]t - p}r'ncl])lc and main teaching that Mahatma (x{}l.l(‘lhl
is not a POliticz;l lcl g)-t 1c Wm:]d. So Mahatma Gandhi is not_hmg. if he
continent of Eyro ?hU‘-. While the great and violent war is  raging 1m fhc
the futility of violgr?c ¢ 1s preaching non-violence and truth and explaining
1s mission in life to fcan}cll displomacy. If we understand him arignt it 1Is
don}estic matters or i G s everybody should understand whether 1n
affairs of great vamn 8(;9131 affairs or in the political field, or cven in the
principles of truth aid e war, that we must be guided by the lofty
matter of our discugs; non-violence.  Now, Sir, I come to the subject-
particularly of the hj ,}lo(:r}' ~ To open the eyes of the Indian people,
name Harijan for th‘(a: dedSle Hindus, Mahatma Gandhi huas selected the
country.  What is the ml;rcss:ed and down-trodden classes of this unhappy
Harijan ?  For (he bntt;-nmg and what is the significance of the word,
European friends here I wishutndcrstandmg of the expression by my hon.
means the Almighty dod and t(})1 say that it means this: the word, Hari
and the whole word, ¢ Hariay, ,¢ word Jan means the people, the children ;
Gandhi has selected the wOrJd W,dmcans the Children of God. Mahatma
the Hindus and the people rcnle 1]2} special purpose and that is to teach
world, that everyone howcvex{7 lo;;n 'ydOFhIndm 20 B faor of the whle
child or Jan of the Almighty, and dt?lat 81“:’;(\/[?; humble he may be, is a
despising or treating contemptuously any human be"’ e & 9 Xoec Bl
ble birth or origin. . 'an being because of his hum-

As in the case of all ancient

On a

-"
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Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: w15 IiAwRid L8R CHIR
Glefaw fy om +1a cerd® efama|  cotes fam afesw 3F (7 W CIE B!

sifaaga Tmi ad |

i

RE
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: 1 have not said, Sir, that
whoever worships God is a Harijan, I am certainly a Harijan— though not
in the technical sense of the term. I proclaim that the mightiest of the
mighty, the highest of the high in the Hindu Society are Harijans in the
broader and true sense of the term and no one can get out of his being a
Harijan. ‘lThat is the reason why I want to impress upon this hon. House
that Mahatma Gandhi has selected this word Harijan and it is his stiong
appeal that no one should be hated, that no one should be looked down
upon as low, because we are all alike and are children of the same Almighty
Father.

Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: On a point of information,
Sir, there are the sweepers and other untouchables who are looked upon as
a class by themselves. May I know whether he belongs to that class ?

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, I have already said that
all of us, including the sweepers and other untouchables and the highest of
the high, are Harijans in the wider sense of the term. And it is for this
reason that the Hindu religion has taught us to treat all men as Nar-Narayan
which means that Nar or human beings are of Narayana, the Almighty
God. We, Hindus, are expected to have been brought up in that teaching.
But unfortunately for want of proper knowledge and understanding of the
spiritual teachings of our religion we have been treating a class of our
brethren as low, humble and untouchables. We have shut them out from
entry into our temples and Satras. This social evil shall have to be uprooted
and the injustice shall have to be remedied. Every possible attempt has
to be taken towards this ¢nd by the Hindu Society. I have no hesitation
in saying that at the present moment there are a very few amongst the high
caste Hindus who will protest against entry being granted to the so-called
untouchables into our Temples and Satras. There may be some people
against it but their number is very few. .

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister Srijut R. K. Chaudhuri has said that we have
been doing away with untouchability.  There, I agree with him. But I
disagree with him when he says that there is no necessity for any legislation
Because from my personal knowledge of the Barpeta Satra and several
temples of Kamrup, I have been led to believe that, without the aid of
law, the object, we all have in mind, will not be achieved soon.

Srijut RbOHIu\cIlI'dKUMAR hCH}‘:\UDHURI :
anation, Sir, I did not say that there was no necessity  {i :
expla My whole object was to see whether such a lecissll;:zlioxilozvisﬁ(:lll'xaleglstl}a-
ort of the people. . ve the
**PPSrijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Frop, ¢
he made we were under the impression that he was

there was pracflcally no untouchability in the land.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I did not
43 any.t.hmb' like that.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : I admit, and we shall have
to admit that in our society that slur still continues. In our private social
intercourse we have remedied it to a great extent but in Satras and Temples
it is reigning almost as before. So we must strive hard and remove the
tast trace of untouchability from this land.

