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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

. X TS ; . y
(to which oral answers were given)

Karimganj Government High School
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

*#116. Will Government be pleased to state—

i P Is for reconstructio
the wve received proposa _
S ; ht(ljlyc}ig:rimnanj Government High School by
o : < g
about two years ago ? -
(b) If they are aware of the inconvenienceg

and d
pupils on account of the holding of the schoo
parts ?

n of the houses
rmt down by fire

ifficulties of the

I now into two
(¢) Whether they have received an

.any proposal for disposing of a plot
of land lying to the east of the Moslem hos
school ?

tel attached to the
(d) If so, do Government propose to ta

ke any action this ye
building the said houses ?

ar for
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR

CHAUDHURY replied :
116.(a)—Yes, from the Director of Publje
(b)—Yes.

(¢)—A suggestion has been received but

no deﬁnite offer
(d)—The matter is under consideration

Instruction,

Barlikha Sub-Registry Office
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :
*117. Will Government be pleased to state__

resent experimenta] Period of
(a) V\ﬁ::egilslf:ytg%age will expire on the 30th J the

Barlikha Sub-
ulle, 1941 ?
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(6) What is the miniroum number of documents and other opera-
tions to be registered in an office of a Sub-Registrar to make
out a case for its permancncy ? '

(¢) The number of documents and other operations registered in the
Barlikha Sub-Registry office during the said (-xj)él‘ilnlcx1tul
period ? ’

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

117. (a)—The reply is in the affirmative.

(b)—Usually Government consider the registration of a minimum
number of 2,000 documents during the course of a calendar year to be the
standard deserving consideration for the opening of a tl«:p;'u'tmcnlall Sub-
Registry office and a casc for making permanent an office opened as an
experimental measurc may be made out when it satisfies the above condi-
tion and also pays its way. .

¢)—The present experimental period has not yet expired. Seven
hundred and ten documents were registered from lst July 1940 to 31st Dec-
ember 1940. '

Sub-Registrars of the Province

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :
#118. Will Government be pleased to state—
2) The total number of Sub-Registrars in the Province ?
(5) How many of them are from the Surma Valley ? (To be
shown district by district and the community to which they

belong.)

‘Fhe Hon’blé Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :
__37 including 4 commissioned Sub-Registrars. .
i (?7) ion of salaried and commissioned Sub-Regis-

)—-—Thc distributi .
trars is as shown in the statement laid on the table.

to starred question No.118(b) asked by Maulavi

db fo in re[)ly :
Statement referre Muhammad Amjad Al

Statement showing the distribuiion of salaried and commissioned

Sub-Registrars
Salaried :—
Community Number District
Muslim ‘15 11 from Sylhet, 4 from Cachar.
Surma Valley Hindus 12 11 from Sylhet, 1 from Cachar.
Scheduled caste... 1 Sylhet.
Total o I 28
Commissioned :—
Muslim sae 2 Sylhet.
Surma Valley Hindu 1 Sylhet.
Scheduled caste ... 1 Cachar.
Total 4
Grand total ... 32

There are also two Special Sub-Registrars from Sylhet, one a Muslim
and the other a Surma Valley Hindu. .

°
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALXI: Will it be possib]e_ for the
Hon’ble Minister to give us the number of Sllb-P\cgistrars as given in the
statement referred to in question No. 118(4) in case of Assam -Valley
subsequently ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Does the hon. member wish
that Assam Valley should be separately shown ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Yes.

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I shall collect the figures and
give these to the hon. member.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I shall be very much
obliged if the Hon’ble Minister gives these in the adjourned session.

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : I shall comply.
Establishment of Paper Industry

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

4119. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that tons of bamboos .are
being exported from Assam for paper pulp for mills outside
the province ?

(b) If so, what benefit Government is de
export ?

(¢) “Whether Government have any scheme for encouracine the
establishment of paper industry and training of ex-bpe?tsi
the line in Assam for the utilisation of this natural wealth r}
the province ? itha

riving from this huge

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

119. (@)—As far as is known, a small quantity of bamp :
from Sylhet and Cachar to Titaga’rh for manufacture of Igaggi ;SH‘EXPOI‘tcd
ulp. Paper
S (b)—Government gets a royalty.
(¢)—No.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:
ister enquired of the large quantity of b
the Assam Valley also—I mean, from

Has the :
amboo that ig being ex

Kamrup and Goalpara » Ported -_erm
The Hon’ble-Miss MAVIS DUNN: Id t
1ity, but a:good deal is being exported. onot knowlthe €Xact quan-

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI
please enquire whether a lar
Railway to Calcutta ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS. DUNN: Very wol].
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: With re
‘No. 119(c), the:answer is ‘no’. May I :know the reason\%iﬂ'd to “question
industry—why Government should not. take it up ? L b.@lng»a useful
‘The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Th
.to a cut motion the other.day explained the P
regard to this industry:and the matter was dis

-Will the >
ge quantity  is exported byt Hon ble ~"Min¢i~ster

he, Easterp engal

e Hon’b] 5 oade)
olicy ofe Pr €mier in reply

cussed at lengto v.ernmem, Wwith
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: With regard to this parti-
cular mdustry the p(;[icy has not been very clearly laid down.

me Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I can only say that if there is
any capitalist who is going to start the industry, Government is going to give
him every facility.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I expect the Hon’ble
Premier to reply ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I can reply for the Ministry. My friend’s question is ‘whether Government
have any scheme for encouraging the establishment of paper industry and
training of experts in the-ine in Assam for the utilisation of the natural
wealth of the Province’. The reply is ‘no’.  In reply to a supplementary
question, my Hon’ble Colleague said that the policy was discussed at length
by me during a cut motion on the Industries Department. My friend is not
satisfied with the reply. I shall elucidate further.

Now if by his question it is implied 'lh.:tt (;u\:«'rnxncnt.3:11()uld start paper
industry in the province, the reply 18 definitely ‘No’, but if my hon. friend’s
question is with the intention of eliciting information u:lu,:tlu:r (h,)vcrn{uent
is prepared to encourage the establishment of a paper industry by private
venture, then the reply is as my Hon’ble Colleague has _zllrcudy given that
Government will grant facilities to the capitalists who will come to exploit
the raw materials that will be found in Assam.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : Sir, an illustr:l‘tion will
make it clear. My purpose of this question 1s for the training of e)_(pcrts.
With regard to soaps, Government 18 training some experts fo%* making soaps
and as regards bamboos the training of some experts by Government in
order to establish paper industry 1n the province at a later stage mlght be
possible. That is mry question, Sir. I want to know whether Government
is willing to train some experts in paper industry. )

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Two students were given
stipends to get training in thc paper industry in 1939, but they have not
been able to make any use of their technical knowledge as they have not

started any paper industry of their own.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
If my hon. friend wants that the manufacturc of paper should be taken as
cottage industry, in that case I should say that Government have already
trained some pupil. My Hon’ble Colleaguc replied just now that two students
were given stipends to learn paper making from waste paper, rag ctc. but 3
they have not been able to utilise their tec}_lmcal knowledge in starting any
such cottage industry in the province, but if my hon. frienc.l wants that we
should train experts at Government ¢xXpense outside India in order to start
capitalized mill industry here, then the reply is that Government have not s
yet taken up that matter in hand as it is impossible now to send any stipen-
diary to an outside place where such training can be had on account of the
international situation.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will it be necessary to
send a man outside India ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The Director of Industries has reported that as far as is known facilities for
training of experts do not exist in any province in India. Recently inquiries ‘
were made of Bombay and Bengal in this behalfas a result of which it b
transpires that paper mills are not quite willing to afford facilities. ;
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Officers of Class III of Assam Education Service
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*120. Is it a fact that many Assistant Lecturers are more qualified
than many persons employed in Class II of the Assam Education Service ?

*¥121. Isit a fact that in no othc'r province in India, the pay of College
Professors is so low as it is in Assam in the case of Assistant Lecturers ?

#122. Do Government propose to take early steps to change the pPresent
scale of pay of the said Assistant Lecturers ?

