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i i i islative
Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the First Assam Legis
) Assemgly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

Tie AssemprLy met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, =¢ 11 a.m., on
Sacurday, the 24th Febiuary, 1940,

Presenxi:

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker in the Chair, the ten
Hon’ble Ministers and 91 members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(Starred question No.70 standing in the name of Maulavi Abdur Rah-
man was not put and answered as the questioner was absent.)

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)

Proposal from the South Sylhet Loecal Board for establishing sub-
sidised dispensaries in the South Sylhet subdivision of the Sylhet
district.

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :

61. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government have reccived any prop(.)s:}l from the South
Sylhet Local Board for establishing subsidised dispensaries
in the South Sylhet subdivision of the Sylhet diswict ?

(&) If so, what actien, if any, have the Government taken op that
proposal ?

The Hon’bkle Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI replied : .

61.(a) & (b)-.-The South Sylhet Local Board :lgkcd. for withdy
the Government Sub-Assistant Surgeons in charge of their dispens
a view to replace them by their own dostors and to open certaip
dispensaries apparently with the aid of the compensatory grantg received |
present from Government.  The Board apparently did not realise tlnt\ r<1t
compensatory grants and the contributions—whicih are merely Paper t1t~ fhc
tions and cancel each °t11?1‘~0§1111e mto existence to provide for the o ansac-
withdrawal of the free services of Sub-Assistant Surgeons by Govemmeomfnal
that if the Sub-Assistant Surgeons were withdrawn, it will mean g 1}t i
put additional expense to the Board which will have to p Saving

: ay thejr N
themselves. In case the Boargl 1S prepared to fage this €Xpense Ggo%or
ment will be prepared to consider the withdrawal of their officers as opport ...
pities for theit absorption arise, Pportu-

aries with
Subsidiseq

~

Proposed Conference of the Chairmen of Local Bodies

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :
62.(a) Are Government aware that a Conference of the

Chaj
Lccal Bodits was proposed to be held recently by the \airmen of

) Oveinment of

Assam ¢
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: ; . " Al
(6) Isita fact that a questionnaire was circulated to the I'“C‘h
Boards of the province for dediding the subject-matter for discussion for su
a conference ? o i
(¢) Do Government proposc to hold the proposed conference
near future ? _
(d) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI replied : .
62.(a)—Yes, by the Ministry which resigned on Septembr-r 1938. -
(6)—No questionnaire was circulated but the boards were consu tec
on the inclusion of certain questions of principles connected with the amend-
ment of the Act in the agenda of the proposed conference. _
(¢)—The matter is under the consideration of the present Govern-
ment.
(d)—Does not arise,

Number of Ministerial employees
Commissioner, Sylhet,

in the office of the Deputy
including the Subdivisional offices J

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY

asked :
63. Will Government be pleased 10 st

(@) The number of ministerial cmployees both in the upper grade
a.?'WCn.ZtS' in the lower grade, in the office of the Deputy
Commissioner, Sylhet, including the subdivisional offices ?

(6) The number of Moslem clerks both in the upper grade as well as
In the lower grade, attached to the offices of the Deputy
Comn‘nssion(:r, Sylhet ? )

(¢) The number of ministerial appointments filled up by the present
Deputy Commissioncr, Sylhet ?

(d) The nuinber .of Moslems who have got permanent ministerial
service during the time of the present Deputy Commissioner ?

ate-—

The Hon’hle

Maulavi
replied : e

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

L

mnisterial employees in different grades of
ablishment (including subdivisions) is— '

63.(a)—The total
the Deputy Commissio
Superior grades (

number of m;
ner’s [ige
Minimy

1 mi m Rs. 100 11
Upper division (Rs. g¢ )
Lower division 0 Rs. 120) 1%
Government surveyor 189
Supervisor Kanungoes 1" o li
b)—The total num} " . 229
Sup(el)*ior e er. .ch Muslim clerks in different grades is—
Upper division... 3
Lower division .., o e e 8:
Supervisor Kanungoes W A :
100
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(¢) and (d) —The number of appointments filled up by the present
Deputy Commissioner is 6 of which 4 appointments were given to Muslims;
I to a Scheduled Caste man and the remaining one to a caste Hindu.

In 1937 when the present Deputy Commissioner was ofhiciating in
Sylhet he made 2 permanent appointments and both were of Muslims.

Number of ex-tea garden coolies settled in the different districts of
the province

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

64. Will Government be pleased to state, district by district, the num-
ber of ex-tea garden coolies, that have settled in the different districts of the
province ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied :

64.—The figures are not available, and it would be extremely difficult
to obtain them. According to the method of estimating adopted in 1921,
@1z, 6 persons for every 5 acres settled with ex-tea garden labourers, the
numbers in the Assam Valley districts and Cachar would be—

Cachar 33,419
Kamrup 17,138
Darrang ... = 1,41,973
Nowgong ... 27,871
Sibsagar ... 98,035
Lakhimpur 1,45,364

But the calculation cannot of course be relied upon as at all strict and is not

applicable to permanently settled districts. .

Re the standard of Weights Bill In the Indian Legislative Assembly
Srijut JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL asked :

" 65.(a) With reference to the reply given by Government to question
No.108.(a), (b) and (¢) in the last March-April Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly will Government be pleased to state whether the Standard of
Weights Bill in the Indian Leyislative Assembly has been passed ? ) s

(b) 1f so, whether steps have been taken by Government to initiate
a similar legislation in order to give relief to the suffering raiyats ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

65.(a)—Yes.
b)—The matter is under consideration. L
$rijut JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL: Will it be taken up

before the next Session ?- ’ : ) ‘
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1

am not in a position to say that. All I can say is tha‘t we are considérmg' )
the question. Probably we may have to invite opinions of the Deputy

Comimissioners,
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GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET AND DISCUSSION ON
CHARGED EXPENDITURE

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : Order, order. The House will now
start general discussion of the Buldget and also discusdon, if any, of esti-
mates of expenditure charged upon the Revenues of the province, other
than estimates re’ating to cxpenditure referred to in paragraph (a) of sub-
scetion (3) of section 73 of the Government of India Act.

The other day 1 asked the Leaders of ditterent partics to supply me
with the names of the hon. members who want to take part in 1’ e genreral
discussion of the Budget. 1 have received the names from the leader of
the Congress Party and some names from the Leaders of some of the other
parties; - Now the Government Party has not yet supplied me with the
names but I was told by one of the Hon'ble Ministers that about 153 met-
bers from the Ministerialist Party would take part in the general discussion
of the Budget. DBut 1 wish to ask the Hon’bie Ministers to supply me with
the napies 30 .that 1 may decide as to the me-limit that | am 1o fix for each
speech.  ‘The total number of the names that have been supplied to me up
torhow 828 H the nmumber from the Ministerialist Party be 15 that would
come to: about 43. Hon. members would realise that within the nme
that has to bt devoted to the general discussion of the Budget. T am  afraid,
it would not be possible for 45 members to speak. 1 would therefore, re=
quest the‘Hon’ble Premmier to sy » the

£ . PPly me with the names of the hon. members
who want to speax irom his party and also the dates on which they want to

speak. One hon. member, Maulavi Dewan Muhammad ¢ the -y
has himself informed me that he woul T g

d speak to-day. He would be given :
‘ ] y : - ay. e given an
opportunity to speak accordingly, 1 have got also two names more,

one is Mr. Moore aad the other is Mr. Whittaker. Mr. Moore wants to
speak on the 26th and Mr. Whittaker on the 27th. b=

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD A: 1
shall be able to supply the names after yecess to-day, Sir. ULLA :
'f)he gzxg‘ﬁtﬁdﬁm‘\(ﬁf& :b Am I to take it that except the hon
emper, ma ¥ " . o ta
Ir)r:n'tv s spfak o Ay 7 ab Chaudhury, no other member from his
‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Sajvid S: "
That is the idea, Sir, aryid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
b
il Theal‘olr?x;;l:un: h:- hSPEAK-ERZ Now we have got almost one
hour g:‘xt(rl P P }cl)a the fact that there were very few gquestions to be
answcrcc L0 0 ant A tt would really be of great help to us, 1 may tell
hon. B the Biidwér and - parts of the discussion namely the general dis-
c‘.‘.ss“mchar ed upon the a'so the discussion, if any, of estimates of expen-
dl;::icn 5o EXpen Hitire s ;e*;\r’:glies _of the province other than estimates
:cection 78 of the Government Ofi) ' paragraph (a) of sub-section (3) of

ndia Act may be tak S
on. members, Who want to speak 24 en up together. S0,
ilhoen order paper. The tlme-lipmit woulq Pk on the two items mentioned in

"ble . would be 15 minutes for h. Of

courses (0% an s If:fr‘ffff?‘"’ wpo has got to reply on the ltgfhdas D ust get

b tlmg’ltr Fakbruddin s:;ild;&) alsg the Leader of the Opp}c’);ition and

C Cov : med, who was Fi PROH TS N
revious Government, would get speciz'tl considcratiomance Minister i ;the
. en o them for their speeches,

g The Hon’ble Maulavi ABpD

‘ UL MATIN C
oint out, Sir, that on the other day when I spoke

{’0 od that there would "be from 15 10 20" me

HAUDHURY; May I
t0 you I think I men-.
mkers sPeaking.'_fl"d_I?‘a thc-~

n.as to ghe time to be

<
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : If time permits that may l.)c ’dopc. »
1. may joint out however that last year, members of the Ministerialists’ side
practically did not take part in the debate, .

Sr’jut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I also made a prayer for a little
special time for the hon. member, Mr. Mookerjee, who wanted to speak.

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER: Very well, when he begins to speak
I shall consider that. § .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, no one will
grudge the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Saadulla the warmest of f‘ongmtulauor}s
an his presenting his seventh Budget to the provincial Legislature. It is
indced a wunique picce of good fortunce that rarely falls to the lot of any
politician,  Bus alas ! what is this Budget that has come out of the deft
fingers of one who has been so accustomed to handle the finances of the
province 7 Did the House look for a cheap commentary on the last ‘Budg?t
presented to the House by my hon. friend Mr. Ahmed ?. Indeed, Sir, this
Budget is so full of cheap gibes and personal flings that it bears the mark
of wounded vanity and injured pride on every page of it. After recounting
at great length the sins of coi:mission and omission on the part of the last
Government, Sir Muha mad opines: “This state of affairs cannot con-
tinue long and we should devise ways and means to wipe off our debt and
start with a clean slate.  One way of improving our finances is the method
of retrenchment and the other way is by finding out ways of adding to our
resources’’. If at his seventh attempt at straightening out the finances of
the province, we find him still devising wavs and means, then certainly
little has Mr. Ahmed to be ashamed of what he performed at his first
Have the Fates ordained that Sir Muhammad should be the Robert bruce
in Assam Finance ? 1 have in vain ransacked the present Budget for any
constructive suggestion of ways and mecans to augment our resources,

Sir Muhammad has fallen foul of Mr. Ahmed for his plentifulness of
measures of taxation, but has not suggested by what better methods he can
achieve the object which is the problem of our problems. But, Sir
Muhammad has no compunction to utilise the funds collected through the
much maligned taxation measures of the last Government. The threat of
reviving the Criminal Investigation Department and the prospect of the
increased provision of Ministers’ salaries will alike call for funds—tqo e
only two items of expenditure which stare us in the face, Sir, if My
Ahmed’s Budget was one of taxations, Sir Muhammad’s Budget js ont ol
Appointments (laughter). I shall presently proceed to prove how, What a0
irony of fate that money collected by one Government for benef n.
measures should  be dissipated by another in this wanton manner ? cent
" Sir Muhammad hinted here and there about the cxtraVaga;lce £
former Government but I shall attempt to show how his Budget is arox the
charted occan qf extravagance compared to the drops of the last Gov une.
ment. To begin with, 1 cannot see the justification for having an ext:-em'
gant establishment as contemplated for the realisation of Agri Chltiv:
Income-tax. It is undisputed that at least 80 per cent. of the mcome oy
accrue under this head will come out of the Tea Industry. The Cent t(;
Goverrnment will assess the Tea Industry as usual ; they will have to w ri
out the rates, on the basis of the 40 per cent. of the income of Tea, ¥t wogfd?
be a very simple matter to work out the Agricultural Income-tax oyt of the
data compulsorily compilable by the Gentral Government. I do not sup: e
that.even 20 per cent. of assessees under Agricultural Income-tax ‘woul dp be-
constituted by Zemindars and Mirasdars. That could easily be seen 1o by
the, Central Government as in the current year. Before giving this SYs\ten)f
a trial and before any difficulties have actually been experienced it g surely
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extravagant to come up with an elaborate scheme involving  scveral
thousands lcaving the nation-building departments famished. . .
The Hon’ble Premier has found fault with his predecessor in office  for
sleeping over the Retrenchment proposals as formed by the Retrenchment
Committee. But what is his own way of implementing the same ? He
resurrects the sccond Conservator for the Forest Department which was
wiped out by not only the Retrenchment Committee of his own previous
Government but the Re:renchment Committee of the pre-autonomy diys
where once the pres:nt Minister of Education so ably plied the axe ol
retrenchment  True, Sir Muhammad’s criticiems of the last Government
indicate an over-whelming zeal Gy retrenchment on  his part. But one
looks in vain for any cfforts on his part to convert that zeal into action. There
is no indication of even a vestige of retrenchment. As against that, the
formidable array of new POsts c: ntemplated in the prcsrmnliudw'l offends
the eyc of even a casual observer, It js as if Sir Muhammad had set out
with vengeance to saddle the provincial finances with posts without which
this province has got on g0 far, I can quitc understand thot these new
posts may serve as a welcome ballast 1 Sy Mvuhammad’s pathetic efforts at
stable (xr)vcrnm(:nt-ma}(l'lg 5 but how on  carth, the province is to be
benefited by the d(‘P]CU“g of its resources on salaries, is what passes onc’s
Comprch.ﬂnvsmn. )
. A very amusing ph:ls:c of the Budget, however, lies in the incorpora-
tion of schemes of last Government in his own Budget which last year pro-
voked the holy horror nf‘Lhos«.:' who adorn to-day the Treasury Benches.
I mention this in no €arping spirit.” On the other hand, I congratulate them
on the dawx,ung of'gooc: sense. It s certainly too late never to amend. I
U by o et ot Sk Sy B L i e
w been ddoptedl Atiad T is ant sm}nar other measures which have
no Clear therefure that the Opposition was inspired

not by bonaﬁc{e motives but a mere desire to cast stones at political adver-
sarics—-an attitude unworthy of thogr

sense of anxiety for the well-being of tl"zhgr(iri(r)&:? to such an overpowering

_Surprisingly cnough, ' certain portions of the Budget speech, Sir
Muhammad makes obscryatnons which'indicate as if the condition of the
o L Province was up-grade.  While discussing the Budget
under the Head -R_cgnstrat.an, Sir Muhammad has clearly shown how in his
opinion thg: economic conditioy of the people has improved. We notice this’
train of thinking confirmed by his further ‘remarks to the effect that even
people in sgmct?f the I{Jlackward areas were displaying readiness to submit to
yOlUmaTY a?a lon. . He goes a Step further when he holds that the cinema
is a Soslfjeh:vzer?; C;-llll;lrrxnl:r,'the Poor of thig country. In the circumstances,
g 'wofland-rcvenue Is i bconSclcncc to reconsider the question of remis-
sion Of = ditio : f th it ; this notion of the improvement of the
economit CONTLHON ol the people jp hjg charge that Sir Muh d feels no'
ricks of CONSCEnce to bring up proposals fior g P i
condition and that of his colleagues a a
who would fall ! fhéar-n at the cost of the relief of the tax-payers which the
Jast Gover nm‘en'tl tlicd "o S€cure in howsoever small a pn?c ure ? {Is it
because of thlz ;il;f;nfsxgggt ncitlﬁn of the condition of the asure ¥

s no m rol the growi ise i :

