


Procecciingé of the Seventh Session of the First Assam Legislatxve
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935 .

THE AssemBrLy met in the Assembly Chamber. Shillong, at 11 am., on
Monday, the 26th February, 1940

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, t}
Hon’ble Ministers and 90 members. o e d B

e — e c—

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which oral answers were given)

Holding of Supplementary Examination at Goalpara Government
High School

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

*71. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that Srijut I.dreswar Barthakore, Head-
master, Goalpara Government High School, held a Supple-
mentary Examination, only for one boy, i.., for his o
son, as the boy failed to appear in ons subject in the last
Annual Examination ?

() Whether it is a fact. that the said Headmaster promoted the
boy to the next higher class on the results of the sajd Supple-
mentary Examination ?

(¢) Whether such Supplementary Examination was ever 1
him at Goalpara Government High School in Calse 1eld by
other boy ?

(d) If so, for whom ?

of any

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : .

71. (a)—No Supplementary Examination wasg held
examined in one subject in which he failed to appear at the‘ AxTr:luealb%Y \ as
nation for a sudden attack of malaria. Xami=

(6)—Yes, when the Examiner

) and the Head . :
with his result. master were satisfied

(o)——f[:he Headmaster does not ‘remember
any such exceptional case at Goalpara

(d)—Does not arise.

to have come across
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is there any provision or rule {or such
Supplementary Examinations for plucked boys in the school 2 ‘ _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I require notice of the question. As my Hon'ble Colleague is rn'g.lgctl i the
Upper House, I have not got the file with me and cannot give a prompt

reply.

Re use of the word “Muslim?” in place of ‘“‘Mubammadan’’ in all
' official correspondence

fMaulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

*72. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Whether the attention of Government has been drawn  to the
article * ‘cargre e’ 47 -qa-1; fafag, sevfga Fufaw
“13%1L27 @Y 17(% Az 777 fac%« 7’ published in the daily
Azad. (Mufiasil Edition) dated: the 12th AKartk Sunday,
’lhc 29th October 1939 ? '

(b) Whether the Government of Assam propose henceforth to use
the word “Muslim” in place of “Mubammadan’” in all
official correspondence like the Government of Bombay ?

(¢) If not, why not ?

T . - . -
re!?li.@r,ih:e Hon'’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

72. (a).~Yt;s‘
(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Does not arise,

the (f}gg‘;n?:ﬁmeARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY: May I know
The Ho ,chcn the two words—Muslim 'and Muhammadan ?
Does it Tequiire a{;l}{a}“aw Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
w2 Teply, Sig 2, ;

er i PEAKER : Of course it does not. But if the
e HOn,blipi‘&Pared to reply, he may do so.

I may reply b aulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
o ;r:'tpg }l'.“;’"‘-Y of courtesy.

b re £ 4T & 4
our Holy Bookig;}(:g Iaomu]gated by our holy prophet is termed Islam in
called the Muslin, e uoran, and any one profes.ing that religion is to be

of the & 1)}}152}1 sz,wh'l,c,h‘ is Mussalman. It was through mis-
osition, some European writers started to eall. the.

understanding of the p
mmadans. But we do not. worship:

'mad the Muha
Muhammad and our r(_a]jlgl’pn is Islam.  Therefore, we want to be called

Mauslims.

sation. ‘-
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)

Tenders for the construction or repairing works of the syihei
Alia Madrassa

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

66. Will Government be pleased to state— Y
(@) Whether the construction or repairing works of the Sylhet Alia
Madrassa are given to the contractors after calling p’ublic

tenders ?
(6) Whether the Madrassa constrictions are doi

ie by the Education
Department or by the Public W

orks Department ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDKURE replied :

66. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Departmentally,

Gauhati Intermediate Girls’ College
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR askeq -

67. (a) Is the Hon’l)l'e Ministcr-in-clmrgc of Education awaire that a
good number of parents in the Assam Valley are against co-education and
are therefore reluctant to send their daughters to the existing colleges in the
'provincc and have to send them to Girls’® Colleges outside the province ?

(6) If the answer to the above question  is in the affirmative, do
Government propose to start a Girls’ College in the V lley ?

68, (a) Are Government aware tl}at Srijukta Rajabala Das, B.A:, Head
Mistress, Pan Bazar Girls’ High English School, Gauhati; in &o-opétation
with some citizens of the place has started at Gauhati an institution, called
““ The Gauhati Intermediate Girls’ College », under the contro] of 2 Com.
mittee of Management, where I. A. Classes are regularly being held ?

(6) 1f$0, do Government propose to hielp the: College by making
adequate provisions of recurring and non-recurring grants for it in the next
Budget ?

The Hon'ble Srijut  ROHINI KUMAR CHAUBHURI
replied :

67. (a)—The answer to the first
thative. A5 to the second part of the
mation. — ‘ , _

There are Girls’ Colleges in the Province. , ‘

(b)—Under the present financial position of the province the esta-
blishment of a Government Giyls’ College is out of the questic

part of the question is in the affir-
question, Government have no infor-



OUI':; lol . [ ¥
- *
‘),!. (a)“— l ¢S,

b . ) ) o)) nf l'lc
(b)—"The hon. member will find from a perusal of ,i_-...‘;urx provision
Memorandum on the Budget Estimates '.“I e : l'!l!.’.-!-vi'lllmﬂ»r1 ;'s-nludrl‘r(l in
has been made. The question of granting further aid will L
e %,IUI‘H;RU"J KUMAR CHANDA: Are Government aware that
r. A
sirls’ C as als 1% at Sylhet ?
a Girls’ College has also been started it S i . DULLA :
" The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM&@'AID(;II\I:WM e
I have not heard of any, Sir, as yet. Probably my Hon "" r he is moW
is in charge may have been in a position to say about it bu
raged i - Upper House, . C Girls’
cnmf\”ig lZItlhI(JNUll)g{JrMA)R CHANDA: When was the Gauhati Girl
College started ?

3 ULLA:
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD
AR RO AR 0% ™Y the Gaubad Girls' College
been affiliated ? A LA :
';he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUL
I want notice of that question.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA :
principle of co-education ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILL:‘:
Yes, Sir, Government recognise the principle of co-cducation, as enrolm
in Government Colleges will show.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE :

Will the Hon’ble Premier please
enquire of the Hon’ble Education Minister whether Government h;u-'t‘: l‘cccw;
ed any petition from the Governing Body of the Sylhet Women’s College

The Hon’ble Maulavj Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I'will enquire from him, Sir.

S1ijut GHANASHYAM DAS - Will the Hor’ble Minister let us
know how many students hay

¢ been enrolled in the Gauhad Girls’ College ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

I want notice of that question, )
"~ Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: The Hon ble
Premier may take it from me that there is a women’s college at Sylhet. Will

Government consider the question of giving grant to the Sylhet Women’s
College ?

. The Hon’ble Mauylav; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That is g new questi

on, Sir,

. . : e
Do Government recognise th

Number of documents registered an

d appointment of an indepen-
dent Suh-R PP

egistrar at Nalbarj Registration Office
Srijut GAUR] KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

69. Will the Hon’ble Ministcr-in-chargc of the Registration Department
be pleased to state—

(a) The numb_er of documents registered at Nalbari Registration
Office since the starting of the office up to March 31, 1939,
and the total income obtained therefrom during the said
period ?

(6) The number of documents registered a
Office and the total income recej
period covered by question No.69(a)

t the Gauhati Registration

ved therefrom during the
above ?
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(¢) The reasons for not appointing
Nalbari ?

: albari ice with
Whether Government propose to provide the Nalbari Lgl}lcc
a Sub-Registrar solely for registration of docum=nts ;

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

an independent Sub-Registrar at

'

{2

69.(a) and (&)—

Nalbari Gauhati
2,731 2,086
Documents . 3,780 4,979
g;;c,?:::; (d)—A whole-time Sub-Registrar has

already been placed in
" the Nalbari Ofhice. o
charge ol the e 2% KANTA TALUKDAR :
| -lsu-r;lsjdictinns of Gauhati and Nalbari R
the ) 5 _
Scl)“rnwd i{oq’b!e Mau'a i Saiyid Sir ;\'IUII.AMM
'I:he‘ \-diﬂ‘u‘.llll\‘ The Hon’ble x\luus.tcr n ch;u‘gg thS‘ gone to the
I am in ;nm‘t‘ to give replies to some questions. .Spea‘kmg from memory
I l)l?cl‘,I l‘fl‘lt.si((m hi\: been left concurrent but the idea 18 to have separate
the jurisdictio . wore SlfBed
R T ) - the two oflices. X
jurisdictions PAURT KANTA TALUKD\R: Do e
) u arAtad P
(Slix;;?ions will be soon separated :

The Houw'lle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL, .
. -

I'A TAULUKDAR : May I know whether
Srijut GAUﬁlI]LSIf;:)I:{m under Gauhati R(‘;.‘,'istl"-lti()_n Office incluzi}r;
number of dncgul lfmm the areas falling u.ndcr the Nalbari Off
documents Com,'{)‘i:e Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA M)
S Thfsex‘ﬂr!(:inghl have come from Nalbari.
ome cases

May I know, Sir,

- . whether
egistration Offic

es have  beep

AD SAADULL.4 .

understand th
juris

Yes.

. of one Doctor and two Coapounders to
Provision

combat malaria jp
Srimangal thana

DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :
Babu

Government aware that  on a malaria] survey ui
"o th bOZB ber cent. of the population of Syiy,
S ;)l wilth malaria ?
found to be a_frcctzlo Government propose to post,
ear dm('ibnglltll;ola’n‘ia.season f)?:ql)?ocml. and two C
Zluantity of quinin: 1n that area :

wdertaks

n in
angal th

ana were
on tempor

ary basis, eye
ompounder

S with sufficient

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY
e
replied : .

70.(a)—There was no survey m 1938, The preliminay
(a)—

Y survey under-
ken in some parganas during the year 1939 revealed (h
taken ir

at the incidence of
) 'y high except in a fow villages,
alaria was not very ) R U ; ,
mal: (b)—A sum of Rs. 2 000 has b(,m} provided in next year’s budget for
distribution of quinine, stafl'and survey in the area.
i

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA

CHAUDHURI :
Government prepared any scheme for utilising the s

Have
um ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY:

‘es, Sir, Government are thinking how to utilise the amount

s ;:{Ju )DX;I{SHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: M. ques-
ion is whether there is any scheme for utilising the sum. . , TY -
" The Hom'ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :
I cannot say, Sir, anything about the scheme. I think it does not requir
any scheme,

Re-distribution of portfolios of Hon’ble Ministers

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA asked :
1. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Why the portfolio of Excise was taken "away from the ““":M"
Maulavi  Munawwar Ali  and given to  the Hon'ble
Dr. Mahendranath Saikia ?

(b) On wWhat basis the portfolios were distributed amongst the
Ministers ?

1ﬁd‘he Honw'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

71.(a)—The portfolios were finally re-distributed on the enlargement of
the Ministry,

(6)—The question is not understood ; the hon. member s referred to
the provisions of section 59 of the Government of India Act, 1935.

Dr. gu: NABA RUMAR DUTTA: Is ita fict  (har the  Hon’ble
br'. S{llkla Was very keen to take the Medijcal portfolio but on account of the
Ze.ieiitl'?n raised by the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, he could not
'I{:Ihe Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I cannot allow this question. )
S r. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: How the portfolios were distributed,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : When it was announced that the
Ministers in a certain way and when they have

- - : th ring 1ous  alli >nt,
T thonght tht thor might pong = thes altering  the  previous alldtrhen

{ r cen some change of policy, and therefore
I admitted the main question.  Otherwise, 1 )t hae ,

would not have admitted it.

Ml‘f ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Is the opition of the Ministers
taken when distributing the portfolios ?

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, the advice of the Ministers is
taken. _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1
have already stated that distribution of portfolios was done in a Cabinet
meeting in consultation with His Excellency, and by mutual arrange ment
among the Ministers, the portfolios have been distributed,
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General discussion on the Budget for 1940-41 and discussion o1
charged expenditure

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: M. Speaker, Sir, I am thankful to
you for giving me an opportunity of joining the general discussion of the
Budget of our Government for the year 1940-41. Ttis  customary to
compare the budget of a particular year with that of the previous year, but
I like to make a departure from the practice. A member is expected to
express his views as to whether he Supports or opposes the budget and his
views are influenced by two importang factors-—the party he belongs to and
the benefit his constituency is expected (o receive under the provisions in
the Budget. T cherish great doubt as to whether a member of a particular
party has got the right to discuss outside ‘the party the questions whether
the different problems of the country have been fully grasped or not by the
Government, whether the energies and resources of the Government have or
have not been misdirected and misused and whether the measures proposed
to be taken by them towards the solution of the different problems are or are
not really  efficacious and conducive towards the general progress of the
country. Conscious of my rights and privileges as. a  member, of the
my responsibility as a member of the

Assembly and equally conscious of
party, pledged to support the present Government, 1 find myself in a difficult
and without re

position to-day. With reasons asons, the Opposition is bent
upon advancing most drastic and destructive criticisms of the Budget. May.
I ask them simply to compare this year’s budget with that of theirs
of the last vyear (Opposition—We have cohlparcd). Will not last
year’s budget remain a memorable document of promises broken and
promises unfulfilled ? To our Government, again, 1 like to ask one
question — Have they departed an  inch from the old beaten. track of
pre-reformed days ?

Unpleasant as these questions might be to all concerned, I do not like
to proceed further in the direction. Let me now come to the Budget proper.
I't 1s not my desire, however, to discuss it in detail. I will confine myself
with discussing only a very few heads of income and expenditure.

By opening the very first page of the Detailed Estimates and Demands
for Grants, I find an estimate of Trs.13,68 under the head ‘“Customs®’,
This heavy amount we get as Jute duty. For this amount we have not got
to spend anything. The jute growers of the province cultivate about 11
lakhs of bighas of land with jute and for that: we get this amount. This
shows that tor every bigha of such land, we get some Re.1-4 in addition to
the ordinary land revenue. Now, who are these jute growers in Assam ?
If we have the sincerity to admit a truth, we shall have to admit that. they
are the immigrants in Assam Valley and some cultivators of Surma Valley.
Well, these, illiterate people even do not know that they pay us so much.
They do not know how to demand a share in this their money. Laws and
rules are against them, because a portion of this sum cannot be carmarked
for them. " But for all that, have not the Government any duty towards these
jute growers as such ? Government have entirely. failed in their, duty
towards these dumb producers and had 1 had the power, I would have
charged the Hon’ble Finance Minister with criminal breach of trust. Every
one knows that .Malaria and Dysentery take their heaviest toll from amongst
these wretched jute growers, but the Government have not been able to see
their way to grant a special sum to any local hoard with instructions te open
any dispensary in the jute growing areas. Even a subsidised dispensary has
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not been opened in any Suc_h arca. These poor ’)r‘“l)lr'l '.Kj:: -::l.-l:l“‘-’l)’::::_’(:
backward in point of education, but yet the Sovernment | 1A ‘ e
e in s arcas. No Local Board has even been reque

even primary schools in such arcas. No L A Sy
to sce to their miscrable plight  So far as c.umnnm.l--%“““! el markets.
jute growing arcas have not even !»cc:n connected :.-.‘n!u the lm.a ..f'.xurdi-
Poor illiterate jute growers — they die in hundreds ‘-'-'l‘”l““t i b 14 . i thl
cine and yet we are blind to them. Rashiks and Rashids werre Iy ”]T lll‘ but
death beds. Some vill;tgcr waded up to li.n‘pcl.:' (.lnrl-ul was calle (.. .
he could not reach the village for want of communication and they SU}:
cumbed to death, Then afier some time, went a Sahib  offie kg Sn LRS
locality ; people gathered round him, placed their grievances before lrl;l
and he, most probably on behalf of Government gave them assurance with
the following words “ : 5151 .2t22 3124 =1, a3 (W1@17 Wiz (A= =N

@B 471 =3 W3t 2 1 Such being the case, allow me, Siry to congratulate
the Ministry on behalt of the jute growers of my province.

Now, Sir, I come to land revenue,
make it clear that I do not believe
tion as a measure of solving
the Faringati and Jalataf |

Here, in the very outset, 1 like to
in the efficacy of land revenue reduc-
the cconomic problems of the country. Barring
and, the average revenue should be raised to a
rupee per bigha for land to be settled in future. If this is done, the land
will pass to the hands of actual agriculturists and land speculators will not
be able to hold vast arca of land. This will 20 a great way towards the
solution of the problem and the Government will get a fairly big amount
to spend for the different nation-building departments, )

_ Supporters of the Karachi declaration of fundamental rights — hypo-
‘crite preachers of Hindu- Muslim unity-

. —the politici:ms who want us to believe
that all Indians form but one nation have spoken on the Line system.
f}.lcu: speeches haye proved beyond th: Jeast shadow of doubt that their
e gt Ao professions are but poles apart. I do not like to discuss this
hackneyed question any further, They have deliberately remained silent
about the miscrable plight of the landless population of the province. They

arc very particular about providing land to the tigers, rhinos, buffaloes and
other wild beasts to ro

ithng am in but they won’t give a_ single bighas ol land to
?mlr?:;dxl-g.sstlmmlgmm to live upon, 'I'hcsc{-) g(:ntl(:m([?n want thousands of
of langd hnaf,r t? die OFSMW‘-‘“OD: For } lakh buffaloes, some 20 lakh bighas
human Soul?x ;(:cn kept @8 Brazing reserve on the other hand, one lakh of
If their miser; ‘cdgomg to be perished for want of food, clothings and shelter.
frep an oS GO MOt soften their hearts, T doubt whether these gentlemen
M, Mafior 2oan bel.ngs. ¢y must be superhuman ! My brother
Mr. Matior Rahman wil) pPlace before the House the miscrable plight of
 the tomugrants so I.do not Jike to proceed further on the line.
S.“f’ you will be surprised to hegyy that a new
Subdivision. Very recently we h a new

problem has arisen in my
. ave bee
Line has been create

d in vill Jaims; n given to understand that a lldCW

4 : : . 2 Vitage Jania.  This ig unlike all others — a Hindu-

2 Moﬁem'l%lne' hITIImd}:l lmmlgml}ts fr.om Bengal have been allowed to live

o in the village while ¢ Muslim 'Mmigrants are going to he deprived of their
% pcssessions.  The Muslims are being asked eithey

to give up their rcligion. The situation therefo
S |one and I earnestly request the Government to
without delay and to pass suct

to give up their land or
re has become the giravest <

enquire into the matter
. ‘ 5 ! 1 necessary orderg as they deem fit. It this
seed of Hindu-Muslimm friction is allowed to germinate, I have reasons to

fear that the consequences will be most disastrous for the Province.