On a point of personal
tion.

he lengthy speech that
of the opinion that
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i p ot Ky frauddiiury RAVE s
Sir, the Hon'ble S Brahn and the Hon bie = ( ] s to whether
something ahbwout the tribal peopie, e I e they wanled entey 1nto Satras
they are affectcd by this Bhll or not and swhethes Hed enlightened pmplc
. : the so-called educated and so-called e tady can
or Temples. Sir, we the so-called cduca - oles But nobody €
may not feel the urge for entening . Satras and lrr in the Hindu-fold
deny the fact thar there is a very large R s e T R .Su «« for worship ab

who are anxious to go to the Temples an
performance of religious rites

Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: May [ know
the Hindus ?

. the definition of

o oine  to wive the
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: [ am gomis 10 S0 oy
definition which has beer given Ly the Hindu -‘-'-”j-‘ ’.' a religion of
“ Hindu ” includes and embraces all person .""'”" 1 in the
Indian origin as well as all those persons who, out ol CORERG T e dus.
sublimity of the teachings of +he Hindu faith, ol th e Hindus,
Therefore, our brethren of the tribal communitic . % poD-
and under the same definition any non-Indian or Indian P th ot of
Hindu faith may become o Hindu if he accepts the Iindu ks e R
conviction. And we have seen numerous  intances \,_;:,m:' -t”“::} of their
Europe and America are becoming Hindus by accepting 10
honest faith.

Cony :i (ron

arec gur!!li”‘-t =
praofessing

. , . the Chris-
Now, Sir, it is a_matter of great regret that followmg l’]”““)'tl);-( ur own
tian Missionaries and their friends, the European wi i"""j_"“"l ‘\"tllll:f”“.m[\- pro-
countrymcn are calling the tribal peoples “animists’. SI, I ve . I)l'pth’('l'n of
test against the use of e expression © aninists’ in the casc ol mn“ 1 against
the tribal communitjee. It is a misnomer, it is an insult Lexs ;(lg‘rl man
thesc people to call them animists.  After all who is an animist L 1““‘-()1'ship
who worships God to be called an  animist because in the "md"‘, N ou do !
he does not follow yours or does not call God bv the same name as ()hc s
Nho has been using this expression ?  Has it not been done |_>?’ Ot a sur-
Slonaries with the object of exploiting  these peoples P luihis l” Hindu-
f!::;:lpdtlgmus attempt to alicnate o portion of our brethern from the

Speccll:;l_le Hon’ble the SPEAKER : | hope the hon. member

Srijut GAURI KANT - Lishing, Sir. My

e A TALUKDAR: [ am finishmg, >l _
,I._I.On- ble friend, My, Chaudhuri has informed us that public opion had been
cceived when a Bill of ned us that j

. “ - ! m-
simnilz ALUre Woe S i el in the Central Asse
bly and he must be in posscs::;mr; :)l[u:}( o S ().d,ll.C(j(lf'i:’(] him quoting some
of them. I, thcr(:('(m-, o ider ic 1€ Opinions as ] 1 i the Bill for elici-
. 2 i : onsider it unnecessary to circulate
ting public opinion, With these faw - ’ seat.
The Hop? 1ese few words, Sir, I resume my S .
arti ]e 1 P s Dy MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: As [ have been
P tegy arhY ref.crrcd_to, I think, it will be proper on my part to e i
Lyl 0}1’11 1t s Bill which does not in any way differ from that of the I\'/ImlStlry
ashadwlpde. Since the Imauguration = of the Provincial Autonomy wCl t\:g
scheduled caste people and the other backward people feel that we l])a_
: Since then we have seen that our causc has been
taken up by others 1N some measures for the amelioration of the Condmon;
of the people belonging to the scheduled castes, tribal and other backwar
people. This, at the same time, reminds me of 4 proverb which runs thus:—

‘g ez ©iq 437 M, Atvraiia qu ars
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Because you are a bachelor.

will finish his
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The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : In the old Council
there were a large number of members from the Congress to which the
hon. mover belongs, but I fail to find from the voluminous proceedings of
the old Council days from the years 1921 to 1937, a single sentence
which was ever uttered in the cause of the depressed class people, and
now that the cause of the scheduled caste and tribal people has been taken
up by the Congress and also other members belonging to other groups, if I
have to thank anybody for taking up our cause, then 1 thank the Government
of India Act of 19 5, which has allotted seats for the tribal and scheduled
caste people, without the support of whom the formation of Ministry is
doubtful specially in Assam. The hon. mover had the frankness and
goodness to admit that the scheduled castes people are untouchable to that
extent that even they are not allowed to enter a temple in Assam. Surely this
frank admission will help us in maintaining our status in the Government of
India Act of 1935.