\}/liilgkznder the Head of ganja ang lg WINng rise in the revenues of the pro-

ey ? : . -

method of taxing them ?  The expenditure incurred by t

for opium prohlb!thn was in 'the opinion of this Doyen
ntamount to° being thrown away ang how he regretted

t:jvvd expenditure could very “well have equipped the

ce _ :

he last Government’
of Assam Finance
that this ill-con-’
Province with as
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1
many as 4000 primary schools ?  'Will he now calculate how many prin}:lry
schools the province could have been equippsd with if he forgot a-little
about himself and his worthy colleagues and did not dissipate his creative
energy merely in the matter of creation of a long train of posts which could
confer no material benefits on the toiling masses ? :
In this connection I cannot help adverting again to Sir Muhammad’s
own valuable ideas about the futility of prohibition measures adopted by the
last Government. His ideas rest on the highly interesting and - instructive
observations of the outgoing Commissioner of Excise as also expert medical
opinion. ‘But may I ask why in the face of all his convictions reinforced by
authoritative departmental and scientific opinion, he does not hesitate to risk
an expenditure of as much as 4 and half lacs, possiblv more on a perfectly
infructuous endeavour ?  Does he believe then in his heart of hearts that
some merit does lie in the measures he outwardly discwns ? £ e
Or, is he afraid of public opinion which would not f.rgive the abandon-
ment of such an epoch-making reform ? It cannot be that the public
coffers are bursting with money that Si: Muhamn.ad would wilfully throw
away good money after bad. (e ~ ¥
Sir Muhammad has taken considerable pains to make out how all taxa-
tion measures of the last Government will adversely affect the masses. . He
has waxed particularly warm about the evil effects that the Agricultural
Income-tax is likely to produce on the poor.  And in support of his con-
tention, he opines that landlords will devise ways and means to transfer the
burdens from their shoulders to their tenantry’s. - I call this a mere bogey.
For, no Landlord would be stupid enough to enhance the rents in view of
the fact that all over the country the tenantry is in heavy arrears and there
is a demand to free the tenantry from the burden of accumulated: arrears.
There is no need to dwell at greater length upon a baseless apprehension.
The second string to Sir Muhammad’s bow in this connection is tea. His
information is that the price of tea has already shot up and therefore the
poor man’s drink will throw a heavier burden on his slender resources.: But
I am afraid there is a little confusion in the mind of this Master of Finance
about the real position of the tea trade. True it is that the price of tea,
that is exported, increased after the dcclara_txon of war but even this is show-
ing a tendency to decline. But the tea for ‘mtcrnz}l consumption  has been
steadily going down in_price as figures of public auction of such tea wil]
clearly bear out. So, Sir Muhammad’s reading of the situation is by no
means correct, although he jumped to the conclusion that the taxation
measures of the last Government have hit the poor most. 1. have endea-
voured to prove on the Hon’ble Premier’s own showing that there is.no basis
to hold that these measures have hurt the interests of the poor. But I am very
happy to enjoy at least once th.e pl‘ound. privilege f)i‘ being of the same mind
with the Hon’ble Premier in his expression of opinion that these taxation
measures have not benefited the poor at all. If they confer no benefit on the
poor it 18 because all the benefit they were ‘capable of rendering has been
diverted to other channels and the mterests of the public have been ~subor-
dinated to thos§ of the. arbiters of _theﬂ' destinies. - Does not - such adverse
criticism come from this quarter with 1l grace considering that much benefit
is about to flow to them out of these measures of taxation ? o
While on the subject of Agricultural Income-tax, may I repeat Sir, what
I stated last year ¢ that a. substantial portion of the income likely 0 come
out of Agricultural Income-tax should be carmarked for being spent in
‘connection with improvement of garden communications, conditions of labour
“and other crying needs relating to la.-boure‘rs 1 view of the fact that bruntof
“the taxation would be.borne by Planters™; ; el

ol ¢
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I will now take up the question of the appointment of a Private Sec-
retary for the Premier and 10 Parliamentary Secictaries.  One has to pay
the penalty for one’s greatness and Sir Muhammad is entitled to public
sympathy that this office imposes such a  heavy strain on his physical

-
strength. Certainly, a Private Secretary could relieve him of g(_,midrr.xl;lc
strain. But if we analyse the motive behind the appointment of Patlia-
mentary Secretaries, we find little to commend thern. Sir, the Hon'ble Pre-
mier does not say that his colleagues are so heavily worked that they could
not carry on without Parliamentary Secretaries. If a band of 10 Ministers ps

could not do adequate justice to the affairs of Government, I am surc, Sis
Muhammad would have or could have easily further enlarged his Cabinet.
But Sir Muhammad does not say so. He is fair enough to admit that he
is moved by purely altruistic motives in trying to create ten more alluring
posts. He means these posts to be so many avenues for the acquisition of
administrative experience by ten men who might some day blossom forth
-as full-fledged administrators. But why the tax-payer should pay for this
training class is not clear. Sir Muhammad secks to derive inspiration in
this matter from COI’)QT(.:SS pProvinces. But we are not aware that in certain
provinces t'he same motives as advanced by Sir Muhammad, brought Parlia-
mentary - Secretaries into being, Sir Muhammad must therefore have

‘meeds of his own for this inr'lovatg.m. Obviously, it has nothing to do with
the well-being of the province.

The Hon’ble Premier is stil] har
Tribunal for Assam. Once before,
" dream Tribunal but it was ful] of s
-wonder that it was turned dow

ping on his pet scheme of the highest
he gave usa complete piciure of his
many ifs and buts that there is small

A r n at the top. Similarly there js still the ho
held out of a University ; althnugh unlike his scheme of a High Court, J:g

Hon’ble Premier does not proceed to elaborate it. But when a  Government
-p]cac:is inability to find Pro er aid for a handful of colleges there are in the .
province, when schools in the rural areas are about to die out for want of
:aid, when for a pa!try'sun_x such a deserving cause as that of an almost com-

lete Mcdma.l Institution is being frustrated from year to year, is it not
‘meaningless idle tall talk about fantastic schemes ? Ina -pr’ovincc like
.Assam where the masses are wallowing in ignorance and illiteracy there are y
hardly any efforts worth the name to liquidate it. The initiative which the last
'Gov.ernmcnt took in the matter has all but ended. And instead, we hcar
of big schemes to capture the imagination of the higher classes y:vith not a

‘thought for the poor. The ig . . ; ee ;
..:wtw%rk of schools we11~mair: €a of a University without having a sufficient

WO tained and kept up to the proper standard is
.like b:;g‘?ﬁ:ﬁ‘;%?ﬁ?‘ﬁtiufc on a loose fmlj)ndaption. th-parc‘:3 intctrcsted to
S an agricutural s ImSter for Agriculture is now busily occupied with
evolvish it fructify. F eheme.  If it has any merit in it, my only prayer is
that may ; 1 schcmt witﬁr"tl recall with regret that his elaborately ~ conceived
.qucaét‘lsg even the r c‘vivall gfpé‘omise _of free, compulsory primary education
:incls Iilcard of and he himself ¢ national games such as hadududu i3 1O

has b :

-mor cen shoved out of the domain of educa-
-on and after passing through he i
:llﬁ”r;ugh Excise, he finds himself jet loollscde;:lnc:u %i;ldF:rests st prgoEHe

S eakiggl t"fol‘g‘:‘f:v’;ﬁz 'Sit}‘; a sense of chivalry restrains criticism. FOr,
1 feel 1O ernal woman of the Seillydsscongerntdy. All I, cafjigay 18 .
that like richer fare for us gt h(mtIChcn Hon’ble Miss Dunn has held out

es , : e with plenty of fish and ghee. But
il(:;g,nﬂ ot hel fiomrrtenftx&g %n the ungallant action of thoge arréspognsiblc for
it in the curiailment ok the budget under Industries, whereas all other depart-
. | 1

it s have received  increased grants. Icannot help recalling Sir

e
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Muhammad Saadulla’s observations on the working of the CO-ODCK‘_&'Q\'C
movement in Assam last year.  Sir Muhammad Saadulla then said: *° The
second item by which the groaning p« werty of the people would have heen
lessened was by bringing cheap credit to their grasp. That could be d(‘l}“
by intensifying the co-operative credit movement. Hon., members will
look in vain for any expenditure under - co-operative system in the ])gdg‘ct
proposals™,. In the Budget ul'h’i\r .\Iuh;.nmn;ui wu_du not l(.wk in \‘.’111}1\31‘
expenditure under this head. I‘..\:p(,‘nd.l(ur(‘ thm:v is but as is .(‘h:‘n‘.”‘.‘(‘.tCl‘lf‘[lC
of his present Budget, the expenditure is called for I.\y the creation of a few
posts.  Sir Muhammad oflered other two illuminating suggestions to rémove
the poverty of the masses, namely, reduction of the burden of taxation and
extension cf the Debt Conciliation Board. We have no indications that
there will be reduction of taxation ; on the other hand, we have the veilec
threat of having the question of remission reopened with obvious motives.
And we know next to nothing about his efforts for extension of Debt Concilia-
tion Boards. j

Siry I dare not impose a heavicr strain on the House. 1 have attempted.
to show the glaring distrepancy between precepts and  examples on the part
of Sir Muhammad. After appropriating the proceeds of practically all the
taxation measures introduced by the previous Government, Sir Muhammad,
be it noted, presents a deficit Budget and even then does not hesitate to
taunt his predecessors in office but for whose efforts, much of what he him-.
self claims credit for, would have remained locked up in the domam of his
imagination.  This is not Sir Muhammad’s maiden Budget as it was
Mr. Ahmed’s last year. For, -Sir Muhammad himself has very self~com-
placently reminded us that this is his seventh effort at Budget making.
Sir Muhammad has addressed the following remarks to Mr. Ahmed : ‘I
have no doubt that hon. members will have realised by now that my hon.
{friend the late Finance Minister is not the deuas ex-machina or the saviour
of Assam’s finances, a role which he appropriated tO'hil‘l’lSCIf‘”.‘ To my
mind, these are words which fit the soeaker rather than him i\qr wl_mm they
were meant. It is because of this, Sir, that I have dubbed Sir Muhammad
as the Robert Bruce of Assam Finance. « Opposition applause.)

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir. After the lapse of some months. we all meet here again,
to discuss the budget estimates for 1940-41. During thls. short inl(‘.rvcning‘
period the world has wirnessed great changes. Mighty empires and
independent states have crumbled down and.lmve disappeared from the
map of the world.  They have brought revolutionary cl}anges not only in
our political thougl}ts .aud ideas but also in the economic world, G

The progress of science has conquered space and ig 0"el‘coming thersid
national institutions and geographical ‘boundarles_ .In relation to modern
transport, the different Parts of the. woild are b_econnng like the nexr dbar
Pack-gardens. Though Assam is Ct 1e slecluded North:-Eastem Frontier
province of India, yet any action in ?nltra Europe has its effects even in
our far off villages. Assam 1s a part of the world politics and she cannot
separate herself from the CUBCERE problems of the  world. Moreover, Sir,
since the declaration cf war by Britain against the dictatorial tyranny, India
:and Assam have cast their lot with ~t{16 rise and fall of - the democracies.
“Her economic prosperity 18. entrely inter-related with the economie
.stabilisation of the world. Not to speak of our Central Budget, even our
-provincial and personal budgets will be moulded by the economic situation
"of the ‘world. In the wor.ds of a great thinker I mean Mr, Palme Dutt
“World Economic stabilisation has dissolved, since the world economic crisis.
+All the questions.of the future of world organisation, of war or peace, of
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international political relations, are thrown into the melting pot. In ”5';_
Place of the old obsolete post-war issues of reparations and  war 13!‘3«‘!%.- ,'.’ 3
reduction of armaments, etc., new questions occupy the centre of !!‘l" "-;i"
tO-d&y, qucstitms Of.lh(: SU-C.‘I”(‘(l ‘have’ :na(] ‘h‘-.':r-“a' ¢ powers .h[ the 1Y i""
tribution of colonies, of the distribution of colonial raw materials, "_'f. revi-
sionism and the status qua, of collective security, of economic self-sufficiency,

etc.—all these questions and slogans of the present day ¢

. xpress with ominus
clearness the advance of imn

i 3
perialistn once again to war lor the re-division
ot the world.

The menace of the New World War overhangs the present world
situation. On all sides the world is felt to be drifiing to catastrophe with-
out control yet the majority of political leaders znd statesmen have no
solution to offer.  What must be done—can a new world war be plie

vented—how ? This question tears at the hearts of the masses of the
Population in every country”’,

The present war which may be rightly called 2 world war is shapmng
the cconomy of our province. It was characterised by a great Financier
like Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar, as War economy. Sir Jeremy Ramsman,
Finance Member of the Government of India, said that war was in its over-
“whelming effect an economic catamity though, it might produce temporarily
and locally certain beneficient results. I sincerely appreciate the views
expressed by the present Finance Minister of Bengal, I mean Hon’ble

Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy when he sounded a note of warning and said ‘“I'he

immediate effects of the war have been for the most part bLeneficial to the
economy of the province but

) it would be dangerous to enlarge our own
commitments on the basis of that prosperity and not to take precautions
against the slump which all previous experience suggests must incvitably
follow. Further we must be ready and prepared to take our due share in
the burden of the war should events move nearer home and involve us more
directly and closely.

The position has been very ably reviewed in the recently published
report of the Ccntra'l Board of the Directors of the Reserve Bank and I make "
no apology for quoting the following extract—* On the whole therefore the
economic outlook at the end of 1939 appeared to Le brighter than at any
time during the past ten years, although the memorics of the altermath of the
last year were sufficiently recent to lead to a fairly gencral rcalisation ol the
fact that thCH\_var ]fgrr)ﬁts arce cssentially artificial and transient and that in
:t:;liarjxognczgrIEZc?n(:r};:iscnaturc no country can hope to escape the inevitable

1-,-blri :i[tt:;&g: z;bove pre}ir.ninary remarks I come to economic ax:\d
po Mcaoli"ics arc’t(\)/v our provinca, may mention here that economics
and politics ¢ mter-dependent subjects.  They may be called two

Jegs upon which the budget estim tes : . ir. I think,
'itgwm not be out of place. if 3 rcézrc of vur province depend.  Sir,

. incidentally to the political situation of
Assam and %hea:;gut.:y tg'make it relevant to the present bué)gct estimates of our
rovllgnffg.ct estima,t(::és‘a]r?d tt};lc cha;nge of Government brings also a change 1n
our bu¢ € policy of the administration af ovince.
It is well-known to the Y ation of the pr

) : ouse that just after the deel; tion of the war,
Mr. Gandhi gave his word to Hig Excelency the Viceroy, f‘ﬁ;tlﬁc would lend .

his unpondliloﬁa]CSUPpOrt to Britain. But afterwards he and his Wo_rkipg x
Committee of the Congress changed their opinion and decided that Ministries
of all the Congress provinces should tender their resignation and create a con-
stitufional deadlock in India, May I ask, Sir, what is the cayse of the gussa of

the Congress ? Lord Zetland culogised the Congress as the most numerous *

d most powerful party in India, = His only fuult was this, Sir, that he did
an i

resources,”

R,
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not recognise the Congress as the only all-inclusive body in India and along
with the Congress, mentioned the name of the Moslem League

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is not speaking to the’
Budget.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: I am
going to speak about the Budger, Sir.

They could not tolerate it and the Congress Ministrics in other provinces
resitmed and what did our Congress Coalition Ministry in Assam do 2
Though very reluctantly and rebuked by the High Command, they at last
tendered their resignation and relieved our peor province of a great
Avishap.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : A Deliverance Day !

Maulavi Dewrn MUBAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Th-y
also wanted to create a constitutional deadlock in our province. But it was-
teft for Sir Saivid Saadulla and his United Party, who stood up and amidst
the applause of vhole of India took up the challenge of the Gongress and
are running the administration with gteat success. (fHear, hear)) We
offer our sincere congratulations to him on  his great success and lend
our united and loyal support to him and his collegaues.

Now, Sir, the great issue before the House to-day is—whether they
want to work out or wreck the constitution and thercbyc reate a chaos and
anarchy in the province. [ hope, Sir, the House will give me a reply with
an emphatic “No.”

Sir, we want freedom. We want independence. We believe that
frecedom is our birth right, but whose freedom ? We want {reedom not
only for the majority or minority community, we want {reedony not only for
a political party, but we want freedom for all communities and minorities—
nay for the whole of India. Sir, we yield to none in our demand for the
freedom of India but in the words of our Leader, I mean the Hon'ble Prime
Minis‘er, © That is no justification for leading the country to a hunger strike
and asking her 1o deny hersell the breakfast she is already partaking while
the full dinner is cooking for the consumption in time.”

Sir, our Congress Government of Assam before they assumed office gave
pledges to their electorate  that they would reduce the heavy burden of
taxation and give reliel to the poor. We also hoped that they would
bring down paradise on the earth. But alas, we the poor Kisans
and labourers have been disillusioned now. Instead of giving relief
to the poor agriculturists, they have imposed heavy burden of agricultural
tax on their shoulder and have broken their economic backbone. They
introduced the Wardha system of education against vehement opposition of
the Muslim members and issued circular for playing music before mosques
and they now sow the seed of communal riots in Assam. Congress Govern-
ment in Assam will always be remgnb_cr‘cd by the future generations for the
imposition of Agricultural tax, issuing the communal circular and the
Digboi shooung. _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I advise the hon. member to speak
strictly on the Budget. Up till now I have heard nothing about the
Budget. .