5
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I now like to r;li\‘.(t a question of principle. In the year 1938, the then
Hon’ble Revenue Minister Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri gave us to

<

understand on the floor of this House that the domiciled people stood on the
same footing with the bonafide sons of the soil. In my Subdivision one
Maulavi Shah Md. Bilayet Hussain — a domicile certificate holder has been
refused settlement in closed areas during the regime of the Congress-
Coalition Ministry. This refers to Subdivisional Officer, Barpeta’s order,
dated the 1st September 1939 on petition No.2019 of Barnagar Circle.
I refer to this case as specimen of how the previous Ministry has dealt
with the immigrants. Further instructions have been issued to the Deputy
Commissioners by the Commissioner not to grant domicile certificate to
immigrant cultivators. The significance of such instruction is most
probably clear to y u 51”- Then again, Sir, the Immigrants were never
debarred from bidding in the revenue sale of periodic patia lands of closed
areas but recently t.ln: Deputy .Co.mmiSQioner, Kamrup, has issued orders not
to allow the immigrants to bid in such sales. Do the Government like to
keep the immigrants handicapped on all sides ? The immigrants say —

“taxfe ~{en afs 35 e caam wra,
eyl wER “feang Qud,
cata 2R 3 &

I carnestly request the Government to declare in clear and unmistak-
able terms their policy in these matters.

The immigrants of the colonisation areas ave going to pay us one lakh
of rupees this year.  May I ask the Government what provision has been
made in the budget for education, sanitation and communication in the
colonisation area ? I like to inform the Government that the immigrants
in every district do now demand a lcgi.timate share in the posts of Mouza-
dars, Kanungoes and Mandals  If their demand is not satisfied, the Govern-
ment cannot legitimately demand their support.

Before T finish this topic, I like to assure my Assamese friends in general
and my tribal friends ix} particular that the immigrants do not want to
quarrel with anyone. They are :}lways prepared to coms to an honourable
and amicable settlement. The Line system question has bee
by the Opposition to win over our tribal friends but I like t
that even the immigrant members will assist them
protection. But if they require protection, they requ
non-tribals.

As a representative of the agriculturists T will now speak a few words
on Agricultural Budget. That this department under one of the ablest of
our Ministers will dq a great service to the country is almost a certainty.
But during the appointment of Rural Uplift Organizers we have seen that
my subdivision has been totally ignored. TIn the selection of rural centres I
have been pained to see the partiality of the department. In my
subdivision I unders.tand only two villages will be selected and though I
hav.e p.ressed for a village in my constituency, I fear the department will not
do justice to me. . Most probably hoth the villages will be Assamese villages
and immigrants wﬂ[ be kep.t deprived. If that is done, I fear the immigrants
shall have to reconsider their position. In this connection I like to inform
the Government that mmigrants by this time form just 50 per cent. of the

n harped upon
0 assure them
In securing adequate
Ire it against all the
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3.5 n = . % . ~yartrncent is
population of my S\lh(.li*.'lsll()'llr.‘ .»l\ ‘,.]r'r!‘.! t .",: u‘.r} ‘.'\V?‘f‘“‘;; “'_““"”h “ f’f }\.;éni'\lﬂ‘
this that they cannot supply see a.n’;'lun‘r ~ fop i atice of the Governs
will kindly see to it in future. T like o bring 1t to the n . stlv  demand a
ment that the immigrants of my constituency do most earnestly  den
model village amongst them. o . : serform
In the Education Departm=nt, the Hon'ble '\I””"'hj'.u BRE l:”i- i‘s:r-w.‘-
simply miracles.” He must have Allauddin’s wonderful lj'”’";.' e -y

sion. No CGovernment can ever dream of advancing so far s ' 5 'hs]:
time. Butif I find that Tarabari Midd!e English, Majeaon ‘v\"”ilx;'v ~l§;‘-];l§-..|s
and four Madrassas including the Vella Junior Madrassa in iy A e
and Rakhaldubi and Chakla Madrassa of Goalpara do not get  adequs

hclgl I shall have to believe that the Hon’ble My, Ch AU “-""lrt ;.,{ilt::
children of immigrants as co-wife’s children.  Much mone y 13 poitls - o
spent for higher education but if the educated youngmen and ladies « “: .« 10
to remain bachelors, widowers and misscs they are  practically of no usc
hum:n society and T hold that the . al
I further like to bring to the notice of the Government that Barpeta Lot .lr
Board requires to (ake up some fifty more venture schools but  for  want T’l
funds the Board has remained handicapped. 1 hope Barpeta Local  Boarc
will receive special consideration at the hand of our Government. 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member has exceeded  his
time limit.

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF :
can allow me ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER -
minutes more.,

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF :

Department 1 like to place some facts before the House.  Cholera, Pox  and
Kala azar are not the only diseases which are deteriorating  public  health.
Look to the mobs surrounding the medicine canvasscrs in  hats, bazars and
Court compounds. See the Baithak khanas of village quacks and peep
th_roug}} the windows of Ayurvedic and Hekimi dispensaries and try to
ascertain what kind of discases yre cating into the vitals of our nation.
Open the page of any newspaper and seec what are the medicines mostly

advertised. I am sure all my friends will be shocked 10 find  that venereal
diseases are ruining the he

: alth of the nation. Look to the faces and cyes of
(v)vl;:‘oblg:zs lril1 tge Schools and Colleges and  consult privately the I>hYS’C“mS_
Ve 1ad somc Opportunity of examining their health a- d come to your

own co i : | - e
health .nclusnon as to where and how our future hopes stand so far as theit
¢alth 1s concerned. overnme

b . ntmust devise some means to combat ?110
- ? ¢ nation ; rescribe  remec LS. 4
]ghe :E;I:::htl?lé some kind of religions educt:]lﬁ)::)sllx)(l)u]sf(ll;)I(): ilnpzll’t(?:l to our
oy 0.t lg-ub]iup\lf\(/l rrll{ay Dot find any Place in their minds and hearts. )
e ¢ Works Departments under Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Matin
Chaudhury badly requires a Copy of “Shishu Shikha Bhugalpath™ <o that
the Departmftnt and the Hon’ble Minister may learn that there is a place
hl{,e ,Barpeta 1 the province of Assam. I like to request the Hon’ble
Minister to have a pleasan( drive from Barpeta to Tarabar] because that 1s
the most beautiful of Public Works D ‘ :
Hon’ble Minister of Loc

tpariment roads in the province.
to become a bit less selfish I

§ ) s wa [r(l.
oncy spent for them is money

. i 3. ‘ou
How many minutes more Sir, Yot
I will allow the hon. member two

Turning to the Public Health

al ““Selfish” Government is carnestly requested
y bestowing his favours upon Barpeta lLocal
Board. '
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Appointment of a permanent Kazi at the Tarabari Kazi Office and
opening of a new Kazi ()ﬂu:.c at Sorbhog are prayers which I .place most
respectfully and humbly before Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn and il these are
not granted I am simply done for, :

‘Sir, il itis a fact that for some five thousand opium addicts we are going
to sustain a loss of some 44 lacs of rupees annually, people outside may ask
us whether or not our Hon’ble Minister of Excise is labouring under the
influence of some drugs of his department.  What answer shall we give ?

Sir, as I fear to enter the “Forest” T now like to retire but before doing
so I congratulate the Ministry for the most satisfactory budget they have
placed before the House and I lend my whole-hearted support to it.

Babu DAKSH.INARANJ‘AN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker
Sir, when Great B!:luun and F rance declared war against Germany on the
fateful day of 3rd September, 1}l‘ltl§h Sl_zltcsmcn broadcasted all throughout
the world that the :\.“l-(‘:i were hghtn_lg for Dcn.locmc).: for the: freedbm) of
the world, for civilisation . agamnst  Nazism, for freedom of smaller
nations. The Indian  National Congress naturally wanted a clear
enunciation and application of those principles to  India. India was the
acid test of the sincerity of those pronouncements. Thoege high  sounding
words have no value to India, so long as she remained tied to the charriot
wheel of British Imperialism, so.lf)ng as her !‘igbt‘ to1 foaine _hericowns Somns
stitution was denied to her. British statesmen failed, and failed hopelessly,
to rise to the occasion and the whole character of the war stands unmasked
today. Refusal to give India the right to frame her Own  constitution, with-
out British interference, has taken away the moral background of the Allies’
causc. Naturally the Congress could not fo{.m part of an administration
which denied India’s birth-right.  As a result L_AC_mgrcss. Ministries in seven
Provinces resigned, as also t.hc Co_ngrcssTCoalmox_x Ministry of Assam, I
would ask the House to 1:cahse the 1ssue 111\301\’(:(1 in these resignations. The
issue is clear and unambiguous—-the issue is the Issue (‘)f India’s indepen-
dence. It was noton a mn.mr 1ss_uc, not on any parvticu:ar mcg}sl}m’ .not o
any communal or class consideration, _bl}t on the C_lear and definite  issue. of
India’s freedom that the Congress Ministries resigned. In all the seven
provinces, nobody or party was found to play to the tune of British imperi-
alism. Naturally it was expected that no sc]f-rcsgcc}mg individual  or
groups would come there to help the  British Imp_ermhsts on the issue of
India’s independence.  But in the be{11g11tcd Province of ours from  the
vacuum so created emerged Sir Md. Saadulla as the Premicr of  the Pro
vince, not backed by a majority but under the inspiration of White L
and Simla and under direct patronage and tutleage of Messers. Griffig a;ld
Company when all hopqs to gamblc with the destiny of hie. T

i the resignation cam . 5 Province was
dashed to pieces, tf g €¢asa god-send blessing and as if b
the touch of a magic wand, came the third y S ¥y

e t! cjuvenation of S;
Assam’s Premier.  When he criticises Eoms

us on this side of
rer A e House for our
sins of omission and commission we accept all such criticism  for all it is

worth ; but his present invectives come from him with il grace, consider-
ing the fact that it is the self-al?rogntlon of the Coongress Pal?ty sk gives
Sir Muhamimad some sort ol a locus stand; in this House. But for that. he
should have been today guiding his own destiny in the corridors of the
Calcutta High Court rather than playing with the destiny of this province.
However, I congratulate him personally for his good furtune, I have
another reason for congratulating him. Hjs fertile brain and foresight have
enabled him to introduce a soft, soothing feminine touch in the Cakbinet,' as

poets have said when pain and sorrow Wring the brow, a woman is a
ministering angel.
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Considering the circumstances which have ushered in the present GCabi
net, one cannot possibly expect much from the budget they present. .

p y - [y y

I heard with rapt attention the long orations of the l’:!‘mﬂf_‘l ”"i:}‘!_"l':(‘_&;
the Periclian funeral orations. [ wondered. Sir, whether the na y:
Minister was presenting the Budget for 1940.41 or he was d-f‘lnc!_ll‘l_»‘“; :
impeachment against his predecessor in office. It scems that at }M ery | lc‘
the ghost of Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed haunts him, he seems to be comp
tely possessed.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Why the ghost ? He s himsell present here.  (Laughter.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I \\"«)1‘1!3
advise the Hon’ble Minister to go to the nearest nursing home to be relir \;‘
of this malady. He assumed a patronising, bantering tone and began DY

self-advertisement. He spoke so much about his seven budgets. But he 1}“!5
forgotten that in the majority of these budgets he had to repeat 18
mast(}r’s voice O“ly. I‘IC ()\V('(l }liﬁ ])“"yili‘lll to ')t!ll’l (l”'ll ters ;|“(l neces-

sarily those budgets have nothing to do with the present day financial policy
of a provincc 5  We are now S'Up[)()il:(] to live under Provincial -'l“l”“_“"“"
But has it changed him a bit, Sir 2 This confession on his part  supplies us
with the evidence that the Finance Minister canno. forget his past ecven
urder the new dispensation. Experience has taught him to become more
and more callous to the needs of the people, impervious to new ideas, thought
and outlook and new approach to problems of the province, and we have
only got the old wine in a new bottle. The Finance Minister has attacked
his predecessor for land revenue reduction, he has found  fault with our
excise policy, and also the taxation measures.  But, Sir, he himself has not
given them up altogether. The Ev-Finance Minister has been taunted for
referring to Federation.  With one stroke of the pen he wants to serve  his
white masters as also himself, His oid age might be responsible for delinea-
Ing the range of his vision, but, Sir, any student of politics knows that the
whole structure of burcaucracy is bound together by the steel frame of the
Indian Civil Service and the Central Government cannot possibly evade
rcsponsxb.ility for the hopeless condition of our provincial finances. Un!css
memory is short, I can remind him, Sir, that he imself, while presenting
t}.le.budget in 1937, bitterly c: mplained against Nimeyer’s Award for  not
giving us the tax on Petrol. Moreover w on this side of the House do not
believe in half-measures, The thought of the absence of a dinner cannot
make the breakfast palatable. He clean. orgets that no country can be built
on a wrong and weak foundation, He has attacked the revenue reduction ;
but has he given any alternative scheme to give reliel to the peasants—one
in vain Ioolfs to find any measure calculated to increase the productivity of
lanq to whlch'he.refcrs in his speech, Why then carp at reduction as spoon
feeding. ~Again in his speech he says that it is impossible to free completely
the opium addicts from the drug. 1y jg disbelieving in the higher nature of
humanity. By giving up the Prohibition Bill, by his shameless declaration
that owing to presence of 16 lakhs of tea labourers and 6 lakhs of hill popula-
tion, prohibition of liquor is an impossible proposition. He has betrayed
the people to represent whom, he is here.

Coming directly to the budget itself, Sir, what do we find ? We find
no planned economy, no broad outlook, no attempt to tackle the problems of
the Province, no bold approach. Tt is mercly continuir g the old policy of
drift—merely going on, merely passing time—such a hopeless state of things
would have shamed anybody out of office. But Sir Muhammad is too strong
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for that, whereas people are dying by thousands from varicus preventible
discases, whereas bright youths have lost all charm for life, some of them
committing suicide, whereas in spite of our clamours for the last three
years, no statistics even of the unemployed youths have been prepared,
not to speak of tackling the problem of unemployment. People are on the
verge of starvation, ﬂood.s recur every year, causing untold suffering, the
Jagannath’s Car of administration merrily goes on trampling the people
underneath, the cost of administration increasing day by day. In vain
one would look to the new Schemes to have Sir Muhammad’s much vaunted
breakfast. The Finance Minister has merely juggled with the destinies of
about 10 millions of people. We only find grants for a school here, a sub-
sidised dispensary there, a few scholarships to humour a group, just to hood-
wink the general public into believing that the Cabinet will look to
pcople’s interest. In a Province where not more than 5 per cent. of the
people have any knowledge of the three R’s, the colossal sum of Rs. 12
thousand have been provided for removing illiteracy amongst the masses ;
Rs.15 thousand have been provided to deal with floods ?  Does it touch the
fringe of any problem not to speak of solving any of them ? Are these any-
thing but practical jokes ?  What is the other side of the picture, Sir ? The
number of Ministers is increasing more then the number of portfolios
money has been provided for an additional Conservator of Forests, for crea-
tion of a post of Assistant Director of Public Instruction, for creating a
Publicity Depart ment, for Parliamentary Secretaries and Private Secretary
to the Hon’hllc Premier. If in a Province like Assam with a deficit budyet,
with an annual revenue almost equal to that of the Calcutta Corporation,
we are to have ten Ministers and ten Secretaries, then people will long to
be relieved of this pernicious provincial autonomy. It is autonomy with
a vengeance. Ministers’ Salaries and pay of the Premier are going to  be
increased on the plea of dignity, little remembering that dignity and self-
respect are attributes, one is born with, and are not purchasable commodi-
ties. Again the dignity of the Hon’ble Ministers has been assessed at half
that ‘of the Premier What a tribute to the dignity and self respect, of the
Hon'ble Ministers ! In a province like ours which is almost entirely agricul-
tural, the stinting of the Budget under this head serves as a sad commenta

on this Government’s solicitude for the toiling masses. It is understood that
Hon’ble Minister, Agriculture, is hatching a scheme but we are rather scep-
tical about his scheme because his great scheme of education has been
relegated to the domain of oblivion, he himself being driven from post to
pillar has obtained at last the portfolio of agriculture via Forest and Excise.