*123. Will Government be pleased to state— .

(a) When Class III of the Assam Education
duced ?

(b) The names of the employees of that class
tion ?

(¢) The names of the employees in Class IT and Class T
Assam Education Service with qualifications sj
the present Government came to office ?

*124. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleaseq 5
state whether he has received a memorial from the Assistant Lecturers of
the two Government Colleges praying for a revision of thejr present scale
of pay ? ]

*125. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What principle they have followed in fix;
of the said Assistant Lecturers ?

(b) Whether Government considered the scales of
in other provinces for similar posts ?

Service was Intro-
after its introduc-

IT of the
nce after

ng the scales

of pay

pay Obtaining

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] repliad .

120.—Some of the Assistant Lecturers have higher
tions than the Lecturers.
121.—No.
122.—The suggestion will be considered.
123. (a)—From Ist July 1940,
(6) and (¢)—The particulars are
on the table.

Statement referred fo in reply to starred question No.123
Myr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. ! () ana (©)  askeq by

academic Qualifica.

o1 1 <
1 1

NAMES OF EMPLOYEES OF CLASS III OF THE
TION SERVICE ASSAM EDuCa.

123. (b)—1. Srijut Dandeswar Gogoi, M.A., Class II.
. Dr. Emran Hussain Choudhury, D.sc., Berlip

. . niv .
Srijut Dharmananda Das, M.A., Class IT, ersity

w b

4. Srijut Aswini Kumar Barkakoti, M.A., Clagg II
5. Dr. Debabrata Chattetjee, M.sc,, (lag '
resigned). * L Ph.p,

Dr. (Mrs.) Kamala Roy, D.sc.
Srijut Chandra Kanta Das, m.sc., Class 17,
- Srijut Ghanakanta Sarma, m.a., Class T,

[==IE B<
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9. Srijut Rohini Kanta Barua, s.sc., Glass I1.
10. Srijut Karunananda Dutta, s.a., Class I.
11. Maulavi Md. Raihanshah, ».a., Class II1.
12. Srijut Kanak Lal Das, ».a., Class IT.

13. Mr. Satijiban Das, B.A. (Hons., London.)
14. Maulavi Md. Ishaque Ali, m.a., Class
15. Srijut Upendra Chandra Lekharu, sm.a., Class II.

ing.)
16. Babu Himangshu Lal Sarkar, s.sc., Class II. (Offliciating.)

(Officiating.)
(OHiciat-

17. Maulavi Lutful Haque Choudhury, s.a.; Class II. (Officiat-
ing.)

18. Maulavi Abdul Quddus Khan, s.sc., Class I. (Officiating.)

19. Babu Ashutosh Biswas, s.a., Class I. (Officiating.)

20. Srijut Bansiram Das, m.sc., Class IT. (Officiating.)

21. Srijut Phanidhar Dutta, M.4A., Class IT. (Officiating.)

22. Srijut Bipin Kumar Borgohain, m.a., Class I1I. (Officiating.)

123. (¢)—OFFICERS IN CLASS II OF ASSAM EDUTATION
SERVICE

Maulavi Md. Golam Yahia Choudhury, m.A., Class II.
Srijut Madhab Chandra Das, m.a., Class 1.

Maulavi Md. Abdul Hye, m.a., Class I.

Srijut Harish Chandra Goswami, M.sc., Class II.

. Maulavi Md. Ekhlas, m.sc., Class 1.

.“Srijut Gopal Chandra Sarma Barua, m.a., Class.I.

. Srijut Joy Krishna Misra, M.A., Class I.
. Maulavi Abu Sayied Mahmud, M.A., Class III.

P S G, T S S

_ As regards etails in respect of officers in Clglss III of the Assam Edu-
cation Service, the hon. member’s attention .is invited :to the:reply to
question (5).

124.—Yes,

7 ), 125. (a)—Government - were guided by the pay given to Tutors and
-Demonstrators Wwhoswere absorbed :as Assistant ' Liecturers in-Class III and
by the responsibilities they were to discharge in comparison with those of
the officers holding superior posts in.the service.

(6)—No,
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)
Maya Mahal Cinema House at Dhubrj
Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV asked :

184. Will Government be pleased to state——

(a) The conditions for giving licence for a Cinema House ?

-

93

(b) Why no permanent licence is given to the Proprietor of Maya

Mahal Cinema House at Dhubri ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the licence for the said Cinem
is renewed for short periods only ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the house has no qualification

receiving such licence ?

a Hoyge

for

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the building of the Cinema Hoy
Se 1s

not strong enough ?

(/') Whether it is a fact that the Executive Engineer

Assam Division, suggested to the proprietor of the \V_estern

House to improve the building by mserting jrop pl
a

dnexna

the walls round the house ? tes gpn
(¢) Whether it is a fact that the .said suggestion is not acteq
by the proprietor of the Cinema Houge ? €d upop

() Whether it is a fact that there are man cra
rendering the building unsafe for hol(?lring :f:ZWs 3

() Whether it is a fact that the Municipality of Dhubys;
ri

in the builgin,,
S

against giving licence to the Proprietor of the saidprcog.tested

House ?

(J) Whether it is a fact that there is neither any ur;
1

nemg

latrine attached to the said building for mnales pnal nor any

(k) Whethqr it is a fact that some Persons were

Municipal bye-laws for committing nuiSanarrested unde,
street for want of urinal attached  tq €¢ on bl;
House ? the Said qu lic

. Nema

(1) Whether it is a fact that there are not suffiej
fans in the portion of the auditori

t
um reserVed fonun’lber of

that house ? T ladjeg in

(m) Whether it is a fact that the house is not yet

the cinema shows are being held in the h0u:§ r?p lete ang still
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].'Id'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

.184- (az—Thcsc are laid down in the Assam Cinematograph Rules,

published with Notification No.1479-G. J., dated the 5th April 1935.

(b)—The conditions of the rules have not been fully satisfied.

(c)—Yes.

(d)—It cannot be licensed until the conditions have been satisfied.

(e), (f), (g) & (h)—It appears that the Executive Engineer has
advised certain action, and his opinion on the safety of the building is pend-
ing further investigation and action on his recommendations.

(i)—No.
(7 )—Yes.
(k)—No.

l)—~The point is not quite clear. The Act and rules regulate
ventilation, but do not cover the question of mere comfort. In the opinion of
the present Deputy Commissioner there should be more fans.

(m)—Yes. The Deputy ()ormnissir)x.u:r reports that t.hc building
cannot be called complete and he does not rzu.nsl(l(:r that exhibitions should
be allowed under the rules governing exhibitions under temporary licence.

Communal representation in the Agriculture Department

Babu BALARAM SIRCAR asked :

&

185. Will Government be pleased to statc—

(a) The number of officers such as Clerks, Dcmonstrators and Ins-
pectors belonging to Sylhet and Cachar districts serving in the
Agriculture Department ? | . l

b) The pc tage held by the Scheduled Castes people 1n that

@ D:pgiiﬁzna}c&?n the c)iistricts of Sylhet and Cachar ? (To be
shown separately.) -

(¢) Whether the Scheduled Castes are fully represented in that

Department ?
186. (a) Are Government aware that some Scheduled Castes candidates

applied this year for the posts of Demonstrators in the Agriculture Depart-
ment ?