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Yes, Sir
I will speak about the Budget, il igen
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is criticisine party

s iati rinciples of his - : o :
peolitics and enunciating princip 5 own party. That i net what 1is
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wanted. I allowed him to make some preliminary remarks, but the pre-
liminary remarks arc going to be oo many.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Ihese
are relevant to the Budget, Sir,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member should come 1o the
Budget at once.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Somec

of our friends, are apt 1o compare the Congress Governmment with  fam-

raj but the Editor of the Protiva truely characterised the Congrese as Hazar
Raj, 1.6, reign of Adharma and Laclocm, Now, Sir, the reign of Ravan has
been overthrown and a true “ f3,y, Raj” has Lects established in Aseain

Srijut GALRI KANTA TALUKDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, afier
hearing: the lengiby and “&’,h:ir;;; speech of the Hon'ble Finance Minister
and going through the Budget T am congtrained to come o the conclusion
that the present Ministry is ;
stifling the Congress pelicy and t1he programme. yadoing the Girle aood  the
Congress Coalition Minist y did and o " ! :
go()d prop(,s;lif- and schemes which 1}
some relicf to the poor, ignorant
about their sodal, moral and CConomic advancement.  Sir, even the auto-
cra.ti.c GOW‘Z-'.'O"S of the Congre:s provinces bave not b iy:.‘.rd“iﬂ;r this
Ministry. ”w)f have L'(."(“ faithfully pursuing the Congres. ' ogratine
even alter the Coneress Minigteys had resigired. Eress  progre

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD,.AL; .
strictly on the Burlget, Sir, ol

Srijut CALRI KANTA TALUKDAR :
present I.ndl‘;m Ministers of Assam are different. To say the Jeast their
at.titude 18 h‘gh.ly regrettable, il nog disgraceful. Sir, I make ‘lh;;br(-m;ul‘.
with a sense (:.{ deep “]?fs’rt’f- Because we could never expect that an Indian
}?lnltztdrr}fecszu};ugg 1&,!“1:‘};-?;11]1 of undoing and stifling with such light-
Cf)zg-grcsé C(;alitibn Minixaor;_m policy and programme undertaken by the

g:;‘, iItgi;":nf::%(}2;}1;:1’11:;0((‘{{' fh:lk}fl;_,' llfis upleasant remarks.

L L Act that our cultivating classes had becn over-
burdened with the licavy lead of iang revenue,  ‘They had been 1o tently
bearing the ever increasing Lurden of debts l(; the tune of 3()l - es of
Rupees. So, Sir, itis the primayy, Sigos B : fune crore

ive the utmost relief to these .7 y ol “every mnational Government to
el The Con C €se poor people who form the backbone of the
nation. ongress Coalition Ministry undertcok to perform this duty

and, in doing so, gave the Poor cultivatorg a o N . N R
znd would have given it to the 1.0 08 @ cecent remission of land revenue

higher national call.  But wh,, lill-cslt extent had it not had to resign on a
: 12 H it o 5 the attitude of our present Ministry in
thjs matter; as 1t accepted the pol; s : )
cheerfully “and ungrudging], » . pulicy of remission of land revenue
Hon’ble Finance Minister has'pr, o rtainly not. On  the conpary tle
¢ spoon feeding our cultivators iy cftgcally told us in'his Budget speech that
” i?; us a mild hint that remissionoofl}(’ {élmd “and he has not forgotten to
lan . N £
tghc year 1941-42, on the groung that it 1rwcm_1° may not be extended for
hlft and to save money gaincd p 1as not lz.xu.ght our peasants ((? be
t rdo};bt' rom remission. I unny reasonings
no ) h
ow, I come to the next quegtig ! ) ) e
f gum’——thc uppermost Cryilng n(‘(r:]c’l ng';ltheePOIIICYfthtOtal prohibition
o1 OP" and economj '- 1€ people ol this proyince. TFor
the social, morciliicted tong/rr}lc upliftment of that unfortunlz)xte"ée%tion of
our prethren a Plum, Sir, the Congress Coalition Ministry, as
soon &

¢ it came to office, took up thig programme, started totg] pr'ohibition

with a spirit of vengeance, as it were, bent upon
pushking to the background the few

e tormer Ministry formulated [or giving
and dowsi-trodden miass and fur brnioeibg

Is my hon. fricnd speaking
’ ]

But 2las ! The ways of our
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in two worst affected subdivisions, chalked out a plan for ‘extending i.t to
oiher parts of the valley from the beginning of this year and to exterminate
opium during the course of three years. But alas ! What is the attitude of
the present Ministry in this burning question ? Has it accepted, it 7 No.
It has definitely refused to pursue the policy to extend total prohibiticn te
other parts of the province and to stop opium consu:aption -within® the
course of three years though it has condescended to continue: the experi-
ment in the Dibruzarh and Sibsagar sub-divisions for. a vear only. . And we
are afraid, it will be ahandoned in the nearest. future. The groyunds
advanced by the Hoa’ble Fiaance Minister for abandoning the policy of
total prohibition n!’"np?g:)} are that cises of smuguling ave increasing and
that the addicts, after giving up opium, are taking to liquor or ganja. These
futile reasonings will, T believe, appeal to nome.  And none will fail to find.
out the real motive lIving behind the Ministry’s reluctance to forego the
Excise Revenuc.

The Assam Prohibition Biil, prohibiting consumption of liquor, ganja,
ctc., sponsored by the Conyress Goalition Gove:nment and passed by the
Upper House has besn  given an carly good-bye, as if in the interests of
the 16 lakhs of tea gar 'en population and the 6 lalkhs ol hill popu'ation who
mostly indulge in these drues.  The ground advanced for the abandonment.
is that the magnitude of the task will be tremendous. But, Sir, did notv
the Congress Coalition Ministry realise the full responsibility of the task
when they undertook it ?

The mass literacy scheme of the Congress Coalition Government,
Sir, is being looked up by the present Government with veritable step-
notherly affection.  As will be seen from the fact that they have made a
provision of Rs. 12,000 only in the Budget for this stupendous task, as if to
put this scheme to ridicule. And I am sure they will not allow it to,
succeed. Already the Premier has practically told wus that the Congress
scheme shall have to wait till a new scheme of their own is ushered into,
And I apprehend that the sum total of all this will be that after some ‘waste

of public money we will cease to hear anything about mass literacy’
campaign. ;

The Wardha scheme of basic education which the Congress Coalition
Government wanted to give a trial to, with the idea of giving our youths,
so ne opportunity to learn some crafts according to their aptitude, so that
they might earn a morsel of food l_)y' tl_lcu’ honest labour, has been:
shunned by the preseat  Ministry, .as if it was untouchable -or * smelt
Gandhism.

Now let me come t> the question of Ministers’ salaries
arv Sccretaries. Sir, the Congress Coalition Mil_listry as soon as it took
office reduced their salary to Rs. 750 per month including house and motor
allowances according to the . C.-.mg-.rcss _pOlicy. The Premier dicktot et i
it to make an invidious d1s.tmct|(.)n in pay from his colleagmes ‘andl o g
matter of fact this salary is quite adequate and reasonable in a poor
sountry like India and specially in a poor province like Assam. - But the
oresent Ministry as soon as it came to power, has reversed the plan and hag
increased their number to ten and is going to raise their monthly salary
to Rs. 1,000 each (including House and Motor allowances) and the
Premier is going to take Rs. 2,000 per month as if he has come from some
foreign country and is, thereforq, ‘entltl_ed to some overseas T i
compensation. They are not satisfied with (his, They are going to have
ten Parliamentary Secretaries with fat salaries ang the Premier is going to
have a highly paid Private Sccretary in addition, i

1

19
and Parliamenta

’
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The Agricultural Income-tax Act—passed bt the Coaer- 3 Coalition
Ministry which, the Premier admits, will bring o3t ancually 25 likh of

rupees from the pocket of the rich and will be for the |
narrowly escaped repealinent at the hand of t
its alleged criminal offence of ruising the

} v [ s
he piescnt Govermmen )

N
¥

vrice of tea--Sir Saa-dulla’s poor
man’s drink. But it was found to Le neces.ary as .‘:.-, supplied the Government
with the main prop for making it stand. So it was spared. The saoe
remarks apply to other taxation measures of the Conerces  Coalition
Government which are going to earn 4 or 5 lakhs of revenue to the
Government. But the pity of the whole affair ‘s that the Hon'ble Finaace

Minister did not deem it fit 1o
Congress Ministry for their carning
various taxation measures,

Now, Sir, are these not

express a word of gratefulness to the
so many lakhs of rupecs for him by theu

A A Un".l.";l,l'.{h”: upon Chngress p ;iit'-:.‘ ined

programmﬁ.‘ . re (;htfsc not open attacks to stifle evervthine the
b ) " ~ . i - i

Congress Ministry undertook to do 7 |y they are not, 1 do not know  what

they are

Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minjster has 1
his Budget speech over the mela; ;
had to admit that the Province ;

amented  pitifully throughout
1C}l()l}’ financial state of the !nlu'.in( e. He

s heavily in de'sts to the et ; |
o - = ] R A ¢ n cxlent ol hall «
crore of Fupces, that the next YCM”S |md$;f:l is ,Ht.int!, to run with a deficit ot

of 3boutfc51*}l?:?;, Lhat' our poor cultivating classes are groaning under a
blj‘r en o "} t ]c th‘{'l.t O.F 30 crores of rupees, that the '"lmi‘.]i\“;“i””
will have to be run by borrowing, that for want of funds he could not
make go}?-d 8r0vxsmn for the nation-building ‘lf’P-“”““"“'d J’“" Al
How.do 913 overnment propose o liquidate these xnim-fh-J of the poor
provaC . 7‘ .

Here are the remedics Proposed by Sir
«Raise the number of Ministers to u:n M
month in the name of protecti :

. Saadulla’s Government :-
e thet ;dl.n(lr.(’:lS(f tlh(:ilr salaries to Rs.1,000 per
v . _ INg their dignity : double the Prem:er'c calary
glvc hu.n a. l’i;at Sa]m'lcd P“Valc SCC!‘(::NY,; .‘Il)l)r):ntlhtlr]hl(v‘;if::‘lli-:\’l:;:'lnlll;i\l \"
Secretaries wit .I”ODPSt Pay ; create publicity department '4('l'("l‘l(‘ yl“.“, o
of ASSl.Sta.nt Du_‘cclors and  Assictant Inspectors as xnin(-,h,.“‘ ,_’(m ]m“"
Do th;ii:lrcrlcm%((i)lrz;f(:lo)/;f()r thr:y.cannr)t walt-——and  all ‘I]‘C‘“ml‘ulics of
f‘l‘l%f'@?% @f@ﬂ’fw ‘;a.[pﬂ(;écrt)f, \—\“1]] d’i’sqpp(-;}r. FO{' (I() 1ot ll)(‘y kn()w that
L the rest of the p a’ﬂ?qa?’n R the Ministry be pleased and’
higg;’: ¢ Population of the province will automatically be
This is, in substance, the plan and policy of the present Government

for serving the people whom, provid nt. (
e M. S ; G srmieE
care and these are the symbols of ;LC(;l}l 15 placed under their protecting

clad countrymen of theirs, love for the poor half-fed, halt-
Sir, I want to speak 3 f
> if vou Bermit L W words more about one or two very important
matters, L'y » before T tq) . ) -
I very important one, speci ll‘ ¢ my seat. Sir, the subject of Botany
1 2 t is the principal wealt;f1 ¥ tor the people of this province where
Fores Gathati. th " ol the nation.  Now, Sir in the Cotton
llegc at Gauhati, ¢re 1s no ) < ¥y 5 ! 2
Co We ha- Provision for teaching the s biect in the
ee classes. ¢ have been re i ching subjec
degr ments should be made . Peatedly requesting the Government that
arrall’y) e without delay, . caching Botany in the degree classes of
Colleg e ¢ Director of Public Instruction has sub-

: his proposals long ago ; |, ' :
n::l;(ticfo this crying public demandl_lt yet the Government have not paid any

adulla’s Ministry is going From his Budget specch we find that

ir Saad employ ten Parliamentayry Secretaries
w better to open Botany classes in Co]l WL

pot be eges with lesser cost to teach our
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vouths the knowledge of Botany instead of spending huge amount of money
in teaching the art of governing to Parliamentary Secretaries, many
of whom may not have the good fortune of coming to this House
again.

Sir, the system of Ayurvedic treatment, as I have said yesterday, has
stood numberless onslaughts at the hands of foreign systems and alien rulers
and has proved its vitality and supremacy before the world beyond any
doubt. Time has now come with the establishment of popular Governments
for its resuscitation and restoration to the dignified seat it is entitled. The
Assam Avurvedic Vidyapith of Gauhatiis making repcated request to the
government for some grants.  But the Government have paid no heed to its
praycrs. ']'his.lm(lgvt}ms not, [ am sorry to find, made any provision for
encouraging this system.  But I hope the Government, whoever they may
be; should not fail te give it its dues and if this Government make some
provision for encouraging the system, say by establishment of some sub-
<idized Ayurvedic Dispensaries, as I have suggested yesterday, I believe this
will go to a great extent to benefit the people.

With these few words, Sir; T resume my seat.

Babu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, I
admit, Sir, that it is with a sense of nervousness and some amount of palpi-
tadon of heart that T rise to speak. Because, Sir, when discussing the second
budget of Sir Muhammad T had the misfortune of uttering some unpleasant
remarks which exasperated him so much that he poured forth some venom
on my poor head. He:nce this sense of apprehension on my part, Sir.

I dont’t know, Sir, whether to Twugh or weep over the formation by
Sir Muhammad Saadulla his Ministry No.3. 1 don’t know how he is feel-
ing by stepping into the cast off shoes of the Congress Coalition Ministry.
As only the wearer knows where the shoe pinches 1 leave it to him to
answer.

Now I am coming to the budaet proper. With ~ natural dread of figures,
I shall touch only some broad and salient points of it. 1 am glad, Sir, that
Sir Muhammal Saadulla has admitted that his budget with a surplus
revenue o I'rs. 4,98 is more apparent than real, and xi- the newspaper reports
are correct, the subvention of 30 lacs of: rupees which was given to our
province is being stopped, because the Niemeyer Award is going to be set
aside and the province will get only a portion of the _antral Income-tax.
A portion of the Income-tax, ie., 1} crores will be distributed among th.e
variovs provinces. I do not know, Sir, what will be our share. I think it
will not be more than Rs.15 lacs and consequently the budget is sure to be
a deficit onc. ..

| Sir, coming to memorandum, page 12, it 1s stated that a permanent loan
of Rs.50 1.khs will be nccessary in the year 1910-il. I rubbed my eyes
when I read those lines. I could not believe myself that Sir Muhammad
Saadulla who in the year 1938 delivered a sermon on the evil effects
of floating a loan for new schemes, COUld go back upon his words and go
to the loan market in the year 1940. With due apology to him I present
to the House the speech he delivered in this connection on 23rd March
1938. ; . : :
¢ The reply from my friends in the Opposite will be, why don’t you

borrow ?”’ .