One feature of the budget under the head Industry is that the Hon’ble
Minister has not fO}‘gOttCI{ _hel‘ sex and that a woman’s sanction is the
kitchen, in spi.tc of hc.l‘ ministerdom. That is why her budget holds out a
prospect of a richer fair at home full of fish and ghee. But we hope that this
scheme to provide fresh fish and ghee to our home does not dry up and we
are to get with dried fish to live upon. Itis well known that one of her
principle is mdgstnal education, although the joint touring of Hon’ble
Minister, Education and the Hon’ble Minister Industry, created an impres-
sion that unprecedented results will come out of this collaboration but our
regret is we find nothing of it reflected in the Budget

What is the actual position, Sir? We are in a vicious circle in an
atmosphere which breathes and encourages jobbery, nepotism, bribery appeal
‘to communal passion, gallary play and no clear cut scheme. When a
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. Es of funds.
= i l". 15 jraauaciiy _'.
i i ¢ a scheme, the only eEY thourrhts from the
o 18 l-ulS(f(] to -l(lof’t ’ W o bt 4
qu(sl}lf)‘" conncction I am tempted to quote the fi
il speech of Fx-' inance Minister of Beagal. ccheme calls
Budget Specc 1of £ { mxacuts bt omprehensive v
“The ability to undertake anc execuite big ¢ than moncy. There
t so u-xuch for money, but for efficiency much “"l’f s which we have to
rxlr?ust in_the first place, be a realisation of the pr]“]h cIns T Eave fo B R
1 1 > obleins w _2YS =
tackl:: In the second place solution for these pro ;t_ | shape, appiopriate
' 10n% iy ractical shapc, ik
solved. And lastly soluur;)m must lml ;;n]m‘x', !:d gt gl . s
and efficient machinery will have to be devi. !
nccessary funds provided for.,
be fulfilled, to that extent
the Government.*’

. i1 he (!H“(‘p the

But under the prevailing  conditions .wl:m“. "‘f‘l!""l';’:('";;::“:.‘. > Not to

natural query is—is it Self-Government--is it Provincial a }

speak of Sclf-(}uvcrnmcm, it is not ¢
Government.

is, Sir

.. . nlarsive. 3 me o (Iu_\,- »

Under the hopeless condition dt'.s(:rll)rd. above it r“g;..nr'l' table and
while Sir Muhammad had made all provisions for his ¢ .

- for the
- - N ¥ % . v ostoe il:l
that of hig colleagues in the Cabinet, he has provided only
breakfast table of his coun try men,

My friend, Mr. Mookerjee, has com ) Sir Muhammad the
my mind a more appropriatc nomenclature will be Sir ! the  shoulders
Sindabad of Assam Finance. He has ridden along enough ("l“l for the pres
of Assam Finances and js more than anybody clse responsible

Riser : T g o - when she
sent hopeless state of the provincial finances. Time has come
-should get rid of thig sturdy rider on her Finances.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : M,
do from an casternmost corner
groaning under the ruthless adry
be guilty of dereliction of dut
ventilate the grievances of that y

? aware why the
I'am sure that hon. members of this House are fully awarc )
Ordinances were

promulgated— put in 2 nut-shell, the Ord}“‘m?;:t 'f{(‘;‘r-
measures of'safeguards against enemy attacks on our country. vhia Tre
the incidentg that T ap presently going to mention b(:f‘(')rc y()u’li. Go-
tural inference will be that the Ordinances have been  utilised by tll,;bunpcr
vernment to pyt down first, the labour movement, second t(c)l wn the
pursuit of ordinary Occupation by the people and lastly to put do
Congr.ess Movement in this district,

» 1tis, | Presume, fresh in the minds of the hon. mcmb('rs.locf' thl(-:
X housands of labourers working under the Assam Oi Nk
pany, with a view t protect their interest and with a view that they m.dly
not be exploited by capitalist employers, started a Labour Union which
was duly registered. The legitimate gricvances  of the Union were sub-
mitted to the Company. ‘he employer Company approached the out-
going Governmen

tto appoint g Committee of Enquiry under the Trade
Disputes Act and thjs was acce
the Committee consisted of (1)

: Ve T . ii[é(:!is \\"'l
To the extent to which thes ot e o
: ; > ACtIN -
alone can we cxpect result from the

: ~gration of
Yo It is negatio
ven gl;l){l (,!nr'lll!llf‘,lll.

. " druce. To
pared him to Robert Br

Spealer, Sir, (:nl“i”.‘s'. "sr({
of regulated Indi:; w.hrrc the ]_)“.“Pl‘ ‘}"‘"”'
inistration of (he Ordinance, 1 fee I.I 3-“ l
y if I do not seize this opportunity anc
nfortunate district.

ded to by the Government, The personnel of

Mr. Higgins, the then Commissioner of Divi-
sions, (2) the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur i

Sayidur Rahman and (3) Srijut Omeo
Kumar Das, m.L a. Sir, to be relevant to the subject that I am now dis-
cussing, I regretfully have to state that

although the Committee unani{nously
recommended to the Government that €very opportunity should be given to
i Labour Union for protection of the



1040] BUDGET DISCUSSION 225
the Ordinances that were promulgated soon after, were utilised in stifling
the Labour Union of Digboi—the office bearers, namely Srijut Jagannath
Upadhay the President, Sardar Sadhu Singh the Vice-President and
Maulavi M. A. Chaudhury of Svlhet the Secretary and other important
members of the Union were externed within 24 hours notice. I cannot
check the temptation of saying that more calumnious act of the freedom
loving and democratically minded British pcopie can never be ima-
gined. .

Sir, by a provision of one of the Ordinances, Digboi and Tinsukia were
proclaimed to be protected arcas.  Although by a certain provision of the
same Ordirance a clear direction was given to the local authorities not to
interfere with the pursuit of normal occupations by the people living in and
about the above mentioned places, the police dogged the local people such
as merchants, agriculturists, pleaders and even members of the Assembly
to their utter disgust. 1 regretfully and unwillingly have to express before
this Assembly that myself and a number of pleader friends of Dibrugarh
and my friend Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti were victims of this annoying in-
terference with their vocation of life. Many hon. members may know
that I am an inhabitant of Dibrugarh and Tinsukia falls within my consti-
tuency. In my capacity as member of the Assembly and also in the capa-
city of a pleader I have often to go to Tinsukia. The local police autho-
rities are, I am sure, perfectly aware of these facts. Still in going to and
passing Tinsukia in pursuit of my ordinary occupation I was teased by
vexatious questions about my movements until I was compelled to apply

for a permit to go to Tinsukia which I received by waiting for several
days.

My hon. friend Mr. Bideshi Pan Tanti is another victim of such harass-
ments as I said already. Sir, Mr. P

an Tanti has been living in the Tinsukia
circle for the last 36 years ; he has been coming to Tinsukia for all these
years for marketing and other domestic purposes.  Mr. Pan Tanti was living

in a neighbouring garden of Tinsukia but after he joined the Congress-
Coalition Party, be it said to the credit of my planting friends, he was
gently asked to go out of the garden and hence a necessity arose for him to
buy a suitable land in Tinsukia town to build his dwelling house, which
he did on or before the 11th December last and was about to start construg-
tion of his house so that he may finish it and shift to it before leaving for
Shillong to attend this Session. Mr. Pan Tanti was asked by the Police not
to start construction of his house until he obtained a permit from the
Superintendent of Police. Mr. Pan Tanti had to submit to this uncalled for
interference of the Police and had tn apply for a permit in December which
he received on 16th of February last. The result for this annoying inter-

ference was that Mr.. Pan ‘Tanti could not complete his house and was
compelled to leave his wife, children and prope

; ! ¢ rty in an insecure place and
he has now got to pass his days in anxiety. I put it to Sir Muhammad
whether the department which he is ip charge, should not be brought to book
for making this shabby use of the Ordinance. Hindrances caused to the
local inhabitants in pursuit of their norma] Occupation in the name of the
Defence of India are matters of daily occurrence in the unfortunate sub-
division of Dibrugarh.

Sir, as I already stated, another use of the Ordinance made by the
Government thl‘()ugh the agerncy of the local officers is to hamper the pro-
gress of the Congress movement in the Dibrugarh subdivision. Sir, it is very
well-known to this Assembly that the Indian National Clongress, the biggest
national political organisation of India, the largest political organisation
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in the world, having as it does under its banner the Jargest number ”R, lm"m'
bers, have enjoined upon thousands of its subordinate organisations to o serve
what is called the Independence Day. This sacred day had a1l along been
celebrated in due solemnity for the last decade all over the country. he
Dibrugarh District Congress Committee have also been observing this day for
the last decade without any break

It pains me to inform the House that owing to the prevalence iy of
the Ordinances which prevents meeting of any kind- —social, political or
economic—from being convened without sanction of the D-puty (::)mmu-
sioner obtained three days previous to the meeting, the District Congress
Committee was compelled to ask for permission to hold the ]”‘l"l”’.’fd""cc
Day on the 26th January last. Sir, a< I understand, although the Central
Government issued direction to the provinces not to interfere with the ':"Yb'
ration of this sacred day, the local authority practically refused permission
to perform this function as he imposed certain  humiliating conditions under
which no sclf-respecting Indian could observe the day. I painfully have to
say that thousands of Congress members and many thousand others were
deprived of the satisfaction of paying homage to the National Flag of India
which is held dear and sacred by them. I pause for an answer, can a more
outrageous violence to the moral susceptibilities on the Indians be im:lﬁ!”‘rq.?
Will it be crying in the wilderness when I request my whilom teacher Sir
Muhammad to shun the office of the administration which he adorns, in

contempt, that admits of such abominable treatments towards its helpless
subjects ?

Slr,. I have probably taken much of your hard pressed time with these
outpourings of my heart. 1 shall conclude my speech by making some
remarks about the prohibition of opium that was introduced by the out-
going Government in my district. I: has been admitted by all that opium
has eaten into marrow of the Assamese people—particularly the peasantry—
the backbone of the race. It is also admitted that any Assamese or an
inhabitant of Assam should not consider any trouble too much, any expense
too l.arge and any sacrifice too great to save the race from the jaws of des-
truction.  Sir, inspired by such a feeling, a firward move to eradicate this
poison from Assam was taken by what is called 10 per cent. annual cut in
the rations of addicts of and under the age of 50 years. This was done at
;he mstance of the Swaraj party of the Assam Council of 1927-28 to which
folrlaﬁ) t;l:algonf?ur o belor}g, Thc_]’)olfcy of gr‘ndual rcduption v:rjas lfolrlo(;x;ic-l.
tion of rati oL thc.explry of which it transpired that this gradua ¢

O rations of registered pattadars did not shut out the door for new
addicts. Tt was found that the lessces were greatly responsible for keeping
the\door open for new addicts, Owing to the existence of opium shops and
the mahaldars the Excise Preventive staffhad to combat the mahaldars as
well as the smugglers of opium. In order more cffectively to check the illicit
supply of opium, selling of opium through Government agency was stopped
by the Congress-Coalition Government. This decision was based on the
experience gained by working the gradual reduction policy for 10 years.
The result of enquiry as to the success or otherwise of gradual reduction
revealed that the number of unregistered addicts was double that of the
registered ones. In face of these staggering facts, itis surprising to find
that Sir Muhammad as a veteran administrator  advocates a policy of
proved failure. Sir Muhammad, it appears to me, in his speech expresses
doubt as to the ultimate success of total prohibition of opium but  the
degree of success that we could achieve during this short period, COIlS.ld.Cfmg
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the magnitude of the task, is beyond expectation and I can say I'rorp my
experience of moving constantly among the addicts these 10 months, without
fcar of contradiction that 6 months of work done both by officials and non-
officials and if my planter friends pay more time and attention to help the
labourers in leaving the habit, the scheme of opium prohibition in the
Dibrugarh subdivision will be crowned with success. In the circumstances
xmn-pi~(>\rision of any amount for prohibition propaganda is greatly to be
deplored. . . L ]

Sir Muhammad complains against the last Ministry for granting 50 per
cent. reduction of land revenue to certain classes of patta holders and
complains that this was done o.nly to cmba.rms-s the Ministry that succeeded
it. I emphatically protest against the attribution of any such motive. The
claim of the raiyats to that reduction is legitimate, and the action of the
last Ministry contributed towards the relief of the poorer classes of heavily
taxed agriculturists. It would have been more becoming for Sir Muham-
mad if he, without finding fault with his opponents, had suggested new
sources of revenue. It was admitted by his former Government that it was
possible to enhance the revenue of the province by imposing due rates of
taxation on the mineral produces such as petroleum, coal and natural gas.
The law on the subject of taxation on mineral produce gives wide power to
provincial Governments to vary the rates on petroleum from year to vyear.
The big commercial concern like Assam Oil Company use natural gas for
purposes other than extracting petroleum for which, under the law, they are
to pay a heavy royalty which thc'y do not pay now. The rate of royalty
paid by the Assam Railway and Trading Company on coal is the lowest.
We expected orientation of the Budget from our veteran financier
Sir Muhammad on these lines only to be disappointed, and hence a well-
merited criticism of his budget as a dry and hackneyed one came even from
his own party men. With these words, Sir, I beg to resume my seat.

Mr. D. B. H. MOORE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is probably true that the
position of any Finance Minister is anything but enviable. It is probably
even more true to say that the position of the Hon’ble Prime Minister in his
capacity as Finance Minister is even more difficult, faced as he is with the
problem on one hand of diminishing revenues and on the other by the
persistent clamour for more and more funds to be expended on nation.
building departments. We are ft{lly aware that the Budget that is beine

resented to the House cannot strictly speaking be referred to as a balanceg
one and that the revenue surplus shown of some Rs.4,98,000 is in effect
deficit of Rs.5,02,000.  Nevertheless we find cause for sincere] ratallate
: Hon’ble Prime Minister in having completed < Y congratulat-
ing the difficult task under unfavourah Poted what must  have been
an e.\'tl‘fimehl’ a not the least of whic‘h vlira le circumstances and in face of
great difficulties 12 1 i{l ¢ as the lasy minute remission of
revenue amounting to akhs of rupees. We find articul fe
catisfaction in the fact that no fresh taxation is envisacpd ar cause for
: chemes toalli ged for the coming
year, that. new s f ng mprq than three lakhs of rupees have been
provided in the budget and that within the limits of impoverished revenues
there are proposals f'or Increased expenditure notably m th
four lakhs on education, cne lakh for agriculture and ya ore ail ;u{eres
lakh for veterinary work. Pproximately bali &

Turning tﬁo ‘Eihehquestlon of the general budget, and dealing firstly with
education we fl? that no less than fupees two lakhs on new schemes have
been provlqed or, 1 do, ot propose to go into the matter in great detail
as the HQH ble Prime Minister has already dealt with this subject very
fully in his speech.  We are, however, particularly impressed with the fact
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. f orimary cducation,
that Rs.63,000 has been ftllultr_‘d for the ,.‘.,_P;u-.an.'»ﬂi ..ﬂm lél'iui;flcnuvu» for  mass
Rs.10,000 for the expansion ‘r,si Madrasa Njf“"‘-“a“e..’,, srimary schools have
literacy campaign and that increascd ;;‘{.uus-n'n-..far.-".”‘ !\‘ uth T.ushat Hills
been made to the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, .\i:}ae: Hi ’-_.’ nz o
and a so Sadiya. We have also every cause lor -":':"" cial  scholarships for
a sum has been set aside for the creation of certain spec

the boys of scheduled, tribal and ex-tea garden labour « H~=”' u! . ke Fiinl
While on the subject of Tea Garden schools, | WaS i‘" Flockenhull
the hon. members of the statement which was made "'i’i ' 1 the course
during the last Budgct Session to the effect that :'“"n hoped !,4 happy
of the year every garden would have its own school. ‘-\F":j total number
position to-day of being able to inform the House that n:nm.... ol of 369
of schools of 103 for the whole province in 1936, we have now o al for the
in the Assam Valley and 160 in the Surma Valley making = z" 1 years.
whole srovince of 529—an increase of more than 500 per cent. n[ &
I think, perhaps, the hon. members will agree with me when 1 o point
Mr. Hockenhull’s promis has been fully implemented. A furth ’_!
: pr 8¢ has b uily i =00 «chools, 85 per
which might be of interest to the House is that, of these 529 schools,
cent. are unaided by Government.
Turning to the qu
for which provision o
1s 2 most welcome
are determined to
and that a Bil] is

estion of the new embankment and dr ;“”11.;‘.:"‘1 ((l!lx\;nltﬁltll):i‘;
f a sum of Rs.66,000 has been made, we ("()\-m-nmcnl
innovation as providing definite evidence l}‘”f ,-(im' floods
tackle this extremely difficult problem of recurnng

. vide the
being  sponsored by the Government ool l.”':,-;i effcct.
necessary powers whereby this scheme can be put into practic

! ! | , - attention
There are howevyer two points to which I would like to draw t]h(hr-‘ placed
of the Government ; firstly in our view that this division shoulc g gesien:
I expert hands and secondly, that preliminary advice by experts &

. ! . n \r;lri(!lls
necessary.  If considerable sums of money are to be expended ©
schemes, it j

S, In our view, most essential that there should not be .\N.l;-t‘:.}:,’;ﬁi
such funds, We undcrszand there are a considerable number ; Uali;v in
schemes which are to be undertaken at a very carly date but we vfw(i it is
future schemes of very considerable magnitude being undertaken an ,
We consider, vi

: . . take » sce that
vital that every possible precaution should be taken te
unds are not wasted.