(8) If so, why were they refused ?
The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA replied :

185. (a)—_The information is furnished below :—

Sylhet District Cachar District

Clerks ... v P 17 1
Demonstrators e . oes 27 4
Inspectors et 11 1
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ONS (95
QUESTIONS
>ans © percentage of >OStS
(b)—The hon. member presumably means the I g )

actually held and the reply is:— o

1. Clerks 3 per cent,

2. Demonstrators |

3. Inspectors

9 Per cent,
. ar as cate b4 QIJO\:(\
1s in t gative so far a > |
The reply is in the neg “gory are recruited o | 250
(6)—1“13\2 é)ﬂ'iccrq in the third category a;gl,“rli)(t e m:’\‘\_e‘l_, Pl“)\ e
e ; S = 6 k; o CIS  C¢ S answ -
are cont.:m»llﬂ(( uestion In respect of th(‘;& oﬂx(‘:vltim oy
Cl?l s t 1Cthl(* actual representation in these
reterence to the ac

4 with
No scheduled caste candidates apptllcd this year for the Postg
—INO - v ‘nt.
9. ((Zl)"ltors in the Agriculture Departmen
of Demonstra

(6)—Does not arise.

gories 1 ang o

disposed of by the Sunamganj Debt COHCIhatlon Bo
Cases

ard
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

2 ¢ number of
Will Government be pleased to Slt"}th:illllltlil]gilllj. Debf
; LaT, 99 f the money lcndc_rs by the ;ill e
o mdfal‘"’our (zhe date of its establishment up
Board, ifrom

T

aseg disposed
Conciliation
he Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi R
T e

replied :

87.-—Up to the end of December 1940, the 1
187, -

‘egistere el
ilable, 1,447 cases had been registered b
are available, 1,

atest date fo,, Whie
ore the § ne

ch
S LII‘QS
'111]0"~u S
1Ismisse S9N N

e rd.  Of these 40 had been dls.rfnslled lél}dm Sectign N}'bt

M Bogecﬁon 14.  The remainder were a PCS g ang No “Rly

et lcllnf(;lc;ction 12(1) had up till then been executeq | See
ments unde

Death of a Constable op the Keane Bl‘ldge,
ea

d t 3 S X 2
: (tted i i 1 s‘ on tlle Sul‘ma BI ldge S
gl

at S
y]l]et
tate—_
(6) If so, will Government be pl.‘az.lseiil to :S: e
(z) The name of the aforesaid dece

(77) The date on which he committed
(c) Isit a fact that he left a letter

d perSOn ?
Suicide 2
efore he
b Weng to
. )
suicide }

(d) Isit a fact that he was suffering from cont

inyg S il
. neg
et hlmse]f s : s
() Isita fact that he could not ge deltted :
e A ‘
i 51 Sylhet ¢ _ '
Police Hosmt)alb yGovernment propose to enquire and fing out 4
(f) Do C ;
his committing suicide ?

O
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].'I;Ihe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

L 188. ’(a*)-»m-;'\’u, but a Constable ol the Armed Branch, Sylhet Police,
died; having fallen on the high tension wires on the Keane Bridge, Sylhet.
(b) (i)—Khenon Ram Kachari.
(it)—16th December 1940 was the day ol his death.

(¢)—No.
§d)-“=-xN0.
¢)—No.

(f)—Does not arise.

Affairs of the Mahaprabhu Bari at Dhakadakshin

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

that there are litigations amongst the
Dhakadakshin and that the temple
inconveniences to the

189. (a) Are Government awarc
Sebaits of the Mahaprabhu Bari at _
affairs there are being inefficiently managed causing
public ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to take up tne management of
the affairs of the said Mahaprabhu Bari at Dhakadakshin and appoint a
committee for the purpose ?

(¢) Are Government aware that occasional Melas are held at
Dhakadakshin, where thousands of people assemble ?

(d) Ifso, do Government Pproposc to make arrangements for
drinking water and for other sanitary mecasures for prevention of diseases
amongst pilgrims and other persons who attend such Melas ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

189. (a) —Government have no information about such Jitigation.
(b)—No such proposal has so far been submitted to Government.

(¢)—Yes.

(d)—The suggestion will be conveyed to the authorities concerned.

Leprosy cases in Assam Valley !

Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI asked :

Vau:go' (@) Are Government aware that Leprosy cases in the Assam
Y» particularly in the Sibsagar district, are gradually increasing ?

this diseasg))';’ it A action Government propose to take to combat
191. Do Government propose to start Leprosy colonies and segregate

the lepers to such » . :
. = places or dispensaries wherein they c¢ e trea
Civen sulhitient felier 7 P y can be treated and L

A

AR b
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The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY
replied : .

190. (a)—A statement of the number of leprosy cases treated ip
districts of the Assam Valley for the last three years is given
aumber treated during that time does not show any

1 the
; below. The
appreciable increase

Districts 1938 1939

1940

e Medl.  P.H. Medl.  P.H. Meql P.IL
Lakhimpur .. 46 70 56
Kamrup - 931 310 473 161 559 195
Nowgong - 41230 34 155 43 e
Darrangss: - 220 145 240 142 201 g,
Sibsagar ... 163 12 195 7 175 6
Goalpara ... 309 77 388 56 348 46
Garo Hills e LB2 128 124

- \\‘

j—In June 1940, a Special Leprosy Offi z .
training at(béhingl{put, Madras, gl the (Iialgnos}is arlgeiggﬂiigggog}ted after

-eatment for the purpose of tackling leprosy problem in Assam lePTOSy
trea 191.—Recently Rai Sahib Dr. I. Santra, Propaganda Officer ..
Empire Leprosy Research Association made a tour in Assam With thé SBr‘tlsh

' Officer. The question of opening occupational lepe becia]
{)Jg I?:I;)cilssyidered on receipt of Dr. Santra’s report and recomu?e;d:tczloor?sles will
The Assam Forest (Amendment) Bill, 1949
Clause 3 —contd.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now we shall re .
Mr. Mookerjee’s amendment* to clause 3 of the Assam Foilé?t]e (glscussion on
:11. 1940. “end
Blll,Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : My, i

Speaker :
oint of order. It concerns an amendmentf} to the Fores; Six

i Th (Ameng Tise. o o

standing in my name. ¢ amendment that My, MOOkerj me{lt) Bij
ving ......... : ee is

e The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : He has already moveq S

fore the House. and j; 18

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : In that case let us 4 ]
consideration. Mr. Mooke_rjee’s amendment seeks to delete i); it jg ung
Bill. But the amcndr_nent In my name seeks to qualify the ~, Ause 3 of t}fr
only such areas as directed bY Government from time to £ Ction so ¢} e
under the operation of the section. me shay Con?et

—*‘T;;t—c_l;:me 3 of the Bill shall be deleted. .
1That for sub-claus!e (2) of clause 1, the following shall be Substity
¢(2) Section 2 of this Act shall come into for.ce at once and sha]] - f:ld —
the territories to which the Regulation now applies and section 3 shalFl)p Y to the wi
such times and in such areas as the Provincial Gevernment, may by nOtiﬁigrtI-le inte olroclg of
lon’ direct_:sa

be-




98 ASSAM FOREST (AMENDMENT) BILIL, 1940  [28tn Mar,

The amendment that I sent to the Legislative Assembly Office contained
two parts :(—(1) “Section 2 of this Act ome into force at once and shall
apply to the whole of the territories to which the regulation now applies™.
I'he second part reads thus :~—“Section 3 of the Act shall come into force at

such times and in such areas as the Provincial Govermment, may by notifica-
tion, direct,”

The form in which I sent the
office. Now would you consider
acceptable ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
ment ? Did the hon. member state, “that for sub-clause
ollowing shall be substituted’ ?

Mr. F. W. BLENNERILASSE’IVI‘: .’\‘lb‘ Sir. The ul)j(‘(‘l of my
amendment is perfectly clear and I want to know whether in this form it will
be accepted by you, as well as by the Government.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: May I take it that the first amend-
ment was to clause 1 and the second amendment was to clause 3 ?

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : ‘T'hat is truc, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now as it stands, the second amend-
ment was really no amendment to any of the (];u.l.»;(‘.k.‘. 7 It \\;as really
introducing something to be considered separately.  Was 1t not so

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : 'That is truc, Sir. Hence the
y clear. All I wantto

amendment, as it stands, makes the position perfectl
know is whether the amendment, as it stands now, is acceptable to you and
to the Government. That is, supposing Mr. Mookerjee’s ;um-‘ndm)ent is not
accepted, will mine then serve the motive that I have in my mind ¢

The Hon’ble the SPEAKE_R: I am _a!'mid, it will not be a proper
amendment for giving effect to the intention of the hon. mover. Now clause

3 of this Bill really intends-to do away with section 63 of the Forest Regula-
member wants is that there should be a qualified

tion. What the hon. 4 : : ] . .

repeal of section 63 of the Forest Regulation, i.e., it will be in the option of

the Government to select the time and also the place when and where
section 63 should be made applicable. Now clause 3 ...... . 3 will I

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Is it not a fact that section 63 will be

repealed ? : .