Sir, he may be liberal to that extent as provided in the Bill, but, Sir, I
doubt whether he has obtained any opinion from his next door neighbour
at Barpeta regarding this Bill. Unless some agreed solution is arrived at
by circulating this Bill for eliciting public opinion thercon, I think, the very
object of this Bill will be frustrated. In certain temples certain section of
people may be allowed to enter becaus: of this legislation, but in  the rest of
the province the doors of the temples will as, before, remain closed against
the people for whom the Bill is meant for. Not to speak of making the
temple doors open for these people by this Bill a situation may arise when
the hon. mover himself will fir d his position untenable for introducing this
Bill in this House without consulting the general public beforehand.  So, Sir,
I think it will be better if we first circulate the Bill for eliciting public
opinion and then arrive at some agreed solution. Otherwise it will have no
effect and it will not benefit those for whom it has been brought forward.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. The
hon. mover of this Bill has appealed to the Muslim members of this House
to support his Bill. I can tell him at once that Islam has no untouchabilty
in it and therefore the Muhammadan members cannot have any objectioix
to the principle involved in this Bill (kear, hear), but {loud laughter) I must
remind him that there is a very large and important s.ction among the
Hindu community who may vehemently protest against this piece ofl(?gisla-
tion. Perhaps my hon. friend Mr. Debeswar Sarma will support me when
I say that those two great religious Institutions at Jorhat, I mean Auniati
and Dakshinpat, would not easily agree to a law like this if it is passed. Is
it not, therefore, desirable on the part qf this House and also on the p;;rt of
the Government to give them a hearing and see what they say, so that
Government may be in a position to k“‘_’_W their minds and then comme to a
decision ? I thercfore support the motion for circulation of the Bill.

MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr.

Maulavi \ - :
Speaker, Sir. I would like to make a few observations about this Bill intro-
friend Srijut Ghanashyam Das. I am a Muslim and to me

duced by my

all the human beings are equal, all are brothers (hear, hear). In the eyes

of Islam there is no distinction between man and man The Hindu Com-
munity 18 educationally much advanced, bUt. I am simply surprised to sec
why they want to take shelter behind a  legislation like this (hear, hear) ?
They could allow the untouchable people to enter their temples without any
legislation and that would have been much dignified and graceful. By this
legislation, as 1 understand, the hon, mover is giving out an air of superio-
rity complex. The untouchable people are styled as Harijans and according
to the interpretation made by Mr. Talukdar, Harijans mean “ the people of
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arc poing  to allow the

God”. May I know whosc people are those v.-.iy: ‘ ; 1 pplianin
’ 4 J i e eople > ¢ INVC LIS
‘people of God’ to enter the temple 7 Untouchable people ‘u;v '} nw 3 ol
1 1 i i » 5T Lo | Iy this 1s not 1IC CASC,
only with a view that we m .y honour them, but actually this s no

* £ ¢ Boe i tlled untouch.ibles

By this term a demarcating line is drawn ?u"t.".'. cen the 50-« all d s n;l-_ !. e
and the Caste Hindus. (Laughter.) 1 say, Sir, that this term is nothing b
2 iy o
an insult to those who are styled as Harijans. By

this legislation my hon.
friend, the mover, is going to show some f

wour, but, Sir, I don't know "“
p Ry el s ke s -
what light the people, who are said 1o be so-called Harijans, will take it.  The

Wl)rd ¢ MCht()’l' ? lS kllu\'ill 1o .‘l”. The 2ur.‘!!:i!lf' of ”_"iq word ‘,.‘\i.!‘h“” .'5
¢ great’, but every one knows in what sense this word is used. . '\““!L“h_ v.-.'t‘
may call the untouchable Harijan but every one “.H’b'.'-'fs what this word means.
This term is nothing but an insult and I hope, Sir
like the Hindus would allow all the untouchables to enter the termples.
Harijans or so-called untouchables are human  beings. They have been
living in this country side by side with those  enlivhtened people like the
Caste Hindus and it is really regrettable, Sir, that after serving the Caste
Hindus for so many centuries they are still denied the ordinary right of
human beings. | support the amendment for the circulation of this Bill as
there is still difference of opinion about it, and at the samec time | ask the
members of the Caste Hindu ¢ mimunity  to allow the Harijans or the so-
called untouchables 1o enter the temples without passing any legislation by
which they will add insult 1o Injury to those unfortunate pf"»p’lf’. ‘
Babu_ AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1
much unwilling to take part in this discussion but, as I have
cussion in this House, [ fee tempted to speak a few
Many people have given man
term ¢ Scheduled caste’,
caste as untouchable

the explanation of (he

, an advanced community

was very
heard the dis-

words on the subject.
Y interpretations about the meaning of the

Some have given the meaning of the scheduled

and some have given the meaning as Harijans and

word ¢ Harijan’ has also been given ; ¢ sons of

) arij: as  al; X 'n as the sonus o

?o?;in}zﬁt I refuse ,to take this meaning of the werd as sons of God.,
dividedcir?tlgjtm Part of the Hindy society and the Hindu socj