_ urning then to the
with this

Hon’ble p
the experi

IR cal
question of Excise, I do not proposc¢ .1;_;.1len. ll(;' dthc
latter at length as this has also been dealt with badlty . )lilll.lc
rime Minister. We note that Government’s P"“‘:y.l? ,U) [‘( ”(l)l ium

as undertaken Jagt year for the P'"’},”]?mm.] ;) 1‘\-il\-inm
x]];crimcnt to more than the two ('XIS“’;].’!:’ Sl(l_‘:;,l.l.i.m(‘,;;
: olle at at - 5 F 1scussinge 118 = i
during the Jast Budget Sess?ct)r:hx;(t; ;lut}}t,}x.?lh”:hl.((lt('lt;é:,vz ; firstly Lliill we
fully a'ppreciat'cd the tremendousg problem cwhich was presented o Govern-
ment in stopping illicit supplics to this province ; secondly that a grant of
1} Iakh of rupees for the scheme wag probably in’adccmatc and thirdly that
at the conclusion of one year’s working we would welcome a lull and  true
Government on the scheme.  We have a mple evidence  to

- of a year the illicit trade has not been  stopped.
We note also that a sum of Rs.76,000 has been over expended on  the
experiment which we feel bears out very fully our view that 1} lakh waos
insufficient.  We realize, as

_ ' I have said, the colossal problem which presents
itself in stopping the illicit trade. We also realise that it is probably 1mpos-

sible to guarantee a single medical cure for these addicts. We have reason to
believe that in connection with the experiment in the Dibrugarh Sul)lelSllc))n,‘
based on information which we have collected most carfully from a number

Hon. members wi]] rec
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of tea gardens—some 24 in the Subdivision—on which every effort has been
made 1o check this opium habit, and we are forced to the conclusion thag the
only real effect of this experiment has been to provide vast profit for a circle
of private individuals at the expense of the unhappy addicts. We tl}erefore
come to the conclusion that Government’s policy of not extending the
scheme to any further area is sound and we now await Government’s report
on the working of the first year with much interest. :
Turning now to the question of land -revenue, we find that the fall in
ordinary land-revenue receipts from 1936-37 to the budgeted figure for
1040-41 shows a staggering drop from one crore, eleven lakhs and sixty=-six
thousand to 86 lakhs for the present budget year. This shows a drop of no
less than Rs.25% lakhs of revenue in some three years. We agree that part
of this drop in revenue has been due to l'ca} economic depl.‘essmn. We can-
not, however, agree that the great proportion of this falling off has been
justified. We feel that the continual remissions of revenue year after year
“are not in the real interest o.f the cultwntqrs. An}: smqll cash saving, if
indeed there is any cash saving, to the cultivator himself bears very small
relation to the vast benefits which might accrue to him, as has been pointed
out by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, from improved watsr-supply, better
mud,’morc schools and improved %1‘1‘ig;1tion and drainage. We are secpnd to
none in realising that in cases of severe flood and famine there is real
necessity and justification for some relief, but we cannot agree that the
wholesale remission such as the recent 12 lakhs’ remission by the late Gov-
ernment can be justified.  We heartily endorse the view of the Hon'ble
Prime Minister on this matter of land-revenue remission, and would only
say that with the prospect of rising prices for the current year, we trust that
Government will seriously consider if any remission is called for during the
vear 1940-41. I must draw pointed attention also to the method of revenue
collection. There is, as I have already pointed out, a big drop in revenue
and we find a very significant ﬁgure in the I\fIcmoFandum showing that no
less than Rs.17,000 I_ms becx} ad_]ustcd‘ for .cash misappropriation. We  feel,
Sir, that there is an imperative ngcd for tightening up the whole system of
revenue collection so that collections may be made regularly, fully and
puncgéi{iyx;g briefly, Sir, with the matter of communications, we
entirely with the Government of In(ciim. s views that there Isa re
better control of motor transport and we would stress that immediate extens
sion is now necessary for the system f)f traffic control in the province. As
hon. members are aware, bthcre ar ¢ now two traﬂi.c control officers work-
ing in the province who arc_b.}l'. general consent 5:10111g excellent work in
dertaking heavy responsibilities and duties in checkine ) "
un s driving and other mal-practices, and an 1 M08 over-loading,
daﬂgcr(.’]l;lc and heavy duties are undertaken and }e .Pllnmpl\e. that where
i ance and salary of such officers shoylq e e, cfliciently, then,
the allowa esponsibility and work undertal ¢ Yy duate and commensu-
rate with ?he e i d undertaken. We visualise the probabj
lity of an.l.n-creasfe 'in e ﬂl“c iy corresponding increase in the dugeg . ld-
responsibllltles ol these officers in the an

nes .

~ views on the Government that thes:‘{otf’é‘gzs Yecltls. pod T would press
ou e . 'S w < rork
o 2ld receive adequate salaries, 10 undertake such work

In ?OnclluSIOH, IIIWOuld again request the Government in all seriousness
to examine t1or01(1g1y the whole question of remission of land-revenue
during the year 1940-41 and to forego, except in real ur furthey Bewd
less remissions which, to judge by gency, further need-

o : reécent experience, tends to be based more
on political expediency than genuine economi o«
onomic necessity.,

agree
al need for
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Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED : Nr xim,u'}.f', Sir, the ‘.ich\'h

, Sl s
made by the Hon’ble Premier in presenviny the ]:,1:,5;,:_5 for the % rl\”::::
marks a2 deep contrast to what he was .u'ignﬂuzsar-fi to betore ous _par ; '(,{
office for a period just extending a year. 1 feel flattered thiat -.a-“"; u:;n :-m-.d
the last year should have proved so stimmulating that it cnabled the B s
Premier to go beyond the fact «f merely detaling the hgures n;; e
Memorandum on the Budget Estimate.  But at the same tine [ fecl vVen

unhappy and extremely sorry that the facts contained therain :.z.nm-“! Vh'“ii
been found by him so provoking that he was compelled 1o forgct f"*"‘(‘ d
expected of the Hon’ble Finance Minister and particularly of S ?\h:ea,un's:g-!,'
who, as he himself says, has had the privilege and expericnce of Wmﬁwnat
more than seven Budgets to the [Legislature in Assam Sir, ﬁ_'f"' |
rebuked by him for what he calls treating the House to _ 'ponucs
polemics. I was reminded that what 1 had said in my last years l“.'fmc[(
speech was meant for the gallery and the political propaganda while &
categorically deny such allegation. 1 wish to assure him and the 1!nn‘3{
that my condemnation of the Government  of India Act, 1935 .md the
policy of Imperialism pursued by the British Government in India .
done not with a view to enter into any polemics but was based on shf‘”l
conviction and on belief that as long as present relationship of the Central
and Provincial Governments remain unchanged, there was no hope ol
br_lngmg the province to a state of solvency. Sir, the fact ol laying d-mg
reins of office when we had found it i!u]umsilblc- to ;'um;tiun with digmty and
sclf‘rc§PCCt i3 a proot of how sincere we are in condemning the Government
of India lfsct and how we are prepared to sacrifice for the cansce of indepens
dence Which every Indian should hold dear, .
| Sir, the Hon’ble Premier has spoken at length about the breaklast
‘]Nl’}lCh he is relishing and the dinner which he is (',\:.]’;(‘(‘Iin{{, I would be the
:};}tl 1;1(.1;30’} to .dcnY. him the breakfast which he is relishing and the dinna
©h i€ Is expecting to-morrow. But, 1 am constrained to tell him  that
the Opportunity of relishing the breakfast and of expecting  the dinner, b
been provided to him by the efforts and the sacrifice of lh’u party to which
I have the honour to belong.  (Hear, hear.) Has Sir Muhammad made any
f:ﬁ'prt or sacrifice which has brought him the breakfast 7 Morcover, il h_c
1s In office to-day, where he is in a position of relishing the breakfast, it 18
because this party has left the office under circumstances in which it will be
Iézggigglfgr any Indian to accept this posil.ir.m of Im.mility. _ Sir,' ‘ ?1(: ]l:;lf
66 it b 1a(rlld found fault with us for pursuing a  policy which ac (:Ur('),ln]i
attitude as}? t]?c country to a hunger strike. If we  had taken t.ll(, S‘mkc
with regard as been takcn.by the l’.r(: mier and which he advises us to 1aze
... 8 to British domination in India what would have been the
position of India to.day » C: o - . the stand taken
by the Cone. ~ay £ Can any one deny that but for the st !
oY "0¢ Songress against Britain, Sir Mul ad would have got what he
is rellShlng tO-da o S’ I , . ‘ uhnamimad wou ( “ e [ ].chnt-
ing the budeer | ¥ * oir, I was further told that on the occasion ol pre: H
B Fah el 1t was not proper for me to enter into political polemics.
ut‘o what value can such an advice be when  the preacher himscll acts
contrary to what he preaches ?  After hearing this sermon I had naturally
expected that the Hon’ble Premier would come forward with proposals for
1mproving the _Flnances of the province and with measures which will go to
mitigate the miscries of the people.  But what we do actually find 27 We
find that his Whole specech is full of polemics, whether financial, political
or ad ministrative. He has been pleased to tel] me that I was not familiar
with the condition, the events and the history of Agsam. 1t is diflicult for
me to say why he thinks so. Is it because I have not had the privilege
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and honour of being born in Assam and of bcing br(?ught up in this
province and because of his longer acquaintance with his Assam“he. Fanf
claim to have more knowledge than I am of the events f‘.nd h}stOl'} "
Assam ? Whatever the reasons which actuated .llw. I*Ion.‘ble Plemle} to
make this statement, I  wish to add that in _m‘:lkmg_ Elllegéclll.lﬁgns
against the previous Governments for the present chaotic financial con m.ons
of the province I gave consideration to matters suc!: as the peculiar
condition of the province. 1 assert that the previous .Cv‘over.nment ought
to have found ways and means to overcome these difficulties. He “has
on the other hand said that the present lmaulxcf;ll position of the province
is maialy due to two factors, first, the remission of land revenue which
the previous Government granted to the poor people, ;md‘ secondly, the
policy of 10 per cent. reduction of opium initiated by the previous Govern-
ment But Sir, it Is not surprising that he forgot to menf.lon ano.t}}er
fact or which is in fact rcspﬂ'nmhlo for the present chaotic financial condxtx‘on
of the Province. This province has been a close preserve of a com munity
whose patronage he is enjoying to-day. But for this reason and not for

giving remission of land revenue and reducing consumption of oplum
o N ) . . .. )
perhaps Assam would have been in a happier position to-day (Hear,
hear).

Sir, while accusing us for pu}:ing a higher rate of int.ercst on treasury
bills it was very amusing to hear from the Hun‘ble' Premier the fact that,
by exerting his personal mﬂucm.‘,c over Sir James Taylor, he was able to
have the interest on treasury bills reduced from 3 to 2% per cent. I hope
he is not insinuating that I took any commission from Sir James Taylor for
allowing him to charge interest at the rate of 3 per cent. irom. the Govern-
ment of Assam. I wish, however, Sir, to remove the impression created b.y
the Hon’ble Premier that T have been responsible for paying interest at this
increased rate. He would no doubt bear me out that before
paid on these treasury bills C\I'cn at the rate of §,
: : after the war the interest w
;1'%?113];); ?Sin(‘.sting for the Hon’ble Premier to know that it was the Con-
gress Premier of Madras whp made a representation to  the Reserve Bank
after it was discovered by hm} that the interest paid by the Central Govern-
ment on such treasury bills was lower than what  was

the war we
lor 1% per cent. interest
as increased to 3 per cent. It

) han | paid
by the Provincial Govemmcntf,‘}that it l}a.d no t]LIS.tlﬁCZIF{On in Chal‘glng
from the Provincial Governments t 1¢ rate of interest at a higher rate. The
subject matter of this representation was included

. . in the agenda and
would have come {for consideration at the conference of the Finance
Ministers which was fixed to be held in

! e the month of January. That,
however, did not take place because Ministries I Congress Provinces had

resigned in_ the meanwhile b}lt. I ?nay assert that it waq as 4 resalt of o0
representation that the f}ove' norx 01. tl}e Reserve Bank had vemieed) i
policy and decided to charge the Provmcujd Governments the same rate of in-
terest which it was charglpg on treaSL.u‘y bills . from the T ——— Tdia.
I hope, Sir, t.h¢ I:IOHSC “_r’ l} now realise that 't was not because of persuasion
or personal 111ﬁuu;<;e C¥C’C15C\d by the Premier over Sir James Taylor that
the rate ir_om.B t(? ""‘fSPCI cent. was I‘Cdugecl for to think 50 will be doing
a great injustice tod | i jamef Taylor. who in such matters, I have no reason
to believe, 18 g.ulde Oy any other consideration than that of treating all the
provinces on just and equitable grounds.

Sir, I was attacked by the Premier for brin
it is amusing to find that the Hon’ble

ging the taxation measures but
much to say against these t

g the Finance Minister who has had so
axation measures, has relied on those very measures
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for his breakfast (Hear, hear!. Sir, he has not only lfriﬂ gl ;H:-‘*%H!rf:
which 1 had the privilr-gc to sponsor last year, but he has .:‘J" 3 1Ol red ”.p'pf -,,r
rate of tax on agricultural income as is evident from the l:.:ww' e—] '_‘..,'g-:;-.
194¢ which he has introduced. If the income from the ,-\-..-}: < - - :“n; .'u;xr
tax is so poisonous, if the income from the Amuscments s WG i L;‘,’,

the incidence of which according to the Premier would fall e K e
people, if the income from the tax on petrol and kerosene oil 1s derin
why has he kept these Acts, intact ? (Hear, hear) With the incom T
from these very Acts, he has been able to make a provision lor 1he o J‘Ld:;:(\.\'t‘
tary Secretaries, Private Secretary and for an increasc in his slary Lo -‘:‘(i.u‘»
of his colleagues. If the hon, members would be pleased to ook .m-.fi-.””
provisions made for Ministers’ salaries, ctc., they will find that exp sersdin
on this one item alone has increased be nearly 50 per cent. The (‘q::?n'-
ture provided on account of Ministers’ establishment, Parliamentarny ~.(:\ri
taries and Private Se ‘ “J\;‘r
to Rs.2,77,152—that ’
he has called the

*

11 4 bl o find,
cretary, as the hon. members will be JH-W] - "\ ir
- ag 1Na - i { Last year. .
i8 an excess ["l' Rs.1,35,108 from l!l,ll‘.” s 1 his opis
Agricultural Income-tax Act very obnoxious, as

. ity : g , " -hallenge
nion the incidence of the tax will ultimately fall on the poor. I ‘] o n:\'
him to prove that it is 80.  What I say to-day may not be acceptee ter
philosopher and guide, but he will have to admat, i

he has got the facte and figures, that not one of the poor "“l“"'m.:f
will ever have to pay the tax on agricultural income. Sir, 1 have yr-l il n
that a poor cultivator derives a net income of Rs.3,000 per year h‘)!l ¢
his cultivation on which alone he will have 1o pay the tax, as provided in t )r'
Act. If such an instance exists, by what imaginatior. can he be called ‘lwl“i;
1s beyond Ty comprehension. 1 make bold to say that the incidence of !}! .
taxation will Chieﬂy fall on the tea planter and in a smaller degree ‘,'” b ‘.(.
zemindars of Goalpara and Sylhet.  The argument advanced by the I.“.l-l,“”
tha.t 1f the zemindars have to pay the tax they will ultim;m:ly_ realise it “l‘":
th.e”' POOr tenants is without any basis and not tenable. I le' Zeming ll:
will then not only be inviting trouble from the peasantry but will also .
themselves liable for further taxation. They will never follow sm:h‘ a <-m.;lbf
and the piece of adyice given by our veteran leader, as is cevident from wha

Mr. B. N. ukerji, a zemindar, has said in this connection. ernents

Then, Sir, 1 have been criticised for imposing the tax on amusc mi for
and be.ttmg_and on petrol and lubricants. I have further _been l“ll(ll(.lllllt‘( lil:)c
?Vcrcfit(sitxmaupg the yicld from these sources. The only thing I’ ki ](' P a5
fO add now in thijs connection, Sir, beyond what I stated last year, 1s tha 4
ar as I know, not a single pie has ye been realised as tax from betting, anc

£ : gle pie has yet been realised as A S stage of the
gf{lcmgthrom the Shillong race course. I do not know the present stage o ;
foi VI;Ille t:)egolrid - this matter. T think, at this stage, it will x:()itt lii;illpll)(:'pcto
f nto details on the particular matter, but _suﬂxclnz? W e
inform the Houyge and T hope the Hon’ble Premier will also agree with  m
that our case stands on_very good grounds and the tax when realised from this
Sete Sl 8ive g substantial yicld. T had expected 1} lakh as from this
source and if we haye got over 30 thousand rupces for a part of the year
mainly from the cinemas, but not a pie from the betting, I do not know
how the charge of overes:imation can be levelled against us. .

Then, Sir, as regards the tax on petrol and lubricants, I should like to
mention here one important fact.  When I was in office it was brought to
my notice that the CGommercial Carrying Company had not been paying the
tax on petrol and lubricants consumed by their lorries  and cars  plying
on GaUhati-Shillong road. I do not know, Sir, if the Hon’ble Minister in
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giving us the figure from this source, has taken into account the income
which we should get, in spite of their complete defiance from the Commer-
cial Carrying Company. 1 do not know, Sir, if the Commercial Carrying
Company has in the meantime been exempted by the Premier from paying
But I can say this much, Sir, that if the collection of the tax 1S
pr operly supervised and no concession and favour is bestowed by the
G overnment. 1 have no doubt in my mind that we shall get over 4 lacs of
r upees a year from this source of taxation. I hope Sir, the Hon’ble Minister
in charge will please take note of what I have stated in this connection and
inform the House as to what steps have so far been taken by the Go- ernment
for realising this tax from the Commercial Carrying Company.

Then, Sir, we have been criticized for giving a last minute land revenue
remission of 50 per cent. The Hon’ble Minister has accused us not only
here but I have heard it mentioned also outside, that such a remission  was
given by us at the time of our going out of office only because we wanted to
put the future Ministry in difficulty. But apart from the fact that we always
ctood and worked for such remission, may 1 remind the Hon’ble Prime
Minister of what he said on the last occasion ?  Sir. criticising the Budget
Speech which T made last year the Hon’ble the Prime Minister said:

«“The first is that our masses are suffering under a groaning poverty.
To remove the poverty of the masses, in my opinion, three courses were open
to him. First is to reauce the burden of taxation upon them in any shape
whatsoever. Most of my friends have already told the House that this has
not been done. Even the solemnly declared 50 per cent. reduction of
revenue is not there in the Budget.”