P Tile Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, it will be completely rcp'jc[‘ahled.1 If

e ot 63 of the Regulation goes away. en how

clause 3 be passed then section bould give effect to it whenegat

y t s
the hon. mover can say that Governmen :
and wherever they thigk it necessary ? What the hon. mover wants is that

there should be a qualified repeal of section 63 both as regards time and
place, i.c., section 63 shall come into force at such. time and at such place as
Government may choose. 1 do not know how it can be a proper amend-
ment to give effect to the intention of the hon. mover. Ifthe amendment
is worded in a different way 1 am agreeab]e to allow the amendment. Sol
would ask the hon. member to word the amendment in such a way so that

amendment has been changed by yvour
the amendment in the present lorm

What was the yu'r.nuhﬂf‘ of the amend-
(2} of clause 1, the

oy

I can accept it
On a point of information,

_ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE:
Sir, if my amendment is accepted, 1 think, in that case Mr.
amendment will be valid.
Yes ; but it will be necessary to make

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
changes in the wording. If the hon. member’s amendment be carried then

with certain changes in the present amendment of Mr. Blennerhassett it can
be held to be in order.

Blennerhassett’s

2

3
f
i

2
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SETT int of {11(‘[‘ it T\Ir-
NNERHASSETT:  In poin - .
Mr. F, ‘V-l B(,I:ll[‘l:!:f,']ﬁ(l(lz I have no intention to move mine at all.
I\'Iookclﬁiec’s amendme S Cé

SER:  If the - Mmember is afyaiq that Mr,
' > AKER : Ifthe hon mem
The Hon’bie the SPE

r I . W T -(l l[](‘ 1 l € cat l]]-‘l\(: t!‘at llCCCSS\'lr)’
OOI\CI. > : \\Vlll not l)( carrie 1 1 Cca >
"](‘C S 211110]1(1!11(,11[ di}

Y 1S : ndment,.
ot > wording of his ame
changcs in the word g

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: 1 will moue according 1o
r. F. W. 5
direction, Sir. Wil you accept that :

your
Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yecs, the h.n‘n. mover iy have to
d'.If:he} ox-:)l-(lin(r but it will be easier to 11}<)g11f3 it if h_ly. ) Oﬁkﬁljcc’s
oy ldy tuzﬁt“is '1cc:p’tod. It would be a bit difficult to modify the Amend-
amend me : ' gl
:nnént if Mr. Mookerjee’s amendment is lost.
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BBAHM.Af. M, Speaker, Sir, 1
i i e better to read the provision of Seciion 63 as emby Bt s
think it would be bette or information of the hon mem| Dodied jp
the Assam Forest Mamﬁml for infor ma 1o o . ;il}l\ e IS S ection 6
reads like this “when in any proceedings _m\:,n. under thig k“&“uhtiom or
in consequence of anything done under this kognlalmn‘ a e 3 n,
to whether any forest produce is the

: Questiay
property of (he T, :
" AP fx sy . . N Sll(‘

produce shall be presumed to he the property of the (m\‘m‘lnn(\ unt !
contrary is proved?’.
I may tell the hm}. mcmhgrs at.thv(‘. ~\'(‘1‘3 ‘}’f‘g‘llllllxxg thag i g
is an independent section | It is only meant for the l-(\_}\,nlm_inn L SCtion 63
repealed without aﬂcctmg any other provisions of the T\I"mual, A can be
amendment which h

n lh()v e
el tully a ed

Then as regards the
friend Mr. Mookerje

as bee
but I am sorry I ¢

ppreciate the ideag
annot accept his

~

APresseq i Dy .My hon
amendment. . n Speech,

many other hon. members whe havc‘c.\'prcsscd theip kemln i llankful t(;
felt so much for the Preservation of oy valuable 1‘0r(.qt =88 ang Whgq have
also no less keen for 1t, s NIinistcr-in-clmrgc of FOI‘eﬁt =N "Over 1*n¢n{ o
anxiety and apprehension 4pe certainly greq o, than 1111 Xy PPSPOlNii)'l‘ ;
I have heard the learned arguments advanced Y the hd of any 01{ S
and against the amendment, There are two Opillicms on ‘ficnd~ b el else.
Some hon. members haye advanced their learneq are. Sore . Oth for
repeal of thig Section ag they apprchend some clam:e .gum?‘ ay ouse,
ruin our forest in future . On the other hand, there b«ull Whi mat{: (ot the
who have advanceq their arguments oy the repeal o Many hon send o
have gone so far to Say that because ol the P th

villagers casily fal] victim to

Y % .* Mey
1‘0\"18101 2 18 hectlo n})CI‘S
. . Q1 of Sect n, )

. the subordinate officerg of g 1(1 63, o
ment, and they thin} that wiy, the repeal of this g Ur g e
get some relief. T be frank, S,

both these are

. Poor
CCtiop 63 tl Cst D Part-
cannot deny th,, there ;€ People ot
t Suments. ur Forest subordinateg 1S 5
harassing the pPeople, But ¢

forest officers will kL

will
]a\;e Il’le we;

O long there are the rule been 1

in the strict enforce

S a
iforce them where such Cas?;d ‘regulat(i:gused of
; f these rules if any ham-sslnen are detected
poor villagers, the ot with those officers. Now,, Sip done ; and
cffect of the repeal of thig section, we cannot at this
will be the rea) effe

i Ome L A8 re.Olthess
Cts.  Whether there will be 5 .
will have to he g

ave to el
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there was insistent demand from people that s
H}adc in order to give some relict peopie ¢ cp :g\«;n{yg:ﬂ .:.znwmlun'n! &lml{!d be
view Qf: the Tf}‘p(:atc:d Harand from the F;r“‘;yg’r Hl,‘ x:r-v;‘iyj‘. Now, » Sir, in
successive Ministries undertook to bring some qmﬂﬂ:;;"inm(-u( and the
people may get some relicf. Government very rareh M;i’f“‘i“ "‘f.'d that  the
matter and closely examined all the aspects and ;“mj' ) £ U"thrgd the
and careful consideration they had to  bring the ‘Ui“ in‘i‘a:m )f"\"”“”‘}uﬂn
a Select Committee and in th:nl }‘i::::‘lt g::;::.

This Bill was rcferred to

mittee there was a full discussion and all the members who were tl
present at the committee !u:ul .."u‘('r'g')l(*rﬁ the provisions of the Bill with :'):(i“
So, Sir, with these words, I oppose the ;nncndmclni

one member dissenting.
on. friend Mr. Mookerjee.

moved by my h
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER lefore T l’“t this (]“"Sti()n before t}
House I wish to address a lew words to the House with regard to whit \‘le
stated by Mr. Blennerhassett about his amendment. Now. as I l(;ld :{Ls
House, that if Mr. Mookerjee’s amendment be carried, !hc:n ‘wbith ali ;lc
modifications Mr. Blennerhassett’s amendment may be allowed to be mnvﬁdt
ie., for the figure ‘3’ there shall be substituted ‘section 63 of the Assam
Forest Regulation’, but i Mr. Mookerjee’s amendment be lost then clmxscn;;
of the Bill stands, i.e., section 63 of the Assam Forest Regulation is repealed
So, if Mr. Mookerjec’s amendment be lost then there will he noscil
r. Blennerhassett.  What Mr. Blennerhassett oug;l)n:

for the amendment ol 2
¢ he should have tabled 2 amendments-—one to clause 1

to have done is tha ] l '
3. Now his amendment ought to have been to

and another to clausc
clause 1 to this effect : ) o

<1t shall apply to the whole of the territorics to which the Regulation
now applies and shall come mtf)‘(urcc ;u,.mu;(:.’ '

After that ‘subject to provision hercinalter made’ and then he ought to
have tabled an amendment to c!:xust: ..1 saying that for the words and figure
‘cection 63 of the said Rc.gulau_,on s h(‘:rcl)y rcpc:al(;_d’ substitute the fol-
lowing as a proviso to section 03 of the I"orcst Regulation, ‘provided always
that it will be in the compctcncg: of the Government cither to give effect to
section 63 whenever they choosc bot_h as regards time and place. This is

the shape of the amendments which might have

o . . 2 en(:l‘ally
nly indicating g hsible phraseology.
That was my motive, Sir.

been worded in S¢

M:. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKI:ZR 3 Of" course that was the motive of the
hon. member put I think at this stage it will be very difficult for me to
allow him to ;ahle an amendment to clause 3 of the Bill in that way.