That will be mortgaging the future generation for the benefit of the present

eneration. Sir, [rom what little of ﬁnancu_).l 'problcrr'ls I have studied, I
cannot bring myself to that conclusion, and it is my _view that the present
gencration has no right to burden the future generation with a heavy load
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of debt. But I forgot, Sir, that much water has fl wn llﬁ'l':’ v:_?’ff“!. il’]:k
putra and much snow has {;g]lvn on the summit of the \:-.-' »ﬂ. - -
Hills during this interval of two years. _\ erily, we live to learn !
In page= 21 of the .'}T«-mor;m:}um it is by
an increased consurnption of ganja W : o, (;:ém :
Though the reason for this increase has been :Eunhut'ml' to i)-{!:‘ IH-»E R
of this forcible stoppage of opium rations " this admission doss not a 3 w;‘ Fe
the Government from their responsibility in this matter. We want ‘!,5.,‘,’,‘.}.1
tion, the country wants prohibition, and nothing hm' un.:l. prohibition 'M"
satisfy the public. We must see that the :u]miniazr,mug;. of our ;nrr.‘mt.'.:. 1S
1ot run—to quote the words of late Mr, Chaliha —* with tainted money i
No money is too big and no effort tao small for the eradicarion for the
drink and smoke habit of

a nation. No civilised G wernment will profit by
the vice of a section of its population,

In page 35 of the Memorandum it is stated
increase of Rs.1,16,000 over the cur;er

. . 1 P lag
written ** The Judget provides ALY

hich normally takes place cach

the budget shows an

it year’s sanctioned grant, and is due
(1) partly to an increase in the number comprising the Ministry with a

resultant increase in other charges, and partly to the provision of hiul}v-r
rates of pay for the Hon’ble Ministers ; (2} to the provision for 10 I’.u-lz;x-.
mentary Secretaries for the Hon’ble Ministers ;and (3) to the inclusion of

a Private Secrctary to the Hon’ble Prime Minister Well, Sir, regarding
the pay of Hor’ble Ministffrs, I will not say anything because from 1925, 1
had be-

N a silent spectator and a mute observer from over the g
10 many wordy battles fought, won and 1ost within the four
Chamber, to the sickening wrangling and unsatiable
moncy displayed by respective Ministers in the
not say anything about this on this occasion.
the same disgraceful conduct when Sal
As regards the Private Secret
Private Secretar .- Sir, he w
suffered. With (he
relieved of his heay
long. -

The Hon’hio Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Thank you, Siy. -

Jabu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI ;
'Vyords I‘egarc'lmg Parhnmcntary Secretaries, The reason for appointing Par-
llamemary Sccretaries ag stated by Sir Muhammad Saadulla is that ¢ these
posts serve a dou_b]c Purpose ; the first one is of paramcunt political impor-
e Ty 10 train up a gey of people whe may become future administrators
Al province and such officers may give relief to the Ministers by scrving
as a sort of liaison officers angq acquainting the Ministers on the one hand and
the Constituency on the other, with. 23 points of view.” Well, Sir, the
names that are whispercd in oyy €ars in connection with the appointments
e Parllame.ntary Sceretaries do pot inspire confidence in me regarding
the future administrators,

criane Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maypecs IN
CHAUDHURY : You can come in, avi MUDARBRBIR HUSS‘A .
o', Do, BA'IDYA‘NATH MOOKERJEE : There will be too many .

Babu HARENDRA NA : URI g

connection, I am reminded

illery there,
walls of this
greed and lust for
ir respective times, so I will
I hope to see g repetition of )
ary Bills come up before the House.
ary, I do not grudge the Hon’ble Premier, a
as complaining to us the other day that his health
appointment of 5 Secretary, | hope he will be greatly
Y responsibilities and | pray to God that he may live L

I 'wish to say a few

’ 1 of a remark passed by the Ananda Bazar Patrika
regarding some political luminaries in Bengal, I

. the rumours are correct
regarding the per sons to be appointed as Parliamentary Secretaries—those 3
remarks of the paper fit.them well. The remarks were @ w4 AT a
M 92| (Laughter).

. 6
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I next come to the Medical Department.  On page 101 of the Memo-
randum it is stated that a sum o Rs.4,803 is provided for 16 beds in the
Female Hospital at Sylhet.  Well, Sir, the people of Sylhet are crying
hoarse for the establishment of a Medical School at Sylhet, but what is the
cffect of these cries—only 16 beds in the Givil Hospital! I think this 18
an insult to injury. The previous bureucratic Government was committed
to the principle of establishing a Medical School at Sylhet, and spent some
four lakhs over the establishment of school buildings there and they dropped
the idea only for scarcity of funds. Other autonomous Governments from
1937 were also committed to the principle but the question was shelved
owing to paucity of funds. Now I ask the present Saadulla Government
whether it will respect the pledge of the previous Governments and start the
School at once.  With the passing of the Agricultural Income-tax Act, the
plea of want of funds goes into the background.

And lastly, Sir, our Hon’ble Premier is giving us ghee and the Bengal
Premier has given us ““ Kodu ” in his famous Rangpur speech. Will any
of the Hon’ble Ministers take upon himself the task of cooking ? May 1
suggest that the Hon’ble Minister for Industries will take up the responsi-
bility. As she naturally belongs to the class of Annapurna or Drupodi, it is
her birthright to be incharge of the kitchen ?  Will she take up the job
and put kodubhat to the mouth of the hungry millions of Assam, so that as
Bengal has got dalbhat from the Bengal Premier ; we may get kodubhat from
our Premier. (Laughter).

With these few remarks, 1 beg to resume my seat.

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: a3l Jeiifs w@sy, 1=
weffod SRS T 0 A Thfge g orns Asipwy  Iwagas
facag (19 v wteg afaw «ifw wa ¥ [ (hear, hear V) WTTE I
fofa wmareg sedms “fwifas sfales ar seten @fe faw o
aifais fofq @3 st odus AL | (hear, hear ')  CRUST AN Ay,
Rz “ewdl vo & fAam 3T, Aecad Wiffe w3yl Baw W B v WAt
qrzca @es creda fifes gaw, wErl facete @lea fa@r sfas @ «ifw fkai-
9@ Tg7 Tl Tfacecy, @2 WEE G 79¢ ¢ fafvs gaewn afc  aues
fog @1 & AT ¢ (hear, hear )  TULH O A ASTET Fieh v
(e SAEA eetd TR (1 AT (wE wwe: fafen warats Model
Farm < Sted o1 w8 7o ¥ Sae wm $R Beiwem sy R
eyl ¥57, T3 @3 NE OR FT4 AR Afs Ay =i oy s
qu F (I a2 1 (hear, hear ') w7 fafws I e At fra-atd
st siafa o faues @sr® It 1 ates w1 frvsce i s
fogel oataz iRl aifaare ©fEl QISR &9 (19 <56 gvia v 1 «wa cw14
Fomy @ifobier = Al ARt A ORI qF 280 Ay wizty (wRe
@3 fces A AZ 1 ASATIT WAE R4 (IR wmamaw wiw wfacs <@l
5y w42 Sigial Ve o @ ST [T AAMCAT T o7 v AT AT 2Z0OR
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"

o Ffacste | A9 wefafsa afr mgmiew few dudmGs swrzaa

/A% FAEA (7 &3 G afn wwifaare ceae (Aed F &1 3 (58 3% RIS
RACE ST A9 517 @t 2 = gx wrer gFa wEm «F <o)

) Zfent Tediad Nifeta ate vy aAmd 2503 (430 e qar WD N0E

House 3%7 2303 218 =1fg @war 3 (mowg ~ma  gsdrzz utm  sifzeifers
FFA—IZ AT AT RIANAE A% AB—siz1 220 (4957 W& A% 51w
Zfeql siodtata F5 €505 41Z918 | (hear, hear ! )

B A A 2% AW wAAfGr wm wfarsea @ 5w @wenzfasgs 2e)
At #ifars st faf=® atat =sma, w1z fofa PrEta Aeeieeg afs @usE I
flaemm 72 S @ Mz 9N w ms @ e Azpwm e e |
BRI (TN AN AR TII314 qrae wicana (HaqR aRBaces o AT
A ATIRGAT TP WA (SH g «ron Special Deputy Inspector
fraz o0 237 | SeoifS 5y welnforan wRotrs sata To n Atz | et
@A FHA GF Z50o ANA A By wfaa femaeemia

T304 |

AGAL FF (32,0007 BIF oG 416y wfaansn o2l o7 ox  z3uE |
AgEa AR AAAT A Prwwam @ q wwtw fowm wm g =gl

saFag | @@ 92 9w st s cargs s Wz | et el
gtal A%e WA &9 $49% Afqar Sraf arcqm 213 |

At fex Grerane arara

o1 RS @D 1 B aifuanes, o Srem st a zu, Bfd
fasfon AR LI1TD | Gmg gy e 35,000\ BIF @Az FF] SaAAA
FICA 7 A 28,000\ BIT 417 wfagien | B3 A7) wgfeey @ T
g, et T TR RSt 2w afrg o fortiom vl wel wig fopz

ez | A W %Y @3 "iin’t S T« 3 fSieR Qe wm @ [l
wfag Tafed 79 A ARG Bigy iz ey 69 | '

AT, € T, Gl Aoy gpay A8 WS = Gy 4y 2y wmizig S99

itz TASE | AFOE < @ el gafivn steitrn S1en e
g7l 9 BZS AR IICE @ 5wz qtamrg sretq g

foed arrotaAT AR farmy WA, G2 Ffwta 3t A s aral z3ales,
il St A TAT AN NS | @3 wizq qf TN ) A 23,
®Y fageeaol 1T 771 2203—3z) afayy ¥fe"m Deputy Inspector wq gra] Sicao)!
(et fraeael 09 T TG AV 23q @ | SoRg@ AR Brey qqim o

&emd fagerg gawTRd
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AgIaT AR o WBI FrgER A T G FISHAR aifs &=
TH TeANT N waR s afanl eifeom 333 W1 (hear, hear V) UMY fRawR
frsice Pt 9 | | Woa 23 @ «feaafwns J ctfw], sy SRR
sretafs w =fam, ST oW we Sasey W ofww, cein e
fomtata sfam THUR AT THFA—AWIS] AP IEA | 9y AEAWAY
A @A o SEEier (AR Sswtn Bfew v Asetw 2B A |

(hear, hear !)

sty 7w wfaatfEam @ @R vfaefa defmrdr S SN SRe
RfFEAIAs SJAIG) B ASTHTY WA (3@ w8 sfaw st shwatgs wianws
T8 =ftan +ifqeds 23 | fog oy (N2 S1IT W3 ge AfNaER wim wiR |
ST ARAIE A AR @ SIYA ST AWM TN AT So—eteri
7 Qg W(H FLAR A () TILA @F (MU ST AT servant, @3 SIFA| AR
e SIEE (A (AT (ofst 3fam RS A style @ A @qL G
SRR A¥ ALANS 9 ABIAA TN | | (Hear, hear).

Retrenchment Committeed &9 I8 BIF)] 46 9 F(I8 F AR (TN
FA ST W2 | et i cifare | ofwem g Bt ofw < fHwE
el T @32 FAiga Fe@ o7y W A 33w @ Afeowfs men
z23ifen szl e fes wim fogs iz |

e fare) paoia g9 =@ ewtean fe@fei) g sl @R
= atfee wy Ffew w1 e Safs zen wsarm =iz | @@ form fawin oy
e qA S fo, VAR AFA reetnd @i et 7w
sfiares | fog refms wrafs @7 @ (Ree wfasmm @ 351 <fs
Atfacsf @l | =AIF T 2 @R AHE @I (I 9B G T edmrsa
Sfoe oot qizice Sg@Arr AT AW @ WS Tha fim wwg wrel B
At @ survey T @t (1R W il Bmin wfam s AR AT
fowq @oaa 4l |

seAd, S 92 Ao ANt st e s, cazl, < Tenife, wrwl
Bia FfRE AT AT BIF N T30S oAftx | (hear, hear 1) Fow 16T
Tt @3 Tar s M 7 T a2 @ @i obl w3 1 Sne
wffaie fage afaal S AR 4fg A st e Swe o fam St
71 3% @1 Ffga— (T TN & Bl 212 7 @ 397 049 250
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st TG @at #t3rath A ataty www gl @, &3 o
clzt4 Ffaafa 89 74 a2 | T3f@sifEha facen sawrg w17 (w1ba #4213
afte ; 2y WA IFAAT A fa wfem «F wmafn 2o am e fares #4
efes | =ifd = =7 =ma 77wz fore 3y 9% & =»fam @3 Haraq qETS

-

722 27 AT 9% A4l 2gam w9 a7 G |

N

)

@A (7 (T2 TE0 721 237 a ran afwlz farets Hdem ofoy «re )
Ffaa fwA® <roreif famsm #at B | Line System wfilRz faren
e 3 Afedl Biw, =tz #fme s 29wz 23 =g «% 26
farotth sl #fam ate st A Ge facan Garga 2 Bfes | =1
PR A] A0 Ffmwsn @ Paatafane efa crew ¥3ca @ @ fewa WS
Ffaroea (1 PEAfIE w2 ofs meam azia | mos afy wrfy 7
Ffaes o, St Afa 99 o3 o4, mwern face amy wfm wx oft %
aatfin® fe oz off fm forq | pmmm, wadfim, and) wmz s (o34
{7 3R 2513 A S22t amy 7ifam =5 #97 Line System »fafba {acnb
Aatgta 79 369 |

i 7R Ffam Afas 61F @ wpam fawast o v @9 qewa 4453
@Al ACFLS (FIH provision = qifaras seme #4153 23 AR A 20T
q @A (AT TUAe Tafs g3q ap @611 frm | =im (s ww g
2ated FAE AfFIE AN w5791 55w care Wi afem formees .
< AN T o4 AT Afvifas w3 ssdmGr ws qw fmran e
At | (hear, hear V) @ fagwas) qq wfars g3 <tayst g aiaay e

=g, Al O Afea sty stare w3 qora ey wOwR @ Bfow 2312
St A |

Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR: Mr. Speaker Sir, 5z =ifa
ST TGN ITSNT Steire CElvaice sy wifsafws wfarsfc | arg ar
ot @famt 0 T 2631 e i wpayam St e 2918
(@A 2T ATV A B o e “SIN whardl 2309
sffaatig ! RRALE R R T TR HB witm wy vEq sttt ém o

G SIS AT stepwif
gpace | DR 14- e JT R L SR ——

ok afF @ SIS MW Ayt % | arews s30s S5 gaarq Aawcds

P CIELS Crol 773l ARG @y G4 Sty f{ﬁﬂ\ancfa 2% wifae P {Ha w0 |
S <=1 T AN gl ofiat RS Af srodiase 92
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order aifn =faml SiEwa orolq, el wat afdsty Afastam Taa Tste-
Ate wfaarg gt A dvedits 3ot Wiy w3W afrm | waerh
f5@l, Towe: 9 I (IR GAIT TN @ SRRIWT  (oltarEce 2y B | @fww
frure SIRIta FONEA FEINY FZ |

Fear AR I S8 Ui A e atws wiwww g4 eEm
Efdatfen | RA CIINA ARSI SAW ToeiN @ I AiTAIS T
crtafam AR ST @ foem et e3n IBrom Tgreir Besiirs weivma
Tf= W GUIRANSTTR, S “ AITHGI” TS AN 17 (WS cwiTs, fics
zifars, ARIFI, A ¢ FAFAL, A9 W, AW AR, Frww [, ste 5,
ATANCT FMF, AW A 4R AR AR cwivrere sfm 39, i
@2 B Wieaa “ifesw fwaes olere. ogend @ sl Wi s
1% (laughter) |

ZITA A 74 St wanesl @A HsiRee Wiy sedreid RILI
zfars A *nfaw waz otw WRwr wfen faa s 3l =faes | W, @
fastesg qR2 €8T F (@, WA (NAT GRSyl wye: © fermz <%
At2rs AT g AR | Rerste «¥saR St @ e ceme. gt
wiFiEra I8 @3t forg 220 Siug |

s wfdE fiw fiw T A olee shos-so Swardices afmy w9
@Y, 000\ BIFIA A 2380-8> AT 5,98 ve\ BIT MHH % w3 23y |
SHIA T AT 2,000\ @ FTT WA AFEE 3,000 B @27, 0 w7
AFETTABIT CLFBIA 0ooy BIF AR RMIT 09,00y Bro, wyoify orgta
7R 5T T @ITA SST LT AT ooy B @918 300 By
@ENetIP @R TAfET TAHA TNROTT #IF WA s@Asracy sRgfes fer,
oYl &7 AINT TSI IALAT TY @3B Nl fett—stan sy
3¢90y B! 7% o0 22AME | € OB A Bies > | gy fSts3 coff =y
ofeal (U e ST @ A 39 @FS AR 11w oy 2| s g
@ Fatfelziead, @ Al fe R av ohy wmifg AZ—33|

ISR
frg, JfeTid e daaida war W ’
’

e fawE, yfewids S AIERIELE
ider et frta T© e 9w, ferer, o geey con et

fagm | AR SRR (TIORIT 5, wwe e e WY A
< AR Ag A AR A TUBle offre sfagg a | SRR @ e
@B A% sfi AT 1@ a2 s Wwr e ATl |
orgifae AT (@9 {40 Objects and Reasons « fia i —
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“ The salaries and allowances provided by the Act which it is proposed

to.repeal in accordance with the policy of the Congress party, which “.:lls
then in office, are not sufficient to maintain Ministers in reasonable

dignity.”

72 a7t > @a swrwa dignity aem aig dignity ¥ =r%% «7 ¥
QAT | B A WA I ¥FANCT great responsibilities and greater
expenditure 7 &y @4 TH7 TPty 3N 7Irs faen crzw wiem wEwIA |
eF i G G322 WYY RATAA W] reasonable dignity 92t greater expenditure
@ ASAB] TP AT AT TR 20w sifwara Tamdid wrwmea afen oo |
AR AGA NS BT ART @@HR T 10, F1H amm enFrEm wm agwtm w9-

T 100 BIF @R oA wte wfmnuwa e afars Twmw furan-—aww
(T Fme AT | FBraiMa oz wy awwe e fefarnr g aifeu
5Ttz | Reasonable dignity 7 gmre fo = @9% affewm sfarems ?
(laughter).
zeorn fom atafir famtas fene-fenfafion @es 4fsr caia e
TG AEE FA T AR | faw arafiw fumworn caes af& searte =t
AT 23 AG@ TS T Afaers afacs =i wfane wwam comtfoma
AN ABA 2109 wws| =i HER-LICIOCAR CHE T LT o O e P nziggfs
SR Tt @fefs Azt oy g sifern wgam AsdRGRA— e ifan fewa-
—oRIts wafe mem wfan sewdrs «F wwta wnd; Afads wfaar R
FER | R e fam Adem Seawman ww «fm Afimte zm | aEw
A fiTTa wfem wat wE fin CIfSH i @9 ANEs agsy «3na @i
PPt St 22ts wam afert wefat wfamrforem qs wmm e g g
T A0 Tz @ Awlrs s svard A0 A AT A4
=l w2ts =ty atREaiferan | wfaw A frrama s stEuen e
RECECEIC U IEEPET s p— AenE grare fafis wfaaisa | s
G TS @ T @ o g FA—z| Stgi @ T gow |
Ay @forsa g cata TP @wi@ne 77 A |
AT T2 afeaifes 2507 | @iy @SN 7 23ae «F gy sfamead
fars Atfaa | s»09 Beatdy =rsdats gEars TR wadm cad st
AT @5 513 erwra @ifimt sae stom sodagra ==% cafscara eaa o9 a9
T T 5 foml 757 @rmta A v G aforen Ffde sl

Bge AFE T p&wdl, P W. D, fasionn ) waffy g LA SIE

FICAD SAFE G3SIE
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Footgdl, L. S-G. fafR@m 3w cliera awifes siga ol @2 srawm 78 «®
e EdTE [BER | S99 wmiE [aers el e I@Nw faw w®)
fa: catfed a3 Gl A «31 ¥ @iy frgel fas o T AEH—
I am saying that a medical school is necessary at Sylhet but where is the
money now ? FfA WIS RiZA @R WPIF W WEIR ~14 26w vne @B
steei Tl @ sfamey Wi e wfvre ofae® fo simma Saw =
wferlfze g3 ?  Toea) T ciftwne =% Gfowrn 3o @R tebifie
ap 22T | Sew AfANm @ @WIT A qeEr vre o sfRwrey s
afes 7

Ay 7@fesie wtewsz wgide i wand IR sEwiEm sifss wfes
wfmg e afswaas #1225 sAtew e (mesy wiwe [y Iy [t
fAge g7 | AWy W3 T @B v 59 fawieiw crent 33t fefR starn @
afaaem etz sra-tafoa asdiwt I¢ @@ oo fgw e |
FHS! TS WHT ATHIT IGAF {7} @3 order THEH frwi Wizt QG
TEA | @A S IV SITA FAA A MELA(OT IR WY e iR
ST IS GAR NEE chth sEe e [Reifes TR | wsgem-
ceratferm TSl Stens @ ffge I afesrfe rsara =7 siwerts waix
w373z i T YOI e IR | @2 Tate IGWT NS woiw ol
faeifos 22aten | @ AEW @€ Ton RIfen w9 YUY wwpnm @y
ot ety wfoae a e WA A | W @@ iR o e

Cwaaicsan fgwm | z@e @ 2R ORIA over-represented TERRTE |
fog w9 AitIge (7 91 (¥7 (IR (I fIS19 over-represented 283 e
Sizied SiEd) fice 91 qom afies A4 @ W7 | @@ Bey fafe Tttt
@ ASES @ cye=Isifae! @v St faanes s v Sy
FERFFI—RRIT PN CTA AV AR | FINCSA foqa woygy SR erfosty
“fers @32 (T WET TRATT—FoqM WWEN fym NI @i am C\.T"
sraity ORI Afes e BE 1 Ty wEy wy T, R 1 s
cmfsifael, TR CHDAE SO ) A gy R Rt steersy
1erge 230 «zey (o faar T wme s TN ST Wiowtw fye .|,
74 Trreala fi’im o9 (¥ ©fta AP 10 || P, s Bﬁ(@@ Ew.
Wiy @ity fmdle swEed 1o 7 I sﬁ?ﬁ-tw‘wmm,w crfomere | |
«® S SRRt SISl 20N IS ARG | 496 i it wrwa.
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agFed (581 #fam, Tohyr Ave), «as ¢ gpera wies @y ane =
239 WIGIZ0S &2C3 | BaAl qedmr {acom mas amy afaas =naes 4

=i#ia ofa3 fagre u15 =faz = | fareg g s7 (em ste i

Ter efewra 571 3fws e2ca 1 G cvana =moisge, epe rens @

SES (4 (’4?{31, AZE (A4t TEETS (A% Z1RA (3 Y4 571 s w8 R
5@t #faarn Aww =i | s zeiae mmar (301 wfas afesrs

qtEs c2ia wfasta R 27 @vam stwz g9 afae | o
Fy FE—(A0® 41a |

Officer (72 fatatst & 444t vz =ra BT AT g@ wtadq =faat's |
A FEACIT wa9s aweMfer S5 ata wwrs somam |
FASI AAMATH 919 3509 @as s1z17) fags cotféing w3

arifae =4t moam s wte sdew

fl AT MW | TE @ (@
stedtna Arw  asst o | BIATAL 1G4 @A4qta 997 <% fauy @terg atfes

@ei fazta 2fam, smal s =f7 s g9 v374

famca awg w13

1
GF FAMF I ARG AT AGA AQAAA AES (e fagm | s
il foen @2 e st gw am wam @

T Adaztra a3zel 9
facasat eret wfaatma @ 2ea ste) wmaeia 27 a5 |

New Schemes @ fatsasica w5187 3fea w96l a% w11 w3a1n @ws
FEq U7 (A7 wgirTe 3 '-T{i i 4fEitdq sAard Y49 qf‘?_, formmra a7 :”.5.,
G 74 (2, T @ 713 wiefay fofia =fw oz fefaras afeea

T RIS afrmat e et wee wE@A | wie e
wifrs 15, 3w, AR A =1 7820 230w, Berfroe aisiEes g9 , €% wwed

forra fofes 23w sfa A, S v stz =t
BRI | AT 9 =l 5 wmzery cap z50q 7

b

The Flon’ble the SPEAKER - It appears to me that same | Bof.
members are labouring under a mis-conception as to what a eneral discuss-
ion of the Budget should be. In such a discussion, the hong o ey ot
entitled to criticise the provisions made in the Budget. At.ld 1’1’;:}1 criticising
£ provisions of he Bucpet, they may criticise the policy of the Ministers
as is discernible from those provisions. They can give vent to the grievan-
ces, if there bf’ any, against the Government on the strength of the well-
known principle, ‘ Grievances before suppl

. : > supply . Any Passing reference to
outside matters in order to develop criticism

. : is %150 aliowed. I hope the
hon. members will make their speeches, remembering these points.

i wifam sfaca =, dignity =
=i 23413 (73 wirg aAfics

-
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Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Mr speaker, Sir. The Seventh
Budget speech of the Premier thrice-born under the new Constitution leaves
no impression of his loeng drawn experience in which he prided himself. 1
shall not use the us:al invectives thrown from the armoury of the Oppasition
against the budget introduced by a party Government nor shall I cavil at
the starvation allowance provided for the nation-building departments
although I am fully alive to the fact that about half crore of rupees will be
an additional gain to the provincial coffers from the taxation measures
passed by the last Government together with the increased receipts estimas
ted from the Gentre, Sir, the province has been taxed to its utmost capavcity,
still curiously enough the Minister for Industries will have to remain cons
tent with the manufacture of ghee and pisciculture, the Agriculture Minis-
ter with a dozen of Demonstrators, Public Health Minister with 10 additions
al Sub-Assistant Surgeons and the Education Minister with Rs.3,400 for the
devclopment of education amongst the scheduled, tribal and Esx-tea
garden labour classes and so on. These are the specimens of “efforts to
bring in an all-round improvement in our nation-building departments®,
We shall have at least the satisfaction that the province shall have no
dearth of pure ghee and fish, to be served by the Hon'ble Minister of
Industries. The Hon’ble Premier was eloquent in his condemnation of
the taxation measures passed by the Congress-Coalition Government
in as much as they hit the poorer section, but Sir, T would have
admired his sincerity if he could forego the condemned revenue from these
measures in his budget estimates, Like a petulant child he curses the diet
he feeds and grows on. If the charges on account of Ministers’ Private
Secretary and Parliamentary Secretaries record an mcrease of one lakh and
sixteen thousand, the explanation may be fo.nd in the fact that the Minis-
ters have been inspired with the ideal of “‘prosperity and happiness not only
for the present generation but also for their coming generation™,  Sir, if
this amount is interpreted in terms of primary schools, a favourite expression
with the Hon’ble Premier, I may at once say that at least 1000 (one thou-
sand) primary schools could have been .start:cd w_zth this sum of one lakh
and sixteen thousand. Sir, the Premier has highly flattered himself over
his achievement in reducing half per cent. interest for- Treasu.ry Bills.  But
may we remind him that the interest and price ol treasury bills are regula-
ted more by the laws of demand and supply in the money market than by
any other code of personal relationship. If t.hc Governor, of the Reserve
Bank has shown any personal favour, he has violated a sacred trust of the
Indian public. I may also add Sir, that perhaps c_luc
foreign remittances, the interest of the treasury bills
this period of chaotic international irade relations.  If o
nal influence can raise the credit of the province, wl_ly the
ciation Fund of Rs.75 thousand for steadying the price of

Lo curtailment of
has gone down at
ur Premier’s perso-
0 he starts a Depre-
his debeatures ?
ik, e would naturally expect to hear from the Premjer

. . tl o o "
stances which led to his assumption of the office from which the (e com

: : . the Cong
Coalition Ministers voluntarily resigned as a protest against the Waronggﬁs:):

Government. When we heard of some  conditions imp -
(éfoth;rir before acceptance of the“respon§1b1hty of .adtr‘linistfaoégi %l; tS}ﬁ
Saadulla, we naturally deluded L selves into the belief that by the condi-
tions, he referred to the Defence of India Act and the connected rules and
ordinances. We also sprmlse'd that they mlghtr refer to the points of the
Viceregal statement which the League sought to clarify.  We had also a
{furking hope that the disemployed employees of Dighoi might engage the
attention of Sir Saadulla before he would consent to form 1 Cabinet,
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Sir Saadulla’s sense of dignity would
of Shillong while the Ordinances wou
Ministry—that was our impression.
moment of his speech to hear some
this, we discerned in the speech
deal with the war situation.

deter him from appearing as a tin (1(})(1
1d be broadeasted over the head of IH'.
We were anxiously expecting at cvery
explanations on these points. .I’:xr from
his morbid anxiety to increase his staff to
Not a word of sympathy for the un.fnrtunatc;

Digboi strikers, not a bit of assurance to the tea labour of the prm'mcr," no
€ven a passing reference to the working of the Ordinances in the pr(nn}rn,
Probably his hungry mouth lost all restraint at the sight of a breakfast, ]‘;"'
gctting for the moment that it was merely the surfeit of a deserted ta )lv.
€ pounces upon the putrid crumbs not like the ¢ princely eagle but lxkr:_t e
grcedy vulture.” Did he care to know at what suffering, at what sacrifice
the breakfast was cooked ? Tt was not cooked in the beggar’s hearth. it was
cooked on the fire of struggle which the Indian Nationzl Congress l.zt up
Sir Muhammad Saadulla betrays himself into the belief that India is still
at its break{ast hour, but if he can read the signs of the time, he will soon
realise that the reached the Dinner time inspite of the reaction-
el of Progress. This time it will be a I)mn'cr for
: ) ians served by the Constituent Assembly Cq‘“PP‘fd
with thc_rlght of self-determinat; world order is in a melting _pot
e shackles of imperialist domina-

> e in his condemnation of the new

ct, but may we pertinently ‘ask what tangible evidence he has up till

oow adduced in Support of his condemnation ? Provincial Automony

clipped off its wi dinances promulgated by a series of

am  Gazette, fails to dispel his infatuation

The Hon’ble Premjer discountenances the Fed
r€asons not identica]

T | with those of the Congress
to utilise the ntervening period to shape our re
tutional discussions are started again.  What a novel way has he shown in
his budget to s_hgpe our requirements ! Sophistry must have its limits !

b S @ pernicious eflect of separate electorate, the communal feeling has
/ €€n pumped to the bUrstmg point throughout the country, I can do no
, ette‘r‘ E;lan quote Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan from his Rotary Club speech :

' ing Camp:igg;c;;isi'galngcr was that with separate clectorate the clci;iofiscﬁ;

Niaibass dy existed o i_}z Y 1o create bitterness and might widen the gulf whic

) rn . 1d
€ exploited to the cxtrer?;::.ght s PR L
Lord Zetland in his stat

onvinced th?.t: g as the legislatures are divided on com-
Politica] lines, 50 long will serious difficulty be expe-

cral Scheme though for
and at the same time wants
quirements before the consti-

2 €mocratic institutions with success. What we
ave to aim at js g state of i A : :

; affairs un i h will think of
himself as an India ﬁrst‘and - der which the legislator

indu or Moslem afterwards. When t.h%,lt
Stumbling block in the way of India’s

He is dancing
gs of the country. So
Iy masscs by throwing a few crumbs here

Y« He is guilty of Jettisoning the greater ins

his efforts at pacifying the hung
“and there can hoodwink nobod
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terest of the country for the sake of aggrandising himself. If the independ-
ence of India is the objective of all political parties, it cannot be e!.ipCCth
that the British Government will give it on a beggar’s bowl. In‘dia will have
her independence inspite of reactionaries. It is no good dwelling upon the
details of the budget of a Finance Minister who has brought a perverted out-
look to bear on the political problems of the country. v

This is what I can serve on the breakfast table of Sir Muhammad Saad-

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Mr. Speaker, Sir. This has become
customary to deliver budget speeches though they are seldom given effect to,
but we feel only this consolation that we have made our grievances heard to
the Government. Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister throughout his budget
speech criticises the previous Government for their over-zealous patriotism
and advises them to be practical but he even lacks in practicalism. So
many schemes are drawn up but petty amounts are provided for them to
show to the people that they are doing good to them. Sir, ours is a poor
and deficit province as stated by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, and I do
not think the necessity of those shows. Sir, it would have been much better
to find out one or two schemes and to finance them so that the province may
be benefited at large. Sir, I suggest that like the Government of Mysore
our Government should take one or two big industries in hand and start the
work ; raw materials are abundant in our province. Sir, in Assam it is
very difficult for the people without State aid or without foreign capital to
start big industries like paper, jute and cement. These industries will solve
the unemployment problem and will improve the condition of the people
at large. My resolution for exploring the minerals of the province was
passed in this House but no Committee was appointed to give effect to that
resolution to find out whether raw materials are available in the hills or in
the plains, as my hon. friend Mr. Hamid Khan has just referred to. Sir, in
the present budget, no provision has been made for State aid to big industries
except in one case where he has provided Rs.2,070 for one Dairy Farm in
Goalpara where the Hon’ble Minister found that the milkmen are op-
pressed by the Marwarie traders. I challenge his statement that the
Marwaries are taking exhorbitant rate of interest from the milkmen and
taking away the produce for adulteration. Such statement of the Hon’ble
Minister is an insinuation and made without any basis. It is far b
truth and should be exterminated from the budget speech. No doubt
capitalists will derive the lion share in the profit of the produce unless the
Government advance loan to the people at a nominal rate, to write it off i
the future years, but not like the co-operative banks whiteh o it o 1§
criticised in this House. Sir, I think, it would have been better et B

. . : er for Govern-
ment to establish ghee grading stations as the Governments of ot} inc
have done to grade ghg:e and pack it in those stations to "e:) }1el;tprov1n.ues
for them. This ghee is sold in the ot DEUETTpLICES

market under the mark “Ag mark > and

ets better price as it is pure and packed before Govern
ghcmical e Lo B o ment officers, after

Sir, it is not befittin
ty——permanently-settled
eye falsely.

~ Sir, it is known to all how this community opened hospitals, schools,
libraries, Goshalas and other public charitable institutions in the province
without any help from Government. There are rich men in the province
but none have done so as we have done. Sir, one of my friends yesterday
from the Government party wanted to oust us from the province—at least
that was his desire as it appears from his question. My friend should know

ulla.

ga popoula}* Government to belittle one communi-
in the province hundreds of years ago, in the public
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that we have permanently setded in Assam more than 100 years ago and
consider it as our home and we will never go aout of it bike
My friend claims to have come from 1
go back there ; so also will we.

Now, I come to my subject again,
nothing has been provided for
Rs. 1,000 for Hindi Prachar.

Sir, except in Shillong, the Gove

other pt‘.uplc.
rab and it i5 not Q’I\!K‘L!Cd that he will

I find, Sir, in the head “Education”
Hindi education except a petty amount of

‘Tnment is giving no aid to any Hindi
Sehool of t.h? province. Our present Education Minister when he was the
Revenue Minister in the previous Government in 1937, promised to give aid
to a Hindi HigP} School started by the Marwaris of Dibrugarh, but he has
provided not a single pie for the same in the Budget, !-.‘.-::r;'lmd'y should be
treated equally by the Government, when these institutions are open to all,
though a lump sum of money has been provided for European education.
Sir, in revenue matterg Government should adopt the business policy.

The forest and other Government contracts should be allotted to the highest

bidders, and no artificial distinction should be made beiween late settlers
Wlho B SRS Horpiciled angd carly settlers who are calied indigenous pco-
ple.

Sir, Lac is one of the main forest products of Assam in the Mikir Hills
of the Nowgong district, por years past, the people were to pay rovalty
thereof to Government when they sent the same outside Asq;\nlj d A 'yt‘:\'l‘
ago, the G'ov.crnmer.)t wanted that the Lac godowns should b«-' re }stcn‘cd and
royalty paid immediately, but due 10 I ' ion, the (;(;vf-;-g;;;1|q-||t \\(N‘r('
pleased to withdraw the said order. Now it has been again‘cnlin;cv(l I'
hope the Government wi]) please realise the difficulty of the wople "md
wlthdr?W the order and allow the matter as it was.  Otherwige PL})!-) ] ‘ 31
ness W.l“ l?e ruined anq the producer as well as the seller wiil sin((;"'r [' "io'?ub -

Sir, in my previous  hudget specech, I drew the aucmc' N o;b.thc
Government to the artificiy] vegetable ghee which ig general) i *d with
the natural ghee and passed as such ip the market. 1 he Pun)‘,qumx(t'ovcm-
ment passed a law by Wth.h this vegetable ghee will be colouriél )rcd’ sreen
and such other colour as it canpg, be mixed with pure ghee 50 as to ’p%sq as

the same. I hope our Govcrnmcnt should also take such legislation for the

f public health. H Q.
Z?;lé:yostrget SR €re in Shlllong we find adulterated ghee selling¥in

Sir, coming to the subiecy ¢ .
! Jeet * Medical °, we find that ne provision has

een made for maternity hog it : .
Every tew, Bin though WGI:) lﬁ?l]:f }? hich are badly needed—at least one m

. : €re at least one Hon’h] lad ini i
r Cabinet, still I do not fing : ¢ lady Minister in
va;rds aan:'h?rf;- Whether ita‘%y gﬁ?ﬁmoﬁ I}ladc for female hospitals or
ill or whether it is the negligence of th © the fact that this sex does not fall
know. ) ¢ Ministry towards this sex—I do not
Sir, our province is rich ¢ 45
Jacking in good freeder roads in g a1 to
rising town 10 the Nowgong district, There are
it mainly s«:ttletil _byt Sylhqt Muhamm man ! '
ir paddy to this town in e t ley are to bring
thccllll:npg to these villages become imp ;: er alone, The Hojai-Dobak road
lcamuddy that at some place , full bullock ?«lllny season, [t becomes
$ = been passed and Rs, 60 will go do
heme has + 29,000 has been sanction d
€% yet begun, I hope the Hon’ble Minj >ed but the work has

ter, Public w

not mmence the work j el or 2ublic Works Deparement
will please €0 Immediately beginning from the -'Railwg}:
Statlon' ; b
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Sir, in the list of new schemes we find only two big schemes incurring
heavy expenditure and they are connected with the Government. I doubt
whether people at large will derive any ‘benefit therefrom. )

Sir, in conclusion, I want to refer only to one question, and that is
that of domicile. Sir, the great Indian National Congress has appointed a
Committee about this matter and it is of opinion that the issuing of domi-
cile certificate be abolished forthwith and all people living in a province
for more than 10 years who have made the province their home should be
counted as provincials and no difference of status should be made between
them and the indigenous people 1 hope the present Government will also
adopt this policy at an early date.

With these words, I resume my seat.

Adjournment.
The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

After lunch

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have met
here under the shadow of a great crisis.  We all know the reasons of the
resignation of the Congress Ministry.,  We want complete independence and
the resignation of the Ministry is a great step. We are on the threshhold of
a coming struggle.  There is jubilance all over the country and the country
is fully prepared for more—more sacrifice. This resignation of the Ministry
led to the suspension of the Constitution in seven provinces.

In Assam, the present Ministry came into existence. This is the fourth
\ yvear and we have got the fourth Ministry. From_a cabinet of five members
| it is going to be enlarged to twenty including Parliamentary Secretaries and

still the stability is at stake. It will be only free from danger when we have
a cabinet of 54 members. Like rolling stones Ministries are coming in and
going out of office. The _anstitutiox} has been a failure in Assam from the
very beginning. The principle here is ““first Ministry and then majority is
being followed™.  All energy is to be spent to keep a bare majority only to be
followed by change of sides with the change of Ministry. This is more than
failure of the constitution. The. entirc_ administration has become demor-
alized. This sort of administration will not bring independence nor 1S it in

any way beneficial to the people at large. India is not prepared to be satis-
fied with such a sham constitution,

Sir, only the Congress Coalition Government hay i
beneficial to the people during the brief period, (f) ?t d}cl):se Vi?lr)régthglll%
opium curse in two subdivisions and woulg have wipped it out throughout
the province if it were in ofﬁcgt, (2) it has granted the greatest amount of -
remission of land révenue possible under.the circumstances (3) it has paved
the way fol: ad.dltlonal mcome of ahoyt Rs.35 lacs a ;ear (4) its mass
illiteracy drive, its attempts to Increase the Pay of Lower Prirr,larY Pandits,
etc. Butall are upset overnight by the present Ministry, I am really
sorry to hear the qld stale arguments advanced against total prohibition by
Hon’ble the Premier. The palic

1 S y is made by Government and not by the
Excise Commissioner. Last year the scheme of total prohibition" was

‘unanimously accepted by the Assembly. (4 voice—question.) The Excise
Commissioner spent 9 months in carrying out the policy of the Government
-and the same Excise Commissioner refused to accept the privilege of 4
months’ leave before retirement for the sake of second stage of prohibition
‘upto Gauhati by the 15th of January 1940. Hisg report is rather encourag-
ing. The success by 70 per cent. in one subdivision and by 40 or 50 per
cent, in the other subdivision, in 9 months, is highly gratifying and this
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+ sq S0 a1k C
present Government should have carried out the prohibition with mor
SPLLL'll‘hc public opinion is in favour of jﬂu&t.i}'itf"“- ‘ '-’\!"'“l sixteen ,(:“:“.T;-‘:::
addicts were treated medically by the l’-:?.»l_u' Health Department ‘ ‘ -iiiuu
cost. The opium shops were closed down for ever. 62% casecs _"i 5"‘."‘1‘5:’;‘)1(
were tried during the period. This is a record and this has become { r,- e
because of total prohibition. v vigilance of a few months morc,
smuggling would disappear. ) ) 20, 000 passes

Under the original scheme, the Government issued about 20,000 ¢ 50
to new addicts, addicis above 50 years were .-:-:rlnuh.-‘:i- —~thosc du.nmmT".'t,
years have their rations restored. Corruption and brivery became rdl"'l!’l'if’(l‘
smuggling increased, habit greatly spread, unregistered addiets multiplied,
Cher i wer
The original 10 per cent. reduction policy reduced the number in paj .
only. If the unregistered addicts are taken into account, we are in the MI-“;;

position as in the beginning. The question is not how much i l
addict takes but how widespread is the habit everywhere even after ten
years, o

Smuggling is the outcome of this policy and even the highest Hﬂlf‘-“‘l?
are suspected of being in the pay of the smugglers. ‘This has been :f(lnnttc(
by Government and the entire Department has become a hot bed of corrup-
tion. This original policy will free the registered addicts only when every
one of them will die and not before, . .

Increase of ganja and liquor consumption is not a new thing. The fall
of opium revenue is being made up by the rise of garja and liquor by secret
propaganda and also as a direct cause of a sign of prosperity among the
consumers The little rise in ganja and liquor is now going to be attributed
to total prohibition. This is another false plea which the Ministry is asked
to swallow. The Government must take steps  that ganja and Jiguor con-
sumption must not increase and jssue strict orders to that effect.

/ The only way to stop the habit is by total prohibition. The only way
to wipe out smugglers is by total prohibition. I consider this action of the
present Ministry to be a Himalayan blunder. The sin which they have
thus committed by not carrying on total prohibition to the finish, will never

be.egcused by the present or by future generations. The Hon’ble Prime
nister has accused

the policy of the Congress Coalition Government creed
as one of prohibition. We do not kncw whether the policy of the present
Overnment is one of intoxication, otherwise they would not have stopped
prohibition overnight. Sapmari lengosot  bikh thoa is most dangerous for
the success of the prohibition scheme in Sibsagar and Dibrugarh. The
policy of the Congress Coalition Government so far as the total prohibition
of ganja and liquor is concerned, has been totally abandoned by the
present Governmg:nt. Though prohibition bill has been introduced and
passed by the Legislative Council, the Hon’ble Prime Minister has said that
he has for reasons known to him dropped the Bill.
Regarding land reve

Rega. cnue reduction, the statement made by the Hon’ble
Premier is most alarming. The Paddy cultivation is a losing concern.

Every resettlement operation artificially reclassifies the land to a higher class.
The less is the yield the better is the class and more revenue is the theory.
Government admits that the raiyats are indebted to the extent of about 25
to 30 crores. How is it possible for then. to be thrifty and save the amount
of remission granted to them ? The prospect of increase of price of paddy
and of agricultural produce is not much beneficial to the people. The real
profit goes to the middlemen. There is a large number of beggars in oult;
villages at present ; about 60 per cent. of the village people have no stoc
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of paddy in their granaries. If the remission of land revenue is with-
drawn in the next year, there will be great disaster and ruin to our people.
On the other hand, I urge the Government to make the reduction to be
permanent. N ) . . .
Regarding total prohibition of ganja and liquor, a Prohibition Bill was
introduced and passed by the Upper House by the Congress-Coalition
Government, but for reasons known to the Hon'ble Premier himself, this
beneficial measure has been withdrawn, as if to run the administration,
money from consumption of ganja and liquor from the poorest of the people
by the moral and physical degradation of the vast mass of consumers is no

concern to them. This is another Himalayan blunder on the part of the
present Ministry. People will never excuse them.

I appeal to the present Ministry in the name of hum
the total prohibition of opium
There is yet time to take it up.

Great credit goes to Doctors, Congress volunteers, officials and non-
officials and workers who have devoted whole-heartedly for the success of
the scheme of total prohibition of opium in Sibsagar and Dibrugarh sub-
divisions. Credit also goes to the members of the Excise staff for detecting
larger number of smuggling cases and for their tact and ability to check
smuggling in the prohibited area.

This is not possible to give an exhaustive reply at the short time at our
disposal.

Srijut BELTRAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this budget has been
presented to the House by one seasoned Finance Minister, the Hon’ble Sir
Muhammad Saadulla, whose profession has been for the last decade, as an
administrator of the Province. His budget speech is an attempt to vilify
Congress and Congress-Coalition Government, a Government owing to
whose charity he has been able to become the Finance Minister to-day.
He cannot see the bright things, he cannot look at the bright side of the

picture, he has always been trying to find fault with any work done by the
last Government.

anity to push on
as outlined in the scheme immediately.

Sir, since this Ministry has come into power,
panic in our province. There have been regular invasions and inroads by
iminigrants into the Lines and Reserves of our province, and the people have
become panic stricken, and they have lost all hopes of safety under this
Government. The immigrants have forcibly entered into the lands owned
by the Assamese cultivators—both Hindus and Musalmans, tribals and
scheduled castes. Their agricultural produce has been taken away. Fisher-
men have been deprived of their fish, as fish is being foreibly taken away b
the immigrants. In this state of affairs T cannot Cbngratulate the Hox}tl’bl};
Finance Minister for presenting this budget beforc us.,  Sir while he is so
much anxious for making provisions for the settlement of land with the
immigrants, he should not ha.v(‘. forgotten that there is a greater demand for
land by the Assamese people in our province. Coming as he does from the
Gauhati constituency, he should have known that there is a greater demand
for land, mostly fron'rx the Muhammadan cultivators. He should have
known that Palasbari has been washed away by erosion and thus
thousands of people have become landless ; they have been trying in vain
to get land. I would urge upon the Hon’ble Finance Minister that before
settling lands with the immigrants, he should try to settle land with the
landless Assamese pcople who are practically starving. Sir, this Ministry
has now 10 Ministers and 10 Parliamentary Seccretaries, and it is proposed
now to take a Private Secretary for the Hon’ble Premier, How T wished

there has been a great
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» w. C ' 2 0ore g p Ciit ')‘
v I o “.En; ’l {caumnm
t cn > < ) -
the Assam GOVC!‘nmCIIl was C()l[ll)l‘,l‘ (’.

y rcs5-Coralitio Govermunenld
Sir, the most important item that the (mnf_{t'. ﬂ—-i-(i'f..-h(u)- i-H R ey
k up, i.c., the total prohibition, has been shclsf( y thas he Cangrass-
Fas . .f - tion of the House, I can say that long belore the O e
IC?}((’)r lt}tllco:ln g::zmmcm resigned, one of the promivent mcmlbrf:‘.:m. =
Gotclrnmcnt said that if they could again come to .pAl.:’u'v‘Cf.‘;})‘::‘- (:,'.}ex;‘-ul they
resignation, this prohibition scheme would not be iL:JI’\'C"II l: S B A
have kept their word. Sir the pet theory of the ton l) s o Boleaing
of gradual curtailment of the rations of opium isar ljw- ll O e down of
contraband opium to the province. 1 say that the grac L;.Il. s ot to replace
rations and not making any propaganda amongst the adc “,'.';_ elilag
the cut-down rations is the root cause of bringing “-’”A“dl?.f“m-mvr nd
would therefore urge upon t}u? Government to pl»n(’!:l"'t‘)\v"l' qf (‘l h\.' e last
try to give effect to the prohibition scheme that was  passe ;
ernment,

S"r’ some taxation measures were l)fl)ll;"hl. in by thl’ la.\t (.:()’\'.(::"l(llnlf}':::‘
with the object of taking out some schemes, with the money lhu_.s r-'t“;;i e
the amelioration of the conditions of our people. Bl'll we are surprise he Day
that the money thue obtained is going to be apprup.rml('(! in r;x)nsm._(‘; t leﬂ(_;y
of the Hon’ble Ministers and in meeting the S.?ll;lrl(',j of the ].‘lr].l‘ugl.d”(.[

etaries, and not to benefit the gencral publice, ;\owhcrt_t in this ’l.ll hu"’:
we find any provision made for the spread of . education amongs u-scb
scheduled, tribals and Jabour except a few scholarships.  He has, of "ﬁ‘ o
made some provision for raising some High Schools in the Surma V-ll CZ’m’
in Hailakandi, Sunamganj, Silchar and Jowai, but he has not founc 'dr.c
school in the Assam Valley 1o ¢ncourage. T ask the Hon’ble l'lll_'“fi

inister as to what he has done for the uplift .nf' the Sf;h(:c!ul(:d, tribals
and labouring classes—for their uplift and for their education ?

Sir, while he hasg realised
for Madrassa Education, he h
people and 1 charge him for

the necessity for providing additional grants
as eatircly forgotten these poor down trodden
neglecting their cause.

Now, Sir, 1 want to mak
ment.  The Hon’h
a second Conseryy

€ some observations about the Forest Dcr):l'l‘t-
le Premier has come forward with a proposal to appoint
tor of Forests. This post of sccond Conservator w}?s
fore and the abolition has been recommended by the

the officers at the top alone. And hlt
. i alligator by digging ditches. Of course, . e
has said that he would be able to save some Rs.22,000 by this proposal, but
his figures are fictitious and it wi

will be seen in the long run that there will lge
additional expenditure only and no saving. In 1938-39, he assured me in

reply to a cut motion of mine that he was trying to minimise the number of

I. F. S. officers in the Forest Department ; and’ T would now ask him to
stick to what he said in that reply.

Sir, from the Forest Administration Report.of this year, 1 came to ’lez:lt;z
that the Government was willing to totally abolish free labour systcrlr)l 11111 o
Forest Department. But in the budget speech, however, therec has been no
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mention of abolishing free labour.  Sir, I want to bring to the notice. of the
Government for their consideration the following fact. There. are large
number of elephants at the disposal of the Forest Department and it is
needless, in these days of better transport and communication, to maintain
so many elephants. If the number is reduced by half, | it will be quite
possible to abolish free labour system by spending | the sum thus saved in
paying for the labours tha.l will be neceded by . the Faorest Department.
According to my information the maintenance expense for these ‘elephants
will be Rs.74,000. And I hope the Government will give due consideration
to this fact and abolish this free labour, and confer some benefit on the
hungry people of the pravince.