O parts—the  Depressed and the Caste Hindus., If these

arijans are sons of God the : : 3 '
(o e > en what arc those  wio are Caste Hindus ?
God ? 1 have taken my stand to

they not sons of
supbleme - 3 : ‘
fOIPExciser.)t the tatement of Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra ‘ath Saikia, Minister
the " so} dt};a(tl after the inauguration of the Provincial
Secth indus Lo acduled caste people have been considered -
on of the Hindyg by the India pcog ny I(I)(r)llbl’(l]‘i“(:' 28 ;lx
don’ble frien

cduled caste pe e g
of the Provincial : i e Gk onagedunt
o the passing of (he

India Act, 1935 eir ex; G f
. existence has bee cono 2 O e Government o
Award (laughter), : Sur;ml;)trct(i)x;:gl%d by the Communal

but what I mean is {hay the existence P A the Communy] Award
by the Com.munal Award. Now Mahé’flﬁlﬁtG&iﬁLﬁﬂiailﬁz deen recognised
. Maulvi ALDUR RAHMAN :  May 1, $ip. o Mme to their rescuc.
raised by my friend, Bahy Akshay Kumar Das ? give a
Babu AKSHAY KUM AR DAS -
Now, Sir, after the Communal] Award
politics and has come to th

Harijans
cly has been

pProminen

I have no time

t i .
Mahatma Gandp; OhSISCqss about it.

ic cfield of social reform. | refuge 560 up his
‘Harijan’ ; we may be called the ¢ Adj Hindus’® of Ind ¢ to be called
Hindus who claim as ‘Aryyas’ are forcigners to Indi

the Caste
7) because
In  India.

| 4 a (lour.lla[af:n,
they have come from the Central Asia and are forej ncé’lter
We are Adi Hindus and therefore we are called Schedule:ls c
scheduled castes pecople are the real sons of India. It is quite int(éaSte-s' fhcelz
pleasant to me to see that, as we have got the Council entry g all"stz)stl‘x;% o
going to have temple cntry.  Just alter the passing of the Constitution Act,

A
/ 7 i
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T are i operty
i ¢ coming »ass.  The temples are public proper Ys
935, - ese things are coming to pass. e : C_ I Y
1)31‘)21 - th(t:;l the House that these temples have been n]adci b}'bldlgk. (I‘.f;;:l[du
E ay . : X N § "o - - B serve
iul(t. nl:]{‘}”"‘ the scheduled caste people. ~Just as other pgol? c o ic x-\( i
)‘;'l(' n, so also these people observe Hindu rclllglotx_l. Als. a Inatfell} ol-rl;d.u
e T i ’ bserve all the formalities of the 1
5 - - re: lindus who observe :
these are the real 1
religion.

Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member will please say
I§ tE(l‘xrehc i: supporting the motion or not. I cannot allow the debate to
whethe s . £
take such a turn.

Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS : _As regards the motion for circula-
1 Sa' I should say it is useless to circulate. R\ sikch =

ot this r &nl will come out will be that the 113!'1_1211

o ‘hl?tﬁtrv ‘ So it is useless to spend Governme
t?lt]l?(‘:cl-(fgllsé: I would prefer that the fate
?his House here and now.

into consideration.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Sir, | congratulate the hon. mover of this

. . Ne Chriett. e for eaialit & o A
Bill for his noble 1dc.as. ) We (‘.hx 15\1‘1}1s‘>t.1x\(\'tf»1‘ L.quahg‘) In the sight of law
1d above all equality in the sight of Gaod. This question

a1 ¢ 5 . §

‘tlhﬂtt has come before us affects only the

procedure the
1s should not be allowed
Nt money or waste the time
of this Bill should be decided in

I, thercefore, press that the Bill should be taken

| of temple entry
Hindu population of Assam. This

is one fact. Amnother fact is that it appertains  to religion

I understand it, is out of the domain ot legisl

and religion, as
ation.  Our people, the Chris-
against the State passing any
We consider that the State has no
an should do or should not do in his
as no right over a man’s conscience. So, this
question which is entirely a religious one should not come in the forn'i of
legislation. It is a question where the Hindus are onl}' concerned. It is a
matter which should be settled among }hcmsclvgs outside the Housp. It. will
not be to the honour and self-: espect of t he Hindus this dt;hcate

question discussed where there are Muslims Some will say

this is a social question. : - . qestan

but a religious one as it concerns tcm‘pl_c entry where people g0 to worship

God. 1In my view it is entirely a rt‘.hglmus question. o

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It may also be a civil right.
Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : It

religion none-the-less
Thereforc, 1 sincerely request you, Sir,‘ to let us ‘k‘no.w deﬁnitely if this is a
religious question. If it is, you will use your d]scxlsu?n. and not allow this
question to come to the House ; because we, as Christians, brotest to have
religion brought under the domain Of. 1cg1sl:_nt10n. 1 support Circulation of
the Bill Butl bclieVC_ and hope that the Hindu community V\:lu rise to the
occasion and discuss this matter and stop at the stage of circulation and
never allow it to come to this House. )