' utting the question. )
'SI%I ag:asrtlicz)‘:,l 11:; «That clause (3) of the Bill shall be deleted.
T The Assembly divided. |
AvEs—12
1. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 7. Mr. N. Dawson.

2. Babu Kamini Kum
r Sarma

8. Mr. W. R. Faull.

ar Sen.
3. Srijut Puranda 9. Mr. P. Trinkle.

4. Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua. 10. Mr. G. W. Morley.

11. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.

5. br G. G. Terrell.
6. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.

!

12. Mr. A- Whittaker.

S e

=



1941] ASSAM FOREST (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1940 801

NoEs—46
1 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid 24. Maulavi Muh: . -
Sir Muhammad Saadulla. Al ahamyad Amjad
2 The Hon’ble Srijut Rohini 25. Maulavi Badaruddin -
Kumar Chaudhuri. ruddin Ahmed.
3 The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra 26. Maulavi Ghyasudd;
Chandra Chakravarty. yasuddin Ahmed.
4 The Hon’ble Khan Sahib 27. Maulavi Muhay
Maulavi Mudabbir Husain Hussain Challllcllrl?l?fv I\’Iaqbul
Chaudhuri. 28. Maulavi  Matior )'R ;
5. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Mia. Rahman
Nath Saikia. 29. Maulavi Mabarak Ali
6. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul 6. &1
Matin Chaudhuri. 30. Khan Bahady
7. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mufizur Rahmal:n Maulavi
Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. ?1. Maulavi Muzarrof .Al'
8. The Hon’ble Miss Mavis 32. Maulavi  Namway A‘_L«’-lskar
Dunn. 32 bhuiya. i Bar.
9. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath . Maulavi Nagzir .
Brahma. 34. Maulavi ShcililL:ddOm Ahmed
10. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. ~ Sadagar. Sman  Alj-
11. Babu Balaram Sircar. 35. Shams-ul-Ulamg
12. Babu Bipin Behari Das. Abu Nasr N‘Idt - Maulana
13. Srijut  Jogendra Narayan 36. Mr. Benjamin (y iheed.
Mandal. . . . 1. Momin,
14. Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain. 37. Srijut Bhaijr;
15. Babu Kalachand Roy. 533- b}’p_ut Bidclslillibl')ghar‘]dra Da
16. Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta. 39. Srijut Binod an '1’u.nti.
17. Maulavi Abdul Aziz. Sarwan. ¢ Kumay J
18. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chau- :
dhury. 40. Srijut s
19. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 41. Mf G.Dhnimgl} Deurj
920. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf. 42. Mry. T o dsmlth_ )
97. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam 43. Rev. ] ang D, hqarak
99. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad 44. Stiiut e "2 Nig} 3
Ahbab Chaudhury. 45, SIIJJ‘;‘t Khorsmg T(:l?als*Roy.
93, Maulavi Muhammad Bachss abi ng.
Amiruddin. 46. lan, Chandra

Babu
The amendment was negativsez‘lnat Kumar Ahj
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The questiop ;S ir,
part of the Bill. _ that ¢lay,
The question was adopted. Se 3 stands
Clause 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : So far as the firg

hassetf’s amendment* is concerned, I don’t think it vtril:l)lalg of Mr, BI,

move 1t. ; e of .
Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: No g}y ANy e 14

served by moving it at all, Sir. ]

€c
. ¢ What&v
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am e it

unhappy wordings of the amendment it could pg Y so

, ould’ be
t be 11\}' tha_t

House. Placeq for the
. . . . bf:fol-e the
#That for sub-clause 2) of clause () »the followi g shall 1,
2) Section 2 of this Act shall come 1nto forc_e at once ang S Subsyjy,
the territories to which the Regulation now applies ang section haj) 5 acuted .
such times and in such areas as the Provincial Governme 3 Y to the

Nt ma shalj cor p whole of
? m ,

¥ by notlﬁcatign"ét.o force at

s direct.
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Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Sir, may I say I would have liked

to have this been pointed out earlicr had it been possible. My, Mookerjee’s
amendment was tabled some time after mine.  They were put together and
I had no time to look into it, or else I would have found some alternative
way of putting it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [t would practically be an amend-
ment to clause 3. Now as clause 3 has been put as part of the Bill, the

hon. member’s amendment cannot be allowed.

Now the question is that clause 2 stands part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.
Clause 1

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is that clause 1 stands

part of the Bill. ) -
The question was carried.

Title and preamble

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now the question is that the title and

preamble of the Bill stands part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

I beg to move, Sir, that

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : :
the Assam Forest (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be passed.
7 he SPEAKER : Moton moved : y
gl}ﬁaf{?l?vblf:s:ari Forest (Am(:ndnu:x‘xﬂt) “1!11, 13-‘1.0, 1])(; P“;-?ed-_t - ‘
s TH MCOHKER]JEE: Mr. Spca cer,  Sir, it is my
dutyh/:l::tt ?Asyfgfﬁwgaposc the passing of this Bill. Sir, the argument

e he Hon’ble Minister-in-charge
i rh 4 ))r(:Cldtl,d by the )
‘al.vc;\;ar?sf;lcléz :?g’b;,h}(;urér’l ‘}}I(I: regretted that though these are good reasons
but still he é)m;ld not accept them. While discussing about my amendment
yeswﬁiy’.%/B}X)I?Igrlgnd.ﬁ;gﬁ;&'ﬁ.; On a point of 9rdcr,_ Sir. May I
draw YO;.II' attention t;) the fact that one of the visitors is sitting over
1li d ") L] . - -

the r’i‘lll;:gH ?,fn,t]ﬁlli%ﬂicrél;E AKER : The gallery }ls to bel 1lnv151ble to the

: : : "he hon. member has rightly drawn my
Chair. That is the difficulty. The hon This fs quite sufilentl

attention to what he has noticed in the gallery. Tairet o b
But in regard to such a matter a quiet complaint to the Secretary

1 i _ )
wou i%lii}lzxgeﬁlliﬁfk’}&AD AMJAD ALI: The Chair can possibly look
at the gallery, because if the gallery gets disorderly, it will be to the detri-

ment of the business of the Flouse. 'The Chair will be chsppsed to look into
the gallery whenever there is necessity for the same. I think, Sir, you will
be pleased to give a ruling on the point.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member has not really
understood me. T was simply referring to a Parliamentary convention. The

Chair is not supposed to look at the gallery. If there is anything disorder-
ly, certainly steps would be taken by office under the direction of the

Chair and according to the rules. ‘T'o make a request to the Chair to be
looklng at the gallery is against Parliamentary convention.
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I am sorry, Sir, for the poor
visitors. The attack was so long directed towards me but now I find that
it has been directed towards the gallery.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: But I think this
effect.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE : In_ one point, Sir, I am entirely

e with my hon. friend, Mr. Magbul Hussain Chaudhury when he said

on_ day that, because the Hon’ble Minister did not care to go and

ycstCIi :.chtual, position, on the spot, he has brought forward such a

sl;fi(l:l :»:t(ile; such a hopeless Bill. I entircly agree with him in this respect .
e J