Sir, only last vear he had gone out of his way to advise us that one
way of removing the poverty of the poor people was by means of re-
ducing the incidence of taxation on them, but this year we find him not only
criticising us for the steps taken by us in this direction but also declaring
it as mere spoon feeding.  The House is aware of what I said on a number
ol occasions last vear regarding the reduction of land revenue. I stated
that when we took office the year was too advanced for us to issue fresh
orders before the preparation of the dole and that the next step in the matter
of reduction of land revenue would be taken up by us after the taxation bills
were passed and when the time came for issuing fresh orders to the local
district officers for the year 1940-41. If only last year my hon. friend was of
opinion that to help the cultivator it was necessary to reduce the incidence
of taxation on lunz, how can he now accuse us if we did in fact reduce the
land revenue ? The Hon’ble Prime Minister has also been supported by my
hon. friend Mr. Moore, the Leader of the European Group W.hen3 thé
former stated that the reduction of land revenue is neither in’the interest
of the poor cultivator nor will it help him. But may [ ask Mr. Moore
whether after going into the facts and figures he considers that the incidence
of taxation on land is based on equitable and proper grounds ?  What i
the land revenue per bigha which he, as a tea planter pays and what?s tl .
land revenue per bigha which is normally paid by the ’pooi* cultivators ? }e
the assessment equitable, fair and just ? = Ts he justified ; Gvators ¥ 15

1 hree to four annas at the r dIn paying per bighy
say about three to I¢ most when he gets a net income oa
Rs. 60 or 70 per year from that piece of land while the poor cultivator pays
over a rupc% ﬁ}r the lsla meiland though his net income does not exceed 10
or 12 rupees & - . 15 aM-V?Iy‘ €asy to criticise the action taken in this
matter by the‘ p! evious 1lmst1y, but I would only ask him to justify such
crincis m after going mt‘o E',m facts and figures. On what ba is is the taxation
based in his own country ? Do the poor people thers pay higher rate of

this tax.
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taxation than the rich people ?  Sir, I assert that the principle it ’!”‘C
- - - - } : fosllonw ed L us
matter of lilxallhll illld assessment of Ei”i"i revenuc which 15 faolloved In . |
; " . ; ) . N — sty he inaakes
Oown country has pnot his support in India. By such criti ron] f
o . t sbherr 1 3 12Cox M 4

it only 100 cleir how he and his community feel about the poor people ’

this country,

e 4

Fhen, Sir, we vere criticized for not putting into cone b T 0
\«;’hat _we had Promised in our Budget .\;)r!'.: h last seo I he Hon'ble
Premier, 1o illus:rate hig point, was pleased enough to single out one or  (wo
Instances, Pilrli(‘ul;uly that of Dong syvsic m. He said “My  predecessor,

L
the Finance ‘\‘““i“‘ﬂ': had Promised to spend a2 sum of R 5,000 on what
hf.: C«’l”f'd.thc Dong System but nothing in this direction w s «
s .M'"iSt"Y prior to their resignation”.  Apart from the
hf’mg In glass houses should not throw stones on others, I can point out to
hl{n.that a number of Promises, which were made by him when he was a
-‘flms'tcr In 1937-38, were not fulfilled by him, 1 can tell him that if we had
promised to spend Rs.15,000 on Dong system we meant to spend the a mount
for the Purpose we had Il”()lll:(],; T think my Hon'ble friend, t‘h('
evenue Minister i bear me out that I was responsible for sanctioning
SCVCI:&[ amounts for D(Jng not onl of l';‘“l‘_‘s
Eﬁ:&cﬁag]};}:gtNa{b“"@ Khetri, Dharmapur mauza and Merua and Iﬁ;‘n)lk.a‘l‘x.;ll
cent. of tf? e i one C_:xs;(: I also had mfu_ln il. a condition lln.fl = ; l' . ’
ade b ¢ contribution fy the construction of such a bund should b
KJ}::WL Si); t.hefl‘oc.a] People for whege benefit such bund was to be ﬁullﬁll‘ll(‘.t(.-(l-‘
> 270 I face of these facts for the Premier, to come forward and o sy
; I‘- in that behalf is, to say the least  which l\,\,‘tlx\»
- » — 1nvite the Hon’ble Revenue Minister to say 1 5 '
not a fact that the acyga) work if not done w;xs(ouly due to the fact that it

wa 1 5 . 1ne
5 1ot possible for the Public Works Department to take these up during
the raing,

be(:ng}::]igc,l Sil‘, tl_'l(: very schcrr}c ()f:Drainag(: and Irrigation for w}u(,'hl we }:’l;\\"c

oy existo IVE our blessing g one, which if I may be "“mlvc(, i el

s aﬁenci to us. I had mentioned about it in my last buc "”_(‘(]S)P.('):u'-t-’

men’t on rer(; € session wag over, instructions were issued to Ll‘lL ..LI. ‘rcd

e erned to work out the proposal. ‘The scheme was b
our guidance and Included in the new schemes to be undertaken in

i e e:?:é thft I have sajq there is no question of blessing the scheme

nce s due to us..,, .,

he Hon’h) . MAN :
The scheme wasg sfarﬁhan Bahadur Maulavi SAIYIDUR RAH ¢

d as far back as 1930
Mr. FAKHRUDII)IN ALT AHMED: But it was put into concrete
- Before Tswitch off 10 ot atters and in order to
substantiate what I said in thig conn(:zcti(i)n Iov?'iﬁc:cf?r t()LtWO matters which

my hon. frlCl’lfi the Premier should haye considered before accusing us for in-
activity. II} mtroducing the budget of 938-39, he said, “ a scheme of
subsidised dispensaries for rural a-eas has been devised, and the sum of over
twelve thousand rupees hasg been put down in the CStiI;latcs for next year. >’
Sir, only the other day this House Passed a resolution regarding the subsi-
dised dispensaries which alone would set the scheme envisaged as far back as

) | ¢} I -
atic Y thic !)"

o, Bete Bemt

act that persons

yatone place but at 4 number

in 1938-39 and my hon. friend though was in power for over 9 months ~
after it had received the approval of the Assembly could not bring it into
concrete shape.  Secondly, in that very year he promised a sum of Rs.10,000
for a model village scheme, which was never spent.  About this he said :—
“¢ By an oversight the sum of Rs.10,000 voted by the Assembly for the model )

village scheme was put in the budget of 1937-38 under 57.—Miscellnacous,

e
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which meant that the money could only be drawn and spent by the vxllagte
authorities.  This sum could not therefore be utilised for the purpose memzl,
and in the next year’s budget a pl‘ovisioq for Rs.25,000 has bce.n cmdate
under the proper head. A Special Officer has also been appoint Tlo
organisc the model villages on the lines laid down py the Ministry . 1e
sum of Rs.10,000 provided for in the budget of 1937-38 could not be spent
as it was by mistake put under a wrong heading, but what explanation can
be given for not utilising the sum of Rs.25,000 proyldcd in the budget of
1')3?{-39 although my hon f{riend, the Pr_cmicr, rcmmr}cd in power for over
9 months after the budget was passed. The House will be interested to see
:hat only Rs.25 was spent out of it. . nl

Then, Sir, very impressive figures have been given by my hon. friend,
the Prime Minister, in support of the creation gt the post of the sccpnd Con-
servator of Forests by his Ministry. He would like the House to behevg that
by the creation of such a post he would be causing the Province a saving to
an extent of Rs.22,000 per vear. ~T'have tried to work out these figures, and I
feei mysell constrained to aiffer from the Hon’ble Premier. I find that even
the explanations given by the Hon’ble Prime Minister do not support  his
contention.  He has explained that if the post of the Personal Assistant is
converted into that of the Conservator, the incumbent of the post will get per
month an overseas allowance of only £13 instead of £30, and that as a Con-
servator he would also not be entitled to an allowance of Rs.200 which he is
now drawing as the Personal Assistant. This, in his opinion, therefore will
result into an ultimate saving to the extent of Rs.22,000 per vear to the
Government. I would however like to enlighten the House as to the exact
nature of these figures. In the first year

I admit that there will be a small
saving ot Rs.300 only because though the moment the Personal Assistant is
promoted to the post of the Conservator he will start drawing Rs.1,750 per
month instead of Rs.1,350 a month which he is now drawing but this increase
in expenditure will be oftf set on account of the saving in allowance and on
account of the reduction in overseas allowance.  But, Sir, when the next year
and in the following years for 5 years he will get an increase of Rs.100 a month
per year, the hon. members will easily see that in the next year the expendi-
ture on this account will increase by Rs.1,200, in the 3rd vear by Rs.2,400, in
the 4th year by Rs.3,600 and in the 5th year by Rs.4,800. 1Ip addition to
that the House should bear in mind that the Personal Assistant, who is to be
appointed as a second Conservator, has yet 8 years to go, and as the Hon’ble
Prime Minister knows, that for acting as Head of the Department for over
5 years he would be entitled to 8¢t an extra pension of Rs.5( X 6=Rs.300
beryear in addition to the additional pension of Rs.400 per year which he
as a Head of the Department, would be entitled to, over and above what hé
would get if he retired as a Deputy Conservator. I am therefore unable to

ince. I know that my

find how this will bring an ultimate saving to the Proy
anation by saying that the saving

hon. friend will now come out with an expl
is caused to the province by the fact that it hag no longer to pay for Mr.
Harrison. May I ask him if he can give us an assurance that Mr. Harrison
will never return to Assam ? My, Simmons another officer in this Depart-
ment did return after he had gone to Dehra Dun,  What guarantee is there
that, if Mr. Harrison is not found suitable, and his services are no longer
required at Dehra Dun, he will not be sent back to Assam P As a matter of
fact, the Hon’ble Prime Minister should have welcomed the much needed
saving on account of Mr. Harrison going away to the Government of India.
I had the privilege of going through the file, and it would not amount to
giving away of the official secrets if I say that, when this post of the second
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Conservator was retrenched, it was decided that it should be kept in .'.'?nr"azn« c
and not restored till the forest revenue had risen over thirty  Lakis o 5“5"":"}
per year. Has now the revenue increased 1o that extent 7 It i I_ am .zuxgj.::
somewhere in the neighbourhood of 16 aor 17 lakhs, Does he p.u-y\:. th
once he has decided to revive this post how difhicult st will be tor the
future Government to do away with it 2 He hos told us that one w ay of
improving the financial position of the provinee is by means of retren h mr-mt
Is this the way in which he secks to effect retrench ments 7 l.'. ths lus' \'--*f
of reducing the top heavy expenditure of the provinee ¢ 11 heo says that a
second Conservator is necessary because the officers in the distncts ¢ not
much up to the mark and therefore require supervision, so I !r no hesitas
tion to say that these provincial officers who are now ‘n chiirge of the clistt iets
were rccruitcd, when my hon. f}-in“d’ Sir Muh:ammad .\_L_ngiglié',ﬁ w.ts i1
charge of the administration of this province., To say to-daay that ”‘W“{
officers cannot be left to hold charge of districts without being  supervise
by the Personal Assistant or the Conservator, would speak i1l of the hoice
made by him. Iwould ask him either to have full confidencein zh:‘,\(;
officers, or if he finds that anyone of them is not deing his work propes Iv he
must take action against them and substitute in their place officers who can
be well trusted and relied upon.

The Hon’ble Premier has spoken at great length about the "
have been embodied in the next year’s |;ll(]!,!l’t. defore 1 go into the details
of thcse.schcmvg I would only point out mw””_ Houee that in 1939-30, when
the Agricultural Income tax Bill was only introduced and when we did not
have at our disposal the incre ' asures, the

G . ased income from various taxation me .y the
overnment of which I was i, O

: a member, had embodied new schemes .
budget to an extent of Rs.3,34,271 out of which for Education alone, @ st

0€R5'1’93>125 was provided. Then Sir, in 1938-39 in which year, 1} hon.
friend had the privilege and honour of ,])r('_s:-“tinzv the budget for that yeab,
new sche mes iTlVO]Vin{{ an (.lxp(f“(]i““.“ onlv ”{" ‘]{\-_4 1.221, were .l"".\'“l”l'
In 1940-41 when my hon. friend has the advantage of having at his (l|s|>(ns.}l
an increased income of over Rs.30 lakhs from the Agricultural ITncome LN,
and the various taxation measurcs. he has only embodied new schemes l'll"
the budget involving an cxp(:nditu’r(: of Rs.3.70.848. These figures .w'”‘ lr
Cﬁmparcd in an honest way, show how i';u*' th,(fv ,n'.pr('s«:nt the i!!l(‘n““”l-“ O
}riz t:/iv% Governments towards the people of the province. . Sir, Ijl)‘l'l.”“-v

"¢ oas spoken at length on the new education scheme which he claims
to have provided. T make hold 1o say that it will be difficult for the Premicr
to contradict, if T say that mr;sty()r ‘Lhcs'c schemes for which he claims

credit were prepared under our instruction and guidance and the only new
.educatlon_ Sd}emc that has been included by this Ministry is the one regard-
ing the Girls College at Gauhati '

On the other han

a sum of Rs. 87,000

schemes which

?’ I am pained to find that, whilec we h(z_t‘d Plx?f.iilctr?t

or mass liters i 18 sover !

has reduced the provision for tlktlt: r:g}};erﬁzrr;gmﬁr;,]z :)kfl)O only. Agam

I was sorry to find that this Government has reduced " the provision o

Rs. 50,000 intended to be provided by our Ministry for the introduction

of free compulsory primary education in municipal areas throughout

the province. This Government proposes to spend only Rs.10,000 which will
necessarily imply only introduction of such education only in sclected towns.
Further, after our Ministry had decided to spend Rs.75,000 towards the

Primary Education in the villages, this Govarnment can hardly deserve our
congratulation for reducing the amount to Rs.40,000. ] or the H_OH’blC
Premier, to come forward and say in face of these facts, that he is trying for

the upliftment of the masses is indeed a mockery. Provisions on schemes, \



1940] BUDGET DISCUSSION 237

which would have bencfited the people, have been reduced in order to
divert the amount so saved towards the provision for Private Secretaries,
Parliamentary Secretaries and the increase in their salaries—provisions
which are necessary for their own existence and not for the improve-
ment of the condition of the masses.

The Hon’ble Premier has lost no oppurtunity to emphasise that by
providing Rs.10,000 for Madrassa Education he has succeeded where I had
{ailed last year. I had thought that he would be the last person to
stoop to such tactics and utilise such opportunitics as of mere political
propaganda against me. If he would care to go through the last
year’s budget carefully, he would find that though no separate amount
was specifically mentioned by me in my bufigcf specech, I had
stated last year in my reply to the budget criticism, there was an
increase in expenditure on Muhammadan education by nearly Rs.2,000.
In addition to that, I had provided a separate amount towards the
Primary and Sccondary Education in the immigrant areas. This year
we have found no such provision on this account by a Ministry which has
so much feeling for the poor backward immigrants. A sum of Rs.2,500
for the Islamic Madrassa at Shillong was provided at our instance in
this year’s schedule and 1 challenge the Premier to contradict this
statement. In spite of this propaganda our conscience is clear and I assert
that during our regime the claim of Muhammadan community received
full consideration at our hands. The Madrassa at Rangiya, which is
perhaps the only Madrassa in the Assam  Valley, owes its existence to us.
The provisions made for immigrant schools at Nowgong, Barpeta and
Darrang are due to our efforts. To day my hon. friend Mr, Rouf, I do not
know if he is here, criticised the Government for making no separate
provision for education of the immigrants. But that very gentleman had
no kind words for us when we had made such provisions for the immi-

ranis last year.

. The H(})n’ble the SPEAKER :
ﬁmShl\/Ir. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
i tant points, Sir.

lmp(')I'rhe chj)n’bl; the SIfEAI(ER: But the hon. member knows that I
have given him mc;_rel tlkrlnc than lll): \;fantcd. But hav

. iar )osition of the hon. member he may carrvy on a Yo
pwui\/llr.l FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Vif'e ha\?e beennd 11?211;111 Sé)On.
much that I feel it necessary to reply to all the charges made 2 agi ey

Sir, from the Budget I find that the Hon’ble Premier ig i tg dl}St_us‘
have a scparate .gepa;tmml“. for thel collection of Agricultural lIlneclé glrégtat\o

it 1 vident irom his speech. T - 5 -tax,
and it is also e I 1. If T am not mistaken, he has stated

ati f a separate De
that the creation Ol a : . —epartment has heco v e
the Government of India want it so ag they fee] e necessary Lecause

e o well protected if their officer o Al that their interest would

5 . . e & 1 -
vising the collection of the provincial Agricultul‘alleISPOHSlblc for super-
May L tell him that over 90 per cent. of b ncome-tax as well.

) - of the provine; e il ; :
from the tea planters and as {ar as those P}l)ct;:‘lmctzzi (t)%.\t\l,vﬂl toe reaﬁthsed
. ne ax Pa yCI‘S

are concerned, th=re can b ‘ :

Governments because  the ingorrrig frcclal;ESt;?lréhOfad;Z?:{te bet.ﬁe? the twg

aftgrtlﬁlakng such reducu_ons as are provided by the lé:;lt‘:.vall Gsve?i:;s?;t

z(13-nover::rr;af:nt [;::ll;ic&r)lt. (.)1 the 1ax on such income will go to the Central
per incial Government. I fail

cent. will come to the Pr
rov
to understand how there can be opportunities for dispute bewteen the

I hope the hon. member is going to

I have got two or three more

ing regard to the
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two Governments when it is merely a question of splitting the ",Wrm !f::(;
proportion. The other portion of the tax will come from .:r:mm..‘;s e
it has been held that the Government of India has no claim on tax deri ;
from this source. I for one do not understand how _can there be ":‘\‘
dispute with regard to this portion of the tax which will be ’T,"h“d - y
the zemindars not for the benefit of the Government of India h“-(. to:_
the provincial Government. If these facts had been brought to the '}U“Lic?
the Government of India, 1 feel sure that they would not 'h‘.n.\r nzs‘ntr:-‘;:
the appointment of a separate Special Officer, who, in addition, to l;r]u th
a salary of R#.1,000 per mensem will naturally have to be 3""‘"‘“ "H'O
a separate establis hment, etc. Sir, 1 would ask the Hon'ble ‘\“"‘-MC!: m
bear in mind that the income, which he has the privilege to derive “m
the Agricultural Income as a result of our efforts, is not to be spent ¢

the salary and convenience of individual members.

Adjournment.
The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

After lunch ‘
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, | was speaking nht'u}:
the  provision which the Government has made for having the “;Qr,
of Agricultural Income-tax Department supervised by a Special ()_Hum;

ro be appointed by the Government, ‘The observation which
have made in this connection is not in a spirit  of oppositon l__)u(
N a spirit _of stretching the hand of help to him so that by accepung
this suggestion he may cause a saving which should be as welcome to him
tovo us- T have, Sir, explained at length that if he had taken the
trouble to approach the Government of India, 1 am sure the latter w_nuld
not have stood in our way. They would ha’w: at least agreed to givea
trial to the suggestion till it was ‘ound that there was conflict of interest
¢tween the two Governments. Now, Sir, there is another matter about
which T ghoulq like to draw the attention of the Hon'ble Premier
roncehe Hon'ble Minister in-charge of Revenue. This is a matter \\'h.lt?h
SiOHCCrns ths well-being of  the people living in  Barpathar colnm.s:-:d-
onarca and also which concerns the revenue of the province. | h.1d
inSpccting the Barpathar Development arca an

the privilege  of i
(:\(/)é: 1I;1y personal knowlcdgc I can  say that this area, \\'l{lc]l 15
200 acreg and 60 per cent. of which has alrecady been dc(lm.('su.\

! g ater-supply. As

the ! s b-ad]y the communication and \‘le(?l' ."u[ ]

Rs. I;%ggbl,c Rcvenuf’ Minister had seen the necessity of providing at least
that a,. o n the COmlng.ycar for five ring-wclls and a road, 1t 1§ surpr_lsmg_
i scherﬁ?e of such Imperative necessity has not found place in the l_lgt of
Hon’ble R . submltfcc.l by the Ministry to this House. I don’t know if the
evenue Mu.‘uste.l. has had time for going into this matter but I

t . A r is not immediately taken up, the money
spent on developmg this area will go waste because I feel that the

cultivators, with all these inconveniences and without any aid being
given to them by Govcrnmcnt, may be compelled to abandon this area
opened up at huge ¢xpenditure. I should have thought that this Govern-
ment would have considered this scheme a necessity and would have given
their first preference to it, But, Sir, I find to my utter surprise that the
at way to mitigate the miseries of the
people for whom, I have been told, the Hon’ble Premier feels so much, has
not found place in this year’s new Schemes. Secondly, Sir, the Hon’ble
Premier waxed ecloquent about our not taking any action on the
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recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee.
sleeping over these files for a period of ten months.
us that the Retrenchment is one of the ways for improving the financial
position of the province. Sir, Ido not know how far he is justified 1n
accusing me for sleeping over this matter. For the information of the hon.
members of this House and also for his own benefit, T would like to sav that,
when we were in charge of the administration of the province we lost no time
in going through the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee :
and I may also tell him that not only a number of these 1ecommendations
was examined by the various Ministers concerned but also many of them were
discussed and disposed in  Government meetings. The Hon’ble Premier
should have been straight forward in placing before the House those recom-
mendations which were disposed of by our Ministry. He also has failed to tell
us what recommendations have been considered by him during the past few
months. Sir, he will however agree with me that if, as a result of retrenchment
saving has to be cﬂ'ectchd, the result of such a saving will not be perceptible
immediately. chal‘fllng the scale of pay, I should like to add that for the
present we can only fix the salary of the new entrants and in this connection
his Department will be pleased to tell him that, while I was the Finance
Minister, 1 took pains of calling all the Heads of Departments to a confe-
rence where the question of scale of pay, for new entrants was thoroughly
discussed The Financc‘ Department was asked by me to tabulate the
proposals before we resigned. 1If, Sir, these acts on the part of our
Ministry have not helped my Hon’ble friend in coming to some decision on
the retrenchment proposals, at least his experience and long acquaintance
with the administration should have been sufficient for taking action on those
proposals. But, Sir, on the other hand, we find that he has very vehemently
supported the creation of the post of a Special Officer for war purposes—a
measure which, T have no hesitation in saying before this House, our

Ministry opposed and did not agree to make the province liable for an

expenditure which was neither the concern nor in the interest of the Provin-

cial Government. Hon. members are aware that the Central Govern-
ment should be responsible for such an expenditure, but to-day after we

have given up the reins of the administration, we find to our disgust and

surprise that inspite of proceeding with retrenchment of expenditure, the

Hon’ble Premier is incurring expendure on matters from which the province:
will not derive any benefit. .

Sir, another instance of how thf: Premier intends to reduce expenditure
will  be evident from his' anxiety to bring into existence new
appointments of Private Secretary and the Publicity Officer, etc. Perhaps.
he thinks that expenditure on these items is more necessary than expenditure
on ring wells and road for th.e Barpathar development areas. Sir, these
facts will be sufficient to indicate to the hon. members the policy
with regard to retrenchment'; or any other matter with which this Govern-
ment wish to pursue. In this connection, I would like to remind the Hon’ble
Premier of what he said about 2 year ago. He pointed out that there were
only three ways for improving the financial position of the province, and one
of these was by reducing the expenditure. If suggestions for the creation of
the second post of Conservator, the creation of the post of a Special
Officer for the war, and those for appointing the Publicity Officer, the
Private Secretary and the Parliamentary Secretaries are samples of saving

which the Hon’ble Premier wishes to effect, we may well expect what is to-
follow.

He has accused me for
He has moreover told
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‘Isle Pring inster
ir, i i ar’ get we find that the Hon'bie f_u-‘fa‘ '\]i:n" by
Then, Sir, in this year's Budge 50 thousind  rupees as was don 7
has made a proposal for raising a loan of 5 } th his motter ina spirt O
rr?: last year. 1 do not propose to speak .nE.uu,x :mq I ihe  House wihit
opposition but only wi'h a view to rcmuld‘ ll:'ﬁ'; }::";:'“y « similar loan. ::;
he said Jast year in criticising my proposal for o Rs 56 lakhs o C',lk'c
said, Sir, “Then it is proposed to take a loan Goubt that we mmust
deficits which we have got to pay. Therec is no r)”i e nalf a crore
some arrangement for paying it. Whether :x‘ln.m 'c“m shoughit= & do not
is the best wav is a matter which requires very P careful attention 10 it
say that my friend the Finance Minister has not ,I—.:"V""" q.nkilﬂf fund ol R“l‘i
I wil] throw cut a suggestion. He proposes to 3!.{1! -i“» 20 vears. This \\;0
lakhs and 15 thousand annually to pay off the |“'"}’; wnees for the next 2
€ 2 mill stone round the neck of the A&‘é‘f,';l ";"',}qn ived of a sum cc
2 Takhs, 15 TiCan that the Fomnt Budgets wd If we could devise ml(:lf
2 lakhs, 15 thousand annually for new sche mes. saving to the provin i
method, some way not to take loan it will be a yu‘-‘l‘l i the point of view 0
While T was in office I had considered the subject ) f“:"r“ we get from our
utilising the provident fund 3uhg,¢;rip[i,,"q that each l: ;hr ear 1037-38-”
public servants. From the Budgc( Me morandu m o e R, 15.11,000,
find that the total subscriptions to the provident func “”‘0 or there was @
and the disburscmcms during that year were 1(5.1,48,_ il Budg”
surplus from income of over 7 lakhs.” This year uh:, I fine the receipt side;
cmorandum at pPage 12 the estimate of Rs.15,5 7 000 c-n‘n b s and
renile the estimated expenditure is Rs.10,71,000-— this cove . ;,.--wv withdrawa
temPOrary advances durim,' theycar. There were some very - l\t p.:nid officers—
unt of retirements and deaths of some highly

. l.(‘l-
; : tard and the unfortu=
_ trement of Dr. Hutton and Mr-. l""’h'“d.-”\lvm‘ a surplus ©!
nate death of oyr Chief Engincer Mr, Shaw, cven so there ‘

over 5 lakhg of Rupe

-1l that to
s in this fund. Hen. members know ﬁ.l“ WILIH\' idea is
the subscribers to this fund we haye to pay 4 per cent. ,”u-r("sl.'(. arate Mind
make thig suggestion ip g spirit of friendliness) whether a s il e end of
could not be started with the surplus of this provident fund, ‘“-lr("il ot 3 per
Orrowing in the OPen market which at the Icast will bear ”;.t(l, short terms
by o We utilise this money, and for the balance we borrow o w1 per cent.
e eans. of treasury bills' where the interest is only 4 per (:(»‘}”‘-t-'l;t'l' he shoul
.TC request my  hon. friend to seriously consider f‘ “vu difliculties ;
;anl‘;;’ itth\]j loan thig yearat all.  In the first i tl},m.([. i’lfxt(‘l unm(lo:' ln'nvi-\'it?h
5 as on ac 1 sar. although 1 1okl or
by e Budge O’F%‘;?/;n):{()fint{]ci:‘.s:(l:)tn Ydﬁ IL:),un of n,xﬁr’)(-(ts ”.“Ny_ﬁv-((;nl,‘]l)l(\rltli\;l'_{ in
¢ Reserye Bank this was not done.  We will .h‘(' c i piors.
the open market, and if richer Provinces with big budgets of lr“?((-)t n(n' oan at
inteores get money at 3 per cent. can we no o the income
the same rate of interest since our total income is less even th‘:l'“t]' 0 e B
; a and Bombay. If we do not ‘[{"L b v advice
3 per cent. our credit will he shaken for the future. Therefore, Y b of
and advice gained by experiences is that the Ministry should be very chary
borrowing at the P juncture in the open market.”’ last wear 3
A . f advice the Hon’ble Premier gave me las )\Nith
but to-day he has come forward with 2 g milar proposal for the lol:]m.c AR
SO many years’ experience of the ad ministration he seecms now to hav ‘mking
to the same conclusion ag | did last year. He was opposed to rcrg,es; o
loan at 3 per cent. but now he Proposes to do at a higher rate of ”]loané. 5 1€
4 per cent., at a time when the time is less favourable for floating

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How much more time the hon.
member will want ?
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Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED: 1 want another 10 minutes, Sir.
Then, Sir, T should like to quote a few sentences from the last year’s budget
criticism of Sir Muhammad Saadulla to show the views he then held
recarding “*‘Assam Rifles’””. He said as follows :—

“T'his Budget presented by a Finance Minister belonging to that great
organisation of the Congress which have undertaken to wrest independence
ol India from the British I'mperialism, ought to have made its stand firstly
for the independence of Assam's finance from the hands of the Central
Government. I read and read the speech of my hon. friend the Finance
Minister to find out if he has ever proposed to fight for our genuine grievances
on account of our non-sharing in the excise duty on petrol and kerosene, and
relief from our share of the frontier defence force—the Assam Rifles.”

The Hon’ble Premier was disappointed last vear on my failure to raise
a protest and fight fm’.rohc ﬁ'om‘ our share of the frontier defence force—the
Assam Rifles.  But this year we find him agreeing to make an extra provi-
sion of Rs.27,000 for the Assam Rifles instead of fighting as he would have
liked me to do for relief from our share of the Frontier Defence.

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble the l’n‘mc‘ Min_islvr has shown us the way as to
how he proposes {0 remove the n-nscru‘s ol the poor 1““3}‘1(‘ in the l\'ill-'-lges.
He has told us that he was not going to renew the enhanced Stamp and Court
Fees Act, 1936, 1 do not knn‘w, Sir, it by throwing this suggestion, he
wanted to tell the members of the House and the people outside that the
Congress Ministry had at any time int&‘pglvd b}' rencwing this Act to increase
the burden of taxation on the people.  There is nothing on record to show
that the rates were either cnhnm‘(_‘d by the C(.mgrcss Ministry last vear, or
that we had proposed to do so this year.. 1t is, however, gmtifying to find
that the Hon'ble Premier, has, by dc_mdmg not to renew th}s Act, supported
the wishes of the people and at lo‘;‘.st n this matter le}lcu n lim? with the
party which stands for the reduction (?1 tl_u‘ burdcn)ol .th(f taxation on the
poor, in whatever forms At the beginning of the Premier’s speech we heard
that, in order to understand the real causes ol the financial problems of our
province, we have to look and compare the history and events of this
province, and after we have co x.npletely appreciated them, we h{we then to
devise ways and means by which the finances of the province can be
improved. I was all the time therelore  looking forward‘ for a concrete
suggestion which I thought he meld throw in tl}c course of his speech for
improving the finances ol the province. , But ultimately what do we find at
page 30 towards the end of his spccch ? Thisis how }}e has concluded :
“This state of affairs cannot continue long, we should devise ways and means
to wipe off our debt and start with a clean slate. Onc.way of improving our
finances is the method of rctrenchmc;:nt, the other way is by finding ways of
adding to our resources’. Sir, in this very speech he had accused me for
bringing the various taxation proposals which I had the honour of doing so
beflore the House last year. But while he accuses me for increasing the
revenue of the province in that way, he also ad mits that the only way to
improve the finances of the province is by tapping new sources of income.
We have been waiting for him over 15 or 20 years, during most of which
period he was in charge of ad ministration to give us some suggestions, but we
have failed to find one single instance in which he proposed to tackle the
question of improving the income of the province. On the other hand,
when I, after only an experience of a few months, gave the province
some lead in the matter he was the first one to criticise those measures and to
mislead his party by stating without any facts and figures that the incidence of
those measures would hit the poor. Heis not- justified in assuming that I-
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ever claimed to be the saviour of Assam finances for [ would b o E":(\:;:.‘u
son to usurp what my friend has been claiming for the Jast de ade u,.l" 1w the
I do claim is that in my own way | made a serious effort fo ”f”'f“'lm?,_n.‘.
financial position of the province. To-day 1 fecl proud to 1 sand
left the finances of the province in a much better state than What . éz'f' rt this
them when I took over charge of the Finance Department.  To suppot

g x 1z 5 53] ti'r
conviction, I would request the hon. members to look at the fizure f the

. 2 | 9.4 <
Budget for the last few years. My Hon'ble friend was in  char 'I‘r 1938,
ad ministration since 1937 till he was thrown out later in  Septembet

. - . - { } “CSS “"
Apart from the excess of expenditure over revenue in 1937-38, the o

expenditure over revenue in  1938-39 was 41 lakhs, and the cxcess of t'\!lrln;;
diture over revenue in 1939-40, for which I may be held responsible, » ',!; in
lakhs 26 thousand. If my Hon’ble friend and his supporters had not Hl”l‘;ﬂ- wce
the way of the various taxation measures which, but for their unholy al .j-{-l'-!
and efforts would have been passed carlier and realised in time, the ]'"4“1“‘.

at the end of 1939-40 would have been different.  Even according o his own

L g ) = 1 .'\‘ t
estimate, an amount of 25 |akhs from the Agricultural Income X of
would have come to us whic

h woultd have left a surplus of nearly 6 !'!L.ii‘ cs
rupecs at the end of the year and the excess of expenditure over the revenue
for the bU-df.{Cting year would have been considerably reduced. 1 l'r”:’““ :
he Sh.ould’ ir!s‘tcad of Criti‘:i-‘i“g me, be lh:mkf:ul that I had left him !,“ l
happier position whijch he should have utilised in making up S I
Whlch W()L.lld bcncﬁt the masses,  But it is a ])it\,' that he has given g
%gnfldcratlr.)n. in that direction and has failed to do ‘what is expected f‘[ f »:
1;2‘6?;](? l}f\tgi\s}tlcr ) We had lf’ﬁ Proposals to be embodied in out (I}I”I!:H '
framed for the gignt%lc:j‘[)(‘t;:(dltun: of l.",dl;:khs](if» rupees maost :,11 ‘\:\”ll( way 10

. © Mmasses and would have gone a  great e i
ngg‘(i;él}l:fnthe ’rnu(,"h n(:-(;'d(;d relief. But it is a matter of regret that mnste ad ol
& tme and additiona] income over these proposals and doing
time in finding fault e
and with o

thi
ad?l’%nf;zttz the people, he hag wasted his s in
0ing good 1 hypesent O WaY of thinking and the increascd resources in
g to hlms‘«‘”, his supporters and a few individuals. Morcover, I

not ungratefy] ' '

were
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on his part to criticise .  tasembl anosals but for
ol O criticise those very taxation proj Ml
. }10.1’1. he Wou.]d not be in 4 position to provide increased salary and
ciirties for himgelf ? :
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Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my expectations

has

wi v ls 1 ent
ith regard to the budget have failed so much that my disappointmen e

een succeeded by delusion.  The sudden increase of more than onc la i
rupees for the Hon'ble Ministers Wi.th’ their paraphcrnclin is si "}l?ly ;1})]):1. Ing
€ Present condition of the finance of the province. 1 hc‘ m-?:::cd
he course of events in this province, Sir, the more I am_ cf).l?\l -
hoout the failure of Reform and of the so-cailled responsible .C’m.("m"“ld

ot 5 One contingency which perhaps th.c framers of the constitution (‘0;1 :
no;rfofesee and which has robbed the substance of the ;Lutonomly. ‘ Jtsl rtbfd
of t}?eISRn? limit to the number of Ministers in the Cabinct. Atl)t(‘](:; }ﬁxricd

j ¢lorm when the Go ia Act of 1935 has burl
With stock anqg foapre] & vernment of Indi s and when the  British

A n the Majority of the province: g i s of
thcéve{gg}ent 18 trying its best to Jhavcya constitution framed which _j‘\nll.sa"tl]bg
to car 'an ambition ang when the Cabinet was formed in this provil n
admin?;ton the administration durine a political crisis, 1t is a  pity t(lmtl :110
Parliamcratt]on éhould be set up e o i many as 10 Mml.s]'t(.,.s .u;lc tt(id

cntary Secretars : gy e . as  been  allotte
for o Publicity B taries, Morcovcr, Sir, a huge sum has _ ‘hle  Prime
Minist : Y Department and , Private Sccretary to  the Hon'ble
1 t seems, Sir, that thig Government have learnt at lcast P ](}5503
y of a Publicity Department which cven Lnglan
ant to introduce.

from Herr Hitler the utilit
has be.en very much relyct

Sir, I do not mention all these frem any carping or sinistcr e
Th(? eyes of our countrymen are fixed on the budget proposals and I am
positive that they cannot accept these new proposals cheerfully as they ‘.w”
prove so very expensive with doubtful results. 1 cannot but mention
another point about these new proposals. Ttis a sad relic of bureaucratic

I V4
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idea that the members of the Civil Service should always be appointed to all
special posts. I cannot understand as to why these officers should be
allowed special allowances while they play the role of a Raja as in Bijni or
of a Secretary or of Dr. Goebell as is proposed now. Itisa pity that the
Assistant Publicity Officer who will perhaps not be inferior to the Publicity
Officer in experience and education will get a salary almost equal to the
allowai.ce proposed to be given to the Publicity Officer. Sir, it is high
time that Government sho Id stop this kind of allowances attached to high
salaries. '

Next, Sir, the decision of the Government to delay in giving effect to
the total prohibition of opium in selected areas will bring profound dis-
appointment to the country. No sacrifice would be too intolerable—no
effort would be too great to eradicate this deadly poison and a reversion or
suspension of this policy of prohibition will be an interference with the clock
of the province’s progress. The Government should not make smuggling
an excuse for the stoppage of prohibition, inasmuch as they cannot suspend
the Indian Penal Code simply because it has become insufficient to deal
with the crimes.