Another thingi s this. While at the top the Forest Departme
getting fat salaries and while they are getting some Rs.2} lakl
the shape of pay and overscas allowances, the actual workers, the Rangers,
the Deputy Rangers, the Foresters and the Forest Guards are practically
starving. They have to remain in Jungles, they are often attacked by fever
and they bave to carry quinine always with them so as to be able to .do
their routine work. These hard working officers are given a meagre salary,
a salary on which they cannot maintain themselves. The topmost . officers
who only come on a visit to these localities are enjoying fat salaries, , these
subordinates should have their salary increased so that they can maintain
themselves humanly. :

nt.officers are
1s of rupees in

Sir, I have seen in this department that there is a grade system of.pay
of Rangers, Deputy Rangers and Foresters. I think there  is no other
departments where there is grade system of pay. The Foresters, the Forest
Guards, the Rangers and the Deputy Rangers are not given the benefit of

time-scale of pay which they rightly deserve. I would ask the Government
to remedy this defect.

Sir, I have learnt with great concern that after the reduction, of the labour
system by 5 days the forest Guards in the different ranges have been made
to clear the jungles and do all works that was entrusted.or used to be 'done
by the daily labourers in the forest. If this is true, .then I cannot but
condemn. this Government for this and I only heope that this ‘Government
will enquire into this matter and do the needful, -

Sir, another complaint is that the Assamese contractors are, not e
proper encouragemex}t from th.e Government in the matter of rg vtg'ng
forest contracts. It is the outsiders who get better v€Ncouragement tgr Oan iﬁg
Government and not the people . of the province. Selection trees aren(:l)ftcr(13
denied to the:Assamese  contractors while " the outsiders are -given*‘ selected
trees whenever they, ask.  The reason alleged - being " thalt ooty Besicd
higher officers who can recommend selected trees are all outsiders.  There-
fore, I urge upon the Government to see that our people, i.e., the Assamese
people, are encouraged and they are ' Tl

not ousted by the outsiders.
With these words I resume my seat. . |

The Hon’ble the. SPEAKER : Any hon.. member from this _side
~of.the House may speak. o
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr, Speaker, Sir, I have no preparation

-at all for ma_king: speeches. to-day, but I notice that.nobody was standing up,
..so I should :like to:speak one or two, words. ’ ~ 2
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Regarding budgetary figures, T have nothing to say. -,1I~; »[‘l,l,lf,[‘};lccds
Hon’ble Premier has taken into cr,{ysxrlrr::(l(;xl :.:ll the rrr;lmr-n;m , ;wxlinn of
of the places concerned. Sir, I think very seriously about 't = o f ciai
constitutional deadlock of the day. What is the cause of it ! tl}ln (‘(,,'mnunal
of it ? I think, the communal tension and the root of tf]'ci oy
question is the poverty of the country and the unemployment of th ' Cied for
and I believe, Sir, as soon as the question of.lm-ud and butter 'iISl l": 1,'.,','.1)._
all in sufficiency, the question of communalism and so forth will go

. r ieve
As some hon. members have already spoken that our goal 1s l!ﬂ ' :lcil:m::o
Indian freedom and liberty, we all agree on this point and t "';:1 like to
one on this floor who will not agree to this. But, Sir, one ""'”rdLI e Party—
say in this connection. The Opposition side—I mean the (,UH_L!F'C’“" . what-
desires to achieve this independence or freedom or liberty bk uu{rrfj British
cver we may call it without the co-o cration and help from the Hindu
Government. But, Sir, the majority of the Indian pt:oplcﬁwlu;th.cr 1n£
Muhammadan, Garo or Khasi—all agree that we do not at present s d
a complete severence from the British Government. So, that is my dcsire i;"-_
my beﬁef that we want freedom and liberty with the co-operation of the 1‘~‘nr
tish Government and under the guidance of the British Government. °
this reason the question of economy comes and the question of finance comes
and the budgetary question comes, Of course, T also quite agrec with som;]:
hon. members that the budget is too expensive—that the proposals put fort
before the House are too cxpensive, I agree (hear, hear /). But on the other

side we see that if we want good government and good administration and
also some achievements to b

¢ done by the Government we want something
substantial which means the question of majority and unless thére 1s &
majox:ity no Government can stand, no Cabinet can stand and there 18 no
knowing how long this Cabinet can stand (laughter). - This depends entirely
on the question of majority. So we must consider that question seriously
so that the Cabinet may be stable and with the help of the Cabinet we L
all work together for the benefit of the country. So I say the Hon’ble
remier 1s'far superior, I think, to most of the hon. members of this House
and he i in financial matter. The majority of this House has
.Mm- as the Leader of the House (A voice :  We have not selected).
The majori say since we have selected him as our
leader we shall have to

follow his guide, we shall have to accept his proposals
and so forth, with due consideration of course.

L

Sir, there may be son ati Js ! -
™€ omis et and I want to poi
them out to the Hon’he Sions in the budg

pe : inister. T,ast year—1938-39, 36 Mission Primary
Schools’ it taken over by the Government but no non-recurring
grant was provided for the building, furniture and apparatus and this year
also no grant has been provided foy that purpose. So I want the Hon’ble
er.uster to give hi i { is matter. Another point I
For Madrasas the amount allotted

.3,000 has been provided. T think this is some-
“;hat unreasonable, hope the Hon’ble Premier will consider this question
also. '

About communications, Sir, I note that m

any people are crying for
good communications but I do not think there i

s any district like the Garo
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Hills that is suffering from bad communication. We in the Garo Hills
have no direct communication from the headquarters of a district to the head-
quarters of the province. I have a bulky file about my quarelling over
this question. I notice in the Communications Board meetings the allotment
made for different roads is much higher. For a road from Dalguma to
Dhudnai, only about 10 miles or so, Rs.1,10,000 has been provided, but for
the most important road from Lakhipur to Mankachar—a length of about
90 to 100 miles only one lakh rupees was allotted. Now Mr. Nath, Sub-
divisional Officer of Darrang is beginning to survey the road from the
Lakhipur side. Another thing I want to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble
Minister is the Tura-Bajingdobah Road. The Deputy Commissioner of
Garo Hills took up this road and it was almost completed—only 12 more
miles have been left to be done. It was constructed out of the Tura Dis-
trict Fund and the Rural Improvement Fund from the Central Govern-
ment. But the road has been left incomplete for want of funds.
This would be the shortest road from Tura to Shillong and I have
spoken also about this road to Mr. Pennell, the Chief Engineer,
the Secretary, Public Works Department, Government of Assam, in the
months of May and July last. (Voice from Congress bench : What about Garo
Hills ?) I have nothing to say more about Garo Hills to-day. Another point
I want to say for the consideration of the hon. members is that many hon.
members have spoken about the pay and prospect but I have nothing to say
about this. We must consider the fact that we want better and more com-
fortable living and T think, nobody will deny that your or iny pay should be
increased or raised. As regards the retrenchment proposal, I am deadly
against it. ~ We should not touch the salaries up to Assam Civil Service
because this will affect the pockets of our own brothers. We want to improve
the living standard of our own people and if we touch and reduce their pay
then the lives of so many people who are dependant on these officers will be

very miserable. Similarly the question of raising the salaries of the Ministers
should not be so much protested. (Laughter).

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir. The budget placed
before the Hon. House by the Hon’ble Premier is a disappointing
one from the schedule and tribal point of view. Their numerical strength
is not a matter to be ignored and it is a well-known fact that they are most
backward in education. It is a matter of great regret that no money has
been specially set apart for the spread of primary, secondary and higher
education among the scheduled and tribal people. From the budget it
appears that the present Saadulla Cabinet wants to keep us in deep igno-
rance. The Congress-anlition Government gave grants-in-aid to aboft 69
Venture schools last year in the Surma Valley and there are many Venture
schools waiting for Government grants but for which they will be wiped out
of existence. In the Assam Valley Districts also a huge amount of money
was also set apart for the same purpose 1ast year. This year however only
a paltry sum of Rs.3,492 has been provided for the creation of certain Pri-
mary and Middle Vernacular and Middle English special scholarship for the
development of education amongst the boys of the schedule, tribal and ex-tea
garden labour classes but. I may point out. that this is too inadequate sum
when their pOplﬂf'tthH 18 taken into consideration. So this sum should be
increased.  Matriculation scholarships should be specially set apart for the
schedule caste from the next April. To encourage education among the
schedule caste people free studentships in Government High Schools and
Colleges should be granted immediately by the Government according to
their population.  Special Officers have been appointed to look after the
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cdutation of the Muhammadans but it is strange indeed that the present
Aadulla’Cabinet is not at all willing to appoint any officer to look after the
educfltion of the scheduled castes, Do they think that the appointment of a
Speaial Officer is'a mere waste of money ? The Ministers have come for-
ward ‘with their Salary Bills before the Hon. House, In Seven Congress
provineces theé Hon’ble Ministers were satisfied by drawing as their salary a
sum of Rs,750 including the house rent and conveyance allowance. The
agress-Coalition Government in  Assam  also drew Rs.700 including
ouse rent and conveyance allowance. They had the same responsibility
am.i they wouldhave continued to function with same salary had they not
resigned in obedience to the call of the Congress High Command. The
XICOmcs of the provinces of Bombay and Madras are far greater than tl-mt of
a:(sialrin.‘ If the Hon’ble Ministers of those provinees could work efficiently
- vVeon  reasonable dighity with Rs.750 as their salary, [ find no reason
why the'p}'(:st:nt Saadulld’Cabinet should not do so with the same amount of
3::‘:? W};;i'ch the'Congrcss-_(,‘onlitic‘m Guvm;mnvm drew in Assam when thr,\f
in‘thez Cl{ ce.” One more interesting fact is that there 15 a gulf of difference
e w;gry}'qu'lt‘hc Mjnlsters whose responsibility and dignity are in no way
that'thc.%’-{s ?&d t}lcrc. be so much difference in pay ? Am I to |_mf!<'mt:lnd
(it o ,on c-lrc':mler }vhn will draw 1{5.2_,()00 because he will discharge
1l uties’of ajl other Ministers and others will draw Rs.1,000 because they
gla:lgte:gt;t.? ff;gvz:nc}i?.] EXCh(‘.que{— 53 lhu? going to be drained off by the
and by the. 'a(; Ointr: n?et :?Ygl"ro‘”s"{" of 1)‘“!;“}‘!: salaries for the f\'h:u‘stcrs
Sé'crc'tary- g, t}ﬁ:‘ an’c}?lc I?' £ '(!Crct?l[;ll(]'.s, Iuhh.cny Officers and a {rl\’fllc
before, ~Tha publity o krer:nlcr. these things were not in - existence
and a‘good deal ofmz;neor can very well be done by one of the Ministers

» Ol moriey can be saved theéreby. There is a crying need

fof th'e'!purpoge caf}?hnelg:ssam ag,'ld «l'?n.c Scl'wol at Dibrugarh_ is not sufﬁci(.:nt
money in this y;ca'r’s o r;g;;r{):ss- oalition Goycrnrpcnt Pm",’.'wd, to provide
charge of the administrago l;‘t }(l)wmg i P ot i «Sa’adulla Fopk
t.er-in-chargc of Medicas o n of the province. _ I'he present Hon l?lc Minis~
as not however provided any sum for this purpose.

6'money has been 4 . ;
Aas . provided for any other ne r R O
nomic condition o Y W project to improve the eco

2 f the children of the sojl but for Ghee Industry. No
;‘:22:?;}1::3 9}-:§t<)}l'been provided for the supply of pure drinking water ile rural
i tgw : }?éxsands of people die cvery year when cholera epidemic break
T OF B, > attention of the H?l:l’blc Minijstcl.r of Excise that in settle-
schédulle eastas b b subdivision - of Habiganj, the rights of the
tHe' Goverame . c]\;e 1cen totally ignored by the local authority inspite of
caste people bt th.CP -+ Last year four shops were given to the schedule
. 1> Year only one shop has been settleq with them. Will

: . quire into the matter and remedy the injustice
is'biasy to further their o ave been able to understand is that the Ministry
ey . They did not care to look to the
been‘elected, so this year’s budget
The previous Minis-
orders have not yet b
ordered-for thé cancellati
in the Education Department. 1 do
behind all these things.  If these sta
denied of justice and they will lose
province. How long can a popular Government contj

: : nue i i
altogether-? The day of judgment may not be i e ::%?r?f:,gg the people
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The number of hon. members who
nave taken part in the discussion of the Budget, is not yet very large and

there is still sufficient time left. I think, hon. members will ‘endeavour to
utilise every minute of the time allotted to them.

Srijut BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : Mr,

The budget for the year 1940-41 as presented to the House by the Hon’ble
Premier scems to me very satisfactory, (Hear ! hear ? ). The Hon’ble Premier
has made ample provisions in the budget to meet the various needs of the
province according to the means of the province. The Congress-Coalition
Ministry in order to make their position more showy and prominent than
Sir Saadulla’s Ministry, made their provisions also in the last year’s budget
by imposing several taxes upon the rich as well as the poor. (Hear,
hear). Itis true that without funds nothing can be done. But the people
must do according to their means, otherwise they become bankrupt. We
find that the present Government do not want to tax the people as the last
Government did. (Hear, fl(‘(lr,—-laug/zter). The last Government never
consulted the labour members of the legislature and they ignored them and
treated them very unfairly, and so I lost faith in them. (Laughter). But I
am very glad to find that the present Hon’ble Premier cares for the
backward minority communities and the labourers and he and his
colleagues have made ample provisions for educating the masses. (Vorce
where, where ?) backwards communities, not excluding the labourers
(Voice : particularly) whose case is more important than other communities,
Now, I come to the Ministers’ salaries. The Ministers’ salary is not too
high considering their responsibilities and their dignity. It is a ludi-

crous thing to pay them less than other Government officials of the
province.

Speaker, Sir.

As regards the Parliamentary Secretaries,
Government provinces they need them and why should we grudge in the case
of Assam when the Hon’ble Premier has made provisions for them in the
budget. (Hear, hear). Following the principles of the Congress Provinces
the Hon’ble Premier has made the provisions in the budeet .

we find that in other Congress

for the p 1i

P . . S arlia-
mentary Secretaries. It 1s more needful here ip Assam, as it contains sq
many groups and sections of the people, and they must also be
represented in the Cabinet, and this is a way opening for them. Hegr
hear). s >

In conclusion I'say this only in ordey to remi
my constituency where the labourer

nd the Hon’ble Premier for
special attention to village roads

s ar((:a1 exli)stidrig In great number to give
and subsidised dispensaries. as they are
badly in need (;f the{ﬁm.. I also _ask .the Hon’ble Minister‘;n-charge of
Revenue to see t qt suilicient land ig given to the ex-garden labourers who
are settling down in Assam when th

. n ey do not find an use to return to their
country. I give credit to the Hon’ble P Y

remier for making so nice a budget
(hear, hear) for 1940-41. I have nothing more to say, and so, I ‘resume

my seat. ([Hear, hear).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Anyone of the hon. membeérs from
this side of the House is willing to speak ?
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The Hon

’ble the SPEAKER :
time.

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: There is no speaker after me, and
came to speak on that consideration only, Sir. May I go on ?

e Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1| cannot say.  There may be some
more speakers and so the hon. member will finish soon. It scems that
hon. members are not ytilis:

: utilizing the time of the House to-day. They may
very well realise that .

on the next two days there will be numerous specakers
and I shall not be able to accommodate all of them.