Some argument was advancc_d thnt. althqugh ix} all c?ther cases the onus
of proof lies with the prosecution, in this particular case it was just
he contrary. But, Sir, so far, as sub-clause (3) of clause 2 of this Bxl.l is
e erned, may I enquire from those hon. members that in otl}er prosecution
g(z)z;lccs wher’e some person is pl;osecuted and af}:er\.\ral'dF a?qllltted, ;vhether
in all such cases the police .olhcer or other officers 2})1ef1)1f)§ec]l31:c(i(19 ? There
are provision like this, viz., in sub-clause (3) of clause 2 of this ‘ il ¢ llt was
also said, Sir, that it was the duty of Ehc prosccutlchm‘ tOS.I?‘OYC _that the:
article in question was the property of the proscguu?}. Ir, 1t is rather
easy to identify a box, an ornament, clothes or furniture, butis it possﬂ)lg:
to identify and to give proof of san--grass, bamboos and branches of trees 1
In all such cases some part of the: ar_tlcle will be on th(_: ground'and how
very costly it will be if local enquiry is to be made which I think abso-
lutely necessary. Due to prohibitive cost there will be no case and
stealing will be encouraged. These points ought to have arisen in the
minds of the hon. members. But, Sir, in their zeal to give some relief
to the peasants, some of the hon. members are supporting  this
Bill. I think, Sir, it would have been better on .thClI‘. part to come
forward in a straightforward manner and not in 'dlsg_u.lse. If they
want to give relief, there ought to have been a provision that the
forest produce which can be carried by one man may be taken without any
payment irrespective of the class of the forest produce. But that has not
been done and the effect will be that the revenue from our forests will

be decreased tc a great extent and the officers will In many cases be
blamed for nothing and the forests will be ruined.

SII:, again I appeal to the hon. members,
to consider these points seriously and then decide
It or rgject it, asking the Government to come before this House again

with another Bill, so that the benefit that they want to give by this enact-
ment may be given in a direct and proper form by allowing the people to
take away forest produce as much as a single person can carry without paying

s, Sir, I oppose the passing of this Bill.

will have a real

before they pass this Bill,
whether they should pass

any royalty. With these word

. Mr.F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I need hardly
reiterate the attitude of this Group on the provisions of this Bj. We have
just shown what we felt about iv in 2 most unmistakable manner. We feel
Sir, that the recornmendations advanced in Mr. Whittaker’s very wise minute
of dissent have expressed our case absolutely. We considered, Sir, that
there was not a chance of Mr. Mookerjee’s proposal being generally ;do ted
or approved and so it was our intention to have moved an amendrgent
whereby it would have been possible for Government to  experiment in
particular areas before throwing the whole of the

) ~ Province over to such
widespread and probably very disastrous legislation. -
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P ;{)?s:}c]:edf?’]'sir’ I cuuM'uul (hf’hu feeling ‘754-_;'1::' the more I heard of the
retain that ‘tw' 1tion Qf':%c«:tsrm f»f,} the more I found It was necessary (o
that C]aqs ;LC(I()J“I, S“-’ thr-rc'h Nno more duwght}' rirarn.ficl' n.! the rzghts of
to as “p‘()o(:'"t},:}c populace who have wawmc'm-» be almost m_\'.zra.l&;;l*_; rf:fcrrcd
but hcan'ng l,hcu:m M{!'. I\If)(;k(-rjf-(f w E‘ua‘» »r’lc‘;f\tr-ﬂ J,l,(-‘ rete :afmn)(:); s(,'cuou 63‘:i i
o arguments of my ﬁu_nul.iu Maulavi Abdur I\‘.n‘xm.m an
e ztu avi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury in favour of the abolition of the
€lion 1t had almost led me to think that the district of Sylhet had a special

Case, for the experiment I had hoped to advocate, for they said the section *
was being applied very harshly therc and the people were Dbeing
unncccssarily harassed, but in the course of their argument they, in faet,
8€t Up a very good case for retention of section 63. The arguments of my
friends yesterday, summarised, really amounted to this “The police force

-

are 1200 a](‘.l‘t"'-=-thc have :xrl‘(:.‘ilf'(l a number of ])Cu])l(; f;lisvl)‘ therefore |
abolish the law?” . “The police in their zeal to carry out the law  have

made wrongful accusations against innocent people therefore take the law L.
from them.” But that, Sir, is not wisdoim. T’hat there have been cases
ofwrongful arrest, I have no doubt, for wrongful arrest takes place under

any Act of the Realm and will continue to take place so long as the police

force exercise their duties, 1 have no doubt that in a few moments from

the time I speak this Bill will become law, and once it becomes law it will

never be repealed, unless indeed after a good deal of trouble.  Sir, we have

no axe to grind, we have nothing to gain and nothing to lose, but we claim

to be able to view this problem through an entircly unbiascd eye, and we

do appeal to the Government and to this House even at  this late h_our_ to

hesitate and consider well before putting into fqrcc an act of legislation

which will tend to kill that promising baby, the Forests of Assam.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will mention only two
small points. The Hon’ble Minister r(:ﬁll'{'cd to the S(:,’ICCt Cornxnltt(:f: al}d
he said that as the majority of that committec were i favour of this Bill
therefore it must be a right and correct Bill. I still think it is ppssllglc
t(i)‘ convince even this Assembly that knowledge can begin in a minority
of one.

My second point is that this a

a most curious justification for the
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of

fternoon, I heard from the front benches
repeal of section 63. We heard from:
this Department— and I do not question
for a moment hoth his concern and interest fqr his Departmganv——tha,'t one .
of the reasons for this Bjll is to prevent his own subordl.natei—-(nEL th_e
language of some of the speakers—) ‘‘com mitting oppressions.”  Sir, if
the Hon’ble Minister and his own Department cannot  stop  their  own 3
SUBGr AT A s Fom, harassing the people I must say that no amount of repeal
of section 63 will stop it.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I congratulate the hon. members of this House for passing this :
Bill (laughter). (4 voice: in advance ?) Sir, this Bill, as my  hon. friend. Mr.
Mockerjee has said, is hopeless indeed,  ( Mr. B. Mookerjee :. hear, hear.,)
but still it is a sign that we are progressing towards the improvement of
forest legislation, My advice to the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge— as; a
member of the pParty— was to bring a more revolutionary Bill at an early
date, but from this Bi]l I find that the Hon’ble Minister has more - regard
for the views of My, Mookerjee than mine as the word revolutionary |
might cause fever to Mr. Mookerjee. $
M_aulavi MUHAMMAD MAQGBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mere ¥
amending of the Forest Regulation will not serve our purpose unless the tran-
sit rules are thoroughly revised and modified. I have every respect for the
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= » hon. friend Mr. Blennerhassett, but still I stick to
S s 0t i v of thifttag de power from the han.
. O‘WII]-I:),:xse t,o the hands of any official or any dem‘tm_cnm] r—
slifkn ws of a departmental head may carry \vcig]:lt' with a District I\'Iag‘is-
The Vilcowcvcr zabardast he might be— but the position of the Go\.-grnment
o same : we must have regard for the wishes of the People.  Law is
e B for the ruled and not exclusively for the rulers, so when g law jg
meana to be oppressive to the people, it is the duty of the Go"cl'nment
i that law for the best interests of the people. I congratulate
to change t‘fol" bringing this Bill which couvil}ccs us that GOVEl‘nmcnt
Govcrﬂ:l;;‘-:e progress\ive ideas, and we hope that in future they will come
0SSESS § .
up with * be-tterfc]i}l}x.rords I "support the Bill, and I hope that all the hon,
With tl-llcls?qst their votes in favour of the Bill. I appeal to - the hon.
mcml&t;lrs-t\t‘:ke:.“qnd the hon. Mr. Blennerhassett to change their opinion
itta é L
Mil lcn;l their hearty support to the Bill. SR
L F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : We on ou appeal to oyg
I}:ire‘lld to change his point Qf view :}nd vote with l\lfﬁ-\D L,
hon. he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM 1 LA -
TSe aker, Sir, it has been very well said by my hon. friend
M= p?‘takér that no amount of legislation can stop oppression if the
e whlte staff of the Forest Department want to harass the people. Thag
subordina that depends upon the person’s inclination and .therefox:e
2 trmsr:n change it. But whether we should give opportunity to this
nobod}' ,;isguided officials for greater chance of committing these depredas
ke n the poor masses, that was the point with which Goverxlm?nt
tlogstg%%al. ‘The question of improving our forest laws has been engaging
hl-il attention not only of this House since its creation, but I remember that
th?s uestion was debated very vigorously_ in 1928 when G_O"erﬁme_nt had
:oxco?lstitute a committee of enquiry to go into t}1esle :n:;(t:(taix ,:n Slréce }928,
the agitation in favour of the repeal of this p‘a:rum;: ety n t“a 50 of
improving other sections of the Forest Regtl}at;onl 1 ds tgc. g dm strength,
Therefore, as popular Government, this M}nlstry ha ﬁ) intro gce this Bill,
which, according to the opinion of the Ministry was rea y @ sort of compro-
mise between the revolutionary suggestions of my friend Mr._ Maqbul
Hussain Chaudhury apnd (he conservative cautiousness of friends Jjke
Mr. Mookerjee.  Government have touched only one particular section of
the Regulation and as every lawyer knows that this piece of legislation
contains an inverted Principle of jurisprudenge,_ i.e., putting Fhe burden of
proof on the accused, Government thought of this little CONCESSION  to create
an atmosphere from which everyone whether forest ofﬁcw}ls or those black-
sheeps in the society who sometimes commit theft, may derive somie benefit.
We say that clothed with the powers under section 6 ' of the Forest Regula.
tion, sometimes enthusiastic forest officers or subordinates like the' rest
guard and the forester, have with impunity stopped people from taking forest
produce, knowing full well that as the burden of proof is upon the poor map
he can challenge on the authority of the forest laws, and in man B s
innocent men have been harassed. Now, as it is a truism that j Atever
may be the law, there would be a section of Vthfhpeo_Ple in the _GO‘Ve‘rnment
service. who will take pleasure in oppressmgb he }?e?plgi _Slfpﬂar]y et
oorest society cannot but contain some members W\.f) ;pd}xlge €ither op an
p e of kleptomania or on grounds of maintaining Pllmself’ commit thag o
urg forest produce. Nobody would be able to stop that, W i gl
;:;ﬁz; is aroused that with the greatest difficulty the representati

~ 1o 5 . tives of the
people have been able to cause a repeal of this section,it i up to the Ceiliae
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at large to conduct themselves in such a way that there mayv not be any

counter agitation to replace the law as it was if there be denudation of forest
property. Therefore, I say that this repeal may cause some better feeling
of a sense of citizenship and a sense of using the authority in a proper
manner amongst the parties concerned. (/Hear, hear.)
My hon. friend, Mr. Blennerhassett, by his motion, wanted to bring in
a compromise between the two views as expressed in the House by Messrs.
Mookerjee and Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury. He thought, and very
naturally, and the Head of the Department—the Conservator of Forests is
also of the same opinion, that there is a likelihood of an increase of pilfering
of forest produce if this check is removed. But Mr. Blennerhassett was of
opinion that the power should be there and that Government
introduce this law at any time at any place where they thought necessary.
Mzr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: On a point of explanation, Sir.

I said, as an experiment. 7
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

In other words, he was willing to concede that in certain arcas there may
be reason to believe that necessity exists. DBut as he was willing to leave
this matter of extending the repeal of section 63 in the hands of the Govern-
ment there was not much check. If backed by the majority of opinion in
be in force throughout the province a

the House that an Act should b ) -
popular Government cannot but listen to the dictates of its party and a

notification will be issued covering the entire province. They must take a
ghout the province. And if

plunge boldly and make an experiment throughout th j
itis found that the Forest Revenues have I)(:v:r_L prej udxc.;mlly aflected by this
change in the law, I think there will be politicians with moral character
and courage to come before the House to rcplz}cc the law, in future. As
that course is open, I do not scc any reason for a half way measure that
my hon. friend Mr. Blennerhassctt wanted to be adopted by the House

should

by his motion, . L
The Hon’be the SPEAKER: I he question is :
¢“That th= Assam Forest (Amendment) Bill, 1940 be passed.”
The Assembly divided with the following result :—

AYES—44

10. Babu Akshay Kumar Das.

1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid
11. Babu Balaram Sircar.

Sir Muhammad Saadulla.

2. The Hon’ble Srijut Rohini 12. Babu Bipin Behari Das.
Kumar Chaudburi. . Srii

3. The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra 13. Srijut dJOgendra Narayan
Chandra Chakravarty. _ andal.

4. The Hon’ble Xhan Sahib 14. Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain.
Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain 15. Babu Kalachand Roy.
Chaudhuri. Mr. Naba K D

5. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra 16. Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.
Nath Saikia. 17. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

6. The Hpn’ble Maulavi Abdul 18. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chau-

3 ThMaIEIm Chaudhuri. dhury.

3 e Y .
Mau{);;ib éeayiﬁfjrﬁaﬁi}ll;iur 19. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
20. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam,

8. The Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn.
9. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath
Brahma,

e
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AYESs 44— conld.
avi Dewan Muhammad 32. Maulavi N;:tzix:uddin Ahmed.

Al M:Rl}lltt:b Glcmudhury. 33. Maulavi Sheikh  Osman Ali
22. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Sadagar.

Ali. 34. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abu
23. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed. . Nu_sr Md. Waheed .
24. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed. 35. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin,
25. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed. 36.

26. Maulavi Muhammad Magbul 37

27. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.
28. Maulavi Mabarak Ali. . 39.
29. Khan Bahadur Maulavi 4.0.

Mufizur Rahman. 41
30. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar. 42

31. Maulavi Namwar Ali Bar- 43.
bhuiya. 44..

Nogs—10

1. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 6
2. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. 1.
3. Dr. C. G. Terrell. 8
4. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett. 9.
5. Mr. N. Dawson. 10.

. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti,
Hussain Chaudhury, 38. S

Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.

rijut Binode Kumar J- Sarwan

Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri,
Mr.  Jobang D. Marak,

. Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-R oy,
. Srijut Khorsing

) ; Terang -
Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari,
Babu Sanat Kumap Ahir,

- Mr. W, R. Faull.

Mr. P. Trinkle.

Mr. C. W. Morley.
Mr. D. B. H. Moore.
Mr. A. Whittaker,

The motion was adopted.

The Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1943

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now we shall

Revenue Tribuna] Bill, 1941.
The Hon

’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR R

take up  the ‘Assam

beg, Sir, to introduce the Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill, 194|1.NIAN= !
. (The Bill was introduced).
The Hon’ble Khap Bakadur Maulavi SAYIDUR AN

I beg to move that the Assam Revenue Tribunay Bill 1941 : Sir,
:ﬁgetfl’:’g té) a S_elect Committee consisting of the following nilembcr’s bed
o :: ommittee should submijt their Report on of before the 30th Juarile,

1. The Hon’ble Min; N ] 4 FAzLY

2. Mr A VVhittakg;l,Stel in-charge of Revenue,

3. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,

4. Maulavj Abdur Rahman,

5. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur Rahman,

g)- Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf, and

Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal.

(Three members to form a quorum .

Sir, I am really happy that almost at the fag-engq
a5 been possible for us to present this Assam

ince the i
and the U

M.

ave notice of a Bill on the same subject.

Hauguration of reforms, non-official memhe
pper House have been making attempts ake
o> Pursuance of Section 296(2) of the Constitution

indhu Roy gave notice of a Bill several times.
aulavi Abdur Rahman also gave nt(itlce of Su.(;%l a :
r. Chaudhuri, while he was in the Oppusition, alsq ave
similar Bill 3 arid in the Upper House too Babhu § g

of our life ¢ i
Revgnue Tribun:lm%illl'.:
A rs both of thig House

o Ba legislation
blml!arly my hon, E‘l;:r?c?