So far as Education is concerned, I am sorry to find that Govern-
ment has not helped thnse who have helped themselves and an  omission  to
grant an amount to Barpeta College at least to give it a footing, is too
conspicuous to escape our notice. Government have granted both recurrin
and non-recurring sums to the Girls” College at Gauhati. Personally I do
advocate co-education specially at thie stage of University education. ] When
women are competing to-day with men for jobs and are even decorating the
Treasury Benches there is no meaning in establishing exclusive. Colleges for
girls in this province. It is more so, Sir, because of the simple reason that
University syllabus for girls and boys is the same. I hope my friend
Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn will agree with me in this respect. ) .

I do not grudge, Sir, the sum of Rs.10,000 allotted for Islamic studies,
but a few hundred allotted for Sanskrit studies compare very poorly with
this amount I shall be failing in my duty, Sir, if| w_hxlc talking of educa-
tion, I do not voice on the floor of this House the .dcsu-e of our countrymen
to have a University at Gauhati. Our dxsappomtmcntd for shelvm'g the
question of cstablishirll_:‘?" a High C?lgil:\{;zllltibc compensated to some extent if

- -f - niversity a c :

i gggl‘a {L;]}Ezfllfc::lq(fsi my speecil by a brief reference to the. Agricultural
Departr’nent. Although provision has been made for the appointment of 4
few more demonstrators, it is but a poor attempt to make the countryside
derive benefit from a top-heavy administration, the officers of which do
research work which never reachps the peasant. Unle'ss, Sir, some reorien.
tation of this Department 1s carried out, I am afrald, our
will never be able to go a step forward from the pre-historic d
want to add more, Sir, but it is a pity that in spite of a tale
containing new schemes the budget 1nfe.cts us with pessimism.
Rev. L. GATPHOH : Sir, after hstenmg with rapt attention to the

-eliminary part of the speech delivered b . g -
preliminary par vered by the ex-Finance M W
of the nature of a duel between himself tnister which is

: and the present Finance Minister, I
feel qultqdat eaie tOI take my stand here as I think the Hon’ble Speaker will
not consider what I am going to say is irr : .« s
- . elevant to the budget. Sir, this is
. OC(??Sl(?n which only comes once’a year to a legislator an%l I take this
OPEOI unity to stand l}ere to echo what a man in the streets, what a
}aftoull oY, vtvhﬁF an 12;.‘g1‘10u1'tu1‘l.st, wl}at even a politician in the province, when
eit alone to himself and in his lucid intervals, thinks and feels about the
political mess in Assam.

agriculturists
ays. I do not
of 31 pages
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look alter the interests of all parties and communities irrespective of their
creed and political views. It is for this reason, chiefly that I commend the
budget to the public through the Chair.

Sir, I feel, that it is not right for us to expect too much from the
meagre exchequer of the province. Much can be done through private
enterprise to develop the resources of the country, through voluntary asso-
ciitions to increase mass literacy-——spread the knowledge of hygiene and
sanitation all over the country. There is plenty of scope for patriotic men
and women in these directions. And if such efforts were made and Govern-
ment took no notice of them—Government refused to give their helping hand
-—then and then onlv would they justly come in for criticisms and for con-
demnation. I shall have left out what I wanted to say at the very beginning,
if 1 take my seat without referring to the strength of the present Cabinet.
Who is resposible for ever increasing the number of the Ministers in the pro-
vince of Assam ?  The man in the street says—not the Prime Minister, not
the Government of India Act—not the Assam United Party alone but the
whole House, bear the full share of the blame. The intf-llig'cntia on the pro-
vince, in their heart of Learts feel and are fully convinced thatu the legislators
have not vet caught the spirit of self-abnegation to keep the interests of the

province as a whole on the foreground of their mind. It is time that we
pause and think seriously over the whole political situation in Assam.

Mr. BENJAMIN CH. MOMIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I speak on
the budget I should like to say something about the grievances of the Nok-
mas or Heads of various Akhings of Garo Hills. The subject that comes up-
foremost in the mind of a Nokma, the recognised proprietor of the :‘_\khing
in this respect, is the great possibilities that are going to be opened in the
Garo Hills in near future by working its mineral resources which were lying
unexplored up to the present time. I humbly_m}d respectfully request the
Government to safeguard the children of the soil in this matter and- that of
the Nokmas who for generations, jealously guard_ed the Akhings en-
trusted to them with practically no gain in return. Sir, I beg to state that
under the system that is in vogue the Nokmas are not obtaining the

lesitimate share of the income from other resources of the Akhings, such
as sal trees, elephants, elephant tusks, house tax and other taxes on revenues.
’ atters will not escape the attention

I fervently hope thac inequities 1n these matters

of the Government’s kind consideration. Sir, in support of my statement

T beg to quote a few sentences from 2 letter, dated the 20th March 1908,
= nt of India R. W. Carlyle, Esq., c. 1. .,

from the Secretary to the Governme
to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam.
The letter in the part paragraph 10 shows as follows :—The deprivation of

the half allotment of land revenue which the Nokmas and Laskars previously
enjoved under the circumstances explained in paragraph 7 of your letter of
the 26th November 1907, has evidently l?ff them with a sense of gricvances for
which there appears to be some f'gu_ndahon, qnd _considering the importance
of doing all that is reasonably possible to conciliate the men who mav be
regarded as the natural leaders of the community, the Government of India
would be prepared (o agree to any reasonable concessions which the Lieu-
tenant Governor may consider it advisable to make in respect of this
matter.” Sir, I beg to state that althou h the S g ©
of India was willing to conciliat - S € oecretary to the Government
as done vp i the presér;t ltl_a e with the leaders of the community, nothing
Governiment will not o] ime.  Therefore, 1 fervently hope that this
, atl to give their attention to the ) h
. d i n to the statement that I have
given now and do their best to fulfil the claj i
aucity of commumnicatior ; the claims of the Garo Nokmas. Sir,
pe 1on 1 our part of the province is a notorious fact.
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f 328 | inishcd ATl 8 -
g ya road was left hall hn : > - i abale
y -t ajengdoba road was _ Mubbdorrra-Rati
onstruction of the Baj } i and Mukhd:a -
‘C;ndcx- projects, viz., the Garobada II#”“’HT’--DI dequstc is the  AsTang __,.s nt
SULS - - v 1na - 4 i t sl ! further
ha* roads were not taken up at all. l.fgu-}lﬂ F D taming which has fi Er, ,)
for medical aid within the district, m!::r,uv ty ) o Fatablichment o . )
i o o g roaas
been enhanced due to absence of connecting

o gir

1 &b ihhes ' Rong
- . . - . & 1 .ull"i tiir @l &
dispensaries immediately, one at Rongre NI i
3 sfficctaley 11e i3 .
village may go to obviate the difficulty for 30 bold relief
i H L JE_ bBringes i1 o} Ie i
~ir, difficulty about communication brings i

nother iNCONe
LI30003

2 . v «endfer L1OIN,
. < the clistricl sues
venience which the people who live in the inte: 1~n‘(': ,“_h.,n powerful adversa-
and that is about obtaining redress against oppre of low being Siti wted At
rics seeking protection of law. I he only "’»“;’ lm-:;i:;v redress about thelr
Tura, people from the interior cannot think of getting

{ \glvntl}’

by the
overdue,
,»rutl.ln'_\'

infrequently they subimi
grievances due to the distance, and not very m“;( A!t”ri.‘: 34-“im;m stered
to the oppressions. In view of the l'aft»;“ - "i,"l i -t’ has become
Magistrates at Tura, a subdivision within the F"(”"‘*.”_'”"é.é falig
the most suitable place for which will be Rongrenggis '
situated

“There aft ,;]}Ulll
Sir, in education the Garos are still very b;u'.}:’.'.‘.'l'l‘.i. . iI o ln within the
300 Lower Primary Schools and 7 Middle Iungf!-‘ih) Sc¢ o "scholarships
district, but there are only 2 Middle English -'lf“l ”f . ,-,,,..w}( '(;-;ll):xx';t and
for Garo boys and girls for three districts, uz., I\"”'”‘”'.”, ,-' x: which the ,
Garo Hills, which is too inadequate in view of the large “""'f\,l'-:h”,. English !
competition is open, Therefore I submit, Sir that at least 9 % ! d for the
scholarships and 25 Lower Primary scholarships should be allow
Garo Hillg district for the present. . the dry
Sir, I would like to point out to the Government that during )

) . - u'()])lc
season the Water~5upp]y of Tura town is very in;ulc'qu;ltn .tn(l]‘ :xtu.mlt lni':h[-
or want of water wil] have to take their bath and food very late

hope that the

: . ¢ Tura

Govern ment will not forget the inconveniences 'f]"’ ”)lmjc(‘“'d

town people and provide special fund for meecting 'lh(: nuw.)-t ]t'm: pro-

cannot remain without thanking the (mv(-rnn,“,“ -a-Manka-

some fund for the construction of two bridges on  the l“]" r o time.

oad for which we were pressing the Government for - d“n}x’mt ast

~ Hills, under the present ar;~;111g(:111'c11.ts ;). Akhing

[ny share of the contracts, works of which are executed W“h.m : l(j "mnuz{l.)l

okmas. Some of the works are the b v Ié)l‘u‘l and

0 (a) Tura-Damra Road, (b) TU"“'B“J““.LF"(](’b‘l, ll")‘ {\'(r'ks
Phulbay; Road, at the disposal of either the Public

Water-supply,
viding
'Char )

Tepair works t
(¢) the Tura- ph b
€Partment, (he District Fund or the Tura Fund. It is respectfully praye
that the part of work that fa]s within an Akhing may be given for Cxci(‘:t-l-
tion to the N Sorfora man of that particular Al;hing ;[l‘)s,t(enfl)f Othfl(z

. tors ave no interest in  the wella 3 ‘
Akhlr-lg'- - 2 overnm‘:avr}:toti1 l:;?)k )after the needs  of the Garos and
fulfil it in no time.  Wijth these few words I resu me my scat.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker Sir,
allow me to congratula

d te the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the presentation
of his budget of the year 1940-41. Indeed, a few new schemes undertaken
by this Ministry show that some attempt has been made to meet the
demands of the public

in general ; but it must be said that response Irom
the Government is not denjed of t

P
he impoverished masses.

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has placed his seventh Budget before lﬁe
Legislatures but I am afraid one may not be wrong to say that so far as the

Surma Valley is concerned he has very little lfnowledgc of the pressing

needs of the masses living in outlying neglected villages.
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As a humble representative of a purely rural arca lying on the extreme
border of the province :}nd of a constituency which is a permanent abode of
chronic epidemics and ignorance and poverty, I, on the fourth occasion of
my budget speech, am labouring with this consciousness that I have not
been able to achieve any substantial relief for my people, whom 1 had the
honour to representin this Houso.. Year after year we have seen in this
House the race for the office pf’ Ministers, or for the Committees and we
have pressed in the floor of this House and to the successive Governments
the pressing needs of our people but how far have we done our duty to the
voters ? I am glad once more to take the privilege of pressing the neceds
of my people, viz., (1) protection of the villagers’ crop fields from inundation
of flood, (2) from ravages of water-hyacinth, (3) supply of seeds and improv-
ed implements and manure, (4) preservation of cattle from cpidemics,
(5) arrangement of market for the villagers’ produce by improving the
method of communication and saving the people who live in the forest
reserves from the oppression of Forest Department as well as  from the
exhorbitant charges of the forest articles such as bamboo, (6) arrange ment
of pure drinking water and (7) establishment of schools. ' '

It is no doubt that theve is a long list of demands and we are con-
scious that it is not humanly possible to expect that any Government work-
ing under the limitation of the Government of India Act, 1935, would be
able to bring a radical change of the present state of affairs, but a good
beginning can be started if there is a genuine desire to serve the people.
If there is a sincere and earnest zeal to cater to the needs of the people,
many humane works can be accomplished. Assam is a province noted for
its vast natural resources. The Government can provide fresh income to the
provincial chhcqucr by encouraging people to various cottage industries. '

The vexed question of Line System, I painfully say, has not attracted
the attention of any Government and I find no reason as to why this vicious
system should be continued. In thc‘intcrest. of the province’s solvency, I
request the present .l\'Iinistry to give full consideration to this demand and
wipe out the obnoxious system. ! .

Thanks to Alnughty God, a consciousness has dawned over our ill fed and
ill clad masses, and I must in this connection appeal to politigal sections -of
the country to devote their energy to the constructive side. We have
had many an unpleasant memory on poh'tlca.l controversy, but I must confess
that so far as the interest of the Sylhet district is concerned, neither party
nor Government has done proper justice to the intevest of the ill fated

dxstn{:l&ilile we do appreciate that the Government of Ass
allowed a loss of the huge figure of 28 lakhs due to the
opium with a \y_i&l?lw to ICT}I:I'OV‘I:IU‘C ClanIiﬂl, n;aterial
3 ssam Valley and has allowed a loss of 28 lak 3
gtlglljlsA will fall this year due to 50 per cent. re dls(lz‘tli‘;{)htsf12 lakhs—of which
" a view to ameliorate the indebted condition of the dj (? land revenue with
people—and the present Government though do btflStl essed Assam Valley
tion of opium scheme for selected areas, has al] udtlul of the total prohibi-
tion of the loss of 4% lakhs this year too forc tla Quiac, Ofice MOre ghoemiia-
Valley people. One wonders what 1€ supposed good of the Assam

< of AL provision 1 :
of masses of the low-lying lands of the Surmala\s/'allgl(t?;rl.l nglgl?g?ugﬁ?r g::?soligllllf;

speaking [ have not much confidence in the services, still it is a factor o be
, cogntg with, when the Assam Valley Hindus have ’ separated their service
yatiofrom the Sgrma Valley Hindus, we do not find a;l earthi .reason
why the proportion of service between Assam Valle; Muhaznmadahs

am has \villingfy
annual reduction in
and physical well-being
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. = vbs 0 not
and Surma Valley Muhammadans is not _ WP!JT-M: ?. m‘Imr d L
see any reason, when this 5(::131(!;!!«.;@15 circu :h' | ”\“”;“n“ oo 1 At
mosque has been wi hdrawn in the Assam Valley notwith: ' ' 8 Vg
nal riot over this issue in the Assam Valley—), why ”_"_" ”}“ ’L.‘" "'l Valley-—
withdrawn from the Surma Valley ? 1Is it th:n_ we in the ! mlz L‘; l"_i“.‘;,,g
Hindus and Muhammadans——should go on fighting after shadow . :
substance for others ? . 7  nerdected in Badb
The Surma Valley Hindus and Muslims arc equally negle TPy
Law College at Gauhati and the Secretarial posts of the Assam Governn
. . . % . e hruuj (l()l"" {o
These are only a few instances of the glaring injustice that ng_ i M
the Surma Valley. For a doubtful scheme Sir .\hzh;_nnm.n! . .;.3(‘;1 J-ill e
not grudge 4} lakhs, but for = medical school at Sylhet, which w 2
great relief to the helpless mass, no funds will be forthcoming.

. 2 . - ASs
Every year in the Surma Valley, through the blessings of ”|", .';fl.il;llr'.l;ii::
education, we are getting hundreds of Maulavis but they are on )]df (( -utrrn-
the number of the uncmployed. I suggested once moré that mn f_'l‘ A ining
ment Alia Madrassa of Sylhet a technical department for practica e :” 17
in different crafts should be incorporated, Alrcady an amount ]‘Lf" l"l_-A ate
thousand is lying with the Mutawwalli of the Khan Bahadur Y ahiya '&ll“ .
for the benefit of the Muhammadan students of the Sylhet Madrassa and
sum of Rs. 10,000 if advanced and added with the aforesaid sum it can

3173 ) 1 : e
Bive a good start for a branch of the technical school at Sylhet, ana throagl
these Maulavis we

§ ft 4 4 iliyglolit » 7 o us
can popularise amongst our illiterate masses the vario
crafts,

... As time is very limited, I shall now submit a few words ore. Sir,
it is against the spirit of the day and the creed of the party which we - belong
to (an Institution which has suffered ignominy and disgrace for our aspira-
tions of Ministry) that the Private Sceretary of the Prime Minister of a
Popular Government o the Publicity Officer should be filled up by men of
rovincial Exccutiye Service.  We trust that our Ministry should not
Cont.muc the bureaucratjc policy any longer,
. Asto the creation of the offi
In the opposition who doubled
the necessity of the creation of t
beg to submit a few jocal gricvances— o
2 b Bama} Mx’ddlc,English Schoo!.——'I'his ipstitutiqn is 70 years’ stan;l.“‘;?;
T a where there is not 2 single high school and w "‘l'
: a dmitted]y very backward in education. o It shioulc )3
a high school and immediately a  building grant shoul

ces of I’arliamentnry Secretaries my frlcnc}fls
the number of the Ministers know VEry ‘'We
hose offices,

‘ atus of
¢ advanced,

2. Umma.turmessa Hi g : i bpur
i £ gh School at Andiura police station Madhabpur,
13 rec ura, , . §
e riils[;lc;antto (])-{‘8.1}3%.40 PCr mensem, but thjs 18 very inadequate.  This must

am very much thankful 1o Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi

gocrhogoll\fmg grants of Rs. 40 and Rsg, 15 ¢o the Bamai Middle English

3. I am pained to say that the Madrasgsag at Katiara in Lakhai thana, at
Daspara and Itakhola ip Madhabpur thana have TCCéiJ:dl?lO grants from the
Government. I am sure that the worthy Education Minister will give full
consideration to these mstitutions and he will not be uncharitable like some
Ministers whose favour eithe

/ r'ir} the shape of service or distribution of their
discretionary fupd 1s confined either to their own constituency or a few camp
followers of theirs. ‘

P
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I shall further request the Education Minister that a Common Room
should immediately be provided to the boarders of the Murarichand
College Hostel, Sylhet and provision for Biology class should be made in - the
Murarichand College.

It is a negation of democracy that the Government should wrest from
the hands of the public any local Sclf‘-(‘;overning institution. I request the
Government of Assam to hand over the Sylhet Municipality to the custody
of the public at Sylhet, There may be reasons for their mismanagement, but
mismanagement there is everywhere.  Why should there be injustice so far
as the Sylhet Municipality is concern?

I must in this connection express my thanks to our Ev-Finance Minis-
ter Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed for the way in which he approached our
masses. A spirit of self=determination should be instilled in our masses.
There ought to be no more procession and no * sarkar salams . '

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA. It is with a deep sense of
disappointment that we meet here on this occasion to discuss the budget.
While 7 out of 11 provinces in India have refused to work this constitution on
the noble and legitimate issue of Independence and here too a large majority
of our people fell in line with those seven provinces we find, with shame and
amazement, a set of our countrymen in their greed for money and lust for
power, zealously assisting the enemies of our country’s freedom to continue
their domination over us.  After the Congress-Coalition Ministry had refused
their co-operation in this province no honourable citizens should have
stretched out their hands to Britain to carry on her Imperialistic designs in
India at the time of her selfish warfare. To our utter shame and disgrace
we find yet another section of our countrymen claiming a division of India
on communal lines and identifying the major communities with different
nationalities. They further claim privileges which no nationalist can ever
concede. Some such people or their followers have combined with some
renegades and self-seekers to achieve their purpose in Assam too and are
to-day the rulers of this province. What common creed and policy among
the professed contradictions in the Cabinet itself have put them together is
a matter worth being looked into through this budget.

Sir, the speech that the Hon'ble the Finance Minister has made on this
occasion makes us look round and observe to find whither this province is
moving. 'The insincerity of their tears and anxieties for the woes and
miseries of their fellowmen in the countryside is perceptible in every para-
graph of the Hon’ble Premier’s speech and their activities along with this
budget are only confirming our convictions.

Sir, I confess, I have failed to understand how t
to square up in the budget by ajl{gglery of figures.
indicator of the progress of a province I do not see j
a step forward. It has belied the hopes of their
clearly exposed the hollowness of their he
condition of the peasantry.

In it we find that‘m'splte of his desperate endeavours in his speech to
conceal his feel!ngs for himself and the brethren of hjs co 3
to bridge the differenees in his own camp by sophisticated arguments Sir
Muhammad has failed to thoroughly veil up his zid t intai h 1d
order and to discredit all past or future Governmen?s thgt }r]r;a::: tzrl::t thii] Oas
heis letdee,_ 1 e asaur i, howeer, St ovsocver ek e g
him and his Cabinet throu hptuhei1 e ey i e S
demonstrate their minds: 3 Lpown activities and these people will

em S'as soon as the opportunity comes. He seems to be

hings have been made
Th.e budget being the
N 1t any indication of.
own adherents, and has
arts for improvements in the
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. L Crovernment within
very iul)il;n:t‘whi.lf' l'rjln;lrl»:ltlg !h:t; ”;‘“'a;n‘:?”(u:__mj:,l_:m;:-,i toy el brut !.'-»CS :lC
14 mounths of their Lile, could not o e ¢ done for the people ‘i””"g e
expect to blind us 1:; :,-."I.’ﬂ he has (M_J.: 3 ! the Government of this
Y years of his intimate o nnection with  the b

ince ? ) ~ fanatics sitting
provl}!_}c may have bragged of his abilities hrf«v{" ”“”7_'_2!::':;!:3 (.! :::,1 -'h.nllt‘ll{{c
with him and behind him or before the subordinates ik 1 .“,- watching his
but his declarations will not go undisputed by !‘2?““’ o !;('33 concern and
activities with concern. We oursclves look on him with 5vl] on him. The
we confess we are unable to join the chorus of culogy l”’“.!;; v in line with
pOliCY and creed he is pl”‘-‘illi”g :1]:):n}§ with ':ll'h’-;(‘ ulllt!"j-sl:( lli:.f“.”.‘_ and anti-
him are CXI)f)SCd in their l,;[k('d!lt“?‘.s. Iill‘t.' arc rci > n
national. : he Hon'ble
Nothing could be worse misrepresentation of fact lilfl'”_ ‘::::tul respect of
Premier states in the sccond paragraph of page 4 of his ",'l",c. sn. The whaole
granting of remission of lund revenue and about _Pl”l“. ’]'h-‘ ole of ‘Deus ex
Paragraph and its next in which he claims for hml-‘v“f“ - ; and untruth,
machina’ or the saviour of Assam’s finances —is uul.vl”l.dm : 1brance @
I would like to read out the paragraph for hon members ‘.N-“c”(hr g ]
“Similarly, when the Government in past years found lh"‘t, int of the
ofland revenue taxation fel] harshly upon the population f?"."u';," d revenue
world-wide depression, they introduced the systemn of remitting 'E'?» tors was
by three annas in the rupee.  This scheme of relief to the (:ultn.ll getting
continued til] 1936-37, when realising that the cultivators were nlu th&.c rate
any profitable return from their agricultural produce, 1 increasec -elieved
ol reduction to 5 annas in the rupce, Jy this remission Government 1 land
the raiyats of the payment of a sum of over Rs.28 lakhs cach . Y"'ffrl él'lovt;rll'
revenue, It will thus be clear that long before any other proyvincia .'l-t have
ment in Indip thought of them, the Governments in Assam in the pas n of
evolved schemes both for gradyal prohibition of opium and for rcl'ﬂ‘“‘m,l“ :
and revenue which together cost them over half a crore of rupees annually ;

¢ i : : i . ject in
and this, may I remind my hon, friend, was done with the sole objec
ameclioratin s

e

or to use his ac ved phrase. for the \V(?“-‘l)tln},

or.the people of Assam, As 2 hurmble My o that ‘old Oider ol o

munistrators, I ghy) continue to he inspired in all my actions by the

righteousness of the cause and | shall not allow mysclf to be deflected  from
conceived criticismg,*?

Soomsvemeispasponyian PO himlsclf. (L

how persistently he has been opj

the schemeg ofprolnibitri)((;ln“;::él }th he had the boldness to

atement a5 e as done, Everybody will remember how Wt}

¢ House had to Carry those resolutions in thq teceth o

PPOSH'IOI’] by Slr MUhammad and his company and it amuses

only the other da Whelming the honour - of saying the ;masses, It was

: ay when Mouzadar s is Ministry at Nowgong
claimed %hc ho.nour of annag g reducﬁol;p %?rtfgv(e),f;li};lsfrom thiZ Government.
i = }(: e, ol ‘oPaganda done by Sir Muhammad and his RALEYs .. 4

Another aSpect in his speech with regard to land revenue remission is
ala.m""g and will Surely concern the agriculturists very gravely, The
saviour of Assam Peasantry Maintains thay j¢ is still a moot point whether the
remission to the agriculturists haye helped them to become thrifty or have
really given them any relicf, We, however still contend that there are yet
many who need much more relief in ag much as there are agriculturists
who own much less land thz_m what ig necessary to providc two meals 3 da)’

remissiong and
make the gt
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for the whole vear and why should they be forced to bear the burden of
taxation at all 2  One further statement in his speech causes graver anxiety
for the wribal people particularly. He complains of the relief being given
without being wanted and particularly by the backward people who, he main-
tains, want further taxation for expansion of education among them. While
money is being poured for wastage in sectarian education in Madrassas and
Maktabs he dreams to possibly bring in a bill for taxing education of the
Mikirs, Lalungs, Kacharies, Miris and the ex-garden labourers—for whom
he could not find even a score of thousands. . Ignorant as they are of the
capacity of the Exchequer to provide all free facilities for the education of
their children we can assure them that given' their legitimate share they
would not require any further taxation. If no money could be provided
for greater grant for their education why have concessions been given to the
millionaire planters in respect of Agricultural Income-tax ? Why do the
Hon’ble Ministers require greater salaries ? Do we not know several in-
stances when money flows out for Madrassas without being asked for while
Sanskrit education is having practically none ? Do not the Hon’ble Ministers
know how many local bodies are crying for additional grants to quench the
thirst for education of the people in the interior—more especially among the
same backward people ? Do not the Ministers remember how many
backward people visited them during their tours and wailed for facilities
of roads, schools, water and dispensaries ? Surely their dream of better Raj
can never be realised from this Budget and its framers.

These indigenous children of the soil who are yet renowned for their
bravery and martial spirit are backward to-day per force of circumstances;
But while they are getting cramps’ thé new-comers from the neighbouring
province are having the bread itself. Itis not in the matter of education
alone that they are crying in the wilderness—it is in the sphere of their
homestead and agricultural lands as well. What about the Line system ?
These indigenous people of the province—the tribals and the scheduled are
soon to be driven to the hills to make room for the invading hordes of im-
migrants. The reserves so kept for the expansion of the natural population
are being thrown open directly or inairectly for accommodating the im mi-
grants and if the present policy of allowing squattings and stopping evictions
of immigrants is carried on till the end of another year there will be no place
on earth for the natives of the province. Is it not time to cry halt to this
policy of encouraging immigration and provision of lands for them ? The
speech of the Hon’ble Premier clearly tells us .lhe policy of his Government
in this regard. They appear to be holding the reins of Government
for themselves, to satisfy their own greed for personal aggrandisement and
for continuation of Planter Raj as also of the im migrants. Under th
shelter of the Government of India Act these gangsters are exploiti the
masses and also the poor opium-eaters.  Anti-nationalists and anti-lrxl%h'bif
tionists, with their zeal to crush the national movements, are to-(Ii)ay lthe

rulers of the destiny of our people. The fallacy of their logic against total

rohibition is perceptible to all who possess a pair

zr:re some still clinging to them with tEeir eyes 0}];);:11. of eyes, and Tt heis

As regards the anti-national ideas that they have spread in the ¢ TR
side after the assumption of their office scarcely four months 1031:}}1,;
facts are beyond our imagination. - Communalism . of the vilest ;?;grm has
reigned supreme in various localities. To mention what has happened
in qugong dlStrlct_ alone——Puranigudam in that district is a placéJ where
the Hindus and, Muslims lived in greatest amity, but since after the recent
visit of the Hon’ble Premier the feelings ran so high that the Idol of Saraswati

i
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- & 13 theére 18
was removed and defiled with nightsoil by MR BooRLAs "f’:‘:t —le
apprehension of a breach of the peace at any l f‘irv\n “ban 12 Hinda
instance is the fact that during the last 3 mont 1.\;.‘.4 8 L et Ktuiie
girls, including one Mikir, have been abducted by ! - “-”m'. ace 03350
more deplorable that the Hindu Police nﬂlrr'f"- f'lth?_ ‘,‘“”,i Cut in trouble
culprits, or do not dare touch them lest they themaselves .n' Pt 1o with sush
We hope and trust that the Hon'ble Ministers have nu”nl‘.{"l ve the duty to
feelings betrayed by the officials or the leaguet s, but they i‘id B e
restore communal harmony and sense of security among all scc

opulation. : e & =
v puN"W, again, to deal with the Grant for Education, generally T fecl th

. 2 - with
it is the worst part in the whole budget, !H)t,\»‘()rt'hy of being t,(t»::)('-.hf.“lq :."c{l
a pair of tongs. The scanty provision made for primary n]_lll_('t.x )“-)er_s of
as secondary, is no more than a drop in the ocean. e i its end
literacy as it indicates and recom mends, is one \‘Vll!(fll will put u-.-‘(: ol =
after 9 centuries. In Nowgong alone-—all the Aided s‘rlum!\l'“ g}hm,] at
for - the scanty provisions at their disposal. The one High = ;I of the
Koliabar, which provides for nearly a lakh of population at one b {for one
district, receives only Rs.50 a month—which is inadequate even ‘, -
teacher. Tt has been crying hoarse for additional grants forits ll'l ‘lbr
equipment and efficiency, and it alone deserves Rs.200 more & P !I‘lu-
pProper discharge of their responsibilities to the youth of the locality. Pl |
other High Schools in the district also demand closest s :;'n-h
deserve the grants for them being doubled up. The Middle l""l".’ ™
School at Dakshinpat will soon dje out of existence if it docs not recewve
1ts due share of attention. Other Middle English Schools also require

- . - 1.4 v a
1Ecrcased did, but with the small provision made in the budget how can
the other districts also have their share of grants ?

I find a large number of friends of the present Cabinet have come
their long way from Nowgong for small mutual benefits, but will o
sérvices be worth while if grants for the schools in the district are "n’;
doubled up and substantially new grants are not made for the new SChrOlsﬂ'{
Fu_rthcr, Sfr, the district of Nowgong has always been most unla'."]y-“‘mt
being put in a row with the subdivisions, and its wailings as a district have
always gone unheeded by the Government.
The small figure of Rs.12
It may be thg
1llitera.cy firstly

,000 for mass literacy is simply staggcnlﬁ ety
bt the p;'lcscnt Ministry cannot tolerate the éciﬁz\é‘:arr(:-
ceause they cannot carry on with their policy an :

zgu;‘a‘ggissmlly before g3 literate peopl}(’:, and sccondly because thcxrqg:;f
of 'collec'tis:) Cann'§t take advantage of the rajyats’ illiteracy in t~h0_ mc‘ic of
the Ed U8-  The Hon’ble Premier was feeling like earning gratitu for

eucatonists when he Proposed diversion of the amount to be spent for
prohibition for the “xpansion. of primary education. Has he not stopped
our scheme of Prohibition, but where is the money being diverted ?  Why
did he not provide the amount for the 3,000 primary schools of his dream,
or for doing away with the illiteracy of adults ? Knowing him and hiy
Colleagues as we scarcely A e L '

. 1'0_‘ they will scarcely divert a‘ny spare moqéy for expan-
sion of general education among the masses, - -

He has provided a large portion of the savi out of his non-prohibhi-
tion scheme for the salary of himself and lhnigs Colleagues. With the
Rs.1,300 more provided for his own s

: alary, could he not have a hunfh:cd
more venture primary schools provided or could there not be provision

for water-supply to at least a hundred villages jn the rural areas . or
for at least 20 subsidised dispensaries ? Heraj so reflection of his heart
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and his earnestness for education, sanitation, and medical relief of the
peasantry. Some of his very same Colleagues who were working at
Rs.500 a month only till a few months ago, do now require an increase of
Rs.250 a month. Some of his very same Colleagues who were begging
Parliamentary Secretaryships from us at Rs.300 a month cannot live to-day
without a thousand rupees per mensem. When paucity of funds is being
argued against popular dcmfmds',_ the present Ministry want to live with
greater dignity and pride of their own conception.  Were the Congress
Coalition Ministers, who were also living in Shillong, undignified or
irresponsible that the present Ministry want more salaries for maintaining
their dignity or for working with any sense of responsibility ?  Will they
have to go for accepting bribes, or with begging bowls, if the higher salaries
are refused ?  Almost shamelessly the Hon’ble Premier draws an analogy
with the Congress Ministries, where they had Parliamentary Secretaries.
Will Sir Muhammad Saadulla tell us where is the Congress Province with
so small revenues having as many as ten Ministers and as many Parlia-
mentary Secretaries ?

Sir, while the Livestock Department so long aided by the Central
Government is to be abolished this year for refusal of grants for its continua-
tion by the Provincial Government—a department which has done
immense good to the people in the rural villages, while no more money
is available for aid to villages for construction of roads and tanks or for
water-supply— our Ministers want their luxurious salaries. Sir, self-
interest, fraud and misrepresentation cannot go further.

We, however, yet hope that better sense will prevail on those occupying
the Treasury Benches and behind, and that with a spirit of service and
sacrifice they will serve the people for whom they hold the position of
trustees.  Again I hope that they will join us in our fight for freedom, in
our struggle for independence, and try to settle our differences and bring
about harmony, peace and prosperity in the land. Let us for the time
being sink our differences and present a united {ront in the cause of freedom
without which there can be no balancing of budgets for an impoverished
people. Let us all combine our efforts for emancipation of the country,
when alone there will be peace and prosperity of our people.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Before I adjourn the House I may
inform the House that to-morrow after 2 p-m. I propose to give the time
at our disposal to the Leader of the Opposition and to the Hon’ble Premjer,
The hon. Leader of the Opposition will have to sum up the debate, and
the Hon’ble Premier will have to reply to the numerous points that’have
been raised in this debate. So the hon. members wil] please note that all
other members will have to finish their speeches before 1 p.m. ‘

A Voice :—Will you not be pleased to extend the time to §
several hon. members have not yet spoken ? Pl 5

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Much time was wasted yesterday
when they could have made thejr speeches. Howevye Ih bt
shall have to give all the time after 2 P.m. to th fx’ - L a&re e
Opposition and to the Hon’ble Premier. . & on. Leader of the

Adjournment

| e :ey nbly was then  adjourned till 11 a,m, on Tuesday, the 27th

SHILLONG : A. K. BARUA,
The 29th March, 1940, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam