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Sir, at the Very outset I
my hearty thanks to my hon. friend, Mr. Ghanashyam Das, who has so
kindly brought this Bill before this H‘ogse after so many days of dull mono-
tony during which the Hoqse was sitting very idle. I find, Sir, that his
Bill has at last given some life to this Hon ble House.
amused with the arguments both for and ag

I am also much
ainst the Bill which
advanced.

tian community will ﬁg_ht. tooth and naij
legislation over the Christian religion.
right to pass judgnlcnt\ on what a m
relation to God. The State h

to have
and Christians.
But, as I understand it, this is not

appertains to

shall offer

have been
I shall take up, Sir, one point and that is

which some of the hon. members on

about the word ‘Harijan’
the other side have used. So far as
my knowledge goes, this word has very

contemptuously been denounced.
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Thee points have been mentioned by

: il ez alrrk. [ will .'. 1oyny  this debate to

I tite; \ will ot and so on.

other members who

continue as a discus.don about the meaning of the sworsd® Harijan
. ;i ; - " AR seriously
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN ' One hon member was 3 f;' rrctvl
upset about the meaning of the word ‘Harijan’ and that s Wiy I re
to it.
- . ot T PN v 11 & HIC
I amn also for circulation of the Bill, for the purpose  of chiciing publi
il o] by some of

submit before the Honse _
L nows nothing
dematrca-

Islam. [

opinion. I may
my Muslim friends on this side of the Flogs

i r,,:‘.ﬁ-!.,:g
. .
O conrse there may be

5-7)"i-‘l

LOIMec

about difference in relizion,

tion in the Muslim community, but there is  no demarcation 10 |
may cite an instance. If the Hon'ble Sir Muhammad failed 12 illl(‘l‘l(
some ;mzli:-;z];zr prayer in time and he hapuened to be there .t!!l‘x-‘('l(‘
arrival of his servant, then he will have 10 (E;f hhehind the servant I'he
. ) and the

Muslim religion does not make any differener hetween the master
servant in the eye of God.  So, while thie spirit of the Bill s that every man
: time of prayer before

community, there

S}l')lll(_l be lh"‘;l' differences.  The image of Durega can be '.'.‘HI'?"”P[Wd by
Mr. Mookerjee  at  his house bLut a scheduled caste gentleman has no
(:ntry lht')'(j_ - ) . =

Mr. BAIDYANATII MOOK
L ERIEE . ' save the
ber that information JEE : Who gave
The Hon’h!
ae % ¢ the SPEAKER : T, . S
far away from the ——y : The hon member
Maulavj

the Bill sli“] ??DUR RAHMAN : We wanted to give the riends

have said ]m @ 2¢ scut for circulation, Sir. One of my hon. fricnds
C > saic P . " . : . P . J X g

arrange e t}f' community uscll should settle the matter I’>. m(."ll

angement. ]f 5”(;];1”\: they o » ' o el l(-rlslil“()ll

ought not to have Y they can make up the difference, such 1eg v
able to n':l i b ¢n required.  As the community has not sO long been
Shoijld b(l-d.{": i (.h”"r"“‘:"a it is all the more necessary that the Bill
PTsn, “;]]L,lr“l,”nl(.d for (-lu:il'ing public opinion, because there mlg_ht. be
mattcr-~w(-) .\.“.)”H be opposing  such a measure. This being a religlous

Wil tilf:.gx({lrnf)t hastily enter into such  legislation.
M. JOBA;\I’(();(B’ {\;“PP”H the motion for circulation. |

I have g0t Sore throat ARAK : Sir I want to say a word or two on ¥
say about thi%ﬂm:,)'dt' I am a Christian and I should have nothing to
2 , e | : j BVE i

ere are hunlrlr«-c]l )n,f I })(,l.()ng. to the high caste  Christians (laughter).
course, I quite 5 rr;~? 0.'d(:nom;natmns among Christinns (hear, hear). Of
in this Houee ;m‘rgl Ilcf'v‘lf\l,luh Mr. Goldsmith that the Bill should have no place
ri-in his amendinen [.”Y support the Hon’ble Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhu-

. - . 7 Ccir $ S St .
thing, Sir, the dispute irculation for cliciting public opinion. But, one

5 1 Spute  bhetween the Hi ' T 1 I think
quite unfair.  Indi, is calle 1 th indus and non-Hindus 1s, think,
of i indu people, 'Thfd cd H.md‘usth;m ; that means the dwelling place

Yes, these Rabhas and Z: n}m Indigenous people (interruption and laughter).
nat deny that they arc n?ct: 1;11::13, €le., are indigenous people. So we can-
the Census Report we ‘SC(" l 1fldus. Others are immigrants (laughter).  In

I leriied. & SCC where these depressed Hindus  stand.  This can-

not be denied. So, this question of ' SE1 ‘0 t

s of Iindu pe n ot T'emple Entry Bill involves a difleren
class of I{indu people.  These Hind . M .
u pcople are not homogencous people 3

they are heterogenceous people.  So this ot ; gy "
hi Jewislation ‘it will be of no s s a diflicult question. If we_force
thajs CEISN ’I . d o Usif- '.1 hlS.l.’s a religious question and if you
do Hot e ept t‘ns amendment, the Bill will he thrown out and Christians,

Muslims and  Fruropean group will support i,

Shuu]!l 1ot :,,,!-" et r-:;”,]! oOpDOrtunIty it i"t t at 'll‘"
Ce ) . a : e o | , 3 Y . _1eas A 1hie
sod, but it is lamentable that m a highly cultured

hon. mem-

straying too

reasons why
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Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF : Sir, I like to speak only a few
words. I am quite in sym

yrepathy with the objects of this Bill. But, Sir, I
think that this Bill is not at ‘all worth considering. Firstly, this Bill hqs
been introduced to provide entry of the Hindus to Hindu temples for 1:611'
gious purposes only. '-l"l.lis ‘entry’ has.hccn defined. It means entering into
the temple for only religious purposes into all the quarters in it except those

sacred places whereinto none but special officers have access to. Therefore,
Sir, this Bill is meant for allowing entry for

vin religious purposes only. Then
again we find that in cl.'u_xsc 5 1t is stated : “Whoever is a Hindu will have
the right to enter any Hindu temple at a time \\‘hgn the Hindus of any sect
or caste are allowed entry thereto”.  Sir, .thc definition of the word ‘entry’
in clause ¢ is not happy. Suppose some Hindus want to enter a  particular
temple for not religious purposcs. According to this Act, though they are
Hindus, they will not be allowed to enter that temple.
Then, again, Sir, other difficulties will arise.
for “religious purposes”. That has not been defined.
saias say that they do not worship idols nor do they
wm'Shi];Pl?d‘ When a Bengali Hindu performs Sakii P
Mahapurushiya can enter the Lo.m}?lf\. because the
not go there for religious purposes. ‘1 hey come there for seeing sights.  No
Sakta will be allowed to enter a Mahapurushiya Satra. They will have
the right to obstruct them even after the passing of thig Bill because they
cannot enter  without religous purposecs.

What is this entering

Well, the Mahapuru-
object to idols being
wja in his temple no
Mahapurushiya  does

Then again, Sir, in Barpeta we see
not belong to the Mahapurushiya Sect, is not allowed to enter, notwn.
speak of the gate of the temple  but the major portion of the town
Even Mahatma Gandhi could not have a right to hire M. Ghanashyam
Das’s house meant for such purpose.

that even a Brahmin, who does

Now, if you allow a particular man to
purposes, but do not allow him the right to pass the night ther: I do not
see what is the utility of such a Bill (4 wvoice: A temple is not a sleepin

house). Even a Bengali Brahmin is not allowed to remain there, They
will have no relief even after passing of this Bill.

enter there only for religious

Now, in the preamble we find that “ whereas it is expedient to provide
entry to the Hindu temples for all Stghc Hindus for religious purpose in Assam
Y a legislative measure,...... ete. I ask WthnOF \by a Chan.ge of hearts ?
What is the nccessity for this legislative measure ?  The real intention has
€en omitted from the preamble. If you ha_vc the courage to admit the
truth you must put in the preamble ©“ wher as 1t 1s necessary to perpetuate
the sense of inferiority complex amongst the Harijans, it is expedient to
Prove such and such,” but you do not say

that. You weuld not give them
the civic right to enter there for

any other purpose €XCept religious. This
shows that you treat them all the more worse, Sir, I have grave doubts

whether my hon. friend has got the right to bring such a Bill in this House.

uring the last election we heard that the Congress people were Congress
people, they were not Hindus. Well, they may be the best set of politicians
in the Hindu community, but what is the

guarantee that they are the best
set of Hindus amongst the H

indu community ?  We must know the views
of the Hindu community before deciding anything on the matter. There-

fore, Sir, this Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinion.
Srijut GHHANASHYAM DAS : Sir, I have heard the Hon’ble Minister

and some of the hon. members who have spoken on this Bill. Before I give

reply to the Hon’ble Minister I should like to answer some of the hon. mem-
bers.
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Sir my hon. friend Maulavi Muohoamanad “"_i"*_‘:- 1 H»“.~ v (.ih.mt.lhur_\'
has charged me for bringing forsard this Bill and has stated that in doing sO
. il I have nevar assumed any

I have assumed a supcriority comple
superiority complex. [ consider iy

1 ol the Haryans, and as
a servant of theirs I have brought forward thas Bill.

Sir, I have stated in my speech at the time of intro lucing the Hiu that 1t
is a bounden duty of every Hindu to think for other Hindus and to give them
the same liberty, same civic rights and the same religious zs:'h_(« Nh.!,f they
‘-’nj()y' Sir, I have found that some Hindus have nr';:grfﬂri the rizht of other
Hindus. So I have brought forward this Bill in this House, You, the mem-
bers of the Legislature, are the repository ol the rivhts of the n;t';nl.}('l's of
all classes of the province. You are to decide whether you are entitled to
give this privilege to some members from whom it had been usurped the
other members of the Hindu community.

Sir, another objection has been rajsed by miy hon. friend, Mr. Goldsmith.

He has stated that this Bill is 4 religious picce ol legislation and W¢, l,!]c
legislators here, have no right 1o interfere in religion.  But, 1 think, .?U‘,
1as

religion in Assam and the relicion connected with the temple of Assam
involved certain civic rights, and we, the legislators here, have every right 1o
look into and preserve those rights.  Moreover. 1 have stated in my Bill
that the temples have got some Government srants, and these grants were
z‘xvcn by thclAlmn; Kings, who were the former rulers of the province, and
hose grants have been recognised by the British Raj. Sir, every member (.)f
the Hindu community has a share in those grants, because these are public
g;a.nts. If you are l(ffj’l.?]';lt()l‘,s under the Act of 1935 you have surely to look
after thosc grants, and if anybody lis e - hose rights
ou can serve th ybody dispossesses certain man {rom those Il )
you can preserve them also. Therefore, Sir, this Bill, though in appearance
a religious Bill, involve civie rights, as well as c mu"um rights. You have
1 ‘elief 5, A ]l as co rhts.
got to give relief to those 2§ - . : W
i "% pcrsons ave been deprived of t
rights, I s who have beer I

St
%o lIg’Iy ?On bl(’.f“c“d le‘. Brahma has said that he does not care whether he
but thwe. cn‘try ”lt(]),a temple or not.  ‘I'hat might be his  personal opinion,
God irfstit]:g-tg::]orfcc V;}:O }a.r_c religious-minded and  who like  to worsln]:
be deprived 5f thgt - 'ht)r um the other people of his community canno
havi become th ght. My How’ble iriend, Dr. Saikia, has said that W€
Id ch - EXPONENts of their cause because of the Act of 1935.
countryft?llt \:;ﬁldll{lé?chg\?t_ (l)f 1935 had not been there, the progress of the
with the evolution of thou -r}E been deterred. It is quite natural that alquIg
the progress of the countrB 'L, along with the progress of society, along with
and naturally we would h);’v(f iﬁdmg of fellowship would have developc®
also, and even if the Act of fgsgnkcrcd after the {riendship of that society
would have claimed that right 2> would not have been in existence still We€

Sir, he has pointed o
> b ut thag my position in Barpeta would be intolera-

Il))le. sIccigcn;)otC??:e é?rBthat (laug/’l”)- I have no reason to cry over that

e'ca(lilil.s He Pcrhya skgrpet-a does not consist only of so-called high class
Hindus. le alone Iz’Ve a(;Ws that Barpeta Kirtanghar is not for conservas
uve peap Iso Bhakats ’(i‘lhe Bhakats ; the kith and kin of the Hon’ble D1
Saikia arc¢ a’s : hey have the same share and the same right a8

myself. hStllé th}fl?’ogg;’l‘: bfgir\iz d‘-‘Prive_d of that right. Sir, I cannot tolerate
that. I hav ard  this Bill not for my Hon’ble friend Dr-

asked me to bring this Bill before the House. 1 have tried on several
occasions fo

r entry to the temple of these men, but I dare not, and these

et I IS

=
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» - £ his legis-
o Therefore, they want t g

| lare to enter the temples. ll‘l.(l.:ltltgd, o S s
pcople could nr)Lll "l(-"i\‘l‘ltiun alone that l”“‘l'\l ):x‘\c K \

. L is by > o 1 ore ¢ Qusc | . .
lation, and it l‘| ringing this Bill b tore the . N urs o <
done wrong in b ]\,‘1 ),‘l’lylc Minister has ()‘.);]C(‘.‘l(.lL‘ ;1- ihc - i

it Sir’ i “(l"ul('(]. L.ook into the pl"lnc..l])lL‘ :.c“ s g pOint in
These can be wu!l .lf rights-—you should (‘()llSld(‘.l}l‘tl(; + \.-iu L B ke
the question of ull‘_ll(“_ to '1(:cc1;t it, you can accept i '

i If vou like
the Bill. )

Al 1o you all to accept the
r—I have no objection But 1 np--l)](l::- \t\(rn;lt tl;nt e
or throw t mm-}-;vdv to these people \\-}'uj 'll‘lfilll'll‘t‘()l:\’ i s
Bill»—}t“ gllc\l(h; :-:mm.("(il'l- .-;\nd l;lﬁnlcl»(i)llntnl‘\: ;‘n:)ti:m for sending  the Rjj) for
tion shoulc, b g the public by R e this, Sir.
hnodwl“l‘”.‘f‘ inton. I cannot accept >

2]ficitil’g pul)h‘: (iplSrijut ROHINI KUMAR C}IA}J?}}I}URI

The Ho.x‘l Ruil very carefully to. the SPCCCh?‘: \\ ‘];{"1 1
i, 3 ave lm{{clhc House by some of the a:,ll‘\\lz()xl(]la C
on the ﬂuOl‘I (')ull sorry that no attempt has })( &;1‘1 n
this Bi]IL 1isz'd It will be admitted that it 1s
which T raised.
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The Assembly divided

Ayes—53

1. The HOn)

T ble Khe Bahadup
bl 1 Saiyi 8. The Hon’ble I.\h.m
Sir Muhargmhggu?a‘gd;?gld ](I\’..'lll]:l\'i Sayidur Rahman.

2- The  Honpy, Srijut  Rohini 9. The  Hon’ble  Miss  Mavig
Kumar Chaudhuri. Dunn.
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munaw- 10. The Hon’ble  Srijut  Rupnatl
war Alj, Brahma.
o ThEhHon’ble Srijut Hirendra 1. Srijut Jogendra Narayan Man.
andra Chakravarty ‘

dal.
5- The Hon’ble i
Maulay; Mudlihan Sahib 12

. Babu Kalachand Roy.
Chaudhuri, bbir HuSSam.

13. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.
. The Hon’pl¢ .
° Nath Sajki,, Pr- Mahendra 14. Maulavi Abdul  Bap Chay.

dhury.
7. The Hon’ble Maul

avi Abdul
Matin Chaudhuri

. 15. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan!
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lo. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul 35. Maulavi Sheikh Osman. Ali
Majid Chaudhury. Sadagar.

17. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
e 36. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abu
Nasr Md. Waheed.

18. Naulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.
19. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam. 37. Mr. A. H. Ball.

20. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad 38. Mr. A. F. Bendall.
Ahbab Chaudhury.

L 39. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.
21. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.

. 40, Mr. N. Dawson.
22. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad 10. Mr lwson
Ali.
41. Mr. W. R. Faull,
23. Maulavi Ashrafuddin  Md.

Chaudhury. 2.4 Mr. D. B. H. Moore.
24. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed. - 43. Mr. C. W. Morley,
25. Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur

Roza Chaudhury. 44. Mr. R. A. Palmer.

26. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed. 45. Mr. A, Whittaker.

- i Jahanuddi Ahmed.
27. Maulavi Jahanuddin me 46. Mr. Benjamin Qh, Momin.
28. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kera- N

roat AR, 47. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.

29. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul 48. Srijut

Hussain Chaudhury. Binode Kumar J. Sar-

wan

Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia,
30. Maulavi R 49. Rev. L. Gatphoh,
31. Maulavi Mabarak Alj.
50. Mr. C. Goldsmith,

. Khan Bahadur Maulayi Mafi-
zur Rahman.

(%]
|5

S1. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

33. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Lagkar. 52. Srijut Khorsing Terang

34. Maulayi Namwar A} Bar- :
bhuiya, 53. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari,
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0. Babu Karunas Sindhu l{u_\i

1. Babu Akshay Kumar Duas,
21. Sriyjut Krishna Nath Sarmah.

2. Mr. Arun Kumuar Chanda.
22. Srijut I.aokshesvar l’mrnnnh.

3. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 22
4. Babu Balaram Sirear. 23. Srijut Mahadey Sarma.

5. Srijut Beliram Das, 24. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,

6. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi. 25. AMr. Naba Kumar Dutta.

26. Srijut Omeco Kumar Das.

7. Babu Bipin Behari Das. o
8. Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi. 27. Babu Nirendra Nath Dev.
Dakshina Rani; , ) o ‘

9. Ba}‘ghuud!h;x‘-'itl + Ranjan Gupta 28. Srijut Purandar Sarma.

10. Srijut Debeswar Sarmal,, 29. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma,

11. Srijut Ghanashyam Dag, 30. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya,

12. Srijut Gauri Kanta Falukdar. 31. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah,

13. Srijut Gopinath Bardelg;. 32. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua,

14. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyap, 33. Srijut Ramnath Das.

5. Ba}étiml;liarcndra Narayan Chau. 34. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barug,
35. Babu Shibendra Chandra Big.

16. Srijut Jadav Prasad Ch?iliha, was.

17. Srijut_]'ogcndra Chandra Nath. 36. Mr. Fakhruddin A]i Ahmed.

18. Srijut Jogeschandra Gthin 37. Srijut Bideshi Pap Tanti.

19. Babu Kamini Kumg, Sen 38. Srijut Dhirsing Dt

The motion was adopteq 39. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.

A“ljournxnent

The Assembly. wag thep Bl
1040. JOurned till 2 p.m., on Friday, the 1st March

SHILLONG,
‘L A. K. BARUA,

ond Aprily 1940, J
Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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