Bili and the Hon’ble
nNotice of 4

atyendra Mohon Iahis

r
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_Thc principal difficulty in considering those Bills was of a legal nat
It will be remembered by the House that the f‘un'&lﬂlll(iﬂll‘ :)fft)"w As;::-l
R.cver‘)‘ue Tn!;unal fioky-is: under section 206. It was made by the Goved
nor : ¢ The Governor shall constitute a tribunal consisting of such person
PErsans afh?, exercising his individual judgment, may think fit mlc-wcrcis?:r
the sgame jurisdiction until other provision in that behalf is made by Act
Ofth.e Provincial Legislature””. The present Assam Revenue "[‘r“m;],‘l "
comsisted of one member who is a member of the Indian Givil Service. ']."hg:s
post has been reserved for a member of the Indian Ciwvil Sz*rvi(‘c‘ ﬂl.yy ‘(hc
rule framed under section 246 of the Constitution Act. It was pointed
out that the Provincial Legislature cannot by a legislation override a rule
already framed by the Secretary of State. It was said that section 110(8)
of the Constitution Act was attracted. There was a long corresnondence
between the Government of Assamn and the Seccretary of State on this
matter. Finally we have been told by the Government of India that in
certain circumstances the Provincial Government may  recommend
dereservation of the post. Now that circumstance will arise when the
Bill that is now presented before the House will be passed by both the
Houses. Before it becomes a law the Secretary of State will have to be
referred to and the Secretary of State will then, we expect, see his way to
dereserve the post. Now_ consideration of this matter alone opens the way
in bringing a Bill of th1§ nature., The Congress-Coalition Government
una Sindhu Roy that they would come forward with

assured Babu Kar h _tha : ;
They were considering about this matter from differ-

a Bill of their own. :
ent aspects, but before they could come to any definite proposal they

had to resign. Since I assumed office I have been taking up this matter

in right earnest.

There were various
all, the question was W
Now clause (1) of section

knotty questions involycq in this legislation. First of
hat should be the jurisdiction of such a tribunal,
296 makes it clear that the Revenue Tribunal will

have jurisdiction to entertain appeals or revise decisions in revenue cases.
This term ‘revenue case’ has nowhere been defined and that creates the
difficulty. We have referred to other Governments but in none of the enact-
ments this term ‘revenuc case’ has been clearly defined.  So we had to go to
Bombay for enlightenment in this matter. In Bombay they have got a
Revenue Tribunal Act, which we had to follow 1n drafting this Blll._ The
Bombay Revenue Tribunal Act has a schedule attached to it in which the
cases which can be tried by the Revenue Tribunal are specifically mentioned.
Now in this Bill also we have followed Bombay and have attached a schedule
to the Bill. I may tell the House that the items which have been shown in
this schedule are mostly of a non-contentious nature. We have taken
account of those cases which have hitherto been tried by the Assam Reve-
aue Tribunal. But there is a proviso in sub-clause (3) of clause 4 that the
Provincial Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, direct
by general or special order that the Tribunal shall also have jurisdiction to
entertain and decide appeals and applications for revision in any case in
which the Provincial Government may have jurisdiction to entertain and
decide such appeals and applications. The Provincial Government may at
any time by like notification cancel any direction issued by it under this sub-
section. ~So the schedule which has been proposed to this Bill can be added
to.and those additions can be cancelled afterwards but it will be for the
Select Committee which will be constituted to examine closely this schedule
whether the items included in the schedule should be kept in tact or should
anything be deducted therefrom. Now this Bill also provides for the
qualifications of the member of the Tribunal. This Revenue Tribunalis

e e i e o
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the highest Court in the province so far as the revenue matters are concern-
ed. So it isjust in the same position as the High Court in other provinces.
Accordingly the member who is to preside over such a Tribunal should be
of the qualifications of a High Court Judge. It has been provided in section
3 that the Tribunal shall consist of one member possessing qualification of g
High Court Judge as laid down in sc.ction. 22(}(3) ) of the Govetnmcnt of
India Act. Now, Sir, the object of this legislation is to have the Tribunaj
on a cheaper but no less efficient basis. Now _I flo not propese to make my
Select Committee very big and unwicldy as it is desirable to have a stmail
committee who would be able to go into the knotty points of jaw about the
qualifications and jurisdiction of the Tribunal. But if it be the desire of the
House to have a bigger committee than proposed, I shall be only too glag o
implement the wishes of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved:

“That the Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select
Committee consisting of the following members and that the C‘Ommittee
should submit their Report on or before the 30th June, 1941 ;—

The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue,
Mr. A. Whittaker,
Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,
Maulavi Abdur Rahman,
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur Rahman,
Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf, and
Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal.
(Three members to form a quorum.)?*

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Sir, T beg to .y

the names of Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed and Maulav; Mabaﬁiki\ﬁh}?t

dded. ' €

a The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHM

I have no objection. ' AN
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: M

Baidyanath Mookerjee to be added, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RA

ay I suggest the name of M

I agree, Sir. HMAN :
Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHAR]I -

Naba Kumar Dutta. ARI: I suggest the name of Mr,
Babu AKSHAY K ;

e o UMAR DAS: I suggest the name of Baby Balarar,

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR

I think, Sir, the number ill >d L1 T RAHMAN 2
name of Mo, Naba KumaV:lD l;};::gt.aed - T have no objection to accept the

E) X sl
ble' Mlnlster Rhas
mmittee jg

of Babu Balaram Sircar. g ! *Cepting the.
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUF

I have no other objection to it, Sir, than that it will excee d,R1~1. RAHMAN:
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : T g,,. o

of Maulavi Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury. 8gest the name
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHA U

thank the hon. member and decline the offer., HAUDHURY:

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then am I to take it s
Minister accepts only the 4 names suggested ? € 1t that the Hon’b!

I
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Yes Tél'e Hon’ble Khan Bahadur DMaulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
5 oI, ¥

The Hon’ble. the SPEAKER : Are the hon. members agreecable to
serve on the committee ?  (After a pause.)

Mr. BAIDYANA‘.TH MOOKERJEE : May I make a submission Sir, ?
When the Hon’blc Minister is pleased to accept all other names proposed
then what is the objection in accepting the name of Babu Balaram Sircar ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
But I do not know what is the number proposed. If however there is only
one name then I have no objection.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: The number comes
to 12, Sir. It should be 13, and I suggest the name of Mr Jobang D.

Marak.
'hle Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:

The Hon .
Then I agree to the inclusion of the name of Mr. Marak but in that case
ged.

the number of quorum will have to be chang
Mr. A. WHITTAKER: May I make an appeal, Sir, that a smaller
committee might be formed ? This Bill is a very technical one and I think a
committee of 13 is a most formidable
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi
Six, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
been read the following names arc added :—

business.
What number should form a quorum ?
SAYIDUR RAHMAN:

To the names which have already

Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed,
Maulavi Mabarak Ali,
Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjcc,
Mr. Naba Kumar Datta,
Babu Balaram Sircar, an

. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

O\'CHP.OD[\'H—'

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :

Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
question is :

‘“T'hat the Assam Revenue Tribuna
Committee consisting of the following mM¢
should submit their Report on or before th

I am now putting the question. The

1 Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select
mbers and that the Committee
e 30th June, 1941 :—

The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue,
11;/[1" A. Whittaker,
abu Kamini Kumar Sen,

1\K/Iau1avi Abdur Rahman,
han Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur Rahman,

lg\/ﬁgulavi Syed Abdur Rouf,
- Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal,

sIO\CHEPS-QMI—'
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. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed,
. Maulavi Mabarak Alj,

10.
11.
12.
13.

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee,
Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta,
Babu Balaram Sircar, and
Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

(Six members to form a quorum.)”
The question was adopted.

Adjournment

811

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A. M. on Saturday, the 29th
March, 1941.

SHILLONG.

A. K. BARUA,

The 14th Fune, 1941.

Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam