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN : Please allow me 10 minutes, Sir.
The Hon’bie the SPEAKER: I cannot allow you 10 minutes but
I allow you twe minutes,

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN : w3
=M S13 fogaw ozey Q% faarea =ey fae
AMEB speechrs ATt wfacg =4
(AT Trgas facg foy
cfeatacs long term loan
debts =ig V2 F21 F37 (5

The hon. member has exceeded his

.
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SIF WNF wfee Bam Az | o faarea
Cafe wfaaa cwim Y T g @
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T3 sm 4fa St wasy RT3, Faa FoMare [7y CHBE WFRCS NI O
¢aeg 3= B 8513 BT A A% encroach sfewy sfarg =g o 27
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Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : May I speak from my seat, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes,

I may inform the hon. members that the w

to-day leads me to think that on the next two days I may not be able to
accommodate every one of the speakers who have put down their names for
those two days, because I quite perceive that there may be great competition
on those days amongst members to speak and I do not know whether every
one of the members who may want to speak will get a chance. The Con-
gress Party has put down 10 members for the 26th and 9 for 27th and I have
got a list of 15 members from the Assam United Party and there are also
other members who have individually informed me that they will speak.
Having regard to the number of members who want to speak on those days
I am afraid, I may not be able to accommodate them all.

the hon. member may speak. But
ay in which we are proceeding

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA: i3y wretoife oledal, sReq 6uix
AT AP @R ABIE @Bt atsRafow i o =fefis ofag | sre
AeAfea T @Bl AfFwd @ @ s xR 3ratre [" O wF ©iR
ASR I8t <arq edaw | @3 sfpweg T Aifafyfos g ST =g
9233 F1Aeel 4 Jico 8 wearsa sfRage T ¢T3 TR FIT By
@A AT I T I I 1, v I @R @ [ [
S AATITT TS S fox ey 7y 1 Tl codfeare fua
2% 12, (T TS AT wghe MANLE EIR e ——— ol fycatara
wFS YYS AT AT et sy o TRT R wgdy eifaem g
S | TG WREMCT St @y sy NI Iy Atatsrane el
femta e A4St 2ten | iy e WA @A AEs @tfr o fy
AR AT CTIANT A4S S qgm wrpaif 4 SBIHT @rsid frg s@ [T |
AR AT WS 7 431 93 qwws qag Staifd w3 wuatarsifEs e
2 7@t ¢33 GiF et aiews U fwwsat w0d | e @ ooes
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Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Sir,
Monday. As it seems it will not be possihl
I want to finish up my speech to-day.

I was to have spoken on
¢ to find much time on Monday,

Mr. Speaker, Sir, uninitiated as I am as yet into t 1
juggleries of budget ﬁgug‘eg, it looks a little auchious onh(:n;n }I;Szistrletsha?:m%
should at the very first sitting that I haye come to attend, dare stand up to
criticise the budget placed before the House by the wizard opf a
Financier of Sir Muhammad Saadulla’s standing.  But Sir, I claim to
bring with me an experience of 20 years field service. Duliing this last
20 years as an _humble servant of the

b 9 € nation I have tried to mix with the
masses-—both Mu lammadans and Hindus—and 1 have tried to understand
how they are passing their days, what improvements political, economic

or intellectual, are made in their lives by the Governments that be from
time to time. And 1nc1dentally, Sir, I may remind the House that except
for a few years, Sir Muhammad Saadulla has been connected with the
administration of Assam—for the last 20 years as a Minister, Executive
Councillor, Chief Minister and last but not the least as the Prime
Minister of the present Government, During these 20 years, Sir Muhame
mad on his own pronouncement has fathered as many as seven budgets
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for this province. Sir, these last twenty years have taken away fro

the rural arcas whatever little drinking water the people could éva.r.f-‘m
their Vi]lagcs. Nobody-—-landlord, monevlender or middie class families
care any longer to have new tanks or reclaim the old ones in their '\'i“w.jf.‘\.
Local Boards have left their old tanks unreclaimed for long and they can take
up very few new projects for want of funds and the latest position is that due
to the rise in prices of materials owing to the European war, Local l‘;n.”'l‘lﬁ
have got to curtail their new projects now. Sir, to-day it is a horrible
condition that the people in the villages are living under. Those of us here
who are also Local Board Members will bear me out how cimbarrassed
they become when they happen to go to the countryside by innumerable
demands for tubewells and tanks from the villagers, 1 may request the
Hon’ble Ministers to know from the officers under them who have to tour in
‘""?ges in connection with their official work what a hopeless
position it is with the villagers to-day so far as water-supply is con-
cerned, ’

Sir, the Government recognises that supply of water is connected with
public ‘health very vitally. There is a provision of Rs. 1 lakh for water-
supply under the Public Health Department Budget. But this one lakh is
not even a drop where almost an ocean is x'(:qt,xircr}l, The Government has
t&zgf;ieﬁih;;;irlfpﬁcs’fm' I’llhlig Health and Mecdical Departments. _If

: 1t was malaria, cholera, Kalazar and small-pox which
themselves in tilc Count.u.)(ffl.'cué)_ms'and Leprosy ‘h:wt: firmly established
prevented by making : o o @ Bood deal of this could have been

g arrangements for pure water supply in villages. Much

of the medical and ubli ‘ 1 .
» ¢ health ex endit 2 C ave =C AUr "
if we had cared to p 1 I iture could have been curtailed

] supply pure water to the countryside. Sir, the receipt

- : : 0 side.  Sir, s receif

isde of the Excise Department shows how stcadily the revenue under liquor
growing from year to year and the Assam G

i overnment is enriching itself
wit i g
plaxl;‘?em afny scrupple on this immoral money. We are told that the
} rs of Assam are co-operating with the Government in checking  the

illicit manufactur ’ :
ture of Pac/zwaz and that complete : g
lete a rang o 2 . >
made for su ‘ “ I r gements have been

supplying  Government liquor to the people through licensed

rirggfili‘. Sir, the Government is so careful to see that people get good quali-

b quor and as for the supply of, pure water let the people go to dogs,
Ak REems to be the policy of the Government,

° Dext important point that 1 wish to take up is that the Govern-

as neglected for too lon tt t at 1 i tl
agricultura ) g _any attempt at increasing the
2gricultural produce of the Province. To make matters short I may

tion, Bgrma_, which is in no ice and paddy cvery year for its own consump-
rice an d
its own ré’;ui?zrx(’:(:‘tth A ores of rupees every year after meeting
Departrent of B S. And for producing this huge wealth the Agricultural
Ofl'l?l b hiis ,ulzima distributes amongst the cultivators 250,000 maunds
h'as't;g i?s 22Y S€eds every year. Our Agricultural Department of Assam
7 Y . years of work. been able to supply 3,000 maunds of paddy
Zee annually to our cultivators. There is no wonder Sir, that we
Pf:\?inz:(:as ‘Aport rice and paddy every year from Burma and from other-

Sir, our sister provinces United Provinces and Bihar have during the
past 9 years developed the sugar industry almost overnight to an extent
which enables these two provinces to export sugar worth more than ten
crores of rupees every year. Sir, we know how the Governments of those
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l”"’\":“ es are giving encouragement to the cultivators as well as to the
R I sorts of lesislation and anv other help that may be neces-
sy, We are told our Jorhat Experimental Farm has fouad out a quality
of sugarcane which can compste with any  that the other provinces have
produced ; but, Sir, between the Research offizars and the fisld s:aff of the
Agriculture Departimnent in this province they have made a complete agree-
ment not to help cach other and so the poor cultivator is left where he was
twenty-two years back, notwithstanding lakhs of runess havinz beea squan-
dered away in the name of the agricultural work during this period. Sir,
there is a small thing like ‘Pan’—betel leaves—which used to grow in the
plains of Surma Valley plentifully even ten years back.  After meeting the
local demands our people used to export betel leaves to Bengal districts to
the extent of not less than two an1 a half or three lakhs of rupsees cvery year.
Now, it has come to pass that instead of exporting anything we have to
import large quaatitics from Khasi Hills for our local consumption and all
this money is gome torever. - And when  the Agriculture Department  was
approached for remedy they said “* Well give us money and then we shall
sce what is the remedy for the disease for which ‘Pan’ is not growing as
plentifully as before.”  Sir, after twenty-two yvears of the existence of the
Agricultural Department we are told they do not know what this disease is
nor what may be the remedy.  Sir, in India, in our own mother country
there is such a body as the Indian Central Cotton Committee. It mayv be
news to many but there 1s such a body as the Indian Central Cotton Com-
mittee in our own couutry. Its headquarters are in Bombay. The Govern-
ment of India realises a cess on all cotton produced within the country as
well as imported from outside and hands  over the whole amount to the
Cientral Cotton Committee for the purposes of improving the quality of the
cotton produced in the country as well as for improving the quantity of
the produce. Under this Central Cotton Committee research work is
going on in several centres for improving the quality and quantity ol cotton.
‘T’his Committee gets 1 crore and 32 lakhs of rupees annually from cotton
cess and they arce spending this whole amount for improving the quality
and quantity of cotton in the provinces of Madras, Bihar, Bombay, Sind,
Central Province, United Provinces and the Punjab, but not a single pice
is spent in Assam. And this Central Cotton Committes gets its cess also,
I suppose, from the cotton grown wild in Assam-—in the Garo Hills, Lushai
Hills and North Cachar Hills and we can very legitimately claim a share
of it.  But thanks to our Agriculture ])epurtmcnt~lln'y have
consult this Committee or seck their help for res
qunlit‘y Z‘Ll(ld quantity ol cotton grown in Assam.
§u‘, Sir John ‘Rllbﬁcl:l}hf‘ 1}839‘}““"@ expert, who was employed by
the Government of I‘m-l:ll' o1 .?L-u ving the agricultural conditions of the
Indian provinces, af_tciy 25 tnuT in Assam _remarked that Assam soil, parti-
cularly th? l?‘f‘q?%i‘?f"‘“byi""“» are very suitable for cinchona cultivation and
Sir John Russe 1L\ en n L.i)[ up to remark that a time may soon come when
the whole of Inc . ook upto Assam for the supply of its quinine
recuirements.  Sir, 1 India we have to lmport quinine worth more than
a crore of rupecs and our mance Minister has provided for 36 thousand
rupeces lor ])lll‘ChfLSU‘f%' quinine through the Government of India, this, owing
to the unnatural conditions that have arisen due to war. May I tell him, Sirg
that the Government of Bengal has tried cinchona cultivation in the Darjeelin,
Hills and it has been found to be a profitable concern. An | though, Sir,
John Russel said many years back that Assam soil is very suitable for
cinchona cultivation, our Agricultural Department did not see their way to
try it—muot a pound ol cinchona can be found to be grown in Assam. Sif,

Vi
in:dustrialists by a

‘ never cared to
carch or for mproving the
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these are a few suggestions [ ofier to our Acricultural  Mimster for his
serious consideration and he may find them, if he will care to go through
them, not so fantastic as they appear at the first sight.

Sir, according to the T'ca Industry reports and Land Revenue Departe
ment reports I find that in Assam the arca under tea gardens is 106 lakhs
and odd acres, and of this only 4 lakhs and odd acres arc :;:gtﬁrf:' actual tea ‘
cultivation. The Director of Agriculture savs in his report that it is 26 per
cent. Sir, let us add another 24 per cent. to it for cooly lines, | .ufﬁ!.i‘.' ficlds and

=
other things and even that makes it only 50 per cent. and the other 50 per !
cent. 18 lying unutilised for all these years. Sir, there is an insistent !!!‘Ell.‘..l'l(l
from some quarters for (!r;i;;;_'. away with the Line System. I submit, Sir,

bere is a Line System as old as the tea industry itself and if we can make the
tea industry grow cotton or cinchona in thec cight lakhs of acres of !.'”""
Assam can have a huge wealth.  Sir, I beg to request the H n'ble Mimster,
Agriculture, to consult the Tea Planters—Indian and European on this
matter. If the planters will not agree to take up the suggestion, Sir, 1 sub-
mit—we shall have every right, "}'ll’”"-"" legislation to conhiscate all those
lands that are lying unutilised and bring them under cultivation —sugar-
cane, cotton or cinchona whatever it may be. Sir, I appeal to the Hon'ble
Mmfster with all the ezrnestness that I can command to give his serious
cor}sx.dcration over the matter. Sir, I appecal to the Hon’ble A icultural
Minister to rise up to the occasion and be the real Adam--who delved in
the dayg of yore for the benefit of his progeny. I appeal to him to sce how
he can improve the quality and quantity of the agricultural produce of the
province.
D Sir, therc are about ten lakhs of labourers in the tea gardens in  Assam
th‘lér:zg é};;:d(;f;f;:casg.n most of them haye nothing to do (weices: No, No) in
three days Ol_ll‘ .i : il', Dl.lrlllzg the off .‘(‘:’lS()n”lh(_'y are cmployed for two or
e o it ¥ n t ic week. I §u})rmt,. Sir, they can be very profitably
¢mployed il our Hon’ble Lady Minister in charge of Industry will study the ]
tc}fpnO{mcs of Charka and make arrangements for introducing that little
Oclcrlllgpzllrtli(t)}rjlcatrfg _g;:flr}]df:ns_. Lik(:.that of Mother Eve spinning in her natural
Tkhs of 1t she will take it up again she will have the blessings of ten !
s ol tca garden labourers,
Mlmss:?r {)?Il)gcelal tto tl}lg Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture and the Hon’ble
RAnfally and ‘:s ry, between them to, let them play the Adam and Iive
10 143, 813" lave O?Tlan]ftillly so that this province of Assam may soon go back
The Hozyx;bl tfl?:t » wealth and glory. . .
speak 7 (4fter ae e S?EAKER: Any.othcr hon. member is _wnll!ng to
speak, pause.) Then I may take it that no hon, member is going to

wordhnggizvtlhABI_g)UR RAHMA.N: Mr. Speaker, Sir. May I submit a
to take part incth C:JUSC ?  Certain names of the members who are willing
ok apgkar the ¢ debate have been submitted. Of course my name does

re.  Now T find, that there is still time and when no hon.

member is willing to s : , _ :
S ﬁm Hoi‘ucs?élf, I think, I may be permitted to say a few

_ The Hon’ble the
time and nobody was co
allowed to speak.

, Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: M. Speaker, Sir. I have no inten-
tion to take part in the deliberation this time because there is nothing new
to me and there is no fancy that I should take part in the budget becausc
I have grown old enough and I have got the expericnce of the last three
years. ‘Thisis the third year that wc have been presented with a Lucget. w!

SPEAKER: Of course there is yet ten minutes’
ming forward to speak. The hon. member may be

——— s

e
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I know what is a budget, how it is prepared and how it is to be cnu(:.lscd.
The theatrical speecn which my friend Mr. Nirendra Nat!l Deb" has
made before the House is, I think, a very valuable one and his speech has
excited me te take my stand. It is really very much pleasing to me that Mr.
Nirendra Nath Deb is a man ol my co-villace and heis also my old
class friend (leughter) but fortunately or unfortunately I cannot say, my
hon. friend belongs to one group of the House while I belong to anot.hcr
group, and this will facilitate the task so far as we are concerncd with,
the divergence of political ideas of this House. Sir, let me tell him that the
theoretical ideas about which he has spoken before the House are not
always practicable.  One thing he has spoken before the House is that the
tea areas which are now under actual cultivation are lying waste. This is
not a fact. Thongh he is a co-villager of mine, he does not generally reside
at home and so he has not got personal experience. Several gardens are
situated within a radius of 10 to 12 miles from our village and so I have
got an idea and personal knowledge that the areas which are not under actual
cultivation are producing much useful produce. Again I may tell him that
arcas which have once been settled with the Tea-garden Managers cannot
be taken back from them. Then, Sir, my hon. friend bas spoken about the
condition of Bihar and other provinces and [ would tell him that it would
be a glorious duty on his part if he can come forward with practical ideas
in the near future. Of course, he is a new comer to this House for this
session and so I cannot blame him for this. There is ample time to see
what he can do. First when I entered the House, I also criticised the
Government in this way., Now I as a party member of the Government
have witnessed the responsibility of the Ministers. It is very easy to criticise
a thing but when we take the responsibility ourselves, we see how difficult
it is to put that into practice. Well, Sir, last year when the Opposition
party came into power, they had to urdergo also the same difficulties and
we had the opportunity to criticise them like anything. It is most unfor-
tunate that we shall never realise this difficulty’ and w= will never admit
the truth. -~ We shall never appreciate the beneficial things done by the
sovernment. I think, Sir, at least for the sake of humanity we must admit
when a good thing is done by the Government. When we find that
Government have done something wrong or against the gencral interest of
the poor masses, then we should criticise them but unlcss we give them
support or unless we appreciate the good work which they do for the benefit
of poor masses, I don’t know how they are to proceed cn. Sir, I have
nothing more to spcak on the general discussion of the budget but I can
simply refer my hon. friends who have spoken so loudly again:t the Budget

in the way of criticising, to the articles which Just have been published in the
papers regarding this year’s Budget.  (Loud laughter.)

e a % , Adjournment

The Assembly was  then adjourned till 1

Sl o il 11 a.m. on Monday, the 26th
SHILLONG : ]} A. K. BARUA,

The 215t March 1910, j Secrelary Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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